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TO 


SIR   DONALD   A.   SMITH,    K.C.M.G., 

Governor  of  TJte  Hudson^ s  Bay  Company, 

Etc.,  Etc.y  Etc. 

SiK, — I  woll  reniemlDcr  the  deep  anxiety  ami  drejul  which 
perva4hMl  all  classes  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  prior  to  your 
ai-rival  at  Foi-t  Gany,  in  December,  1869,  as  Special  Com- 
missioner fiY)m  Canada.  I  also  have  a  v(»ry  distinct  recollec- 
tion of  the  feeling  of  relief  experience<l  by  the  community 
when  it  was  learned  that  you  h?ul  come  with  full  authority  to 
brinjj  about  a  settlement  of  the  misundei-standing  then  exist- 
in*^  l)t»tween  the  people  of  the  country  and  the  government  of 
the  Dominion. 

The  following  pages  will  show  that  youi^s  was  no  ciisy  task, 
an<l,  but  for  the  skill  and  ju<lgment  displayed  by  you  at  that 
trying  time,  the  hopes  raist^l  in  our  brejists  of  a  spee<ly  ending 
to  our  terrible  susj>ense  would  not  ha\'e  been  realized.  To 
you  more  than  anyone  else  the  Dominion  is  indebttMl  for  a 
pi»aceful  sohition  of  the  questions  then  agit*iting  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  the  North -West,  and  the  wise  and  s(K)thing  in- 
fluence <»x<»rcise.l  by  you  in  bringing  together,  an<l  luiiting  the 
various  cont<^nding  ]mrties  in  the  settlement,  is  du(»  the  fact 
that  bhxxlshed  was  avoided,  an<l  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war 
averted.  Only  thase  who  were  on  the  spot  and  knew  the 
difficulties  you  had  to  contend  against  can  realize  the  herculean 
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ta8k  you  were  eiitniHted  with,  or  the  ^^at  service  n*iulere«l  to 
Canathi  at  that  time. 

From  the  day  when,  through  your  a<lvice  and  co-openition. 
a  convention  of  all  the  various  conflicting  jwirties  was  brought 
al3out,  and  a  bill  of  rights  fnimed  for  presentation  to  the 
Dominion  (lovennnent,  the  Xoith-West  gradually  assunie<l  a 
peaceful  attitude,  until  by  the  passing  of  the  Manitol>a  Act  all 
cause  for  discontent  or  disconl  was  remove^l. 

The  march  of  civilization  in  the  North-West  then  lx^gjiu,an<l 
to-«lay,  in.stead  of  being  a  vast  hunting  gnjund  and  wilderness, 
it  is  the  liome  of  thousands  of  thriftv  sc*ttlers,  and  with  its 
great  tninsccnitinental  niilway  fi-om  ocean  to  ocean,  places 
Canada  in  the  prou<l  p>sition  of  Ix^ing  one  of  the  brightest 
jewels  in  the  British  Ci"own. 

I  look  u|)on  the  succes.sful  carrying  out  of  yoin'  very  imiK)r- 
tant  mission  t4>  the  Noi*th-\Vest  in  1H(>9  an<l  1870  jih  the 
turning  i)oint  in  the  history  of  the  Dominion.  lx*cause  fnim  it 
sprang  all  the  subse<juent  vast  un<leitakings  which  to-<lay 
place  Canada  in  the  fon^most  rank  as  one  of  the  most  im]Mjr- 
tant  links  in  the  chain  of  Im])erial  unity.  Ami  in  these  un- 
ilertakings  I  may  say,  without  tleti'acting  from  the  value  of 
their  s<.*rvices.  that  without  vour  aid  and  coiuisel  vour  trulv 
eminent  colleagues  wouM  have  fouml  it  <liflicult  if  not  ini- 
p<issi})le  to  accomplish  what  has  In^en  done. 

The  Dominion  as  a  whole,  and  the  Xorth-West  in  iMiticular. 
owe  much  to  you,  an<l  in  the  furthei^ance  of  science,  art,  liter- 
atinv.  and  in  the  alleviation  of  the  sutferinirs  of  mankimi,  vour 
hand,  as  tlif  hand  of  the  l)i'nefactor,  is  s^mmi  in  many  places. 
Kor  my  own  ynwi.  undeM*rving  thougli  I  Ir*.  you  have  Im'I'U  to 
me  alwavs  kind  and  considerate. 
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I  wish,  then,  as  an  humble  token  of  my  gi*eat  resjxjct  for  you 
and  the  deep  gratitude  I  feel  for  all  your  gcxxlness  to  me  and 
mine,  to  dedicate  to  you  my  work,  which  I  fear  is  but  a  poor 
attempt  to  chi-onicle  events  relating  to  so  great  a  country. 

I  ivmain,  Sir, 

Your  olxMlient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  BE«G. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  NORTH-WEST. 


CHAPTER  I. 


PRE-COLUMBIAN    DISCOVERIES. 


A  History  of  the  North- West  would  be  incomplete  if  it 
ilid  not  contain  an  account  of  the  early  discoveries  in  North 
America.  Various  nations  claim  the  right  to  be  considerecl  as 
discovered  prior  to  the  time  of  Columbus,  but  the  historical 
evidence  in  mast  cases  is  base<l  on  documentary  proofs  of 
a  disputable  character,  an<l  the  details  are  not  so  precise  an 
to  be  convincing.  Prioritv  in  the  discoverv  of  America  is 
claiinttl  by  the  Bas(jues,  the  Normans,  the  Welsh,  the  Irish, 
the  Scandinavians,  and  among  the  races  of  eastern  Asia,  the 
SiWrian,  Tartar,  Chinese,  Japanese  and  Malay. 

According  to  the  Icelandic  historian,  the  discoverv  and  set- 
tlement of  Iceland  led  to  the  opening  of  America  to  Europe. 
The  distance  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Greenland  is  only  forty- 
live  miles,  and  it  is  not  suq)rising  Ui  hear  that  some  of  the 
ships  when  sailing  to  Iceland,  and  driven  out  of  their  coui-se 
by  stomas,  caught  sight  of  the  cojist  of  Greenland,  although 
it  was  long  after  this  that  Erik  the  Re<l  landed  on  its  shores. 
The  consistent  and  natural  proof  of  any  occupation  of  Amtr- 
icA  by  the  Norsemen,  south  of  Davis  Straits,  is  certainly  lack- 
ing, but  there  is  beyond  this  what  is  perhaps,  after  all,  the 
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inoHt  satisfactory^  way  of  solving  the  problem — a  <lepen<lence 
on  the  geogi-aphieal  and  ethnical  probabilities  of  the  case. 
Tlie  Norsemen  have  passe<l  into  credible  history  as  the  iiioBt 
hardy  and  ventui>iome  of  races.  Their  colonization  of  Ice- 
land  and  Gi'eenland  is  indisputable,  and  it  is  handily  conceiv- 
able that  they  should  have  stoppe<l  short  at  this  point.  There 
was  not  a  long  stretch  of  open  sea  between  Greenland  and 
Labiwlor,  a  voyage  for  which  their  ships  and  crews  were  not 
unfitted,  and  it  is,  therefore  not  unlikely  that  some  vessels 
mav  have  been  blown  westerly  out  of  their*  course  in  the 
same  way  as  Greenland  was  first  discovered,  ami  the  main- 
land coast  once  found,  to  follow  it  to  the  south  wouhi  have 
been  the  most  consistent  action  on  the  part  of  the  discoverers. 
The  weight  of  probability  is  therefore  in  favor  of  the  Norse- 
man descent  upon  the  coast  of  the  mainland  somewhere  to 
the  south  of  Greenland,  but  the  evidence  cannot  be  classed  as 
well  establishe<l  historical  i*ecords. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  successive  emigrations  took 
place  fi-om  eastern  Asia  to  the  American  shores  centuries  be- 
fore the  Columbian  <liscoveries,  and  there  is  hardly  a  stronger 
<lemonsti*ation  of  such  a  connection  than  the  physical  resem- 
blances of  the  peoples  now  living  on  opposite  si<Ies  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  in  the  upper  latitudes.  It  is  quite  conceivable 
that  the  gieat  noi*theni  current  setting  east  athwart  the 
Pacific  should  have  caiTie<l  vessels  to  the  shores  of  California, 
and  further  noilh.  It  is  cei-tainly  passible  that  in  this  way 
the  Chinese  or  Japanese  may  have  helpe<l  populate  the  west- 
em  slopes  of  the  American  continent. 

The  prol>abilities  being  then  in  favor  of  the  Pre-Columbian 
iliscoveries,  it  will  l>e  well  to  take  a  glance  at  them  in  chrono- 
logical  order.     As   far  bjuk   as   840   B.C.    we   find  it  claimed 
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that  Pythias,  the  Greek  philosopher,  discovered  Iceland,  but 
there  seems  to  be  no  record  or  note  of  any  further  discovery 
until  the  sixth  century,  when  King  Arthur  is  said  to  have 
sailed  for  that  northern  land.  In  the  Saga  of  Thorfin  Karl- 
sefne,  a  portion  of  America,  including  that  part  which  is  now 
known  as  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  East 
Florifla,  is  called  *'Irland  edh  Mykla,"  that  is,  "Great  Ire- 
larnl,"  which  arose,  it  is  said,  from  the  land  being  colonized 
by  the  Irish,  probably  in  the  year  A.D.  800. 

In  the  year  795  it  is  claimed  that  a  number  of  Irish  priests 
v-isited  Iceland  and  formed  a  settlement  there,  for  in  875, 
when  Ingolf,  a  jarl,  of  Norway,  went  there  with  Norse  settlers, 
they   found    the   Irish  in    possession.      The  latter,   however, 
refused  to  consort  with  the  newcomers,  and  the  result  was 
that  the  Irish  finally  abandoned  the  country  to  the  settlers 
from    Norway.      Previous    to   Ingolfs    visit,    the   celebrated 
Norse   viking  Na<ldoil,   in   860   discovei-ed   Iceland,   naming 
it   Snow  land,   and   in   864  he   was   followeil    by   Gardar,  of 
Swedish  extraction,  who  named  the  land  "  Gardar  s  Holm." 
In  870  it  was  \nsited  by  two  Norsemen,  Ingolfr  and  Leif 
(Hjoerleifr),  by  whom  it  was  called  Iceland,  which  name  it  has 
retained  ever  since,  and  fix)m  this  time  there  were  successive 
emigrations  of  Norse,  until,  within   half  a  century,  a  little 
republic  of  nearly  seventy  thousan<l  inhabitants  was  establish- 
ed.   In  876  a  sea-rover  named  Gambiom,  while  making  for 
Iceland,  was  driven  in  his  ship  out  of  his  course  in  a  westerly 
direction  and  sighted  a  strange  land,  but  his  reported  discov- 
ery remained  unconfirmed  for  over  one  hundred  years,  until 
"  Erik  the  Red,"  in  984,  sailed  for  the  new  land  and  foimd  it. 
It  appears  that  Erik  was  of  a  lawless  character,  and  having 
to  flee  from  Norway  for  killing  a  man  in  a  brawl,  he  took 
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refuge  in  Iceland,  whei-e,  on  again  outraging  the  laws,  he  was 
sent  a  second  time  into  banishment.  It  was  then  that  he  set 
sail  for  the  land  which  Gambiom  had  i-eported,  and  when  he 
disco veixnl  it,  he  returned  to  Iceland  with  the  tidings.  In 
the  following  year  Erik  sailed  again  for  Greenland  ^nth  a 
fleet  of  thirty-five  ships,  only  fourteen  of  which,  however, 
reached  land,  and  it  was  on  this  visit  that  he  gave  the  name 
of  "  Greenland  "  to  his  discovery,  in  order,  it  is  said,  to  attract 
settlers,  who  would  be  favorably  impressed  with  so  pleasing  a 
name.  A  flourishing  colony  of  Icelanders  and  Norsemen  was 
thus  establisheil,  and  maintaine<l  its  connection  with  the 
mother  countries  for  400  years. 

The  discoverv  of  the  mainland  of  America,  is  said  to  have 
happened  in  this  way.  In  986,  '*  Erik  the  Red  "  took  up  his 
residence  in  Greenland,  and  accompanying  him  was  an  Ice- 
lander, named  Herjulf.  The  son  of  the  latter,  named  Bjamo 
Herjulfson,  was  in  Norway  when  his  father  left  Iceland  with 
Erik,  and  on  his  return  he  at  once  set  out  for  Gi^eenland,  but 
during  the  voyage,  the  ship  being  driven  out  of  its  course,  he 
sighteil  land,  which  was  flat  an<i  covered  with  trees,  altogether 
diffei*ent  from  what  he  expected  to  see.  Bjamo  knew  that 
he  was  not  looking  u{x>n  Gi-eenland,  and  therefore  did  not 
attempt  to  land,  but  continued  on  his  voyage,  and  there  is 
reason  to  l)elieve,  from  the  coui-se  of  the  winds,  the  direction 
of  the  currents,  and  other  circumstances,  that  the  point  first 
sighted  by  Bjamo  was  one  degree  south  of  where  Boston  now 
stands,  and  that  he  aften^'ards  saw  the  shoi-es  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  Newfoundland.  Thus  it  is  claime<l  that  Bjarno  Herjulf- 
son, although  he  did  not  make  a  landing,  was  the  fii-st  Norse- 
man who  beheld  any  part  of  the  American  continent. 

It  is  i-elate*!  that  w>*en  Leif  Erikson,  the  son  of  "  Erik  the 
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Reil/'  heard  the  descriptions  given  by  Bjamo  of  the  land 
he  had  seen,  he  resolved  to  go  in  search  of  it.  Acconlingly  he 
bought  Bjamo  s  ship,  and,  with  a  crew  of  thii-ty-tive  men,  set 
sail  and  found  the  lands  to  the  south-west  of  Greenland, 
which  he  named  Heln,  and  which  ai'e  now  known  as  New- 
foundland and  Nova  Scotia.  He  then  pixx?ee<led  to  make 
further  <liseoveries,  and  after  sailing  two  days  landed  at  or 
near  wheiv  Fall  River  is,  in  Massachusetts,  which  he  called 
Markland,  but  a  Gennan  who  had  accompanied  the  exi)edition, 
having  fimnd  gi'apes  gix)wing,  the  country  afterwanls  received 
the  name  of  Vinland.  Leif  then  returneil  to  Xorwav,  and. 
finding  that  King  Olaf  Tiygg\'esson  had  embraced  Christian- 
ity, he  accepted  the  new  faith,  and  when  he  was  ready  to 
return  to  Greenland,  a  priest  was  assigned  to  accompany  him. 
In  this  wav  it  is  declared  Christianitv  was  introduced  into 
Greenland,  and  churches  were  built,  the  niins  of  one  of  which 
stand  to  this  dav. 

In  1002,  Thorwald  Erikson,  the  brother  of  Lt»if,  resolved  to 
make  further  exploitations  in  the  new  country  of  Vinlanrl,  and 
for  that  purpose  set  sail  from  Greenland  with  an  expedition. 
But,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  Thorwald  w>is  killed  by  the 
natives  and  buried  in  Vinland,  and  in  1881  a  skeleton  in 
annor  was  found  near  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  which  was 
thought  by  some  to  1k»  his  remains.  No  regidar  settlement 
t4X)k  place  in  Vinland,  however,  until  the  year  1007,  when 
Tliortin  Karlsefne,  with  a  pai-ty  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
men  and  seven  women,  landeil  in  the  country  and  remained  in 
it  for  several  years,  until  hostilities  l^etween  them  and  the 
natives  compelled  them  to  abandon  their  colony.  During  the 
residence  of  those  people  in  Vinland,  it  is  said  that  a  child  was 
Uime  in  1008  t^j  Thortin  Karlesfne  an<l  Gudrid,  liis  wife,  and 
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was  named  Snowe  Thoi-fiiuisou,  this  bein^  the  first  white  chiM 
lx)ni  ill  America,  fi-om  whom,  it  is  claimed,  Thorwaldsen  the 
Danish  sculptor  was  descended. 

Thei-e  wei-e  sevei-al  exjieditions  by  the  Noi-semen  to  Vinland 
after  1010,  notably  in  1011  under  Frevdis,  and  in  1121,  when 
Bishop  Erik  Upsi  went  as  a  missionary  to  that  countrj'.  In 
1347,  however,  the  Black  Pla^e,  which  ra^d  throughout 
Euix)pe  until  1351,  and  ivached  even  Iceland,  Cireenland  and 
Vinland,  put  a  stop  to  fui-ther  attempts  at  exploration  or  col- 
onization on  the  pai-t  of  the  Noi-semen. 

So  much  for  those  hardv  mariners.      Now  for  other  nation- 

ft 

alities.  As  a  ivsult  of  the  voyages  ma<le  by  them,  it  is  .said 
tlieir  fame  having  reached  the  en's  of  tli-i  Welsh  Prince 
Madoc,  .son  of  Owen  Gwynedd,  a  seafaring  man,  he  resolve<l  to 
lea^l  a  colonv  to  the  new  western  lands,  and  in  1 170  saiknl  in 
their  diivction  and  .succeede<l  in  establishing  a  settlement  in  a 
fertile  land,  presumably  America.  He  then  ivtunied  to  Wales 
and  fitte<i  out  a  lar^r  exjxjdition,  consisting  of  ten  shijw,  with 
which  he  .sailed,  but  was  never  heard  of  attain.  In  support  of 
this  account  it  is  claimed  that  traces  of  the  Welsh  toii^e  ap- 
j)ear  in  the  laiigua^*  of  some  of  the  American  Indian  tribes. 

The  identification  of  the  native  Americans  with  the  sUxjk  of 
the  U)st  tril)es  of  Isi-ael  was  a  favorite  d<xrtrine  with  the  lead- 
ing New  England  divines  of  early  days.  William  Penn  be- 
lieved in  it,  and  the  subject  has  been  frecpiently  discussed  pro 
and  con.  It  is  held  by  certain  historians  that  a  crew  of  Arabs 
alx>ut  the  eleventh  or  twelftli  century  ix»ache<l  land,  jxissibly 
the  Azores,  although  some  aiv  inclineil  to  the  theoiy  that  they 
succeeded  in  landing  ui>on  the  shores  of  America.  And  so  one 
nationality  after  another  claim  the  right  to  W  considere«l  the 
fii-st  di.scoverei-s.      Acconling  t<>  a  book  printe<l  in  Venice  in 
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1558.  two  brothers  belonging  to  that  city,  by  the  name  of 
Nicols  and  Antoine  Zeno,  while  on  a  voyage  were  wrecked 
upon  an  island  in  the  North  Atlantic  where  they  lived  for 
several  years,  and  while  there,  thev  fell  in  wnth  a  sailor  who 
gave  a  wonderful  account  of  a  country  called  Estotilaiid,  and 
also  a  region  on  the  mainland  called  Drogea  The  Zeno  bro- 
thers conveyed  this  information  to  Venice  where  it  was  after- 
wanls  published  in  book  form,  and  the  subject  has  since  caused 
much  discussion  and  difference  of  opinion  as  to  its  verity. 
The  presence  of  the  Basijues  on  the  coasts  of  North  America 
is  often  asserted,  and  it  is  even  said  that  it  was  a  Basque  mar- 
iner who,  having  been  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  gave 
Columbus  some  premonitions  of  the  New  World.  Several 
Portuguese  writei*s  assert  that  loas  Vaz  Coilereal,  afterwards 
hereilitarj'  governor  of  the  Island  of  Tei-seira,  discovered  a 
land  supposeil  to  be  Newfoundland,  thirty  yeai-s  before  Col- 
umbus made  his  fii-st  voyage. 

In  1477,  Columbus  visited  Iceland,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
tliat  he  received  information  then  of  the  discoveries  of  Green- 
land and  Vinland,  made  from  1000  to  1347  by  the  Norsemen. 
There  is  also  everj'  reason  to  believe  that  infonnation  relating 
to  Vinland  was  in  possession  of  the  Vatican  as  early  as  1100, 
or  thereabouts,  because  in  1112  Pope  Paschal  II.  appointed 
Erik  Upsi  Bishop  of  Iceland,  Greenland  and  Vinland,  and,  in 
1 121,  Erik  Upsi  is  said  to  have  paid  a  visit  to  the  latter  coun- 
trj'.  Columbus,  doubtless,  was  able  to  avail  himself  of  the  in- 
fonnation possessed  by  the  Vatican,  and  possibly  took  a<l van- 
tage of  it.  Washington  Irving  ways :  "  When  Columbus  had 
formed  his  theory,  it  became  fixed  in  his  mind  with  singular 
firmness.  He  never  spoke  in  doubt  or  hesitation,  but  with  as 
much  certainty  as  if  his  eyes  had  alreaily  beheld  the  promised 
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land."  Such  a  state  of  mind  a.s  thus  described  could  hardly 
have  resulted  from  mere  inspiration,  as  some  claim,  but  rather 
fix)m  certain  infonnation  in  his  possession,  which  probably  he 
partly  obtaineil  during  his  visit  to  Iceland  in  1477. 

Some  historians  are  inclined  to  repudiate  alto^i^ether  the 
claims  of  the  Norsemen  as  diseoverei's  of  America,  an<l  Ban- 
croft styles  them  hh  "  mvtholoincal  in  fonii  and  obscure  in 
meaning :  ancient,  yet  not  contemporary."  It  is  held  that  the 
stories  of  the  voyages  and  privations  of  the  Norsemen  :  the 
discoveries  they  ma4Je  :  the  colonies  they  formed,  and  the  verj' 
names  and  dates  given  in  connection  with  their  early  etfbrts 
ai"e  all  the  out<Jome  of  imagination  on  the  part  of  the  Icelandic 
historian.  But  against  this,  it  does  not  seem  improbable  that 
thase  hai\ly  navigat(ji's,  having  established  themselves  on  Ice- 
laml  and  Greenland,  should  in  the  coui-se  of  their  manv  vov- 
ages  have  sighted  and  even  landed  upon  the  mainland  of 
America,  which  was  not  far  distant.  Washington  Irving,  in 
his  "Columbus,  1828,"  dismisses  the  accounts  of  the  Noi"se- 
men  discoveries  as  untnistwoitliy,  but  later,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Rafn  and  Wheaton.  two  writers  who  studied  the  sub- 
ject very  clasely,  he  mo<litied  his  views,  so  as  to  consider  them 
of  possible  impoi*tiince,  an<l  finally  a<lmitted  that  he  thought 
the  facts  to  Ije  estiiblislie<l  to  the  conviction  of  most  mimls. 
Henry  Wheaton,  v.iio  wa,s  Unite<l  States  Minister  at  Copen- 
hagen, wrote  a  history  of  the  Northmen,  strongly  supporting 
the  theory  of  their  discoveries,  and  Carl  Christian  Rafn  was 
considere<l  the  chief  a[xxstle  of  the  Noi'seman  belief.  But  the 
opinions  of  those  two  writers  di<l  not  affect  Bancix)ft,  who  to 
the  last  expresses!  his  unlx*Iief  in  the  Noi'seman  discovery  of 
Vinland.  He  a^lmitted,  however,  that  Scandinavians  mav 
have  reached  the  shores  of  Ljibrador.  altliough  the  soil  of  the 
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l^niUnl  States  had  not,  he  declared,  one  vestige  of  their  pre- 
?>f  nee.  Professor  Daniel  Wilson,  of  Toronto,  says :  "  With  all 
n^asonable  <loubts  as  to  the  accuracy  of  details,  there  is  the 
stronjijest  pix)bability  in  favor  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
American  V inland." 


CHAPTER  II. 

EARLY    DISCOVERIES    IX    XORTH    AMERICA. 

Wh.\tever  limy  Vk*  sai<l  pn>  or  con  in  reganl  to  the  so-called 
Pre-Columbian  discoveries,  it  is  to  the  untiring  energj%  zeal, 
and  jH^rsevei'anee  of  Christopher  Cohmibus,  that  the  world  is 
indebte<l  for  the  ojx*ning  up  an<l  »ettlenient  of  the  continent 
of  America  by  Eun)j)eans.  Even  allowing  that  he  had  fore- 
runnel's  in  the  work  of  discovery,  and  that  his  exjXH.lition8 
may  have  lK»en  [)i"ompted  by  what  had  lx?en  done  by  others 
lx*fort»  his  time,  it  does  not  in  the  least  dim  the  glory  of  the 
great  service  he  ivn<lered  to  mankin<l. 

In  141J>,  the  Portuguese  discovei"e<l  Madeii'a  :  in  1448,  the 
Azori»s:  in  1449,  the  Caj>e  de  Verde  Islands,  and  in  I48(),  the 
CajK'  of  CukmI  Hoj>e,  the  latter  being  so  name<l  l)ecause  of  their 
exjHH^tation  of  tinding  a  j)assage  that  way  to  the  Indies.  It  is 
]»n»l>able  that  the  fame  of  thest*  exi>e<litions  le<l  Columbus  to 
undei-take  the  tinding  of  a  passage  by  a  moiv  northerly  and 
diivct  route,  which  ivsulte<l  in  his  discoven'  of  America.  In 
1474  he  had  some  convsj)ondence  with  Toscanelli,  the  Italian 
siivant.  ivganling  the  discovery  of  land  westwanl,  which  at  that 
time  had  l)ecome  in  the  miml  of  Cohnnbus  a  well  established 
theory.  By  iva^ling  thf  ancients,  by  confening  with  wise 
men,  by  cK>st»  rest»ai*ch.  and  by  <juestioning  marinei>4  returned 
fn>m  westerly  voyagi»s,  he  had  sutiei\Hl  the  thought  of  a  direct 
wi'stern  jmssagi*  to  India  to  genninate  in  his  mind  for  years. 
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In  1-JW4,  he  urged  his  views  upon  the  Portuguese  King,  and 
that  Monarch  dispatched  a  vessel  secretly  to  discover,  if 
possible  the  passage.  The  vessel  returned,  however,  without 
accoiuplishing  anything,  and  Columbus,  when  he  found  out 
the  deceit  put  upon  hiiu,  left  the  Portuguese  court  in  disgust. 
He  thei>  negotiated  through  his  brother  Bai-tholoniew  with 
Henrj'  VII.  of  England,  but  >^nthout  result,  and  finally  laid  his 
proposals  before  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  of  Spain.  For  seven 
years  Columbus  experienced  every  vexation  attendant  upon  de- 
lay, and  at  last,  wearied  and  disappointed,  he  turned  his  back 
upon  the  court  of  Spain.  He  sought  the  Grandees,  but  without 
success,  and  finally  turned  to  the  convent  of  Santa  Maria  de  la 
Rabida,  where  he  made  a  favoi-able  impression  upon  the  Prior 
Marohena,  by  whose  interposition  he  was  summoned  to  appear 
before  I.sabella  the  Queen.  The  surrender  of  Gmnada  at  the 
time,  and  the  successes  of  the  Spaniards  against  the  Mooi's, 
left  the  .sovei*eigns  of  Spain  moi*e  at  liberty  to  listen  to  his 
proposals,  and  Columbus  was  in  a  fair  way  to  meet  with  a 
favorable  reception.  But  while  the  negotiations  were  being 
carrieil  on,  he  demanded  recognition  as  viceroy,  and  a  tenth 
share  of  all  income  fix)m  the  territories  to  be  discovered,  which 
so  displeased  Feixlinand  and  Isabella  that  all  came  to  an  end, 
and  Colutnbus  mountini^  his  mule  in  an^fer,  started  for  France. 
Two  ministers  of  Spain,  however,  named  Santangel  and  Quin- 
tanilla  being  much  impressed  with  the  proposals  of  the  navi- 
gaUjr,  induced  Isabella  to  send  and  overtake  him  before  he 
had  proceeile<l  far. 

An  agreement  was  then  signed  on  April  17th,  1492,  making 
Columbus  viceroy,  and  giving  him  an  eighth,  instead  of  a 
tenth,  of  the  profits  from  discoveries.  This  being  satisfactorily 
arrangwl,  the  work  of  fitting  out  the  vessels  for  the  expeilition 
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was  coininence(l,an<l  after  some  difficulty  and  delay  in  supply- 
ing and  manning  the  ships,  Columbus  with  his  small  fleet  con- 
sistinjj  of  the  Sinita  Maria,  Pinta,  and  Nina,  saileil  out  of  the 
harlK)!-  of  Palixs,  on  the  3rd  Auf^ust.  On  the  12th  Oetol^er.  a 
low  san<ly  shore  was  seen,  and  a  lan<ling  l)ein^  effected,  the 
coxnitrv  was  taken  |K)Ssession  of  in  the  name  of  Fenlinand 
and  Isal)ella  of  Spain.  Columbus  then  continued  his  voyage 
of  <liscovery,  during  which  one  of  his  vessels,  the  Santa  Maria, 
was  last,  wheivujxm  he  returned  to  Spain,  reaching  Palus  on 
the  14th  March,  1493,  having  l)een  gone  a  little  over  seven 
months.  He  was  I'oyally  receivtnl  by  the  court  and  j>eople, 
ami  on  the  following  25th  Septeml)er.  set  sail  with  seventeen 
vessi4s  on  his  secon<l  vovajri*  of  discovery. 

C<jlumbus  was  a  great  navigator,  but  as  an  administrator  of 
affaii's  in  the  new  land  he  did  not  pi-ove  to  l)e  a  comj>etent 
governor.  At  lejist  serious  charges  and  complaints  weiv  laid 
against  him  l)efoi-e  the  court  of  Spiiin.  while  he  was  al>*ent  on 
his  st»cond  ex|XMlition.  which  resulted  in  his  i^eturning  in  1496 
to  ilefend  liimself,  and  this  he  api)eai's  U)  have  done  suc- 
cessful! v,  for  we  find  that  in  141)8  he  un^lertook  a  thin!  vov- 
»ige  to  America.  On  this  (K'casion,  however,  his  enemies  seem 
to  have  l)een  j^owei-ful,  and  so  active  in  their  persecution  that 
an  emissary  wjis  sent  out  to  su|H^i-stMle  him,  and  Columbus  was 
brought  bjick  to  Spain,  Ixmnd  in  iriHis,  only  to  regain  once 
moi*e.  soon  after  his  arrival,  the  favor  of  his  sovereigns,  aiwl 
on  the  nth  Mav,  1502.  he  set  s^iil  on  his  fourth  and  last  vov- 
age.  wliich  in  many  respects  [)roved  to  Ik^  a  di.sastn>us  one. 

It  is  certain  that  Columbus  entertained  the  i<lea  that  the 
hind  he  diwovered  was  part  of  Imlia,  anil  hence  the  name 
*  Indians, '  wliicli  was  given  to  the  natives.  He  die^l  in  the 
U»lit*f  that   he   had   disoovi.'red   the   short   passage  and   st4»<l 
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u|Mui  IiKlian  soil,  for  on  his  last  voyage,  during  the  attack  of 
fever  which  overtook  him,  his  stix)ng  faith  cried  to  him,  "Why 
«U>st  thou  falter  in  thy  trust  in  God  ^  He  gave  thee  India  ! " 
But  the  conviction  did  not  long  outlive  its  author :  the  dis- 
ctivei'v  of  the  Pacific  soon  made  it  clear  that  a  new  world  and 
another  sea  lay  beyon<i  the  discovered  land  of  Columbus.  The 
geographical  mistake  was  found  out  about  1517,  but  the  ap- 
{tellation,  "  Indians,*'  given  to  the  natives,  had  become  est*ib- 
lisheil,  and  it  has  l^een  retained  to  the  pi*esent  day. 

Tlie  disasters  and  the  sickness  which  overcame  him  during 
his  fourth   voyage  pi*oved  to  be  too  much   for  even  the  inm 
frame  and  will  of  Columbus,  and  when  he  returned  to  Spain 
in    1504  he  was  prosti*ate<l  with  weakness  and  disease.     In 
thi.s  state  he  lingereil,  desei'teil  by  his  sovereign  Ferdinand, 
(Isabella  being  dead),  until  on  the  20th  May,  1500,  the  gi*eat 
navigator  breathed  his  last.     During  his  lifetime  the  services 
of  Columbus  to  his  sovereign  and  the  whole  world  were  not 
adequately  recompensed,  and  even  after  death  jKxsterity  re- 
mained I  unmindful  of  him  and  his  work  until  Washington 
Irving  made  a  record  of  the  navigators  eventful  life — a  bnl- 
liant  ertort  and  a  just  tribute  to  the  magnanimity  of  Colum- 
bus' chai'acter. 

In  1495,  John  Cabot  laid  proposals  Ixjfoi-e  Henry  VII.  to 
make  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  west,  and  he  and  his  sons 
were  granted  patents  for  any  discoveries  they  might  make. 
In  May,  1497,  therefore,  Cabot  set  sail  fi-om  Bristol  in  a  small 
ves.sel  with  eighteen  jwi'sons,  and  on  the  24th  June  he  discov- 
ere<l  land  upon  which  he  planted  a  large  cross,  and  the  flags 
of  England  and  St.  Mark,  thus  taking  jXKSsession  in  the  name 
of  the  English  King,  On  this  voyage  Cabot  discovere<l  New- 
foundlaml,  saw  Labratlor,  and  entere<l  the  Gxdf  of  St.  Law- 


26  HISTORY   OF  THE   KORTH-WEST. 

reiiee,  which  appeHi*e<l  to  him  to  l)e  the  Nortli-WeHt  passa^ 
t<)  the  Ejist  IiulieH  or  China,  and  under  thiR  inipreasion,  with- 
out p^^netratin^  further,  he  returned  to  England  and  was 
kni|^hted  for  liis  services.  His  discoveries  gave  the  crown  of 
England  a  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  Xorth  America,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  extensive  counnerce  and  naval 
power  of  (ireat  Britain.  Henry  VII.  now  granted!  Cab4>t 
second  lettei"s  {>atent  to  undei*take  another  voyage,  but  for 
some  reason  he  di<l  not  take  command,  but  handed  it  over  to 
Sebastian  who  was  with  him  on  the  fii'st  expedition.  As  to 
the  exact  time  when  (^abot  ma^le  his  <liscoverv,  an  ancient 
map,  drawn  by  Sebastian,  has  the  following  words  written  on 
it  by  him  in  Latin :  "  In  the  year  of  Our  Lorr],  141)7,  John 
Cabot,  a  Venetian,  and  his  son  Sel>astian,  discovei-e^l  that 
country  which  no  one  l>efore  his  time  had  ventuiv^l  to 
appix)ach,  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
moniing." 

In  the  summer  of  1498,  Sebastian  CalK)t  having  tiiken  his 
fathers  place,  saile<l  from  England  with  two  ships,  but  on 
ivjiching  America  the  severity  of  the  cold  in  the  extivme 
north,  and  other  reasons,  principally  a  desire  to  explore  the 
country,  imluced  him  to  turn  southward,  and  having  procee«l- 
ed  for  some  distance,  want  of  provisions  oblige<l  him  to  return 
to  England. 

Oaspard  Cortereal  ma<le  the  next  voyage  to  America  in  1500, 
starting  fn>m  Lisbon  with  two  vessels  and  touching  at  Cireen- 
land,  or,  as  he  name<l  it,  *'  Term  Venle,"  but  the  expe^liti«:m 
Wiis  altogether  Iwirren  of  ivsults.  On  the  15th  May,  1501, 
Cortereal  sai]e<l  a  second  time  fi"om  Portugal,  and  having  g« me 
a  disUmce  of  two  thousiind  miles  from.  Lisl)on,  he  discoverer] 
an  unknown  land  and  coaste<l  along  its  shores.     The  numl)er 
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of  large  riven?  encountered  encouraged  the  belief  that  it  was 
no  island  and  Cortereal  concluded  that  it  must  be  connected 
with  the  country  discovered  to  the  noi*th  the  year  before, 
which  at  that  time  could  not  be  reached  on  account  of  the  ice. 
Tliey  found  the  land  very  populous  and  brought  away  a  num- 
ber of  the  natives  to  be  sold  as  slaves  in  Portugal,  and  while 
making  their  explorations,  they  came  acix)S8  a  broken  sword 
and  two  silver  ear-rings,  evidently  of  Italian  make,  which 
were  probably  relics  of  the  visit  of  Cabot  to  the  country  three 
years  earlier.  Two  of  Cortereart  ships,  one  having  fifty  slaves 
on  board,  reached  Lisbon  safely  on  their  return  voyage,  but 
the  vessel  containing  Gaspard  Coi*tereal  himself  was  never 
heard  from,  and  must  have  foundered  at  sea. 

The  next  year,  on  the  10th  May,  Miguel  Cortereal  started 
with  three  ships,  having  obtained  tlie  king's  permission  to  go 
and  search  for  Gaspard.  The  expedition  reached  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  and  finding  so  many  rivei's  and  havens,  the  ships 
divi«le<l  in  order  to  pursue  the  search  more  effectually  and 
agreed  to  meet  at  a  certain  I'endezvous  within  a  given  time. 
Two  ships  met  at  the  appointed  place  and  date,  but  the  one 
with  Miguel  Cortereal  was  never  heard  of,  and  the  theorj' 
is  that  both  he  as  well  as  Gaspard  were  killed  by  the 
natives  while  trjing  to  kidnap  them  for  slaves.  A  year  later 
an  expedition  was  sent  out  at  the  expense  of  the  king  in 
search  of  them,  but  I'eturned  without  finding  any  trace  of 
either  bi-other,  and  when  Vas^iueanes  Cortereal,  the  governor 
of  Tei'seii'a,  proposed  to  undei-take  another  expedition  in  per- 
son, the  king  refused  to  give  the  nece.ssary  permission. 

The  next  <liscoverer  we  hear  of  is  Amerigo  Vespucci,  who  is 
8ai<l  to  have  made  two  voyages  to  America  by  order  of 
Ferdirand  of  Spain,  one  of  which  was  in  1497,  only  five  years 
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after  ColuinbuH'  fii'st  exptMlitioii,  ami  the  other  in  1499.  Ves- 
pucci also  claims  to  have  made  two  sub«e<jiieiit  voyages  in  the 
service  of  King  Emanuel,  of  Portugal,  in  1501  an<l  1503,  but 
as  the  only  accounts  written  of  thej^e  were  by  Vespucci  him- 
self, there  is  grave  doubt  if  they  ever  took  place.  Vespucci  is 
generally  looke<l  ui)on  as  an  impaster. 

Aljout  this  time,  the  tishennen  of  the  ports  of  Brittainy  are 
known  to  have  reaches  1  the  Imnks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in 
loOt),  Jean  Denys  from  Honfleur  is  said  to  have  visiter!  the 
Ciulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  tM  have  ma<le  a  chai-t  of  it.  In 
150s.  Thomas  Aubert,  a  Dieppe  mariner,  undertook  a  voyage 
an<l  brought  home  with  him  to  Fi-ance  the  first  8])ecimens  of 
the  American  natives  ever  seen  there. 

In  1517,  Henry  VIII.  fitted  out  a  small  stj^uailron  for  the 
discovery  of  a  Xf)rth-\Vest  passage  to  the  Imlies,  and  Sebas- 
tian Cabot  went  with  it.  but  inifortunatelv  Sir  Thomas  Pert, 
Vice-Admiral  of  England,  wjis  place<l  in  supreme  command, 
and  when  during  the  voyage  a  mutiny  of  the  sailors  occurred 
Sir  Thomas  l)ecame  faint-heai-tcd,  and  Cal>ot,  perceiving  his 
cowaixlice,  ivsolve<l  to  return  home.  Tlie  ix»cortls  of  this  ex- 
jK^lition,  however,  acconiing  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  show 
very  clearly  that  during  the  voyage  Sebastian  Cabot  actu- 
allv  enteiv<l  Hudson's  Bav  ninety  vears  before  Hudson 
disc<»veivd  it.  In  a  letter  written  by  Selxastian  Cabot  to 
the  Pojx's  Legate  in  Sj>ain,  he  says  that  it  was  from  the  con- 
sidenition  of  the  structure  of  the  glolx.»  that  he  former]  the 
<li»sign  of  sailing  to  the  Indies  by  a  Noilh-West  course.  He 
must  have  had  some  idea  afterwanls  of  finding  a  passage  by 
the  south,  for  he  ma^le  a  vovatn*  to  Bi^azil  and  was  soon  after 
drawn  into  thr  Spanish  service.  He  then  was  eniployt^l  to 
Conduct  a  sjjuadnMi  tlirough  tlie  stniights  of  Magellan  to  the 


EARLY   DISCOVERIES   IN   NORTH   AMERICA.  29 

EasI  Indies,  but  instead  of  doings  this  he  landed  and  foniied  a 
settlement  in  Paraguay,  and  remained  there  five  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  left  the  Spanish  service,  and  once 
more  joined  that  of  England,  but  he  was  not  known  after- 
wards to  encourage  further  expeditions  to  find  a  North-West 
passiige  until  1553,  shortly  before  his  death. 

The  next  explorer  of  note  was  Giovanni  da  Veri'azano,  who, 
in  1521,  begins  to  aj5pear  in  Spanish  histoiy  as  a  French  cor- 
sair, which  brought  him  to  the  notice  of  Francis  I.  His  voy- 
age of  discovery,  which  was  commenced  in  1523,  was  con- 
nects! with  one  of  those  pi'edatory  cruises,  because  we  learn 
from  Spcmish  sources,  that  in  that  year  Verrazano,  or  Juan 
Florin,  as  he  was  known,  captured  the  treasure  sent  home  by 
Cortes  to  the  Emperor,  and  brought  it  into  Rochelle.  He 
started  with  four  vessels,  but  three  of  them  becoming  disabled 
by  storms,  he  proceeded  in  the  remaining  one,  named  the 
Daajthhie,  and  in  1524  reached  the  shores  of  what  is  now 
North  Carolina,  where  he  found  the  land  inhabited  by  people 
of  a  simple  and  kind  disposition,  who  received  him  and  his 
men  in  a  friendly  manner.  It  seems  certain  that  Verrazano 
entered  the  harbor  of  New  York,  but  only  partly  explored  it, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  storms  at  the  time,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  also  discovered  Nevi^ort,  and  to  have  sailed  a  distance 
of  more  than  seven  hundred  leagues  along  the  coast,  exploring 
it  carefully  as  he  went.  It  is  stated  that  subsequently  he 
made  two  more  voyages,  and  there  is  much  doubt  about  his 
fate,  one  account  being  that  he  was  killed  by  the  natives  of 
America  during  an  expedition  in  1527,  and  another  that  he 
was  captured  at  sea  by  the  Spanish,  and  hung  as  a  pirate  at  a 
small  village  between  Salamanca  and  Toledo.  It  is  further 
stated  that  he  gave  a  map  to  Henry  VIII.  of  England, 
B 
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although  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  employed  by  that 
monarch. 

About  the  same  time  as  Verrazano  made  his  first  voyage, 
Estevan  Gomerz,  a  Portuguese  employed  by  Spain,  sailed 
from  Corunna,  and  ma<le  an  attempt  to  discover  a  Xoith- 
West  passage,  but  only  reached  as  far  as  Labrador.  It  is  said 
that  on  his  homeward  voyage  going  south,  he  landed  at  the 
island  of  Cuba,  and  failing  to  obtain  the  rich  cargo  of  spices 
he  expected  to  bring  home,  loaded  his  vessel  with  kid- 
napped savages  of  both  sexes,  and  reache<l  Corunna  in  No- 
vember, 1525. 

In  1527,  Henry  VIII.  sent  out  an  expedition  consisting  of 
two  ships  under  command  of  John  Rut,  but  this  navigator,  in 
his  effoils  to  proceed  westwanl  of  Labrador  coast,  became  beset 
with  ice,  and,  one  of  his  ships  having  foundered,  the  voyage 
wa.s  an  unsuccessful  one.  It  was  not  until  1536  that  the  next 
exi>e<lition  left  England,  when  a  numl^er  of  gentlemen  in  Lon- 
don undei'took  to  send  one  to  the  west,  the  chief  pix)moter  of 
the  enterprise  being  an  individual  named  Hore,  who  was  skilled 
in  cosmogra[)hy.  The  crews  of  the  ships  on  this  occasion  suf- 
fered great  privation  during  the  voyage,  and  but  for  the  timely 
ap|)earance  of  a  French  vessel  they  would  have  all  perished 
miserablv. 

But  the  French  fishermen  were  even  then  actively  engage*! 
on  the  biinks  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  value  of  their  industrv 
s<K)n  attracU^l  the  attention  of  Chabot.  an  admiral  of  France, 
who  induced  Francis  I.  to  once  more  send  an  exploring  expe- 
<lition  to  America.  On  this  (X!casion,  Jacijues  Cartier  was- 
selected  and  placed  in  command,  who,  on  20th  April,  1534,  left 
St.  Malo  witli  two  ships  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery,  and 
in  twenty  days  he  wjis  uf>on  the  Imnks  of  Newfoundland,  and 
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soon  afterwards  entered  the  great  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  being 
the  first  white  man  to  do  so.  He  advance<l  inland  only  a 
short  distance,  and  while  ancliored  in  a  bay,  named  it  Baye  du 
Chaleur,  on  account  of  the  intense  heat  experienced  there. 
Tlius  Cartier  discovered  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  to 
commemorate  it,  he  set  up  a  large  cross  at  Gaspd,  with  a 
shield  attached  having  the  words  "  Vive  le  Roi  de  France  "  on 
it.  after  which  he  returned  home  on  the  25th  Julv. 

The  main  object  of  Cartier's  first  voyage  proved  a  failure, 
and  the  route  to  the  Indies  remained  undiscovered,  but  the 
>)rave  navigator  determined  to  persevere,  an<l  his  represen- 
tations having  the  desired  eflTect,  Admiral  Chabot  once  more 
persuaded  Francis  L  to  sign  a  commission  in  his  favor. 
Tliree  vessels,  the  Great  Bermina,  120  tons :  the  Little  Her- 
niina,  60  tons,  and  a  small  galley,  the  Kinenlon,  were  fur- 
nisheil  by  the  king  for  the  voyage,  and  on  Easter  Sun- 
tlay,  1535,  the  expedition  sailed.  On  this  voyage,  Cartier 
gave  the  name  of  L'Assomption  to  the  island  which  is  now 
known  as  Anticosti ;  he  discovered  and  explored  the  Sague- 
nav.  called  the  Lsland  of  Orleans  *'  Bacchus  Lsland,"  fix)m 
the  number  of  grapes  growing  on  it,  and  gave  names  to  sev- 
eral islands  and  points  on  the  lower  St.  Liiwrence.  At  Stada- 
eona  (Quebec),  Cartier  met  the  Indian  chief  Donnacona,  and 
was  received  with  great  rejoicing  by  the  natives,  but  when  he 
proposed  to  ascend  the  river,  Donnacona  opposed  it.  Cartier, 
however,  persisted  in  going,  and,  leaving  his  ships  behind, 
a<*cende<l  in  boats  to  Hochelaga,  where  he  \vas  welcomed  by 
the  Indians,  who  pointed  with  pride  to  their  cultivated  fields 
and  to  their  town,  which  was  composed  of  substantially 
built  houses,  and  fortified,  having  one  gate,  with  a  gallery 
extending  along  the  top  of  the  wall,  the  ammunition  consist- 
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ing  of  pebbles  and  stones.  Cartier  was  regarded  as  a  superior 
being  by  the  Indians,  who  honored  him  as  such,  and  asked  him 
to  heal  their  sick.  He  read  to  them  from  the  gospel  of  St 
John,  and  all  the  Passion  of  Christ  word  by  word,  after 
which  he  distributed  presents  midst  a  flourish  of  trumpets. 
He  then  ascende<l  the  Mount,  which  he  named  Mont  Royal, 
to  view  the  surrounding  country,  and  was  astonished  at  the 
evidences  of  thrift  and  prosperity  which  he  saw  among  the 
Indians.  Yet  in  less  than  seventy  years  after  this,  when 
Champlain  reached  the  site  of  ancient  Hochelaga,  the  forti- 
tieil  to^^'n  and  its  inhabitants  had  disappeared — the  Hoche- 
lagans  were  extinct. 

When  Cartier  returned  to  Stadacona  finding  that  his 
people  had  erected  a  fort  and  mounted  artillery,  he  decide<i 
to  stay  during  the  winter  at  the  harbor  of  Holy  Cross  (Que- 
Ijec),  and  made  his  preparations  accoixlingly.  Scurvj'^,  how- 
ever, attacked  his  men,  causing  nmch  distress  and  loss  of  life, 
during  his  stay,  until  the  natives  found  a  remedy  in  a  decoc- 
tion made  from  a  ti-ee  called  "Ameda."  In  May,  1536,  he 
set  up  a  cross  and  the  arms  of  France,  and  haWng  entrapped 
the  chief  Donnacona  carried  him  on  board  ship  and  prepared 
to  sail  for  France,  but  the  natives  being  most  uni^nlling  to 
lose  their  king,  protested,  and  were  only  pacified  when  Cartier 
promised  to  return  the  following  year  with  Donnacona. 

The  voyage  home  was  a  tempestuous  one,  and  it  was  not  till 
July  1st,  that  Cartier  once  more  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  St 
Malo.  It  is  said  by  some  writers  that  he  now  discouraged  fur- 
ther efforts  to  explore  America,  but  this  is  not  borne  out,  it 
being  nmch  more  likely  that  the  king  and  people  of  France 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  the  two  voyages  made  by 
him,  especially  jis  he  had  lost  a  number  of  his  men  and  left 
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one  of  his  ships  behind  him.  Certainly  the  interest  in  ex- 
peiiitions  to  America  appears  to  have  ceased  for  a  time,  and 
five  years  elapsed  before  another  one  was  fitted  out.  Amon^ 
those  attracted  by  the  reports  of  Cartier  concerning  the  riches 
of  the  new  land  was  Jean  Francois  de  la  Roche,  lord  of 
Roberval,  who,  in  the  year  1540,  induced  Francis  I.  to  grant 
him  a  commission,  creating  him  Lieutenant  and  Governor 
of  Canada  and  Hochelaga,  with  Cartier  as  his  assistant. 
The  apparent  object  of  the  proposed  expedition  was  stated  as 
**  undertaken  to  discover  more  than  was  done  before  in  some 
voyages,  and  attain,  if  passible,  to  a  knowleilge  of  the  country 
of  the  Saguenay,  whereof  the  people  brought  by  Cartier  de- 
clared to  the  king  that  there  were  great  riches  and  very  good 
lands."  Roberval  was  commiasioned  January  15th,  1540,  but 
Cartier  was  not  appointe<l  until  the  following  Octol>er,  when 
he  .set  sail  with  three  ships  on  the  23rd  May,  1541,  Rober- 
val not  having  completed  his  arrangements  to  accompany 
him,  and  on  the  22nd  August  the  expedition  arrive<l  at  the 
harbor  of  Holy  Cross.  In  the  meantime  Donnacona  ha<i  died 
in  France,  or  such  was  the  excuse  given  by  Cartier  for  not 
bringing  him  back  as  promised  to  his  people,  at  which  the 
Indians,  although  apparently  satisfie<l  with  the  explanation, 
were  not  pleased,  and  the  chiefs  plotted  against  the  French 
U)  obtain  revenge. 

Cartier  now  built  a  fort  calle<l  Charlesboun;  Roval,  where 
he  left  his  fleet,  and  ascendinor  the  St.  Lawrence  in  boats 
passed  Hochelaga  and  attempted  to  ascend  the  rapids,  two  of 
which,  it  is  said,  he  actually  stemmed.  He  then  returned  to 
Charlesbourg  Royal  where  he  wintered,  but  saw  little  of  the 
natives,  who  kept  aloof  from  him,  and  in  the  spring,  having 
collected  some  quartz  crystals  which  he  mistook  for  diamonds. 
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and  some  thin  scales  of  metal  supposed  to  be  gold,  he  sailed 
for  France.  It  is  said  that  he  met  Roberval  at  St.  Johns, 
Newfoundland,  on  his  way  out  to  Canada,  but  declined  to  re- 
turn with  him,  pleading  his  inability  to  stand  against  the 
savages  with  so  small  a  number  of  men.  It  is  also  said  that 
he  stole  away  from  his  chief  in  the  night,  but  this  is  disputed. 
Cartier,  however,  undoubtedly  returned  to  France,  and  his 
chief  pix)ceeded  to  the  St.  Lawrence  without  him.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  Roberval  reached  his  winter  quarters  in  1541,  but  it 
was  not  till  July,  1542,  that  he  began  to  fortify  France  Royal 
below  Quebec,  during  which  he  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
with  his  men,  and  also  with  the  Indians,  who  were  unfriendly 
to  the  French  from  the  time  that  Cartier  stole  their  king,  so 
that  extreme  measures  had  to  be  used  on  several  occasions  to 
asseii.  the  authority  of  the  governor.  The  whole  expedition 
of  1541  and  1542  was  a  failure,  and  some  time  in  154^^  Car- 
tier  visited  the  St.  Lawrence  and  brought  Roberval  home  to 
France.  In  reviewing  the  expeditions  of  Cai-tier  and  Roberval 
it  has  l)een  said  that  they  did  not  bear  much  fruit,  but  if  we 
may  judge  fix)m  the  activity  that  prevailed  in  the  maritime 
towns  of  France  during  1 540  and  subseiiuent  yeare,  and  the 
number  of  private  expeditions  Htte<l  out  to  go  to  America,  it 
would  seem  as  if  the  work  of  the  explorers  had  been  produc- 
tive of  gcxxl  by  exciting  interest  in  the  new  land.  From  1541 
to  1545  this  aiilor  was  sustaine<l,  an<l  private  enterprise  con- 
tinued to  be  engaged  in  trading  to  Cana<la  until  1597,  when 
official  colonization  was  taken  up.  Cartier,  after  bringing 
Roberval  home  in  1543,  retired  without  having  derived 
any  material  financial  Ijenetit  from  his  great  undertakings, 
;ind  dwelt  as  Seigneur  of  Linoilon  in  his  plain  manor-house 
at    St.   Malo,   where    he  die<l,  greatly    honored   and    respect- 
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ed.  about  the  year  1555.  As  for  Roberval,  he  soon  passed 
from  sight,  although,  according  to  Charlevoix,  he  made  another 
attempt  in  1549  to  colonize  Canada.  Thevet  says  he  was 
muniere<l  in  Paris,  while  othei-s  state  that  he  perished  at  sea. 

In  1553,  an  expedition,  of  which  the  then  aged  Sebastian 
Cabot  was  the  chief  promoter,  sailed  under  command  of  Sir 
Hu^  Willoughby  and  Richard  Chancellor,  but  it  ended  in  dis- 
aster, as  the  three  ships  comprising  the  fleet  in  following  an 
easterly  course  were  overtaken  by  winter,  and  Willoughby  and 
all  his  men  perished  by  famine  and  cold.  Three  yeare  later, 
another  vessel,  commanded  by  Stephen  Burix)ughs,  was  sent 
out  in  a  north-easterly  dii*ection,  and  in  midsummer  the  .ship 
y<is»  beset  on  all  sides  by  masses  of  ice,  and  was  in  danger  of 
being  annihilated  so  that  all  efforts  to  proceed  were  unavailing. 

On  the  death  of  Sebastian  Cabot,  Martin  Frobisher  under- 
took a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  North,  and  sailed  from 
Blackwall  on  June  5th,  1557,  but  i*etunied  in  October  of  the 
same  year  without  having  accomplished  any  impoi*tant  results. 
He  is  said  to  have  brought  home  some  mica  which  he  mistook 
for  golil,  and  he  evidently  gave  glowing  accounts  of  the  new 
land,  for  in  May,  1577,  a  second  expedition  was  fitted  out 
which  proved  as  barren  of  results  a«  the  first  one,  yet 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  so  pleased  with  reports  of  the  western 
world  furnished  by  him  that  she  sent  him  out  a  third 
time  in  1578.  Nothing  of  much  importance  came  of  the 
voyages  about  this  time  until,  in  1585,  John  Davis  sailed  from 
Dartmouth  about  the  month  of  June,  and  discovered  the 
straits  that  bear  his  name.  Subsecjuently  he  undertook  two 
other  expeditions,  one  in  1586,  and  the  last  one  in  1587,  when 
he  repi^rted  very  favorably  of  the  possibilities  of  aNoi-th-West 
passage,   but   for  eleven  years  after  this,  nothing  was  done 
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until  the  Marquis  de  la  Roche,  a  Catholic  nobleman  of  Brit- 
tany, undertook  the  colonization  of  New  France  under  the 
auspicen  of  Henry  IV.,  an  expedition  which  resulted  only  in 
disaster  and  loss  of  life. 

In  1599  and  1600,  M.  Chauvin  and  M.  Pont^rav^  made 
voyages  together  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  descended  to  Lake 
St.  Peter,  formed  a  post  at  Tadousac,  but,  otherwise,  ac- 
complished little.  Pontegravd,  however,  became  identified 
with  the  fur  trade  of  the  coimtry,  and  De  Monts,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition  and  afterwards  went  back  to 
France,  was  induced  by  what  he  had  seen,  to  return  to  Canada 
and  take  an  active  part  in  its  colonization.  About  the  same 
time  that  Chauvin  and  Pontegrav^  undertook  their  expedition, 
James  Lancaster  sailed  to  America,  and  soon  after  George  Way- 
mouth  was  sent  out  \inth  two  ships  by  some  patriotic  mer- 
chants of  London  and  by  the  Muscovy  Company.  He  made 
for  Greenland,  but  after  reaching  a  high  latitude  encountered 
such  obstructions  from  ice  and  fogs  that  the  crew  nmtinied, 
and  the  expedition  was  oblige<l  to  return  without  making  fur- 
ther discoveries.  Yet  it  is  sai<l  that  Henry  Hudson  was 
guided  principally  by  the  reports  of  Davis  and  Waymouth  in 
making  his  discovery. 

In  1605,  the  King  of  Denmark  despatched  three  vessels  un- 
der John  Cunningham,  who  i*eached  latitude  66'  30\  when  his 
seamen  refused  to  go  any  further,  and  the  expe<lition  accom- 
plished nothing  of  note.  Thirteen  years  after  this.  Christian 
IV.  sent  out  two  well  equipped  ships,  commamled  by  Jens 
Munk,  who  traversed  Davis  Strait,  but,  failing  to  find  the  de- 
sired opening  to  the  west,  struck  southward  to  Hu<lson's 
Strait  and  Hudson's  Bav.  He  wintere<l  at  Chestei-field  Inlet, 
where  the  crew  endure<l  such  haiilships  that  on  the  return  of 
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suininer  only  three  survived  out  of  sixty -five  souls  to  make  a 
perilous  voyage  homeward. 

The  account  of  these  several  expeditions  to  America,  brings 
us  down  to  the  time  when  Champlain,  the  "  father  of  Canada," 
made  his  first  voyage,  and  as  his  explorations  are  of  special 
interest  in  connection  with  the  history'  of  the  North-West,  we 
will  devote  the  following  chapter  to  them  and  the  expeditions 
to  explore  the  interior  which  were  the  outcome  of  his  enter- 
prise and  activity. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


CHAMPLAIX     IX     CANADA,    AND    OVERLAND     EXPLORATIONS      IX 

THE     NORTH-WEST. 

Ai-TER  Robervar.s  unfortunate  expedition,  the  French  appear 
to  have  taken  no  interest  in  Canaila  for  a  period  of  over  half 
a  century,  until  in  1603,  Aniyar  de  Cha«te8,  the  ^venior  of 
Dieppe,  conceived  the  idea  of  renewing  the  attempt  to  colonize 
the  new  world,  and  for  this  purpose  inviteil  Samuel  de  Chaiu- 
plain  to  accompany  an  exjxnlition  to  America.  The  consent 
of  Henry  IV.  having  been  obtained,  Champlain  agreed  to  go, 
and  on  the  15th  March,  1603,  set  sail  from  Honfleur  with 
two  vessels,  one  of  which  was  commanded  by  Pontgrav^. 
an<l  the  other  by  Sieur  Prevert.  The  expedition  reached  the 
St.  Lawrence  in  safety,  and  at  Tadousac  Champlain  found 
about  a  thousand  Algon<(uin  Indians  assembled,  engaged  in 
celebrating  a  victor}'  over  their  enemies,  the  Iroijuois,  whom 
they  ha<l  just  succeeded  in  defeating,  and  the  wars  between 
these  two  tribes,  in  which  he  was  forced  to  take  part,  were 
destined  in  after  years  to  interfere  greatly  with  Champlain  s 
ertbits  at  colonization. 

Immediately  after  this,  the  first  survey  of  the  Saguenay 
was  made,  and  then,  proceeiling  in  boats,  Champlain  ascended 
the  St.  Lawrcnce  to  Hochelaga,  and  endeavoretl  to  stem  the 
cunvnt  of  the  rapids,  but  having  to  abandon  the  attempt,  the 
explorei>i  continued  on  foot  along  the  shore  for  several  miles. 
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obtaining  much  information  about  the  country  from  the 
In^lians.  after  which  they  returned  to  Tadousac.  Champlain 
next  explored  the  southern  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  collected  a  valuable  cargo  of  furs  with  which  he  returned 
to  Fnvnce,  arriving  at  Havre  de  Grace  on  the  20th  September, 
1(303.  and  a  book  describing  this  voyage  being  published 
attracteil  so  much  attention  that  connnercial  enterprise  in  the 
direction  of  the  new  world  was  greatly  stimulated  by  it. 
About  two  months  after  this,  Amyar  de  Chastes  having  died, 
a  conmiission  was  granteil  by  the  King  to  Sieur  de  Monts 
who  hail  succeeded  in  forming  an  association  of  merchants  for 
the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  fur  trade.  About  November, 
1(>03.  therefore,  De  Monts  with  two  vessels,  one  connnanded 
by  himself  and  the  other  by  Pontgrave,  set  sail  accompanied 
by  Champlain,  but  on  reaching  the  coast  of  America  the  oper- 
ations of  the  expedition  were  confined  to  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  and  in  the  following  sunnner,  they  extended  their 
operations  to  the  more  southern  shores  of  America  along  the 
New  Elngland  coast. 

In  1607,  the  monopoly  of  De  Monts  in  the  fur  trade  was 
abolisheil  owing  to  the  remonstrances  of  French  merchants, 
and  the  colony  which  he  had  established  on  the  Island  of  St. 
Croix  was  broken  up  the  colonists  returning  to  France  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year.  But  Henry  IV.  was  not  altogether  un- 
mindful of  the  merits  of  De  Monts  when  he  heard  the  report 
of  Champlain  and  the  colonists,  showing  all  that  hcwl  been 
done,  and  he  granted  a  renewal  of  the  monopoly  for  one  year. 

Dc*  Monts  then  fitted  out  another  expedition,  at  the  same 
time  appointing  Champlain  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  on  13th 
April,  1608,  it  left  Honfleur,  arriving  at  Ta^lousac  on  3rd  Jure, 
where  Champlain   found  Pontgrave,  who  had  preceded   him 
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in  serious  trouljle  with  soiik^  tra<lers  an<l  tishenneii.  a  ditficulty 
which    required    all    his    characteristic    prudence    to   settle 
amicably.     He  succeede<l,  however,  in  brinj^n^   about   j  eace, 
after  which,  having  constructed   a   small  vessel  of  fourteea 
tons,  he  proceeded  up  the  St.  Lawrence. 

On  the  3rd  July,  1608,  Champlain  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
City  of  Quebec,  and  the  erection  of  buildings  and  establish- 
ment of  his  colony  consume<l  so  ma  y  months,  that  he  and 
his  men  suffered  much  from  want  of  supplies.     As  a  result  of 
this,  a  mutiny  broke  out  among  his  colonists,  and  a  plot  to 
assassinate   him  being  discovered,  the  ringleader,  one  Duval, 
was  tried  and  hung,  which  had  the  effect  of  preventing  any 
further  insubordination  on  the  part  of  his  people.     During  the 
following  winter,  Champlain  on  learning  from  the  Indiar.s  of 
a  large  lake  and  beautiful  islands  in  the  interior,  determined, 
when  the  snow  had  melted,  to  explore  the  countrj'  thus  de- 
scribed. 

On  the  18th  June,  1609,  therefore,  he  set  out  on  this  ex- 
pedition, accompanied  by  about  sixty  warriors  of  the  Algon- 
quin tribe,  and  after  a  battle  with  the  Iroquois,  during  which 
the  tii-earms  of  Champlain  experienced  by  these  Indians  for 
the  first  time  did  good  service  in  obtaining  a  victory  over 
them,  he  proceeded  on  his  journey,  and  as  he  passed  up  the 
St.  Lawrence  it  was  observeil  that  the  Hochelagans  existed 
no  longer  although  the  ruins  of  their  town  remaineil.  Stada- 
cona  was  no  more,  and  it  seemed  to  Champlain  as  if  the  native 
populations  of  Cartier's  day  had  cease<l  to  possess  the  country. 
On  this  expedition  he  explored  the  river  Richelieu  and  the 
lake  which  bears  his  name,  after  which  he  returned  to  Quebec, 
and  soon  afterwards  set  sail  for  France,  arriving  at  Honfleur 
on  the  18th  October. 
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De  Moiits'  monopoly  had  now  expired,  yet  he  continued  his 
etfortw  in  the  new  world,  and  in  1610  Champlain  was  again 
^nt  out  with  two  vesHels  and  a  commission,  authorizing  him 
to  seize  any  vessel  he  should  find  trafficking  in  furs  between 
Quebec  and  the  sources  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     Armed  with 
tliis  arbitrary   power,  it   was   his   intention   to    foster    and 
develop  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  new  colony.     He  pur- 
posed exploring  the  Saguenay  and  up  the  Ottawa  to  Lake 
Superior,  and  even  had  some  idea  of  penetrating  as  far  as 
Hu<Lson*s  Bay,  the  great  inland  sea  which  he  had  heard  some- 
thing of  from  the  Indians,  but  war  between  his  allies  the 
Algomjuins  and  the  Iroquois,  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  take 
part,  prevented  him.     Again  the  firearms  of  the  French  pre- 
vaile^l.  the  Iroquois  being  defeated,  and  about  this  time  the 
Hurons,  who  were  then  a  powerful  tribe,  appeared  upon  the 
the  scene,  with  whom  Champlain  made  a  treaty  of  alliance 
and  tra<le,  and  having  thus  secured  strong  allies  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  he  returned  once  more  to  France  in  the  interest 
of  his  colony.     But   before   his   departure  he  inaugurated  a 
plan   for  obtaining  interpreters,  which  not   only   proved  of 
great  service  to  him  in  his  subsequent  enterprises,  bi|t  also  led 
the  way  to  future  exploration  and  settlement  in  the  North - 
West.     He  began  the  practice  of  placing  one  of  his  young 
men    with   the   Indians   to   live   with    them   and  learn  their 
language  and  customs,  at  the  same  time  sending  one  of  the 
latter  to  France  to  be  educated,  and  in  this  way  he  formed  a 
Htatfof  interpreters,  whose  services  became  invaluable  to  him. 
The  assassination  of  Henry  IV.  caused  Champlain  to  again 
vi.*iit  France  in  1610,  when,  having  powerful  friends  at  coui-t, 
he  succeeded  in  securing  a  renewal  of  his  commission,  with 
which  he  returned  to  Quebec,  and  during  1611  gave  most  of 
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his  attention  to  the  management  of  the  fur  trade.     It  was  at 
this  time  that  Champlaiu  established  a  post  on  the  site,  now 
occupieil   by   the   city   of   Montreal,  which   he   name<J  Place 
Royal,  but  which  was  aften^'ards  change<l  to  Pointe  &  Callienc 
The  fur  trade,  owing  to  excessive  competition,  now  became 
so  unprofitable  that  De  Monts  and  his  associates  wei*e  com- 
pelled to   abandon   it,   and   on  their   retirement   Champlain^ 
while  in  France,  formed  a  new  company  with  the  Count  de 
Soissons   at   its   head,   who,    however,  died    soon    after  this^ 
an<l  was  succeeded  by  the  Prince  de  Cond^.     The  fonnation 
of  this  company  occupied  the  whole  of  1612,  and  in   1613. 
Champlain  retume<l  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  arriving  at  Quebec 
on  the  7th  May,   when  he  undertook  an  expe<lition  up  the 
Ottawa  and   beyond.      It  was  on  this   expe<lition  that   one 
Nicolas  du  Vignan  asserted  to  him  that  in  the  winter  of  1612 
he  hail  visite<i  Hudson's  Bay  by  an  overland  route  from  the 
sources  of  the  Ottawa,  but  it   was  afterwanLs  proved  that 
Vignan  was  an  impostor,  aii<l  that  having  heard  accounts  of 
the  great  inlan<l  sea  from  Indians  he  had  endeavored  to  im- 
pose a  falsehwxl  up<^)n  Champlain.     The  latter,  at  the  time  this 
story  was  told  him,  was  at  Isle  des  Allumettes,  on  the  Ottawa,, 
and  only  atout  three  hundre<l  miles  fix)m  Hudson's   Bay. 

Champlain  now  paid  another  visit  to  France,  where  he  re- 
maine<l  cluring  the  whole  of  the  year  1614,  returning  to  Que- 
bec in  1615,  ami  bringing  with  him  three  missionary'  priests, 
and  a  lav  brother  Recollet  of  the  St.  Franciscan  onler.  He 
then  undei-tiXik  a  most  important  expe<lition  to  explore  the 
great  interior  of  which  he  had  heanl  so  much.  Ascending, 
the  Ottawa,  he  entere<l  the  Matawan,  and  by  other  waters 
roache<l  I^ke  Nipissing,  which  he  cr()s.se<l,  and  following 
French  river  entere<l   Lake   Huron  and  Cieorgian  Bay.     Pro- 
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celling  on  by  rivers  and  lakes  and  frequent  portages,  he  uian- 
ap?(l  to  i*each  Lake  Ontario  and  passed  over  to  the  New  York 
side,  where  he  and  his  Indian  allies  had  a  battle  with  the 
Irw|Uois,  in  which  he  was  wounded,  which  caused  him  to 
spend  the  winter  with  the  Hurons,  among  whom,  through 
the  exertions  of  Joseph  la  Caron,  one  of  the  Recollets  who 
accompanieil  him,  the  foundation  of  Indian  missionary  work 
was  then  laid. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Champlain  ma<le  frequent  visits  to 
hin  native  land,  which  he  did  for   the  purpose  of  obtaining 
aid  to  better  the  condition  of  the  colonists.     In  the  winter  of 
161()  he  once  more  went  to  France  accompanied  by  two  of  the 
Recollets,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  interest  in  the  colony 
and  the  missions  which  were  struggling  for  existence  on  the 
Iwnks  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     But  at  this  time  extreme  indif- 
^rence  was  shown  by  the  French  court  and  people  regarding 
the  colonizing  efforts  in  America,  and  Champlain  did  not  re- 
turn to  Quebec  until  July,  1620,  when  Madame  Champlain, 
then  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,   accompanied  him   and 
remaine<l  in  Canada  for  upwards  of  four  yeai-s.      About  this 
time  the  foundation  of  the  first  convent  was  laid  by  the  Re- 
^IIet«,  who,  though  few  in  number,  were  active  and  zealous  in 
the  spread  of  Christianity.     A  rival  fur  company  was  also  or- 
ganized, headed  by  William  de  Caeen,  but  its  competition  did 
'^^^t  last  long,  for  in  1622  it  became  amalgamated  with  the  old 
a^'^xjiation  established  by  Pontgrav^,  and  the  two  carried  on 
husiness  under  the  name  of  the  "  Company  of  Montmorency," 
tile  charter  granted  by  the  King  of  France  to  this  company 
'^in|(  for  twenty-two  years,   and  with    provision   in   it    for 
^'^uring  Champlain's  authority  as  Governor  and  the  main- 
tenance of   missions.      A  treaty   of  peace   wa«  also   effected 
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between  the  French,  the  Hurons  and  Algonquins  on  one 
side,  and  the  Iroquois  on  the  other,  but  unfortunately  it  only 
lasted  for  a  short  time. 

Chaniplain  s  path  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in  Canada, 
was  beset  with  difficulties  against  which  he  strove  with 
untiring  zeal,  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  colony 
being  lack  of  substantial  support  from  home.  For  four  years 
Madame  Champlain  labored  with  him,  and  endeared  herself  to 
the  colonists,  but  the  strain  upon  one  so  delicately  reared,  and 
the  privations  she  necessarily  had  to  endure,  were  more  than  she 
could  bear,  and  on  the  15th  August,  1624,  she  returned  with 
Champlain  to  France,  caiTying  with  her  the  love  and  esteem  of 
the  people  by  whom  her  absence  was  afterwards  deeply  regret- 
ted. The  object  of  Champlain's  visit  to  France  was  the  usual  one 
to  secure  more  generous  support  for  the  colony,  and  during 
his  absence  in  1624  he  appointed  De  Caeen  to  act  ais  governor 

for  him. 

The  following  year  the  vice-royalty  of  the  colony  was 
ti-ansferred  from  "  Montmorency  "  to  the  "  Due  de  Ventadoinr," 
a  nobleman  who  was  much  interested  in  the  extension  of  the 
missions,  and  who  afterwards  contributed  from  his  private 
resources  for  the  support  of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada.  When, 
therefore,  Le  Caron  and  Sagard,  the  Recollet  fathers,  applied 
about  this  time  to  the  Jesuits  for  assistance  to  carry  on  the 
missions  in  Canada,  the  Due  de  Ventadour  approved  of  it,  and 
in  June,  1625,  five  Jesuit  priests  and  one  additional  Recol- 
let sailed  from  France  for  Quebec.  Those  were  the  first  Jesuits 
to  land  in  Canada,  and  on  their  arrival,  owing  to  reports 
circulated  to  their  disadvantage,  they  were  coolly  received  by 
the  colonists,  an<l  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Recollet  fathers 
who  extended  to  them  their  kind  offices  and  hospitality,  they 
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would  have  gone  back  to  France.  The  presence  of  the  Jesuits 
and  Calvinists  in  Quebec  led  afterwards  to  dissensions  which 
pive  Champlain  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  led  him  finally  to 
appeal  to  Richelieu  to  support  his  authority. 

From  11)25    to   1627    the   colonists   sutfei-ed   much  from  a 
dearth  of  pixivnsions,  and  had  to  endui*e  the  rigors  of  winter  on 
short  allowance,  while  the  company  in   France  received  con- 
siderable profits  from  the  traffic  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     This, 
however,  did  not  induce  moi-e  liberal  treatment  of  the  colon- 
istJ<,  thus  {showing  that  the  pixKsecution  of  the  fur  trade,  the 
princijwl  business  of  the  country,  was  not  conducive  to  colon- 
iziition  purposes.     The  pix)gress  of  the  colony,  therefore,  was 
not  .satisfactory  to  Champlain  or  to  the   Council  of  State  in 
Fmnee.  and  in  1627,  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  dissolved  the  old 
fur  company  and  institute<l  a  new  one  called  "  La  compagnie 
de  la  Nouvelle  France/'  consisting  of  a  hundred  members  com- 
Uionlv  known  as  the  "  Hundred  Associates."     Richelieu,  him- 
»elf,  was  at  the  head  of  this  company,  and  its  authority  was 
to  extend  over  the  whole  of  New  France  and  Florida.     Its 
capital  was  three  hundreil  thousand  livi-es,  and  it  proposed  to 
send  to  Quebec  in  1628  from  two  to  three  hundred  artisans  of 
all  classes,  and  to  transport  within  the  space  of  fifteen  years 
four  thousand   colonists   to   New  France,  the  settlers  to  be 
wholly  suppoi-ted  by  the  company  for  three  years,  after  which 
ttich  one  of  them  was  to  \)e  assigne<l  as  much  land  as  he  could 
cultivate.      Only   natives   of   Finance  and  exclusively  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  the  country, 
and  the  company  was  to  have  exclusive  control  of  tra<le,  etc. 

It  seemed  as  if  a  determined  effort  to  colonize  Canada  was 
about  to  be  made  by  the  French,  and  in  the  spring  of  1628 
four  armed  vessels,  convoying  a  fleet  of  eighteen  transports, 
c 
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laden  with  emigrants  and  stores,  together  w^ith  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  pieces  of  ordnance,   left   France  for  Quebec 
But  the  expedition  was  destinecl  never  to  reach  the  St.  Law- 
rence, for  the  English  and  French  being  then  at  war,  a  fleet  of 
the  former  under  Admiral  Kirke  captured  the  transports  and 
convoy   of  the    *  Hundre<l  Associates,"  and   carried  them  to 
England.     Kirke  then  sailed  to  Quebec  and  summoned  Cham- 
plain  to  surrender  the  fort  and  town,  which  the  latter  refused 
to  do,  but  the  English,  who  were  prosecuting  the  war  with 
vigor,  were  resolved  to  take  pcxs-nession  of  the  French  settle- 
ments in  North  America.     Admiral    Kirke,  therefore,  agai 
appeared!  before  Quebec  and  summoned   Champlain  a  secon 
time  to  surrender,  and  the  latter  being  weakened  in  force  am.H 
shoi-t  of  pi-ovisious  finally  capitulated  in  July,   1629,  and  th^^ 
forts  which    he   had    taken   so   much   trouble   to   buiM   and 
strengthen  passeil  into  the  hands  of  the  English.     Champlain 
was  taken  to   England  and   held  prisoner  there  for  about  a 
month,  when  he  wa-s  liberated.     Canada,  however,  did  not  lon^ 
ivmain  in  the  possession  of  England,  for  the  treaty  which  was 
signe<l  in  1632  gave  France  all  her  North  American  possessions, 
and  Emery  de  Caeen  receive<l  a  monojx^ly  of  the  fur  trade  im- 
me<liately  afterwards  for  one  year,  in  order  to  permit  him  to 
recover  his  losses,  after  which  the  company  of  the  "  Hundred 
Ass<jciates  "  wjis  reinstated,  with  Champlain  once  more  in  eom- 
mancl. 

With  the  restoration  of  Champlain  to  power,  in  1683.  the 
missions  in  the  country  were  carrie<l  on  by  the  Jesuits  alone, 
the  R^^collets  never  having  resume<l  the  work  after  the  occu- 
pation of  New  France  by  the  English,  and  in  1633,  when  Cham- 
plain retuiTii^l  t(j  QueV>ec,  he  was  accompanied  by  the  Jesuit 
fathei's,  Eneniond  Mji.sse  and  Jean  de  Brebeuf,  the  latter  being 
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no  stranger  in  the  country,  having  been  a  niifisionary  among 
the  Indians  prior  to  the  taking  of  Quebec  by  Admiral  Kirke. 
It  was  about  this  time,  also,  that  the  annual  reports,  called  the 
"  Jesuit  Relations,"  began  to  be  regularly  transmitted  from 
Canada  to  the  Order  in  France,  and,  up  to  1672,  they  followed 
in  regular  succession,  forming"  a  series  of  valuable  documents, 
from  which  much  that  is  known  of  the  early  history  of  Can- 
ada is  derived. 

We  now  come  to  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  Canada,  when 
an  event  of  much  importance  to  the  North- West  occurred,  in 
the  sending  of  John  Nicolet  on  an  exploring  expedition  into 
the  interior.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  plan  inaugurat- 
ed by  Champlain  for  the  purpase  of  obtaining  a  staff  of  inter- 
preters, and  now  we  have  to  chronicle  some  of  the  good  results 
of  his  efforts  in  that  direction.  John  Nicolet  was  bom  in 
Cherbourg,  and  at  an  early  age  went  to  Quebec  where  he  was 
detailed  by  Champlain  for  work  among  the  Indians.  For  two 
years  he  was  w4th  the  Algonquins,  to  be  trained  as  an  inter- 
preter, and  during  that  time  suffered  much  hardship,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  learning  the  language.  He  next  lived  with  the 
Xipissings  for  eight  or  nine  years,  until  he  w^as  recognized  as 
one  of  that  nation,  and  in  1628,  he  is  said  to  have  paid  a  short 
Wsit  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  but  it  was  not  till  1638  that  he 
finally  returned  to  civilization,  fully  competent  to  act  as  an  In- 
dian interpreter. 

It  was  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  Algonquin,  Hui'on 
and  Iro(|Uois  tongues,  and  his  long  experience  w^hile  living 
with  the  tribes,  that  Champlain  recalled  Nicolet  to  Quebec,  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  him  on  a  mast  important  mission. 
Champlain,  at  that  time,  although  he  had  visited  Lakes  Huron 
and  Ontario,  knew  comparatively  little  about  the  great  inland 
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lakes.  He  heard  reports  of  their  magnitude,  saw  specimens  of 
copper  fix)ui  Superior,  and  learned  of  great  tribes  of  Indians 
living  far  in  the  interior,  but  he  wished  for  more  definite 
information.  He  imagined,  fix)m  the  descriptions  given  him 
of  the  tribes,  that  they  came  fi-om  China  and  Japan,  and  that 
the  great  lakes  foniiecl  the  waterway  leading  to  Asia.  Those 
far-off  Inrlians  were  named  the  People  of  the  Sea,  and  Cham- 
plain  hoped  that  by  gaining  more  information  about  them  and 
the  great  inlaml  waters  he  would  discover  a  new  highway  to 
the  East.  So  he  chose  Nicolet  and  sent  him  on  a  journey  of 
exploration  to  the  far  west. 

In  the  summer  of  1634,  therefoi*e,  Nicolet,  accompanied  by 
several  Jesuit  priests,  who  were  on  their  way  to  labor  in  the 
Huron  country,  left  Queljec  and  pnxieeded  as  far  as  Three 
Rivers,    where   he    built   a    fort.       In    July    he    resumed  hii> 
journey  to  visit  the  Wiimebiigoi^s,  and  as  he  and  his  party 
travelled  up  the  Ottawa  they  endured  great  hardships  until 
they  reached  Isle  des  Allumettes,  where  Nicolet,  parting  witH 
the  Jesuit  fathers,  turned  towanls  the  Hurons,  entinisted,  it  i^ 
sjvid,  with  authority  to  make  j)eace  between  them  and  th«^ 
Winnrbagoes,  whom  he  was  on  his  way  to  meet.     From  th*^ 
Huron  ccmntry  he  procee<led  in  a  birch  ])ark  canoe  along  ih^ 
northern  shore   of  Lake   Huron    on   U)   Sault    Sainte    Mari^ 
thence  uj)  (Jreen   Bay  toward  the  land  of  the   Winnebagoe^ 
and  on  the  wav  several  tribes  of  Indians  were  encountered^ 
and  presents  <listri])uted  among  them. 

Nicolet  wjis  tht»  tii-st  white  man,  so  far  as  known,  to  locrl 
upon  or  travei'se  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  from  the*" 
ht»  procee<led  up  Gn»en  Bay  until  he  reached  the  Menomon-*^ 
River,  where  he  rested  with  a  trilx*  of  that  name,  while  m^^* 
sengei*s   were  sent  ahead  to  notify  the   Winnebagoes  of  lr»-^ 
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ouiniiiir.  Th(^y,  hearing  of  his  proposed  visit,  dispatched  some 
of  their  people  to  meet  him,  and  on  his  arrival  feasted  and 
honored  him.  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  Manitou,  owing  to  his 
firearms,  which  he  displayed  by  tiring  off,  although  his  mis- 
sion was  one  of  peace,  and  he  succeeded  in  impressing  the 
Winnebagoes  so  favorably  that  he  resolved  to  proceed  farther 
and  visit  other  tribes.  He  travelled  along  the  Fox  River 
until  he  came  to  Winnebago  Lake,  which  he  passed  through, 
and,  once  more  entering  the  river,  journeyed  to  the  country  of 
the  Mascoutins.  From  there  he  turned  his  steps  southward, 
and,  leaving  the  course  of  the  Fox,  visited  the  prairies  of 
Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  land  of 
the  Winnebagoes. 

In  the  spring  of  1635,  Nicolet  set  out  on  his  return  to 

Quebec  by  way  of  the  Mackinaw,  along  the  south  shore  of  the 

Great  Manitoulin  Island,  thence  to  the  countrj'  of  the  Hurons, 

and  from  tliere  to  the  mouth  of  the  French  River,  up  that 

stream  to  Lake  Nipissing,  and  down  the  Mattawa  and  Ottawa 

to  the  St.  Lawrence,  thus  ending  art  expedition  which  was  the 

means  of  unlocking  the  door  to  the  far  west. 

At  the  beginning  of  1634,  the  whole  French  population  on 

^^^  St.  Lawrence  was  hardly  one  hundred  and  tifty  souls, 

mostly  engaged   in   the  fur   traffic   for   the  company  of  the 

""ondred  Associates,"  and  but  little  was  known  of  the  interior 

^*  the  continent.      A  few  English  and  other  strangers  were 

•'^  engaged  in  trading  with  the  Indians,  but  Champlain  was 

^t  long  in  power  until  he  managed  to  regain  the  friendship 

*''^  allegiance  of  all  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  French  then 

'^ed  supreme,  to  almost  the  entire  exclusion  of  other  trad- 

^  '^^tionalities. 

^'^^inplain,  after  Nicolet's  return  from  his  expedition  to  the 
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far  west,  was  not  pennitte<l  to  follow  up  the  work  of  explor- 
ing the  gi-eat  interior.  In  October,  1635,  while  attending  to 
his  duties,  he  was  laid  prostrate  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  and 
from  that  moment  never  rose  from  his  bed.  After  a  lingering 
illness  of  two  and  a  half  months  duration,  the  great  explorer 
and  founder  of  Quebec  breathed  his  last,  thus  closing  a  career 
of  wonderful  activity  and  entei'prise,  during  which  he  laid 
the  foundations  of  prosperity  and  happiness  for  future  gener- 
ations. During  his  last  illneas  he  was  attended  by  Charles 
Lalement,  who  wrote  the  Relations  of  1()26,  and  this  worthy 
priest  officiated  at  the  funeral  ceremonies.  It  is  a  strange 
fact,  in  connection  with  Champlain,  that  there  has  not  been 
found  in  Quebec,  so  far  as  known,  a  single  document  signed  by 
him,  and  even  the  resting-place  of  his  remains — the  Father  of 
New  France — is  a  mystery  at  the  present  day. 

In  1641,  two  Jesuit  fathei's,  named  Isaac  Joques  and  Cliarles 
Raymbault,  passed  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  north- 
ward, and  reached  Sault  Sainte  Marie,  where  they  met  an 
assemblage  of  2,000  Algonquins.  The  missionary  priests  were 
among  the  most  active  explorers  of  early  days  in  Canada  and 
the  North-West,  and  we  only  mention  the  case  of  Fathers 
Jo<iues  and  Raymbault,  in  the  present  instance,  as  a  link  im^ 
the  chain  of  overland  explorations  we  are  now  describing,  it; 
being  our  intention  to  devote  a  whole  chapter  to  the  work  of 
the  missionaries. 

In  1654,  a  ti-eaty  of  peace  was  effected  between  the  French 
and  the  Iixxiuois,  and  traders  penetrated  the  regions  of  the 
upper  lakes,  returning  la<:len  with  peltries  and  telling  wonder- 
ful stories  of  wliat  they  saw.     No  complete  record  is  to  be 
foun<l  of  the  jouriieyings  of  those  hardy  men,  but  stray  nar- 
ratives of  their  exploits  indicate  that  they  were  in  i-eality  the 
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forerunners  of  the  uiisHionaries  and  the  early  explorers.  It  is 
jrenerally  admitted  that  the  "  Coureurs  dea  Bois"  the  name 
by  which  those  traders  and  trappers  were  known,  pi*eceded  all 
others  in  the  overland  exploration  of  the  North- West. 

In   1649,  Meilard  Chouart,  known  as  Sieur  des  Groseillier, 
and  Pierre  d'  Esprit,  or  Sieur  Radisson,  pashe<l  their  way  be- 
yond Lake  Superior,  and  while  journeying  with  the  Hurons 
heai-d  much  of  the  deep,  wide  and  beautiful  river  (the  Miss- 
issippi).     So   impressed  were   they  with  the  accounts  they 
received  that  they  resolved  to  penetrate  far  inland  with  the 
idea  of  reaching  this  river  and  exploring  the  country  tributary 
to  it.     They  therefore  proceeded  a  long  distance  into  the  in- 
terior, trading   with  the   Sioux   Indians  who  inhabited  the 
countrj'  between  the  St.  Croix  and  Mississippi   rivera,   and 
after  an  absence  of  about  a  year  returned  to  Montreal  with 
thive  hundred  Indians  and  sixty  canoes  laden  with  a  wealth 
of  skins.     So  successful  had  been  this  expedition  that,  although 
De  Ciroseillier  only  returned  on  the  19th  August,  he  at  once 
collected  together  a  fresh  outfit  of  gootls  for  trading  purposes, 
an<l  left  Montreal  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  far  west.      On  this  occasion  he  was  accompanied 
by  an  aged  missionary,  named  Rene  Menard,  and  his  servant 
(iuerin,  who,  becoming  discouraged  at  the  indifference  of  the 
In<lians  to  the  cause  of  religion,  left  De  Groseillier  on  the 
southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  went  to  live  with  the 
Hurons,  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  where  the 
worthy  priest  afterwards  perished. 

De  Groseillier  and  Radisson  returned  from  this  second  trip 
with  information,  gathered  fi'om  the  Indians,  of  a  great  inland 
sea  to  the  north,  and  a  firm  detennination  to  go  and  explore 
it.     Accordingly,  on  the  2nd  May,  1662,  they  set  out,  and  be- 
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ing  guided  by  the  Indians  succeeded  in  reaching  Hwlson's 
Bay.  The  result  of  this  journey  and  subsequent  expe^litions 
of  De  Groseillier,  to  the  north,  was,  as  we  will  show  hereafter, 
the  formation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  1670. 

In  1()69,  Louis  Joliet  an<l  one  Perd  went  as  far  as  Sault 
Sainte  Marie,  and  from  there,  in  company  with  another 
Fi-enchman,  proceede<l  through  the  valley  of  the  Grand  River 
to  I^ke  Ontario,  where  they  wintei^ed,  returning  to  Montreal 
in  the  spring.  In  1670,  Nicholas  Perrot,  a  leading  spirit 
among  the  ''Coureius  dei^  Boin,''  visited  Quebec  and  was 
invite<l  by  Talon  to  act  as  guide  and  interpreter  to  his  <leputy, 
Simon  Francois  Daumont,  the  Sieur  Sainte  Lusson,  who  was 
commissioned  to  go  to  Liike  Sui>erior  to  search  for  copper 
mines  and  confer  with  the  trilx^s.  In  October,  therefore, 
Saint  Lus.son  and  Perrot  left  Montreail  and  ti'avelle*!  as  far  as 
,  I^kes  Huron  and  Superior,  where  they  took  ix)ssession  in  the 
name  of  I^uis  XIV. 

In  1678,  Daniel  (ireysolon  dii  Luth  stalled  from  Quebec  for 
the  pin-pose  of  exploring  the  land  of  the  Dacotahs  and  Assini- 
Ixjines,  and  in  1679  he  visitiMl  paits  of  the  Dacotah  countrj', 
where  no  white  man  had  ever  l)een.  He  also  succee<leil  in 
bringing  alxnit  peace  lx»tween  the  various  tribes  in  that  part 
of  the  North-West,  and,  it  has  lx*en  claime<l,  extende<l  his  explor- 
ations iis  far  as  Rainy  Liike,  but  this  is  a  matter  open  to  doubt. 

In  1717,  LieutiMiant  Rol)ertal  tie  I^inoue  constinicted  a  foil 
at  Kaministi()ue,  and  in  1731,  Verendrye  arrived  there  on  his 
way  to  Lake  Superior.  To  Verendrye  bekmgs  the  credit  of 
being  the  first  explorer  to  cross  the  plains  of  the  gi'eat  North- 
West,  although  it  is  claime<l  by  some  that  the  CoureuvA  deA 
Bois  pivce<led  him  in  his  great  jouniey  to  the  Saskatchewan, 
an  account  of  wliieh  apjxvii*s  in  a  lat<»r  chapter  of  this  history. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


THE   EARLY    MISSIONARIES. 


Canada,  and  especially  the  Noi-th-West,  owes  much  to  the 
unilauntecl  zeal  and  energy  of  the  early  missionaries.  Their 
trials  and  privations  would  themselves  form  the  subject  for 
a  goofl-8ize<l  volume,  and,  therefore,  in  the  limited  space  at 
command,  although  as  complete  a  i^econi  as  possible  will  be 
given  concerning  their  great  work,  many  interesting  details 
will  have  to  be  omitted. 

In  1614,  Champlain  brought  with  him  fn>m  France  three 
missionary  priests,  named  Denis  Jamay,  tFean  1)  olbeau,  Joseph 
Le  Caron,  and  a  lay  brother,  Pjvcifitjue  du  Plessis,  all  of  whom 
were  Recollets  of  the  Franciscan  Order.  Joseph  Le  Caron  was 
sent  into  the  interior  an<l  travelle<l  a  distance  of  seven  hundred 
miles  to  Lake  Huron,  and  on  his  an-ival  at  what  is  now  the 
noith-westem  part  of  Simcoe  cotinty,  the  Huix)n  Indians  built 
a  wigwam  for  him,  where  he  offered  his  tirst  mass.  For  six 
months,  this  great  Franciscan  missionary,  amid  hardships  and 
peril,  continued  to  study  the  language  of  the  tribes,  and  on 
the  20th  May,  1616,  retumecl  to  Thi-ee  Rivers  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  helpmates  in  the  work  he  had  undertaken.  It  was 
not.  however,  until  the  spring  of  1623  that  he  again  visited 
the  Huron  country,  and  when  he  did,  he  was  accompanie^l  by 
Father  Nicholas  Viel  and  Brother  (iabriel  Sagiird.  The 
Hurons  received  the  three  missionaries  with  o|)en  arms,  and 
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built  a  chapel  for  them,  after  whieli  Le  Caron  returned  to 
Quebec,  leaving  Father  Viel  to  continue  tlie  niisHion  alone. 
The  latter,  by  patience  and  pei-severance,  managed  to  acquire 
a  fair  knowledge  of  the  Huix)n  language,  but  his  success  in 
instructing  and  convei'ting  the  Indians  was  so  disappointing 
that  he  wrote  U)  Le  Caron  for  moi-e  help,  which  resulted  in  an 
application  to  the  Jesuits  to  assist  in  the  missionary  work  of 
New  France. 

In  1625,  the  Fi-anciscans  had  a  number  of  missions  in  the 
country,  and,  besides  those  in  New  Bruiisw^ick  and  Nova 
Scotia,  had  others  at  Tadousac,  Quebec,  Three  Rivers,  among 
the  Nipissings  and  in  the  land  of  the  Hurons.  Finding  the 
work,  therefoi'e,  so  promising,  they  were  desirous  of  engaging 
more  pnests  in  it,  but  in  this  apparently  they  found  some  dif- 
ticultv  initil  the  Onler  of  Recollets  in  Paris  invited  the  Jesuits 
to  assist  them.  At  that  time,  the  Due  de  Ventadour  was  vice- 
i-oy  of  New  France,  and,  Ijeing  nmch  interested  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  missions,  gave  his  approval  to  the  employment  of 
the  Jesuits  in  the  work.  Accordingly,  Enemond  Masse,  Charles 
Lalement,  who  became  afterwards  a  great  favorite  with  Chain- 
plain,  and  John  de  Brebeuf,  came  over  to  Quebec.  At  first 
their  reception  by  the  colonists  was  not  of  a  friendly  nature, 
antl  it  is  sai<l  that  if  the  Recollets  had  not  come  forward  and 
opened  their  dinars  to  them,  the  Jesuits  would  have  returned 
to  Fiance.  They  i-emained,  however,  and  having  command  of 
resources  from  influential  friends,  they  l)egan  to  build,  and 
brought  over  men  to  swell  the  settlement  and  cultivate  the 
gixHind. 

It  was  on  the  IDth  June,  1625,  that  Fathers  Lalement, 
Masse  and  Brebeuf  arrived  at  Quel:)ec,  and  with  them  came  a 
Franciscan  priest  of  noble  family,  named  Joseph  de  la  Roche 
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Dallioii.  Lalement  remained  at  Quebec,  and  in  1626  wrote  the 
first  letter  of  the  now  famous  "Relations  of  the  Jesuits,"  while 
Jean  de  Brebeuf,  being  selected  for  the  Hui'on  mission,  passed 
sevei"al  niontlis  among  the  Indians,  to  prepare  for  the  work 
before  him.  Father  Le  Caron  never  returned  to  the  Hurons, 
but  about  the  time  Brebeuf  started  to  labor  among  that  tribe 
he  departeil  for  France,  and  died  there  in  March,  1632. 
Father  Viel,  while  returning  to  Quebec,  in  1625,  was  treacher- 
ously munlered  by  a  Huron  guide,  at  a  spot  on  the  haiik  of 
the  rapids,  near  Montreal,  which  still  bears  the  name  of  Sault 
au  Recollet.  And  thus  the  Franciscans  givwlually  gave  way 
to  the  Jesuits. 

The  recoi*d  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  in  North  America  is  a 
chapter  of  history  full  of  personal  devotedness,  energy,  cour- 
age and  pei'severance.  Men  of  intelligence  and  education, 
they  gave  up  all  that  civilized  life  could  offer,  to  share  the 
precarious  life  of  wandering  savages,  and  were  the  first  to 
reveal  the  character  of  the  interior  of  the  country,  its  soils  and 
pnxlucts,  the  life  and  ideas  of  the  natives,  and  the  system  of 
American  languages. 

In  July,  1626,  Brebeuf,  in  company  with  Father  de  None, 
who  had  just  arrived  from  France,  and  Joseph  de  la  Roche 
Dallion,  started  for  the  shoi^es  of  Lake  Huron.  A  man  of 
broad  frame  and  giant  strength,  this  great  Jesuit  priest  com- 
mander! the  respect  of  the  Indians  with  whom  he  travelled,  by 
his  tireless  endurance,  as  stroke  for  stix>ke,  with  the  strongest 
of  the  Hurons,  he  dipped  his  paddle  fi-om  morning  to  night, 
and,  to  the  amazement  of  his  savage  companions,  showed  no 
signs  of  fatigue.  De  None,  who  was  comparatively  aged,  was 
unable  sometimes  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  journey,  and 
weakene<l  under  his  load,  exciting  thus  the  ridicule  of  the 
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Indians.  Then  Brebeuf  would  hasten  to  his  companions 
assistance,  and.  relieving  him  of  his  burden,  would  carrj'  hi» 
double  loail  for  hours,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  all.  When 
they  reached  the  mission  of  St.  Joseph,  they  found  Father 
Viel's  liark  chapel  still  standing,  and  there  Brel)euf  and  de 
Noue  remained,  while  Father  Dallion  went  to  open  a  missioD 
in  another  jmrt  of  the  country. 

Father  Dallion  remained  but  a  short  time  among  the  Hu- 
rons,  for  being  summoned  to  Quebec  he  went  there  in  1627 
and  never  i-etumed  to  the  mission,  while  Father  De  None, 
unable  to  master  the  Huron  language,  and  suffering  from  ill 
health,  dejmrtcHl  also  in  the  spring  of  1627,  and  John  de  Bre- 
beuf wjis  left  alone  with  the  Hurons.  This  wonderful  man 
t<K»k  up  his  position  fearlessly  and  with  a  determination  to 
tight  the  Irnttle  of  Christianity,  no  matter  how  powerful  the 
foe.  Accustoming  himself  to  the  hanlships  of  life  in  an 
Indian  camp,  he  set  to  work  to  win  the  souls  of  the  savages, 
and  succee<le<l  in  endearing  himself  to  them,  even  making 
some  cijnverts,  although,  on  the  whole,  he  may  l)e  said  to 
have  failed  in  ci-eating  nnich  impi'ession  on  their  hardened 
hearts.  When  he  spoke  to  them  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
church,  thev  would  sav,  "  Echon,"  vou  want  us  to  love  the 
IiXMjuois,  to  take  only  one  wife  and  to  love  her  for  all  time: 
vou  sav  that  we  nmst  not  eat  the  flesh  of  our  enemies,  and 
ask  us  to  give  up  our  me<licine  feasts  and  many  other  things. 
We  tell  vou,  vou  are  askinir  somethinj^  we  cannot  do.  unless 
your  Ci<xl  will  change  us  fi-om  what  we  are.  Brebeuf  replie«l 
that  his  (io<l  was  all  powerful. 

In  162H,  he  was  summone<l  to  Que>)ec.  and  a  short  time 
after  his  arrival  there  the  city  suiTen^lered  to  the  English. 
inider  Admiral  Kirke,  who  carried  the    Fi-anciscan  and  Jesuit 
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priests  to  England,  from  whence  they  sailed  for  France,  in 
October,  1629. 

About  this  time  the  court  of  France  seems  to  have  consider- 
ed that  both  the  Recollets  and  Jesuits  had  failed  to  acquire  the 
languages  of  the  Indians  sufficiently  to  suit  the  work  of  God 
and  His  Majesty  the  King.  So  each  Order  hastened  to  put  in 
print  evidences  of  its  proficiency,  the  Recollets  publishing  a 
Huron  dictionary,  and  the  Jesuits  a  translation  of  the  cate- 
chism into  Huron,  with  the  Loi-d  s  Prayer  and  other  devotions 
into  Montaguais.  But  Cardinal  Richelieu  seemed  to  favor 
neither  Order,  and  when  England  yielded  up  her  Canadian 
conquest  to  France,  on  the  29th  March,  1682,  he  offered  the 
mission  to  his  favorite  Order,  the  Capuchins,  and  only  when 
they  declined  it  did  he  permit  the  Jesuits  to  return.  With 
the  restoration  of  Canada  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ger- 
main, the  great  Jesuit  missions  may  be  said  to  have  begun,  as 
the  Recollets  did  not  return  to  take  up  the  work. 

On  the  13th  July,  1632,  Emery  de  Caeen  entered  upon  pos- 
session of  Quebec,  by  right  of  his  charter  granted  for  the  space 
of  one  year  by  the  King  of  France,  and  when  he  sailed  for 
Canada,  Fathers  Paul  le  Jeune  and  De  None  accompanied  him, 
to  look  after  the  missions.     In  the  following  year.  Fathers 
Brebeuf  and  Masse  arrived  with  Champlain,  and  the  hopes  of 
the  missionaries  were  once  more  directed  to  the  Huron  coun- 
trj'.     But  the  Algonquins  of  the  Ottawa  refused  them  passage 
through  their  country  until  Champlain  finally  purchased  the 
right  of  way,  and  in  July,  1633,  Fathers  Daniel,  Davost  and 
Brebeuf  embarked  with  a  party  of  Hurons,  and,  after  much 
haniship,  being  deserted  by  their  Indian  guides,  arrived  at 
their  destination.     WTien  Brebeuf  reached  the  spot  where  he 

had  previously  established  the  mission,  he  found  his  chapel 
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destroyt**!  ami  the  village  in  niin»,  but,  taking  Up  a  trail,  he 
.succee<le<l  in  finding  his  oUl  Indian  friends,  who  received  him 
with  every  inanife«t*ition  of  joy. 

For  nearly  two  years,  these  three  priests  workeil  tofrether, 
an<l  in  1085  Fathei-s  Daniel  and  Davost  returnee!  to  Quebec 
While  on  their  way  back,  thev  met  Fathers  Garnier  and 
Chastelain  ti-avelling  to  the  northern  mission,  and  at  Three 
Rivers  they  found  Father  Joques  about  ready  to  follow,  the 
latter  havinpf  only  arrived  from  France.  So  Fathers  Daniel 
and  Davost  knew  that  Brebeuf  would  not  be  alone  nianv 
days. 

Father  Jo(|ues  arrived  at  the  mission  in  September,  1636, 
in  time  to  see  the  missionaries  undergo  a  terrible  onleal.  It 
seems  that  the  summer  l)eing  dry,  the  drought  had  extended 
far  and  near,  and  the  medicine  men  of  the  tribe  had  blamed 
the  black  cross  in  front  of  the  mission  for  it.  Brebeuf  painted 
the  cross  white,  and  still  the  drought  continued.  Then  the 
Fathers  calle<l  a  council  and  pi*aye<l  for  rain,  and  that  evening 
copious  showers  fell.  The  effect  was  greater  than  all  the  ser- 
mons the  Fathers  ha/1  preache<l.  Next,  a  disease  broke  out 
annmg  the  Indians,  canying  off  many,  and  again  the  mission- 
aries were  blame<l  anrl  their  lives  threatened  on  several  occa- 
sions. But  Brebeuf  was  l)ol<l  ami  brave,  an<l,  although  he 
had  a  narrow  escape,  he  and  his  fellow  priests  being  marked 
for  death,  the  Hurons,  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  laid 
down  tlie  nmiflenius  hatchet,  and  the  missicm  was  spared. 

The  missionaries,  who  now  numl)ered  nine  persons — Fathers 
Brebeuf,  I>?  Mercier,  Cha.stelain,  Garnier,  Jo<jues,  Ragueneau, 
Du]>en)n,  Ia*  Moyne  and  Jeixinu*  Ltilemant,  who  acte^l  as  Su- 
pt^rior.  had  many  such  escape's  and  sutfeiv^l  many  soiv  trials 
at  the  hands  of  the  tickle   Hurons.     They  had  two  missions. 
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one  calle<i  Conception,  and  the  other  St.  Joseph,  but  they 
re^solved  that  a  permanent  and  central  residence,  isolated  from 
the  HuiK>n  towns,  which  would  serve  as  their  headquarters, 
was  a  necessity,  and  the  result  of  this  was  that  a  chain  of 
buildings,  including  a  large  chapel,  was  expected  and  named 
Sainte  Marie. 

In  1689,  Fathers  Joques  and  Gamier  visited  the  Petun 
tribe  without  meeting  with  any  success,  although  the  follow- 
ing year  Father  Gamier  was  more  fortunate,  and  established 
himself  in  their  midst  In  1641,  some  of  the  Ottawas,  repre- 
senting tlie  great  Algonquin  tribe,  visited  the  mission,  and  on 
their  return  were  accompanied  by  Father's  Raymbault  and 
Joques  to  Sault  Sainte  Marie,  those  two  priests  being  the  first 
Europeans  that  ever  passed  through  the  Sault  and  stood  on 
the  shores  of  the  great  Northern  lake. 

In  1640-41,  Fathei^s  Brebeuf  and  Chaumonot  paid  a  visit 
to  a  tribe  known  as  the  Neutrals,  who  lived  on  the  peninsular 
land  stretching  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  tlien,  as 
now,  a  most  delightful  country.  But  the  Neutrals  would  not 
receive  the  priests,  who,  disappointed  but  not  disheartened, 
returned  to  Sainte  Marie  on  19th  March,  1641.  Several 
Christian  Hurons  afterwards  went  to  the  Neutrals  on  mis- 
sionary service,  and  in  1645  a  band  of  the  latter,  numbering 
about  one  hundred,  visited  the  Huron  village,  but  before  any 
good  could  result  from  the  efforts  of  the  priests  and  their 
Huron  converts,  the  Neutrals  were  almost  wiped  out  of  exist- 
ence by  the  Iroquois. 

In  1642,  Fathers  Claude  Pijart  and  Charles  Raymbault 
opened  a  mission  on  the  northern  shores  of  Lake  Nipissing, 
and  again,  in  1645,  Fathers  Pijart  and  Garreau  lalx)red 
amongst  the  tribes  iu  that  part  of  the  country.     But  tliey 
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met  with  verj'  little  eucouragement,  and  the  Hutfcrings  they 
endured  and  the  insults  heaped  ui>on  them  would  have  dis- 
heartened any  other  men.  These  unselfish,  patient,  enduring 
priests,  however,  finally  succeeiied  in  opening  a  mission  with 
the  Xipissings,  making  many  converts  among  them,  and  if  the 
tribe  luul  not  ]>een  disjx»i"sed  in  1650  by  the  Iroquois,  there  is 
reason  to  supi>ose  that  they  would  have  been  won  eventually 
to  Christianitv. 

And  now  comes  a  |)ericKl  of  <lisaster  to  the  brave  uiission- 
aries.  In  1648,  the  Inxjuois,  who  were  the  most  warlike  and 
ruthless  among  the  American  Indians,  attacked  the  Hurons 
and  <lestix>yetl  their  villages.  Father  Daniel  was  shot  dead  in 
his  chapel  while  ministering  to  his  ])eople,  and  Fathers  Bre- 
beuf  and  Lalemant  were  put  to  death  after  enduring  the  most 
horrible  toilup's.  So  complete  was  the  destruction  of  the 
Huron  trilx*  that  the  fathei-s  ivsolve<l  to  bum  their  mission 
houses  at  Sainte  Marie,  and  remove  to  an  Island  on  Lake 
Huron,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Isle  St.  Joseph.  The 
Ir<M|Uois  next  attacked  the  Petuns,  where  Father  Gamier  had 
a  mission,  who  tell  a  victim  to  their  ferocity,  and  about  the 
same  time  Father  C'habanel,  left  liehind  by  his  companions,  the 
Hurons,  who  were  fleeing  fn>m  the  Iro^juois,  was  never  seen 
again,  but  it  afterwards  transpired  that  a  treacherous  Huron, 
naine<l  Louis  Honai-eenhax,  an  ajKWtaU*  In<lian,  met  aniL  killed 
him.  As  a  result  of  these  disastei-s,  arising  from  the  assaults 
of  the  Iroquois,  the  Jesuit  missionaries  weiv  finally  oblige*! 
in  1650,  to  abandon  tin*  Huron  country,  and  descendetl  to 
(JuelxK.*  with  a  number  of  Huix>n  Indians,  who  afterwards 
ItX'ated  at  Lorette. 

In  I60.5.  the  uudaunte<l  missionaries  resolved  to  make  an- 
other attenqit  to  christianize  the  Iro<juois,  and  Pere  Chauniont 
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and  Claude  Dablon  succeeded  in  preaching  the  truths  of 
Cliri«tianity  to  them.  About  the  same  time,  Fathers  Gabriel 
Druillettes  and  Leonard  Garreau  started  on  a  mission  to  the 
Sioux,  but  on  their  way  were  captui*ed  by  a  band  of  Mohawks 
and  forced  to  return.  In  1661,  these  two  priests  opened  the 
mission  of  St.  Francois  Xavier  among  the  Crees  of  the  Noi-th- 
West,  and  this,  and  the  missions  attempted  among  the  Sioux, 
Ijeyond  the  Mississippi,  mark  the  western  limit  of  the  old 
Jesuit  efforts  to  convei't  the  native  tribes. 

About  this  time,  the  Jesuits  resigned  the  parishes  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  which  they  dii-ected,  and  confined  themselves  to 
their  college  and  the  Indian  missions,  and  a  collision  having 
taken  place  between  them  and  the  Governor,  in  regard  to  the 
sale  of  liquor  to  the  Indians,  the  Goverinnent  of  France  sent 
Vjack  the  RecoUets  to  labor  in  Canada.  The  latter,  however, 
<lid  not  undertake  any  important  missions  among  the  tribes, 
leaving  that  fiekl  to  the  Jesuits. 

In  1668,  the  fii-st  missionary  priest  visited  Hudson's  Bay 
in  the  person  of  Father  La  Couture,  who  went  there  by  order 
of  tlie  Governor  of  Canada,  and  this  brings  us  to  the  time 
when  other  onlera  of  priests  were  permitted  to  enter  the  field 
of  Indian  missions.  In  1667,  in  addition  to  the  Jesuit  mis- 
sionaricH,  two  Sulpician  priests  began  to  labor  among  the 
savages.  Bishop  Laval  having  relaxed  his  rule,  which  con- 
tiiie<l  the  Indian  missions,  under  his  jurisdiction,  solely  to  the 
Jcfsuit  Fathers. 

In  a  narrative  such  as  the  present  one,  with  the  small 
amount  of  space  at  command,  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all 
the  names  of  the  worthy  missionaries  engaged  during  those 
early  days  in  extending  the  Christian  religion  in  the  <lirec- 
tion  of  the  Xorth-West,  or  their  manv  acts  of  devotion  ;  Init 

I) 
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siitHcient  has  l)eon  iiientioned  U)  show  the  heix>i.siii  and  resig- 
nation, under  the  most  trvin<j  <lit!iculties,  of  those  noble  men. 
We  must  not  forget,  however,  the  lion-heail^Ml  Claude  Allouez, 
who  <jfave  the  name  of  Sainte  Marie  to  the  waters  dividing 
Lakes  Huix)n  and  SujK^rior,  and  who  for  thii-ty  veal's  preached 
the  gospel  to  tlie  Indians,  and  estiiblished  missions  among  no 
less  tlian  twentv  <Htierent  nations. 

In  l(i71.  Father  Charles  All^mel  was  the  tii-st  white  man 
who  made  the  overland  journey  by  the  Saguenay  to  Hudson's 
Bay.  Thus  the  missionaries  gi-adually  extendeil  their  sphere 
of  ojK'rations  in  the  direction  of  the  North-West,  and  while 
the  missions  wei*e  l)eing  enlarged  and  extendeil  in  the  ivgiou 
of  the  great  inland  lakes,  and  priests  were  known  to  jwy 
visits  to  the  noith^rn  seas,  it  was  not  until  1731  that  a  mis- 
sionary <*ntere<l  the  vast  prairie  region  of  the  north.  It  wa*< 
in  that  year  that  Pen'  Messager  accompanied  the  Sieur 
Vareiines  de  la  V('ran<h'ye  on  his  exiK^lition  west  of  Lake 
Su}>erioi\  and  was  tln»  tii*st  Christian  priest  who  ever  visite«l 
what  was  known  as  Rupeit's  I^ind.  In  1730,  a  party  (»f 
vova;:tMn*s,  under  the  command  of  one  of  the  sons  of  M.  de  la 
Verandrve,  was  accompanie<l  by  a  Jesuit  jaiest  name*!  Pert* 
Arneau,  an<l  this  party,  wliilt*  campe<l  on  an  island  in  a  lake 
nauKMl  the  Lie  <le  la  Croix,  a  short  <listance  west  of  Lake 
Superior,  was  attack**  I  by  a  ban<l  of  Sioux,  who  massacre<l 
them.  th»*  pilest  beirg  among  the  numl)er  kille^l.  Fn>ni  that 
time  until  IHIS  no  serious  attem})t  wjus  made  by  the  Church 
of  R<niu'  to  est^Jlblish  its<'lf  in  the  far  North- West,  when 
Fathei*s  Joseph  Noilx^rt  Provencher  and  S^vei'e  Dumoulia 
arrive  1  at  He<l  Uiver. 

In  closin<;  this  chapter,  it  mav  Ix*  well  to  inve  the  followin«I 

r^  I  «  r^  CT" 

ev  -nts  connected  with  the  early  missionaries  in  chronological 
onler : — 
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1015.     Father  Joseph  le  Caroii  discovered  Lake  Nipissing, 

ami   was   the   tirat   European    that  stoxl  on  the 

shores  of  Lake  Huron. 
HVS^y     Father  John  Dolbeau  met  the  Esijuiuiax. 
UJ40.     Fathers   Brebeuf  and  Chaumonot  discovered    Lake 

Erie. 
KI41.     Fathers   Joi^ues   and    Raynibault    discovered    Lake 

Superior. 
1042.     Fatlier  Joijues  was  the  tirst  white  man  that  ever 

saw  Lake  Geortje. 
104r».     Fatlier  l)u  Quen  discovered  Lake  St.  John. 
105.S.     Father  Poncet  wjis  the  tirst  white  man  that  sailed 

down  the  St.  Lawrence  from  Lake  Ontario. 
1  (»♦)().     The  Jesuits  traced  a  map  sliowint^  Lake  Superior. 
U}{\:\.     Father  La  Couture  visited  Hudson's  Bav. 
U>()5.     Father  Allouez  confirmed  the  re})ort  of  the  existence 

of  coi)per  on  the  islands  of  Lake  Superior. 
1007.     Father  Allouez  discovereil  Lake  Xipe^^n. 
1071.     Father  Charles  Albanel  was  the  tirst  white  man  that 

ma<le  the  overland  journey  by  the  Saguenay  to 

Hudson's  Bav. 
1781.     Father  Mess«itrer  was  the  tirst  missionarv  to  enter 

the  gi-e.it  prairie  region  of  the  North -West. 


CHAPTER  V. 

EXPU^RATIONS   IX    HUDSONS   BAY,   AND   CONFLICTS   BETWEEN 

THE   ENGLISH   AND    FRENCH. 

Although  Sebastian  Cabot  is  creiliteil  with  having  entered 
Hudson's  Bay,  the  tii-st  explorer  of  its  shoi-es  was,  undoubted- 
ly, Henry  Hudson.  Several  attempts  to  find  a  northwest  pas- 
sage in  the  direction  of  the  Iwiy  were  made,  prior  to  Hu<lson's 
expe<litions,  but  none  of  them  succeeded  in  penetrating  farther 
than  Davis'  Straits.  In  1605,  James  Hall  and  John  Knight, 
two  navigatoi's  of  note,  the  former  in  the  employ  of  the  Danes 
and  the  latter  in  the  sei'vice  of  England,  made  voyages  to  the 
northern  seas.  In  1()0(),  Hall  undertook  another  voyage,  and 
in  the  year  following,  he  and  Knight  each  undertook  expedi- 
tions in  search  of  a  shoit  passage  to  India.  In  1(512.  Hall 
made  his  fourth  and  last  voyage,  which  was  fitted  out  by  mer- 
chant a^lventurei's  in  London,  but  he  was  mortally  woundeil 
in  an  encounter  with  the  Es<|uimaux  on  the  coast  of  Labrailor, 
ami  the  vessels  returned  to  England  without  making  any  new 
discoveries.  None  of  these  expeditioiis  succeeded  in  reaching 
Hudson's  Bav,  and  it  was  left  to  Henrv  Hudson  to  make  the 
discovery  and  explore  the  shoi-es  of  that  great  inland  sea. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regivt  that  the  names  of  the  merchants  of 
London,  who  employed  Henry  Hudson,  and  supported  by 
their  means  his  work  of  exploration,  have  not  lx»en  preserve^!. 
They  were  actuated  more  by  i)ublic  and  patriotic  motives  than 
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to  satisfy  their  own  private  ends,  and  they  spared  no  expense 
to  accomplish  the  object  they  had  in  view,  which  was  the  dis- 
covery of  a  shorter  passage  to  the  E^t  Indies,  by  the  north, 
the  north-east,  or  the  north-west,  it  lieing  said  that  Hudson 
searche^l  all  these  directions  during  the  time  he  was  employed 
bv  them. 

The  first  voyage  undertaken  by  Henry  Hudson  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  a  passage  to  the  East  Indies,  was  com- 
menced on  1st  May,  1()07,  when  he  left  Gravesend,  and  sailed 
directly  north.     On  the  13th  June  he  sighted  land  on  the  east 
coast  of  Greenland,  an<l  again  on  the  21st,  and  as  he  sailed 
north  wan  I  the  weather  grew  more  temperate  and  pleasant^ 
but,  on  the  2nd  July,  it  became  very  cold.     On  the  14th  July, 
Hudson  sent  a  boat  ashore,  but  nothing  worthy  of  note  was 
discovered,  and  he  continued  his  voyage,  until  in  latitude  82** 
he  was  hindered  by  the  ice,  and  found  it  impossible  to  proceed 
farther.     It  was  his  intention  to  have  sailed  round  Greenland, 
by  the  north-west,  so  as  to  return  home  by  Davis'  Straits,  but 
he  was  unable  to  do  this,  and  made  his  way  back  to  England 
without  attempting  any  further  exploration,  the  whole  voyage 
lia\'ing  lasted  about  live  months. 

On  the  22nd  April,  1608,  Hudson  started  on  his  second  ex- 
p^lition,  but  on  arriving  in  the  northern  sea,  found  himself 
^in  prevented  by  the  ice  in  his  several  attempts  to  force  a 
^ay  through.  He  endeavoured  to  find  a  North- West  passage 
V  entering  Lumley's  Inlet,  but,  baffled  in  all  directions,  tum- 
^  south,  and  finding  the  river,  which  still  bears  his  name,  he 
*^n(led  and  explored  it,  erecting,  at  the  same  tinie,  a  fort, 
^^w  the  present  site  of  Albany,  which  he  called  St.  George. 
^^  1609,  he  undertook  his  third  voyage,  and  landing  on 
the  coast    of    Newfoundland,   traded    some   time    with   the 
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Indians.  From  there  he  sailed  in  a  southerly  direction  to 
Virjijinia,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  ti>ule  alon^  the  shores, 
for  the  pui'pose,  it  is  thought,  of  lessening  the  losses  entailed 
upon  his  eniployei's  hv  his  various  expeditions,  as,  so  far,  lie 
hfui  gained  nothing  in  the  way  of  finding  a  short  passii^  to 
the  Indies,  which  wjis  the  main  object  of  his  explorations. 

On  the  I7th  April,  1(110,  he  sailed  on  his  fourth  and  last 
voyage,  taking  his  departure  from  Black  wall,  and  his  employ- 
ers, on  that  (x?cjision,  apj)ointed  a  Mr.  Colbunie  to  act  as  his 
assistant,  which  was  evi<lentlv  resented  bv  Hu<lson  as  in^iicat- 
ing  a  lack  of  conti<lence  in  him.  This  ap]>eai"s  to  Ije  the  case, 
because,  after  leaving  port,  and  while  yet  in  the  river,  he  sent 
Colbunie  back  in  a  boat  with  a  lett^^r  to  the  mei*chants,  and 
procee<led  on  his  voyage  without  him.  In  May,  he  reache<l 
Iceland,  and  lan<ling  there,  Wius  hospitably  entertaine<l  by  the 
people,  but  his  crew,  even  at  this  early  stage  of  the  ex|>e<lition. 
showed  signs  of  mutinous  conduct,  which  he  had  .some  diffi- 
culty in  quelling. 

In  June,  he  left  Iceland,  and  alK)ut  the  9th  of  the   month, 
was  off  Fn)bisher's  Straits:    on  the    loth,  he  saw   the   land 
which  Capt.  Davis  had  name<l  Desolation,  and  soon  after  this 
ent^^nl  the  Straits  which  have  since  ]:M)rne  his  name.     The  3nl 
August  Siiw  him  in  the  Bay,  and  as  he  sailed  along  the  shores 
he  gave  names  to  the   various    islands  and  cajies  which    he 
passed.     He  thoroughly  exph)red    the    west    shore    until   the 
month  of  Septemljer,  when  he  once  more  had  difficulty  with 
his  men,  which  caused  him  to  remove  his  mate,  Robert  Ivett 
for  mutinous  conduct,  and  although  his  stock  of  proNnsions  was 
getting  low,  he  resolved  ui)on  wintering  in  the  Bay,  and  in 
Noveml>er  found  a  place  suitjible  for  the  purpose.     During  the 
winter,   Hu<lson  and   his  men  suffered  much  fix>m  hunger  an<l 
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hardships  arising  from  the  cold,  and  in  the  spring,  when 
preparations  were  being  made  to  return  home,  the  expedition 
wiis  in  a  sore  plight  and  the  men  ripe  for  open  mutiny.  Then 
a  man  nameil  Henry  Green,  a  protegd  of  Hudson's  and  a  most 
ungrateful  scamp,  conspired  with  Robert  Ivett,  the  deposed 
mate,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  majority  of  the  crew, 
tume<J  Hudson  adrift  in  a  boat,  with  his  son  and  six  more,  in- 
cluding a  Mr.  Woodhouse,  who  hail  accom|)anied  the  expedi- 
tion for  scientific  pui'poses.  With  little  provisions  to  sustain 
life,  the  navigator  and  his  companions  must  either  have 
perished  from  hunger  or  been  killed  by  the  savages,  as  they 
were  never  heard  of  again,  while  the  mutineers  theuuselves 
.suffeivd  greatly  during  the  voyage  home,  Oreen  being  killed  in 
fight  with  the  Indians  and  Ivett  dying  during  the  passage. 
When  the  sun-ivors  reivched  home,  one  of  theni,  named 
Albacuc  Prittkett,  wrote  an  account  of  the  nmtinv,  in  which 
he  endeavouretl  to  screen  himself  from  blame,  and  from  some 
of  the  particulai-s  he  gave,  the  company  of  merchants  decided 
to  send  out  another  expedition  in  the  double  hope  of  saving 
Hudson  and  finding  the  desired  passiige. 

Captain  Thomas  Button,  an  able  navigator  and  accomplished 
in  other  respects,  was  chosen  to  take  command,  and  in  May, 
1612,  he  sailefl  with  two  vessels,  the  Resolution  and  Disrovery. 
Although  it  is  known  that  Capt.  Button  kept  a  carefully 
written  journal  of  his  voyage,  he,  for  some  reason,  concealed 
much  of  the  information  it  contained,  and  the  public  gained 
little  by  his  exploi'atioiLS.  It  was  learned,  however,  that  he 
entered  Hudson's  Straits,  and  crossed  the  bay  to  the  southern 
point  of  Southampton  Island,  which  he  named  Carey  s  Swans' 
Xest  He  next  kept  on  toward  the  western  side,  to  which  he 
gave  the  significant  name  of  "  Hope's  Check,"  and,  coasting 
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along  the  shoiv,  he  discovered  the  iinpoi-tant  river,  which 
called  Port  Nelson,  after  the  master  of  his  ship,  whoni 
burie<l  there,  but  which  ha«  since   been   known   as   Neb 
River.     Here  he  wint€re<l,  and,  acconling  to  Fox,  kept  thi 
tires  burning  continually,  and  although  supplied  with  gre 
store  of  partridges  and  other  fowl,  he  lost  many  men.     On  t 
breaking  up  of  the  ice  he  made  a  thoi'ough  exploration  of  t 
Bay,  and  of  Southampton  Island,  ami  finally,  in  the  autun 
returned  to  England.     Theiv  is  every  reason   to  believe, 
Button  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  experienced  men 
ability,  that  he  collected  a  gi-eat  deal  of  valuable  informatio 
but  he  refuseil  to  publish  it,  even  the  exact  date  of  his  retui 
to  Englan<l  being  unknown. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  master.  Prince  Henrj',  Capta 
Button  did  not  make  a  second  voyage,  and  the  company 
merchants  theivfore  sent  out  Capt.  Gibbons,  in  1614,  wj 
saileil  in  the  ship  Disrorery,  but,  missing  the  Straits,  and  gt 
ting  caught  in  the  ice,  returned  to  Englan<l  without  accom 
lishing  anything. 

These  i-epeateil  disjippointments,  however,  did  not  deter  tl 
company  of  merchants  fix)m  carrying  on  the  expeditions,  ai 
in  1615  they  again  titled  out  the  DUcovery  for  another  voyaj 
On  April  6th,  Robert  Bylof  and  William  Baflin  embarkeil  « 
this  vessel  upon  the  tii'st  of  the  two  voyages  commonly  £ 
sociated  with  their  names.  They  saileil  from  the  Scil 
Islands,  and  Bvlot,  who  ha<l  served  un<ler  Hudson  Button  ai 
Gibbons,  being  well  <jualitie<l  for  the  {xxsition,  took  the  coi 
mand,  and,  following  a  eoui-se  familiar  to  him,  the  ti 
navigators  passed  through  Hudson's  Straits  and  ascend 
what  is  now  known  as  Fo.x  Channel.  Here,  and  at  tl 
western  en<l  of  Hudson's  Straits,  they  spent  about  three  wee! 
and  then  saile<l  for  home. 
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Bylot  returned  to  England,  quite  discouraged  from  looking 
further  in  Hudson's  Bay  for  a  passage,  and  proposed  to  his  em- 
ployers to  try  Davis  Straits.  This,  they  agreed  to,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly saileil  once  more  in  the  Discovery  early  in  1616,  on  a 
voyage  which  was  destined  to  be  of  far  greater  interest  and 
importance  than  the  previous  one,  and  to  rank  among  the  most 
fainoiw  of  the  Artie  voyages.  Leaving  Graveseiid  on  the  26th 
March,  with  a  company  numbering  in  all  seventeen  persons, 
Bylot  and  Baffin  coasted  along  Greenland,  which  had  been 
naineii  *'  Meta  Incognita,"  and  explored  its  shores  thoroughly. 
They  then  passed  through  Davis  Straits,  and  examined  both 
«hore«  of  the  great  sea,  which  has  ever  since  been  known  as 
Baffin's  Bay,  where  they  discovered  and  named  Lancaster 
^und  and  Jones  Sound,  besides  nuiwerous  smaller  bodies  of 
^ater  and  many  Islands.  The  ci'ew  of  the  Discovery  being 
iiow  attacked  with  scurvy,  the  navigatora  sailed  for  home,  ar- 
nving  at  Dover  on  the  30th  August,  and  in  the  report  which 
Bylot  wrote  of  the  voyage,  he  gave  most  valuable  information 
about  the  fisheries,  although  he  was  not  favorable  to  the  idea 
of  being  able  to  find  a  passage  to  the  Indies. 

After  this  Captain  Hawkridge  and  Captain  Jones  ma^ie 
^'oyages,  and  entered  Hudson's  Bay,  but  no  further  expeditions 
^'t^re  undertaken  to  discover  a  north-west  passage  until  1631. 

^Vith  these  two  exceptions,  a  period  of  fifteen  years  elapsed 
after  Bylot  and  Baffin's  last  voyage  befoi-e  explorations  in  Hud- 
*»on's  Bay  were  renewed,  when  Captain  Luke  Fox,  a  Yorkshire- 
^»an  of  keen  sense  and  great  perseverance,  succeeded  in  interest- 
^^K  the  merchants  of  London  once  more.  Fox  wa«  a  skilled 
^**vigator,  and,  having  given  much  study  and  attention  to 
north-western  explorations,  was  most  sanguine  of  success.  On 
the  5th  of  May,  1631,  therefore,  he  sailed  from  Deptford,  in  the 
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Charles,  a  pinnace  of  seventy  tons,  victualleil  for  eiglit^jen 
months.  He  searched  the  western  part  of  Hudson's  Bay,  <lis- 
covereil  the  strait  and  slioi-e  known  as  "  Sir  Thomas  Roe's  Wel- 
come," saile<J  up  Fox  Channel  U)  a  point  within  the  Artie  circle. 
an<l  satistieil  himself  of  the  existence  of  the  lon^  sought  pan- 
sa^,  by  a  careful  observation  of  the  tides,  but  failed  to  lU^ 
cover  it.  He  then  sailed  for  En<rland,  and  cast  anchor  in  the 
Downs',  on  the  31st  Octol)er. 

At  the  same  time  that  Captain  Fox  succi*e<le<l  in  interestinfr 
the  London  merchants,  the  merchants  of  Bristol  became  inter- 
ested! in  the  same  dii^ection,  and  the  two  ^oiupanies  came  to  an 
un<lei"standing  to  share  the  honor  ami  pix>tit  of  any  discover}* 
made.     The  Bristol  mercliants  sent  out  a  Captain  James,  who. 
on  the  sjime  day  that  Fox  beji^an  his  voyage,  saileil  in  a  new 
ship  of  seventv  tons,  nameil  the  Maria,  manned  bv  tweiitv-two 
pel-sons,  and    victual le<l    also   for  eighteen    months.     Captain 
James  confincMl  his  exploitations  chiefly  to  the  waters  of  Hud- 
son's Bay,  more  particularly  to  its  south-east<?m  shoi*e.  anJ 
wintered  u|Km   Charltcm  Island,  where  he  built  a  house,  in 
which  the  ship's  company  \\\{m\  from  neceml)er  until  June,  en- 
tlurinir  all  the  horrors  of  an  Arctic  winter  on  an  island  onlv  a 
little  north  of  the  latitude  of  London.     On  the  2nd  Julv.  thev 
again  set  sail,  but  were  so  ham}>enMl  by  ice  that  their  progress 
was  very  slow,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  Jame.s,  with 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  his  otticei*s,  detennineil  to  return 
home.      He  arrived  at  Brist^)l,  on  the   22nd   October.  haWng 
adde<l  ahmxst  nothing  to  the  knowledge  gained  by  Fox  in  a 
third  of  the  time,  although  a  {)art  of  Hudson's  Bay  is  nauieJ 
after  him  to  this  <lay.     The  account  given  by  James,  of  the 
har<lshii>s  he  ami  his  crew  endure*  1.  combined  with  his  asser- 
ti< Ml  that  there  was   no  passiige.   had  a   dampening  effect,  and 
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for  over  thirty  years,  no  further  eflbi-ts  were  made  by  Enj^- 
IsnA  at  discovery  in  the  noi-th. 

In  1656,  however,  the  French  in  Canada  sent  Jean  Bour- 
<lon  to  Hudson's  Bay,  who  made  treaties  with  the  Indians 
there,  and  found  the  trade  in  furs  very  profitable.  It  is  also 
on  record  that  about  six  yeai*s  afterwaivls  the  New  England 
colonists  took  up  the  work  of  exploration,  and  that  a  ship, 
commanded  by  Captain  Shapley,  was  sent  by  them  to  the  Bay, 
and  about  the  same  time,  the  bold  and  entei-prising  explorer, 
De  Groseillier,  pushed  his  way  overland  to  its  shores.  It  is 
said  that  the  trading  operations  of  the  "  Coureiirs  des  Hoia'*  in 
the  interior,  and  the  information  received  fi*om  those  hardy 
explorei-8,  led  De  Graseillier  and  Raddison,  his  companion,  to 
push  their  way  thi'ough  Lake  Superior  up  the  Kaministiijuia 
River,  then  through  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  along  the 
Winnipeg  River  into  Winnipeg  Lake,  thence  by  Nelson  River 
to  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay.  De  Groseillier  and  Rad- 
<lison  were  conducted  by  the  Aasiniboine  Indians  on  their 
journey  to  the  north,  and  after  they  had  l(X)ked  upon  the  great 
inland  sea  they  returned  to  Quebec,  being  still  guided  by  their 
Indian  friends.  The  sagacity  of  thase  two  explorei^s  pointed 
out  to  them  the  advantages  of  carrying  on  the  fur  tirade 
through  tlie  Bay,  and  they  endeavored  to  interest  their  coun- 
tmnen  in  Canada  in  the  scheme,  but  without  success.  In- 
credulity,  want  of  means,  and  other  causes,  led  the  French 
merchants  in  Quebec  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  glowing  repre- 
sentations of  De  Groseillier  and  Raddison,  and  the  two 
explorers,  disgusted  with  their  treatment,  left  for  France, 
where,  however,  they  met  with  no  better  success.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  the  Duke  of  Montague,  hearing  of  De 
Grofleillier  and    Raddison 's   explorations,   sent  for  them,   ami 
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became  so  favorably  impressed  with  their  scheme  that  he 
gave  theui  lettei's  to  Prince  Rupert  in  Eln^land,  who  was  then 
a  patron  and  adniirer  of  such  enterprises. 

Prince  Rupert  innnediately  took  an  interest  in  the  matter, 
and,  in  1668,  he,  with  some  othere,  fitted  out  the  Ketch  "  Hon- 
sach  "  or  "  Nonixireil"  under  command  of  Captain  Zachariah 
OillaMi,  and  sent  De  Gi-oseillier  in  it  to  Hudson's  Bay.  One 
account  savs  that  this  was  the  second  vovaije  of  De  GroseilKer 
to  the  Bay,  the  other  bein^  in  a  ship  fitted  out  by  the  Quebec 
merchants,  and  it  is  further  stated  that  on  this  occasion  six 
Englishmen  were  <liscovered  at  Port  Nelson,  in  a  hut,  almost 
starved,  and  in  a  very  weak  condition ;  their  story  being  that 
they  liailed  from  BasUm,  and  had  been  left  on  shore  through 
their  ship  being  driven  out  of  the  Bay  by  the  ice.  There  is 
.some  doubt  alxDut  this  expedition  from  Quebec,  and  the  ston' 
connected  with  it,  but  there  is  no  question  about  the  voyage 
in  the  *  XoajHuei^"  as  the  expedition  wintered  in  the  Bay. 
an<l  erected  a  small  st<3ne  fort  which  Capt.  Gillam  called  "Fort 
Charles/' 

Possession  of  Hu<lson's  Bay,  therefore,  passeil  into  the  hawk 
of  the  English,  and  on  the  2nd  May,  1670,  as  a  result  of  Capt 
Gillam's  voyage,  a  charter  w^us  granteil  to  Prince  Rupert  and 
his  associates  by  King  Charles,  the  Preamble  to  which  reads 
as  follows  : — 

That,  whereas  (mr  dear,  entirely  beloved  cousin.  Prince 
Rupert,  etc.,  have,  at  their  own  cast  and  charges,  undertaken 
an  exi>edition  for  Hudson's  Bay,  in  the  north-west  parts  of 
America,  for  the  discovery  of  a  new  passage  into  the  South 
sea,  and  for  the  finding  of  some  trade  for  furs,  minerals  and 
other  considerable  commo<lities,  and  by  such,  their  undertak- 
ing, have  already  made  such  discoveries  as  do  encourage  them 
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to  proceed  farther  in  pursuance  of  their  said  design,  by  means 
whereof  there  may  probably  arise  gi*eat  advantage  to  us  and 
our  Kingdoms,  etc.,  etc. 

In  1673,  a  Jesuit  missionary,  named  Father  Charles  Albanel, 
wftH  sent  overland  with  lettei-s  to  De  Groseillier  in  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  the  Governor  of  the  company,  suspecting  that  a  plot 
was  being  hatche<l  in  favor  of  a  French  occupation,  dismissed 
I)e  (iroseillier  and  Raddison  from  the  service.     The  latter  then 
«>penly  ten<lered  their  services  to  the  French,  which  were  ac- 
cepter!, and  an  expeilition  fitted  out  by  them  for  the  Bay :  but 
in  the  meantime  the  English  resolved  to  passeas  Nelson  River, 
and  for  that  purpose  built  a  fort  at  its   mouth,  appointing 
John  Radigar,  (Jovemor.     About  this  time,  De  Groseillier  an<l 
Riuldison  arrived  with  the  French,  and  a  fight  ensued,  which 
reHulteil  in  the  defeat  of  the  English  at  Nelson  River,  Radigar 
and  Captain  Gillam  being  taken  prisonei's,  and  conveyed  to 
tht*  St.  Lawrence  by  De  Gix)seillier,  who  left  his  son,  Chouart, 
in  charge  of  the  Fort. 

De  Groseillier,  however,  did  not  long  remain  in  friendly 
ivlations  with  the  French,  and  on  his  return  handed  over  the 
fort  at  Nels<m  River  to  the  English.  He  then,  while  in  the 
s«-r\'ice  of  the  latter,  establishe<l  factories  on  Rupert,  Moose 
and  Allwiny  Rivers:  but  in  1()78,  France,  having  sent  out  M. 
Colljert  to  contest  with  the  English  for  possession,  De  CJroseil- 
li*T,  who  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  of  a  fickle  temix»ra- 
in«-nt,  was  induced  to  take  part  once  more  on  the  side  of  his 
cmntrynien,  and  the  result  wjw  that  all  the  forts  built  by  him 
{jaisHiNl  out  of  the  hands  of  the  English.  *  Not  long  aft4*r  this, 
L»nl  Preston,  the  English  ambassador  in  Paris,  persurt<lt'<l 
KA^Misfin.  who  was  then  in  France,  to  go  to  I^Hidon  Hn<l  there 
Mirrender  the  forts  in  Huds<m's  Bav,  which,  at  the  time,  wen* 
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in  coiiiiuaiul   of  his   nephew,   Chouart  De  Groneillier.      The 
French,  not  bein^  aware  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  Raddison, 
sent  out  two  ships,  in  command  of  Montegnie,  w-ho,  on  reach- 
ing St.  Theresa,  w?is  sui-prised  to  find  it  in  possession  of  the 
EngHsh.     Montegnie  was  obliged  to   winter  on   some  small 
rivei*  in  the  neighborhood,  and  returned  the  following  year  to 
France,  with  a  poor  showing  in  the  way  of  trade.     It  is  said 
that  the  company  who  sent  Montegnie  out  lost  heavily  by  the 
expedition,  and  that  Theres  Conthey,  the  head  thereof,  peti- 
tioned the  French  King  for  re<lress,  who,  on  the  20th  May, 
1684,  gave  them,  by  charter,  possession  of  certain  portioiLS  of 
Hudson's  Bay. 

In  1685,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  possevssed  the  five 
flourishing  factorie>j  of  Albany,  Moose,  Rupert,  Nelson  and 
Severn,  but,  in  1686,  the  French,  under  Chevalier  De  Trover, 
captured  Rupert,  Moose  and  Albany,  and  in  1690,  under 
Monsieur  D'Iberville,  they  took  Fort  Severn  but  an  attack 
nunle  on  Fort  Factory  the  same  year  having  failed,  it  re- 
mained in  tlie  liands  of  the  English. 

The  French  now  remained  in  possession  of  the  forts  on 
James  Bay  for  seven  years,  when  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
with  the  assistiince  of  the  Crown,  recovered  them.  The  fol- 
1  )wing  year  they  were  captured  once  more  by  the  French,  and 
in  1605,  they  were  retaken  by  the  English,  w4th  the  aid  of  the 
King's  ships  of  war,  Bonaventura  and  Seaforih. 

These  constant  changes  in  possession  almost  destroyed  the 
trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  they  w^ere  busily 
engaged  in  prepai'ing  to  recover  it  when  DTberville,  with  two 
ships,  the  Poll  an<l  Charonte,  appeared  upon  the  scene. 
Geyer,  who  had  successfully  held  York  F>ictory  against  the 
French,  in  1690,  was  still  in  conmiand,  but  less  fortunate  in 
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16J)4:  he  was  compelled  by  D'Iberville  to  surrender  on  the 
Uth  October.  The  French  commander  then  remained  during 
the  winter,  and  on  the  following  20th  July  took  his  departure 
for  France  leaving  one  Forest  in  charge. 

The  next  year,   1696,  York   Factory  was  retaken  by  the 
Englisli,  who  employed  four  ships  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
garrison  were  carried  prisoners  to  England.     But  D 'Iberville 
immediately  returned  from  France  with  a  squadron,  consisting 
of  five  vessels,  and,  in  Hudson's  Straits,  meeting  the  English 
flt^t,  an  engagement  ensued.     The    French    ships    were,  the 
Pelican,  50  guns:  the  PtUmier,  40  guns;  with  three  smaller 
Vessels,  the   Wasp,  Profomui  and    Violentc,  and  the  English 
tleet  consisted  of  the  Hampshire,  56  guns,  and  two  Hudson's 
Bay  ships,  the  Deerhi'j,  36,  and  the  Hu/isons  Bay,  82  guns. 
The  engagement  resulte<l  without  success  to  either  side,  and 
immeiliately  afterwards  the   Hudson  s  Bay  and  Hamj)^hire 
^ere  lost,  none  of  the  crew  of  the  latter  being  saved.     The 
lyicai),  which,  at  the  time,  fought  the  three  English  ships 
J^l'jne  and  bt»haved  very  pluckily,  wjis  afterwards  lost,  D'lber- 
^^lle,  who  was  in  command,  escaping  with  part  of  his  crew  to 
the  shore.     The  French  commander  then,  with  his  three  re- 
^nniuini;  ships,  took  York  Factory,  and,  after  wintering  there, 
retume<l  to  France  in  the  Projoawl,  leaving  M.  Serigny  as 
(iovernor,  and  M.  Jerome,  Lieutenant,  in  his  absence. 

The  next  year,  1697,  the  treaty  of  Ryswick  left  the  French 
^n  possession  of  all  the  forts  in  Hu<lson's  Bay,  except  Albany, 
*n'l  in  1704,  a  party  of  French  went  overland  fix)m  Cana<la  to 
attack  it,  but  were  repulse<l  by  Ga])tain  Barlow,  who  was  in 
^'harire.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  restored  to  the  Hud- 
^)n's  Bay  Company  jKxssession  of  the  Bay,  and  soon  after- 
^anls  they  built  a  wooden  fort  at  Churchill,  which  they 
called  Prince  of  Wales  Fort. 
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l)urin<:    all    this    tiiiir.    owiiiir   t<;    thf    «litiiculti»*s    nt"  tli'ir 
[XKsition,  the  HikIsoii's  Bay  C'ompany  were  unable  to  ^vt*  any 
attention  to  tlie  tindin^  of  a  north- west  piiKsa^,  but  in  1719, 
Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Knight,  who,  it  was  said,  was  eighty 
yeai's  of  aj^  at  the  time,  wei-e  sent  out  on  an  expedition  for 
this  i)urpose.     They  never  retumeil,  and  their  fate  somewhat 
discoui-age<l  further  attempts,  but,  in  1722,  Capt.  Scrojgi;8  con- 
duete<l  an  exi>edition,  and  alxDUt  1742  the  Britisli  Government, 
having  obtained  from  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
I>any  infonnation  which  was  regaixleil  as  furnishing  decisive 
pixx)fs  of  the  existence  of  a  nortli-west  passage,  despatched 
a  naval  expedition,  in  command  of  Captain  Middleton,  bat 
it  ivsulted   in   no  important  <liscoveries,   although  the  ship^ 
wintt»iXMl  in  Chui-chill  River. 

A  long  an<l  wann  dispute  now  ai-ose  Ijetween  a  Mr.  Dobb»- 
who  was  a  wann  advocate  in  favor  of  the  possibility  of  ^' 
north-west  j^ssage,  and   Capt.   Middleton,   in   regard  to  th« 
exploitations  of  the  latter.     The  result  of  this  was  that  a  conri- 
pany  of  influential  and  public-spiritiHl  men  fomied  a  companj' 
for  the  pur|KKse   of   semling   out   another   expedition.      Tlit* 
oapiUil  was  £10,000.  divide<J  into  100  shares  of  £100  each,an«i 
the  government  of   England  oflered  a  ivwanl  of  £20,000  in 
case  the  discovery  was  ma<le.     Two  shijxs  were  purchasetl  and 
fitted  out.  one  of  which  was  namtnl  the  Dofjbs-Gidley,  under 
command  of  Capt.  William  Mck^iv,  and  the  other,  the  Californifh 
commanded  by  Caj^t.  Fnincis  Smith. 

On  the  '^Ist  May.  174(>,  these  two  vessels,  in  company  ^ith 
four  of  tin*  Hu<lson's  Bay  Company  ships,  set  sail  from  Yar- 


Iii  the  FutliHinentnrr  libran,  Ottawa,  may  lie  seeu  a  map.  publinhed  in  London  in  ITTS.  bi 
Thomas  .leffn-y,  (i^n^raiiher  lo  the  Kin^,  on  which  i»  en^nraved  thi»  note:  **ln  latittide  &S  lif 
pretcndt-it  that  in  174it  Admiral  de  Fonte  cntenHl  and  muIihI  by  lakes  and  riven  till  be  fMud  % 
-hip  (a»  i^  sii|»|k>^'«l  in  Iludflon's  Buy),  from  Boston,  in  New  Entrlond. 
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mouth  Roads,  on  the  last  expedition  in  search  of  a  North- 
West  passage  thix)ugh  Hudson's  Bay.  The  vessels  were  ab- 
sent over  a  year,  returning  on  the  14th  Oct.,  1747,  and  an 
interesting  account  of  the  voyage  was  published,  in  which  the 
probabilities  of  the  futui-e  discovery  of  a  passage  were  fully 
discussed.  The  report  was  written  in  a  spirit  of  unfriendli- 
ness to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whase  officers  at  Chui-c- 
hill.  York,  Albany  and  Moose  River,  were  described  as  having 
shown  themselves  unfavorable  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 
It  ailmitted  that  the  Company,  even  in  those  early  days,  had 
acquire«l  a  wonderful  influence  over  the  Indian  tribes — an  in- 
fluence which  thev  have  retained  ever  since.  But  the  naira- 
tive  of  the  Dobbe-Galley  expedition  was  written  in  a  spirit  of 
prejudice,  and  several  of  the  accounts  published  about  this 
time,  by  persons  who  were  engaged  or  interested  in  the 
8^n<iiii^'  of  expeditions  in  search  of  a  North-West  passage, 
were  evidently  biased,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  Company, 
simply  because  the  officei-s,  l^eing  mindful  of  their  duties  to 
^heir  employers,  were  not  likely  to  always  fall  in  with  the 
^*iew8  of  explorers. 

From  1740  to  1748,  insti-uctions  of  the  strictest  character 
^^re  sent  out  by  the  Company  to  their  officers  at  Hudson's 
Day  to  be  on  their  guard  in  dealing  with  any  ship  or  ships 
coming  near  the  forts.  As  a  specimen  of  these,  we  give  the 
follou'ing  extract  fiT)m  a  letter  sent  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 

Albany  fort  in  1744. 

London,  10th  May,  1744. 

To  Mr.  Joneph  Isbut^er  and  CohucU,  at  AUkhiij  Fort : 

The  EogliMh  and  French  having  declared  war  against  each  other, 
«od  the  MAT  with  Spain  still  continuing,  we  do  hereby  strictly  direct  you 
tr>  be  always  on  your  guard,  and  to  keep  a  good  watch,  and  that  you  keep 
all  your  men  as  near  home  as  possible. 


78  HISTORY   OF  THE   NORTH-WEST. 

You  are  to  fire  point  blank  upon  any  ship,  sloop  or  venul  that  shaU 
come  near  the  Factory,  unless  they  make  the  true  signal  and  aniwer 
yours. 

This  warning  was  reiwated  each  year  until  1848,  the  words, 
in  each  case  being  ahnost  identical,  and  it  was  addressed  to 
all  the  ofBcei-s  at  the  various  foiis. 

Probably   Mr.  Dobbs  and  his  party  took  umbrage  because 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  officials,  in  their  case,  carried  oat 

these  instnictions  to  the  very  letter.     A  peraual  of  the  follow 

ing  letters,  addressed  to  the  commandei's  of  the  expedition 

will  show,  however,  that  assi.stance  was  not  refu8e<l,  but,  on  th.* 

contrary,  was  offered  to  the  expedition,  although  the  sliip 

were  prevented  from  approaching  the  factories  without  Aim. 

jx*rmit. 

AiorsT,  27th  1744). 
To  the  atmiTuinders  of  the  /»tv»  s/tips  lyimj  off  this  rirer^a  imntth  : 
Gentlemex, 

We  would  advise  you  for  your  own   safety    not   to  procee<l  h«i 

further  with  your  ships,  boats  or  vessels  anywhere  near  or  about  this  fuX" 

unless  you  send  one  man  with  a  proper  authority  from  the  Government   « 

ConiiMiny  trading  into  this   R-iy  for  so  doing  :  otherwise  I  shall  do  imi 

utmost  endeavors  to  hinder  any  ship  or  l>oat  from  entering  this  river. 

This  is  our  tirm  resolution. 

James  Ishan. 
Dated  at  York  Fort, 

August  27th,  1740. 

The  next  communication  was  on  the  2nd  September  follow 
ing,  and  rea<l  thus  : 

The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Dobtus-CnHi^ij  and  Calif omin  : 

These:— 

G  EXTLEMEX, 

According  to  His  Majesty's  printed  Act  of  Parliament,  1744,  we 
observe  that  it  is  therein  specified  that  no  ship  or  shifis  that  are  or  shuuW 
be  tittetl  out  to  go  upon  discoveries  thn>ugh  Hud.son's  Uay  into  Wag«?r 
Hivur,  and  so  into  the  South  Seas,  or  otherwise,  are  to  molest  or  dis* 
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torb  the  HudBoii's  Bay  Company's  rights  and  privileges  in  Hudson's  Bay, 
80  far  M  the  said  Company *s  charter  extends  in  the  said  Bay,  upon  any 
account  whatsoever.  And  the  said  Act  also  specifies,  that  no  person  or 
persons  belonging  to  such  discovery  ships  are  to  traffick  or  trade,  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  any  natives,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  Company's  charter.  And  we  observe  that  in  His 
Majesty's  said  printed  Act  of  Parliament,  it  is  our  duty  to  hinder  any 
K^)  or  ships  from  entering  in  or  near  any  of  the  Com])any*s  territories 
in  Hodson's  Bay,  so  far  as  their  said  charter  extends  ;  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  the  aforesaid  Act  of  Parliament,  we  desire  that  you  would  not  offer 
to  bring  your  ships  any  higher  up  this  river,  but  to  lay  them  below  what 
ve  call  Robison's  Culley,  where  you  may  expect  what  assistance  we  are 
*ble  to  jrive  you,  so  far  as  our  orders  are  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, and  deaire  your  answer  to  this  before  you  proceetl  any  further. 

Though  at  same  time  would  advise  you,  as  before,  to  mnke  the  best 
^  your  way  to  Churchill  River,  where  you  are  sensible  the  ships  may 

winter  without  any  damage. 

And  rest. 

Your  very  humble  servants, 

Ja^ies  Isham. 

Charlks  Brady. 

^ed  at  York  Fort,  Richard  Ford. 

Sept.  2,  1746. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Company's  officers 
^^r«  only  cautious  about  performing  their  duty  to  the  letter, 
^^hout,  however,  refusing  any  assistance  which  it  was  within 
their  power  to  give. 

Inileed,  the  great  services  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  explorations  at  different  times  in 
^^  Histor}'  of  the  North -West,  indicate  that  they  wei-e  not 
unfriendly  to  such  eflToils.  The  various  expeditions  of  officers 
themselves,  such  as  Bean,  Christopher,  Johnston,  Duncan, 
"^ftrne,  Rae  and  others,  and  the  aid  rendered  by  the  Com- 
pany to  the  British  Government  in  the  explorations  of  Parry, 
"anklin,  Ross,  Beechey,  Back,  etc.,  is  a  conclusive  proof  of 
this. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  inmiediate  subject  of  this  cliap- 
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t»-r.    \vc   Hn«l    tliMt    ill    174-2.   owiiiur   to    tlir    t.'ii(.-r«Kic-lirs   i^i    th^- 
French  fur  tra<lci*s  in  the  interior,  who  were  intercepting  tlu' 
Indians,  and   preventing  tlieni   fix>ni    visiting    the    shores  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  the  Conijmny  built  a  fort  about  150  miles  up 
the  Albany  River,  and  ealknl  it  Fort  Hurley.     From  this  tini« 
until  1782,  the  English  enjoyed  undisputeil  poKsession  of  th«^ 
Bay,  but  in  that  year,  on  the  8th  August,  three  French  ship*^ 
the  Sceptre,  74  guns ;  the  Asia  tie  and  the  Engageuvte,  eacl^ 
36  guns,  under  the  connnand  of  Monsieur  la  Perouse,  uneic— 
peetedly   api)eared  l^efore   Fort  Prince  of  Wales,  which  ifm^ 
under  the  charge  of  Samuel  Hearne,  an<l  the  day  following,  al^ 
though  in  a  goo<l  state  to  resist  a  siege,  it  capitulated,  and  th^ 
invadere,  to  the  numl^er  of  four  hundred,  enteivd  and  tool 
possession.     Another  account  says,  that  although  the  fort 
well  mounted  and  furnished  with  plenty  of  ammunition,  then^ 
was   onlv  a  force  of  thirtv-nine  men  to  defend  it.     Peroua^ 
then  went  to  York  Factory,  which  was  also  strongly  fortified* 
but  short  of  men,  there  being  only  sixty  English  and  twelve 
Indians  to  i*esist  an  attack.     On  the  appearance  of  the  French, 
the  (iovernor,  without  tiring  a  shot,  handed  over  the  fort,  and 
some  jis.sert  that    from   the   weak    state    of   the    enemv,  and 
his  own  stn)ng  jKjsition,  he  might  have  defied  all  efforts  at 
capture. 

The  loss  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  through  this  attack 
on  the  part  of  the  French,  was  a  most  serious  one,  the  whole 
of  their  stores,  together  with  great  <|uantities  of  proN^sions, 
etc..  lx*ing  destroyed.  The  French  themselves,  through  the 
severity  of  the  climate,  and  their  own  inexperience,  lost 
heavily,  and  this,  without  gaining  any  corresponding  advan- 
tage, for  the  English  ever  afterwards  remained  in  poeseafdon 
of  the  Bav. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE   FUR   TRADERS. 

From  the  earliest  settlement  in  Canada,  the  fur  trade  was 
considered  of  the  first  importance,  and  the  profits  derived 
fnjm  it  were  the  main  incentive  for  carrying  on  explorations  in 
order  to  exten<l  its  operations  among  the  various  Indian  tribes. 
^  the  countiy  t>ecame  settled,  the  fur- bearing  animals  de- 
creased in  number  around  the  settlements,  and  those  who 
traded  in  peltries  were  obliged  to  seek  more  distant  fields  in 
t"^  pursuit  of  their  calling.  It  was  in  the  prasecution  of  the 
nir  trade  that  men  were  first  induced  to  penetrate  the  wilds 
of  the  north-west,  to  roam  over  its  vast  prairies,  ascend  its 
'^^Jglity  rivers,  and  explore  its  mountains.  It  may  therefore 
^  trulv  said  that  the  fur  tradei-s  were  the  foreninnei*s  of 
civilization  in  North  America. 

The  men  who  dealt  directly  with  the  Indians,  who  followed 

them  in  their  journeyings,  and   visited  their  far-off  camps, 

^ere  a   bold  and  hardy  set  of  adventurers,    who,   in    their 

Wandering  mode  of  life,  and  their  constant  intercourse  with 

the  savages,  soon  last  all  relish  for  their   former  habits  and 

native  homes.     These  men,  in  the  early  days  of  Canada,  when 

it  was  known  as  "  New  France,"  were  called  *'  Coureurs  des 

Boin" anil  were  accustomed  to  make  trading  excui-sions  among 

the  Indians,  extending  sometimes  to  twelve  or  fifteen  months, 

and  even  longer.     They  were  given  the  necessary  credit  by 


82  HISTORY   OF   THE   NORTH-WEST. 

the  merchants  in  the  settlements,  to  permit  them  to  proceed 
on  their  commercial  undertakings,  and,  taking  with  them  Ae 
goods  suitable  for  the  wants  or  fancy  of  the  Indians,  they 
would  start  on  one  of  their  long  and  aiTluous  journeys.  On 
their  return  thev  would  brini/  back  the  furs  which  thev  had 
been  able  to  collect  from  the  red  men  in  exchange  for  the 
gcxxls,  and  the  pi-oceeds  of  the  sale  of  these  furs  went  to  pay 
the  merchants,  the  balance,  if  any  over,  being  sp>ent  in  riotom 
living  in  the  settlement,  until  it  became  necessary  to  start 
upon  another  trading  trip. 

This  mode  of  life  tended  to  make  the  "  Coureurs  des  Bou"^ 
a  licentious  and  dissipated  set  of  men,  which  brought  thew 
into  disrepute,  especially  with  the  missionary  priests,  and 
their  unscrupulous  conduct  reached  such  a  pitch  that  the 
French  Government  in  Canmla  finally  decided  that  trading 
with  the  Indians  shouM  be  <lone  only  by  license.  It  was  in- 
tended that  the  permits  to  trade  should  be  granted  to  men  ol 
good  chai-acter,  but  they  were  frequently  given  to  persons  « 
a  reward  for  services,  with  permission  to  sell  them  to  tlw 
merchants.  The  latter,  however,  sold  them  to  whoever  cho» 
to  pay  for  them,  so  that  the  licensing  system  failed  to  be  th< 
protection  against  unscrupulous  traders,  which  it  was  intende( 
to  be.  While  France  was  in  possession  of  Canada,  the  systen 
continue*!,  and  it  was  used  in  rewaixliug  officers  of  the  army 
or  othei's  of  gfood  familv  connections,  not  likely  to  make  u» 
of  the  permits  for  trading  puiposes,  but  they  sold  them  foi 
good  prices,  because,  whoever  jK>ssessed  the  exclusive  trade  b^ 
license,  of  a  ilistrict,  was  the  only  person  to  whom  the  Indians 
could  apply  for  such  articles  as  they  required  in  exchange  foi 
fui*s. 

That  the  tradei>s   abused    the    privileges   they  enjoyed  bj 


\ 
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license,  there  is  no  doubt,  and,  although  the  missionaries 
watched  them  closely,  they  were  unable  to  check  them.  At 
last,  the  bad  conduct  of  the  "  Coitreurs  dea  Bois  "  caused  the 
establishment  of  military  posts  to  be  made  at  different  points 
of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  them,  after 
which,  a  number  of  able  and  respectable  men  commenced  to 
tnule  with  the  Indians,  on  a  scale  larger  than  the  "  Coureura 
des  Bois  "  were  able  to  attempt. 

About   this   time,  Verandrye,  son  of  the  Seignior  of  Va- 
rennes,  and  who  had  served  in  the  army  in  Europe,  as  well 
a«  in  America,   conceived   the    idea   of  exploring   the  coun- 
try to  the  north-west.     The  scheme  was  appix)ved  by  Beau- 
harnois,  the  Governor,  but  the  French  ministry  would  not  aid 
the  enterprise  by  contributing  towai*ds  the  cost  of  the  expe- 
dition, so  Verandrye  formed  a  trading  company  in  Montreal, 
Hnd,  in  1731,  set  out  for  Lake  Superior,  taking  with  him  a 
priest  named  Phre   Messager.     Although   no   assistance   was 
rendered  to  him  by  the  Government,  he  was  expected  and  em- 
powererl  to  take  possession,  in  the  name  of  the  French  king, 
of  all  the  country  he  should  discover. 

Verandrye,  however,  between  the  years  1731  and  1733,  de- 
voted himself  more  to  establishing  trade  for  his  company  than 
making  explorations  on  behalf  of  the  French  king,  and  his 
followers  being  bold,  active,  and  enterprising  men,  carried 
their  operations  far  into  the  interior.  Starting  from  Kaminis- 
tiquia,  where  a  fort  had  been  established  in  1717  by  Lieuten- 
ant Robertal  de  Lanoue,  they  passed  westward,  erecting  Fort 
St  Peter  on  the  way,  and,  in  1732,  they  constructed  Fort  St. 
Charles  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

They  then  followed  the  Winnipeg  river,  and  on  its  banks 
erecteil  Fort  Maurepas,  from  which  point  they  continued  their 
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exploration  across  Lake  Dauphin,  Swan  Lake,  Red  Deer 
River,  and  then  along  the  Saskatchewan  up  to  the  junction  of 
the  two  Immches  of  that  mighty  river.  The  Verandrj^es  are 
cre<lited  with  the  building  of  Fort  Dauphin  at  the  head  of 
Lake  Manitoba,  Fort  de  la  Reine  at  its  foot,  Fort  Bourbon  at 
the  head  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  Fort  Rouge  at  the  junction 
of  the  Red  and  Assiniboine  rivei's.  Thev  ai'e  also  said  to  have 
penetrated  the  interior  as  far  as  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  and 
to  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  1786,  Verandrj^e 
last  one  of  his  sons  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
story  of  the  niass^icre  is  j^athetically  related  by  him  in 
his  journal.  It  appeai-s  that  two  of  his  sons,  with  a  couple 
of  men,  had  Ix^en  sent  to  Fort  Maurepas  to  act  as  a  guard, 
and  tA)  await  his  arrival,  but  returned  unexpectedly  on 
4th  June,  bringing  news  of  the  death  of  his  nephew.  La  Jem- 
erave,  and  of  the  scareitv  of  f(XHl  *  I  haxl,"  savs  Vei'amU've, 
"  many  i>eoi)le  in  the  Fort  (St.  Charles),  and  no  pi-ovisions, 
which  determine<l  me  to  send  in  haste  thive  canoes  to  bring 
us  assistance  and  some  gix>ls.  The  Reveivnd  Father  (Arneau) 
immediatelv  resolved  to  iro  to  Michillimackinac.  He  asked 
me  for  my  eldest  son,  as  he  hopeii  the  journey  wouM  be 
speedy.     1  coidd  not  possildy  op[X)se  him.  he  being  absolutely 

ivsoKhhI.     Thev  end>i\rkeil  on  the  ><th  June,  and  were  all  mas- 

ft 

sjiciv<l  bv  the  Sioux  at   seven  leai^ues  fix>m   our  foil,  bv  the 
jnvatest  of  all  treasons.     1  lost  mv   son,  the  Revei'end  Father, 

r^  ft 

and  all  mv  Frenchmen ;  1  shall  re^rret  it  all  mv  life." 

In  1742,  one  i)f  the  sons  of  Venmdrye  i^eache^l  the  Missouri' 
but.  Innng  miable  to  obtain  the  necessary  guides,  retunieil  t*^ 
the  headquartei*s  of  his  father.  The  elder  Verandrye  .sent  hii^^ 
Kick  with  another  son  and  two  Frenchmen,  and  the  foii^ 
ma«le  a   iournev  to  the  foot  of  the  Rockv  Mountains,  wher^ 
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they  made  a  bargain  with  a  tribe  of  Indians  to  escort  them 
to  the  top  of  the  Rockies,  «o  that  they^mighi  gaze  upon  the 
great  westeni  ocean.  But  the  guides,  fearing  that  in  their 
absence  their  enemies  would  attack  their  village,  refused  to 
ff),  and  the  Verandryes  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
climbing  the  mountains. 

Until  1742,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Campany  hml  confined  their 
trading  operations  to  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay,  but  in  that 
year  they  made  their  first  advance  inland,  by  effecting  a  settle- 
ment, a«  shown  in  a  previous  chapter,  about  150  miles  up  the 
Albany  River.      This  was  done  to  intercept  the  Indians  who 
^ere  then  beginning  to  carry  their  fui-s  to  the  French  in  the 
interior,  rather  than  to  the  Englisli  on  the  Bay.     In   1749, 
*t*randiye  dieil,  and  the  next  year  the  work  of  exploration 
^as  taken  up  by  Le  Gardeur  St.  Pierre,  who,  by  orden-i  of  the 
Manjuis  de  Lajonquif^re,  (jovenior  of  New  France,  penetrated 
the  Xorth-West  to  discover  the  Western  Sea,  and  on  this  exr 
pedition  a  Jesuit  priest,  named  Father  Lamorenerie,  accom- 
panied it  part  of  the  way,  but,  worn  out  with  the  fatigue  and 
fiardships  of  the  journey,  was  obliged  to  return.    In  his  report 
of  the  expeiiition,  this  explorer  testifies  to  the  great  influence 
which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had,  at  that  time,  over  the 
Indians,  and  relates  the  following  instance  :  "  The  English,  an- 
noyed at  not  receiving  a  large  amount  of  furs  at  Hudson's 
Bay,  sent  collars  to  the  Indians,  forbidding  them,  under  penal- 
ty of  dying,  to  carry  the  furs  elsewhere  thftn  to  them.     Not 
having  done  so,  and  about  eight  hundred  of  them  having  died 
from  cold,  they  were  all  seized  with  fright,  and  told  one  an- 
other that  the  Manitou  (the  devil)  had  wrecked  vengeance  on 
them,  in  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  English."      In  another 
part,  he  says,  "  All  combined,  bring  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
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it  is  not  jKKssible  to  penetrate  further  than  I  have  done,  on 
account  of  the  war  in  which  all  the  nations  of  this  continent 
are  engage<l,  in  which  they  are  encouraged  by  the  English,  an 
easy  matter  for  them,  the  Indians  being  so  greatly  afraid,  that 
their  threats  alone  aiv  able  to  make  them  undertake  anv- 
tiling."     St.  Piori-e*s  report  shows,  also,  that  French  traders 
had  penetrated  as  far  as,  or  near  to,  the  Rocky  Mountains,  long 
before  his  expedition  took  place.      '"  He  (M.  de  Niverville,  one 
of  his  party  " ).  says  St.  Pierre,  "  gave  me  an  account  of  what 
he  had  learned  at  the  settlement  he  had  made  near  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  that  a  party  of  Indians,  who  were  going  to  war, 
met  with  a  nation  loaded  with  beaver,  who  were  going  by  a 
river  which  issues  from  the  Rockv  Mountains,  to  trade  with 
the  French,  who  ha<l  their  tirat  establishment  on  an  island  at 
a  small  distance  from  the  land,  where  there  is  a  large  store- 
house, that,  when  arrived  there,  they  made  signals,  and  people 
came  to  them  to  trade  for  their  beavei-s,  in  exchange  for  which 
they  give  them   knives,  a  few   lances,  but  no  firearms:  that 
thev  sell  also  honses  and  saddles,  which  shelter  them  from 
arrows  when  they  go  to  war.    These  Indians  positively  assert- 
ed that  the  tradei-s  were  not  En<^lish."      Both  Verandrve  and 
St.  Pierre  wrot^  interesting  jounials  of  their  expeditions 

It  was  not  until  17()7  that  English  traders  entered  the  in- 
terior of  the  North-West.  In  that  vear,  Mr.  Thomas  Currie, 
having  pnx^ured  guides  and  intei^preters,  penetrated  the  coun- 
tiy  as  far  as  Fort  Bourlxm,  one  of  the  French  posts  at  the 
west  end  of  IVMlar  Lake  on  the  Saskatchewan,  where  he 
carried  on  a  mast  successful  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  a  Mr.  James  Finlay  went  as  far  as  Nipawee,  the 
last  of  the  FnMich  si'ttlements  on  the  Saskatchewan,  where  he 
engaged  successfully  in  the  fur  trade  for  a  number  of  years. 
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Aft4fr  the  British  took  poHsession,  the  **  license  "  ay  stem  of 
the  F'l'ench  was  done  away  with  in  the  Noi-th-West,  and  free 
traile  took  its  place.  The  miventurers  in  the  Indian  country, 
after  this,  made  large  profits,  which  brought  about  keen  coni- 
}K.'tition,  resulting  disastrously  to  the  Indians,  for,  instead  of 
endeavoring  to  secure  trade  by  offering  better  or  cheaper 
*joo«ls.  the  tradera  maile  use  of  a  profuse  supply  of  spirituous 
li4|Uor  as  a  shorter  and  more  certain  method.  The  ungovern- 
able propensity  of  the  Indians  for  intoxicants  is  well  known, 
an«l  the  disorders  that  ensued  from  this  mode  of  carrying  on 
trade,  may  be  imagined.  The  traders  were  scattered  over  a 
countr\'  of  vast  extent,  and  so  far  removed  from  civil  author- 
ity.  that  they  believed  that  they  could  conniiit  ahnast  any 
crime  with  impunity. 

These  men  were  not  only  engage<l  in  debauching  the  In- 
dians, but  thev  used  the  natives  when  under  the  influence 
of  li<|uor,  as  the  means  of  taking  revenge  upon  their  rivals  in 
tnide,  and  one  trader  having  a  grudge  against  another,  instead 
of  resorting  to  j)ersonal  violence  himself,  would  employ  or 
perNua4le  the  Indians  to  do  the  deed.  Mr.  Henry,  in  his  inter- 
esting account  of  ti'avels  and  adventures,  says,  that  on  arriv- 
ing at  (trand  Portage,  Lake  Superior,  in  1775,  he  found  the 
traders  in  a  state  of  extreme  reciprocal  hostility,  each  pursu- 
ing his  own  in  such  a  manner  as  might  most  injure  his  neigh- 
bor, an<l  the  consecjuences  were  verj*^  hurtful  to  the  morals  of 
the  Indians. 

At  this  stage,  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  some  particulai*s 
of  the  military  system  carried  on  by  the  French  ("lovernment, 
prior  to  the  cession  of  the  countrj'  to  the  English,  and  which, 
although  not  altogether  a  prevention  of  outrages  against  the 
Indians,  server!  as  a  check  \i\Hn\  the  tradei-s  an<l  was  cerUiinly 
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better  than  the  system  of  free  trade  af terwaifls  followe<l,  ani 
to  which  allusion  has  just  l^een  made.     Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in 
a   letter   addressed    to   Lord    Shelburne,   in    1768,   states  as 
follows  :   "  The  annexed  return  of  the  French  jx)8ts  of  troops 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  with  the  number  of  canoes  sent  up 
in  the  vear  1754,  shews  in  some  mejusure  the  extent  of  trade 
and  system  pui'sued   by  the  French   Government  in  hidian 
affairs  :  they  did  not  depend  on  the  number  of  troops,  but  on 
the  discretion  of  their  officers,  who  learned  the  language  of 
the  natives,  acted  as  magistrates,  compelled  the  traders  to  deal 
eijuitably,  and  distributed  the  king's  presents;  by  this  conduct 
they  avoided  giving  jealousy,  and  gained  the  affections  of  an 
ignorant,  credulous  and  brave  people,  whose  ruling  passions 
are  independence,  gratitude  and  revenge,  with  an  unconciuer- 
able  love  of  strong  drink,  which  must  prove  destructive  to 
them  and  the  fur  trade,  if  permitted  to  be  sent  among  them : 
thus  managing  them  by  address,  where  force  could  not  avail, 
they  reconciled  them  to  their  troops.     The  countrj'  was  divid- 
ed in  cei*tain  districts,  and  the  onlv  rt\straints  laid  on  traders 
were,  first,  not  to  go  beyond  tlie  bounds  of  that  district  they 
obtained  passes  for,  and  secondly,  not  to  carry  more  spirituous 
li(|Uoi^  than  was  nee.^ssiry  for  tlieir  own  use,  nor  to  sell  any 
of  that  to  the   Indians:    the  king's  posts,  or  rather  the  in- 
tendant's,  were  tlie  only  on^s  exce]>ted  from  this  general  rule. 
Under  these   regulations,  the  canoes  went  fii'st  to  the  past  of 
tlie  district  from   whence  they  had  full   lil)erty  to  go  anionfj 
the   Indians  and  accompany  them  to  their  hunting-gixmnds; 
thev  likewise  called  on  their  return  :  if  anv  were  ill-treate<l. 
they    complained    to    the    commandant,    who   a-ssembled  the 
chiefs   and   ])r<x!ured   redress.      The  savages  also  made  coin- 
plaints  and  obtained  immediate  satisfaction — an  exact  report 
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of  all  of  which  was  sent  to  the  governor.  This  return  may  be 
tlepended  upon  for  so  much  as  it  contains,  but  as  the  King  of 
France  was  greatly  concerned  in  all  this  trade,  a  con-upt  ad- 
ministration did  not  think  it  their  interest  that  all  these 
matters  should  appear  in  a  full,  clear  and  lasting  manner." 

.Sir  Guy  Garleton  then  suggests  the  sending  of  military  men 

as  explorers,  and  the  extension  of  explorations  to  the  Pacific 

Coast.    He   says :    *'  I   shall  easily   find    in    the    troops    hei-e 

(Qnebec>  many  officei-s  and  men  very  ready  to  explore  any 

part  of  this  continent,  who  require  no  other  encouragement 

than  to  be  told  such  service  will  be  acceptable  to  the  King, 

and  if  properly  executed  will  recommend  them  to  his  favor : 

but  as  they  are*  unacquainted  with  the  country,  the  Indian 

lan^atjes  and  manners,  'tis  necessary  to  join  with  them  some 

^  "ladians  to  serve  as  guides  and  inteqjreters.     The  gentlemen 

here  are  mostly  poor  and  have  families :  in  order  to  induce 

^heni  to  attach  themselve  thoroughly  to  the  King's  interests, 

^is  necessarv  thev  should  be  assured  of  their  beini^  taken  into 

his  ser\nce  for  life,  and  in  case  they  perish  on  these  expeditions 

that  their  widows  will  enjoy  their  pay,  to  support  and  educate 

^^ir  children.     Should  His  Maje.sty  think  proper  to  allow  the 

traders  to  go  up  to  the  Western  Lakes,  as  formerly,  I  think  a 

P^'ty  might  winter  in  one  of  those  posts,  set  out  early  in  spring 

for  the  Pacific  Ocean,  find  out  a  good  port,  take  its  latitude, 

'*>ngitude,  and  describe  it  so  accurately,  as  to  enable  our  ships 

'^>nj  the  Ea«t  Indies  to  find  it  out  with  ease,  and  then  return 

^"^  year  following.    Your  Lordship  will  readily  j)erceive  the 

^^'antages  of  such  discoveries,  and  how  difficult  attempts  to 

*''fploriL»  unknown  parts  must  prove  to  the  English,  unless  we 

*^'ail  ourselves  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Canadians,  who  are 

^^11  acquainted  with  the  country,  the  language  and  mannei's 

^'  the  natives." 
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But  the  explorations  of  the  North- West  were  to  be 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  fur  traders.  In  the  spring  of  T 
Mr.  Joseph  Frobisher  with  thirty  or  forty  canoes  went  as 
north  as  Churchill  river,  and,  intercepting  a  number  of  Indi 
on  their  way  to  Fort  Churchill,  succeeded  in  bujnng  their  f 
In  the  following  year  he  retumeil  to  the  same  place,  wl 
was  at  a  point  in  lat.  55^,'  long.  103^'',  and  his  second  visit ' 
equally  successful  with  the  first.  He  then  sent  his  brot 
further  west,  who  penetrated  to  the  Lake  Isle  a  la  Croix  in 
55  ,  26',  long.  lOS'. 

Meantime  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company  had  not  been  i 
since  their  tinit  advance  inland  in  1742,  for  in  1770  thev  s 
Mr.  Hearne  to  make  explorations  in  the  North- West.  Sto 
ing  from  Prince  of  Wales  Fort  on  the  7th  Decemlier,  he  folk 
ed  the  coui^se  of  the  Churchill  River,  and  then  discovering 
Coppermine  River,  followed  it  to  its  mouth  where  it  empt 
into  the  sea,  and  where  he  found  the  ice  unbroken  on  the  1 
July.  Mr.  Hearne  was  aKsent  on  his  jouniey  a  year  and  se 
months,  and  although  the  company  did  not  receive  any  iuii 
diate  practical  benefit  fi-om  his  trip,  it  proved  of  advantage 
several  ways,  chiefly  from  a  scientific  point  of  view.  In  1< 
however,  Mr.  Hearne,  who  had  ])een  appointed  Governor 
Prince  of  Wales  Fort  as  a  reward  for  his  services  in  17 
undertook  another  exjx^dition  to  Pine  Island  Lake,  where 
erected  a  fort  now  known  as  Cuml^erland  House.  From  t 
time  the  Huds<m  s  Bay  Company,  rouse<l  from  the  torpid  st 
in  which  thev  existe<l  on  the  fmzen  shores  of  the  l)av,  follow 
the  example  set  by  their  more  energetic  competitors,  and 
a  little  over  twenty  yeai-s  had  extended  their  trading  pc 
hx>n\  Cumljerland  House  to  the  Rockv  Mountains. 

To  return  to  the  fur  tra^lei's.  we  find  that  the  success  wh 
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attended  the  Frobishera'  efforts,  induced  otliera  to  follow  in 
their  footsteps,  and  in  1778,  a  number  of .  tradei'H  on  the  Sas- 
katchewan formed  themselves  into  a  company,  and  gave  the 
management  to  Mr.  Peter  Pond.  He  was  instructe<i  to  go  as 
far  as  Athabasca,  if  passible,  which  was  then  a  country  un- 
known, except  fi'om  Indian  report,  and  in  this  he  may  be  said 
to  have  succeetled,  for  he  reached  the  banks  of  the  Elk  river. 
There  he  passed  the  winter  of  1778-9,  and  carried  on  a  very 
successful  trade  with  the  Indians.  Indeed  he  secured  more 
furs  than  he  could  carrj'  away,  and  left  some  lx?hind,  stored  in 
one  of  his  winter  huts,  where  thev  were  found  the  next  season 
in  the  same  state  as  he  had  left  them. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant,  in  a  letter  to  General  Haldimand,  dated 
-*ith  April,  1780,  gives  some  interesting  pai-ticulai-s  relating 
to  the  fur  ti*a<le  as  it  was  carried  on  about  that  time.  He 
8*y8 :  *'  At  all  times  the  trade  to  the  upper  countries  has  })een 
W)n8idererl  the  staple  trade  of  this  Province,  but  of  late  years 
Jt  has  been  greatly  augmented,  in  so  much  that  it  may  be 
'^koned,  one  year  with  another,  to  have  pro<luce<l  an  annual 
r^tnm  to  Great  Britain,  in  furs,  to  the  amount  of  £200,000 
•*rterling^  which  is  an  object  deserving  of  all  the  encouragement 
*^'l  protection  which  Government  can,  with  propriety,  give  to 
that  trade.  The  Indian  trade,  by  ev^ery  comnnmication,  is 
^nied  on  at  great  expense,  labor  and  risk,  of  both  men  and 
pi^perty :  everj'  year  furnishes  instances  of  the  loss  of  men 
^'^'l  goods  by  accident  or  otherwise.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to 
^^*  expected!  that  the  tradei^s  in  gt»neral  are  men  of  substance ; 

• 

^'ideed  few  of  them  are  able  to  i)urchjise,  with  ready  money, 
^^ch  goods  as  they  want  for  their  tirade.  They  aie  c;)nse- 
'l^ently  indebted,  fix)m  year  to  year,  until  a  return  is  made 

■ 

^'*  furs,  to   the  merchants  of  Quel)ec  and   Montieal,  who  are 
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iinportei'S  of  j^oods  fix)iu  England,  and  furnish  them  on  credit 
In  this  manner  the  .upper  country  trade  is  chiefly  carried  on 
by  men  of  low  cii-eumstances,  destitute  of  every  means  to  pay 
their  debts,  when  their  trade  fails :  and  if  it  should  be  under 
l^reat  restraints,  or  obstructed  a  few  years,  the  consequence 
would  prove  niinous  to  the  commercial  part  of  this  Province, 
and  very  hui-tful  to  the  merchants  of  London,  shippers  of  goods 
to  this  country,  Ijesides  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a  branch  of  trade 
in  Great  Britain.  •  «  «  ♦  J^iist  year  the  passes  for  the 
Indian  goo<ls  were  given  out  so  late  that  it  was  impossible  to 
forward  goods  to  the  places  of  de.stination,  especially  in  the 
Xoith-West.  For  that  rea.son,  those  concenie*!  in  that  (juarter 
joined  their  stock  together,  and  made  one  common  interest  of 
the  whole  (referring  to  the  company  of  which  Mr.  Peter  Pond 
had  the  management),  iis  it  continues  at  present,  in  the  hands 
of  the  di  tie  rent  pei-son.s  or  companies,  as  mentioned  at  foot  of 
this.  The  canoes  for  the  North- West  are  connnonlv  the  first 
sent  otf,  and,  indeed,  the  earlier  all  the  canoes,  bound  up  the 
Grand  River,  go  off,  the  better.  The  North- West  is  divide<i 
into  sixteen  shares,  all  of  which  form  but  one  company  at 
this  time,  as  follows  : 

"  To<ld  A:  MeiJill,  2  shares:  Ben.  <&:  Jos.  Frobisher,  2  shares: 
MeCiill  vS:  Patei-son,  2  shares:  McTavish  &  Co.,  2  shares: 
Hohnes  i:  Grant,  2  shares :  Wadden  k  Co.,  2  shares ;  McBeath 
&  Co.,  2  shares :  Koss  A:  Co.,  1  share  :  Oakes  iz  Co.,  1  share." 

This  company,  of  which  Mr.  Peter  Pcmd  was  manager,  was 
the  germ  from  which  sprang  the  great  North-West  Company, 
that,  in  a  few  years,  extended  its  discoveries  and  trade  to 
the  Arctic  and  Pacific  Oceans.  It  seems  that  the  same  delav 
in  furnishing  passes  for  the  canoes,  to  which  Grant  refers  in 
his  letter,  occurred  again   in   1780,  and  on  the  11th  Mav,  the 


/. 
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ir  traders*  presented  the  following  memorial  to  Geijeral 
aldiumnd.  The  document  is  here  given  in  full,  because  it 
lows  some  of  the  difficulties  under  which  fur  trading  was 
)nducted  in  the  North- West  in  those  days : 

0  Hi!s  Excellency, 

Frederick  Haldimand,  Etc.,  Etc.,  Etc. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  from  Montreal  to  the 
reat  Carr^'ing  Place  in  Liake  Superior,  and  the  interior  country,  com- 
<>%  named  the  North- West. 

That  your  memorialists  have,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  carried 
^  &n  extensive  and  valuable  trade  into  the  parts  from  whence  the  annual 
turns  hdve  for  some  years  been  esteemed  at  fifty  thousand  pounds  ster- 
M;  in  furH,  which  have  served  to  remit  to  Great  Britain  in  |)ayment  of 
*^  niannfactures  imported  from  the  Mother  country. 

That  there  is  usually  and  actually  employed  in  that  country  near  to 
'^  hundred  men,  who  generally  arriVe  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
^nd  Carrying  Place  from  the  10th  June  to  the  10th  July,  but  from  the 
'^h  of  the  voyMge  and  barrenness  of  the  country,  added  to  the  small- 
^  of  the  canoes  and  innumerable  carrying  places,  are  reduced  from 
'it  of  provisions  to  very  great  misery  and  distress,  which  has  constantly 
*  your  memorialists  under  the  dutiful  necessity  of  sending  canoes  with 
'Visions  very  early  from  Michilimackinac,  in  order  to  meet  the  canoe 
^  of  the  distant  posts,  without  which  precaution  great  part  of  their 
'lH*rty,  after  being  converted  into  furs,  must  have  been  left  and  lost  to 
^,  and  a  more  painful  circumstance  might  have  liappened  in  the  death 
''hi«e  employed  in  that  adventurous  business. 

That  they  are  well  informed  last  fall  from  their  corres|>ondence  at 
^t\>it  and  Michilimackinac,  that  no  provisions  of  any  kind  will  be  allow- 
^  go  from  thence  for  supplying  the  Trade  to  the  North-Weat,  which 
'^tofore  was  the  case,  and,  therefore,  your  Memorialists  have  taken  the 
^<^ution  to  provide  Indian  com,  pease,  flour,  etc.,  to  send  from  hence 
that  purpose. 

That  the  length  of  the  voyage  to  the  Grand  Carrying  Place  is,  at 
>^t.  four  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  and  from  thence  to  the  distant  posts 
^ve  six  hundred  more,  which  cannot  be  performed  in  less  time  than  six 
*ntht,and  sometimes  it  happens  that  winter  sets  in  before  your  Memor- 
'^Xa  can  arrive  at  the  Factories  where  they  intend  to  pass  the  winter, 
^d  when  that  unfortunate  circumstance  takes  place,  there  are  instances  of 
-^'er&l  having  starved,  and  even  so  direful  have  the  consequences  been  as 
F 
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t<)  occasion  the  casting  of  lots  for  an  unhappy  victim  to  serve  as  food  for 
his  more  unhappy  companions. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  been  encouraged  to  continue  in  this  trade 
from  constantly  tinding  a  facility  to  carry  it  on,  in  the  ready  zeal  of 
Govtmment  in  granting  {lasses  and  licenses  to  that  effect,  and  they  had 
reason  U)  hojie,  from  the  notification  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  give  Your  Memorialists  some  time  ago  that  no  let  or  hindrance  to 
their  de^mrture  would  have  taken  place  this  spring,  but,  mttwithstaiiding 
lists  of  the  ciiiioes,  giK»ds,  and  number  of  men,  were  immediately  given 
into  Mr.  Gray's  office,  to  be  forwaixled  to  Your  Excellency,  Yo«r 
Memorialists  have  heard  nothing  more  on  the  subject  since  that  time. 

Your  Memorialists,  from  the  causes  set  forth,  are  under  the  m'«t 
anxious  apprehensions  for  the  lives  of  their  peoj^e  employed  in  the 
trade,  and  fear  gi*eatly  that  they  may  suffer  very  much  in  a  loss  of  their 
property,  unless  Your  Excellency  is  pleiised  to  grant  immediate  per- 
missicm  for  them  to  send  c»ff  their  canoes  with  the  goods  and  pmvisions 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  that  extensive  and  valuable 
branch  of  business  and  they  beg  leave  t<j  assure  Y'our  Excellency  that 
with  all  the  industry  that  can  be  exerted  in  collecting  the  men  who 
are  hired,  from  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  8up{K>sing  the  p-ases 
U^  be  here  at  thi-i  hour,  it  wou  d  still  be  the  twentieth  of  this  mouth 
before  the  ctinoes  could  be  sent  off.  and  it  is  against  the  interest,  and 
of  course  the  wish,  of  any  North-West  tniders  to  remain  here  s(»  late. 

Your  Memorialists  c^innot  have  the  smallest  doubt  of  Your  Excel- 
lency's good  will  and  zeal  to  encounige  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
Province  over  which  yo»i  preside,  and  particularly  of  (that)  which  lies 
at  a  great  distance  from  the  frontiers  of  the  unnatunvl  rebel  Stiites  of 
America.  Therefore,  submitting  their  case  to  Your  Excellency's  c<ni- 
sideration,  they  humbly,  and  most  earnestly,  request  speedy  relief  in  the 
premises,  and  Your  Memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound    shall  ever  pray. 

Montreal,  11th  May,  178(). 

J.  PoKTEors  Todd  &  McGill, 

Holmes  tV:  (Jrant,  Benm.  tt  Jos.  Frobisher 

Simon  McTavish,  McGill  &  Paterson. 

Charles  (Jrant,  Forrest  Oakes, 

Geo.  M('l»EATH,  Adam  Lymbcrxer 

X()t\vithstan<liiig  the  success,  as  repoi*te<l,  of  the  Pond  expe- 
tlition  and  others,  tin*  position  of  the  tradei*H  in  the  North- 
West  continue*  1  to  l)e  very  bad  :  a  fact  which  arose  in  a  great 
measure   from  tlie  evil  conduct  of  some  of  them,  and  their 
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quarrels  with  the  Indians,  resulting  in  frequent  tights.  About 
this  time,  a  sad  occurrence  took  place  which  will  show  the 
state  of  feeling  that  existed  even  amongst  the  l>etter  class  of 
trailers.  In  1780,  a  number  of  these  agreed  to  send  out  an 
expedition  on  joint  account,  and  a  Mr.  Wadin  and  Mr.  Pond 
were  selected  to  take  charge  of  it, — two  men  of  opposite  char- 
acters, who  could  not  agi'ee.  One  day,  about  the  beginning  of 
1781,  Mr.  Pond  and  his  clerk  were  invited  to  dine  with  Mr. 
Wadin,  and  the  latter,  during  the  night  following  the  dinner, 
was  shot  in  the  thigh,  from  which  it  is  said,  he  bled  to  death, 
and  it  wjis  supposed  that  Mr.  Pond  and  the  clerk  committed 
the  deed.  They  were  afterwards  tried  in  Montreal  for  the 
murder,  and  acquitted,  but  a  strong  feeling  existed  in  the 
WMnd  of  the  public  that  they  were  guilty. 

Little  trading  was  done  after  this,  owing  to  the  continuance 
of  the  smallpox  amongst  the  Indians,  until  the  winter  of 
17834,  when,  the  prospects  having  become  brighter,  a  number 
of  merchants  of  Canada,  engaged  in  the  fur  trade,  fonued  a 
junction  of  interests  under  the  name  of  the  Xoi*th-West  Com- 
pany. The  management  of  this  association  was  placed  in  the 
"ands  of  Benjamin  and  Joseph  Frobisher  and  Simon  Mc- 
T'avish,  an  arrangement  which  was  not  satisfactory-  to  Mr. 
'<*ter  Pond,  one  of  the  pai*ties  to  the  formation  of  the  com- 
P*^y.  He  therefore  prevailed  ujx^n  Mr.  Peter  Pangman  to 
join  him  in  forming  a  rival  scheme,  but,  before  this  was 
^^niplished,  he  made  terms  with  the  North-West  Company. 
"^  Pangman,  however,  and  his  associates  continued  their 
*1>po«ition  until  1787,  when  the  rival  concerns  were  united  in 
one,  and  matters  went  smoothly  for  over  ten  yeai-s,  until  in 
*'98,  differences  again  occurred,  and  a  number  of  the  part- 
^^rs  seceded  from  the  parent  association,  and  formed  the  XY 
Company. 
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In  1801,  Dominic  Rousseau,  of  Montreal,  sent  a  party  of 
traders  under  one  Hervier,  who,  on  reaching  Lake  Superior, 
^j'^ere  set  upon  by  serv^ants  of  the  North-West  (Company,  and 
obliged  to  return,  at  considerable  loss  to  the  undertaking.  In 
1806,  Mr.  Rousseau,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Delorme,  made 
another  attempt,  but  was  again  driven  back,  Mr.  Delorme 
being  forced  to  return  to  Montreal,  leaving  all  his  goods 
behind  him.  This  was  the  last  instance  of  a  private  merchant 
attempting  to  send  goods  from  Montreal  into  the  North-West 
for  the  purjx)se  of  trading. 

To  the  fur  traders,  in  a  large  measure,  belongs  the  honor  of 
having  saved  Upper  Canada  from  the  grasp  of  the  Americans. 
The  aid  tliey  rendered  to  General  Brock  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, and,  although  the  Noilh-West  Company  obtained  the 
chief  credit  of  having  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Michilimac- 
kinac,  the  work  was  done  principally  by  traders,  independent 
of  that  Company.  Among  those,  may  be  mentioned  Mr. 
Robert  Dickson  and  Mr.  Jacob  Franks,  who  brought  forward 
a  strong  body  of  Sioux  Indians,  to  assist  the  Canadians,  and 
the  voyageui*s  conunanded  by  Colonel  Crawford,  and  other 
brave  officei*s  also  did  good  service  to  Canada,  alternating 
their  time  as  canoe  men  in  the  fur  trade,  and  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  Canada. 

But  from  1798  the  fur  trade  may  be  said  to  have  passed 
fi*om  the  hands  of  private  individuals  into  those  of  companies, 
and  the  fur  traders  became  the  servants  of  the  latter. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE   FUR   COMPANIES. 

The  first  association  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  fur  trade,  of 
which  we  have  any  record,  was  the  Beaver  Company,  estab- 
lished in  1628  or  1630,  but  there  is  little  known  of  its  opera- 
tions. In  the  previous  chapter  we  traced  the  history  of  the 
fur  traders  down  to  the  year  1798,  when  the  last  attempt  at 
indiridual  trading  from  Montreal  was  made,  and  we  will  now 
take  a  glance  at  the  fur  companies,  the  outcome  of  that  sys- 
tem. When  the  French  lost  possession  of  Canada  in  1762, 
the  "  Coureurs  des  Boia"  unaccustomed  to  the  ways  and  man- 
'^er  of  doing  business  of  the  English,  were  slow  at  first  to  as- 
^iate  with  them,  but  it  was  not  long  until  they  overcame 
thin  feeling,  and  grew  to  be  as  active  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
the  merchant  fur  traders,  as  they  had  formerly  been  in  their 
^^n  quarrels.  The  Canadian  merchants,  however,  for  a  long 
tiDie  experienced  strong  competition  from  those  doing  busi- 
^^  in  the  United  States,  who  induced  the  Indians  and  the 

Coureurs  des  Bois  "  to  take  service  with  them  on  the  Amer- 
^<^n  side.  This,  combined  with  the  lawless  doings  of  many  of 
^"«  fur  traders  themselves,  the  prevalence  of  the  smallpox 
*»nong  the  Indians,  and  the  cutting  off  of  supplies  by  the 
^ttiericans,-  caused  a  few  of  the  Canadian  merchants  to  unite 
^^ither,  in  1779,  for  self  protection,  and  the  union  of  inter- 
^*J  thus  brought  about  led  to  the  formation,  in  1782,  of  the 
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North- West  Company.  A  niiinl>er  of  iiierchantH  in  Montreal 
formed  an  association  under  this  title,  the  leading  persons 
Imnvr  Benj.  and  Jos.  Fi-obisher,  and  Mr.  Simon  McTa\T8h,  by 
whose  influence  mainly  the  coalition  was  brought  about,  but 
in  the  an-angement  of  this  co-partnership  difficulties  arose, 
and  a  few  withdi-ew,  preferring  to  carrj'  on  a  separate  trade, 
and  this  stat4.»  of  affairs  continued  until  1787,  when  all  the 
parties  unit^nl  once  more  under  the  name  of  the  North- West 
Company. 

In  the  meantime,  the  pjirties  who  formed  the  coini)any  in 
1788  were  active  in  exploring  the  countiy  for  the  purpoeeof 
extending  their  ojx^rations,  and  in  1784  sent  a  party  consist- 
ing of  ilr.  Edwanl  Umfiwille,  Mr.  Venance  St- Gerniaiu,  and 
six  Canadians  to  the  north  for  that  purpose.  In  October  of 
the  same  year  the  Company  pi-esent^ni  the  following  meuiorial 
to  Crovernor  Haldinmnd,  at  Quelx»c  : 

To  His  Excellbncy  Frederick  Haldimand,  Etc.,  Etc. 

Th*    Mtmotiid  o/  the  Kotth-WfM  CoinjMiny  humbly  shticeth  : 

'*  That  the  Coiiii>any  from  the  BounclHr}*  dencribed  in  the  Ute  Trwt}* 
*'!►£  Peace,  being  apprehensive  the  I'nitetl  StateK  would  avail  thenwelves 
'*of  every  means  in  their  power  to  dispi^ssess  them  of  their  trade  to  the 
**  Nortli- West,  from  being  entitled  to  an  e<iual,  if  not  lui  exclusivef  right 
**tt»  the  (irand  Portage  «»n  Lake  Su|>enor  and  the  wat-er  ci>mmunicatioD 
**to  the  extent  of  Lake  du  lU»is  :  Have,  at  their  own  expense  and  with 
**  tlie  approK-ition  of  Your  Excellency,  seat  otf  fnmi  the  north  side  of  LiJt« 
**Sui>eri<>r  two  i>ersons,  on  whom  they  cjin  depend,  accompanied  by  vi 
*'  Canadians,  to  attempt  the  discovery  of  aiu»t her  pastiage  north  of  thelio^ 
*'  of  the  Roundar}',  t<»  the  Kiver  Ouinipiipie,  and  from  the  information  your 
**  Memorialists  have  since  receiveil  fn>m  them, -they  have  every  reaaonto 
**  expect  that  this  |>asMage,  so  much  to  V)e  wished  for,  will  be  discovered 
**and  found  practicable  ;  which  will  etfectually  secure  that  \-alu»ble 
*'  bniiich  of  tlie  fur  tr^ide  tt»  this  Pn»vince. 

**Thnt  exclusive  of  this  great  object,  your  MemorialiHta  have  in  view 
**  another  discovery  i»f  greater  magnitude,  which  ia  that  of  exploring,  *t 
"their  own  expense,  between  the  latitudes  55  and  65,  all  that  tract  of 
*'  country  extending  west  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  North  Pacific  <Jce»n, 
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**  of  which  surveys  shall  be  inkeu,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  and 
''such  surveys,  with  remarks  thereupon,  respecting  the  nature  of  the 
*' country*,  and  the  rivers  which  discharge  their  waters  int<3  that  sea  be- 
"  tween  those  latitudes  together  with  every  other  information  that  can  be 
"cuUected  from  the  natives,  slnll  be  laid  before  the  King's  Governor  for 
"  this  province,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  His  Majesty. 

**That  the  C«mipany's  servants,  as  before  mentioned,  are  now  ac- 
*'taally  employed  in  the  first  of  these  discoveries,  and  the  latter,  which 
''must  be  c<.»nsidered  as  an  object  deserving  of  every  encouragement  from 
**  the  Government,  they  are  ready  to  undertake  by  such  of  their  servants 
**And  other  persons  who  are  qualifieil  t<^  carry  their  intentions  into 
**  execution. 

**  That  your  Memorialists  reijuest  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
*'  represent  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  the  value  and  importance  of  these 
''discoveries,  and  the  pn»priety  of  granting  to  the  Com|)any  an  exclusive 
"  right  to  the  passage  they  may  discover  fr^/m  the  north  side  of  Lake  Su- 
*'  |>erior  to  the  River  Ouinipiquu  ;  and  also  of  the  trade  to  the  North- 
**  West  either  by  that  passage  or  by  the  present  comnmnication  of  the 
"Grand  Portage  for  ten  years  only,  as  a  reward  for  their  services  and  in 
''consideration  of  their  making  these  extensive  and  valuable  discoveries 
*'  at  their  own  expense 

"  Yc»ur  Memorialists  would  not  presume  to  ask  for  this  exclusive  right 

"<»f  tmde  to  the  North- West,  if  it  cimld  prt)ve  injurious  to  individuals,  or 

"  hurtful  to  this  Province  in  general  ;  but,  i>n  the  contrary,  they  are  the 

"only  (lersous  who  have  any  interest  or  connection  in  that  country  ;  con- 

'^uently,  no  one  can  be  injured  by  it,  while  it  will  give  them  the 

'^opportunity  of  making  the  discoveries  they  propose,  and  pursuing  the 

*n»ost  pn»per  measures,   suggesteil  by  long   experience,  to   supply  the 

'**tive8  abundantly  with  every  necessary  they  require,  by  which  only, 

^d  a  well  regulated  system  in  that  hmg  chain   of  connections,    the 

"^orth-West  business  is  ca|>able  of  being  extended. 

**  Your   Memorialists  therefore   request,   that   until   His   Majesty's 

^  Pleasure  is  known,  tliat  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  sus]>end  the 

^^^^Hnting  of  passes  for  the  Grand  Portage,  or  the   passage   thay   are 

^  *^^inpting  to  discover  from  the  north  side  of   Liake  Superior  to  the 

^^  '^^v^r  Ouinipique,  should  they  be  applie«.l  for,  and  that  you  will  be 

^^  "  ^^^*ed  to  signify  the  same  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Michilimakinac, 

^^       ^ke  end,  that  no  person  may  have  cause  to  couiplain,  under  a  pretence 

^^       Having  projierty  in  the  country,  if  the  Company  should  obtain  for  the 

^^    "^^^derations  now  laid  before  Your  Excellency,  an  exclusive  right  to 

^^  trade  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Nt»rth-West. 
^^       *  *  Your  MemorialLsts  pray  Your  Excellency  will  ttike  the  merit  of 
^^ir  memorial  into  your  consideration,  an<l  that  you  will  be  [)leascd  to 
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*' recommend  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to  grant  to  the  North- West 
**  Company  (of  which  your  Memorialists  are  directors),  an  exclusive 
*'  privilege  of  trade  from  Lake  Superior  to  that  country,  for  ten  yean 
**  only,  as  a  reward  for  discovering  a  new  passage  to  the  River  Ouinipiqne, 
**and  thereby  effectually  securing  to  this  Province  the  fur  trade  to  the 
**  North- West.  And  in  consideration  also  of  exploring  at  their  own  ex- 
**  pense,  between  the  latitudes  55  and  65,  all  that  tract  of  country  west  d 
*' Hudson's  Bay,  to  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  communicating  to 
**  Government  such  surveys  and  other  information  respecting  that 
*'  country,  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  obtain. 

'*  And  your  Memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  etc.,  etc/* 

Bex  J.  &  JoK.  Frobisheb, 

Directors  of  the  North -West  Companu. 
Montreal,  4th  October,  1784. 

In  a  letter  accompanying  this  Memorial,  Messrs.  Fi-obisher 
give  some  particulars  of  their  trading  operations,  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  North- West  Company,  which  are  interesting. 
They  say : — "  The  first  mlventui-er  went  from  Michilimakinac, 
in  the  year  1765.    The  Indians  of  Lake  La  Pluye,  having  then 
l)een  long  destitute  of  goods,  stopped  and  plundered  his  canoes, 
and  would  not  suffer  him  to  proceed  farther.       He  attempted 
it  again  the  following  year,  and  met  with  the  same  bad  for- 
tune.    Another  attempt  was  made  in  the  vear  1767  :  thev  left 
gocxls  at  Lake  Pluye,  to  be  traded  with  the  natives,  who  per- 
mitted them  to  proceed  with  the  remainder,  and  the  canoes 
penetrated  beyond  I^ke  Ouinipicjue.     Fix)m   this  period,  the 
trade  of  tliat  country  was  attempteil  by  other  a<l venturers, 
with  various  success,  and  we  were  among  the  number,  in  the 
year  1761),  when  we  formed  a  connection  with  Messrs.  ToilJ 
&  McGill,  of  Montreal,  for  tlie  purpase  of   carrA'^ing  on  the 
business,  but  the  Indians  of  Liike  La  Pluye,  still  ungoveniable 
and  rapacious,  plundered  our  canoes,  and  would  not  suffer  any 
part  of  our  goods  to  be  sent  farther.      Before  we  could  be  ac- 
(juainted  with  this  misfortune,  our  gowls  for  the  yeai-  follow- 


I 
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ing  were  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and  we  were  then  too  far 
engaged  to  hesitate  for  a  moment.  A  second  attempt  was 
made,  in  which  we  were  more  successful.  Our  canoes  reached 
Lake  Bourbon,  and  thenceforward  we  were  determined  to 
persevere.  Taught,  however,  that  separate  interests  were  the 
bane  of  that  trade,  we  lost  no  time  to  form,  with  those  gentle- 
men and  some  others,  a  company,  and  ha\ang  men  of  experience 
and  abilities  to  conduct  it  in  the  interior  country,  the  Indians 
were  soon  abundantly  supplied,  and,  being  at  the  same  time 
well  treated,  new  posts  were  discovered  as  early  as  the  year 
1774,  which,  to  the  French,  were  totally  unknown ;  and,  had 
we  not  been  interrupted  by  new  adventurers,  the  public  in  a 
few  years  would  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  value 
and  extent  of  that  country,  of  which,  even  at  this  time,  our 
knowledge  is  very  imperfect.  These  adventurers,  consulting 
their  oMm  interest  only,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  natives,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  trade, 
soon  occasioned  such  disorder  that  those  who  had  the  most 
substantial  prospects  lost  no  time  to  withdraw  their  property, 

• 

'^ww^  which,  this  business,  though  not  altogether  neglected, 
bas  been  carried  on  under  great  disadvantages,  occasioned  by 
*  variety  of  interests,  sometimes  partially,  and  at  other  times 
^tally  unconnected  with  each  other ;  insomuch  that,  at  the 
"^tterend  of  the  year  1782,  those  who  had  persevered  were 
^  more  than  twelve  in  number,  and  being  convinced,  by  long 
experience,  of  the  advantages  that  would  arise  from  a  general 
^nnection,  not  only  calculated  to  secure  and  promote  their 
'nutual  interests,  but  also  to  guard  against  any  enci*oachments 
^'  the  United  States  on  the  line  of  boundary,  as  ceded  to 
t'^^m  by  treaty,  from  Lake  Superior  to  Lake  du  Bois,  they 
^'Jtered  upon  and  concluded  articles  of  agreement  under  the 
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title  of  the  North-West  Company,  of  which  we  were  name 
directors,  dividin^^  it  into  sixteen  shares,  of  which  each  pn 
prietor  holds  a  certain  number,  pi*oportionate  to  the  intere 
he  then  ha<I  in  the  countn^." 

The  Messrs.  Frobisher  then  point  out  in  their  letter  th« 
having  every  reason  to  expect  fix)m  the  line  to  be  drawn,  i 
explaine<:l  in  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  that  the  United  Stat 
would  Ixjcome  possessed  of  the  Grand  Portage  at  the  nort 
west  extremity  of  Lake  Suix;rior,  which,  unless  another  pM 
age  was  iliscovere<l,  would  result  in  the  loss  to  Canada  of  t 
North-West  fur  trade,  as  the  Grand  Portage  was  the  key 
that  pai-t  of  the  country,  and,  that  urged  by  these  reasoi 
their  company  had  sent  a  party  to  discover,  if  possible,  a 
other  route. 

In  a  subse<|Uent  part  of  the  letter,  the  following  interwjti: 
particulars  were  given,  relating  to  the  manner  of  conveyi 
gootls  from  Montreal  to  the  North-West: — "The  inland  na 
gation  from  Montreal,  by  wliich  the  North-West  business 
carrie<l  on,  is  perhaps  the  most  extensive  of  any  in  the  knc^ 
world,  but  it  is  only  practicable  for  canoes,  on  account  of  i 
givat  number  of  carrying-places.  To  give  Your  Excellen 
somt*  idea  of  which,  there  aiv  upwai*ds  of  ninety  from  M< 
tival  to  Liike  du  Bois  only,  aufl  many  of  them  ver^'  long  on 
Two  sets  of  men  are  employed  in  this  business,  making 
getht'r  upwanls  of  oOO,  one-half  of  which  are  occupie<l 
the  transport  of  g(xxls  from  Montreal  to  the  Grand  Porta 
in  canoes  of  alx)Ut  four  tons  burden,  navigated  by  eightr 
ten  men,  and  the  other  half  are  employe<l  to  take  such  go 
forward  to  eveiy  ))ost  in  tlie  interior  country,  to  the  extent 
I.IMJO  to  2,000  miles  and  upwards,  from  Lake  Suj)erior- 
canoes  of  al>out  one  ton  and  a  half  bunlen,  ma4.1e  exprei* 
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for  the  inland  sen-ice,  and  navigated  by  four  to  five  men 
ouly,  accoixling  to  the  places  of  their  destination.  The  larjj^e 
canoes  from  Montreal  always  set  off*  early  in  May,  and  as  the 
prorisions  they  take  with  them  are  consumed  by  the  time 
they  reach  Michilimakinac,  they  are  necessitated  to  call  there, 
liierely  to  take  in  an  ailditional  supply,  not  only  for  them- 
selves but  also  for  the  use  of  the  canoes  intended  for  the  in- 
terior country,  and  the  consumption  of  their  servants  at  the 
Gram]  Porta^,  but  as  these  canoes  are  not  capable  of  caiTy- 
intj  the  whole  of  such  provisions,  it  thence  becomes  necessary 
to  have  a  vessel,  or  boats,  upon  Lake  Superior  for  that  trans- 
port only,  and  the  utmost  dispatch  is  reciuired,  that  every- 
thin^r  may  be  ready  in  point  of  time  to  send  ott'  their  supplies 
for  the  interior  country,  for  which  purpose  the  goo<ls,  pn:)- 
viwoiis,  and  everj'thing  else  required  for  the  outfits  of  the 
year,  must  be  at  the  Grand  Portage  early  in  July  :  for  the 
carr\'in^-place  being  at  least  ten  miles  in  length,  tiftt»en  days 
^^  commonly  spent  in  this  service,  which  is  performed  by  the 
canoe  men,  who  usually  leave  the  west  end  from  the  15th 
Wy  to  the  1st  August,  according  to  the  distances  of  the 
places  they  are  intendeil  for.  Their  general  loading  is  two- 
^"iHs  jroo<ls,  and  one-third  provisions,  which,  not  being  suf- 
ncient  for  their  subsistence  until  they  reach  winter  quai-ters, 
^"^y  must,  and  always  do,  dejiend  on  the  natives  they  occas- 
lonally  meet  on  the  road  for  an  additional  supply:  a  :d  when 
"^^  fails,  which  is  sometimes  the  case,  they  are  exiKxsed  to 
*?very  misery  that  it  is  jxxssible  to  survive,  and  eciually  so  in 
'^^urning  from  the  interior  country,  as  in  the  spring  pro  vis- 

• 

ions  are  more  scanty.  In  winter-* luarters,  however,  they  are 
*^  ^*8e,  and  commonly  in  plenty,  which  only  can  reconcile 
ihem  to  that  manner  of  life,  and  make  them  forget  their  suf- 
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('i'in<''s  in  tli^ir  animal  vovaLfc  to  and  t'roni  tlie(»ran<l  FN^rtaL'*'. 

The  value  of  the   North- West  Company's  trade  in  17(S4  is 
shown  in  the  following  words :  "  The  property  the  Company 
have  already  in  that  countrj^  exclusive  of  their  houses  and 
stores,  and  the  different  posts,  as  appeal's  by  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts  this  present  year,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  £25,— 
303,  3s.  6d.  currency ;  and  their  outfits  for  the  next  spring", 
which  will  ])e  sent  from  Montreal  as  soon  as  the  navigation  i» 
open,  will  not  fall  much  short  of  that  sum,  so  that  the  Cona— 
pany  will  have  an  interest  at  the  Grand  Portage,  in  July  next;, 
of  about  £50,000  original  cost  in  furs,  to  be  sent  to  Montre».l 
by  the  return  of  their  canoes,  and  in  goods  for  the  interioJ^ 
country,  from  which  Your  Excellency  may  judge  of  what  msLy 
be  expected  from  that  trade,  when  in  our  power,  by  an  exclii-- 
sive  right  for  ten  years,  to  explore  the  country  and  extend  it-' 

Mr.  Peter  Pond,  the  following  year,  addressed  another  mem- 
orial to  Lieut.-Governor  Hamilton,  at  Quebec,  on  behalf  of  th^ 
North-West  Company,  recapitulating  in  a  measure  and  sup- 
porting the  arguments  of  the  Frobishers,  adding  that  both 
Russia  and  the  United  States  were  making  preparations  to 
secure  the  fur  trade  on  the  north-west  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica.    In  the  same  year,  Benj.  Frobisher  suggests  that  a  carry- 
ing-place should  be  established  at  Toronto,  as  the  settlers  from 
that  vicinity,  in  the  coui'se  of  a  few  years,  he  stated,  would  be 
in  a  situation  to  supply  the  provisions  wanted  by  the  traders 
for  the  northern  countries.     Numerous  other  suggestions  were 
also  made  to  the  Govennnent  alx)ut  this  time,  by  members  of 
the  North-West  Company,  with  the  object  of  preserving  the 
fur  trade  to  Canada,  and  preventing  it  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americiins. 

One  p  )int  raised  by  the  North-West  Company  was  the  in- 
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sufficiency  of  the  lueans  of  transport  for  their  goods  on  the 
lakes  by  the  King^s  ships,  private  vessels  not  being  suffered  to 
navigate  the  inland  waters,  and  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
General  Haldimand  submitted  the  following  reconniiendation 
to  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Sydney : 

"  The  navigation  of  these  lakes  by  the  King  s  vessels  only,  is 
an  object  so  nearly  connected  with  the  entire  preservation  of 
the  fur  tra<le,  that  I  have  withstood  various  applications  for 
building  and  navigating  private  vessels  and  boats  upon  the 
lakes:  the  rivers  and  outlets  from  them  to  the  American  States 
are  so  numerous  that  no  precautions  which  could  be  taken,  in 
that  case,  would  be  effectual  in  preventing  a  great  jmrt  of  the 
furs  from  going  directly  into  the  American  States,  and  there 
ii<  but  little  doubt  that  traders  will  carry  their  commodities  to 
the  best  market,  whatever  may  be  the  consequences ;  indeed 
8*?veral  instances  have  already  occurred  since  the  peace,  of 
their  smuggling  fui-s  even  from  Montreal  over  Lake  Champlain 
into  the  States,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  civil  and 
niilitar}'  officers.  What  then  would  be  the  case  upon  the  re- 
mote lakes  may  easily  be  conceived.  I  would,  therefore,  re- 
<»umiend  by  all  means  that  a  sufficient  number  of  King's 
^  wsels  be  kept  upon  the  lakes,  and  all  other  craft,  whatever, 
prohibite<l,  not  only  for  the  foregoing  reasons,  but  in  all  events 
^^  preserve  a  superiority  u\X)u  the  waters  in  that  country." 

TTie  North- West  Company,  therefore,  not  only  failed  in  ob- 
taining permission  to  navigate  their  own  vessels  on  the  lakes, 
"^t  Were  also  unsuccessful  in  securing  the  exclusive  privileges 
^^^y  sought. 

^^  1789,  Mr.  Isaac  Ogden,  in  a  letter  written  from  Quebec  to 
^^  David  Ogilen,  in  London,  when  giving  some  account  of  the 
<^mnierce  in  the  North- West,  states  as  follows :     "  Fix)m  the 
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en<l  of  the  Poita^,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  all  the  Ukos 
and  wat4?i-s,  as  hic^h  up  as  lat.  58\  and  lon^.  124®,  set  first  to 
the   north -west   and    north,   and   then  take  a  south-easterir 
and  srnitli   course,  and  empty  into  York  Factorj*  ( Hudson  s 
Bay).     These  lakes  and  rivers  are  almost  innumerable.    Some 
of  them  ai-e  very  lar^,  such  as  the  Lake  Winnipeg,  Lake  of 
the  Wooils,  and  others.     The  mouth  of  York  River  lays  in  long. 
94^  west,  and  lat.  57'.     It  is  an  extensive,  large  river,  setting: 
nearly  west,  and  is  supplied  by  the  above  lakes  and  rivew, 
which  fall  into  it  from  the  north  and  south.     The  Hudson's 
Bay  Compan\'  have  posts  several  hundred  miles  west  from 
them,  but  none  to  the  northward." 

Thus  showing  that  the  Hud.son's  Bay  Company  were  then 
extendint;  their  trading  operations  far  into  the  interior.  Mr. 
Hearne,  as  we  have  already  sho\\Ti.  had  discovered  and  explor- 
e<l  the  Coppermine  River,  and  aftei'ward.s,  in  1770,  establishe<l 
the  past  at  Cumberlaiul  House.  Fi-om  that  time  the  extension 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  tmde  in  the  int<*rior  s»^ins  to 
have  bt^en  rapid,  and  their  opposition  to  the  North-\Ve.st  Com- 
pany stn^ntr.  During  this  perio<l  of  rivalry'  between  the  two 
powerful  associations,  the  office i*s  of  the  respective  conijwuies 
weiv  not  unfriendly  to  each  other,  althou|^h  there  wa**  keen 
comjH^tition  ])etween  them  in  the  way  of  tnule,  but  s<x*ially 
they  fi*e<|Ut^ntly  met  each  other  in  the  most  hospitable  manner. 

While  the  North-West  Company  were  memorializing  the 
(iovernment  in  regard  Uj  pi*oj)ased  explorations  into  the  inter- 
ior, and  otferintj  their  services  for  that  object,  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  were  not  inactive  in  the  same  direction.     EarlV 
in  1790,  we  tind  it  stated  that  Mr.  Wei^,  the  Governor  of  th^ 
( V)iiipany.  intimated  to  the  (J(nernment  that  the  directors  ha*! 
unaniiiinusly  drt«.*rmined  to  s«*nd  their  sloop  of  about  W  ton^ 
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at  their  own  expense,  if  a  proper  person  were  sent  in  her,  to 
exauiine  if  any  outlet  could  be  found  from  Hudson  s  Bay  to 
facilitate  the  communication  with  the  west  coast.  They  also 
wished  that  two  proper  persons  inight  be  sent  by  Government 
to  travel  inland  to  ascertain  the  shortest  communication  by 
the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  offered  to  defray  any  reasonable  ex- 
pense of  the  undertaking. 

Thus  the  two  great  fur  companies  were  at  this  time  in  the 
van  of  exploration  in  the  North-West,  and  to  them  the  open- 
ing up  of  that  vast  region  is  chiefly  due. 

In  1798,  differences  again  occun-ed  among  the  partners  of 
the  Xorth-West  Company,  which  i-esulted  in  a  number  of 
them  seceding  and  forming  themselves  into  the  X.Y.  Com- 
pany. The  effect  of  this  was  additional  competition  in  the 
fur  trade  for  several  yeai's.  In  171H),  a  strong  contest  was 
♦entered  into  by  those  rival  companies  for  possession  of  lan<l  at 
Sault  Sainte-Marie,  and,  from  the  papera  relating  thereto,  it 
^ould  appear  that  the  Xorth-West  Company  were  the  fii-st  to 
^^^>nstniet  a  canal  at  that  point.  The  following  abstnict  is 
taken  fn3m  a  memorial  presented  by  them  in  1802  on  the  sub- 
ject :— ."  That,  contemplating  the  advantages  of  a  free  and  un- 
<>hRtructed  passage  between  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior, 
your  memorialists,  in  the  year  1797,  caused  a  pix>per  survey  to 
^  made  on  the  British  side  of  the  Falls  of  St.  Marv :  the 
®^th  part  of  the  expense  of  which,  amounting  to  about  forty- 
"^'e  pounds,  was  defrayed  by  the  house  of  Messrs.  Fom'th, 
wchanlson  &  Co.  That  in  conseijuence  of  the  report  made  of 
the  said  survey,  your  memorialists  have,  since  that  period, 
*^^lly  cut  a  road  foHy-five  feet  wi<le  across  the  carry ing- 
P"^,  and  openeil  a  canal  upwards  of  three  thousand  feet  in 
len^h,  witli  a  lock  which  raises  the  water  nine  feet,  and  have 
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also  erected  thereon  a  saw  mill,  storehouses  and  other  nece 
sary  buildings  for  facilitating  the  navigation  of  said  canaL'* 

Messrs.  PhjTi,  Inglis  &  Co.,  the  London  agents  of  the  X^ 
Company,  opposed  the  application  of  the  North-West  Com 
pany  for  a  grant  of  land  at  the  Sault,  and  the  Duke  of  Port 
land,  writing  on  the  13th  March,  1800,  to  Lieut.-General  Hud 
ter,  agreed  with  them.  He  says : — "  I  am  strongly  inclined  t 
be  of  opinion  that  it  must  be  very  much  for  the  benetit  of  th 
fur  trade,  that  about  four  or  five  leagues,  or,  perhaps,  th 
whole  sti'ait  in  <|ue8tion,  should  be  forever  retained  in  th 
hands  of  the  Cn)wn." 

With  the  fonnation  of  the  XY  Company,  the  competitia 
in  the  fur  trade  became  verv  bitter,  and  matters  between  th 
content  ling  parties  began  te  wear  a  formidable  appearand 
Hostilities  broke  out  l)etween  the  agents  of  the  res|)ectiv 
companies  ;  alliances  were  formed  with  the  Indians,  and  th 
whole  trade  was  carried  on  in  a  reckless  and  extravagan 
manner. 

Ill  1793,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  servants  made  thei 
appearance  at  Red  River,  an  ex{)edition  equip|)ed  at  Albanj 
on  James  Bav,  bein<;  conducted  there  bv  Mr.  Donald  McKa} 
who,  on  his  arrival,  built  a  jxxst  alongside  of  those  of  th 
North- West  and  XY  Companies.  Alx)ut  this  time,  acconiin; 
to  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie,  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  North 
West  were  divided  about  as  follows :  At  Nepowe  and  Sontl 
Branch,  thirtv  tents  of  Bristineaux,  or  90  warriors,  and  sixt; 
tents  of  Stone  Indians,  200  waiTiors,  whose  hunting-ground 
extended  up  to  the  Eagle  Hills;  at  Forts  George  and  Agustui 
80  tents,  and,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  200  tents  Crees.  i 
the  siime  part  of  the  country  were  140  tents  of  Stone  Indian^ 
not  ^uite  one  half  inhabiting   the  west  woody  section,  a» 
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their  whole  number  being  not  less  than  450.     The  Surcees,  on 
the  north  branch,  35  tents,  and  oppasite  to  these,  on  the  east- 
wanl.  near  the  head  watei*s  of  the  south   branch,  were  the 
Peigans,  numbering  from  1,200  to  1,500  men.     Next  were  the 
Blood  Indians,  to  the  number  of  50  tents,  or  200  men ;  and 
the  Blackfeet,  numbering  about  800.     Then,  the  Big-Bellied 
Indians  hatl  about  600  warriors,  but  the  Crees,  it  is  stated, 
although  their  numbers  are  not  given,  were  the  most  numer- 
ous tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Noi*th-West,  and  occupied  a  wider 
range  of  hunting-grounds  than  any  other  of  the  aboriginal 
nations.     With  these  large  bodies  of  Indians,  the  three  fur 
companies  carried  on  an  extensive  trade,  and  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  it  the  rivalry  became  so  bitter  that  outrages  on  each 
other,  and  bloodshed,  ensued.     As  an  instance  of  this,  in  the 
winter  of   1801-2,   Mr.  John  McDonald,    who   managed    the 
afiairs  of  the  North- West  Company  in  Athabasca,  had  in  his 
euiplov  a  clerk  named  King,  and  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Roche- 
Wane,  the  agent  of  the  XY  Company,  in  the  same  district,  was 
a  man  named  Lamotte.     During  the  course  of  the  winter,  two 
Indians  amved  as  deputies  from  a  band    with  which  both 
wmipanies  had  had  transactions,  to  inform  the  trader's  that 
^hey  had  furs  ready  at  an  enc^unpnient  within  four  or  five 
%s'  march.     King  and  Lamotte,  on  learning  this,  set  out  im- 
Jaediately  to  secure  the  fura  due  their  respective  companies, 
*nd  arrived  at  the  Indian  camp  about  the  same  time.     King, 
however,  having  the  stronger  force,  succeeded  in  getting  pas- 
**ion  of  all  the  furs  except  one  bale,  which  fell  to  Lamotte. 
Ine  former,  not  satisfied  with  his  success,  resolved  to  take  the 
^«  bundle  which  Lamotte  had,  and  went  for  that  purjKxse 
^^h  an  armed  force  to  his  tent.     Lamotte  warned  King  not 
^  touch  the  bundle  of  furs,  and,  when  he  persisted,  shot  him 
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(lead.  It  WJ18  only  the  interfereree  of  the  Indians  that  pn 
vented  Laniotte  from  being  killed  on  the  spot  b^'^  Kings  mei 
and,  although  he  was  afterwaixls  arrested,  he  was  never  trie« 
but  was  kept  in  prison  until  the  coalition  of  the  two  con 
panies  took  place,  when  he  regained  his  liberty. 

This  outrageous  proceeding  gave  rise  to  the  passing  of  a 
Act  in  1803,  43  Geo.  III.,  Cap.  138,  commonly  called  t\ 
"  Canada  Jurisdiction  Act."  The  pix>fessed  object  of  this  ai 
was  to  remedy  a  defect  of  the  law,  arising  from  the  circun 
stance  that  some  parts  of  British  America  were  not  within  tl 
limits  of  any  British  Colony,  so  that  offences  committed  thei 
could  not  l)e  tried  by  any  jurisdiction  whatever.  In  order  t 
remed}'^  this  evil,  the  courts  of  law  in  Canada  were  allowed  U 
take  cognizance  of  any  otiences  which  might  be  comniitte* 
within  certain  districts,  tenned  in  the  act,  the  "  Indian  Terri 
tories."  The  act  was  very  vague  in  meaning  as  to  the  par- 
ticular territories  to  which  it  was  meant  to  apply,  but  it 
showed  that  public  attention  was  being  attracted  to  the  dis- 
turbances tiking  place  between  the  fur  companies. 

The  first  trial  under  the  act  in  Montreal  was,  when  one 
John  Mowat,  in  the  employ  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
was  convicted  of  manslaughter  for  shooting  Elaneas  MacPon- 
nel,  a  clerk  of  the  Xorth-West  Company,  in  self-defence,  but 
the  circumstances  attendintj  this  trial  showed  ven'  clearly 
that  the  Xorth-West  Company,  in  those  <iays,  had  too  much 
influence  in  Canada  over  l)eneh,  bar  and  public  opinion,  fot 
any  opjK)nent  of  it  to  obtain  a  fair  trial. 

In  1805,  a  coalition  of  the  North- West  and  XY  Companies 
t<x>k  place,  and  the  whole  concern  was  divided  into  100  share**, 
of  which  a  large  pro]K)rti()n  was  held  in  London  and  Montrea* 
by  mercantilt-  housi's  which   had  contributed  capital,  the  W' 
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ance  beinp  held  by  the  wintering  partners,  some  of  whom  pos- 
sessed one,  and  some  two  shares.  A  general  meeting  of  the 
Company  was  held  every  summer,  at  the  i^endezvous  at  Fort 
William,  on  Lake  Superior,  where  all  matters  were  decided  by 
a  majority  of  votes,  each  share  giving  one  vote,  and  the 
absentees  voting  by  proyy.  At  the  general  meeting,  the 
operations  to  be  carried  on  the  succeeding  year  were  aiTanged, 
and  the  stations  to  be  assigned  to  each  individual  determined. 
At  the  same  time  the  accounts  of  the  year  were  settled,  each 
partner  bringing  in  a  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the 
department  he  had  in  charge. 

When  a  wintering  partner  had  served  a  number  of  yeara  he 
was  at  liberty  to  retire  from  the  concern,  and,  without  doing 
any  further  duty,  to  continue  to  hold  an  interest  in  the  capital 
of  the  Company,  and  also,  for  seven  years,  to  draw  one  half 
the  profits  of  the  share  he  had  held.  Upon  the  retiring  of  a 
wintering  partner,  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
another  in  his  place,  each  candidate  being  required  to  be  of 
Kood  chai-acter,  and  to  have  served  the  Company  a  certain 
number  of  years,  his  ability  as  a  trader  and  manager  of  a  post 
being  well  considered.  In  this  way  the  clerks  of  the  Com- 
pany, in  the  hope  of  promotion,  were  excited  to  an  activity 
and  zeal  hardly  inferior  to  the  partners  themselves.  Nothing, 
^rtainly,  could  be  devised  more  admirably  calculated  than 
"^is  system  to  infuse  activity  into  every  department  of  so 
extensive  a  concern,  and  to  direct  that  activity  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  and  in  complete  unity  of  purpose  towards 
^he  common  interest. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Company  at  Fort  William  was 
^  event  of  great  importance  to  the  wintering  partnei-s,  who, 
nke  chieftains .  of  the  olden  time,  repaired  with  a  retinue  of 
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servants  to  the  place  of  gathering.  The  leading  partnei 
Montreal  travelled  to  Fort  William  in  sumptuous  stati 
large  canoes,  freighted  with  every  convenience  and  1 
and  manned  by  Canadian  voyageurs,  who  were  |>ec 
fitted  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  such  a  trip,  and  u 
pleasant.  Cooks,  bakers,  and  other  servants  accoin 
these  annual  trips,  and  the  supplies  carried  with  th 
eluded  delicacies '  of  everj'  kind,  and  choice  wines  f 
bani|uets  which  attended  the  great  convention. 

In  a  large  wooden  building  at  Fort  William  was  th 
council  hall  of  the  Company,  and  near  it  the  Ijanc 
chamber.  The  house  and  vicinitv  swarmed  with  trader 
ageurs,  Indians,  half-breeils,  etc.,  who  feaste<l  sumptuous 
drank  deeply  during  the  time  the  council  was  bein* 
The  delil)ei*ations  of  the  partners  were,  however,  con 
with  much  dicniitv,  and  the  business  affairs  of  the  Co 
well  considered  and  carefully  mljusted.  But  when  b 
was  over  and  the  feasting  began,  the  scene  of  revelry  > 
yond  description.  They  were  a  hard-living,  hard-<lrink 
of  men,  those  old  Nor -Westei*s ;  keen  to  take  arlv 
where  a  fur  tiwle  was  in  (juestion,  they  were  ever  re 
extend  the  hand  of  friendship  and  haspitiility  to  their 
The  annual  met^ting  of  the  council  at  Foit  William  was, 
wintering  partners,  a  grand  holiday  season,  to  which  tl 
ways  looke<i  forward,  as  the  mariner,  after  a  long  voya 
ticipates  his  home-welcome,  and,  while  the  affairs  of  tht 
pany  wei*e  strictly  attended  to  at  the  council  boar 
balance  of  the  time  was  spent  in  revelry  and  feasting, 
retainei-s,  in  the  .shrt[xj  of  voyageurs,  half-breeds,  hunte 
tradei's,  were  not  slow  in  following  the  example  of 
.superiors,  and  the  scene,  tlu'refoix*.   ai*ound  the   counc 
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was  sometimes  one  of  pandemonium.  The  council  at  an  end, 
each  wintering  partner  took  his  way,  accompanied  by  his 
'people,"  to  his  far-off  post,  with  full  instructions  how  to 
proceed  during  the  next  twelve  months :  and  the  leaders  or 
agents  living  in  Montreal  embarked  in  their  canoes  for  their 
home  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  they  lived  in  lordly  and 
hospitable  style,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries 
of  the  day,  while  their  wintering  partners  roughed  it  in  the 
far-oflf  north. 

While  the  North- West  Company  were  pushing  their  way 
and  extending  their  operations  in  the  wilds  of  Canada,  east  of 
the  Rockies,  the  Americans  south  of  the  boundary  line  were 
iM>t  idle,  and  the  Mackinaw  Company,  American  Fur  Com- 
pany and  South-West  Company  followed  each  other  in  quick 
succession,  having  for  their  object  the  extension  of  the  fur 
trade  along  the  north-west  coast,  and  in  some  of  these  enter-  * 
pnses,  it  is  sai<l,  a  number  of  the  partners  of  the  North -West 
Conipany  were  interested. 

Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  had  returned  f i-om  his  four  years' 

• 

jouniey  to  the  north,  during  which  he  discovered  and  explor- 
^1  the  great  river  which  bears  his  name,  and  on  his  return  he 
f^fmd  in  1802  (before  the  coalition  of  the  North-West  and 
•^1  Companies),  the  formation  of  a  company  to  carry  on  the 
nshery  and  fur  trade  in  the  interior,  and  on  the  west  coast  of 
America.  In  Article  8  of  liis  proposition  the  following  words 
appear:— "To  obtain  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  if  it 
^  legal  power  to  grant  or  refuse  it,  a  *  licence  of  transit,' 

m 

irrevocable  and  unlimited  :  for  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
^^^y  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  Great  Britain 
^'id  of  America,  in  and  outwards  through  all  the  seas,  bays, 
ports,  rivers,  lakes  and  territories  within    the    limits   of   its 
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charter,"  showing  that  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company  wei 
then  upholding  their  privileges  in  the  interior  as  well  as  i 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Bay.  Sir  Alexander  McKenae 
project,  however,  came  to  naught. 

The  North-West  and  XY  Companies  having  joined  hand 
a  keen  rivalry,  accompanied  by  outrages  and  bloodshed,  brol 
out  between  the  re-organized  concern  and  the  Hudson's  Bj 
Company.  The  following  instances  will  give  some  idea  of  tl 
extent  to  which  this  lawless  conduct  was  sometimes  carrie 
In  May,  1806,  William  Corrigal,  in  the  service  of  the  Hudsoi 
Bay  Company,  stationed  at  Bad  Lake,  near  Fort  Albany,  ha 
his  house  broken  into,  and,  while  he  and  his  men  were  seia 
by  a  force  of  North-West  Company  servants,  the  furs  we 
stolen.  Corrigal's  jK)st  was  broken  into  and  robbe<l  on  sevei 
subsequent  occasions,  and  about  the  same  time,  John  Cre« 
'  a  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ti-ader,  and  his  men,  occupying 
past  called  Big  Fall,  near  Lake  Winnipeg,  were  assaulted  ai 
some  of  them  dangerously  wounded,  while  the  place  was  beii 
robbed  of  fui"s  and  goo<ls.  In  1808,  Mr.  William  Linklatt 
also  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  tr.ide<l  son 
valuable  fui-s  fix)m  the  Indians,  and  was  bringing  them  to  tli 
past  at  Rein  Deer  Lake,  when  a  Mr.  Campbell,  of  the  North 
West  Company,  and  some  men,  stopped  and  I'obbed  him  c 
all  that  he  had.  Instances  of  the  strife  that  existed  betwee: 
the  servants  of  the  two  companies  would,  of  themselves,  till 
large  lx>ok,  but  the  few  we  have  given  will  show  the  extrem 
leiiijths  U)  which  thev  went.  Secluded  for  years  from  »' 
society,  and  far  rem(^ved  fix)in  the  revSti'aints  of  law,  these  niei 
were  often  guilty  of  acts  of  injustice,  oppression,  and  evei 
cruelty  against  their  weaker  neighbors,  who  had  no  means  o 
obtaining  redress,  and   the  one  thought  uppermost  in  thei 
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minds  seemed  to  be  the  success  of  their  respective  companies 
in  procuring  the  larj^est  amount  of  furs,  whether  obtained 
honestly  in  trade,  or  by  violence. 

The  North- West  Company's  officers  were  exceedingly  active 
and  enterprising,  even  more  so  than  those  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  It  is  estimated  that  about  this  time  they  had 
over  2,000  employ^,  the  average  wages  of  each  being  about 
£40  per  annum.  But  this  was  paid  chiefly  in  goods  supplied 
by  the  company  at  a  large  profit,  instead  of  cash,  which  re- 
duced the  total  actual  amount  paid  out  for  wages  each  year. 

In  their  dealings  with  the  Indians,  the  North-We«t  Com- 
pany pursued  the  policy  of  giving  credit  in  advance,  a  custom 
which  prevailed  also  with  their  rivals,  and  which,  at  times, 
was  advantageous  to  the  natives,  although  it  mostly  acted  to 
their  disadvantage.  The  improvident  character  of  the  Indian 
causeil  him  to  be  often  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  when 
he  ha<]  nothing  to  ofter  in  exchange  for  them  and  on  these 
occasions  the  fur  ti'aders  came  to  his  rescue,  very  much, 
however,  on  the  same  line  that  the  pawnbroker  comes  to  the 
^i  of  the  needy,  and  the  Indians  were  made  to  pay  dearly  for 
"*eir  advance.  The  worat  feature  was  that  the  North- West 
C^ompany  frequently  intimidated  the  Indians  to  prevent  them 
f'^m  selling  to  othera,  but  on  the  whole,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
^^  introduction  of  intoxicating  licjuor  among  the  tribes,  the 
*^^*ent  of  the  traders  would  have  been  beneficial. 

*t  Was  at  one  time  suggested  by  some  friends  of  humanity 
^  England  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  pajssed  to  re- 
^^in  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians  in  British 
^inerica,  and  the  propasal  was  conununicated  to  the  directors 
^*  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  expressed  their  concur- 
*^^ce  in  the  proposition,  as,  in  answer  to  (lueries  on  the  subject 
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sent  out  to  their  oflScers  in  the  North-West,  the  opinion  ww 
expressed  that  trade  would  not  suffer  by  the  measure.  The 
North- West  Company,  it  seems,  were  not  so  much  in  favor  of 
the  pn)po8ition,  and  influence  was  brought  by  them  to  cauae 
the  matter  to  he  dix)ppe(l. 

Lord  Selkirk,  in  his  sketch  of  the  British  fur  trade,  was 
particularly  severe  upon  the  Xorth-West  Company,  and  ar- 
gue<l  that  the  national  interest  of  Great  Britain  would  not  be 
promoted  by  an  adherence  to  their  system  of  carrjnng  on  bna- 
ne^Hs.  He  contended  that  they  were  opposed  to  colonization, 
])ecause  they  considered  1  it  would  injure  the  fur  trade.  Furth- 
er than  that,  he  held  that  their  only  object  was  to  obtain  a 
great  innnediate  return  of  fui"s,  without  any  regard  to  its  per- 
manent continuance,  and  that  a  war  of  extermination  was 
\mug  carried  on  against  all  the  valuable  fur-bearing  animals. 
L(^rd  Selkirk,  at  the  time,  was  arguing  against  fi'ee  trade  in 
the  Xoiiih-West.  holding  that  it  gave  rise  to  disturlwnces, 
l)loo<Lshed,  extermination  of  fur-lx?aring  animals,  and  injiu<tice 
to  the  Indian  trilx^s,  and  certainly  theiv  was  truth  in  his 
arginnents.  The  North- \Vt\st  Company,  however,  had  friends 
who  I'eplied  to  his  strictures.  Sir  Alexamler  McKenzie,  in 
his  able  reply,  accuse<l  the  early  tra< lei's  who  penetrate<l  into 
the  count rv  inunediatelv  after  the  conquest  of  Canada,  of 
violence  and  excesses,  and  showed  that  the  North-West  Com- 

• 

pany  was  formed  t^)  repress  those  irregularities  and  enornn- 
ties,  and  although  suKsequently  scenes  of  violence  were  to  a 
Certain  degree  renewed,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  fur 
companies  to  each  other,  as  s<jon  as  a  junction  of  the  two  par- 
ties t<K)k  place  they  immediately  ceaseil,  and  he  contended 
that  until  I^)rd  Selkirk  appeared  n\Mm  the  scene,  trjinquiUit}' 
and  peace  were  univei'sally  established.      Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
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enzie  is  not  borne  out,  however,  in  this  statement  by  facts, 
;  we  have  shown,  as  there  was  more  or  less  disturbance  in 
»e  North-West  until  the  amalgamation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
vl  North-West  Companies  took  place. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  to  restrain  the  liquor  traflSc  of 
ie  country  by  legislation,  the  friends  of  the  North-West 
ompany  held  that  it  would  be  extremely  diflScult,  if  not  im- 
wsible,  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
hich  might  be  readily  obeyed  by  one  class  of  persons 
wl  evaded  by  another.  They  stateil,  too,  that  there  were 
?rtain  Indians,  or  rather  mixed  population  of  Indians  and 
anadians  on  the  plains,  on  whom  the  traders  were  dependent 
>r  focxl,  and  with  whose  habits  and  customs  it  would  be  dan- 
erouH  suddenlv  to  interfere.  In  other  words,  the  North-West 
ompany  lookeil  upon  the  resti^aint  of  the  liquor  traffic  as  im- 
racticable,  and  not  desirable  from  a  trade  point  of  view. 
Vy  claimed  that  they  had  endeavored  to  restrain  the  sale 
^i  use  of  intoxicants  without  legislation,  and  had  so  far  suc- 
ked that  in  two  yeare  time  the  quantity  introduced  into 
^e  North-West  had  been  reduced  fi-om  50,000  to  10,000 
aliens. 

About  the  year  1810,  the  North-West  Company,  acting 
pen  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie,  pushed  one 
*  two  posts  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  into  a  part  of  the 
^ntry  which  he  had  previously  explored,  but  in  this  enter- 
ise  they  were  at  a  great  disadvantiige,  owing  to  the  distance 
^y  had  to  carry  their  gocxls.  They  had  no  goo<.l  port  on  the 
^ific  where  they  could  obtain  their  supplies  by  sea,  but  they 
Kge^lly  persevere^l  in  their  attempt,  until,  about  the  year 
'lo,  they  were  in  complete  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river 
d  its  chief  tributary'  streams,  holding  their  j)osts  and  carry- 
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in[;  on  a  tra<le  in  United  States  territorj%  in  detiance  of  the 
pn)hibitorj'  law  of  Congress  which  was  then  in  force, 

And  now,  having  reache<l  this  .stage  in  the  affairs  of  the 
North-West  ConijMiny,  it  will  be  well  to  take  a  glance  at  those 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conij>any. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE   HUDSON'S   BAY   COMPANY. 

In  previous  chapters  we  traced  the  diflerent  discoveries  in 
Hmlson's  Bay,  and  the  conflicts  between  the  English  and 
Froiieh  for  [)06session  of  that  great  inland  sea.  The  result,  as 
alrwuly  shown,  of  the  expedition  under  Captain  Zachariah 
Oillain  in  1()G8,  was  the  granting  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Coin- 
pan  v'.s  charter  on  2nd  May,  1670,  to  Prince  Rupei"t  and  his 
*NN)ciaU's.  Prince  Rupert  was  a  most  earnest  and  generous 
F^tron  (if  all  promising  adventures,  and,  having  given  his 
<^>untt*nance  and  assistance  to  the  expedition  of  the  NoiiHUch, 

• 

Jt  Was  a  natural  consecjuence  that  he  should  connect  himself 
pi^Muinently  with  the  enterprise  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
*n«l  interest  himself  in  obtaining  the  charter  from  King 
<-Wle8  II. 

The  motive  assigned  for  the  royal  gift  was,  "  that  the  cor- 
P'>rat4>rH  have  at  their  own  great  cast  and  charges  undertaken 
*n  expeilition  for  Hudson's  Bay,  for  the  discovery  of  a  new 
pa>sajrf  into  the  South  Sea,  and  for  finding  some  trade  for  furs, 
'iiinfrals.  an<l  other  considerable  commodities,  and  by  such, 
^^ir  undertaking,  have  alrea<ly  ma<le  such  discoveries  as  do 
«?nc<»urHge  them  to  proceed  fin-ther  in  pursuance  of  their  siiid 
•'♦^i;:n.  by  means  whereof  there  may  prolmbly  arise  very  gi*eat 
••Ivantage  to  us  and  our  Kingilom." 

Thi*  original   grantees    name^l  in  the  charter  were  Prince 
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Rupert,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  and 

Cumberland,  &€.,  Christopher  Duke  of  Albemiarle.  Williiim 

Earl  of  Craven,  Henry  Lord  Arlinj^n.  Anthony  Lord  Ashley, 

Sir  John    Robinson     and    Sir    Robert  Vyner,  Knighte  and 

Baronets,  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Baronet :  Sir  Edward  Hunger- 

fonl.  Knight  of  the  Bath  :  Sir   Paul   Neele,  Knight :  Sir  John 

Griffith  and  Sir  Philip  Cartei-et,  Knights:  James  Hayes,  John 

Kirk,  Fnincis    Millington,    William    Prettyman,   John  Fenn, 

Elsc|uire8 :  and  John  Portman,  citizen  and  goldsmith  of  Londoa 

Tlie  "  Rights  by  Charter  "  were  specified  as  follows :    "  We 

have  given  granted  and  confirme<i,  and  by  these  presents,  for 

us,  our  heirs  and  successoi-s,  do  give,  grant  and  eonfinn,  unto 

the  said  goveiTior  and  company,  and  their  successors,  the  sole 

tra<le  and  commerce  of  all  those  seas,  straits,  bays,  rivers.  l«k€«, 

creeks  and  sounds  in  whatsoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that 

lie  within  the  entrance  of  the  straits  commonly  called  Hud- 

srm  s  Sti'aits,  together  with  all  the  lantls  and  temtories  upon 

the  countries,  coasts,  an<l  confines  of  tlie  seas,  bays,  lakes,  rivers. 

creeks  and  s<>unds  afores^iitl.  tliat  are  not  alreadv  actually 

possessed  by  or  granted  to  any  of  our  subjects,  or  |X)6>sessed  by 

the  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  state,  with  the 

fishing  of  all  soits  of  fish,  whales  and  sturgeons,  and  other 

n>val  fislies,  in  the  seas,  Ijavs,    inlets  and  rivers  within  the 

premises,  an«l  the  fish  therein  taken,  together  with  the  royalty 

of  tlie  se:i  upon  the  coasts  within  the  limits  aforesaid:  and  all 

mines   royal  as  well  diseoverotl  as  not  discovere<l.  of  gold,  a** 

N'er,  gems  and  precious  stones  to  be  found  or  <liscovered  withm 

tlu*  territ4)ries, limits  and  places  aforesaid:  and  that  the  sa*'* 

land  Ix*   from   henceforth  reckoned  and  repute<l  as  one  of  our 

plantations  ov  colonies  in   America,  called  "  Rup>ert's  Lau'l  • 
and  further,  we  do  V)y  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  aw* 
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)rs,  make,  create,  and  constitute  the  said  governor  and 
iv  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  the  true  and 
e  loixls  and  proprietors  of  the  same  territory,  limits  and 
aforesaid,  and  of  all  other,  the  premises,  saving  always 
h,  allegiance  and  sovereign  dominion  due  to  us,  our  heirs 
ccessors  for  the  same ;  to  have,  hold,  posseas  and  enjoy 
I  territory,  limits  and  places,  and  all  and  singular  other 
inises  hereby  granted  as  aforesaid,  with  their  and  every 
r  rights,  members,  jurisdictions,  prerogatives,  royalties, 
purtenances  whatsoever,  to  them  the  said  governor  and 
ly,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our 
i<l  successors  as  of  our  manor  of  Blast  Greenwich,  in  our 
:  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  and   not   in 
or  by  Knight  8  service :  yielding  and  paying  yearly  to 
heirs  and  successors,  for  the  same,  two  elks,  and  two 
beavers,  whensoever  and  as  often  as  we,  our  heirs,  suc- 
,  shall  happen  to  enter  into  the  said  countries,  territories 
f^ions  hereby  granted." 

lOugh  tlie  original  title  to  the  territory  and  trade  in 
m  was  derived  under  the  charter,  the  rights  of  the  com- 
lave  in  various  instances  received  the  recognition  of  the 
I  Legislature  as  follows : 

Act  14  Geo.  3,  Cap.  88,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  making 
etfectual  provision  for  the  Government  of  Quebec  in 
America,"  in  describing  the  Ixjundaries  of  Cana<la,  ex- 
r  refers  to  their  lying  northward  to  tlie  southern 
!ir}'  of  the  territories  gi-anted  to  the  Merchants  adven- 
of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay. 
Act  43  Geo.  3,  cap.  138,  entitles  1  **An  Act  for  extending 
ris<liction  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  PiT)vinces  of 
•  and  Upper  Canada,  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  i)er- 
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sons   guilty  of  crimes   and   offences  within   certain  parte  of 
Noi-th  America,  ailjoining  to  the  said  provincea" 

This  Act  ivfeiTe^l  to  crimes  conmiitted  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tories, and,  a  doubt  having  arisen  whether  this  provision 
extended  to  the  temtories  possessed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  an  Act  was  {>asseil,  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  4,  cap.  66. 
entitled  *'An  Act  for  regulating  the  fur  trade,  and  establishing 
a  commercial  and  civil  jurisdiction  within  certain  parts  of 
North  America,"  in  which  it  was  declai-ed  and  enacted  that  the 
provisions  of  Act  43  Geo.  3,  should  be  deemed  and  construe*! 
to  extend  to  and  over,  and  to  he  in  full  force  in  and  through, 
all  the  territories  thei-etofoiv  granted  to  the  Hudson'.**  Bay 
Company. 

This  Act  distinctly  recognized  the  rights  of  the  company  to 
exclusive  tirade  within  their  own  territories. 

The  charter  gave  the  company  the  power  to  make,  onlain 
and  constitute  reasonable  laws,  constitutions,  onlers  auJ 
onlinances  as  to  them  seemetl  necessary — to  put  them  in  use, 
an<l  extK?ute  them,  an<l  at  their  pleasure  to  revoke  and  alter 
them  as  occasion  require<l.  It  pix>vided  also  for  the  imposing 
of  pains,  penalties,  and  punishments  upon  all  offenders,  and 
that  "  all  lands,  islands,  tenitories.  plantations,  forts,  fortifica- 
tions, factories,  or  ccjlonies,  within  the  company's  territories, 
were  to  l)e  under  the  ]>ower  and  com  mam  1  of  the  Governor 
and  company,  their  successor  an<l  assigns,  and  they  were 
emjKJWenMl  to  api>oint  and  establish  governors,  and  all  other 
ottieeix  to  ifovern  them." 

In  pui-suanee  of  the  authority  thus  given,  the  company  in* 
variably  exercised  all  the  powei*s  of  government  necessary  for 
the  achiiinistration  of  justice  in  tlieir  territory,  ami  for  that 
pur]K)se  app)inte<l  proper  otheei-s  wlio  acte<l  judiciously  in  all 
mattei-s  arising;  tht*rein. 
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Severn!  Acts  of  the  British  Legislature  recognized  the  gen- 
ral  rights  and  privileges  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  com- 
any.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  an  Act  passed  in  the 
ixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  c.  37,  entitled  "  An 
ict  for  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  to  America,"  which 
xpressly  pi-ovides  that  nothing  therein  contained  should 
xtend  or  be  construed  to  take  away  or  prejudice  anj'^  of  the 
states,  rights  or  privileges  of  or  belonging  to  the  Governor 
lid  Company  of  Adventurers  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay. 

The  same  proviso  was  also  made  in  an  Act  passed  in  1 745, 
^  Geo.  2,  cap.  117,  for  granting  a  reward  for  the  discovery  of 
north-west  passage  through  Hudson's  Straits ;  and  bj'  7  and 

Wm.  HI.,  cap.    22,  the    proprietary    plantations,   such   as. 
upert's  Land,  were  regulated  in  such    terms   as   expressly 
ivolved  a  parliamentary  recognition  of  all  royal  gi'ants  of 
)lonial  dominion. 

The  validity  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  charter  has  been  ques- 
oned  on  several  occasions,  but  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
ighest  authorities  in  England  and  the  United  States  has 
^n  pronounced  in  its  favor.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
1  the  10th  June,  1814,  sought  an  opinion  respecting  the  Red 

• 

»ver  ten-itory  from  the  learned  counsel,  Samuel  Romilly,  G. 
Holroyd,  William  Cruse,  J.  Scarlet,  and  John  Bell,  who  re- 
led  as  follows :  '*  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  grant  of  the 
•Jl  contained  in  the  charter  is  good,  and  that  it  will  include 
'  countries  the  waters  of  which  flow  into  Hudson's  Bay  ; 
'*t  an  individual,  holding  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
lease  or  grant,  in  fee  simple,  of  any  portion  of  their  terri- 
*T^,  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  ordinary  rights  of  landed  pro- 
'rty  in  England ;  that  the  grant  of  civil  and  criminal  juns- 
^ction  is   valid,  and    to  be  exercised  by  the  Governor  and 
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Council  as  Judges,  who  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws 
of  Englan<i :  that  the  company  may  appoint  a  SheriflF  to 
execute  judgments  and  do  his  duty,  as  in  England ;  that  all 
{)ersons  will  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  who 
ivside  or  are  found  within  the  territories  over  which  it  ex- 
tends, and  we  do  not  think  that  the  Act  43  Geo.  3,  c.  138, 
(commonly  called  the  Canada  Jurisdiction  Act),  gives  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  teiritories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company— 
the  same  l)eing  within  the  jurist  liction  of  their  owti  Govern- 
ors and  Council." 

Mr.  CJreenhow,  after  reciting  the  Royal  Chart^jr  of  1670. 
acknowledges  ''  that  fiT)m  thence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  {xissessed  by  its  Charier  almast  sovereign 
jK)wei's  over  the  vast  portion  of  America  draineJ  by  streams 
enteriuir  Hudson's  Bav." 

Earl  (irev,  in  a  letter  U)  Sir  John  Pellv,  Governor  of  the 
Company,  dat^^Ml  June  ()th,  1850.  concludes  as  follows: — "Lord 
Grey,  therefore,  on  V)e]ialt'  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
adoj)ted  the  most  etlectual  meai:s  open  to  him  for  answering 
the  re<|uirements  of  tlie  address,  has  }x*en  obliged,  in  the  ^ 
sence  of  any  partitas  prepared  to  contest  the  rights  claimed  by 
the  company,  to  assume  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  in  their  favor  to  Ix?  well  founded."     Daniel  Webster 

• 

siiys :  "  1  entertain  no  doubt  tliat  these  conijianies  have  a 
vested  proprietary  interest  in  these  lands.  Tlieir  title  to  its 
full  extent  is  protecte<l  by  treaty,  and,  although  it  is  called  a 
jx^ssessory  title,  it  has  }x*en  regarded  as  being,  if  not  an  abso- 
lute fee  in  the  land,  yet  a  fixed  right  of  possession,  use  and 
occu]>ation,  as  to  prevent  the  soil  from  being  alienated  to 
othei's.  John  Van  Huren  declared  :  "That  the  occuj)ation by 
the  Hudson's  Hay  Comjumy  was  lawful,  and  their  charter  per- 
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Uud,"  and  Edwin  M.  Stanton  states :  "  For  not  only  was  the 
ssession  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  recognized  by  its 
)vemment,  but  also  their  absolute  right  to  grant  and  convey 
St  and  unlimited  portions  of  territory  to  others." 
The  grounds  of  complaint  which  furnished  the  long-con- 
aued  and  embittered  opposition  to  the  company  were : 
**!.  That  the  charter  was  granted  by  royal  prerogative 
ithont  ratification. 

'*  2.  That  it  was  illegal  for  the  Crown  to  grant  a  monopoly 
trade  to  a  favored  company  of  subjects. 
"  3.  That  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  professed  objects 
the  company,  to  search  for  a  passage  to  the  South  Sea,  and 
so  to  explore  for  mineral  wealth,  had  been  wholly  neglected 
»'  the  company,  which  sternly  discountenanced  and  withstood 
1  such  enterprises  when  prompted  by  others. 
*  4.  That  a  part  at  least  of  the  territories  claimed  by  the 
^mpany  was  really  exempted  from   the   grant    made  to  it, 
hich  recognized  a  possible  possession  by  the  subjects  of  some 
Jier  *  Christian  Prince.'  " 

h  was  claimed  that  a  portion  of  the  region  had  been  pat- 
ited  in  1598,  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  to  Sieur  de  la  Roche, 
^i  that,  on  the  ground  of  this  claim,  antedating  Prince 
wperts  charter,  the  Chevalier  de  Troyes,  in  1684,  had 
'ken  and  destroyed  the  posts  of  the  company  on  Hudson  and 
*nie8  Bays,  on  the  plea  that  the  territory  belonged  to  his 
[>vereign. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in 
^7  to  consider  the  rival  claims  of  England  and  France  to 
'^rfaon  8  Bay,  the  following  is  the  French  case  as  presented : — 
'^y  claimed  "  that  in  1626  their  King  conveyed  by  charter 
*  the  Company  of  New  France,  the  region  now  known  as 

H 
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Canada  and  the  whole  re^^on  of  Hudson's  Bay.  The  coantn 
(North-West)  was  also  confimied  to  France  by  the  treaty  o 
St.  Gennain-en-Laye,  38  veal's  before  Prince  Rupert  s  charter 
From  the  ti-eaty  of  Utrecht  in  1718,  to  the  peace  of  Pare 
in  1763,  there  was  no  distinct  lx)undarv  between  the  Frend 
in  Canada  and  the  territoiy  claimed  by  the  Enfriigh  in  th( 
Bay.  In  1 763,  in  the  cession  of  Canada  by  France,  there  wa* 
no  western  lx)undary  assigned  to  Canada,  although  the  Frendi 
claimed  to  the  Pacific.  Bv  the  eitjhth  article  of  the  treaty  ol 
Ryswick,  in  1697,  the  whole  of  Hudson's  Bay  was  recopiiie*! 
as  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France.  By  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  in  1713,  a  portion  of  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay  ww 
ceded  to  England.  The  French,  by  assaults  in  1682  and  16S6, 
destiwed  all  the  forts  except  Albany,  and  held  possession  of 
York  Factory,  which  they  named  Fort  Bourbon,  from  1697  to 
1714.  and  in  1699  the  French  ambassador  to  England  assert^! 
the  claim  of  his  sovert'itrn  to  the  whole  of  the  Bav  on  the 
north." 

The  English  claimed  : — *  That  the  northeni  part  of  America, 
wherein  Hudson's  Bay  is  comprise^!,  was  discovere<l  in  the 
y€»ar  1497,  by  Sebastian  Cabot,  by  particular  commission  frow 
King  Henry  VII.  In  the  year  1610,  Henrj'  Hudson.  Hi* 
Majesty's  subject,  saileil  intJ)  the  Sti^aits  and  Bay  of  Hu'lson, 
t(K)k  possession  thereof,  giving  names  to  several  places  therein, 
by  which  they  liave  l)een  since  called,  and  known  in  the  maps 
<){  those  parts,  as  well   foreign  as  English.     In  the  year  lt>l- 

• 

Thomas  Button,  an  Englishman,  siiiled  into  the  said  stnut* 
and  bay,  took  pos,sessi()n  of  several  places,  particularly  of  tw 

• 

river  of  Port  Nelson  and  territories  thereunto  belonginjj.  ^ 
the  nam**  of  his  mustrr.  King  James  the  First,  and  called  tn^ 
sai<l  river  and  jxjrt,  wlierein  they  tlien  wintere<l,  by  then«n»« 
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of  Port  Nelson,  from  the  coinmander  of  the  ship  wherein 
he  sailed,  whose  name  was  Nelson.  In  the  year  1631,  Capt, 
Lake  Fox,  by  command  of  King  Charles  the  First,  made  a 
voyage  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and,  amongst  other  places  within  the 
said  bay,  he  entered  the  river  of  Port  Nelson,  and  finding 
there  a  cross  which  had  been  erected  by  Sir  Thomas  Button, 
with  an  inscription  defaced,  he  set  up  the  said  cix)ss  again 
with  a  new  inscription,  declaring  His  Majesty  s  right  and  pos- 
session, and  then  name<i  the  adjacent  countries  upon  the  said 
river,  New  North  Wales,  as  it  is  called  to  this  day  in  the  maps 
of  America.  In  the  year  1667,  another  voyage  was  made  to 
the  said  bay,  by  one  Zachery  Gillam,  an  Englishman,  who 
sailed  into  a  river  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  calling  it  Rupert 
River,  in  honor  of  Prince  Rupert,  who  was  principally  con- 
cerned in  that  expedition  with  other  adventurers,  built  a  fort 
there,  which  he  called  Charles  Fort,  in  honor  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty.and  taking  possession  of  the  river  and  lands  thereabouts, 
Wintered  into  a  good  correspondence  and  trade  with  the  natives, 
h  the  year  1669,  Capt.  Newland  entered  Port  Nelson,  and 
'ItJclared  His  Majesty's  right  thereto  by  setting  up  His  Ma- 

• 

jesty's  Arms,  as  the  ensigns  of  his  sovereignty.  In  the  year 
IWO,  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  Royal  Charter,  to  in- 
^T)orate  the  said  adventurers,  gi-anting  them  power  to  trade 
exclusivelv  to  all  others  within  the  said  straits  and  bav,  and 
^thin  all  the  lands  and  ten-itories,  rivers  and  islands,  in  and 
•"Out  the  said  straits  and  bav.  In  the  vear  1678,  Charles 
"•yley  was  .sent  by  the  company  as  governor  of  the  Factories 
^thin  the  said  bay,  with  whom  Monsieur  Frontenae,  then 
^vemor  of  Canada,  kept  a  good  correspondence,  without 
^^plaining  of  any  injury  done  by  the  company,  or  their 
•S^nts,  in  settling  of  commerce,  or  building  of  forts,  in  the 
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bottom  of  the  bay.  In  1G80,  Capt.  Draper,  in  one  of  the 
company's  ships,  entered  the  river  of  Port  Nelson.  In  the 
year  1682,  the  company's  agents  and  factors  built  a  fort,  and 
were  settling  a  factorj'^  in  Port  Nelson,  when  they  were  first 
disturl>ed  by  the  French,  the  adventurers  having  expended 
near  £200,000  for  twentj'  years  last  past,  in  building  forts  and 
factories,  within  the  limits  of  their  charter.  His  Majesty's 
right  to  Hudson's  Baj'  and  territories  thereunto  belonging, 
being  thus  deduced  without  any  interruption  or  dispute  until 
the  vear  1682." 

The  foregoing  claims  of  the  French  and  English  to  Hudson  s 
Bay  are  taken  ahiiost  verbatim  from  the  papers  connected 
with  the  transactions  between  England  and  France  relating  to 
Hudson's  Bay  in  1687.  On  that  occasion,  each  side  presenUfd 
its  view  of  the  (juestion,  and  the  conmiissioners,  the  Ear!  of 
Sunderland,  Earl  of  Middleton  and  Lonl  Godolphin  on  the 
part  of  England,  and  Barillon  D'Amoncourt,  the  Manjuisde 
Branges  and  Sieur  Francis  Dusson  de  Boui'epaus  on  the  part 
of  the  French,  agreed  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  ser- 
vants of  either  King  U)  connnit  any  act  of  hostility  against  or 
invade  the  subjects  of  the  other  in  America, 

This  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  governments  did  not 
last  long,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  conflicts  which 
took  place  Ixitween  the  English  and  French  in  Hudson's  Bay. 
In  1697  and  '98,  the  company  presented  petitions  to  the  Lonfc 
Conmiissioners  of  Trade  asking  that  the  French  might  noth^ 
allowe<l  to  travel  or  trade  beyond  the  midway  betwixt  Canada 
and  Albany  Fort.  But  it  was  not  until  1782  that  the  French 
Hag  waved  ior  the  last  time  over  the  forts  in  Hudson's  Bay. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  grounds  of  complaint  uig^ 
against  the  company,  one  was  that  they  had  wholly  neglected 
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to  search  for  a  North- West  passage  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Charter,  but  the  following  list  of  expeditions 
fitted  out  by  them  will  show  that  the  complaint  was  un- 
founded. 

Vessels  fitted  out  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  dis- 
covery of  a  North- West  passa^^e : 

1719   Albany y  frigate. — Capt.  Geo.  Berley,  sailed  from  Eng- 
land, 5th  June.     Never  returned. 

Discovery. — Capt.  David  Vaughan,  sailed  from  England,  5th 
June.     Never  returned. 

Prospei'oua. — Capt.  Henry  Kelsey,  sailed  from  York  Fort, 
June  19th.     Returned  10th  August  following. 

SaccesH, — John    Hancock,   Master,   sailed    from   Prince    of 
Wales  Fort,  June  26th.     Returned  .2nd  September. 

1721.  Proftperoua. — Capt.  Henry  Kelsey,  sailed  from  York 
Fort,  June  26th.     Returned  2nd  September. 

SurceM. — James  Napper,  Master,  sailed  from  York  Fort, 
Jnne  26th.     Lost  on  30th  June. 

WhftUfxme, — John  Scroggs,  Master,  sailed  from  Gravesend, 
3lRt  Mav.  Wintered  at  Prince  of  Wales  Fort.  Sailed  from 
thence  2l8t  June,  1722.     Returned  July  25th  following. 

/r./7.  ChuTcliiU, — James  Napper,  Master,  sailed  from  Prince 
«f  Wales  Fort,  July  7th.  Napper  died  8th  August,  and  the 
^^WBel  returned  on  the  18th. 

Mu^iuish. — Robert  Crow,  Master,  sailed  from  Prince  of 
Wales  Fort,  July  7th.     Returned  22nd  August. 

The  Charter,  however,  retained  its  vitality  for  fully  two 
ft^nturies,  and  the  only  instance  where  a  confirmation  of  it 
v«8aske<l  was  in  1690.  In  1847,  there  appeared  for  the  first 
time  in  print,  a  document  which  was  found  in  the  Rolls  of 
fliancery,  and  which  proveil  to   be  this  very  same  confinna- 
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tion,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  nearly  two  hundred  yeaw 
before.  The  existence  of  this  document  was  not  even  suspect- 
ed b\'  the  Britisli  Government,  and  is  the  only  instance  on 
record  where  a  ratification  was  granted.  Parliament  strictly 
limited  its  confirmation  to  a  period  of  seven  years,  and  the 
company  refrained  from  seeking  a  I'enewal  of  it. 

In  1749,  when  Mr.  Arthur  Dobbs.  the  promoter  of  the 
Dobljs-Galley  expedition,  and  his  associates,  presente<l  a  peti- 
tion to  the  English  Government  for  incorpoi'ation  with  certain 
privileges,  somewhat  similar  to  thase  enjoyed  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  Messiu  I).  Ryder  and  Wni.  MuiTay  being 
appointed  by  the  Committt*e  of  the  Privy  Council  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  said  i)etition,  n)a<le  the  foUowing  state- 
ment : — "  As  to  the  supposed  forfeiture  of  the  company s 
charter  by  non-user  or  abuser,  the  charge  upon  that  he*l 
is  of  several  sorts,  viz : — That  they  (the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany)  have  not  discoven?d,  nor  sufficiently  attempted  to  ^iis- 
coN'er,  the  Noith-West  passjige  into  the  South  seas  or  West- 
ern Ocean:  That  tliev  have  not  extended  their  settlements 
through  the  limits  of  their  charter:  That  they  have  design- 
e<lly  confined  their  trade  to  a  very  naiTOW  compass,  and  have, 
for  that  pui-pase,  abused  the  Indians,  neglected  their  own  forts, 
ill -treated!  their  own  servants  and  encouraged  die  French. 
But.  on  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  laid  before  us  hy 
many  affidavits  on  both  sides,  we  think  these  charges  aie 
either  not  sufficiently  supported  in  {X)int  of  fact,  or  in  agn*t 
measure  accounted  for  from  the  nature  or  circumstances  of 
the  case." 

Tlie  charter,  it  will  l)e  observed,  constituted  a  ven*  sm*ll 
l>o<ly  of  directoiN,  and  the  number  required  to  fonn  a  quorow 
was.  tlierefore,  snjall.     It  was,  indeed,  a  corporation  of  the 
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closest  kind,  anil  yarded  its  secrets  carefully.  The  organiza- 
tion ill  London  provided  for  the  administration  of  its  local 
business  within  its  chartei'eil  territory,  and  for  some  years  the 
company  sent  a  superintendent  to  each  of  its  posts.  The  ex- 
pansion of  the  business,  however,  soon  resulted  in  an  admirably 
mauaji;eil  system.  A  local  resident  Governor  was  appointed, 
who  presideil  at  a  council  which  was  held  annually,  or  oftener, 
if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  all  the  management 
<lown  to  the  minutest  details  for  the  canying  on  the  affairs  of 
the  company  throughout  its  vast  territory.  This  local  Gover- 
nor antl  council  was,  of  coui-se,  subject  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors in  London,  and,  years  afterwards,  when  the  com- 
pany procured  its  licence  for  "exclusive  trade"  over  the 
whole  Xorth-West,  extending  to  the  Pacilic  Ocean,  the  task 
of  atiministrating  its  atfaii*s  became  one  of  gi'eat  responsi- 
bility. 

When  Canada  was  ceded  by  the  French  in  1 7(j8,  the  Eng- 
lish, following  in  the  line  of  their  predecessors,  endeavored  to 
pUfiii  the  fur  trade  to  the  far  west,  irrespective  of  any  claims 
on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     The  continued 

• 

^t^rest  in  the  finding  of  a  new  passage  into  the  South  Sea, 
^hich  prevailed  in  Eno^land,  had  also  induced  several  parties 
^  undertake  expeditions  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  these  com- 
plained of  lack  of  sympathy,  and  even  opposition,  on  the  part 
of  the  company's  officers  toward  their  enterprises,  which,  in 
^^W,  resulted  in  a  petition  to  the  Lords-in -Council  against 
«*e  monopoly  and  policy  of  the  company. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  their  opponents,  and  the  subse- 
M^ent  competition  of  the  fur  traders  in  the  interior,  led  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  1769,  to  send  Samuel  Hearne  to 
explore  the  north,  who,  during  that  expedition,  discovered  the 
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Coppermine  River,  and  was  the  first  European  to  look  into 
the  Arctic  circle.  This  was  followed  up  by  the  North- Wert 
Company  sending  Alexander  McKenzie  out,  who  followed  the 
river  which  received  his  name  for  800  miles,  and  was  the  first 
explorer  to  pass  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  1820  and  1825,  Sir 
John  Franklin  was  sent  bv  the  British  Government,  and  ad- 
vanced  the  exploration  of  McKenzie.  In  1829,  the  British 
Government  sent  Sir  John  Ross,  and,  in  1832,  aided  by  private 
subscriptions,  despatched  Sir  George  Back  to  search  for  him. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  had  i-endered  aid  in  these 
and  other  expeditions,  then  took  up  the  work  of  exploratioo 
at  its  own  charges,  and  in  1836  sent  Thomas  Simpson  and 
Peter  William  Dease,  who,  in  1838-9,  discovered  what  was  sup- 
pase<l  to  be  the  longed-for  water  opening.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  playe<l  no  inconsidi-r- 
able  part  in  North -Western  exploration. 

At  the  riwk  of  being  accused  of  repetition  in  our  narrative, 
we  will  now  recapitulate  the  <litlerent  phases  of  opposition 
offered  to  the  company  from  the  time  when  it  obtained  its 
charter.  While  the  company  had  as  yet  planted  its  iH«*ts 
onlv  on  the  shores  of  James  Bav,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Chur- 
chill  and  Haves  Rivei"s,  the  French,  bv  assaults  in  1682  and 
1()80,  destroytMl  all  the  posts,  except  Albany,  on  the  former 
bay,  and  held  possession  of  York  Fort  fi^om  1(^97  to  ITl-^- 
In  1082,  the  company  petitione<l  Charles  II.  for  protection 
against  De  le  Barre,  Governor  of  Canada,  who  threatened  to 
assault  its  posts.  Again,  in  1()97  ami  1<)98,  it  petitioneil  thf 
Lonls  (>)mmissionei^  of  Trade  to  prevent  the  French  from 
travelling  or  trailing  beyond  the  midway  l)etwixt  Canada  anw 
Albanv  Fort,  which  it  reckoned  to  be  within  the  bounds  oi 
its  charter.     In  HiOO,  the  French  ambassador,  in  answer  to  * 
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lemorial,  asserted  the  claims  of  his  sovereign  to  the  whole 
ay  on  the  north,  which  he  insisted  was  comprehended  within 
be  limits  of  the  grants  to  his  subjects,  as  in  the  previous  ex- 
editions  of  the  French,  with  Indian  allies,  against  the  early 
ay  posts,  the  assailants  had  crossed  the  height  of  land  be- 
ween  Canada  and  James  Bay.  The  expedition  of  La  Perouse 
1 1782,  and  his  capture  of  the  forts  of  the  company,  was  a 
<Jd  and  effective  blow,  which  there  seems  to  have  been  no  at- 
empt  to  parry  or  avenge,  and  we  have  seen  how^the  French 
•enetrated  the  interior  of  the  North- West  in  the  prosecution 
f  the  fur  trade,  and  were  succeeded,  after  the  cession  of 
lanada  in  1763,  by  English  adventurers  and  traders,  who  be- 
JUne  the  bitter  opponents  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in 
^  efforts  to  establish  itself  in  the  North-West. 

The  French  had  traded  under  "  licenses  '*  granted  by  the 
authorities,  but  the  English  declared  for  free  trade  and,  as  a 
^ult,  sharp  practices,  jealousies,  feuds,  and,  worse  than  all, 
•d  demoralization  among  the  Indians  at  once  ensued.  This 
'tate  of  affairs  led  to  the  formation  of  the  North-West  and 
►ther  compaTiies  for  self-protection,  and  thus  a  powerful  and 
^'pmized  opposition  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  wa.s 
onned. 

liJ  the  meantime,  the  company  extended  its  operations  and 
'^ilt  numerous  posts  throughout  the  North-West,  the  supplies 
^^  which  came  chiefly  via  Hudson's  Bay.  There  were  usu- 
^*y  two  ships  employed  annually  to  make  the  voyage,  iuul 
*^ywere  timed  to  arrive  there  about  10th  or  15th  August, 
^.  after  changing  cargo,  to  leave  for  home  about  Sept.  1 5th 
*-20th;  but  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  navigation  through 
^»  the  vessels  experienced  all  the  difference  in  their  succes- 

• 

^^'e  Voyages  between  four  days  and  five  weeks.     The  two 


/ 
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vessels  geiiei*ally  endeavored  to  keep  together  on  the  outward 
passage,  parting  after  entering  the  Bay,  the  one  for  York  Fac- 
tory, the  other  for  M(x>Re  Factory  on  James  Bay.  Two  years' 
supplies  of  goods  were  kept  at  York  Factorj'  to  guard  against 
the  failuix*  of  amval  of  the  shii>s,  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  the  company  ha<l  not  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  straits. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  transi)oi*t  of  goods,  the  parcels  im- 
[>orted  and  the  bundles  of  fui-s  ex{>oiiXMi  were  done  up  so  as 
not  to  exceed  one  hundi'ed  (X)unds  each  in  weight.  These 
were  conveyeil  inland  in  canoi*s,  and  a  stit)ng  man  would  cany 
two  of  them  over  a  poitage  by  a  sti'ap  passing  either  over  his 
forehea<.l  or  aci'oss  his  chest.  In  winter,  a  sled  without  run- 
nel's, an<i  drawn  by  four  or  eight  dogs,  was  substitute*!  for 
the  canoe,  and  in  this  manner  the  supplies  wei'e  ti^ansported  to 
the  inlancl  posts,  from  thirty  t<j  sixty  miles  per  day  being  the 
rate  of  speed  at  which  thev  were  conveved. 

The  posts  of  the  company,  being  planted  at  the  confluence 
or  the  painting  of  streams,  oftert^tl  opportunities  in  long  routes 
of  travel,  for  occasional  intercoui*se  and  hospitality.  Often  * 
travelling  party  might  rely  wholly  or  lai-gely  upon  the  game 
— animal,  bird  or  tish — Xjo  be  foinid  on  the  ix)ute,  but  the  staple 
foo<^l  at  the  posts  and  in  travel  was  |)emmican,  of  which  the 
company  gathered  in  its  storehouses  thousands  of  bag^ 
Mast  usually  pivpared  from  the  buffalo,  |)emmican  might  he 
made  also  of  mcKxse  meat,  deer  or  mountain  sheep.  The  two 
vearlv  hunts  of  the  natives  were  busilv  turned  to  the  account 
of  the  manufacture  of  pemmican,  and  during  the  hunt,  hun- 
dreds or  even  thousands  of  the  animals  were  dropped  on  the 
plains,  and  then  the  s(juaws  l)egan  their  work.  The  caroa«s« 
w(»re  skinned  an<l  the  liidtNs  passed  thi*ough  the  processes  ol 
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<lrymg,  tanning  and  softening  for  many  uses.  The  meat  was 
torn  into  strips,  dried  by  the  sun  or  by  fire,  and  then  pounded 
into  crumbs  and  packed  in  a  close  bag  made  of  the  hide,  after 
which  a  (|uantity  of  hot  fat,  in  proportion  of  four  to  five  of 
the  lean,  was  poured  into  the  bag,  stirred  into  a  mixture  and 
then  carefully  closed  from  the  air.  This  food,  which  was  the 
n»ain-8tay  of  the  company's  people  when  travelling,  would 
keep  perfectly  good  for  years,  if  stored  in  a  dry  place  and  was 
trannported  at  wide  distances  for  men  and  dogs. 

The  rations  of  food  dealt  out  to  the  voyageurs  and  to  those 
«t  the  posts  varied  according  to  the  nature  of  the  suppliea 
On  the  shoi-es  of  the  bay^  a  wild  goose,  was  a  day's  i^ation — so 
Were  ten  pounds  of  buffalo  meat ;  at  Athabasca,  eight  pounds 
of  moose  meat :  on  English  river,  three  large  white  fish  ;  high- 
er to  the  north,  reindeer :  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  eight 
rnbbite  or  a  salmon.     One  of  the  niost  niggard  regions  for 
food  was  on  the  route  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Win- 
^*P^-    There,  fish  were  scarce,  and  though  rabbits  were  some- 
^mes  innumerable,  they  were  most  innutritive.      The  most 
fwthful  companions  of  these  wilderness  ti^avellers,  their  own 
horses  and  dogs,  were  necessarily  put  to  the  uses  of  the  kettle 
^fcen  there  was  no  alternative  resource.     The  great  drink  of 
fte  north- West  was  Souchong  tea,  and  trailers  and  Indians 
*like,  were  very  fond  of  this  gentle  stimulant.     After  passing 
>  threatened  peril,  or  accomplishing  some  extreme  ettbrt  of 
laring  or  endurance,  a  full  solace  was  always  found  in  starting 
I  blaze,  putting  on  the  kettle  and  drinking  the  effusion  as 
trong  as  it  could  be  made,  and  almost  at  the  boiling  point. 
In  the  prosecution  of  the  fur  tra<le,  the  question  of  food  was 
Ften  a  difficult  one  to  manage.      The  Indians  were  naturally 
asteful  and  improvident,  and  unfortunately  held  to  the  belief 
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that  the  iiioiv  ^;iiiu'  tlu'V  shiU)LchtertMl  tlie  more  rapidly  \v«.nl«i 
the  aniiiiiils  multiply.     Tradei-s  and  hunters  were  scarcely  It-ss 
improvident,  and  the  extinction  of  the  buffalo  on  the  plains, 
and  the  diminution  in  the  supply  of  larger  game  in  the  woods, 
is  the  result  to-dav  of  this  wastefulness.     In  the  hunts,  the 
plains   would   be   strewn   with  carcasses  far  exceeding  their 
needs  or  means  of  transportation,  and  in  the  woo«is,  deer^ 
moose  and  other  game  would  be  left  to  rot.    Yet,  both  Indians' 
and  hunters  often  suffered  terribly,  in  their  joumejnnga.  from 
hunger. 

The  goods,  imported  by  the  companj'  having  been  depo6ite<i 
at  the  various  posts,  the  Indians  would  soon  appear  upon  th^ 
scene  la<Ien  with  furs,  or  the  company's  officers  would  under- 
take  expeditions   to   distant  camps,   taking   with  them  the 
necessary  supplies  for  trailing  with  the  nativea      WTien  tbe 
Indians  moved  in  companies,  for  a  visit  to  a  post  with  their 
fura,  they  hail  to  bring  with  them  their  food  and  all  their 
household  goo<l8 — their  lodge  poles  and  coverings,  their  pans 
and  kettles,  and  their  whole  families.      The  visitors  were  re- 
quired to  keep  at  a  respectful   distance  from  the  precints  of 
the  post,  an<l,  while  camp  wjis  l^ing  formed,  the  employes  of 
the   company    would    make   the  necessarj"  arrangements  for 
carrying  out  the  well-prepared  metho<ls  of  trade.     Liquor  too 
often    played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  trading  operations* 
althougli  the  company  did  not  encourage  its  use  as  much  a» 
has  been  laid  to  its  charge. 

In  trailing,  the  lx*aver  skin  representeil  the  unit  of  value, 
and  the  tariff  of  other  skins  was  retmlated  therebv.  The 
Indians  wou]<l  receive  little  sticks  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
«*ach  one  representing  the  value  of  a  beaver  skin,  and  theee 
sticks  were  the  currency  use<l  and  accepted  by  the  company 
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in  dealing  with  the  Indians.  When  the  latter  had  disposed 
of  their  furs  they  proceeded  to  purchase  their  supplies,  trin- 
kets, etc.,  and  paid  for  what  they  bought  in  the  sticks  which 
they  had  received  in  exchange  for  their  peltries. 

It  has  often  been  charged  against  the  company  that  they 
supplied  liquor  to  the  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  them  in  trading.  But  the  absence  of  any  serious 
outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  or  discontent,  shows  that 
no  undue  advantage  was  taken  of  them  by  this  means.  It 
may  even  be  said  that  as  a  general  thing  no  trading  between 
the  servants  of  the  company  and  the  Indians  took  place  if  the 
latter  were  under  the  influence  of  firewater.  In  fact,  the  com- 
plete control  or  monopoly  of  trade,  which  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Cainj)any  held  for  yeara,  was  a  security  for  the  preservation 
«f  the  Indian  tribes,  because  without  them  the  trade  could  not 
l^ve  been  carried  on. 

The  furs  having  been  secured  from  the  Indians,  the  packing 
^f  them  for  the  English  market  required  great  skill  and 
knowledge,  so  as  to  ensure  their  pix)per  presentation  eii  route. 
The  bales  had  to  be  guarded  from  heats  and  damps,  etc.,  while 
00  the  voyage,  as  a  trifling  blemish  would  reduce  their  value. 
The  company,  therefore,  ran  great  risk  in  carrying  on  their 
^^le,  and  the  fidelity  of  their  employes,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  was  of  vital  importance  to  their  success.  That 
the  Hervants  of  the  company  were  faithful  to  their  trust,  and 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  employers,  is  well  known,  and 
the  profitable  results  of  the  business  transacted  in  those  early 
days  is  the  beet  proof  of  this. 

From  the  date  of  the  charter  in  1670,  for  twenty  years,  to 
1690,  the  returns  of  the  company  had  been  £118,014,  and 
this,  notwithstanding  the   losses  to  their  establishments  by 
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the  French  in  1682  and  1(>88.  During  this  time,  the  cap- 
ital stood  at  £10,500.      In  1684,  there  was  a  dividend  of  tiftr 

• 

|>er  cent.,  and  the  same  in  1688.  In  1689,  the  dividend  was 
twenty -five  \ier  cent,  and  in  1690,  the  stock  was  trebled  with- 
out any  call  being  made  on  the  shareholders.  So  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  di\ndend  of  that  year  was  really  seventy-five 
per  cent.  From  1692  to  1697,  the  damage  done  by  the  French 
in  the  capture  of  its  establishments  subjected  the  company  to 
a  loss  of  £97,500.  This  compelleti  the  directors  to  borrow 
money  temporarily  at  six  per  cent  Yet,  notwithstanding^ 
this,  in  1720  it  again  treble*!  its  capital  stock,  with  a  call  on 
its  shai-eholders  of  only  ten  j)er  cent  Again  the  company 
suffeivil  a  severe  loss  from  the  French,  in  1782,  throu^  the 
destniction  of  its  posts  by  La  Perouse.  Then  it  paid,  for  a 
while,  dividends  of  from  five  to  twelve  per  cent.,  averajrinf 
nine  jht  cent.  In  1()90.  the  capital  st<x?k  of  the  company  was 
£31.500.     It  was  trt»bleil  again  in  1720,  and  became  £94.500. 

In  174!K  the  following  weiv  the  jxwts  belonging  to  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  C^>mf>any :  M(K)se,  Henly,  East  Main  House.  Albany, 
York  and  Prince  of  Wales  Fort,  and  in  1 793,  according' to  « 
maj)  publishtMl  at  that  time,  the  following  posts  and  forts  were 
t^stablisheil  by  the  differt^nt  fur  companies  throughout  the 
North -West. 

Bi*tween  latitude  50    and  (>0  ,  the  following  wei-e  situate^l. 

East  Main  Fac*torv.  Bioinswiek  House,  Albany  Fort,  Olou- 
otNster  Housi',  MtK>se  Fort,  Osnaburgh,  Gait  Lake,  Reil  Lak^- 
Swan  River.  Somei-set  House,  Ri-ochet,  Marlboro'  House,  Cum- 
iKTland.  C'arlton.  Hu<lson's  House,  South  Branch,  Omnts. 
Thorburne.  ami  Manchester  House. 

Bt»tween  latitu<les  <)0°  ami  70',  were  the  following: 

York   F(»rt.  C'huivhill  Fort,  Severn  House,  McLeixl's  Fort. 
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Fort  Chipewyan,  on  Elk  River,  at  that  time  the  most  norther- 
ly  poet  established  by  any  of  the  fur  companies. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  list  that  the  traders  front 
Montreal  had  extended  their  operations  far  into  the  interior 
before  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  began  to  establish  posts 
there,  as  it  was  not  until  1793  that  the  company's  servants 
appeared  on  the  Red  River  for  the  first  time. 

Then  succeeded  a  period  of  keen  competition  between  the 
rival  fur  companies — the  erection,  in  quick  succession,  of  new 
trading  posts  throughout  the  country,  the  amalgamation  of  the 
North-West  and  XY  Companies,  and  their  united  efforts 
ajjainst  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

This  continued  until  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  appeared  upon  the 
scene,  when  the  conflicts  between  the  two  companies  assumed 
Huch  proportions  that  the  attention  of  the  Home  and  Colonial 
Governments  was  called  to  the  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  distur- 
Wce  attending  them. 

In  the  l)eginning  of  the  present  century,  Lord  Selkirk 
^'U8  extensively  engaged  in  colonization  projects  in  British 
^*orth  America,  and  in  connection  with  them  visited  the  City 
^>f  Monti-eal.  He  then  had  an  opportunity  to  enquire  into  the 
^^perations  of  the  North-West  Company  through  the  attentions 
of  the  agents  and  partnei-s  of  that  corporation,  in  their  efforts 
^'  entertain  him,  and  the  information  he  receive<l  at  the  time 
^^ted  a  profound  impression  upon  his  mind  as  to  the  groat 
possibilities  of  the  Xorth-West. 

On  his  return  to  England,  His  Lordship  continued  his  en- 
H^iries  in  relation  to  the  subject  which  so  much  interesterl 
Wm,  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  recognized  the  superior  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  those 
*^f  their  rivals  in  the  pi*osecution  of  the  fur  trade.     He  saw 
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that  the  over-land  route  from  Montreal  to  the  trading  statioDS 
in  the  North-West  was  several  hundreds  of  miles  longer  than 
the  one  from  Hudson's  Bay,  and  that  the  exclusive  commerce 
and  navigation  enjoyed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  that 
inland  sea  made  them  really  masters  of  the  situation. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  FUR  TRADE  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  agents  and  officers  of  the  fur  companies  penetrated  the 
•untry  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  all  directions,  and 
tabliulied  posts  in  New  Caledonia,  now  British  Columbia,  on 
cLeoil  Lake,  in  1805:  on  Stuart  Lake,  in  1806:  on  the 
«kanut  (now  the  Fraser)  Fort  George,  in  1807,  and  in 
^  an  expedition  started  to  trace  the  Jackainit  to  the  sea. 
^ey  discovereil  the  Thompson  River  in  1808,  and  in  1811 
averse<l  the  Columbia  from  its  extreme  northern  bend  to  its 
outh. 

The  Xorth-West  Company  in  fact  outstrippeil  its  chartered 
^'ftl  from  Hudson's  Bay  in  the  establishment  of  trading  posts 
cr}'wheri*  in  the  interior,  and  its  officei-s,  being  stimulated  by 
ft  hope  of  becoming  partners,  showed  more  zeal  and  activity  ' 
an  their  opponents  in  extending  the  fur  trade  to  all  parts  of 
^North-West.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  presented  no 
i^h  inducements  to  extra  exertion  on  the  part  of  its  officers 
ch  indiN-idual  having  a  fixed  salary  without  any  pix)spect  of 
coming  a  proprietor,  and  so  long  as  he  did  his  duty  he  did 
^  feel  himself  called  upon  to  do  more.'  This  was  one  a<lvan- 
?e  the  North-West  Company  hail  over  its  rival,  and  another 
^the  employment  by  it  of  French  Canadians  as  canoe-men, 
uppers  and  tra<lei-8.  These,  although  wild  and  reckless  at 
^68,  were  remarkable  for  otedience  to  their  superions,  and 
I 
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their  Hkill  in  luaoo^ng  caooes,  capatulin'  of  enduriDg  hardahipi 
HDi)  facility  of  aiUpting  themaelfes  to  the  habits  sud  peculiir- 
itie«  of  the  varioiu  tribes,  reoderetl  them  more  popular  in  die 
eye«  of  the  Iti'lians  than  the  men  from  Orkney,  employed  by 
the  Hu'lfKm'f^  Bay  Company.  The  men  from  the  norUi  of 
Scotland,  although  hardy,  were  stabbom,  unbending  snd 
iiiatter-f)f  fact  in  their  intercourse  with  the  natives,  and,  added 
to  thiH,  no  idea  of  supererogation  ever  entered  their  inind^ 
Tlii-y  were,  therefore,  not  80  popular  with  the  Indiana,  of » 
ftiicct.-Hsful  in  trade  a»  the  rollicking,  reckless  French  CtM- 
diaiiH  ;  and,  as  a  result  of  this,  the  latter  penetrated  regions  in 
the  pn»secution  of  trade  far  ahead  of  the  former. 

'flu;  Xorth-WeHt  Company,  indefatigable  in  its  etfortt  W 
ext(.-ii'l  it«  trade,  after  establishing  pOKts  ailjoining  the  different 
fact^jries  of  the  Huilson'.i  Bay  Company  wherever  they  were 
built,  continued  its  pi-ogreKB  to  the  northward  and  west- 
wHivl,  Htid  formed  imiuei'ous  trading  stations  at  Athalast* 
Peace  River,  tJreat  and  Lesser  Slave  Lakes,  New  Caledonia, 
the  Columbia,  etc..  etc.  No  officer  was  more  active  or  mtn* 
successful  in  this  work  than  Mr.  John  Stuart,  one  of  the 
|Mii-tnein  of  the  North-West  Company,  who  discoverefi  s^ 
named  the  lake  which  beara  hi«  name.  He  and  his  aaswisW 
were  sii  active  that  their  influence  with  the  natives  })«anie»" 
powerful,  ami  they  in  fact  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  trade  iu  l^e 
far  wt«t,  which  for  a  long  time  was  left  undisturbed  by  the 
(jffieei-M  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

While  this  was  g<>tng  o"  in  the  north,  fur  companieaw«* 
establishetl  south  of  the  American  boundary  line,  and  carritfl 
on  im  active  triwle  in  peltries  in  that  region.  First, the  Mac- 
kitiii  i,'()iupaiiy  was  forniwl  and  held  a  monopoly  until  the 
American  Fur  ComiHiny  was  established  by  Mr.  Astior  in  180P, 
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when  the  two  became  amalgamated  into  one  under  the  name 
of  the  South- West,  in  contradistinction  to  the  North- West 
Coaipany. 

Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor  of  New  York,  a  German  by  birth,  but 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  raised  himself  by  his  adventur- 
ous and  enterprising  spirit  from  small  beginnings  to  be  one  of 
the  most  eminent  merchants  in  America.  Soon  after  his  ar- 
rival in  the  United  States  in  1784,  he  commenced  his  commer- 
cial career  in  the  traffic  of  furs  ;  at  first  on  a  narrow  scale,  but 
gradually  expanding  as  his  means  increased.  In  this  way  he 
made  visits  to  Canada,  purchasing  furs  and  shipping  them 
direct  to  the  London  market,  and  it  is  supposed  that  at  this 
period  his  buoyant  and  aspiring  mind  conceived  the  vast  pro- 
ject of  grasping  in  his  own  hands  at  some  future  day  the 
^hole  fur  trade  of  North  America. 

Mr.  Astor,  when  he  saw  himself  at  the  head  of  a  great  fur 
company  (the  South- West),  formed  the  idea  of  penetrating 
through  the  barriers  of  the  Northern  Company,  so  as  to  come 
eventually  into  possession  of  all  the  fur  trade  east  of  the 
J^ocky  Mountains.  As  a  stepping-stone  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  grand  scheme,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  trade  on 
^he  coast  of  the  Pacific,  which  at  the  time  was  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  the  Russiana  A  few  American  coasting  vessels  also 
<5arried  on  a  lucrative  trade,  and  Mr.  Astor  perceived  that  if 
^ch  limited  and  desultory  traffic  produced  large  profits,  a 
Veil  regulated  trade  supported  by  capital  and  prosecuted  with 
system,  would  result  in  immense  gains. 

The  first  step  taken  by  him  was  the  formation  of  a  branch 
)f  the  fur  trade,  which  he  styled  the  "  Pacific  Fur  Company,' 
he  grand  central  depot  of  which  was  to  be  at  the  mouth  of 
be  Columbia  River     He  thus  contemplated  carrying  oft'  the 


144  HISTORY   OF  THE   XORTH-\l'EST. 

furs  of  all  the  countries  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  by 
forming  a  chain  of  trading  posts  across  the  continent  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  he  hoped  by  means  of  his  South- West 
Company  in  the  east,  and  the  Pacific  Company  on  the  west,  to 
capture  the  entire  ti-ade  of  the  country.  It  was  a  grand  com- 
mercial scheme,  and  attracted  much  attention  at  the  time, 
especially  in  the  United  States,  but  Mr.  Astor  did  not  suffici- 
ently take  into  consideration  the  power,  influence,  and  activity 
of  the  North-West  Company  when  laying  his  plans.  He  did 
not  calculate  upon  the  untiring  energj'  of  such  men  as  John 
Stuart,  McGillivray,  McTavish,  and  others,  to  upset  his 
schemes,  and  here  is  where  he  did  not  show  his  characteristic 
foresight,  for  when  lie  made  a  pi-oposition  to  the  North-West 
Company  to  join  him,  and  it  was  rejected,  he  should  have  ar- 
ranged for  a  better  protection  against  the  wiles  of  the  Xor- 
Westers  than  he  did. 

He  was  certainly  warnoil  bv  friends  and  others  that  the 
British  wouM  take  umbrage  at  his  attempts  on  the  Pacific, 
and  endeavor  to  checkmate  them.     Astor  s  reply  was  that  he 
intended  chiefly  to  employ  British  subjects  in  his  undertaking, 
and  bv  this  means  would  l>e  able  to  hold  his  own.     Alx)ut  this 
time  there  happened  to  l)e  some  <lisagi'eement  among  the  part- 
nei^s  of  the   North-West  Company,  and  several  of  them  le»t 
that  concern  in  disgust.     These  were  just  the  men  Mr.  Ast^ 
hail  in  view  :  men  of  influence  and  experience  among  savaged 
and  who,  from  their  earlier  days  had  been  brought  up  in  aiH*  1 
habituated  to  the    hardships   of  the  Indian    trade.     Five  oi 
them,  named  McKay,  McKenzie,  McDougall,  and  Messi-s.  David 
and  Robert  Stuart,  joined  the  Pacific  Fur  Company,  and  soor^ 
afterwards,  five  (^tliei-s,  namely  Messrs.  Hunt,  Cixx)ks,  Miller, 
McLellin  and  Chuke,  were  ad<led  t<3  the  number,  when  a  joint 
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stock  concern  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  which 
Mr.  Astor  furnished.  The  shares  were  100  of  $2,000  each, 
with  power  to  increase  the  capital  to  $500,000,  and  the  asso- 
ciation was  to  last  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  a  pro 
viso,  however,  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  it  was  to  be  dis- 
solved, if  found  to  be  unprofitable  or  impracticable.  The 
allotment  of  shares  was  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Astor  50  shares.  Mr.  Hunt,  who  was  appointed  chief 
manager,  5  shares. 

The  other  partner  4  shares  each,  and  the  remainder  Were 
fe8erve<l  for  the  clerks,  who  joined  the  company  as  adventur- 
<jr8  without  any  other  renumeration  than  their  chance  of  suc- 
<*88  at  the  end  of  the  five  years  trial. 

The  company  being  thus  formed,  a  vessel  called  the  Tonquin 
was  fitted  out  in  1810,  and  Captain  Thorne,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
senice  of  the  United  States,  placed  in  command.  A  party 
consisting  of  four  partners,  McKay,  McDougall,  and  the  two 
Stuarts,  with  nine  clerks,  and  a  number  of  voyageurs, 
njechanics,  etc.,  embarked  on  this  ship,  the  whole  being  in 
charge  of  McKay,  and  on  the  6th  September  set  sail  from 
^ew  York  bound  for  the  Pacific.  Previous  to  this,  ah  overland 
party  under  command  of  Mr.  Hunt,  was  pai-tly  organized  at 
AAchine,  near  Montreal,  and  left  there  on  5th  July  to  go  across 
^fce  continent  via  St  Louis  and  the  Missouri.  McKenzie,  who 
^as  with  this  expedition,  wanted  to  engage  only  French  Cana- 
<lian  voyageurs  for  the  trip,  but  Mr.  Hunt,  who  was  of  a  grave 
and  steaily  character  detested  the  volatile  gaiety  and  seeming- 
ly reckless  manner  of  these  men,  and  declined  to  employ  more 
ttan  a  few  of  them,  preferring  Americans.  This,  as  it  turned 
<^t,  was  a  great  mistake  which  Mr.  Hunt  afterwards  acknow- 
*dged,  for  the  Canadians  were  voyageurs  of  the  "first  class,  and 
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hardy  veterans  who  thought  of  nothing  but  to  toil  and  obey, 
while  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  their  place  proved  to  be 
broken  down,  unreliable,  and  in  many  eases  utterly  unfit  for 
the  hardships  of  the  journey.  At  Mackina  the  rioting  and 
carousing  of  the  trappers  and  adventurers  assembled  there  nude 
it  impossible  for  Mr.  Hunt  to  secure  anj'  number  of  good  men, 
and  being  joined  by  Mr.  Crooks,  another  partner  in  the  com- 
pany, the  party  made  their  way  to  St.  Louis  where  they  arriv- 
ed on  the  3rd  September.  Here  several  Americans  engaged 
with  Mr.  Hunt,  and  receive<l  their  advance  in  money  for  the 
trip,  but  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  rations  ser\^ed  to  them, 
daserted  in  a  body.  Not  only  did  they  leave  in  this  maimer, 
but  they  also  gave  the  expedition  a  bad  name,  so  that  it  was 
found  impossible  to  secure  men  to  till  their  places,  and  Mr. 
Hunt  was  at  a  stand-still,  bitterly  repenting  his  refusal  to  take 
MeKenzie  8  advice  at  Lachine  to  employ  Canailians.  Soon 
after  this,  however,  Mr.  Miller,  another  partner  in  the  company, 
joined  the  expeilition,  and  he  being  well  known  as  a  trader  on 
the  Missouri  succeedeil  in  inducing  a  number  of  men  to  join  it 

• 

It  may  be  stated  here  also  that  the  opposition  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company  to  the  undei*taking  proved  a  great  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Hunt,  but  at  last  after  a  vexatious  delav  of 
forty -eight  days  the  party  left  St  Louis  on  the  21st  October, 
just  one  month  an<l  a  half  later  than  the  sailing  of  the  Tv' 
quin  from  New  York. 

The  expeilition  moveil  slowly,  and  on  the  16th  November 
went  into  winter-ijuartei-s  at  Noilowa,  about  450  miles  up  the 
Mi.ssouri.  wliere  they  were  joined  by  Mr.  McLellan,  another 
piirtner,  who  had  the  imputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  shots 
in  Amenca.  During  the  winter,  numerous  desertions  took 
place,  and  when,  on  the  22nd  April,  the  party  made  a  fresh 
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start  on  the  journey,  they  were  sadly  decreased  in  numbers, 
but  Mr.  Hunt^  notwithstanding  this,  pressed  forward,  and  on 
the  14th  September  reached  the  heights  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. 

From  this  time  the  real  troubles  of  the  expedition  com- 
menced. The  first  mistake  made  was  when  they  decided  to 
abandon  their  horses,  which  they  turned  loose  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  embarked  in  fifteen  canoes  for 
the  purpose  of  descending  the  rugged  and  boiling  channels  of 
the  south  branch  of  the  Columbia.  They  had  not  gone  far 
however,  until  the  impracticability  of  proceeding  by  water  be- 
came apparent,  and  the  canoes  were  next  abandoned,  and  an 
attempt  made  to  travel  by  land.  Men  were  sent  out  to  recover 
the  horses,  if  possible,  but  were  unsuccessful,  and  then  most  of 
the  goods  and  baggage  were  placed  in  caches  to  preserve  them, 
and  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  travellers.  As  they  proceeded, 
provisions  became  scarce,  the  country  being  destitute  of  game, 
so  that  starvation  stared  the  unfortunate  party  in  the  face,  and 
several  disasters,  following  with  the  loss  of  three  or  four 
of  jbhe  men,  placed  the  expedition  in  a  deplorable  condition. 
It  was  then  that  two  parties  were  formed,  one  under  Mr. 
Hunt,  and  the  other  in  charge  of  McKenzie,  and  in  this  way 
they  proceeded  along  the  river,  enduring  every  hardship  it  is 
pottible  to  conceive,  sometimes  going  without  food  as  many 
«8  five  dayB  at  a  time.  Cheered  on,  however,  by  the  example 
*nd  endurance  of  their  leaders,  the  two  bodies  of  adventurers 
Qianaged,  after  untold  privations,  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  McKenzie's  party  arriving  on  the  10th  January, 
1812,  and  Hunt's  on  the  following  15th  February,  having 
been  about  nineteen  months  in  making  the  Journey  from  La- 
chine. 


148  HISTORY  OF  THE  NORTH-WEST. 

The  party  ou  board  of  the  T^nqwiv,  although  not  subjected 
to  such  trials  and  privations  as  those  who  undertook  the  over- 
land ex|>eilition,  were  not  altogether  free  from  discomfort  and 
hardship.  Their  voyage  was  full  of  adventure,  and  through 
the  arbitrarj'  and  disagreeable  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the 
ship,  their  lot  was  far  from  being  a  pleasant  one.  On  one  o^ 
casion,  while  several  of  the  party  were  on  land  during  the 
time  when  the  ship  was  taking  in  a  supply  of  fresh  water,  the 
captain  sailed  and  left  them  to  their  fate  on  a  desert  shore, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  determined  conduct  of  Ml 
Robert  Stuai-t,  one  of  the  partners,  who  threatened  to  blow 
the  captain's  brains  out  if  he  liid  not  stop,  the  luckless  men 
would  have  been  abandoned.  The  captcdn  s  conduct  to  both 
pjussengers  and  crew  fosterer!  a  spirit  of  mutiny,  and  desertions 
fi-om  the  i-anks  of  the  sailore  took  place  on  several  occasions: 
men  weiv  put  in  irons,  and  others  abused,  so  that  altogether, 
the  voyage  was  a  most  disagi'eeable  one,  made  so  through  the 
imix^riims  and  harsh  disjxjsition  of  the  man  whom  Mr.  Astor 
had  placet  1  in  command  of  the  ship. 

When  nearing  the  Columbia  River,  the  tirst  mate,  Mr.  Fox. 
was  di-owned  while  olx^ying  the  unreasonable  orders  of  the  cap- 
tain, and  in  a  few  davs  afterwards  the  third  officer  of  the  ship 
was  lost  in  the  same  wav.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
which  i.s  ivmarkable  for  its  sand  bai^s  and  high  surf  at  uearlj 
all  seasons,  the  Tanquin  had  a  narrow  escape  from  being  lost, 
but  on  the  26tli  Mai-ch  succeeded  in  entering  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  foolhaixliness  of  the  captain  on  this  occasion  isre- 
feiTed  to  in  the  following  woixls  by  one  who  was  on  board 
the  ship  at  the  time. 

"  Here  are  two  poitits  for  consideration :  tirst,  the  time  of 
sounding:    and,  secondly,  the  time  chosen  for   entering  the 
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breakers.  In  respect  to  both  there  was  an  unwarrantable 
precipitation — a  manifest  want  of  sound  judgment.  We  made 
the  land  in  the  middle  of  a  storm,  the  channel  and  coast  both 
unknown  to  us,  and  without  either  pilot  or  guide :  under  such 
circumstances  it  was  evident  to  all  that  no  boat  could  live  on 
the  water  at  the  tihie  (to  take  soundings),  far  less  reach  the 
shore :  and  our  entering  the  breakers  at  so  late  an  hour,  the 
sun  at  the  time  not  being  fifty  minutes  above  the  horizon,  the 
channel  also  being  unexplored,  was  certainly  a  premature  and 
ferlom  undertakings  but  there  existed  such  disunion — such  a 
spirit  of  contradiction  on  board — that  the  only  wonder  is  how 
ve  ever  got  so  far.*' 

Some  time  was  spent  after  this  in  examining  the  shores, 
*ith  the  view  of  choosing  a  suitable  place  to  build  on.  At 
™*t  it  was  settled  that  the  new  establishment  should  be  erect- 
^  on  the  south  side,  on  a  small  rising  gi-ound  named  Point 
^rge,  distant  twelve  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  or 
w  and  here,  on  the  12th  April,  1811,  the  whole  party,  con- 
wsting  of  thirty-three  pei'sons  disembarked,  and  on  the  18th 
jfay  following,  the  foundation  of  the  town  of  Astoria  was  laid, 
^^  place  being  so  named  in  honor  of  Mr.  Astor. 

In  June,  the  Tonqain  saileii  fix)m  Astoria  on  a  ti*ading  ex- 
Mition  to  the  North,  and  not  long  afterwanls  the  ship  was 
'^.  thus  leaving  Astoria  without  any  means  of  protection 
•^inst  the  Indians,  or  proper  means  for  camnng  on  trade, 
'^ith  not  a  single  gun  mounted,  or  a  palisade  raised,  the  party 
*nt  out  by  Mr.  Astor  was  left  without  the  least  precaution 
hein|f  taken  to  secure  life  or  property,  and  this  state  of  things 
^^  the  many  mishaps  that  befell  the  expedition,  showed  a 
■•ck  of  proper  management  somewhere  in  the  organization  of 
^*  enterprise. 


150  HISTORY   OF  THE   NORTH-WEST. 

It  may  be  interesting  at  this  stage,  before  proceeding  with 
our  account  of  Astoria,  to  give  a  few  particulars  relating  to 
the  fate  of  the  Tonqair}.     That  vessel  sailed  from  the  montii 
of  the  Columbia  on  the  5th  June,  1811,  on  a  trading  specula- 
tion to  the  northward,  and  on  the  eve  of  starting,  the  captain, 
stubborn   and  unreasonable   as   ever,   discharged   his  flecond 
mate,  who  refused  afterwards  to  rejoin  the  ship.     Mr.  McKay, 
one  of  the  partners,  went  in  charge  of  the  expedition,  and  soon 
succeeded  in  opening  a  smart  trade  with  the  natives.  4n  which, 
however,  he  was  seriously  hampered  by  the  harsh  and  unbend- 
ing manners  of  the  captain,  whom  the  Indians  disliked  very 
much.     On  one  occasion,  Capt.  Thome  having  struck  one  of 
their  principal  men  whom  he  had  caught  in  a  petty  theft,  a 
conspiracy  was  formed  to  surprise  and  cut  off  the  vessel,  but 
this  design  was  discovered   by  the  interpreter,  who  lost  no 
time  in  acquainting  Mr.  McKay  of  it.     The  Indians  then,  sus- 
pecting  that   their   conspiracy   was   known,  endeavoured  to 
throw  the  whites  oft*  their  guard  by  visiting  the  ship  unanne<l 
On  the  day  before  the  ship  was  to  leave  New  Whitby,  the  place 
where  McKay  was  carrying  on  his  trade,  a  couple  of  large 
canoes,  followed  by  others,  came  alongside  offering  furs  for 
siile,  and  the  occupants  were  allowed  to  come  on  board    The 
interpreter,  however,  saw  signs  indicating  that  their  visit  was 
with  hostile  intent,  and  again  warned  McKay  and  the  Captain, 
but  the  latter  treated  the  caution  with  contempt,  until  the 
number  of  Indians  on  l>oard  obsti'ucted  his  efforts  to  get  the 
ship  ready  for  sailing.     Then  he  onlered  them  off,  and  threat- 
ened if  they  did  not  go,  to  force  their  departure.     This  was  a 
signal  for  the  attack  of  the  savages,  who,  with  frightful  yelb* 
fell  iijM^n  the  unsuspecting  crew  with  knives,  bludgeons  and 
shoi't  sabres  which  thev  had  concealed  under  their  robes.    Mr- 
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McKay  was  the  Hrst  one  attacked,  and  being  stunned  by  a 
blow  from  one  of  the  bludgeons,  was  thrown  overboard  into  a 
canoe.  Capt.  Thome  made  a  determined  stand  against  his  as- 
sailants, but  being  armed  only  with  a  knife,  he  was  finally 
overpowered  and  cruelly  butchered  on  the  deck,  after  which 
his  mangled  body  was  thrown  overboard.  The  resistance 
niade  by  the  captain  and  crew  maddened  the  savages  to  such 
an  extent,  that  they  then  seized  upon  Mr.  McKay  and  batter- 
ed his  brains  out.  In  the  meantime,  three  of  the  devoted 
crew  managed  to  gain  the  cabin  where  the  firearms  were 
stored,  and,  seeing  little  hope  of  escape,  resolved  upon  taking  a 
terrible  revenge,  by  blowing  up  the  vessel.  They  first,  how- 
ever, proposed  to  the  savages  who  stood  in  awe  of  the  firearms 
which  they  now  had,  that  if  they  were  allowed  to  leave  the 
*hip  without  being  molested,  they  would  give  up  quiet  posses- 
sion of  it  This  the  Indians  agreed  to,  and  the  three  sailors, 
having  laid  a  train  to  the  magazine,  fired  it  and  left  the  vessel, 
whereupon,  the  savages,  eager  to  obtain  possession,  clambered 
^pon  the  deck  and  the  next  moment  the  explosion  took  place, 
hurling  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  into  eternity  and 
dteadfully  injuring  as  many  more.  The  first  impression 
*mong  the  surviving  Indians  was  that  the  Evil  Spirit  had 
^ken  revenge  on  them  for  attacking  the  whites,  but  this  idea 
^ore  off  as  their  terror  subsided,  and  they  quickly  discovered 
^hat  human  agency  had  caused  the  explosion.  The  three  sail- 
ors were  followed,  and,  being  discovered  asleep  at  a  point  not 
'^M*  distant,  were  ruthlessly  nmrdered  by  the  avenging  natives. 
Thus  ended  the  voyage  of  the  Tmiquin,  and  the  melancholy 
^*te  of  her  hapless  crew  might  have  been  averted  if  a  more 
^''^iable  and  sensible  man  had  been  placed  in  command.  The 
*08S  of  the  ship  was  a  severe  blow  to  Mr.  Astor's  enterprise 
^  the  Pacific 
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When  tho  Toi^ifnih  left  the  establishment  at  Astoria  on  her 
last  and  ill-fate^l   voya^.  the  Indians  at  once  began  to  be 
troublesmne.  and  for  a  time  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  set- 
tlers alxnit  the  safety  of  their  position,  exposed  as  they  were. 
AKmt  this  time,  t<x>.  an  unexjvcteil  NTsitor,  in  the  person  of 
Mr,  Tliom|>son,  a  [partner  in  tlie  North-West  Company,  made 
his  ap|>earance,  and.  to  the  surprise  of  every  one  in  Astom, 
was  received  with  great  hospitality  by  McDougall,  Mr.  Astor's 
representative,  who  showe^i  him  eveiything  there  was  to  be 
seen  abi>ut  the  establishment.     There  is  no  doubt  that  he  was 
sent  for  the  purjxise  of  spjing  out  the  land,  and  of  discouraging, 
if  possible,  the  Astor  {^eople  in  their  attempt  to  establish  a  for 
ti-ade  on  the  Pacific,     There  is  even  reason  to  suppose  that  his 
intention  was  to  take  possession  of  an  eligible  spot,  at  the 
month  of  the  Columbia,  with  a  view  of  forestalling  the  plan 
i»f  Mr.  Astor.     But  on  his  wav  some  of  his  men  had  deserted 
him.  and  this  delaveii  him.  so  that  on  his  arrival  he  foand 
Astoria  e.stablishe<l.  and  tlie  American  flag  hoisted  as  a  token 
of  [x>ssession. 

Previous  to  the  e^miing  of  Mr.  Thompson,  two  Indians ap* 
jvannl,  who  showinl  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  John  Stuart 
Fort  Estekatailene.  New  Caleilonia,  and  who  tumeti  out  to  be 
aK>  in  the  service  of  the  Noith-West  Company.  The  visit  of 
thfse  Indians,  and  afterwanls  of  Mr.  Thompson,  showed  that 
tht*  Nor-Westei-s  were  not  asKvp  or  unmindful  of  the  inten- 
tions of  Mr,  Astor.  IndtHMl.  Mr.  Thompson  unburdeneil  hiw* 
.self  lo  McDougiill  ami  others  of  the  {virty,  by  sajnng  that  the 
wintering  jvartnei-s  of  his  conij^my  had  resolved  to  ahawlon 
the ir  tniding  [>osts*i  west  of  the  moinitains.  and  not  to  enter 
int4>  coinj>etition  with  the  Pacific  Fur  Company,  if  the  latter 
would  engage  not  to  enciwich  u|>on  the  trade  on  the  east^ile. 
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He  then  gave  a  description  of  the  interior  of  the  country,  not 
calculated  to  impress  his  hearers  with  a  very  favorable  idea  of 
it,  and  altogether  acted  a  part  evidently  meant  to  deceive  the 
Astorians.  When  he  left,  Mr.  D.  Stuart  and  a  party  of  voy- 
ageure  left  at  the  same  time  and  in  his  company,  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  that  interior  which  Mr.  Thompson  had 
described  so  unfavorably.  But,  had  the  Astorians  been  wise 
they  would  have  given  Mr.  Thompson  the  cold  shoulder,  or  if 
Mr.  Astor  had  foreseen  the  wiles  of  the  Nor -Westers  suffi- 
ciently, his  enterprise  might  have  succeeded  better.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  the  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  encounter- 
«1  many  difficulties  which,  it  would  seem,  a  little  foresight 
niight  have  prevented.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Astor  was  to  a 
^reat  extent  in  the  hands  of  his  partners,  but,  knowing  as  he 
niufit  have  done  and  of  which  he  was  warned,  that  the  North - 
West  Company  would  frustrate  his  designs  if  possible,  he 
Jihould  have  been  the  more  careful  in  the  selection  of  some  of 
the  men  to  whom  he  entrusted  the  care  of  the  enterprise,  and 
"OUnd  them  so  as  to  have  prevented  the  disagi'eements,  jeal- 
^es  and  desertions  which  afterwards  took  place. 

On  the  17th  October,  1811,  Mr.  Astor  sent  the  Beaver,  a 
teasel  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  to  the  Pacific  coast,  in 
^nimand  of  Captain  Cornelius  Sowles,  with  additional  sup- 
plies for  the  people  in  Astoria,  and  with  her  went  a  partner  of 
^he  company,  six  clerks  and  a  number  of  artisans  and  voy- 
^^s^urs.  The  voyage  was  a  much  more  pleasant  one  than  that 
^f  the  Tonqain  the  previous  year,  and  in  six  months  and 
^liri^  weeks  the  vessel  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
^"cre  it  was  met  by  Mr.  McDougall  and  some  of  his  men, 
^l^o  safely  piloted  it  over  the  bar. 

PiX)m  this  time  thef  Astorians  made  every  effort  to  extend 
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their  trading  operations  on  the  Pacific  slope,  but  with  indiffer- 
ent success.  Skirmishes  with  the  natives,  and  losses  through 
the  duplicity  of  Indians  on  whom  they  were  frequently  obliged 
to  depend  when  travelling  in  the  interior,  caused  them  much 
discouragement  and  disappointment.  A  trading  pjst  with  Mr. 
David  Stuart  in  charge  had  been  established  in  the  Okinagan 
countr}%  and  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Beaver,  a  large  party 
ascended  the  Columbia,  and  from  it  McDonald,  McKenzie,  and 
a  few  others  wei'e  detached  and  sent  to  a  point  on  the  Lewis 
River,  to  open  a  station  among  the  Snake  Indians. 

The  main  party  then  continued  on  to  the  Spokane  country, 
where  at  a  junction  of  the  river  of  that  name,  and  one  caDed 
the  Pointed  Heart,  they  established  a  post.    Alongside  of  them 
was  a  station  of  the  North-West  Company  who  had  several 
othera  in  that  district,  and  the  Astorians  at  once  set  to  work 
to  oppose  the  Nor'-westers  by  establishing  stations  in  different 
])arts  of   the  country,  so  that  a   lively   competition  ensued, 
which  in  one  instance  resulted  in  a  duel  between  an  officer  of 
the  Pacific  Company  and  one  of  the  Nor'- Westers.     On  th<? 
whole,  however,  the  relations,  socially,  between  the  two  sets  of 
tradei's  were   amicable,   although  in  trade  they  were  bitter 
rivals. 

On  their  return  to  Astoria,  on  June  11th,  1813,  this  party  o* 
Pacific  Fur  Company  traders  found  that  a  total  revolution  h»<i 
taken  place  in  the  aflfairs  at  headquarters.  The  North- W(!»t 
Company  ever  on  the  alert  to  dispossess  the  Astor  Company, 
had  sent  two  of  their  chief  men,  Messrs.  John  George  McTa\Tsb, 
and  Joseph  La  Rocque,  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  the 
property.  They  represented  that  as  war  had  broken  out 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  former 
power  had  blockaded  all  American  ports,  the  Astorians  could 
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expect  to  receive  no  supplies  from  New  York,  or  ship  any  furs 
there,  and  that  therefore  they  would  not  be  able  to  carrj' 
on  the  establishment.     Previous  to  the  visit  of  McTavish  and 
La  Rocque,  word  of  this  nature  had  been  received,  and  also 
that  the  Beaver  was  blockaded  in  Canton.     Much  dissatisfac- 
tion also  existed  among  the  partners  at  the  policy  pui-sued  by 
Mr.  Astor  in  regard  to  the  Columbian  Colony,  and  a  determin- 
ation to  leave  the  Pacific  Fur  Company,  and  abandon  Astoria, 
had  actually  been  arrived  at.     In  fact,  preparations  were  being 
made  for  an  overland  journey  from  the  Pacific,  and  everything 
pointed  to  a  dissolution  of  Mr.  Astor*s  enterprise,  when  the 
arrival  of  the  Nor'-wester  envoys  altered  the  complexion  of 
affairs,  and  after  some  deliberation  an  agreement  to  sell  was 
<?ntered   into  by  McDougall,  and   the  representatives  of  the 
Northern  Company. 

All  the  furs,  and  such  supplies  as  could  be  bought  in 
from  the  interior,  had  been  collected  in  Astoria,  and  some 
organized  means  by  which  the  place  could  be  abandoned,  had 
heen  resolved  upon.  But  the  hardships  which  had  been  en- 
dured by  the  overland  party  in  crossing  the  continent  in  1810, 
^ere  not  forgotten,  and  when  the  overtures  came  from  the 
^orth-West  Company  to  buy,  McDougall  agreed  to  the  trans- 
f^i"  He  has  been  blamed  in  some  (juarters  for  sacrificing  Mr. 
Astor  8  interests,  and  that  gentleman  is  reported  to  have  said 
^hat  he  would  sooner  have  taken  nothing  than  to  have  sold 
^he  furs  at  the  prices  McDougall  agreed  to.  No  donbt  the 
North- West  Company  made  the  best  bargain  they  could,  but 
it  would  appear  as  if  both  principals  to  the  transaction  were 
disHatisfied.  Mr.  Astor,  on  the  one  hand,  thought  that  he  re- 
ceived too  little,  and  Mr.  John  Stuart,  on  behalf  of  the  Nor'- 
Westers,  declared  that  McTavish  had  paid  too  much.    So  on  the 
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whole  it  may   be  concluded  that  McDougall  made  the  best 
arrangement  he  could  uniler  the  circumstances.     The  transac- 
tion was  fully   agi^eed   to   on   the    16th    October,   1813,  the 
whole  sales  including  furs  and  merchandise,  amounting,  it  is 
said,  to  $80,500,  for  which  bills  on  the  agents  of  the  com- 
pany in  Canada  were  to  be  given. 

But  McTavish  expected  the  arrival  of  an  armed  ship,  the 
Isiuir  Todd  at  any  moment,  and  in  that  case  Astoria  wouM 
be   Ciiptured   as   a   prize,   and   his   bills   of   exchange  saved. 
So  he,  for  one  reason  or  another,  put  off  completing  the  bar- 
gain made  with  McDougall,  the  dissatisfaction  of  Mr.  John 
Stewart  at  the  price  agree<l  upon,  having  no  doubt  something 
to  do  with  his  indecision.     McDougjill  on  the  other  hand  had* 
s(|ua<lron  of  boats  ready  to  convey  the  furs  into  the  interior, 
should  the  Isaac  I'odJ  arrive,  and  matters  went  on  in  this  way 
for  nearly  a  month,  when  McKenzie,  Mr.  McDougal  Is  colleague, 
suggested  a  measure  likely  to  bring  McTavish  to  terms.    The 
latter  and   his  party  were  practically  without  anns  or  pro- 
visions, and  being  camped  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  were 
therefore  at  the  mercy  of  the  Astorians.     McKenzie's  plan  was 
to  man  the  bastions,   load  and  point  the  guns,  and  with  the 
irates  shut,  irlve  the  Nor'-\Vestei"s  two  hours  to  decide  either  to 
sign  the  bills  of  exchange,  or  break  oft*  the  negotiations  alto- 
gether,  and  remove  to  other  quartet's.     This  suggestion  wa<» 
act<:*d  ujxHi,  and  the  Noi*'-\Vestei's  were  brought  to  tenns— the 
bills  were  finally  and  formally  signed,  and  Astoria  pas-sed  into 
the  hands  of  the  North-West  Company  on  the  12th  Xovein- 
l)er,  (another  account  siiys  the  28rd  October),  1818. 

A  few  of  the  Astorians  jointMj  the  ser\'ice  of  the  Xorth- 
West  (V)iii])any,  amongst  othei-s,  McDougall,  and  this  circum- 
stance gave  rise   Uj  a  suspicion  that  he  had   been  acting  all 


THE   FX^R  TRADE  ON   THE   PACIFIC   COAST.  l57 

*Iong  in  the  interests  of  the  British  and  against  the  Ameri- 
CMS,  but  judging  from  the  man's  reputation  for  honesty,  this 
is  not  at  all  likely.  Mr.  John  Stuart,  soon  after  the  transfer^ 
started  in  company  with  McKenzie  for  the  interior  to  take 
over  the  posts  of  the  Pacific  Fur  Company,  which  was  accom- 
pliahed  in  December,  and  from  that  time  the  North- West 
Con)pany  reigned  supreme  west  of  the  mountains,  with  Fort 
George,  the  name  by  which  Astoria  was  re-christened  as  their 
head-quarters. 

The  long-wished-for  ship,  Isaac  Toddy  did  not  arrive  as  ex- 
pected, and  Mr.  John  Stuart  with  a  party  went  again  to  the 
ports  of  the  interior  with  such  merchandise  as  he  could  collect 
»t  the  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  goods  for  the  winter's 
^e.  On  that  trip  a  great  deal  of  opposition  was  exper- 
ienced from  certain  tribes  of  Indians  along  the  Columbia,  and 
Jt  required  much  firmness  and  courage  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Stuart  and  his  companions  to  accomplish  their  mission, 
^en  goods  were  stolen,  which  they  were  on  several  occasions, 
the  savages  were  compelled  to  return  the  articles,  and  until 
Uiis  was  done  the  women  and  children  of  the  tribe  were  seized, 
^  kept  as  hostages.  By  such  means,  and  presenting  a  well- 
pJWtied  front  to  the  enemy  night  and  day,  the  Nor'- Westers 
''leceeded  in  pushing  through  without  any  bloodshed  of  im- 
portance. But  these  trips  to  the  interior  at  that  time  were 
always  fraught  with  much  danger  and  hardship,  so  much 
*.  that  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  on  the  west  of  the  moun- 
t<UQa  was  a  most  diflScult  and  expensive  matter.  Indeed  to 
jwdge  from  the  following  letter  written  by  Mr.  John  Stuart  in 
April,  1815,  it  would  appear  that  the  operations  of  the  North- 
West  Company  on  the  Pacific  were  not  of  a  satisfactory  char- 
«ter,  even  after  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  the  op- 

osition  of  the  Astorians. 
J 
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The  following  is  the  extract  fix)iii  Mr.  Stuarts  letter: — ^"I 
find  that  the  affairs  of  the  Columbia  appear  to  be  getting  fraD 
bad  to  worse  :  and  the  many  difficulties  and  hardships,  added 
to  the  dangei-s  peculiar  to  that  unfortunate  department,  are  haid 
to  bear,  and  will  keep  me  particularly  anxious  until  I  hear  the 
result  of  the  exi>edition  of  this  spring  to  and  from  Fort  Geoijse 
Although  the  various  encounters  you  have  had  with  the  natives 
should  have  taught  them  to  ivs,  ect  the  whites,  and  convince 
them  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  force :  yet  as  the  attack 
of  last  autumn  was  both  daring  and  premeditated,  I  am  afraid 
it  is  but  the  foreninner  of  greater  aggression.  You  will,  how- 
ever, have  one  gi^eat  advantage  in  the  spring,  which  is.  that  if 
the  natives  be  at  that  season  numeixms  along  the  coiiiuiunics*- 
tion.  it  must  1k»  with  a  hostile  design,  and,  perhaps,  l)y  begin- 
ning the  assiiult  youi-selves,  you  will  Ix*  able  to  counteract  its 
etfeets.  Phiusible,  however,  as  this  may  api>ear  in  theorj'.  it 
might  probably  have  a  vt^ry  ditierent  effect  in  practice.  I 
shall,  therefore,  leave  off  mv  advice,  lest  vou  miirht  sav  t«)  t"** 
what  Hannil)al  did  to  the  pedant." 

3Ir.  Stuart  was  at  that  time  in  charge  of  New  Caleilonia,  a 
verv  extensive  district,  extendintj  fi*om  52'  to  55  north,  and 
comtiiunicating  with  the  Athabasca  de|>artment  by  Peacf 
River.  From  his  letter  it  would  seem  as  if  affairs  in  that  [•aT' 
of  the  country  were  carried  on  more  j>eiicefully  a:  <1  satisfac* 
torilv  than  on  the  Columbia. 

The  North-West  Company,  however,  continued  to  meet  witi* 
manv  ditheulties,  and  instead  of  trvin*;  to  conciliate  the  Iw' 
dians.  they  a<lopted  a  high-handed  coui>ie  which  maile  matter* 
woi*se.  A«lde<l  to  this,  the  Hu<lson\s  Bay  Company  c<jiiiiiu'::tiJ«l 
to  use  more  eneigetie  iii«-asnres  to  exU'nd  their  trade.  aiM. 
takiiiiT  a  leaf  out  of  the  Nor-Westei's   book,  thev  U* 'an  toi-ui- 
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ploy  Canadians  in  place  of  their  Orkney  men,  the  result  be- 
ing that  they  soon  pushed  their  trade  into  districts  hitherto 
monopolized  by  the  North- West  Company.  Forts  were  taken 
by  assault ;  the  Indians  bribed  to  take  part  in  the  war ; 
bloodsheii  and  cruelty  to  prisoners  ensued,  and  every  species 
of  barbarity  used  to  each  other  by  men  who,  in  any  other 
course  of  life,  or  under  different  circumstances,  would  have  re- 
garded such  dee<ls  with  abhorrence.  Such  a  state  of  affairs 
could  not  last  long,  and  in  1821  the  long  and  violent  opposi- 
tion between  the  North-West  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies 
ceased  bv  their  coalition,  when  all  the  results  of  the  Nor- 
West<*rs'  etibiiB  on  the  Pacilic  passed  under  the  management 
and  was  carried  on  aften^ards  in  the  name  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  In  1839  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  Russia  for  the  lease  of  Alaska,  and 
their  trading  posts  were  established  at  all  eligible  points  from 
Behrin^  Sea  on  the  north  to  San  Francisco  to  the  south. 

Thus  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  the  inheritor  and  repre- 
sentative of  all  previous  fur  companies,  played  an  impoi^nt 
part  in  the  early  history  of  the  western  territory,  within  the 
limite  of  the  Dominion.     The  adventurers  and  explorera  in  the 
Venice  of  the  company  undertook  the  most  fatiguing  jour- 
o^ys.  and  evinced  the  gi'eatest  fortitude  in  exposing  themselves 
^  hardships,  privation  and  danger.      It  was  they  who  held 
P^^Nession  of  the  territory  on  lx)th  sides  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains.   They  were  for  many  years  the  only  civilized  occupants 
of  Ijoth  banks  of  the  Columbia,  from  its  sources  to  its  mouth, 
and  it  was  not  their  fault  that  this  region  is  not  now  part  of 
the  Dominion.     They  held  their  ground  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington  Territory,  under  the  British  flag,  until  they  were  com- 
pellecl  to  relinquish  their  hold  by  the  treaty  of  1846,  and,  but 
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for  the  discoveries  made  under  the  authority  of  the  for  cou 
panies,  New  Caledonia  or  British  Ck>lumbia  would  never  ha^ 
existed,  and  Canada  would  be  shut  out  from  access  to  tb 
Pacific  It  was  only  in  1860  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compan, 
finally  abandoned  its  various  establishments  in  OregOD  an 
Washington  Territory,  and  the  movable  property  not  dispose 
of  was  transferred  to  Fort  Victoria,  on  Vancouver  Island,  th 
point  at  which,  as  headquarters,  the  operations  of  the  coinpan, 
west  of  the  mountains  have  since  been  centred  and  carried  oi 


CHAPTER  X. 

THE   SELKIRK   SETTLEMENT. 

The  youtlis  employed  by  the  North- West  Company,  chiefly 
Scotch,  were  articled  as  apprentice  clerks,  for  seven  years,  re- 
ceiving their  subsistence  and  one  hundred  pounds.  The  pros- 
pective reward  of  their  toil  and  fidelity  was  to  become  partners, 
tol  this,  as  we  have  already  shewn,  induced  them  to  work 
with  a  will,  while  the  life  of  adventui*e  which  they  led,  and 
tht?  excitement  and  novel  scenes  incident  to  the  fur  trade 
J^snlted  in  attaching  them  firmly  to  it,  Indian  maidens  cast 
Wi  their  lot  with  those  clerks,  and  with  the  wintering  partners 
of  the  company,  and  it  was  the  offspring  of  these  and  others, 
princi|)ally  Canadians,  French  fathers  and  Indian  mothers, 
"*«t  thert*  came  to  be  such  a  numerous  progeny  of  half-breeds. 
"  hen  the  Uudscm's  Bay  Company  entered  the  country,  their 
officers  and  servants  followed  the  course  pursued  by  their  pre- 
*^<^ce»4(>rH  of  the  North-West  Company,  in  having  wives  from 
^^^n^r  the  natives,  and  the  population  of  mixed  blood  increas- 
^1  in  projxirtion.  The  half-breeds,  of  French  parentage,  far 
o^itnuinlx^red  those  of  the  English  and  Scotch,  the  cou/reurs 
</^4r>i/*and  I'oyageti'M.who  were  chiefly  of  Canadian  origin, 
ht'itifr  largely  in  excess  of  other  nationalities,  and  from  their 
Diixnl.  inherited,  and  transmitted  (jualities,  their  abandon, 
iivacity.  recklessness  and  I'eady  affiliation  with  Indian  ways, 
/ie>»**  FnMich  half-bree<ls  were  held  to  Ix?  superior  for  the  ser- 
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vice  requireil  by  the  fur  trade.  At  one  time,  the  North- We 
Company,  and  later  on  the  Hudsoirs  Bay  Company,  had  ov< 
two  thousand  of  this  unique  class  of  employ fe,  going  ar 
coming,  toiling  after  a  rollicking  fashion,  paddling  and  rowii 
the  canoe  or  the  boat,  threading  the  reedy  marshes,  runniii 
the  cascades,  crossing  the  portage  with  their  bunlens,  trailii 
along  the  cataracts,  bearing  all  the  stem  severities  of  wint 
in  the  woods,  driving  dog-sleds,  camping  in  snowdrifts,  rea< 
on  their  return  for  wild  cai-ousals  and  dances,  parting  v\ 
the  year  s  gains  for  finery  or  fi-olic,  wild  and  improvident 
their  nature,  but  faithful  to  their  employers. 

In  the  rivalry  and  strife  l)etween  the  two  great  fur  coj 
panics  these  half-breeds  playe<l  a  piT)minent  pail,  and  wt^ 
often  the  Un^h  of  their  superiors  in  the  many  lawless  det 
committed  al)out  that  titne.  It  was  not,  however,  until  hi 
Selkirk  apj>eared  upon  the  scene  that  any  senous  outraj 
were  i>erpetrattHl  by  the  companies  upon  each  other,  and  it 
abijut  that  perimi  in  the  histx)ry  of  the  North-West  that 
are  now  alxnit  to  speak. 

When  the   Karl  of  Selkirk  came  to  the  conclusi<m  that  t 

Hudson's  Bav  ComT)aiiv  were  iiiastei*s  of  the  situation,  in  t 

•  I      • 

fur  trade,  he  set  to  work  to  purchase  a  contix)lling  inten?st 
its  st<x*k.  and  ultimately  succeeded  in  obtaining  about  £40.( 
in  shares,  the  capital  of  the  company,  at  that  time  Ijeing  1 
than  £100.000.  This,  comlnned  with  the  fact  that  near  n- 
tives  and  frien<ls  of  his  wtM-e  plactMl  on  the  Board  of  Directs 
practically  gave  him  unlimit«'<l  control,  and  he  hastened 
take  advaiita<r**  of  it  in  favoi-  <>t*  a  scheme  of  C(donizati 
which  he  ha<l  in  vi<*w. 

At  a  tr«'neral  court  of  tht*  companv,  convened  in  Mav.  1*^ 
tin-  pr<)j»n«*toi*s  wcir  intonned  that  the  g<jvemor  and  coinn 
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tee  recomnieuded  a  grant,  in  fee  simple,  of  116,000  square 
miles  of  territory  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  on  condition  that  he 
should  establish  a  colony  thereon,  and  furnish,  on  certain  terms 
soch  laborers  as  were  required  by  the  company  in  their  trade. 
This  was  opposed  by  a  number  of  the  proprietors,  but,  not- 
withstanding their  protest,  Lord  Selkirk  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  grant  which  is  described  as  follows  : — "  Beginning  at 
the  western  shores  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  at  a  point  on  52°  30' 
north  latitude,  and  thence  running  due  west  to  Lake  Winni- 
pegoosis,  otherwise  called  Lake  Winnipeg  :  thence  in  a  vS<^uth- 
erlv  <lirection  through  said  lake,  so  as  to  strike  its  western 
shore  in  latitude  52°  ;  thence  due  west  to  the  place  where  the 
parallel  52  intersects  the  western  branch  of  the  Red  River, 
otherwise  called  the  Assiniboine  River :  thence  due  south 
from  that  point  of  intersection  to  the  heights  of  land  which 
separate  the  waters  miming  into  the  Hudson's  Bay  from  those 
of  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi  Rivers ;  thence  in  an  east- 
^riy  direction  along  the  height  of  land  to  the  soui'ces  of  the 
River  Winnipeg,  meaning  by  such  last  named  river  the  prin- 
^^pal  brancli  of  the  watei's  which  unite  in  the  Lake  Saginagas : 
^ence  along  the  main  stream  of  those  waters,  and  the  middle 
Oi  the  several  lakes  through  which  they  flow,  to  the  mouth  of 
^^  Winnipeg  River,  and  thence  in  a  northerly  direction 
through  tlie  middle  of  I^ke  Winnipeg  to  the  place  of  begin- 
^^^^,  which  territory  is  culled  Assiniboia." 

The  grant  of  land  having  been  obtained,  Loitl  Selkirk  issued 
*  prospectus,  which,  being  well  calculated  to  (juicken  the  spint 
^*  emigration  prevailing  at  that  time,  was  circulatt^d  in  Ire- 
land and  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland.  The  scheme  was  to 
mduce  a  number  of  the  people  in  those  parts  to  Join  the 
^'ony  which  it  was  propostnl  to  estjiblish  in  the  North -West, 
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and  the  man  appointed  to  carry  it  out  wan  Captain  Miles 
Maedonell.  Stomoway  was  the  place  selected  for  the  aaseni- 
bling  of  the  colonists,  and  there,  in  May,  1811,  a  number  of 
Irish  and  Scotch  congregated  to  await  the  coming  of  the  ships 
in  which  they  were  to  embark  for  Hudson's  Bay.  The  vessels 
did  not  arrive  until  June,  and  by  that  time  a  number  of  the 
emigrants  had  become  dissatisfied  with  the  prospect  before 
them,  and  were  prepared  to  desert  When,  therefore,  the  day 
came  for  them  to  embark,  a  number  refused  to  go,  and  othem 
after  going  on  board,  demanded  to  be  put  on  shore. 

In  a  letter  addressed  by  Captain  Miles  Maedonell  to  Lord 
Selkirk,  on  the  4th  July,  1811,  he  complains  of  the  high  wages 
promised  to  some  of  the  colonists  by  the  captain  of  the  ship, 
and  on  the  25th,  writing  again  to  his  Lordship,  he  gives  some 
account  of  the  dissatisfaction  existing  among  them,  and  the 
causes  that  gave  rise  to  it.  He  blames  an  article  in  the  In- 
verness Journal,  which  was  circulated  in  the  Orknevs  and 

» 

Highlands,  and  which  he  describes  in  the  following  words: 
**  If  that  piece  originated  in  London,  I  should  expect  to  tind  iu 
it  more  candor,  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  regard  to 
truth  than  it  contains :  but  some  part  is  not  unlike  the  lan- 
guage that  was  held  out  thei-e  to  discourage  and  dissua<le 
people  from  emlmrking  in  the  enterprise." 

An  attempt  ha<l  evidently  l)een  made  by  intereste<l  partita 
on  shore  txj  sow  discontent  in  the  minds  of  the  emigrants,  the 
result  l)eing  that  a  numlx^r  refuse<l  to  go,  and  a  ceilain  Capt 
McKenzie,  whom  Maedonell  descrilM^s  as  a  mean  fellow,  xisite*! 
the  ships,  and  endeavoure<l  to  induce  othera  to  I'etum  to  shoiv 
But  he  was  not  allowed  on  lx)anl,  and,  as  his  boat  lay  alou)?- 
side  one  of  the  vt*ssels,  a  siiilor,  it  is  said,  dropixnl  a  iiine- 
|xjund    round  sliot  tlir()ugli   tlit^   liottom,  causing  the  gallant 
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captain  to  return  to  land  to  avoid  sinking.  The  irritated  Me- 
Kenzie  sent  a  challenge  to  Capt.  Roderick,  the  commander  of 
the  ship,  who  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  a  fair  wind  spring- 
ing up  in  the  night,  he  set  sail.  Miles  Macdonell,  in  his  letter 
to  Lord  Selkirk,  blames  the  customs  authorities  for  the 
trouble  that  took  place,  but  there  is  very  little  doubt  that 
those  opposed  to  the  colonization  sclieme  were  at  the  bottom 
of  it.  Macdonell  writes :  "  This,  my  Lord,  is  a  most  unfor- 
tunate business.  I  cannot  now  state  what  number  we  may  be 
able  to  take  along,  the  delay  for  these  last  two  days  by  the 
cuMt4)ii)s  house  has  occasioned  all  this,  and  the  manifest  part 
taken  by  the  collector,  his  friends  and  adherents,  against  this 
burinehs."  In  another  letter,  he  says :  "  Mra.  Reid,  wife  of  the 
collector  at  Stomoway,  is  aunt  to  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie, 
and  he  called  Captain  McKenzie,  is  married  to  a  daughter  of 
the  collector ;  these,  with  all  their  adherents,  are  in  a  united 
^position  to  Mr.  Robertson,  and  perhaps  influenced,  in  some 
<legree,  from  London  to  act  as  they  did."  It  would  seem, 
then,  from  this  that  the  North- West  Company  had  even  thus 
*wly  ill  the  day  endeavoured  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
^^Ti\  Selkirk's  enterprise. 

The  expe<lition,  however,  sailed  from  Stc^rnoway  on  the 
2<)th  July,  1811,  and  arrived  at  York  Factory  on  the  24th 
'^pteinber,  after  a  passage  of  61  days,  at  that  time  the  long- 
**^t  an<l  latest  ever  known  to  Hudson's  Bay.  In  a  letter  to 
^^J^l  Selkirk,  dated  the  1st  October,  Miles  Macdonell  writi^s  : 
*  forward  a  general  return  of  the  number  of  men,  effective 
•'^  non-effective,  according  to  the  lists  which  have  reaolied 
"'^-  by  this  your  Lordship  will  see  our  strength  at  one  view, 
and  fleticiency  from  non-appearance  and  desertion  :  our  total 
numbers  on  board  all  the  shijw  amount  only  to  1)0  la}K)rei's 
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and  15  writers,  including  Mr.  Bourke:  making  a  grand 
of  105,  exclusive  of  us  who  embarked  at  Gravesend" 
band  was  composed  of  people  from  Ireland,  Orkney  and 
gow,  the  latter,  it  appears,  being  the  most  turbulent  an 
satisfied. 

In  November,  Miles  Macdonell,  with  a  number  of  tlu 
gi'ants,  moved  to  a  point  on  the  Nelson  River,  about 
miles  from  its  mouth,  and  wintered  there  and  from  i 
counts  they  suffered  from  many  haniships,  through  iuj^ 
ency  of  provisions,  disease,  and  other  cause&  InsubonlL 
and  discontent  among  the  colonists  appeared,  and  the  I 
of  the  expedition  had  much  difficulty  in  quieting  them, 
evident  also  from  lettera  wntten  at  the  time  that  Mac 
looked  forward  to  troublesome  times  ahea<l,  an<l  he  dcx 
conceal  his  opinion  that  the  North-West  Company  woi 
all  in  their  {X)wer  to  destroy  the  pi'oposed  settlement  • 
Red  River.  He  thus  writes  on  25th  December  to  Mr.  W 
Auld,  the  Hu<lson's  Ba}'  Superinten<lent  at  York  Fa 
"  Were  we  to  form  a  judgment  of  all  Indians  by  the  ji 
inoffensive  and  d(K*ile  state  of  the  natives  in  the  viciu 
tlie  shores  of  Hudson's  Bav,  a  full  securitv  mii^ht  l>e  n 
in  their  frien<lship :  but  the  Ossinel^oine  nation,  into 
country   we  are  going,  are   n^presented   as  among  the 

warlike  Indians  of    North   America.     We  have  ah'ead^ 

• 

threatened  in  I^)n<lon  with  those  people  by  a  pei'S4:)i 
knows  them  well  (Sir  Alexander  McKenzie),  and  wh 
j)ledged  himself  in  the  most  uniM|uiv(X'al  and  decisive  n 
to  <>pjK)s«»  the  establislnnent  nf  this  colony  by  al)  nieans 
power.  The  L<)nd<»n  mt*rehants  connected  with  the  ! 
West  Company  ai-e  inimical  to  it,  and  T  have  reascm  to  < 
tliat  evei'v  means  tlM»  N.  W.  Co.  can  attempt  to  thwart 
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be  resorted  to — to  what  extent  their  influence  may  direct  the 
coDduct  of  the  nations  is  to  me  uncertain,  and  justifies  being 
on  our  ^ard  at  all  points." 

The  Glasgow  colonists  seem  to  have  given  Macdonell  the 
most  trouble  during  the  winter  and  following  spring,  and  he  ^ 
was  obliged  to  resort  to  harsh  meflsures  with  them,  but  on 
the  19th  June,  1812,  he  writes  to  Lord  Selkirk  as  follows: 
"1  am  happy  to  inform  your  Lorilship  that  the  insurgents 
have  at  length  come  to  tei-ms,  acknowledged  their  guilt,  and 
have  thrown  themselves  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  commit-^ 
tee,  so  that  none  of  them  shall  now  be  sent  home  for  the  affair 
of  the  12th  Februarj\  They  crossed  from  here  to  the  Fac^ 
ton'  on  24th  May,  ami  thought  the  ice  too  unsafe  to  return. 
Mr.  Auld  turned  them  out  of  the  factory,  and  refused  them 
provisions  until  they  surrendered  their  arms.  By  this  de- 
cisive conduct  towai-ds  them,  having  no  leader,  the  Glasgow 
writers,  Carswell,  Fisher  and  Brown,  l)eing  on  this  side  the 
river,  as  likewise  Mr.  Finlav,  who  had  remained  behind,  find- 
themselves  de-stitute  and  unsupported,  they  immediately  came 
^  a  proper  sense  of  their  situation  and  submitted.  This  is  so 
far  Well :  they  are,  however,  lost  to  us.  as  I  cannot  think  of 
takiii^r  any  of  them  to  Red  River  settlement." 

Thns  ended  the  insubordination  for  the  time  being,  and  be- 
'ore  leaving  their  quarters  on  the  Nelson  River,  Macdonell 
^'Jt  to  Lord  Selkirk,  samples  of  stone  and  sand  whicli  he 
'<>und  there  and  which  he  thus  describes:  ''Mr.  Bourke,  who 
^y  justlj'  claim  the  merit  of  the  discovery,  supposes  thoni  to 
^  of  the  most  valuable  kinds.  Diamonds,  nibies,  etc.,  etc., 
^  gold  dust.  Should  they  be  found  valuable  on  their  aiialy- 
•^^  Jniuiediate  advantage  ought  to  l)e  taken  of  it.  Your  Lonl- 
**"'?  might  obtain  a  grant  of  the  Nelson  with  a  mile  on  each 
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side  of  it,  from  the  H.  B.  Co.  I  have  enjoined  the  closMt 
secrecy  on  Mr.  Bourke,  and  no  person  here  has  the  least  id» 
of  the  matter.  We  may  make  further  important  discoverieB 
in  going  up."  Nothing  however,  came  of  this,  as  the  dia- 
monds and  rubies  did  not  prove  to  be  genuine. 

For  several  months  the  colonists  remained  at  York  Factory, 
having  returne<l  there  from  their  winter-quarters,  and  early 
in  July,  the  party,  now  much  diminished  in  numbers  from  one 
cause  or  another,  made  a  start  for  the  Red  River  country, 
arriving  thei'e  early  in  August.  The  men  who  composed  this 
band  of  pioneers,  were  picked  fifom  the  party  of  emigrants 
who  left  Stomoway,  in  July,  1811,  on  account  of  their  goal 
l)ehaviour  an<l  faithful  discharge  of  their  dutiea  They  were 
cliietly  men  fix)m  the  island  of  Lewis,  who,  although  not  hi 
any  way  exemptetl  from  the  trials  and  privations  undergone 
by  tlieir  companions,  yet,  thi-oughout  all  these  trying  times, 
exhibitetl  an  uncomiuerable  spirit  of  patient  endurance  and 
were  ever  ready  to  ol)ey  their  superiors.  Mr.  Auld,  the  sujH*r- 
inteiident,  did  not  overlook  this  exemplary  conduct,  for  on  the 
lii*st  o|>poi'tnnity  that  offeivd,  he  represent^l  these  men's  gowl 
Ivi'havioin*  to  the  committee,  and  that  honoi-able  body  present- 
ed, through  their  agents  in  Stornowa\',  each  of  their  jiarent* 
with  the  sum  of  five  jxmnds  sterling,  tvs  a  substantial  token  of 
their  rtj>pn)lmtion  of  the  young  nitMi's  meritw. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  tii-st  Imtch  of  Lord  Selkirk's  colonist*^ 
at  Red  River,  in  August.  1812,  tliey  were  met  by  a  i>arty  of 
enii)loyt\s  of  the  North-West  Company,  disguiseii  in  the  <lre^ 
of  Indians,  who  warneti  tlieni  that  they  were  unwelcome  vis 
itoi's.  Tlie  aj^pearanci'  and  nianner  of  the  Nor*-\Vesters  seenv 
e«l  to  Ih?  so  hostile  an«l  menacing,  that  the  settlers  becani* 
frightened  and  ready  to  adopt  any  proposition  ma<le  to  then 
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for  their  safety.  It  was  then  resolved  to  move  on  to  Pembina, 
to  which  place  the  disguised  Indians  offered  to  conduct  them. 
Accordingly,  the  Scotch  colonists,  already  nearly  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  were  obliged  to  undertake  another  journey, 
almost  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  the  Red  River,  and 
after  much  suffering  through  havintr  to  walk  the  entire  dis- 
tance, they  arrived  at  Pembina,  where  they  passed  the  winter 
in  tents  and  huts,  and  lived  on  the  products  of  the  chase.  In  • 
May,  1813,  they  returned  to  their  colony  on  the  Red  River, 
and  being  undisturbed,  commenced  the  labors  of  agriculture. 
For  some  time  the  North- West  Company  did  not  molest  them, 
and  they  succeeded  in  ei'ecting  buildings  and  establishing  a 
po8t,  which  was  named  Fort  Douglas,  but,  the  diflSculty  in 
procuring  suflScient  food,  dread  of  the  winter,  and  a  desire  to 
husband  their  seed  for  another  year,  caused  them  to  return 
voluntarily  to  Pembina,  in  the  Autumn  of  1813. 

Early  in  1813,  Lord  Selkirk  visited  Ireland,  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  colonists  for  his  settlement  on  the  Red  River,  and 
in  June,  a  party  of  Irish  emigrants  for  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  serN'ice,  with  several  newly  married  couples  and 
young  men  from  the  western  islands  of  Scotland,  left  Sligo. 
^0  desertions  took  place  this  season,  but  a  mutiny  occurred 
during  the  voyage,  which  came  near  being  successful.  The 
^"utineers  intended  seizing  the  captain  and  crew,  and  taking 
^e  ship  and  cargo  to  some  port  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of 
^cm,  but  their  conspiracy  being  discovered,  its  accomplish- 
inent  was  prevented,  the  conspirators  overpowered  and  the 
^Wp  reached  York  Factory  in  safety,  during  the  montli  of 
August     A  Mr.  Owen  Keveny*  had  been  placed  in  charge  of 

*  Mr.  Ke?tD«7  returned  to  the  North- Weet  from  Ireland,  in  the  fall  of  1815,  and  the  follow - 
iif  jeir,  wm  kUled  by  an  Indian,  his  bmtal  conduct  to  the  inen  under  his  charjfe,  being  the 
which  led  to  the  murder. 
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this  party  by  Lord  Selkirk,  and  he,  it  is  said,  was  soniewl 
of  a  martinet  in  dealing  with  the  colonists,  but.  judging  fn 
the  conduct  of  a  few  of  them  during  the  voyage,  it  would  j 
pear  as  if  the  strictest  discipline  was  necessarj'. 

We  must  now  refer  to  Mr.  or  rather.  Father  Bourke.  wh< 
we  have  already  mentioned  as  the  indivi<Iual  who  found  i 
supposed  <liamonds  and  rubies  at  the  Nelson  encampment. 
1812.  It  seems  that  he  did  not  accompany  the  first  party 
Red  River,  but  retumeil  to  Ireland,  when  Miles  Macdoi 
wrote  of  liim  as  follows :  "  To  Mr.  Bourke,  I  have  grant 
leave  to  go  home  at  his  own  desire  and  enclose  his  letter, 
was  only  an  encumbrance  to  me,  irregular  and  eccentric  in 
conduct  as  a  clergA'man.  He  ha«  no  sway  over  his  flock,  a 
religion  is  turned  to  ridicule  among  strangers.  If  he  can 
any  good  to  the  colony  in  Ireland,  it  is  well  :  as  a  priest, 
can  l)e  of  no  service  here.  jMirticularly  in  the  infancy  of  t 
settlement:  and  I  ho])e  Your  L<jr<l.ship  will  not  be  in  hai^tf 
send  liini  out  to  us." 

But  it  would  seem  as  if  Father  Bourke  accomjwuieil  t 
second  party  of  emigi-ants  in  1818,  and  it  is  said  marries 
couple  on  that  <x*casion  at  York  Factory.  He  however 
turned  in  the  ship  that  bi-ought  him  out.  and  never  wt 
further  inland  than  the  encampment  on  Nelson  River,  vet 
had  the  oretlit  of  b<Mng  the  tii*st  minister  of  ivligion  from  t 
British  Isles  who  ever  set  foot  on  the  shores  of  Hudson  Bay 

In  ()ctolM*r,  1818,  Mr.  Kevenev  arrived  at  Re<I  River  vri 
his  party  and  consigne*!  his  charge  to  Miles  McDonell.  It  i- 
singular  coincidence  that  the  second  batch  of  emigrants  ha*! 
make  theii*  way  to  Fniibina  like  the  first,  almost  inmR»<liHtt 
after  xhr'w  an-jvai  at  Fort  Douglas.  Provisions  had  ^^ 
scarce  previous  to  their  coming,  but  their  pi*est^nce  made  ii»* 
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ere  worse,  and  so  the  whole  colony  proceeded  south  to  their 
rinter-tjuarters.  The  winter  proved  a  hard  one,  and  although 
u  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  North-West  Company,  it  must 
ye  said  that  they  assisted  the  settlers  with  food,  and  in  other 
urays  the  sufferings  of  the  new  comera  were  very  great.  So 
uuch  80,  that  they  resolved  never  to  return  to  Pembina  again. 

In  the  meantime,  Loi-d  Selkirk  was  busy  at  home  securing 
'resh  emigrants  for  his  colony,  and  about  that  time  the  Duch- 
as  of  Sutherland  commenced  the  cruel  policy  of  driving  many 
)f  her  tenants  from  their  once  happy  homes  to  make  room  for 
r-xtensive  sheep- tracts.  A  number  of  these  unhappy  i)eople 
wer^  induced  to  join  the  Selkirk  colony,  and  in  the  Summer 
)f  1818,  sailed  from  Stromness  for  Hudson's  Bay.  During  the 
voyage,  fever  broke  out  among  the  passengers,  and  when 
they  arrived  at  their  destination,  the  party  of  Scotch  emi- 
grants wei^e  in  a  dreadful  condition,  and  utterly  unfit  to 
anderj^o  the  overland  journey  to  Red  River,  many  of  them 
lj*ing  before  and  after  landing,  and  the  remainder  being  so 
ft'orn  out  with  sickness,  were  obliged  to  remain  at  the  Bay 
the  whole  of  the  following  winter.  From  all  accounts  it 
H'ould  appear  that  these  poor  people  were  not  properly  cared 
for  by  the  agents  of  Lord  Selkirk,  and  that  the  food  and  shel- 
^r  provided  were  totally  inadequate  for  their  comfort  or  pro- 
^tiou  from  the  severities  of  the  weather.  After  spending  a 
^<^t  miserable  winter  at  i'hurchill  and  York  Factory,  the  sur- 
^'ivors  of  this  third  batch  of  emigrants  started  in  the  sunnner 
jf  1814.  for  Red  River,  arriving  there  early  in  autuuni.  A 
^^*w  (lays  after  their  arrival,  each  head  of  a  family  was  put  in 
P^*>se«8ion  of  100  acres  of  land,  but  tliere  were  neither  imple- 
^^nt«  to  till  the  soil,  nor  a  sufficiencv  of  foixl  to  be  had. 

Ad(le<l  to  this  the  settlement  was  on  the  eve  of  a  series  of 
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disturbances  which  shortly  afterwards  resulted  in  the  destriK- 
tion  of  the  colony  by  the  8er^'ant8  of  the  North-Wot 
Company. 

It  seems  that  a  few  months  before  the  arrival  of  this  last 
batch  of  emigi^ants,  Mr.  Miles  McDonell,  who  had  been  appoint* 
e<l  Governor  by  Loni  Selkirk,  issue<i  the  following  proclama' 
tion  : 

Whereas  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Earl  of  Selkirk  is 
anxious  to  provide  for  the  families  at  present  forming  settle- 
ments on  his  lands  at  Red  River  with  those  on  the  wav  to  it, 
passing  the  winter  at  York  and  Churchill  Forts,  in  Hudsons 
Bay,  as  also  those  who  are  expected  to  arrive  next  autumn, 
I'enders  it  a  necessary  and  indispensable  part  of  mj'  duty  to 
pi-ovide  for  thefr  support.  In  the  yet  uncultivated  state  of 
the  countrv,  the  ordinarv  i-esources  derived  from  the  butfalo 
and  other  \\'ild  animals  hunteil  within  the  territon',  are  not 
deemetl  nioiv  than  adequate  for  the  repuisite  supply. 

Whereiis  it  is  hereby  oi-dei-ed,  that  no  person  trading  fure 
or  pi-ovisions  within  the  territory  for  the  Honorable  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  or  the  Xorth-West  Company,  or  any  indi\*idtial, 
or  unconnecteii  traders,  or  pei-sons  whatever,  shall  take  any 
provisions,  either  of  flesh,  tish,  gi-ain.  or  vegetable,  procured  or 
i-aiseii  within  the  said  temtor}*,  by  water  or  land  carriage,  for 
one  twelvemonth  hx>m  the  date  hereof :  save  and  except  what 
may  be  judgeil  necessj\ry  for  the  trading  parties  at  this  pre- 
sent time  within  the  territory,  to  carry  them  to  their  respec- 
tive destinations;  and  who  may, on  due  application  to  me. 
obtain  a  license  for  the  same. 

The  pi^ovisions  procureil  and  raised  as  above  shall  be  taken 
for  the  use  of  the  colonv  :  and  that  no  loss  mav  accrue  to  the 
parties  concerned,  they  will  l>e  paid  for  by  British  bills  at  the 
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Afitomar}^  ratea  And  be  it  hereby  further  made  known,  that 
irhoeoever  shall  be  detected  in  attempting  to  convey  out,  or 
ibill  aid  and  assist  in  carrying  out,  or  attempting  to  carry  out, 
Miy  provisions  prohibited  as  above,  either  by  water  or  land, 
riudl  be  taken  into  custody,  and  prosecuted  as  the  laws  in  such 
eiMs  direct,  and  the  provisions  so  taken,  as  well  as  any  goods 
•nd  chattels,  of  what  nature  soever,  which  may  be  taken  along 
with  them,  and  also  the  craft,  carriages  and  cattle,  instrumen- 
tal in  conveying  away  the  same  to  any  part  but  to  the  settle- 
ment on  Red  River,  shall  be  forfeited. 
**  Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  Daer  (Pembina) 
the  8th  day  of  January,  1814 

(Signed)  Miles  McDonell,  Governor. 
By  onler  of  the  Governor. 

(Signed)  John  Spencer,  Secretary. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  Red  River 
Wto  likely  at  any  time  to  become  the  only  base  of  supplies  for 
the  people  of  the  North- West  Company,  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  fur  trade,  it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  that  the  foregoing 
pit)chunation  excited  the  bitterest  feelings  on  their  part 
mjiingt  the  Scotch  settlers,  added  to  which,  Mr.  McDonell  had 
pUce<l  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  colonists,  and  was  drilling 
them  r^ularly  as  soldiers.  For  a  time  after  this  one  distur- 
Unce  followed  another  as  the  governor  endeavoured  to  en- 
fcree  the  provisions  of  his  proclamation,  and  although  blood- 
**herl  was  happily  averted,  the  condition  of  the  colony  grew 
^rjree  day  by  day. 

Several  seizures  of  provisions  from  the  North- West  Com- 
pany were  made  by  orders  of  McDonell,  and  at  last,  when  their 
tn^lers  from  the  interior,  on  their  way  to  Foi-t  William,  ar- 
rive*! at  Red  River  there  were  no  provisions  to  carry  them  on 

K 
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their  journey  to  their  destination.  It  would  not  have  been 
sui'prising  if  they  had  endeavoured  to  take  by  force  the  sup- 
plies which  were  stored  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  foft» 
and  which  properly  belonged  to  them,  as  McDondl  had  seized 
them  without,  as  they  considered,  any  authority,  but  instetd 
of  this  they  made  an  arrangement  with  him  by  which  they 
secured  sufficient  to  take  the  brigades  to  Fort  William.  Here 
the  council  of  the  North- West  Couipany  discussed  the  whole 
situation,  and  it  was  learned  that  not  only  had  McDooeD 
seized  their  provisions,  but  he  had  sent  out  directions  to  the 
different  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  posts  to  eject  the  Xor'- 
Westers  and  destiw  their  Ijuildings. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  notices  said  to  have  been  sent 
out  by  McDonell : — 

"  You  must  give  them  (the  North- West  Company),  solemn 
warning  that  the  land  belongs  to  the  Hudvson's  Bay  Company, 
and  that  they  nmst  remove  from  it :  after  this  warning  they 
should  not  be  allowe<l  to  cut  any  timber  either  for  building  or 
fuel.  What  they  have  cut  ought  to  bt»  openly  and  forcibly 
seized,  and  their  bulMiiigs  <lestroyed.  In  like  manner  they 
shouhl  ))e  warned  not  to  fish  in  your  waters,  and  if  they  put 
down  nets  seize  them,  as  you  would  in  England  those  of  * 
{xmcher.  We  are  so  fully  advised  by  the  unimpeachable  val- 
idity of  the  rights  of  property  that  there  can  be  no  scruple  in 
enforcing  them,  whenever  you  have  the  physical  means.  I* 
they  make  forcible  resistance,  they  are  acting  illegally, and  ai* 
responsil)le  for  the  consequeiiees  of  what  they  do,  while  y^ 
are  safe,  so  loiiir  as  von  take  onlv  the  rt»jisonable  and  nece!**'^ 
means  of  enforcing  that  which  is  right." 

No  stronirer  <leclarati<>n  of  war  could  have  Wen  fninietl  tlian 
the  alM>ve.  and   the  council  of  the  North- West  Conijiany  "^ 
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ided  to  resist,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  any  violence  or 
ncroachments  on  the  part  of  theii*  opponents.  It  was  further 
greed  to  cause  the  arrest  under  the  Act  43,  George  III.,  of 
diles  McDonell,  and  his  secretary,  Spencer,  for  what  they  had 
Jready  done,  and  Mr.  Duncan  Cameron  was  entrusted  with 
he  warrant  for  their  apprehension. 

Some  idea  of  the  feelings  and  intentions  of  the  North- West 
^mpany  about  this  time  may  be  judged  from  a  letter  written 
)y  Mr.  Alexander  McDonell,  who  was  associated  with  Mr. 
^^ameron  at  the  time,  and  who  afterwards  sent  down  the  party 
)f  half-breeds,  whose  action  at  Fort  Douglas  caused  the  death 
>f  Governor  Semple.  The  letter  is  dated  August  5th,  1814, 
md  is  addressed  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Wm.  McGillivray. 

"  You  see  myself  and  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Cameron,  so  far 
)n  our  way  to  commence  open  hostilities  against  the  enemy. 
Much  is  expected  from  us.  One  thing  certain  is  that  we  will 
lo  our  best  to  defend  what  we  consider  our  rights  in  the  inter- 
or.  Nothing  but  the  complete  downfall  of  the  colony  will 
wtisfy  some,  by  fair  or  foul  means — a  most  desirable  object  if 
it  can  be  effected.  So  here  is  at  them,  with  all  my  heart  and 
mergy." 

In  the  meantime  the  settlers  became  much  dissatisfied  with 
^eir  lot,  but  bravely  bore  up  against  their  diflSculties,  and  in 
■he  spring  of  1815  had  resumed  their  agricultural  labors,  and 
^^T^  cherishing  the  hope  of  future  peace  and  a  prosperous 
'Ummer.  But  in  the  midst  of  this  calm,  which  certainly  pre- 
yed a  storm,  Mr.  Cameron  arrived  from  Fort  William  and 
-ndeavoured  to  put  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  McDonell  into 
force.  A  fight  ensued,  in  which  several  were  injured  and  a 
■f-  Warren  killed,  when  Governor  McDonell  to  avoid  further 
Woodshed,  surrendered  himself  as  a  prisoner. 


176  HISTOKY   OF  THE   NORTH-WEST. 

After  his  arrest,  Mr.  James  Sutherland  was  left  in  charge, 
and  when  that  gentleman  saw  that  the  colony  was  utterly  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Nor'- Westers,  he  and  Sui^ecMi  James  White, 
who  was  afterwards  killed  in  the  Semple  tragedy,  signed  the 
following  agreement  on  the  25th  June,  1815 : — 

Articles  of  Agreement  entered  into  between  the  Half-Breed 
Indians  of  the  Indian  Territory,  on  one  part,  and  the 
Honorable  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  other,  ntz.  : 

1.  All  settlers  to  retire  immediately  from  this  river,  and  no 

appearance  of  a  colony  to  remain. 

2.  Peace  and  amity  to  subsist  between  all  parties,  traders, 

Indians,  and  freemen  in  future  throughout  these  two 
rivei-8,  and  on  no  account  is  any  peraon  to  be  molested  in 
his  lawful  pui"8uit8. 

8.  The  Honorable  Hudson's  Bay  Company  will,  as  customary, 
enter  this  river  with,  if  they  think  pix)per,  three  to  four 
of  the  former  trading  boats,  and  from  four  to  five  men 
per  boat,  as  usual. 

4.  Whatever  former  ilisturbance  has  taken  place  between 

l)oth  parties,  that  is  to  say,  the  Honorable  Hudson's  Bay 
Conii)any  and  the  Half-Breeds  of  the  Indian  Territoty, 
to  be  totally  forgot,  anil  not  to  be  recalled  by  either 
party. 

5.  Every  ])ei'son   retiring  peaceably  from  the  river  imme- 

diately, shall  not  he  molested  in  their  passage  out. 

G.  'ilie  peo{)le  {wissing  the  summer  for  the  Honorable  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  shall  not  remain  in  the  buildings 
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of  the  colony,  but  shall  retire  ta  Some  other  spot  where 
they  will  establish  for  the  purpose  of  trade. 


Chiefs  of  the  Half -Breeds. 


and 


For  Hudson  8  Bay  Company 


'CuTHBERT  Grant, 
Bastonnois  Pangman, 
Wm.  Shaw, 
BoNHOMME  Montour. 

'James  Sutherland, 

Chief  Factor, 

James  White, 

Surgeon. 


The  result  of  Cameron  s  attack  on  Fort  Douglas  was  the  de- 
letion of  the  settlers'  houses,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the 
^ony.  Some  of  the  colonists  entered  the  service  of  the  Hud- 
^n  8  Bay  Company ;  others  repaired  to  Jack  River,  on  Lake 
"innipeg,  one  or  two  returned  to  York  Factory,  a  few  re- 
*"wned,  and  about  fifty  families  were,  at  their  own  solicita- 
^<>n,  conveyed  to  Canada  by  the  North- West  Company,  and 
*4n<leil  at  York,  now  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  it  seemed  for  the 
Millie  being  as  if  Lord  Selkirk's  colony  was  at  an  end.  Gov- 
^or  McDonell  and  his  secretary,  Spencer,  were  never  brought 
^  trial,  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  hope  of  obtaining  a  convic- 
won  ajrainst  them  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
^^  the  prosecution  was  dropped. 


CHAPTER  XL 

CONTEST  BETWTEEX  THE   HUDSON'S  BAY  AND  NORTH-WE 

COMPANIES. 

The  Hudson  8  Bay  Company  now  interposed,  and 
their  protection,  the  Scotch  settlers  were  brought  back 
Jack  River  to  Fort  Douglas,  but  their  trials  and  viciss 
were  not  at  an  end.  On  the  5th  November,  1815,  a  fresh 
of  emigrants  arrived,  having  left  Stromness  on  the  pn 
15th  June,  and,  like  their  predecessors,  the  colonists  foun 
no  preparation  had  l)een  made  for  their  reception.  Inst 
a  thriving  settlement,  they  found  houses  in  ruins,  and  a 
of  desolation,  whei*e  they  expected  to  see  a  prosperous 
munitv,  but  woi'se  than  all,  there  was  no  food  to  feed 
and  in  consequence,  they  had  to  continue  their  joun 
company  with  those  who  had  returned  from  Jack  River, 
cold  and  snow,  to  Pembina.  Here  thev  set  to  work  to 
rude  huts  to  shelter  themselves,  but  in  a  month  or  so  they 
leave  these  temjx)raiy  houses,  and  journey  to  the  plains 
hope  of  procuring  fcxxl,  there  being  a  scarcity  of  provisi 
Pembina,  and  no  means  of  prtxjuring  any  near  that 
These  unfortunate  people  had  to  journey  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  Jis  they  were  ill-pn 
with  suitable  clothes  to  protect  their  persons  from  thi 
they  suffered  dreadfully.  Meeting  with  a  party  of  hi 
they  remained  with  them  during  the  winter,  performing] 
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work  as  they  were  capable  of  doing,  in  return  for  which  they 
were  fed  and  sheltered  until  the  spring,  when  they  returned 
to  Pembina,  and  from  thence  descended  the  Red  River  by 
water  in  April  to  Fort  Douglas.  They  then  began  to  culti- 
vate the  8oil,  and  everything  appeared  propitious  to  their  be- 
coming comfortably  settled  in  their  new  home,  when,  on  the 
l^h  June,  1816,  an  event  happened  which  once  more  brought 
desolation  to  the  colony. 

The  high-handed  proceedings  of  Miles  McDonell,  and  the 
subsequent  aggressive  policy  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  created 
very  bitter  feelings  between  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
*nd  North- West  Companies,  and  several  collisions  took  place, 
J^ting  in  loss  of  life  and  property  on  both  sides.  Lord  Sel- 
kirk's policy  was  to  extend '  the  trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  into  distant  parts  hitherto  monopolized  by  the  rival' 
Canadian  association,  and  for  this  purpose  he,  in  1814,  de- 
spatched a  Mr.  James  Sutherland  to  Montreal  to  engage 
•gents  there  for  the  prosecution  of  this  new  departure  in 
^fading.  Mr.  Colin  Robertson  was  induced  to  enter  the  ser- 
ies, and  to  him  Lord  Selkirk  entrusted  the  chief  manage- 
nient  of  the  undertaking.  French-Canadians,  who  had  been 
cmployfe  of  the  North- West  Company,  were  engaged  instead 
^^  Orkney  men,  and  in  May,  1815,  a  brigade  of  twentj'-two 
*^oe8,  manned  by  these  veteran  voyageurs,  left  Lachine, 
*^^^d  for  the  north.  At  Jack  River  they  took  on  the  supplies 
'^hich  had  been  brought  from  York  Factory  and  stored  there, 
**rf  then  forming  into  different  bands,  they  proceeded,  some  to 
^ttabasca  district,  others  to  the  Lesser  and  Greater  Slave 
**ke8,  and  a  third  party,  under  command  of  Mr.  Clarke,  who 
^^  one  of  Mr.  Astor's  partners  in  the  Pacific  Fur  Company 
'^ent  up  the  Peace  River.     This  first  attempt  to  penetrate  the 
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northem  districta  was,  however,  only  partly  success 
to  the  lateness  of  the  season  when  the  brigades  rea 
destination,  and  the  lack  of  provisions,  which,  owi 
.opposition  of  the  North-West  Company,  the  new  o 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  Indians. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Robert  Semple  was  appoi 
ernor-in-chief  of  the  noi-them  department,  and  wa* 
with  powers  far  exceeding  those  conferred  on  any  c 
decessors  in  office,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  folloi^Hn] 
taken  from  resolutions  passed  by  the  stock hold< 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  19th  May,  1815. 

These  are  the  extracts  : 

First — That  there  shall  be  appointed  a  Govemor-in-chief  i 
who  shall  have  parAinount  authority  over  the  whole  of  the  t 
Hudson's  Bay. 

Secondly — That  the  Governor,  with  any  two  of  his  Coui 
competent  to  form  a  Council  for  the  administration  of  justice 
ercise  of  the  |)ower  vested  in  them  by  charter. 

Thirdly—  That  the  Governor  of  Assiniboia,  and  the  Govern 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  wiih  any  two  of  the 
Councils,  shall  have  the  same  ])ower  ;  but  their  power  shall  b 
while  the  Govemor-in-chief  is  actually  present  for  judicial  pu 

Fourthly — That  a  sheriff  be  appointed  for  each  of  the  dii 
siniboia  and  Moose,  and  one  for  the  remainder  of  the  com 
tory,  for  the  execution  of  all  such  processes  as  shall  be  direc 
according  to  law. 

Fifthly — That  in  the  case  of  death,  or  absence  of  any  ( 
Sheriff,  the  Governor-in-chief  shall  appoint  a  person  to  do  th 
office  till  the  pleasure  of  the  comp^iny  be  known. 

In  the  spring  of  181(),  Governor  Semple,  while  o 
inspection  visiting  tlu*  diti'erent  i)asts  of  the  conip; 
Mr.  Colin  Robertson  in  chart^e  at  Fort  l)ou<^liis,  and 
tleman,  Ix^int^  a  thorouirh  fur  tratler,  at  once  deb 
declare  open  war  a<xainst  the  servants  of  the  North- 
pany  in  his  vicinity.     His  efioi-ts  were  particular 
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against  Mr.  Duncan  Cameix)n,  who  had  caused  the  arrest  of 
Miles  McDonell,  and  on  the  1 7th  March  an  attack  was  made 
OQ  Fort  Gibraltar,  the  headquarters  of  the  Nor'- Westers,  where 
Mr.  Cameron  was  stationed.  That  gentleman  and  all  his  clerks 
were  taken  prisoners  and  placed  in  confinement,  much  to  their 
»urpri.se,  as  the  assault  made  on  them  was  entirely  unexpected. 
The  Xorth-West  Company's  express  bearing  the  mail  from 
Fort  William  was  captured,  the  letters  confiscated,  and  all  the 
Arms,  goods,  and  furs  in  Fort  Gibraltar  taken  possession  of. 
Mr.  Cameron  protested  strongly  against  these  high-handed 
pn)ceeding8,  and  demanded  restoration  of  the  fort  and  other 
property,  but  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Robertson  that  as  Gibraltar 
was  the  key  of  the  Red  River,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
was  resolved  to  keep  it  at  all  hazards.  A  force  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son's men  fully  armed  was  stationed  at  the  sjwt  to  guard  the 
prisoners  and  prevent  the  place  from  being  re-taken,  and  at- 
tacks were  then  made  on  other  stations  belonging  to  the  North- 
W'est  Company,  and  their  servants  driven  from  their  homes. 
PjX)perty  belonging  to  the  Canadians  was  confiscated  right 
*nj  left,  and  for  a  time  the  power  of  the  Nor'- Westers  seemed 
to  be  broken  in  that  part  of  the  countiy.  An  attempt  was 
^^'^n  made  to  capture  the  X.  W.  Post  at  Qu'Appelle,  but 
without  success,  and  Mr.  Alexander  McDonell,  who  was  in 
"^arge,  determineii  to  resent  the  insult  and  repair  the  losses  in- 
"*cte(l  upon  his  company,  as  he  realized  the  importance  of  the 
*t<^p  taken  by  Mr.  Robertscm,  and  the  disasti-ous  efiect  it  woul<l 
"*ve  on  the  whole  inland  trade  of  his  company  unless  it  was 
^"^arted.  Fort  Douglaw  lieing  armed  with  artillery,  and  «itu- 
ated  close  to  the  river  bank,  commanded  a  position  which  would 
enable*  the  Hudson's  Bay  t^ompany  to  intercept  all  inteivourse 
•^y  Hater  between  Fort  William  and  "tfw  interior  posts.     It  was 
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thei*efore  of  the  utmost  importance  to  regain  possession  of  Fo 
Gibraltar,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  be  sent  messengei 
to  the  North-West  agents  on  the  Saskatchewan  and  Swi 
Rivers  to  send  him  a  force  of  men  for  the  purpose.  His  a 
peal  for  assistance  met  with  a  favorable  response,  and  a  noi 
ber  of  men,  chiefly  French  half-breeds,  were  sent  to  him.  B 
Mr.  Robertson,  hearing  of  this  force  collected  to  attack  him, 
once  tore  down  Fort  Gibraltar,  and  then  left  the  Red  Riv 
for  York  Factory,  taking  Mr.  Cameron  with  him  as  prison- 
•  and  Governor  Seinple,  returning  from  his  trip,  took  comuia] 
at  Fort  Dougla«.  Mr.  McDonell  had  learned  that  a  brigade 
Noi-th-West  boats  was  expected  to  arrive  in  the  Red  Rh 
about  the  20th  June,  and  as  he  knew  that  the  Hudson's  B 
Company  were  in  a  position  to  intercept  and  probably  capti 
the  supplies,  he  undei'took  to  send  a  party  to  open  coinmui 
cation  by  land  lx?tween  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  stations  on  t 
Assiniboine.  For  this  purjx)se  a  band  of  about  sixty  ha 
breeds  and  Indians  on  hoi"seback  was  sent  with  instructions 
pjiss  at  a  distance  lx*hind  Fort  Douglas,  which  no  doubt  w 
the  pi-ogramme  intended  by  Mr.  McDonell,  and  was  the  wis* 
coui-se  to  pureue,  l:)ecause  any  attempt  to  take  the  stronghold 
tht*  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  strongly  fortified  as  itwas.wou 
have  lK»en  a  Uvseloss  sacrifice  of  life.  One  section  of  McDonel 
men  sucet*eded  in  passini^  Fort  Douglas  unperceived.  ami 
once  nui<le  an  assault  on  the  settlers'  houses  along  the  riv 
The  secon<l  section,  however,  when  passing  the  fort  on  t 
lJ>th  June.  181  (),  was  discovered  by  (iovemor  Semple  and  I 
n^en,  who.  supjHjsing  that  it  was  either  an  attack  on  the  sett 
nient  or  a  paity  going  to  join  the  expect-el  briga<le  from  F<^ 
William,  M't  the  fort  with  al>out  twentv-seven  of  his  follow* 
to  ni(»et   tile   Xor'-\Vt»stei>i.  and  on  coming  up  to  them,  ang 
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words  pasHetl,  followed  immediately  by  the  discharge  of  Hre- 

•mis  ind  a  general  fight  between  the  two  parties.     Governor 

Semple  was  wounded,  and  several  of  his  men  killed  at  the 

▼eiy  oomHiencement,  and  afterwards  a  slaughter  of  nearly  the 

whde  of  the    Hudson's   Bay  Company   people    took    placet 

twenty-one  of  them  being  either  slain  outright  or  wounded. 

Difirent  versions  of  who  fired  the  first  shot  have  been  given, 

bat  the  exact  truth  of  the  matter  will  never  be  known.     Gov- 

enior  iSeiuple  s  party  was  composed  of  raw  and  inexperienced 

men,  mostly  youths  utterly  unable  to  cope  with  the  fierce  half- 

bneiis  and  Indians  opposed  to  them,  and  this  no  doubt  ac- 

cuonts  for  the  large  number  killed  on  the  side  of  the  Hudson's 

Biv  Company  people,  while  the  Nor'- Westers  only  lost  one 

■iw  killed  and  another  wounded.     Governor  Semple,  although 

wjt  nH)rtally  injured  in  the  fight,  was  afterwards  shot  dead  by 

•n  Indian,  and  many  of  the  killed  were  barbarously  treateil  by 

the  half-breeds  and  savages,  although   Mr.  Cuthbert  Grant, 

^ho  conmianded  the  party,  did  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  any 

w»<liie  cruelty  on  the  part  of  his  men.     After  the  death  of 

•*^iple  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of   the  settlers, 

"xiKt  of  whom  had  crowdeii  into  the  fort,  to  resist  any  further 

•tUck  on  the  part  of   the  Nor -Westers,  but  having  heanl  of 

•  movement  of  armed  men  to  reinforce  Grant,  and  fearing 

^W  they  could  not  hold   out   against   large  numbers,  they 

***uilly  agrees!  to  capitulate,  and  Mr.  Alex.  McDonell,  who  took 

^nai^jv  on  the  death  of  Semple,  gave  up  Fort  Douglas  to  the 

•^orth-West  Company,  taking,  however,  an  inventory  of  all  it 

^•ntAiiH^l.  for  which  he  receive<l  a  receipt  fi*on»  Mr.  (inint. 

Tht*  settlers  now  looked  u[K>n  their  pro8j>ect  of  success  in 
^hf  e<»lony  h»  almost  hopeless,  and  eml>arking  on  boat*^  fur- 
'»i**h«f«l  ]»v  the  Nor -Westers,  thev  Ixade  adieu  to  the  settlenient 
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ami   ])r(K'('(Ml('(l   to  Jack  Kivcr,  when'   iiiost  of  them  rriiiaiu»:^» 
until  the  following  year,  when  they  returned  to  Red  River 
under  the  protection  of    Lonl  Selkirk  and  his  company  ol 
Meui\)ns. 

<  While  these  contests  between  the  servants  of  the  two  eom- 
panies  were  taking  place  on  the  Red  River,  the  same  spirit  d 
antagonism  was  shown  in  carrying  on  the  trade  of  the  interior, 
and  in  the  far  west  and  north,  outrages  on  each  other  wererf 
freciuent  occurrence.  The  worst  feature,  however,  was  the 
employment  of  Indians,  chiefly  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Gora- 
pany ,  to  attack  the  fur  posts  of  their  rivals,  and  so  bitter  did 
this  mode  of  warfare  become  that  it  finally  interfered  to  a 
great  extent  with  the  profitable  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade. 

During  the  winter  of  1815  16,  Lord  Selkirk  paid  a  visit  to 
Montreal,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  recruits  for  his  service, 
an<l  it  appears  that  overtures  were  then  nmde  to  him  by  the 
North- West   people,  for   a   coalition  of   the   two  companiea 
These  advances  were,  however,  scouted  by  the  Earl  who  no 
doubt,  at  that  time,  saw  his  way  to  force  his  rivals  to  retire 
from  the  field.     Not  only  did  he  engage  a  large  number  of 
voyageui-s,  but  he  also  enlisted  about  100  veterans  who  had 
.served  in  de  Meuron's  regiment  and  acte<l  as  mercenaries  in 
the  French  army  during  the  war  in  Spain.     They  were,  from 
all  accounts,  a  reckless  and  licentious  set  of  men,  ready  touB- 
dertake  any  enterprise  of  doubtful  character,  so  long  as  they 
were  i)ai(l  for  it.     The  employment  of  these  soldiers  and  the 
activity  display e<l  by  Lord  Selkirk  in  sending  off  brigades  of 
canoes  to  reinforce  his  traders  in  the  far  north,  causeil  the 
North-West  (^jmi)any  to  become  exceedingly  apprehensive  of 
the  ruinous  eonvse(|Uences  likely  to  ensue  to  their  ti'ade,  and  in 
Februarv,  IHIU,  thev  atldressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretarv  of 
State  on  the  subject. 
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In  this  letter  they  say :  "  We  do  not  presume  to  point  out 
the  particular  proceeding  which  in  this  case  would  be  satis- 
factoiy  to  ourselves.  Our  sole  object  is  to  put  an  end  to 
violence  and  bloodshed,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  in 
the  discussion  to  which  such  proceedings  must  give  rise,  the 
interests  of  His  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  will  at  least 
meet  with  as  favorable  consideration  as  those  of  their  op- 
ponents." 

On  the  1st  March  following,  they  addressed  another  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  which  the  following  extract  is 
taken :  "  We  do  not  venture  to  suggest  the  remedy  it  maj''  be 
in  their  power,  or  may  appear  eligible  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
enunent,  to  provide  in  this  case,  but  we  are  certain,  if  some 
Pleasures  be  not  adopted  to  define,  without  delay,  the  limits, 
power  and  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  a  contest 
will  ensue  in  the  interior,  the  results  of  which  will  be  dread- 
fol,  with  respect  to  the  loss  of  lives  and  property." 

These  appeals  to  the  Home  Government,  however,  went  un- 
heeded as  far  as  any  action  being  taken,  and  Lord.  Selkirk, 
^ying  dispatched  his  brigades  of  canoes  from  Lachine,  soon 
*fter  followed  with  his  force  of  de  Meurons,  fully  armed  and 
quipped  for  service.  He,  himself,  was  appointed  Justice  of 
^e  Peace  for  the  Indian  Territories,  and  for  Upper  Canada,  a 
Potion  which  added  much  to  his  power  and  authority. 

One  of  his  Lordship's  brigades  of  canoes  was  commanded  by 
Miles  McDonell,  the  ex-governor  of  Assiniboia,  and  this  gentle- 
'''Wto  on  arriving  at  Lake  Winnipeg  heard  for  the  first  time  of 
^  unhappy  event  resulting  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Semple,  which 
*^  taken  place  on  the  19th  June.  He  at  once  retraced  his 
•^*  to  Lake  Superior,  and,  meeting  Lord  Selkirk  at  Sainte 
*^e,  informed  him  of  the  circumstance,  and,  as  might  be  ex- 
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pected,  the  infonnation  did  not  tend  to  improve  his  Lordd 
feelings  toward  the  North-West  Company.  At  the  tinw 
was  waiting  at  Sainte  Marie  for  an  expected  addition  k 
forces,  and  for  some  artillery  and  provisions  on  the  way  at 
Lake  Huron,  and  it  has  even  been  hinted  that  his  purpose 
was  to  make  an  attack  on,  and  capture,  Fort  William, 
headquai-tors  of  his  rivals.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  infonm 
conveyed  to  him  by  Miles  McDonell  furnished  in  hisej 
sufficient  i*eason  for  adopting  retaliatory'  measures,  and  as 
as  his  reinforcements  arrived  he  proceeded  at  once  to  put  \ 
in  force. 

Arriving  in  the  Kaministitiuia  river  about  the  niiddl 
August,  he  at  once  arrangetl  his  men  and  artillerj',  so  i 
command  the  approaches  to  Fort  William,  the  cannon  b 
loaded  and  pointed  Jis  if  for  a  siege  and  bombarbment  of 
place.  On  the  following  day,  two  men  acting  as  const< 
ent^nnl  the  fort  and  arreste<l  Mr.  William  McGillivray 
was  in  command,  .soon  after  which  Lord  Selkirk  arrived, 
placing  the  principal  officei*s  in  continement,  took  po 
sion.  The  place  was  then  searched,  and  all  the  furs,  valu( 
i:?()().0(K),  and  other  property  seize<l,  notwithstanding  the  fo 
protests  of  the  Xor -Westei*s  against  such  proceedings.  It 
next  decided  U)  take  the  North-West  officers  to  Montrea 
trial,  and  aeeordinirlv  thev  were  sent  off  in  canoes  u 
eliar^r**  <>f  J*  <aiard  of  Selkirk's  men,  the  Hudson's  Bay  ( 

• 

pany  s  t'orcr  in  the  meantime  remaining  in  possession  of 
fort.  The  charge  upon  which  I^)rd  Selkirk  arrested  t 
othct'i-s  was  bascMl  on  the  plea  that  they  in  some  way  were 
nt*et«Ml  with  or  instrumental  in  bringing  alK>ut  the  outr 
coniiiiitted  on  tin*  Earl's  property  in  June,  but  this,  it  is  ap 
riit.  was  only  a  pretext  to  starve  Lord  Selkirk's  purpose. 
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McGilli\"r»y  and  his  companions  on  reaching  Montreal  being 
admitted  to  bail,  swore  out  warrants  for  Lord  Selkirk's  arrest, 
but  when  the  constable  arrived  at  Fort  William  to  execute 
them,  he  found  himself  made  prisoner,  his  authority  treated 
wiUi  contempt,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  turned  loose  and 
ordered  to  return  the  way  he  came. 

Lord  Selkirk  now  remained  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed,  and 
not  content  with  taking  possession  of  Fort  William,  sent  out 
parties  to  capture  other  posts  belonging  to  the  rival  company. 
In  this  way  the  trading  stations  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Michipico- 
ton,  and  the  fort  at  Lac  la  Pluie,  fell  into  his  hands,  after  which 
a  company  of  de  Meurons,  under  command  of  Captain  D'Orson- 
nens  made  their  way  to  Red  River  to  retake  Fort  Douglas. 
This  was  accomplished  in  true  military  style  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  a  dark  and  stormy  night,  when  the  de  Meui-ons 
approaching  the  fort,  succeeded  in  scaling  the  walls  before  the 
garrison  was  even  aware  of  their  presence  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Taken  thus  by  surprise,  the  Nor'- Westers  yielded  with- 
out firing  a  shot,  and  Fort  Douglas  once  more  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company. 

Soon  after  this,  steps  were  taken  to  bring  back  the  Scotch 
settlers  from  Jack  River,  and  these  poor  people,  after  under- 
going great  hardships  during  the  winter  while  in  exile,  were 
Rlad  of  the  opportunity  to  re-occupy  the  lands  from  which 
^^y  had  been  so  unceremoniously  and  sunmiarily  ejected. 

In  the  meantime  the  acts  of  robbery  and  bloodshed  on  the 
P*rt  of  the  two  companies — the  brutal  massacre  of  the  19th 
''^tte,  and  the  subsequent  high-handed  proceedings  of  Lord 
^Ikirk  at  Fort  William,  had  at  length  roused  the  Imperial 
authorities  to  the  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  put  a  stop  to 

^rther  outrages  of  the  kind.     Accordingly,  in  February,  1817, 
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the  Govenior-General  of  Canada  received  a  despatch  from  the 
Home  Government  containing  the  following  words : 

"  You  will  also  require,  under  similar  penalties,  the  restitu- 
tion of  all  forts,  buildings  or  trading  stations,  wnth  the  pro- 
perty which  they  contain,  which  may  have  been  seized  or 
taken  possession  of  by  either  party,  to  the  party  who  origin- 
ally established  or  constructed  the  same,  and  who  were  in 
possession  of  them  previous  to  the  recent  disputes  between  the 
two  companies.  You  will  also  require  the  removal  of  any 
blockade  or  impediment,  by  which  any  party  may  have 
attempted  to  prevent  the  free  passage  of  traders,  or  others  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  or  the  natives  of  the  countrj',  with 
their  merchandise,  fura,  provisions  and  other  effects  through- 
out the  hikes,  rivei's,  roads  and  every  other  usual  route  or 
communication  heretofore  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  fur 
trade  in  the  interior  of  North  Amenca,  and  the  full  and  free 
j)ermission  of  all  pei'sons  to  pureue  their  usual  and  accustomed 
tirade  without  hindrance  or  molestation.  The  mutual  restora- 
tion of  all  proix^iiy  captured  during  these  disputes,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade  and  intercoui-se  with  the  Indians,  until  the 
tnals  now  pending  can  l>e  brought  to  a  judicial  (lecision,  and 
the  great  question  at  issue,  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  the 
companies,  shall  In?  definitely  settled." 

The  (iovernor-lieneral  then  apiX3inted  Colonel  Coltnian  ami 
Major  Fletcher,  two  military  gentlemen  of  high  character,  to 
act  as  coinniissionei*s,  in  conformity  with  the  above  despatch. 
These  gentlemen  left  Montreal  in  May,  1817,  and  proceeiled  at 
once  to  Fort  William,  which,  however,  had  in  the  meantime 
l)een  handed  l)ack  to  tht»  North- West  Company.  It  appears 
that  after  I^>r(l  Selkirk  K^ft  for  Red  River,  the  sheritf  of 
Tpper  Canada,  by    virtue  of  a  writ  of  restitution,  took  l^' 
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^e«8ion  and  restored  it  to  its  original  owners,  and  the  eonimis- 
sionera  (Coltman  and  Fletcher),  finding  this  to  be  the  caset 
proeee<led  on  to  Red  River,  arriving  at  Fort  Douglas  while 
Lord  Selkirk  \yas  still  there.  They  inniiediately  proceeded  ta 
execute  their  com  mission,  and  compelled  each  partj'  to  make 
restitution,  as  far  as  possible,  and  restore  the  property  taken 
from  their  opponents.  Fort  Gibraltar  had  been  destroyed,  but 
the  Xorth-West  Company  at  once  went  to  work  to  erect 
buildings  for  caiTving  on  their  tra<le,  and  Lord  Selkirk  devot- 
e<l  himself  to  an-anging  his  colony  and  making  pi^ovision  for 
the  de  Meurons,  according  to  the  contract  he  had  made  with 
theui.  This  he  did  by  allotting  to  each  one  a  plot  of  land, 
•round  Fort  Douglas  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
^thin  easy  call,  the  officers  being  stationed  among  them.  In 
this  way  Lonl  Selkirk  had  his  military  friends  placed,  so  that 
incase  of  any  necessity  arising  for  calling  in  their  assistance, 
*  signal  from  heachjuarters  would  enable  the  whole  body  to 
join  their  conmianders  in  the  fort  at  short  notice.  He  then 
««einbled  the  settlers  at  a  public  meeting,  and  made  them 
several  concessions,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  free 
Points  of  land  for  church  and  school  purposes.  Public  roads, 
hy-roads,  bridges,  mill  sites,  and  other  important  matters  were 
^tlttl.  and  the  colonists,  encouraged  by  these  marks  of  care 
for  their  welfare,  set  to  work  to  erect  buildings  and  otherwise 
"nprove  the  settlement. 

The  terms  on  which  the  settlers  had  agi-eed  to  come  out  to 
^  River  were  as  follow  : — 

First — They  were  to  enjoy  the  services  of  a  minister  of 
'^igion,  who  was  to  be  of  their  own  persuasion. 

^^nd — Each  settler  was  to  receive  100  acres  of  land  at 
^^^  shillings  per  acre,  payable  in  praluce. 
L 
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Thin  I — They  were  to  have  a  market  in  the  colony  for  all 
their  pixnluce. 

Fourth — They  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privilege«  of  British 
subjt*cts. 

In  repird  to  the  tii'st  chiiise,  a  Mr.  Sa^,  son  of  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Sage,  of  the  parish  of  Kilclonan,  north  of  Scotland,  wts 
^*nii^i<^ed  bv  I-onl  Selkirk  to  i^q  out  an<l  minister  to  the  set- 
tlei's,  but  for  scjme  i*ea.son  he  ditl  not  fulfil  his  engagement 
and  a  Mr.  James  Sutherland,  an  elder  in  the  Presb\'teri»n 
Chui*ch.  was  apiM>inted  Uj  marry,  l>aptize  and  attend  to  other 
ministerial  duties.  The  land,  mentioni^l  in  the  second  clauiie. 
was  given  t<>  the  settleiN  free  of  charge,  to  c<jnipensate  tlieui 
for  the  inanv  hardships  and  seveiv  trials  thev  had  suffered, 
but  whi»ther  the  fnltilment  of  the  third  and  fourth  dauM* 
wa>  rver  truly  eai'ried  nut  is  a  <jurstion  c»jK*n  U*  doubt.  L>nl 
St'lkirk.  Iiaviiig  donr  all  in  his  jM)w«'r.  during  his  visit  to  K«il 
Kivcr.  iii  1M7.  foi*  the  g^nnl  of  his  people,  next  tunie«l  lii'* 
attention  to  tiir  Indians,  and  in  so  doing  .»^he wed  a  desire  t<i 
protret  ins  colonists  from  any  elianet*  of  attack  bv  th»*  sava^'^-^ 
thrnngli  disputes  in  ngard  to  the  o\vnei*ship  of  the  land. 

Aeeordin^jv.  \\r  called  the  Indians  of  th«'  neiirhl)ourli<x»«l  t'»* 
irethcr  within  the  walls  of  tlic  fort.  and.  after  «nvin"  ihew 
]^^cscnt^.  c<nK*ludcd  tlie  following  treaty  with  them. — 

**Thi«-  Im»knti  kk,  made  on  the  IHih  day  of  Jidy,  in  the  tifty-.serrDib 
year  «»t  the  rei^^ii  of  «iur  .Sovereign  Lord,  King  George  the  Thiri 
and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S17,  between  the  undersigned  Chiefs  »n«i 
Warrior>  ••!  th*.-  ('hi()]»eway  ur  Saulteaux  Natiitn,  and  of  the  Killistina  •*' 
i.'rtf  Xati'-n.  -la  the  ono  jKirt,  and  tlie  Right  Honnrable  Thomaa  E»rl  "^ 
Selkirk,  -'n  the  othi-r  part.  Witne.sseth,  that  fur  and  in  conaiderrtit*  "^ 
the  annual  present  or  quit  rent  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  Chief* 
liave  iriven.  u'l'Jinted,  and  cuiitirnied,  and  d<»  by  these  preaent*  jfive*  cr***^* 
and  o.«ntinii  unt«.  our  S(>vereign  Lord,  the  King,  all  that  tract  t»f  bud  i^* 
iacent  to  lUd  Uiverand  Assinihoine  River,  beginning  at  the  mouth  ufth* 
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Bed  River,  and  extendi ug  along  the  same  as  far  as  the  great  Forks  at  the 
mouth  of  Red  Lake  River,  and  along  Assiniboine  River  as  far  as  Musk- 
Rat  River,  otherwise  called  Riviere  des  Champignons,  and  extending  to 
the  distance  of  six  miles  from  Fort  Douglas  on  every  side,  and  likewise 
inm  Fort  Daer  (Pembina),  and  also  from  the  Great  Forks,  and  in  other 
ptrti  extending  in  the  breadth  to  the  distance  of  two  English  statute 
miles  back  from  the  banks  of  the  said  rivers,  on  each  side,  together  with 
lO  the  appurt  nances  whatsoever  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  to  have  and  to 
bold  for  ever  the  snid  tract  of  land  and  appurtenances,  to  the  use  of  the 
aud  Earl  of  Selkirk,  and  of  the  settlers  being  established  thereon,  with  the 
consent  and  permission  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  the  King,  or  of  the  said 
£arl  of  Selkirk.  Provided  always,  that  these  presents  are  under  the  ex- 
pR8s  condition  that  the  Elarl,  his  heirs  and  successors,  or  their  agents, 
^udl  annually  pay  to  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Chipi>eway  or  Saul 
teaux  Nation  the  present,  or  quit  rent,  consisting  of  one  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  good  merchantable  tobacco,  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  October,  at  the  Forks  of  Assiniboine  River  ;  and  to  the  Chiefs 
ttd  Warriors  of  the  Kinstineaux  or  Cree  Nation,  a  like  present,  or  quit 
i«it.  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  delivered  to  them  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  tenth  day  of  October,  at  Portage  de  la  Prairie,  on  the  banks  of 
Aanniboine  River.  Provided  always  that  the  traders  hitherto  established 
Qp^n  any  part  of  the  above  mentioned  tract  of  land  shall  not  be  molested 
in  the  possession  of  the  lands  which  they  have  already  cultivated  and  im- 
pn^ved,  till  His  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known. 

''  In  witness  whereof  the  Chiefs  aforesaid  have  set  their  marks  at  the 
'wks  of  Red  River,  on  the  day  aforesaid. 

**  Signed,  Selkirk. 

**  Signed  in  presence  of  Thomas  Thomas,  James  Bird,  F.  Matthey,  Cap- 
'•m:  P.  D.  Orsonnens,  Captain  ;  Miles  McDonell,  J.  Bste  Chr  De  Lovi- 
*ier,  Louis  Xolin,  Interpreter  ;  and  the  following  Chiefs,  each  of  whom 
inade  his  mark,  being  a  rude  outline  of  some  animal. 

"Moche  W.  Keocab  (Le  Sonent) ;  Ouckidoat  (Premier  alias  Grande 
lilies):  Mechudewikonaie  (La  Robe  Noire) ;  Kayajic^^ebinoa  (L'homme 
^<^!;  Pegowis.'* 

It  iimv  lu*i*e  lye  said  that  the  Saiilteaux  Indians  who  are 
'ntJntiumMl  first  iu  the  al)Ove  treaty,  had  no  real  claim  to  tlie 
WlHonthe  Red  River,  while  the  Crees,  who  are  mentioned 
"^^  !mvt*  l>een,  since  the  memory  of  man,  the  rightful  inliabit- 
•'^ts  of  tin's  part  of  the  country.  The  Crees  afterwards  t<M)k 
ff^at  uinbi-age  at  this  featui-e  of  the  treaty,  and  often  threat- 
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ened  to  withdmw  froui  it  and  claim  their  lands  from  the  s 
tiers,  a  threat,  however,  which  they  never  put  into  effect. 

Lord  Selkirk,  havinjj  thus  ari'anged  for  his  soldiers,  the  v 
fare  of  his  colonists,  and  a  settlement  with  the  Indians,  h 
adieu  to  Red  River,  and,  accompanied  by  a  guide  and  a  1 
gentlemen,  passed  south  thn)ugh  Dakotah,  and  making  his  v 
to  New  York,  embarked  for  England  without  visiting  Gana 
the  nuiiierous  lawsuits  with  which  he  was  threatened, 
doubt,  inducing  him  to  take  this  course. 


CHAPITER  XII. 

COALITION   OF  THE    HUDSON'S    BAY    AND    NORTH-WEST 

COMPANIES. 

HE  effect  produced  by  Messrs.  Coltiimn  &  Fletcher's  mis- 
w^us  not  of  a  lasting  character,  for  we  find  that  in  1819 
William  Williams,  the  superintendent  of  the  northern  de- 
ment of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  undertook  to  in- 
ept and  capture  the  North-West  Company's  canoes  on 
r  way  to  Fort  W^illiam.  By  means  of  a  body  of  armed 
Wemx)ns,  he  surprised  the  brigade  at  Big  Fall,  as  they 
^  preparing  to  pass  over  the  portage,  and  on  this  occasion, 
^rs.  Angus  Shaw,  John  George  McTavish,  John  Duncan 
pbell,  William  Mcintosh,  and  Mr.  Frobisher,  officera  of 
1  rank  in  the  North- West  Company,  were  tjiken  prisoners. 
^'<)(xls  were  confiscated,  and  most  of  the  voyageura  and 
t*s  sent  to  Canada,  while  of  the  officei's,  Measrs.  Shaw  and 
avish  were  sent  to  England,  and  Campbell  and  Mcintosh 
anada.  Mr.  Frobisher  managed  to  escape  from  his  cap- 
an<l,  in  attempting  to  make  his  way  to  Moose  Lake,  per- 
1  from  hardships  and  exposure.  In  the  far  west  and 
k  the  same  state  of  bitter  rivalry  continued,  and  there 
little  prospect  of  it  ceasing  so  long  as  Lord  Selkirk  re- 
M  at  tlie  head  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
^^  trials  that  took  place  at  York  (Toronto)  and  in  Lower 
^^la  must   have  cost  both  sides  a  great  deal  of  money. 
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The  cases  relating  to  the  Seniple  tragedy  were  not  tried  until 
1818,  owing  to  Lord  Selkirk's  action  in  retaining  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  prosecution  depended  to  conduct  them.  Ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  Govemor-in-chief  of  Canada,  in 
March,  1817,  to  have  them  removed  to  upper  Canmla,  and  this 
also  caused  delay,  because  His  Excellency  judged  it  expe<lient 
to  consult  the  Home  Government  in  the  matter.  A  favorable 
reply  was  received  on  the  24th  October,  and  great  seal  instru- 
ments issued  to  try  the  cases  at  York,  but  owing  to  the  in- 
fonnation  being  in  the  hands  of  Lonl  Selkirk,  who  neglected 
to  furnish  it  although  called  upon  to  do  so,  the  trials  could  noi 
be  proceeded  with.  His  Lordship,  moreover,  had  gone  to 
England  without  visiting  Canada,  and  on  the  19th  June,  1818, 
the  Attorney-(k^neral  of  Lower  Canada,  in  reporting  tx^  the 
Governor-in-chief,  in  reply  to  remonstrances  against  the  delay, 
says,  "The  private  prosecutor,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  who  alone 
possessed  the  evidence  in  sup{)ort  of  these  pixxsecutions.  haJ 
been  absent  from  the  Province,  and  since  his  return  luul  Wn 
very  much  occupied  with  the  sittings  of  Criminal  Courts  lK)th 
at  Quebec  and  ilontreal." 

The  high-handed  proceedings  of  His  lordship,  and  the  out- 
rages conunitted  by  the  Noi-th-West  Company,  resulted  in  * 
series  of  law  suits,  which  onlv  served  to  increase  their  ani- 
mosity  toward  each  other,  and  the  reports  of  the  trials  indicate 
very  clearly  the  bitter  feeling  existing  at  the  time  Ix'twt?^^ 
the  contestants. 

The  Xor- Westei-s  were  tinallv  brouirht  before  the  court  at 
York,  and  indictments  fomid  against  them  for  participatinjiJ  ^" 
the  affairs  of  1 1th  June  and  28th  June,  1815,  and  for  larceny 
at  Rivi^re  Qu'A])pelle  on  12th  May,  and  the  Semple  outra{,^ 
on  10th  June,  1816,  but  the  jury  in  each  case  brought  m  * 
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veitUct  of  not  guilty.     Mr.  Wni.  MtiGilHvray,  who  had  been 
waiting  two  years  for  trial,  could  not  get  his  case  brought  on, 
which  was  a  great  hanlship  to  him,  having  a  serious  charge 
hantjing  over  his  heail  in  this  way.     He  then  caused  Lonl  Sel- 
kirk, Miles  McDonell,  an<l  eighteen  others,  to  be  indicteil  for 
thepait  they  took   in  tlie  Fort  William  affair,  the  accusation 
heinjj  laid  in  the  following  words : — "  The  engaging  and  ann- 
in^  a  number  of  disbanded  soldiers  (foreigners)  :  tlie  entry  by 
them,  with  force  and  anns,  into  Fort  William,  in  August  1816, 
retaining  possession  of  the  fort  till  May,  1817  :    sending  off' as 
prisoners  the  partners  of   the  North- West   Company  found 
there :  getting  rid  of  the  clerks  by  subjxvnas  to  appear  at  York 
»t  a  \yenoil  when  no  courts  ai*e  held  there,  without  enquiring 
whether  tliey  knew  anything  of  the  matter  to  which  the  sub- 
penas  related,  and  without  ever  bringing  them  forwanl  after- 
wanls:  stopping  of  the  outfits  fi*om  going  into  the  interior, 
•nd  the  returns  from  coming  to  Montreal :  |KXssessing  them- 
*lve«  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  concern :  semling 
*^ay  the  principal  clerk  under  a  charge  of  felony,  without  ex- 
amination, and  without  having  ever  followed  up  that  charge  : 
the  pretendeil  sale  by  Daniel  Mackenzie  of  the  North-West 
property  obtaine<l  hy   His  Ix)rd8hip  by  means  of  continued 
unress:  tampering  with  and  del)auching  the  North- West  Com- 
pany a  servants,  and  connnanding  them  in  the   King's  name : 
writing  circular  letters  to  the  pai-tners  and  clerks  in  the  in- 
terior country,  alleging  that  the  North-West  Company  wei^e 
'^*'ied,  and  advising  them  to  aban<lon  their  trust,  and  to  carry 
^"^  furs  to  Hudson's  Bay :  tjiking  possession  of  Lake  la  Pluie 
^^^  the  property  there,  and  stopping  the  navigation,  etc." 

We  give  the  above  in  full,  to  show  to  what  extent  Li>nl  Sel- 
^^''k  was  ready  to  go  in  his  opposition  to  his  rivals,  but,  as  we 


l!>«i  msnutv  or   rm:  N(nrrM-\N'i>T. 

ha\«'  alrta'ly  .shtnvii.  tin*  Nurtii-W  t'st  Company  wt-rt-  j»njiai"i 
to  ^o,  and  in  fact  <lifl  ^o,  qiiiti*  jih  far  in  their  attenipte  to  in- 
jure the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Lord  Selkirk  had  also  several  civil  suits  entered  against hiiu. 
one  of  which  was  bv  Wni.  Smith,  the  constable  whom  he 
ejt»cted  fix)m  Fort  William,  and  the  information  in  this  ewe 
was  as  follows : — "  Mr.  Smith  t^)t  U)  Fort  William  on  the  19th 
March.  1817,  and  pixxluceil  his  restitution,  with  which  his 
Lordship  refused  to  comply,  and  when  the  Elarl  and  the  others 
were  arrested  by  Mr.  Smith  ujx)!!  the  warrant  for  felony,  his 
Lordship  laid  hold  of  him  aiul  pushed  him  out  of  dgors,  and  he 
was  afterwaitls  kept  in  close  custody  in  the  fort  under  a  mili- 
tary ^lanl"  Mr.  Smith  i*eceived  a  venlict  of  £500  damages 
against  the  Earl. 

Mr.  Daniel  Mackenzie  also  entere<l  suit  against  Lord  Selkirk 
in  the  following  won  Is: — "Civil  action  for  false  imprisonment 
of  the  plaintiff'  a  retiix*d  partner  in  the  Xorth-West  Company, 
by  the  ELarl,  at  Fort  William,  whei^e  he  was  thi-own  into  a  dun- 
geon, and  kept  there  under  military  guanl  until  he  was  induced 
(l)eli«.*ving  his  life  to  1k^  in  danger)  to  sign  various  Jeeils  pre- 
pared for  tlh*  puqx)se,  purjM>rting  to  Ik*  sales  of  the  North- VS est 
Comj^anys  property,  a  In^nd  of  arbitration,  etc.,  under  eoloroi 
which  Lord  Selkirk  retained  possession  of  the  fort  and  its  eon- 
tents,  to  tlh*  value  lA'  full  one  hun<lred  thousand  jx)unds/' 

Mr.  Mackenzie  received  a  verdict  against  his  Loniship  for 
£1.000. 

It  wouM  (K'cupy  too  much  s])ace  to  give  further  particulars 
of  the  various  trials  and  outcome  of  the  c<mtests  lietween  the 
Hudson  s  Bay  and  Xorth-West  Companies,  but  sufficient  ha^ 
U't'ii  given  to  show  that  they  were  not  only  expensive,  W 
also    calculated    to    widen   tln'  Ireach    l)etween   his  Lordship 
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•1  his  Opponents,  and  to  make  a  union  of  the  two  interests 
no8t  impossible. 

During  this  state  of  affairs,  the  Red  River  colony  continued 
endure  hardships,  and  one  set-back  after  another  occurred 
the  settlers.  In  the  winter  of  1817  they  were  forced  to  ^o 
m  to  Pembina,  owin^  to  scarcity  of  food,  but  on  their  I'e- 
m  to  the  settlement  in  the  spring,  having  procured  seed, 
fV  managed  to  plant  a  considerable  area  of  land.  The  sum- 
*r  was  favorable,  and  the  fields  soon  assumed  a  promising 
{jeamnce.  But  on  the  18th  July,  1818,  the  sky  suddenly 
came  darkened  by  clouds  of  grasshoppers,  and  as  they  de- 
'mliMl  ujxin  the  earth  in  dense  swarms,  they  destroyed  every 
^t\  thing  lx?fore  them.  The  colonists  managed  to  secure  a 
tie  ^^rain  from  their  spring  work,  but  not  a  vegetable  was 
t  in  their  gardens.  It  seemed  as  if  the  hand  of  fate  was 
Must  the  Selkirk  settlement,  and  once  more,  just  as  every- 

• 

•ng  was  l(X)king  bright  for  them,  darkness  came  in  a  day, 
'1  they  were  foixjed  to  again  turn  their  steps  to  Pembina  for 
u^'e.  At  this  time,  in  the  midst  of  the  Scotch  settlei's'  dis- 
*^^ji  few  French  families  from  Lower  Canada,  under  the 
I'luct  of  Rev.  Joseph  Nobert  Provencher,  and  the  Rev. 
vere  Dumoulin,  arrived  at  Red  River,  and  accompanieti  the 
^tch  settlers  south  to  their  temporary  home.  This  was  the 
*t  serious  attempt  of  the  Church  of  Rome  to  estiiblish  itself 
the  Xorth-West,  and  from  it  spread  the  great  chain  of  mis- 
^^^  to  the  west  and  far  north.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1819, 
8eotch  returned  to  the  settlement,  leaving  some  of  the  Can- 
^  families  to  locate  their  homes  at  Pembina,  but  thev  had  no 
f**r  success  with  their  ci'ops  that  summer  than  they  liad  the 
^'lons  year,  for  almost  before  they  had  finished  sowing,  the 
''ig  locusts  began  to  appear,  and  devoured  every  gnnni  herb 
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that  ipr^vr  on  the  eultivaU^l  fields  an<l  on  the  plains.  This  blow 
almost  made  the  colonists  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  makt 
a  home  on  the  Re<l  River,  and.  wearieil  and  discontente<l.  they 
were  forced  a^in  to  turn  their  steps  south  for  the  wioter. 
Many  went  to  the  plains  to  hunt  for  a  living,  and  in  thiswaj 
they  struggle*  1  along  for  seveiTil  yeai-s.  en<leavoring  during  tht 
summer  to  i-aise  a  crop  on  the  Re<l  River,  and  being  oWij;e«l 
thi-ough  the  i-avages  of  the  grasshoppei-s.  to  winter  at  Peni 
bina,  or  on  the  plains,  to  obtain  food.  Some  worke<l  for  tht 
HikLsous  Bay  Comj>any  as  voyageurs  and  lal)orers,  and  <Jthrr 
became  go<Kl  hunters,  and  it  was  not  until  1822  that  famint 
with  all  the  evils  that  follow  in  its  train,  wei'e  Ixinished  fp»n 
the  land.  Bv  this  time,  the  colonv  consisted  of  a  mixture  '» 
nationalities,  theiv  Ix'iiig  Scotch.  Irish.  French.  Gfiinan  ;in« 
Swiss  settLi'i-s  lixnuiT  on  the  R«-d  River. 

In  1820,  the  Earl  <»f  Selkirk  died,  and  from  that  time  th 
pi*os{)ect  of  a  union  of  tlu*  two  fur  companies  became  |^Mis^ii»l< 
So  firm  hat!  his  Lordship  Ikm^  in  the  Ix'lief  that  he  wouM  1 
al)le  to  V)ring  about  the  destniction  of  the  North- West  CoH' 
pany.  that  re]>eated  ortei^s  of  a  coiilition  had  bt-en  ivjeete«l  b 
him.  In  1^10  he  distinctlv  refused  to  entertain  the  idea,  an 
in  1HI4  he  submitte<l  coinlitions  .s<j  utterlv  univasonable  tlu 
the  Xorth-West  Company  gjive  up  hope  of  bringing  aln»«t  •"' 
amalgamation.  But  on  his  death  etibrt^^  weiv  ivnewe«i.  Jii' 
chietlv  thi*ouirh  the  instrunientalitv  of  Riifht  Hon.  E«iw;ii 
Eliice,  a  union  on  ei|ual  terms  took  place  in  1821.  The  !>••* 
Foil  relatiuiT  to  this  arranirement  wi\s  date<l  2<ith  March  • 
that  year,  and  was  made  l>etween  the  Hutlson's  Bay  Coin['*'^ 
on  the  <>ne  pan.  and  on  the  other  by  W.  and  S.  McCiillivr* 
and  Kdwartl  Ellie*-.  who  represente<l  in  England  the  intend 
of  the    wint«Tiiig    ])artnei*s    in    America    of    the    Noilh-^^  *" 
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traders — whose  partnership  as  a  company  expired  in  1821 — 
and  who,  having  received  little  or  no  profits  for  some  time, 
were  desirous  of  merging  their  interests  in  those  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  A  coalition  and  partnei*ship  was  there- 
fore agreed  to  for  twenty-one  yeara,  on  the  basis  that  each 
should  provide  an  e(|ual  capital  for  carrying  on  the  trade. 
There  was  a  suteequent  Deed  Poll,  bearing  date  ()th  June, 
1834,  "  for  ascertaining  the  rights  and  prescribing  the  duties 
of  the  chief  factors  and  the  chief  tnKlei*s,  and  for  conducting 
the  trade." 

The  expenses  of  establishments  in  England  and  America 
were  to  be  paid  out  of  trade,  and  no  expense  relating  to  colon- 
izatiou.  or  to  any  business  separate  from  trade,  w^as  to  form  a 
charge  on  the  concern.  The  profits  were  to  be  divided  into 
100  shares,  of  which  forty  were  to  be  divided  between  chief 
factors  and  chief  tradei^s,  according  to  profit  and  loss,  and  if  a 
loss  should  occur  in  one  year  on  those  forty  shares,  it  was  to 
^  n^ade  gooil  out  of  the  profits  of  the  following  year.  A 
general  inventory  and  account  was  to  be  made  out  yearly  on 
^he  Ist  June,  and,  if  profits  were  not  paid  to  parties  within 
fourteen  <lays  after  that  date,  interest  was  to  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

At  the  time  of  the  union,  there  were  twentv-five  chief  fac- 
^fs  and  twenty -eight  chief  trade  i"s  appointed,  who  were 
*»wiie<l  in  alternate  succession  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
f^^y  and  North- West  Company's  servants.  The  servants  of 
"^th  companies  were  placed  on  an  equal  footing,  the  40  shares 
^^t  of  the  100  being  subdivided  into  85  shares,  each  of  the 
^  chief  factors  receiving  2  or  s'^ths,  and  each  of  the  chief 
t'^ers  H^ith,  the  remaining  seven  out  of  the  eighty-five  shares 
^*i^  appropriated,  to  ohl  servants  in  certain  proportions,  for 
***^^'en  years. 
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The  chief  frtet<>i"s  suj)eriiiten<le<l  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany at  tlie  respectixe  stations,  and  the  chief  tnidere  under 
them  earned  on  the  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  clerks 
served  under  lx>th,  and  the  huniUest  of  these,  by  ^^1  con- 
duct, might  rise  to  the  chief  j>ositions  in  the  service,  the  sal- 
nries  ran,rin*^  from  £20  to  £100  per  annum. 

The  chief  factoids  and  traders,  who  wintered  in  the  interior, 
were  allowed,  in  addition  to  their  share  of  profits,  certain  per- 
sonal nec*e.s.s*iries  free  of  charge,  and  were  not  jK^ruiitt^H]  to 
carry  on  any  private  trade  for  themselves  with  the  In<lians. 
Strict  accounts,  etc..  were  required  of  them  annually,  ami  the 
councils  at  the  respective  |K).sts  had  power  to  mulct,  admonish, 
or  suspen<l  any  of  the  company's  .servants. 

Threr  chi(*f  i'actoi's  and   two  chief  tradei*s  were   allowed!  to 

leav(*  the  coinitrv  annuallv  for  <nie  veai*.     A  cliief  factor  or  a 

chief  trader,  after  winteriuir  thrt^e  Years   in  the  .service  of  the 

com]  any,  might  retire,  and   hold  his  full  share  of  j)rotits  for 

one  yt^ar  after  retiring,  and  half  the  share  for  the  four  ensuin;: 

vears.  or  if  he  wintered  for  five  Years,  then  half  for  six  vears. 
•  •  • 

Three  chirf  factoi-s.  or  two  chief  fact^ji's  and  two  chief  tr«nh*r^ 
were  allowed  to  n^tire  annual  I  y,  accordin<r  to  i-oUition,  an<l  the 
representatives  of  a  chief  factor  or  chief  trader,  who  «li«'<i 
after  wint<*rinir  five  Years,  received  all  the  lx?nefit  to  which 
the  dt'Ceasrd  himself  wouhl  have  U'en  entitled  had  he  live<i. 
oi'  in  like  })ro])ortion  for  h'ss  duration  of  .s*»rvice. 

Th<-  accounts  were  r<Mjuired  to  he  kept  with  accuracy,  the 
l)usin«*ss  conducted  with  punctuality,  and  the  whole  machinery 
of  the  company  work»*d  with  order  and  t»conomy,  im<ler  the 
watchful  cai<*  of  a  (Jov^rnor  and  Committee  in  L<mdon. 

Such  is  a  syn<>psis  of  the  ])lan  un<ler  which  the  newlv  •>'"* 
<^•uliz♦^<l  com]>anv  was  to  1m^  conducted,  and  whatever  the  pr*^ 
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uiij^ht  be,  after  paying  the  whole  expenses  at  home  and 
oml,  they  were  to  be  divide<l,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
l)eeil  Poll,  into  fifths,  of  which  three  went  to  the  pro- 
;tary,  and  two  among  the  chief  factors  and  chief  tradei-s  of 
company,  instead  of  salaries. 

•oon  after  the  coalition  of  the  two  companies,  on  the  5th 
lember,  1821,  a  Royal  license  was  obtained  from  George  the 
irth,  dated  at  Carlton  House.  This  was  issued  to  the  Hud- 
's Bay  Company  and  to  W.  &  S.  McGilliv^ay  and  Edward 
ce,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians 
Jl  such  parts  of  North  America  as  should  be  specified,  not 
ng  part  of  the  lands  or  territories  heretofore  granted  to 
Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trad- 
to  Hudson's  Bay  (a  direct  recognition  of  the  charter  of 

0  by  the  Crown).  This  Royal  license  was  expressly  issued 
prevent  the  admission  of  individual  or  associated  bodies 
3  the  North  American  fur  trade,  as  the  competition  therein 

1  been  found  for  years  to  be  productive  of  gi*eat  inconveni- 
«  and  loss,  not  only  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  associa- 
tts,  and  to  the  trade  in  general,  but  also  of  great  injury  to 
*  native  Indians  and  others.  This  license  expired  in  1842, 
t  before  its  expiration,  an  extension  was  gi*anted  by  Queen 
'toria,  on  May  80th »  1838,  dated  at  Buckingham  Palace,  for 
nrther  term  of  twenty-one  years,  and  on  this  occasion,  it 
8  issued  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  alone  (Messrs. 
fiillivray  and  E.  EUice  having  surrendered  their  rights  and 
^r^sts  under  the  previous  license),  to  encourage  the  trade 
^  the  Indians  of  North  America,  and  to  prevent,  as  much 
possible,  a  recurrence  of  the  evils  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
^^  grant. 

'^y  the  licenses  of  1821  and  1838,  the  Company  were  author- 
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v/Aid  to  tra<le  over  the  "  Indian  territories,"  west  of  the  Rocky 
iloiin tains,  at  that  time  oj>en  also  to  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  of  f^at  iniportjinee  that  Great  Britain  shouH 
obtain  a  f(X)tin^  and  position  in  Oregon,  and  on  the  Columbia 
River,  which  Mr.  Canning  had  expressed  his  detennination  to 
maintain  as  British  pnjperty.  We  have  already  shown  the 
efforts  made  by  the  North-West  Company  to  establish  that 
trade,  and  after  the  coalition,  the  Hudson's  Baj"  Company  in- 
cuiTed  large  expenditure  in  esta})lishing  themselves  on  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific. 

For  many  yeai*s  previous  to  the  grant  of  exclusive  trade  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  chief  trade  of  that  coast  was 
done  by  the  Americans  and  Russians,  the  only  establishment 
of  any  imj)ortance  (xrcupie<l  by  British  traders  being  Fort 
George  (Astoria),  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  while 
no  attempt  was  made,  by  means  of  shipping,  to  obtain  any 
part  of  the  trade.  So  unprofitable  was  it  in  1818,  1819, 1820, 
1821  and  1822,  and  so  difficult  of  management,  that  several  of 
tlir  leading  an<l  most  int<^lligent  persons  in  the  coinitn'« 
strongly  recommended  that  the  company  should  abandon  it 
alto<retlier.  But  the  (Jovt»rnor  and  connuittee  felt  that  the 
honor  of  the  concern  would,  in  a  certain  degree,  be  comprO" 
mised  were  they  to  adopt  that  reconnnendation,  holding.  ^ 
they  did,  the  license  in  ijuestion  :  and,  with  a  degi'ee  of  energj' 
and  enterprise  which  refh^cted  nnich  credit  on  themselves  ana 
on  their  othcei^s  and  servants,  they  tlirected  themselves  vigor- 
ously to  the  Pacific  department  of  the  business. 

As  alrea<ly  mentioned,  the  su])reme  contiX)l  of  the  Hudson '^ 
Hay  Coni])any  affairs  was  vested  in  a  council,  or  comniitt^' 
sitting'-  in  London.  This  eonnnittee  consisted  of  five  meinh*-''^ 
who  were  presided  over  i)V  a  CJ(jvernor  and  Deputy-Governor. 
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uul  after  the  coalition  these  functionaries  delegated  their 
■nthority  to  an  official  resident  in  America,  who  was  called 
Ihf  (lOVemor-in-Chief  of  Rupert's  Land,  and  whose  conunis- 
im\  extende<l  over  all  their  colonial  possessions,  with  an  un- 
liuiital  tenuiv  of  office.  The  tirat  peraon  to  till  this  high  office 
was  Sir  (jleorge  Simpson,  who  retained  the  position  until  he 
i\\^i  in  September,  1860,  a  period  of  nearly  forty  yeara.  He 
alworbe<l  all  the  offices  and  responsibilities  distributed  among 
pfttv  heads  at  the  various  posts,  and  during  his  long  term  of 
office  he  exerte<l  an  autocratic  and  supreme  authority,  it  being 
inipowible  to  overrule  his  final  judgment  or  decision. 

His  council,  which  was  composeil  of  "chief  factoi's,"  w^th 
occjusionally  a  few  "chief  tradei-s,"  met  usually  at  Norway 
Houst*,  at  the  northern  end  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  then  Im- 
ciiiif  the  «listributing  point  for  the  whole  country.  Brigades 
startfil  from  here  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  Cinn})erland,  Eng- 
Wi  River,  Athabasca,  Mackenzie's  River,  Swan  River,  Red 
River  and  Rainy  Lake,  supplying  the  various  jx)sts  in  the 
'liNtricts  which  were  separated  by  distances  of  from  fifty  to 
three  hundreil  miles. 

The  chartere<l  territories  and  circuit  of  commercial  relations 
Vere  tlivided  into  vast  sections,  and  known  as  the  Northern, 
•^^mtheni,  Montreal  and  Western  Departments.  The  northern 
«*xt«*iide<l  lx.»tween  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
the  Miuthem  Ixftween  James'  Bay  and  Canada,  including  part 
'>f  the  eastern  shore  of  Hudson's  Bay.  The  Montreal  depai-t- 
*^»*iil  H'presented  the  business  of  the  company  done  in  Cana<la, 
*>»•!  the  we.steni  compristMl  the  region  west  of  the  Rcjcky 
^'♦miit4iiii».  The  princijml  depots,  in  these  departmrnts,  for 
th«*  reception  and  distribution  of  supplies  and  collection  of 
^Urs,  Were  York  Factory  in  the  northern  department.  M'^^se 
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F'actorv  in  the  southern,  the  City  of  Montreal  in  Canada,  an* 
in  the  western  department  Victoria,  on  Vancouver  iHlami.  wafi 
constitutes!  the  hejwl  <lepot. 

The  council  rarelv  interfered  with  the  affairs  of  the  R^l 
River  settlement,  which  were  managed  by  another  body,  call- 
ed the  "  (lovenior  and  Council  of  Assiniboia,"  and  up  to  1848 
the  presiding  officer  was  often  the  one  in  charge  of  the  com- 
pany's trailing  intei*ests  in  the  colony.  Up  to  1822  only  two 
jH^i-sons  ha<l  held  the  office,  viz.:  Captain  Miles  McDonell.  from 
August,  1H12,  to  June,  1815,  when  he  was  sent  a  prisoner  to 
Montreal,  an<l  Mr.  Alexander  McDonell,  fi-oni  August,  1S15.  to 
June,  1822.  Capt.  A.  Bulger  succee<led  Mr.  Alex.  McDonelL 
and  acte<l  as  governor  just  one  year,  until  June,  1823. 

In   1820,  Rev.  John   We.st   was  appointe^l  Chaplain  to  the 

company,  and  on  the  27th   May,  that  gentleman  eml>arkt^i  on 

lK)ard  ship  at  (iravesend  bound  for  Hudson's  Bay.  his  instruc- 

ticms  l)eiuir  to  reside  at  Red   River  Settlement,  and.  under  th*- 

encourairement  and  aid  of  the  Chm^ch   Missionan'  Societv.  to 

endeavor    to    meliorate  the   condition  of  the  native  In«lian^ 

This  gentleman  was  a  zealous  worker,  and  <luring  the  year  he 

remained  in  the  countrv  laid  the  foun<lation  for  much  inx>l  to 

follow  :  but  as  we   intend   later  on  to  take  up  the  subject  of 

Church  Missions,  we  will  proceed  with  our  regular  narrative. 

Before    doint^   so,    however,  it    mav    l^e   mentione*!   that  the 

r^  ft 

Scotch  settlei*s  remained  in  a  stiite  of  disappointment,  l)ecause 
no  minister  of  their  own  faith  was  sent  out  to  them.  espd^iAl' 
ly  as  a  {K^titicm  sent  by  them  to  Rev.  John  McDonald,  of  tht* 
Parish  of  I  r«juhait,  Ross-shire,  never  was  answereil.  In  l-^-l- 
a  Mr.  Halket,  one  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk's  executors.  paiJ  * 
Wsit  to  the  colonv  and  found  the  s«^ttlers  verv  much  exercis?e«i 
over  anotlitT  matt»M- — the  exorbitant  chai^ires  made  in  th^*'" 
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,  and  the  dishonest  acts  of  the  officers  in  charge  of 
[louglas.  The  colonists,  it  appears,  were  not  only  charged 
sonable  prices,  but  were  also  ma<le  to  pay  for  goods 
lever  received,  and  the  result  was  that  Mr.  Halket  decid- 
it  the  officers  of  the  fur  trade  should  take  in  hand  the 
ying  of  goods  to  the  settlers,  an  arrangement  w^hich  was 
to  work  more  satisfactorily  and  to  the  advantage  of  the 
re. 

?  union  of  the  two  companies  contributed  greatly  to  the 
and  prosperity  of  the  settlement,  all  apprehension  of 
IS  strife  being  removed,  and  to  this  happy  state  of  affairs 
be  added  an  abundant  harvest,  in  1822.  Fort  Douglas 
lued  to  be  the  residence  of  the  governor  and  the  seat  of 
nment  for  the  colony,  but  Fort  Gibraltar  became  the 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  where  all  the  trading 
lone.  The  population  on  the  Red  River  was  also  largely 
ised  about  this  time,  through  the  arrival  of  discharged 
ats  from  the  fur  trade.  When  the  coalition  of  the  two 
anies  occurre<l,  a  verj^  marked  decrease  immediately  took 
in  the  number  of  employes  engaged  in  trading,  there 
\^  been  double  the  force  of  men  recfuired  while  they  were 
position  to  each  other,  as  compared  with  the  numl>er  re- 
il  when  the  business  passed  under  one  management.  The 
quence  was  that  many  servants  were  discharged,  and 
of  them  being  given  gi-ants  of  land  on  the  Red  River 
e  company,  became  settlei-s,  and  a  fcAv  commenced  the 
ation  of  the  soil  for  a  li^  ing. 

out  this  time  a  novel  enterprise  calleil  the  "  Buffalo  Wool 
>any,"  was  started  in  the  colony,  which  had  for  its  object: 
i-  To  provide  a  subsitute  for  wool,  as  it  Was  supposed, 
the  numbers  and  destructive  habits  of  the  wolves,  that 
>  could  not  be  raiseil  in  Red  River,  at  least  to  any  extent. 

M 


206  HISTORY  OF  THE  XORTH-WEST. 

^nd.  Tlie  substitute  coutemplated  was  the  wool  of  the 
Ibuffalo,  which  was  to  be  collected  on  the  plains,  and  mam 
tui"ed  both  for  the  colonists  and  for  export. 

3rd.  To  establish  a  tannery  for  manufacturing  the  bu 
hides  for  domestic  use. 

The  capital  of  the  company  was  £2,000,  and  it  can-iec 
operations  until  1825,  when  it  was  wound  up,  the  whole  of 
money  invested  having  been  siKMit  and  a  debt  of  £500  in 
i-ed;  but  for  a  time  this  unprofitable  concern  gave  eiup 
ment  to  a  number  of  the  settlei-s,  and  enabled  them  to  Ix; 
their  ccmdition  fi-om  their  earnings,  A  few  domestic  a 
%vere  impoi'ted,  and  the  lot  of  the  colonists  became  much 
proved  in  several  diixjctionft. 

The  crops  continutMl  to  be  go<Kl,  and  the  admin istratioi 
affaii-s  under  (iovenior  Bulger  was  most  satisfactory  to 
l>eople,  who  were  sorry  when  he  resigned  and  I'etuniei 
England  in  June,  1823.  It  was  Captain  Bulger,  who,  by  ] 
ishing  an  Indian  for  attempted  murder,  first  showetl  tu 
natives  that  thev  would  not  be  allowed  to  break  the  law.s> 
inipmiity  near  the  colony,  an<l  it  was  he  who,  by  makiu;^ 
presentations  to  the  (.fovernor  and  Committee  of  the  Coui] 
in  London,  obtained  full  permission  for  the  settlei-s  to 
hoi'ses,  leather,  and  provisions  from  the  fi-eemen  and  nat 
a  privilege  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Comi>any  officers  attei 
ed  to  de|)rive  them  of. 

(Jovernor  Bulger  was  succeeded  by  Captain  R.  P.  Pell 
cousin  of  Sir  John  Heniy  Pelly,  Baronet,  who  was  at  that 
iorl  Ooverncir  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Comj>any  in  London: 
here,  K'fore  dealing  further  with  the  Red  River  Settlement 
will  turn  our  attention  to  the  (lesenj)tion  of  a  few  of  the  f 
and  posts  l>elongiiig  to  the  eonipany.  and  of  the  Indian  tr 
inhabiting  the  ccmntry  at  that  time. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


NORTH-WEST   FORTS   AND   INDIANS. 

I*^  nw,  as  already  shown,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had 
six  forts,  namely  Moose,  Henly,  East  Main  House,  Albany, 
York,  and  Prince  of  Wales  Fort.  In  1836,  according  to  papers 
laid  before  Pariiament,  the  company  had  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  establishments,  and  afforded  employment  to  twenty- 
fave  chief  factors,  twenty-seven  chief  traders,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  clerks,  and  about  twelve  hundred  regular  servants, 
wsides  the  occasional  labor  in  manning  boats  and  other 
services. 

In  1856,  the  number  of  establishments  had  increased  to  one 
"Qndred  and  fifty-four,  and  of  these  the  following  were  situ- 
ated between  Canada  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

ATHABASCA. 

^orts  Chipewyan,  Dunvegan,  Vermillion,  Fond  du  Lac. 

Mackenzie's  river. 
^<^rta  Simpson,    Liards,    Halkett,    Youcon,    Peel's    River, 
I^pierre's  House,   Good  Hope,   Rae,  Resolution,  Big  Island, 
Gorman. 

ENGLISH    RIVER. 

I'<>rt8  Isle  a  la  Crosse,  Rapid  River,  Green  Lake,  Deer's 
^ke,  Portage  la  Loche. 

SASKATCHEWAN. 

*'ort8  Edmonton,  Carlton,  Pitt,  Rocky  Mountain  House,  Lac 
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la  Biche,  Lesser  Slave  Lake,  Assiniboine,  Jasper's  House, 
Come. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Cumberland  House,  Moose  Lake,  The  Pas. 

SWAN    RIVER. 

Forts  Pelly,  EUice,  Qu'Appelle  Lakes,  Shoal  River,  Touc 
wood  Hills,  Egg  Lake. 

RED   RIVER. 

Upper  Fort  Garry,  Lower  Fort  Garry,  White  Horse  Flair 
Pembina,  Manitobah,  Reed  Lake. 

LAC   LA    PLUIE. 

Forts  Francis,  Alexander,  Rat  Poi-tage,  White  Dog,  Lac  d 
Bonnet,  Lac  de  Bois  Blanc,  Shoal  Lake. 

NORWAY    HOI'SE. 

Norway  House,  Beren's  River,  Nelson's  River. 

YORK. 

York     Factory,    Churchill,    Severn,    Front    Lake,   Oxfor 
House. 

ALBANY. 

Albany  Fact<3ry,  Marten's  Falls,  Osnaburg,  Lac  Seul. 

KINO(;rMISSEE. 

Matawaganiingue,  Kuckatcxjsh. 

LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

Michipicoton,  Batchewana,  Maurainse,  Pic,  Long  Lake.  Lal- 
Nipigon,  Fort  William,  Pigeon  River,  I^ac  d'Original. 

LAKE  HI'HON. 

Lacloche,  Little  Current,  Mississaugie,  Green  Lake.  Whit-* 
fish  Lake. 
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SAULT  STE.  MARIE. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

MOOSE. 

Moose  Factory,  Hannah  Bay,  Abitibi,  New  Bininswick. 

EAST  MAIN. 

(»reat  Whale  River,  Little  Whale  River,  Fort  George. 

RUPERT'S  RIVER. 

Rupert's   House.    Mistasinny,    Temiskamay,     Woswonaby, 
^whiskan.  Pike  Lake,  Nitchequon,  Kaniapiscow. 

TEMISCAMINGUE. 

T^^iiiiscaniingue  House,  Lraud,  Lac  Kakabeagino,  Lake  Nipis- 
^^^.  Hunters  Lodge,  Temagamingue. 

*^  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  twenty -two  forts  and 
P^^  in  the  Montreal  department,  fourteen  in  Oregon,  and 
^ft^n  in  British  Columbia. 

To  ifive  an  extended  description  of  the  company's  forts  and 
P*^^  would  occupy  more  space  than  we  have  at  our  disposal 
in  a  Nvork  of  this  kind,  but  a  few  particulai-s  relating  to  them 
^^y  V)e  of  interest  Commencing  with  what  may  be  termed 
^u«  a.iicient  forts,  we  find  that  Fort  Rouge  was  built  by  Veran- 
^^^  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Assiniboine,  probably  about  the 
year  1735^  but  was  given  up  soon  after  its  erection.  Of  this 
^^»  a  map  is  to  be  found  in  the  archives  at  Paris,  containing 
the  n^v\'  discoveries  of  the  west  in  Canada  in  the  year  1737, 
^^  on  it  is  marked  a  fort  at  the  north  of  the  Assiniboine, 
^^^tx  the  note  "  abandoned "  affixed,  showing  that  it  could 
^^^y  have  been  occupied  about  one  year.  In  the  Department 
oi  ^larine,  Paris,  there  is  a  map  said  to  have  been  made  after 
sketches  by  Verandrye,  dated  1740,  in  which  Fort  Rouge  is 
^^^'n  at  the  mouth  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Assiniboine 
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Another  map  ^ven  to  the  Depot  of  Marine,  Paris,  by  M.  de 

IfL  Galissoniei-e,  in  1750,  shows  a  fort  on  the  site  of  Fort  Rouge 

with    the   mark    "  Ancien    Fort ''   made   in   reference  to  it 

Tliomas  Jeffreys,  geographer  to  His  Majesty  of  England  in 

1 7()2,  sUites  that  a  fort  was  built  on  Rivifere  Rouge,  but  after- 

wanls  desei-te<l,  owing  to  its  pi-oximity  to  Forts  Maurepas  and 

de  la  Reine.      A  map  in  the   Dei^rtment  of    Marine.  Paris, 

dated   1750,  lias  a  Fort  Rouge  marked  on  it  at  the  month 

of  the  Assiniboine.     These  I'ecords  establish  the  fact  that  such 
a  fort  was  built,  but  not  a  vestige  of  it  now  remains,  the  very 

site  having  disappeared  through  the  cmmbling  of  the  banks 

into  the  river. 

Fort  Maurepas — Stood  near  the  site  of  the  present  town  of 
Portage  la  Praiiie,  according  to  the  map  of  1737,  in  the  aivh- 
ives  at  Paris,  but  this  name  was  afterwards  given  to  the  fort 
at  the  mouth  of  Winnipeg  River.  According  to  a  map  of  HoO- 
the  name  of  the  fort  near  Portage  la  Pi'airie  is  given  ai*  Fort 
de  la  Reine. 

Fort  Pembina — On  the  west  side  of  the  Red  River  ueartlu' 
International  lx)undarv,  this  fort  was  built  in  1797-9'S  by 
Charles  Chaboillez,  a  North- West  trader. 

Fort  (Gibraltar — Was  erected  in .  1800  by  the  North-^^est 
Company,  at  a  point  within  gun  shot  of  where  old  Fort  (iarn' 
afterwards  stood.  It  faced  towards  Re<l  River,  rather  than 
the  Assiniboine,  and  the  site  where  it  once  stcxx.l  is  now  nearly 
all  washed  away  into  the  river.  It  was  suiToundeil  hy  a 
stockade  from  twt»lve  to  fifteen  feet  high,  made  of  oak  tit^'^^ 
split  in  two,  and  there  were  eight  buildings  altogether  within 
the  enclosure.  This  fort  was  the  centre  of  much  tnnibh'  ^^' 
tween  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  North-West  Companies,  ^Yhich  iJ' 
depicted  elsewlu^re.  and   in  May,  IS  15,  it  was  pulled  down  h} 
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"r«l«MN  of  (Jovernor  St'inple,  in  retaliation  for  the  outratres  com- 
mittal hy  the  Noi*th-West  Company. 

tori  Dotu flits — Was  commenced  in  1812  by  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  Company  as  a  means  of  protection  for  the  Scotch  settlers 
of  the  Selkirk  Colony.  When  Fort  Gibraltar  was  pulled 
♦lown,  in  1815,  much  of  its  material  was  used  in  extending  and 
streujrthening  Fort  Douglas,  which  remained  the  headquarters 
of  the  govenior  of  Assiniboia  for  a  number  of  years,  until  soon 
after  the  union  of  the  two  companies  old  Fort  Garry  was 
huilt  When  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  re-purchased  Lord 
Selkirk's  rights,  the  property  known  as  Fort  Douglas  was 
8oH  to  Robert  Logan,  who  occupied  some  of  the  buildings  till 
lHo4.  Not  a  stick  or  stone  of  the  old  fort  remains,  and,  like 
most  of  the  old  establishments  on  the  Red  River,  the  very 
8ite  upon  which  it  was  built  has  almost  disappeared  by  being 
washed  away. 

Old  Fori  Garry — Was  built  soon  after  the  union  of  the  two 
W)mpanies  in  1821,  and  the  stores  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany removed  to  it  from  Fort  Douglas.  The  fort  was  named 
after  one  Nicholas  Garry,  an  influential  director  of  the  com- 
pany, who.  in  1822,  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
P>»t  corporation. 

So  much  for  some  of  the  ancient  forts,  now  let  us  take  a 
panee  at  a  few  of  more  recent  date. 

^^  Pelly — A  compact,  well-ordered  post  on  the  route  from 
''ort  (}arry  to  Carlton,  sheltered  on  the  north  side  by  a  range 
^'  woods^  with  the  Assiniboine  river  in  front. 

'^^*t  Carlton — Situated  oti  the  south  side  of  the  Saskatche- 
*'^.  and  defended  by  high  palisades,  with  a  gallery  armed 
^all  pieces  surrounding  the  whole  scjuare. 

^^  Ut  Cr  fise — A  neat  and  compact  post  on  the  lake,  with 
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a  low,  swampy  countrj'  around  it,  but  to  the  north  of  the  fort, 
at  Poi-ta^  la  Loche,  the  hills  are  a  thousand  feet  high,  and 
command  a  line  view  of  Clear  Water  River,  and  its  picturesque 
valley. 

Fort  Chipt'wyan — On  the  shore  of  Athabasca  Lake,  sur- 
rounded by  rocks  and  swamps,  where  the  climate  precludes  sll 
prospect  of  rearing  farm  produce,  and  the  coarse  ^rass  cut  in 
the  swamps  is  the  only  provender  obtainable  for  the  cattle 

Fori  EdTnontmi — On  the  noi-th  branch  of  the  Saskatdie- 
wan,  of  a  hexagonal  fonn,  well  built,  with  high  pickets  and 
bastions,  and  battlemented  gateways  on  an  almost  perpendicn- 
lar  height,  commanding  the  river.  The  fort  was  painted  inside 
and  out,  with  devices  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  savages  who  fre- 
(juente*!  it.  Over  the  gat<^way  were  a  fantastic  jmir  of  vanes, 
and  the  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  hall  pi-esented  gaudy  colors 
and  (jueer  sculptures  for  the  admiration  of  the  Indians,  tht: 
buildings,  for  the  same  reason,. Ijeing  painte<l  reil. 

Fort  Churchill — On  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bav,  situated ii 

the  midst  of  an  extremelv  barren,  rockv,  and  drv  localitv,  witli 
out  woo<l,  where  a  few  garden  vegetables  were,  with  difficulty 

raised. 

York  F(irtiy)vj — Also  (m  Hudson's  Bav,  has  a  countrv  aroiuw 
it  which,  although  elevated  above  the  river,  is  one  entir 
swamp,  covered  with  low  stunted  pine,  almost  impenetrabk 
The  land  seems  to  have  l>een  thrown  up  by  the  sea,  an<l  i' 
never  thawed  more  than  ten  or  twelve  inches  during  the  hot 
test  wt^ather,  and  is  then  of  the  consistence  of  clammy  mud 
even  in  the  centre  of  the  factory  it  is  necessary  to  keep  on  th' 
platforms  to  avoid  sinking  over  the  ankles,  It  was  the  grea 
warehousing  depot  for  the  com])any. 

Alharnj  Fort — On  James  Bay:  the  soil  is  better,  and  tl 
climate  more  temperate  than  the  two  preceding  forts. 
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M'x'sr—  Further  south,  also  on  James  Bay,  tlie  same  may  be 
^ai«l  uf  it  as  of  Albany,  and  at  both  these  forts  potatoes  and 
garden  pixxiuce  are  raised,  but  with  difficulty.  The  winter  at 
all  these  |)os>ts  on  Hudson  s  Bay  and  James  Bay,  is  most  severe, 
and  at  other  seasons  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  subject  to 
the  most  capricious  variations. 

Foii  (r'a/T*?/ — The  principal  station  of  the  Red  River  settle- 
went,  and  the  second  one  of  that  name  built,  was  situated  at 
the  forks  of  the  Red  and  Assiniboine  Rivers,  enviiT)ned  by 
plains,  and  with  a  country  to  the  north-west  studded  with 
^Of^H  of  poplar  and  dwarf  oak.  It  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant distributing  posts  belonging  to  the  company,  and  one 
of  the  strongest  and  best-built  forts  in  the  territory.  Sur- 
\  it>umle(l  by  a  stone  wall,  with  bastions,  it  contained  several 
f    laijje  warehouses  and  handsome  residences. 

Foii  AlexuTule rSitusited  on  Winnipeg  River,  about  three 
wiles  above  where  it  empties  into  the  lake  of  the  same  name, 
"M  some  good  farming  land  in  the  vicinity. 

Lower  Foi't  Garry y  or  Stone  Fort — Near  the  mouth  of  the 
^  River,  where  it  flows  into  Lake  Winnipeg,  built  with  even 
Plater  strength  than  Upper  Fort  Garry,  but  not  so  neatly 
^^■'wigeil.  It,  too,  was  a  most  important  post,  and  was  used 
^y  Sir  George  Simpson  as  his  headquarters  when  he  visited 
^  part  of  the  country. 

^oncny  House — At  the  head  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  surrounded 
"y  *  barren  country,  was  at  one  time  the  place  of  meeting, 
^nere  the  Governor  and  his  council  assembled  annually,  and 
^**  one  of  the  principal  posts  of  the  company. 

^^(^nberland  House — On  the  Saskatchewan  river,  at  a  spot 
^'»ere  it  jg  touched  by  Cumberland  Lake.  The  fort  is  built  on 
^''^sland.andwafl  the  headquarters  of  the  Cumberland  district. 
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Fcri't  Vermillion — The  most  favorably  situated  post 
baska  district  for  a^icultural  purposes,  wheat,  barley, 
and  garden  vegetables  being  raised  there. 

Danvegan — Built  at  the  confluence  of  the  Smoky  i 
rivers,  the  point  of  direct  regular  communication  bet 
Northern  Department  an<l  New  Caledonia. 

Such  were  a  few  of  the  forts  belonging  to  the  Hud. 
Company,  used  in  carrjnng  on  their  extensive  ti 
the  Indians.  Most  of  their  establishments  were  mo 
protecteil  by  palisades  or  walls,  which  were  arran 
loop-holes,  and  other  means  for  carrjnng  on  a  defen 
thev  be  attacked.  The  admiration  of  the  Indian 
superior  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  Europeans  was  < 
cause  of  the  awe  with  which  the  Hudson's  Bav  C 
forts  and  ()tficei*s  were  viewed,  and  in  some  measun 
the  secnritv  of  a  handful  of  men,  seattei^d  in  diflei'er 
stockaded  ]>osts,  over  a  vast  territory,  inhabited!  by  t 
of  warlike  ])e()ple. 

The  number  of  Indians  in  the  Noi*th-\Vest,  at  tlu 
refer  to,  can  only  Ix?  estimated,  as  it  was  almost  imj) 
obtain  a  correct  census,  owint^  to  their  roving  habits, 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  po])ulation  in  the  se 
tricts  bt*tween  Canada  and  the  Rockies,  was  l>etwet 
and  .30, 000  souls.  Sir  (Jeor^e  Simpson  gave  the 
estimate  of  the  tribes  in  the  Saskatchewan  district : 

TtNTO. 

Crees 500  • 

Assiniboines    580 

Blackfert 800  : 

Pei<rans 350  : 

Blood  Indians 250  ] 
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Tent9.  Souls. 

Surcees 50  350 

Gros  Ventres 300  2,100 

Saulteaiix 20  140 

2,350        16,450 

It  is  thought,  however,  that  Sir  George  Simpson  included  in 
his  figures  only  those  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  company's 
forts,  and  that  his  estimate  is  therefore  under  the  mark. 

The  following  will  give  some  idea  of  the  tribes  inhabiting 
»t  that  time  the  north-western  country  east  of  the  Rock}' 
Mountains,  and  is  a  fairly  correct  account — as  accurate  at  least 
M  could  then  be  ascertained. 

MACKENZIE   RIVER   DISTRICT. 

The  Copper  Indians. 

The  Loucheaux  or  Quarrellei-s. 

The  Hare  Indians 

The  Dog  Rib  Indians. 

The  Strong-Bow  Indians. 

ATHABASCA    AND    ISLE    A    LA   CROSSE    DISTRICT. 

The  Chipewyans. 

The  CreeH  (a  few  of  this  tril)e). 

PEACE    RIVER   DISTRICT. 

Ine  Beaver  Indians. 

*"^  Saulteaux  (a  few  of  this  tribe). 

UPPER   SASKATCHEWAN    DISTRICT. 

^^^  Blackfeet. 
'"^  Bloo<l  Indians. 
*"^  Pei^ns. 
''^^Oros  Ventres. 
*"«  Surc(»eH. 
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All  these  live  tribes  were  generally  termed  Blackf eet,  althoifb 
they  sjwke  different  languages  and  had  different  customs  and 
uiannere. 

LOWER   SASKATCHEWAN   DISTRICT. 

The  Stone  Indians,  or  Assiniboines. 

The  Crees. 

The  Saulteaiix  or  Ojibways. 

These  three  tribes  were  constantly  at  variance  with  the 
Blackfeet,  and  the  whole  eight  in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Sis- 
katehewan,  followed  the  chase  as  a  means  of  subsistenct 
The  Assinil)oines,  Crees,  and  Saulteaux,  extended  their  habiti' 
tions  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Red  River  and  to  Swan  River. 

VOHK  FACTORY,  OXFOUI),  NORWAY   HOl'SE,  CUMBERLAND  AXD 
LOWER  PART  OF  SWAN  RIVER  DLSTRICT. 

Swaiii])y  Indians. 

These  evidently  sprang  from  the  Crees,  as  their  lan<]^age  is 
onlv  a  dialect  of  the  Cree.  It  is  also  said  that  there  is  a  mix- 
tiire  uf  Saulteaux  in  their  oritnn. 

CHURCHILL    DISTRICT. 

Kscjuiniaux. 

Chipewyaus. 

Swanipies. 

The  Crees  were  the  largest  tril)e  or  nation,  divi<led  into  two 
branches,  those  on  the  Saskatchewan,  and  the  Swampi^ 
around  the  lM)rdei'S  of  Hudson's  Bav,  fixjui  Fort  Churchill  to 
East  Main.  Tlit*  measles  and  sniall-[X)x  swept  off  many  fr^n 
INK)  to  1820,  but  thev  afterwards  increased  in  numbers  and 
extended  over  the  eouutrv,  es})eciallv  to  the  south. 

The  Saulteaux  were  a  l>ranch  of  the  Chipewyans, ami  atone 
time  Were  the  most  powerful    trilx;  in   the   North-West,  ^ 
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»ey,  too,  were  recluced  in  numbers  by  the  snmll-pox,  and 
^ing  indolent  and  proud,  were,  therefore,  ahnost  constant- 
in  a  state  of  starvation.  The  Crees  were  always  at  enmity 
th  them,  and  when,  in  1870,  the  Saulteaux  found  their  way 
Rd  River,  it  was  bitterly  resented  by  the  former  as  an  in- 
Uiion  upon  their  territory,  an  instance  of  which  was  given, 
»en  Lord  Selkirk,  in  making  his  treaty  with  the  Indians, 
mnitted  the  mistake  of  placing  the  Saulteaux  fii-st  on  the 
k  As  will  be  remembered,  the  Crees  were  bitterly  indig- 
it  at  this,  and  thi-eatened  not  only  to  break  the  treaty,  but 
)  to  demand  back  the  lands,  thus  causing  the  Scotch  settlers 
ch  anxiety,  lest  their  farms  should  be  taken  from  them  by 
savages. 

Tie  Surcees  were  regarded  as  the  boldest  of  the  tribes,  and 
se-stealing  was  a  favorite  occupation  with  them.  The 
es  and  Black  feet  were  continually  at  war,  and  each  were  at 
lity  with  the  Assinitoines,  small  tribes  being  drawn  into 
contests  of  the  larger,  and  the  whole  seldom  at  peace, 
buscades,  surprises  by  day  or  night,  and  treacherous  mas- 
V8  of  old  and  3'oung,.  of  women  and  the  sick,  constituted 
moving  interests  of  their  lives.  The  most  degrading  sup- 
itions  pi-e vailed  ;  cunning  was  employed  where  force  could 
\)e  used  in  plunder :  lying  was  sj'stematic :  women  were 
ted  as  beasts,  and  the  wild  Indian  was,  in  many  respects, 
e  savage  than  the  animals  ai-ound  him. 
he  Stone  or  Assiniboine  Indians  were  grossly  and  habitu- 
treacherous,  generally  at  war  with  the  neighlx)ring  tribes, 
never  failed  to  take  the  scalps  of  their  prisoners  as  tro- 
8.  and  they  even  abused  the  rights  of  hospitality,  by  way- 
ttg  and  plundering  the  very  guest  who  had  been  apjmrent- 
jceived  with  kindness,  and  just  departed  from  their  tents. 
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Tlie  Swampies  were  rather  diminutive  in  comparison  with 
the  In<lians  who  inhabited  the  plains,  and  were  not  a  wariib 
race.  They  often  suffered  from  want  of  food,  instances  ha\iDg 
been  known  of  their  being  compelled  by  hunger  to  resort  to 
cannibalisiiu  although  such  instances  were  rare. 

The  Sioux,  at  one  time,  laid  claim  to  a  part  of  the  BritiA 
Xorth-West,  but  ha\nng  made  themselves  unpopular  wiih  the 
other  trilx\s  of  Indians,  thev  were  driven  bv  them  across  tb 
lx)undary  line  to  American  soil.  It  appears  that  the  quanel 
which  resulted!  in  the  Ijanishment  of  the  Sioux  was  bron^ 
alx)ut  in  the  tii"st  instance  by  the  killing  of  a  dog,  a  Sioux  bar- 
ing shot  a  canine  belonging  to  another  Indian,  and  from  thi 
insigiiiticant  commencement  a  strife  arose  which  ultimate 
brought  alx)ut  a  union  of  the  Saulteaux,  Crees  and  Assini- 
lK)int\s  to  ilrive  the  Sioux  out  of  the  countrv. 

The  ]>lain  Indians,  such  as  the  Blackfeet,  Assinil)oint?s  and 
Cret's.  «litferevl  entirely  in  their  moile  of  life  fn>m  those  who 
fre<iUt*iited  the  wckxIs.  Their  habits  were  inoi*e  of  a  roving 
character,  the  vast  prairie  being  open  to  them,  covei'eil  as  it 
was  then  with  immense  herds  of  butfalo.  As  far  as  theeya 
could  reach,  day  after  day,  when  they  travelled  over  the  plains 
they  could  see,  as  it  were,  one  givat  field  of  luxuriant  imsturt, 
and  as  their  horses  tro<l  beneath  their  feet  the  beautiful 
riowors  of  the  praine,  the  air  was  scented  with  a  delicious  pe^ 
fnnu*.  Here  an<l  there  they  would  come  across  clear,  running 
brooks,  or  picturescjue  lakes,  with  beautiful  groves  of  trrtS 
♦lotting  the  landscapt*.  Tlu'u  came  the  exciting  chase,  and 
afterwards  the  grateful  feeling  that  an  abundance  of  meat  and 
drink  was  theii^s.  What  more  could  those  savajre  children  rf 
nature  wish  for  ^  But  sometimes  disease  and  death  would 
come  among  them,  and  at  othei's,  through  their  own  improv- 
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idence,  starvation  woulji  stalk  thix>ugh  their  midst.      It  was 
then  that  the  kindly  oflaces  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company  s 
tenants  would  be  felt — hungry  mouths  would  be  tilled  as  far 
^the  resources  of  the  post  would  allow,  medicines  and  clothes 
would  be  furnished,  and  the  grateful  Indians  would  feel  them- 
selves bound  to  their  white  brothers  by  the  greatest  of  all 
ties,  that  of  gi-atitude.      It  was  this  fatherly  care  of  the  In- 
dians that    gave   the   Hudson's    Bay   Company   their  great 
influence  over  the  savage  tribes  of  the  North-West,  and  with 
the  union  of  the  fur  companies  the  use  of  intoxicants,  although 
not  abolished  in  trading  with  the  Indians,  was  gi'e^tly  curtail- 
ed, and  general  drunkeimess   amongst   the  tribes  became  a 
thin^'  of  the  past. 

During  the  days  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  Indians 
HveiJ  a  life  of  thorough  freedom :  the  tribes  of  the  plains  fol- 
lowing the  chase,  the  wood  Indians  hunting  and  trapping,  and 
when  the  furs  were  thus  gathered  in  they  were  ever  able  to 
dispose  of  them  at  the  company's  posts  or  to  their  servants, 
*t  fair  prices.  Indeed  it  was  customary  to  give  Indians  credit 
^  advance  of  their  hunt,  and  to  their  honor  be  it  said  that 
A^y  almost  invariably  paid  their  debts  with  the  tirat  catch  of 
fwsnaade.    This  created  a  mutual  feeling  of  confidence  which, 

• 

^  conjimction  with  the  kind  and  considei*ate  treatment  of  the 
stives  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  officers,  caused  the  company  to 
^  looked  upon  by  the  red-man  as  a  protector. 

But  the  character  of  the  Indians  was  not  all  to  be  admired. 
*Q^y  were  cruel,  deceitful,  and  complete  adepts  in  the  art  of 
^ttery,  which  they  never  spared  as  long  as  they  found  that 

• 

*t  con<luceil  to  their  interest,  but  not  a  moment  longer.  They 
^ered  so  much  from  the  rest  of  mankind  that  harsh  usage 
^med  to  agree  better  with  the  generality  of  them  than  mild 
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treatment.     Their  aged  parents  were  treated  not  only 

entire  neglect,  but  also  with  contempt,  and  it  was  calci 

that  at  least  one-half  of  the  aged  of  lx)th  sexes  were  1 

starve.     Every  species  of  labor  and  drudgerj"  was  throw 

tirely  upon  the  women,  and  when  an  Indian  travelled  on 

with  his  family,  all  the  Ioa<l  which  had  to  be  carried  wtt 

signed  to  the  back  of  his  wife  or  wives,  for  he  did  not  a 

content  hin)se]f  with  one.     As  a  rule,  the  Indian  proved 

self  a  practised  thief,  whenever  he  had  an  opportunity,  s 

great  was  their  love  of  gambling  that  they  would  strip 

selves  of  every  article  they  possessed  in  the  unsuoeessfn 

suit  of  this  passion.     Their  cruelty,  when  making  wf 

use  of  the  scalping  knife,  the  torture  of  their  prisoner 

claimed  the  savagery  of  their  nature.     Against  all  thot 

traits  of  character  thev  had,  of  course,  othei-s  to  be  ad 

as,  for  instance,  their  lovaltv  when  ti-usted,  and  their  1 

gratitude  for  a  favor  shown  or  a  kin<Iness  bestowe<l. 

To  show  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  s  jwlicy  \ 

treat  the  Indians  with  kindness  and  consitleration.  w 

now  (juote  from  some  of  the  Standing  Rules  and  Regul 

of  the  service  : — 

Staiuling    Kules   of   the    Fur  Trade  eKtablished   by  the  C«nincils 
Northern  and  Snuthern  DepHFtiuent^  of  Rupert's  LAnd  : — 

Tlmt  the  IndiHiis  be  treated  with  kindness  and  indulgence,  and  ii 
c<»neiliat<n-y  means,  re8<:»i'ted  to  in  onler  t<»  encourage  industry, 
vice,  and  inculcate  morality  :  that  the  use  of  Kpirituous  lifiuon*  be  i; 
ly  discontinued  in  the  ver}-  few  districts  in  which  it  is  yet  indi.'<|)e; 
and  tlmt  the  Indi  ins  l»e  lil>erally  supplied  with  re<{ui8ite  necessari< 
ticularly  with  articles  of  ammunition,  whether  they  have  the  means  of 
for  it  or  not,  and  that  no  gentleman  in  charge  of  diatrict  or  {Mtst  l>e 
crty  to  alter  or  vary  the  st^indanl  r>r  usual  nunle  of  trade  with  the  I: 
except  by  special  permission  of  c<mncil. 

That  not  more  than  two  gallons  of  spirituous  liquor,  and  four  gal 
wine,  be  sold  at  the  depot  to  any  individual  in  the  com{nny'8  ser 
what  rank  soever  he  may  be. 
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HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY'S  REGULATIONS. 

Resolved,  Ist.  That  for  tlje  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  ser- 
vints,  the  more  effectual  civilization,  and  the  instruction  of  the  families 
and  Indians  attached  to  the  different  establishments,  the  Sabbath  be  duly 
obieiTed  as  a  day  of  rest  at  all  the  company's  posts  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  Divine  Service  be  publicly  read  with  becoming  solemnity,  at 
which  all  the  servants  and  families  resident  be  encouraged  to  attend,  to- 
l^her  with  any  of  the  Indians  who  may  be  at  hand,  and  whom  it  may  be 
proper  to  uivit«. 

2nd.  That  in  course  of  the  week  due  attention  be  bestowed  to  furnish 
the  women  and  children  with  such  regular  and  useful  occupation  as  is 
suited  to  their  age  and  capacities,  and  best  calculated  to  suppress  vicious 
and  promote  virtuous  habits. 

3rd.  As  a  preparative  to  education,  that  the  women  and  children  at  the 
•everal  posts  in  the  country  be  always  addressed  and  habituated  to  con- 
Tersein  the  language  (whether  English  or  French)  of  the  father  of  the 
^wnily ;  and  that  he  be  encouraged  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  leisure  time 
to  their  instruction,  as  far  as  his  own  knowledge  and  ability  will  permit. 

In  his  testimonv  before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Common.s,  appointed  to  consider  tlie  state  of  the  British  [X)s- 
8^ions  in  North  America,  Sir  (leor^e  Simpson  stated  on  the 
-6th  Feb.,  1857,  that  in  his  opinion  the  Indians  in  the  Thick- 
^ockI  coimtn'  had  increased  in  numljer,  while  those  on  the 
plains  had  deci'ea.sed,  on  account  of  the  rava<^es  of  small-pox, 
*^<l  their  constant  ware  among  themselves.  The  following 
'^tunis.  taken  from  the  evidence  presented  lx»fore  the  same 
^■<>iimutt»*e,  will  give  a  fairly  corrt^ct  idea  of  the  native  popu- 
'«^oui„  i8.5r): 

NORTHERN    DEPARTMENT. 

Athabasca  District 1,550 

^kenzie  River 10,430 

Knghsh  River 1,370 

'^'^katchewan 2t<,050 

^'Umberland 750 

^Wan  River 2,200 

^Wd  River 3,000 

^-^cUPluie 2,850 

N 
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Norway  House 1,080 

York 1,500 

Albany 1,100 

Kinojjruniissee 400 

Lake  Superior 1,330 

Lake  Huron 1,100 

Sault  St.  Marie 150 

Moose 730 

East  Main      ....                  ...  700 

Rupert's  River          ......  985 

Temiscaningue 1,080 

Indian  population  of  the  North- West          •        -        -  60,305 

ADD  TO  THIS  : 

Montreal  Department 3,106 

Oregon 5,400 

British  Columbia 76,000 

Esquimaux 4,000  87,505 

147,810 

The  above  may  be  classified  according  to  I'aces,  as  follows 

Thickwood  Indians,  east  of  Rockies        .         -         .         .  35,000 

Plain  Tribes,  Blackfeet,  Crees,  etc.,            -         -         -  25,300 

Oregon  and  British  Columbia  Indians    -        -                  -  80,400 

Indians  in  Elastem  Canada 3,100 

Es(|uimaux 4,000 

147,800 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF   GOVERXMEXT   AT   RED    RIVER. 

When  Captain  Pelly  became  Governor  of  the  Selkirk  Colony, 
Mr.  Donald  McKenzie  representee!  the  interests  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  at  Foi*t  Gibraltar,  and  under  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Halket,  the  settlers  were  supplied  with 
goods  from  the  company's  stores  at  the  following  i-ates  on 
prime  cost :  first,  thirty-three  and  one  third  on  the  original 
cost  in  England  to  cover  charges,  to  which  was  added  fifty- 
«ight  per  cent,  profit.  This  meant  practically  about  one  hun- 
^^  per  cent  added  to  the  first  cost  of  the  goods  in  the  old 
country,  which  was,  of  course,  a  very  profitable  business  for  the 
wmpany,  and  at  the  same  time  a  better  arrangement  for  the 
settlers  than  had  existed  when  the  supplies  were  obtained  at 
Fort  Douglas. 

About  this  time  also,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  intro- 
"^ced  a  circulating  medium  in  the  shape  of  a  paper  currency, 
^hich  proved  of  great  service  to  the  community  at  large. 
^^  notes  were  of  three  different  values,  the  highest  being  for 
^^  pound  sterling,  the  next  five  shillings,  and  the  lowest,  one 
billing.  They  were  payable  in  bills  of  exchange  at  York 
f^ictory,  which  was  seven  hundred  miles  away  from  tlie  colony, 
"^t  the  company  never  refused  to  give  a  bill  on  London  at 
^^  River  for  their  notes.  The  currency  was  accepted  and 
^^  by  the  settlers  with  the  greatest  confidence,  and  a  man 
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who  ha<l  a  pocketful  of  "Hudson  Bay  blankets/*  as  the  notes 
were  nicknamed,  considered  himself  a  verj'  lucky  individual 
indeed,  and  had  no  feans  about  the  stability  of  the  bank. 

Cattle  now  began  to  be  driven  into  the  settlement  in  large 
droves,  and  offered  for  sale,  some  of  the  herds  coming  overland 
from  as  far  south  as  Kentucky,  an<I  in  this  way,  and  from 
other  causes,  the  condition  of  the  settlera  began  steadily  to  im- 
prove. There  were,  however,  about  the  same  time,  a  number 
of  improvident  people  adde<l  to  the  population  on  tlu?  banks 
of  the  Red  River,  who  did  not  fuither  to  any  great  extent  the 
pros|>erity  of  the  conununity  as  a  whole.  These  were  the  half- 
breetl  voyageui-s  and  othei's,  who,  during  the  time  of  the  Xorth- 
West  Company,  found  employment  in  conducting  the  brigades 
between  Fort  William  and  the  inland  posts.  When  the  union 
of  th«'  fur  companies  t^^jk  place.  Yia'k  Factory  l^ecanie  tht 
head-ijuarters  of  the  fur  trade,  and  Foit  William  sank  into  the 
condition  of  a   mere  station.     The  birch  canoe  was  allowe<l  to 

—    • 

decav,  and  the  hardv  men,  chietlv  half-breeds,  who  nmnuf^l  it 
in  former  times,  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and,  tosuj*- 
))ort  themselves  and  their  families,  l>ecame  huntei's.  But  thb 
mode  of  life  did  not  suit  manv  of  them,  and  thev  i^'Hiiually 
joined  the  colony  on  the  Red  River,  an<l  scattered  theul^elve> 
alouLT  the  Assinilx)ine.  Scjine  of  the  l)etter  classes  of  thf>*' 
made  tx<">d  settlers  and  assumt*d  the  occupation  of  freighter? 
by  means  of  carts  and  horses,  while  the  pixn'er  haif-bre***!'* 
who  came  into  the  settlement  from  the  Indian  territories. bt'iii^' 
destitute  of  hoi*ses  or  the  means  to  buy  them,  lived  a  ven'l'r*" 
carious  mo<le  of  life.  Hut  as  th<'  c<ni<lition  of  the  couutn' itii- 
proved,  t^ven  these  p(M)r  people  <;radually  succeedt^l  in  iiettenng 
th«Mr  circumstances  and  i)ecame  trip-men,  tishernien,  ami  ^'^*' 
lowe«l  other  ])Ursuits  con^^^'nial  to  them,  although  fewuu<ler- 
took  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  any  extent. 
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The  settlers  generally,  however,  were  successful  in  their 
fanninjr  operations,  and  a  considerable  extent  of  new  land  was 
turned  over,  the  possession  of  cattle  assisting  very  materially 
in  this  respect.  The  crops  gi'ew  luxuriantly,  ripened  well,  and 
were  ^thered  in  in  go<xl  condition,  the  yield  being  from 
twenty  to  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre  from  cultivated  lan<l,  and 
fn)ni  six  to  seven  when  sown  upon  the  sod.  The  gra8shopi>er8 
IumI  disappeared,  and  the  only  drawback  experienced  was  in 
^^  antuuin  of  1825,  when  the  colony  became  infested  with 
»»i(*e,  which  for  a  time  tlireatened  the  settlement  with  a  fresh 
<^Iamity,  the  new  enemy  being  exceedingly  numerous  and  de- 
»tnictive,  but  happily  they  came  too  late  in  the  season  to  do 
»»nch  .serious  hann. 

*h«*   following  year,  1826,  wjis  one  of  <lire  disaster,  and  the 
^^wniities  of  the  former  seasons  seemed  to  hav(»  retunie<l  with 
fourfold  force.     It  commenced  during  the  winter,  when  a  sud- 
*^**'i  aikI  fearful  snow  .storm  swept  the  land,  driving  the  buffalo 
^y^>>ifl  the  huntei-s'  reach,  and  kilHng  most  of  their  holies. 
I  he  vij^it^^JQn  was  .so  unexpeet4.Hl  that  the  people  on  the  plains 
^'^'J^*   totally  unpivpared  for  it,  and  lx*ing  without  food,  starva- 
tion  Htared  them  in  the  face.     The  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
*"**    private  intlividuals  in  the  settlement,  «s  soon   as   they 
n«*ar«l  of  the  disaster,  at  once  .sent  out  provisions  to  the  afHict- 
'^*  ^^^mters,  and  in  this  wav   saved  a  number  of  them  from 
•i«*atl|^  liut  others,  not  .so  foilimati',  were  either  fiY>zen  or  die<l 
JiDiii  exhaustion,  and  in  this  wav  manv  lost  their  lives.     It 
^****  H  terrible  winter,  and  in  the  spring  was  followed  \)y  fresh 
*  ^J^a^ter.    for    hardlv  ha<l  the  colonists  recovered  themselves 
*^^tn  their  exertions  in  relieving  the  plain-hunters  and  tlu*ir 
*^'*Ulies,  than  thev  themselves  were  visited  bv  a  irreat  cahimi- 
»^  •     Hie  wint<»r  had  been  unusuallv  .sevc^re,  the  snow  averacr- 
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in^  over  three  feet  in  depth  on  the  prairie,  and  from  four  to 
five  feet  in  the  woods,  and  the  ice  on  the  river  meamiriDg  near- 
ly six  feet  in  thickness.  The  result  of  this  was,  that  in  the 
spring,  the  flow  of  water  from  the  melting  of  the  snow  became 
alanning,  and  the  ice  l^eing  so  thick,  the  river  on  the  4th  of 
May,  overflowed  its  banks  and  spread  so  fast,  that  almost  be- 
fore the  people  were  aware  of  the  danger  it  had  reached  their 
dwellings. 

Then  ensued  a  scene  of  destiiiction  that  struck  terror  into 
the  heai-ts  of  the  unfortunate  settlere.  The  people  had  to  fly 
from  their  homes,  leaving  all  that  they  possessed  behind  them, 
and  the  cries  of  the  women  and  children,  the  lowing  of  the 
cattle,  and  howling  of  the  dogs,  only  adde<i  to  the  confusioa 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  all  in  their  power  to  ai<i  the 
distrejssed  colonists,  an<l  bv  means  of  lx)ats  the  families  were 
convt'Ved  to  places  of  «»afetv,  the  cattle  were  driven  to  the  hills, 
and  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  save  the  grain  and  funii- 
ture  from  tlu'  houses  and  V)arns,  when  the  ice  gave  way  an<J 
swej>t  everything  before  it.  Hardly  a  house  or  building  f>» 
anv  kind  was  left  standintf  in  the  settlement,  some  of  theiuhe- 
ing  carried  away  whole  an<l  entire  to  Ix*  engulfeil  in  Lal^** 
\Vinni))eg.  The  flood  continued  in  full  force  until  the  2l8t.  the 
water  rising  fully  tirteen  feet  al)ove  the  ordinary  level  of  pr*^' 
vious  vears,  but  on  the  22nd,  it  bei^an  to  recede,  until,  on  the 
l.)tli  June,  the  settlers  were  abh*  to  approach  the  sites  of  their 
former  dwt^llinirs.  Fortunatelv  onlv  one  life  was  lost,  but  the 
pt^oph*  wtae  almost  ruine<l,  and  the  colony  which  hiul  cOi»- 
menced  to  show  signs  of  suV»stantial  prosperity,  once  n^^^ 
sank  into  a  state  of  <lesolation  and  <listress. 

It  is  sairl  that  in  177().  the  flcMjd  on  the  Red  River  was  eveii 
hight-r  than  the  one  just  describe<l,  and  others  in    1790,  and  >u 
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i^l  were  unusually  high,  but  the  overflow  of  1826,  resulted 
1  more  lianlship  than  any  of  its  predecessors.  One  good  re- 
lit, however,  was  that  the  de  Meurons  and  other  objectionable 
?ttlers  to  the  number  of  243  individuals  decided  to  try  their 
)rtune  elsewhei*e,  and  took  their  departure  for  the  United 
tatts,to  be  seen  no  more  at  Red  River.  Their  departure  was 
ot  ivj^Teted,  and  wa.s  even  hastened  by  the  company  fuiTiish- 
»{j  them  with  .supi)lies  to  use  in  their  journey. 
The  Scotch  settlers,  undaunted  by  their  many  reverses,  now 
ent  to  work  to  rebuild  their  homes,  and  in  the  year  1827,  the 
)lony  may  l>e  said  to  have  entered  uiK)n  a  new  era  of  its  exis- 
?nce,  until,  in  1830,  the  dross  having  been  purged  from  the 
JUiinunity,  the  settlement  was  completely  re-established  on  a 
ett<?r  footing  tlian  ever,  and  its  prosi)ects  became  more  promis- 
%  It  is  said  that  every  clou<l  has  its  silver  lining,  and  thus 
'  was  with  the  settles  on  Red  River.  The  sunuuer  after  the 
^1  was  a  very  hot  one,  and  the  little  seed  sown  in  June  and 
iilyof  IS2()  all  came  to  maturity  with  surprising  rapidity. 
'»e  huntei-s  were  successful  in  both  trips,  and  brought  in  a 
wiliful  supply  of  pemmican  and  dried  meat,  and  the  tishermen 
1  the  river  and  lake  added  considerably  to  the  store  of  pro- 
•sioiiH,  SO  that  the  settlei-s  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
iat  there  was  enough  fcxxl  to  bid  defiance  to  want  until  the 
allowing  spring. 

Pn*vi<ms  to  the  year  1825,  the  grain  raised  in  the  colony 
ul  to  lie  ground  on  quenis,  or  hand-mills.  Although  Lord 
?lkirk  had  sent  out  a  windmill  in  the  early  perio<l  of  the 
ttleuient,  no  one  had  been  found  capable  of  putting  it  int(j 
orking  onler,  until  the  executora  of  his  Lordship's  estate 
■lit  out  a  millwright  to  set  it  up,  and,  after  ten  yeai-s  of  idle- 
«>s,  it  commenced  working  in  1825.     Soon  after  this,  it  was 
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bought  by  Mr.  I-«ogan  for  about  ^300,  although  it  cost  £1500. 
and  that  gentleman  succeede<l  in  running  it  with  protlt  to 
himself  and  benefit  to  the  eonnnunity,  and  from  this  bepnning 
windmills  soon  sprang  up  in  every  direction,  until,  iu  a  few 
yeai's,  thei"e  were  a  dozen  or  njore  in  the  settlement.  A  water 
mill  was  also  attempted  alx)ut  this  time  by  Mr.  CuthWrt 
(Ji-ant,  who  had  settled  down  to  In?  a  steat^ly-going  man  of 
business,  but  his  enterprise  was  not  rewartled  with  the  success 
it  deserved.  He  eonstniete<l  a  dam  across  a  creek  at  White 
Hoi-se  Plains  :  built  his  mill  only  to  find  that  it  did  not  work 
satisfactorily,  and  the  dam  giving  way  soon  aftenvanls.  the 
whole  itivestment  pn)ved  to  be  a  total  loss  of  about  £«S0< Mo 
Mr.  Grant. 

In  IS.Sl,  the  HikIsohs  Bay  Company  built  Lower  F<^rt 
Garry,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  ithe  seat  of  (lovem- 
ment,  luit  this  was  afterwai'ds  relinquished  in  favor  <»f  the 
Uppt^r  Fort.  The  lattrr  was  at  that  time  a  lively  and  attrac- 
tive station,  full  of  business  an<l  activity,  as  all  the  ati'aii>  of 
the  colon v  were  transacted  there.  I^)wer  Fort  Garrv  wa> 
more  pictures(|Ue,  and  its  surroundings  full  of  nmd  lieautv, 
which  made  it  <lelightful  as  a  residence,  an<l.  proljably  on  this 
account.  Sir  (ieorge  Sim|)son  always  selected  it  as  his  quailers 
when  \isiting  the  settlement.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Coinpniv 
were  now  l<n*ds  of  all  thry  surveyed,  (^n  theu»  the  >et- 
tiers  had  to  de|>end  for  all  they  required — they  constitute*] 
the  chief  marknt  for  tlu'  farm  pnxluce  raised  in  the  c<jlouy- 
and  their  word  was  law  in  all  matters  aflecting  the  maimjr*" 
ment  (►f  the  colony.  To  do  them  justice,  the  orticeiN  «'t  tb** 
company  did  all  in  their  ])Ower  to  advance  the  intere.st>  <'f  the 
srttl'-nifnt.  often  at  great  loss,  but  in  one  i-e.'^pf.H^t  their  JH't> 
wrrr  aibiti'arv.  and    in   soni**   cases  exceedinirlv    hai*sli.     o'^*' 
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wuin  preventing  any  one  dealing  in  or  possessing  fui's  with- 
mt  their  consent.  The  rule  was  that  all  f  ui-s  had  to  be  sold  to 
he  company,  no  one  else  being  alloweil  to  trade  in  them,  and 
n  several  insttmces  very  high-handed  pixxieedings  were  direct- 
ed a^inst  oftendera.  Men  were  iniprisoi  ed  and  their  habita- 
ions  destroyeil  by  the  constables  employed  by  the  Hudson's 
Jay  Company,  who,  without  proper  warrant,  were  wont  to 
mdertake  house-searching  expeditions  thi-ough  the  settle- 
oent,  to  discover,  if  possible,  traces  of  the  traffic.  On  some 
occasions  these  men  went  anned  with  muskets  and  bavonets, 
0  the  terror  of  the  inmates  of  houses  visited  by  them,  and 
whenever  any  furs  were  found,  they  were  at  once  confiscated, 
^kiug  at  events  subsequent  to  this  pericxl,  we  are  of  o])inion 
hat  the  officers  of  the  company  adopted  a  shoit-sighted  policy 
^  thus  attempting  to  suppress  fur  trading  in  so  summary  a 
liauner.  Had  they  pui-sued  a  more  moderate  coui-se,  they 
►iDhably  would  have  gaineil  their  object  without  exciting  the 
eteriiiiued  opposition  of  the  people,  which  afterwards  gave 
^em  a  threat  deal  of  trouble  and  ultimatelv  resulte<l  in  the  de- 
^t  of  the  company. 

from  the  coalition  of  the  two  companies  until  1838,  the 
ludaon's  Bay  Company  was  the  only  source  from  which  set- 
ters were  able  to  purchase  their  supplies,  and  the  only  market 
|*n  to  them  for  the  disposal  of  their  produce.  So  that  the 
^Jiipany's  officer  were  able,  when  they  so  desired,  to  ride  over 
^^  people  with  a  high  hand,  and  in  some  cases  di<l  so,  al- 
^oujrh  on  the  whole  they  connnanded  the  respect  ami  conti- 
&nce  of  the  settlers. 

*^ir(feoi*ge  Simpson,  in  many  ways,  endeavored  to  promote 
^^  interests  of  the  settlement,  hoping  thereby  to  IxMietit  his 
>nij>any.     Insteail  of  importing  farm  pnxluce,  he  purchase*! 
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a.>  much  as  pjesiUtr  fnjD)  the  peuple  on  the  Red  River,  and 
ctiUipiaintA'.  a.>  to  the  •ftuJity  of  the  supplies  famished  to  tk 
{■■.^t.^.  e<>iii]»-Iieil  hiiii  ouce  luoie  to  look  to  outside  markelii 
This  an -Mr  |<irtly  throu^  the  carel<?5«ine8s  of  the  settlers  then- 
selvtrs.  and  {-artly  fnMn  the  lack  of  amy  proper  means  to  eaifj 
on  their  fanning  and  dair^nii^  operations,  the  wheat  bdng  ^ 
lja*lly  har>>^ie*l.  th«t-  riour  liadly  ^nxMind.  the  butter  carderiy 
]r«ackt^l.  and  in  thi>  way  the  proiiuce  of  the  Red  River  Setde- 
nieut  caint-  to  be  l«»ke«l  u]^yn  with  liisfavor,  and  the  luaiW 
for  the  "^le  of  it  injureiL 

Sir  Gei>i-^'  then  trie*!  an  ex]iennieutal  farm,  to  show  the sci^ 
ilen>  how  to  till  the  ??i>il.  but  this  failed,  involving  a  senow 
l«:«ss  uiM»n  the  eijnif>any.  Then  ho  esiablishe«l  what  he  cftUed 
the  A-^MiiiV-jiiie  WiMil  C*oin|>iiny.  f»»r  ihepurjKise  of  stimulating 
>h».*»*p  faiiiiin;^.  V»ui.  like  the  previous  experiment,  it  alsoprovw 
a  failui*e.  The  next  vmuiuiv  was  calleil  the  Tallow  CouipanV. 
«>ne  "l  th»'  (Mtvern«tr-in-(.'hier>  |H^t  schemes,  which,  if  it  aiw 
the  ••lhei>  hail  Ut:*n  j»n»j»erly  nianaired.  would  have  result- 
etl  in  iiiuch  ^mnI  t<t  the  x*ttlers.  But  the  men  in  charjje  ^ 
ihr  catil*'  left  tlieni  u*  shift  for  themselves,  and  those  sent  to 
brin^r  in  the  sheep  un«l»'it<»ijk  to  drive  them  overland  all  tn<* 
wav  tn»iii  Keiituekv,  and  i»ut  oi  a  henl  of  about  1 .5(H>  lieaw- 
they  arrived  at  Red  Riv^-r  with  251.  having  lost  over  twelvt? 
hundn-d  sht'ep  on  the  way.  the  et»lla|x*ie  of  the  Wool  Coni- 
)»any.  of  eoui'se.  Vn-inLT  the  result,  the  k>ss.  as  in  the  other  cases. 
talliniT  eliiftiy  \i\>*n\  the  eomjumy. 

It   wa.>.  howt'Ver.  a   ]»erio<l  of  ex|>eriment,  and  certainly  it 
may  Ik-  ^aid  that  nothing  was  left   undone  to  bring  the  settk- 
im-nt  into  prominence  by  makinj^  it  prospeiX)u.s.     Premiums 
wt-iv  MttV-red  for  the  In/st  riax  ^ri'o^vn.  and  seeil  was  ^vt'n  out 
t'^r  tilt*    pur]>ose.     The   javn»iums  wei'e  eameil,  and  the  flax 
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Uou'eil  to  rot :  the  sftinu  thin^  happened  with  an  attempt  to 
OHter  the  cnWvAtion  and  use  of  hemp,  so  that  one  experiment 
Iter  another  wax  iindei'taken  only  to  be  abauiloiied  throne^ 
he  incom[)etenc\',  carelessness,  or  cupidity  of  those  engaged 
0  carrv  them  out. 

Finally,  we  must  not  forget  to  mention  that,  while  all  these 
xperiments  wen."!  tjiking  place,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
twimienceil  to  build  a  road  east  of  the  Red  River,  with  the  view 
•f  o|iening  a  winter  connnunication  l)etween  the  settlement  and 
lork  Factory,  but.  with  the  collapse  of  the  other  schemes,  this. 
00.  was  almndoned. 

Governor  Pelly  had  ivsigned  office,  ami  lx*en  succeeded  by 
ir.  Donald  McKenzie,  who  proved  himself,  during  all  the 
Jiany  trials  that  overtook  the  colony  while  he  was  goveliior,  a 
mmanp  and  jMjpular  administnitor  of  atfaii-s.  His  ti»nn  of 
•ffice  laste<l  fn)m  June,  1825,  to  June,  1833 — eight  yeai-s,  when 
»»?  was  succeeded  bv  Mr.  Alexander  Christie. 

AUmt  this  time  the  sentiment  of  the  i)e<)ple  toward  the 
lo'lsons  Bay  Company  was  undergoing  a  change,  and  a  spirit 
'f  relit'llion  against  the  authority  of  the  officei's  bt»gjin  to  show 
^If.  To  lead  up  to  the  causes  of  this  state  of  fettling,  we 
au3*t  ifi>  l)ack  t<^)  the  time  when  the  settlei*s  were  supplied  with 
^JOtls  on  credit,  during  Lord  Selkirk's  time.  After  the  union,  in 
^21,  when  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  officei's  undeitook  the 
ImrtTf  of  affairs,  the  credit  system  was  alx)lishe<l.  and  that  of 
^a<ly-iiionev  introduced.  This  led  to  a  curtiiilment  of  the 
'ipply  of  goo<l8,  and  a  consequent  rise  in  the  ])rices,  which 
«twl  against  tlie  poorer  class  of  settlei-s  and  in  favor  of 
"t  Wealthier  p(.K)ple.  The  result  was  that  privatt*  individ- 
'**''**  un<lertook  the  importation  of  supplies,  and  (lovernor 
-»iristie  afforded  every  facility  to  this  new  chuss  of  tradei-s, 
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until  they  l)Ofjan  to  take  a<lvantage  of  the  position  which  the 
credit   system   ^ve  them  to  oppress  the  people.     Then  the 
Hinlson  8  Bay  Company  stepped  in,  and  by  keeping  a  better 
and  larger  stock  of  goods,  which  they  sold  at  cheaper  ratrt 
than  the  free  ti^aders,  captured  the  trade.     This  naturally  in- 
censed the  small  dealens,  who  raised  a  hue  and  crj'  against  the 
company,   accusing   them  of  wishing   to   monopolize  all  the 
trade  m  gcxxls,  Jis  they  di<l  in  fui-s.     The  next  difficulty  arose  \ 
with  the    half-breed  plain    hunters,   who    had   become  veiyi 
.numerous,   and,  as  a  result,  the  (juantity  of  pemiuican  and 
dried  meat  brought  in  from  the  plains  exceeded  the  demand 
The  company,  therefore,  declined  for  a  time  to  buy  all  that 
wjis  offered  to  them,  and  this,  in  tuni,  created  a  spirit  of  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  half-breeds,  who  en<leavoivd  to  bully 
the  company,  and  from  demands  l^egan  to  use  threat*?,  Init  up 
to  1884  they  did  not  resort  to  violence,  as  they  genemlly  man- 
aged  to  have   their    way,   from  a   desire  on  the  part  of  the 
company's  ofticei^s  not  t<3  risk  an  outbreak. 

In  18:H,  however,  the  inflammable  materials  t<M)k  tire, 
blazed  out,  and  the  first  hostile  demonstration  against  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  occurred.  It  appeal's  that  a  W' 
breed  nanuMl  Laroe<jue,  having  used  insolent  languag*^  in  ft'l' 
dressing  a  Mr.  Simpson,*  one  of  the  company's  offiiTi>.  tli<^ 
latter  took  up  a  ])oker,  and  struck  his  insulter  ov«'r  the 
head,  inflicting  a  serious  wound.     The   injured   i»ian.  cuvereti 


This  was  the  sanu'  Mr.  Simpson,  who,  in  company  with  Mr.  I>ea8e,  was  hent  in  ISSSofl*" 
exploriujr  expedition  to  the  north,  which  Oi'cupieii  their  time  till  18Sd.  For  the  ^»lu*Wf"'' 
fonmition  tjiven  hy  these  two  exi)lorers  reiranlinjf  the  country  they  traversed,  the  KojalGeo- 
>fnii)hical  Society  awanied  them  their  jfohi  njedal,  but  unfortunately  Mr.  Simi«on  did  uo»  1'^ 
to  enjoy  the  honon*  he  liad  earne<i.  On  his  return  from  the  north  in  1889,  and  while  trt^rf*** 
overland  from  Fort  (iarry  via  the  rnite<l  StJites,  Inmnd  for  England,  he  committed  »ui'^* •"  * 
moment  of  innanity.  With  him  at  the  time  were  several  French  half-breeds,  two  of  whom  JM' 
Simpson  shot  before  he  kille<l  himself,  and,  owinir  to  the  difficulty  he  ha<^l  with  the  FreDch,  •■ 
1834,  alK)ve  narrated,  it  was  said  that  they  ha<i  taken  revenge  by  Hhooting  him.  It  wasi*>'' 
conclusively,  however,  on  investiiration,  that  he  ha<l  commited  suicide. 
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jrith  blood,  rushed  among  his  friends,  and  they,  in  a  short 
^e,  stirred  the  whole  half-breed  community  to  make  com- 
mon cause  against  the  company,  in  demanding  redress  for  the 
injur}'  done  one  of  their  number.     Fort  Garry  was  suri-ounded 
by  an  excite^l  multitude,  who  decided  that  Mr.  Simpson  must 
be  delivered  up  to  them,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  their 
imderstanding  of  the  law  of  retaliation,  and  for  a  time  the  af- 
fair had  a  serious  asi)ect,  and  an  outbreak  was  only  averted 
by  a  deputation  being  sent  to  settle  the  dispute.     This  was 
acconiplisheil  by  means  of  presents  and  a  payment  of  money 
to  Lanxjijue,  and  thus  the  seed  was  sown  for  future  rebellion 
on  the  part  of  tha  French.     In  the  following  spring,  another 
demonstration  took  place  before  the  gates  of  Foil  Garry,  and 
this  time  a  demand  was  made  that  the  company  should  pay 
higher  prices  for  the  pemmican  and  meat  purchased   from  the 
hunters,  and  that  buffalo  ix)bes  and  tallow  should  be  allowed 
export  from  the  country,  so  that  other  markets  than  that  of 
Fort  (iarry  might  be  opened  to  them.     They  also  protested 
•gainst  any  im(K)rt  duty  being  levied  on  gooils  brought  in 
by  them  from  the  Uniteil  States.     These  demands,  however, 
^ere  not  acceded  to,  and  for  a  time  the  half-breeds  accepted 
Ae  situation,  and  ceased  further  demonstrations,  but  the  feel- 
^g  of  discontent  remained,  and  the  authority  of  the  company 
^as  on  the  wane,  the  spirit  of  opposition  Wing  fanned  by  de- 
signing demagogues,  who  even  thus  early  in  the  day  ha^l  be- 
iCUn  to  dupe  the  simple  and  excitable  half-breeds  for  their 
<^^'n  seltish  purpose. 

In  the  meantime,  the  executoi's  of  Lord  Selkirk's  estate, 
•^ious  to  get  rid  of  the  responsibility  incurre<l  through  the 
ownership  of  the  Red  River  colony,  arranged  to  transfer  it  to 
*t8  original  holders,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     It  hiis  been 
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said  that  the  settlement  cost  Lord  Selkirk  in  the  neigfaborhoor 
of  £200,000,  but  the  sum  his  executors  received  for  the  pro 
perty,  in  1836,  was  £84,111,  which  shows,  if  the  figures  ar 
coiTect,  that  the  speculation  was  a  costly  one  to  his  lordship 
For  some  time  after  the  transfer  the  matter  was  kept  secre 
fix)m  the  general  body  of  settlers,  a  policy  of  deceit,  the  wis 
dom  of  which  it  is  difficult  at  this  time  to  understand 

Up  to  now,  the  inhabitants  at  Red  River  may  be  said  t 
have  lived  without  laws  and  without  protection,  dependin 
solely  on  their  own  good  feelings  and  faith  toward  each  othe 
For  sevei'al  yeara,  a  few  councillors  to  assist  the  governoi 
aided  by  a  small  body  of  constables,  nominally  appointed,  hn 
been  the  only  machinery  of  government  existing  in  the  settle 
ment.  It  was  a  system  of  pei'suasion,  rather  than  one  of  fore 
or  authority,  and,  l(x>king  at  the  hostile  demonstrations  whic 
had  been  made  agjiinst  the  company  by  a  section  of  the  eon: 
munity,  the  governor  and  council  in  London  thought  it  tiin 
for  the  a<lo[)tion  of  some  system  by  which  law  an<l  onle 
could  better  l)e  maint<iim<l. 

The  fii*st  step  taken,  therefore,  by  the  company,  after  it 
accjuisition  of  the  settlement,  wjis  to  organize  something  lik 
local  regulations,  courts  of  Justice,  and  a  code  of  laws  forth 
colony.  This  they  were  empowered  to  do  under  their  charte 
and  accordingly  new  councilloi*s,  selected  from  among  their 
fluential  inhalntants  of  the  colony,  were  nominated  and  con 
missi()ne<l  bv  the  committee  in  London,  and  these,  with  d 
(lOvernor-in-Chief  at  their  head,  wei*e  to  constitute  a  legist 
tive  council,  with  power  to  make  laws  in  criminal  as  well  a 
civil  matte i*s. 

On  the  12th  February,  1885,  this  council  was  convened  fo 
the  first  time,  the  memWrs  composing  it  being  as  follows: 
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Sir  George  SimpBon,  Governor  of  Rupert's 

Land. 
Alexander  Christie,  Governor  of  Assiniboine. 
The  Right  Reverend  the  Bishop  of  Juliopo- 

lis — the  North- West 
The  Reverend  D.  T.  Jones,  Chaplain  to  the 

Hon.  Hudson's  Bay  Company . . 
The  Reverend  William  Cochi^an,  Assistant 

Chaplain . . 
James  Bird,   Esq.,   formerly    Chief  Factor 

Hudson's  Bay  Company.. 
James  Sutherland,  Esq. 
W.  H.  C<K)k,  Esq. 
John  Pritchard,  Esi\ . . 
Robert  Logan,  Esq.    . . 
Alexander  Ross,  Sheriff  of  Assiniboine 
John  MeCuUum,  Coroner 
John  Bums,  Esq.,  Medical  Adviser. . 
Andrew  McDermot,  Esq.,  Merchant. . 
Cuthbert  Grant,  Wai-den  of  the  Plains 

The  President  (Sir  George  Simpson)  delivered  the  following 
•ddress  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  council : 

''GiiiTLiireN, — In  order  to  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  misappre- 
R<m  within  doors,  or  misrepresentation  out  of  doors,  on  the  subjects 
^to  I  am  now  about  to  bring  under  your  consideration,  I  shall  thus 
^^7  notice  them.  From  their  importance  they  cannot  fail  of  calling 
'^  doe  attention,  and  from  the  deep  and  lively  interest  you  all  feel  in 
^  veliare  and  prosperity  of  the  colony,  I  am  satisfied  you  will  afford  me 
^  benefit  of  your  aasistanoe  and  Muppi>rt  towards  carrying  into  effect 
*^  measures  as  may  appear  to  you  best  calculated,  under  existing  cir- 
^QNiiioeSy  to  answer  every  desirable  object. 

**The  population  of  this  colony  is  become  so  great,  amounting  to  about 
^6Q0  tools,  that  the  personal  influence  of  the  Governor,  and  the  little 
^'''^  than  nominal  support  afforded  by  the  police,  which,  together  with 
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the  g<xxl  feeling  of  the  i)e<)ple,  hnve  heretofore  been  its  prindptl  nfe- 
guard,  are  no  longer  sufficient  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  and  guod  gov- 
ernment of  the  settlement ;  so  that  although  rights  of  property  have  of 
lat«  been  frequently  invaded,  and  other  serious  offences  been  cod- 
mitted,  I  am  concerned  to  say,  we  are  under  the  necesuty  of  aUowinx 
them  to  p<*iss  unnoticed,  because  we  have  not  the  means  at  cumnuuid  of 
enforcing  obedience  and  due  respect,  according  to  the  existing  order  of 
things. 

*'  Under  such  circuuLstancos,  it  must  be  evi-'ent  to  one  and  all  of  you, 
that  it  is  (juite  imi>os8ible  society  can  hold  together  :  that  the  time  htfit 
length  arrived  when  it  l>ecomes  necensary  to  put  the  adniinistrstiuD  of 
justice  on  a  more  firm  and  regular  footing  than  heretofore,  and  thst  ID- 
mediate  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  guard  against  dangers  from  abroed,or 
ditticulties  at  home,  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  tranquillhyt 
and  for  the  security  and  protection  of  lives  and  property." 

The  council  then  framed  H  number  of  enactments,  which 
were  passer!  into  law,  and  most  of  them  gave  general  satis- 
faction. 

Here  an*  several  uf  them  : 

1st — That  an  efficient  and  ilisp«  ►sable  force  be  embodied,  to  l»e  styled  » 
vulunteer  corps,  to  consist  of  sixty  officers  and  privates,  to  l)e  at  nil  tiinei 
ready  to  act  when  called  ui)on  :  and  to  l>e  j)aid  as  follows  :  Commanding 
ofticer,  i"JO  per  annum  :  sergeants.  £*1<»  :  and  privates,  £6,  besides extr» 
jwiv  for  serving  writs.    When  not  so  employed,  their  time  to  be  their  o»i». 

2nd— That  the  settlenieiit  be  divided  into  four  districts  ;  the  first  to  ex- 
tend from  the  Image  Plain  downwards  ;  the  second  from  the  Iro*»?* 
Plain  to  the  Forks  :  the  third  from  the  Forks  upwards,  on  the  maio 
river  :  and  the  fourth,  the  White  Hoi-se  Plains,  or  AssinilRtine  RiTcr: 
and  tliat  for  each  of  the  said  districts,  a  magistrate  be  apiKiinteiL  Tb«t 
James  Bird,  E8i|.,  V)e  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  first  district  :  J»Die« 
Sutherland.  Esq..  for  the  second  ;  Robert  Logjin,  Es^j.,  for  the  third,  and 
Cutlibert  (irant,  Es«|.,  for  the  fointh.  These  magistrates  to  hold  qo*f' 
terly  courts  of  summary  jurisdiction  on  four  successive  Mondays:  to  1* 
apjM^inted  according  to  the  existing  order  of  precedence  in  the  fuur  «C' 
tions  :  beuinning  with  the  third  M«»mbiy  of  January,  of  Aj>ril,  of -Inly' 
and  of  <  )ctober. 

.'»rd--Tliat  the  said  courts  have  power  to  ]>ronounce  fimil  juilgiuentu* 
all  ci\  11  ca.>es.  where  the  debt  or  damage  claimed  may  nut  exceed  0^* 
p«''ind>  :  an<l  in  all  trespasses  and  misdemeanors,  which,  by  the  rule«*^ 
regulations  .»f  the  District    of  Assiniboine,    nut   being   repugnant  tt'tb^ 
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Uwsof  England,  niay  be  punished  by  a  fine   not  exceeding  tlie  aforesaid 
lum  of  five  (younds. 

4th— That  the  sjiid  courts  be  empowered  to  refer  any  case  of  doubt  or' 
difliculty  u»  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  colony,  the  Court  of  Governor 
mmI  Council  of  Assiniboine,  at  its  next  ensuing  quarterly  session,  by 
giniuf «  rira  wet  intimation  of  the  reference  in  open  court,  and  a  written 
intimntion  of  the  same  under  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the  three  sitting 
uuisnstrates,  at  least  one  whole  week  before  the  commencement  of  the  said 
qunrterly  session,  and  this,  without  being  compelled  to  stjite  any  reason 
for  80  doing. 

oth— Tliat  the  Ct»urt  of  Governor  and  Council,  in  its  judicial  capacity, 
•it  on  the  third  Thurs  lay  of  February,  of  May,  of  August,  and  Novem- 
ber; Aiid  at  Huch  other  times  as  the  Govemor-in-Chief  of  Rupert's  Land, 
»r,  in  his  absence,  the  Governor  of  Assininoine,  may  deem  fit. 

♦ith— That  in  all  cimtested  civil  cise«,  which  may  involve  claims  of  more 
than  tea  pound.s,  and  in  all  criminal  cases,  the  verdict  of  a  jury  shall 
detenuine  the  fact  or  facts  in  dispute. 

7th— That  a  public  building,  intended  to  answer  the  double  purp<^se  of 
A  court-house  and  gaol,  be  erected  as  early  as  possible  at  the  forks  of  the 
^\  and  Assinibitine  Rivers.  That  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  defraying 
^ch  ex^nses  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  incur,  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  and  the  erecting  of  public  works,  an  import  duty  shall 
be  levied  on  all  goods  and  niorchandise  of  foreign  nianufjicture,  imported 
into  Red  River,  either  for  sale  or  private  use,  at  7^  per  cent,  on  the 
•nioant  of  invoice  ;  and  further,  that  an  export  duty  of  7^  i>er  cent,  be 
lened  on  all  goods  and  stores,  or  supplies,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
^ure  of  Rod  River. 

Sir  George  Simpson  then  announced  that  the  Hinlson's  Bay 
Company  would  make  a  tyrant  of  £300  in  aid  of  public  works 
*n  Reil  River,  and  the  council,  having  piissed  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  this  liberal  donation,  adjourned. 

There  were  some  who  thought  that  the  personnel  of  the 
council  was  not  all  that  could  \ye  desired,  inasmuch  as  it 
*vored  too  much  of  a  representjition  favorable  to  Hudson's 
^y  Company's  interests.  The  duties  proposed  to  be  levied 
^«re  also  considereil  too  high,  anil  aimed  against  the  petty 
^lers,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  introduction  of  laws  and  regula- 
tions, imperfect  though  they  were  deemed  in  some  quarters, 

^48  received  generally  with  favor, 
o 


CHAPTER  XV. 

EXPLORATORY   WORK   FROM    1773   TO    1860. 

We  will  now  take  up  the  record  of  explorations  in  the 
Xoi'th-West  from  the  time  when  the  Dobbe-galley  exp<Kliti(Hi 
retumerl  in  1747.  In  1773,  an  expedition  under  command  d 
Captain  John  Phillips  and  Captain  Lutwidge  left  England  in 
June,  to  discover  a  navigable  channel  between  the  eastern  and 
western  coasts  of  America,  but  the  vessels  having  reached 
latitmle  80  37',  were  encompassed  by  ice,  and,  after  escapin*: 
witli  difficulty  from  destructiim,  returne<l  home. 

The  next  expedition  in  order  of  date  was  that  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander Mackenzie,  who  was  the  rii^st  white  man  fix>m  Canada 
to  reach  the  Arctic  Ocean,  the  first  European  to  pjiss  through 
the  Rockv  Mountiiins,  and  the  fii*st  overland  traveller  north  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  arrive  at  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

He  was  lyorn  at  Inverness,  Scotland,  in  1760,  and  wasal^out 
twentv  vears  of  ai^e  when  he  arrived  for  the  first  time  in  Can* 
ada.  In  1 7Ho,  he  was  admitted  a  partner  into  the  fur  trade 
operations  of  the  west,  having  been  then  in  the  office  of 
Mciiregory  for  Hve  yeai^.  When  the  North-West  Company 
was  ortranized  in  1787,  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  l:)ecame  con- 
ntcted  with  jt,  and  in  1781)  we  find  him  stationed  at  Fort 
ChijH'wyan  on  Liike  Athabasca.  On  June  3rd  of  that  year  he 
sot  out  on  his  me'morabh^  journey  to  the  north,  durint,'  which 
he  discovered  the  river  which  bears  his  name,  and  explored  it 
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to  its  mouth  within  the  Arctic  circle,  returning  to  Fort  Chipe- 
mn  on  Sept.  12th,  1789.  He  then  paid  a  visit  to  England  in 
)nler  to  educate  himself  in  the  science  of  astronomy  and  navi- 
gation, and  also  to  procure  books  and  instruments  for  future  use. 
)n  his  return  to  Fort  Chipewyan  in  If  92,  he  left  there  on  the 
0th  October,  on  a  journey  of  further  discovery,  and,  ascend- 
ii|;  the  Peace  River  until  his  progress  was  impeded  by  ice,  he 
M  his  jmrty  remained  there  for  the  winter. 
In  May,  1798,  when  the  river  opened,  the  voyage  was 
vsunieil,  and  he  ascended  Peace  River  to  the  Forks.  Fol- 
owing  one  of  the  branches  to  near  its  source,  the  explorer 
ut  a  passage  across  country,  through  the  woods  to  the  great 
iver  "Tacoutche"  (now  known  as  the  Fraser),  on  which 
»e  enilwrked  with  his  followers.  But  on  learning  that  the 
wssa^^e  down  the  river  was  full  of  perils,  his  men  mutinied, 
ip)n  which  Mackenzie  resolved  to  reach  the  sea  by  another 
tmte,  and  in  oixler  to  do  this  was  obliged  to  tuni  back.  It 
fas  fortunate  that  he  did  so,  because  the  route  described  by 
he  Indians,  and  which  he  followed,  led  to  the  sea  in  sixteen 
lays  after  leaving  the  main  river.  The  pai-ty  had  many 
^ventures  with  difterent  Indian  tribes,  were  placed  on  short 
Uowance,  and  underwent  hardships,  but  at  last  Mackenzie  at- 
oned his  long-cherished  object,  and  on  July  22nd,  1793,  reach- 
<1  the  Pacific  overland  fi^om  Canada.  The  explorer  returned 
h<?  way  he  came,  and  arrived  at  Foi-t  Chipewyan  after  an 
ibeence  of  eleven  months.  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  had  the 
•nqualitied  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  his  work  of  exploration 
nd  discovery,  with  all  its  toils  and  solicitudes,  had  been  crown- 
'l  with  complete  success,  and  it  was  his  pride  to  think  that  he 
^d  added  new  regions  to  the  realm  of  British  commerce. 
Mackenzie  died  in  1820,  the  same  year  that  Lord  Selkirk,  his 
n^t  opponent,  breathed  his  last. 
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In  the  j-ear  1792.  Mr.  Simon  Fraser  entered  the  semnof 
the  Xorth-Weat  C'OiiiiJaiiy,  and  ten  years  later  became  a  pan- 
ner.  In  1805,  when,  at  a  conference  held  at  Fort  \Vilii»ni,it 
was  decided  to  extend  tlie  operations  of  the  company  btjiwJ 
the  Rooky  Mountains,  Mr.  Fi-aser  was  sent,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  carrying;  out  the  pi-oject.  The  ilosii-e  was  to  anticipate 
the  Unite<I  StateH  explorere  ami  tiiidera  who  might  estaljlidi» 
claim  to  the  owneinhip  of  tlie  country  by  right  of  <lisc)veiT 
and  occupation,  and  Mr.  Eraser  caiTie<I  out  the  prograniiw 
thoroughly.  Lfeaving  Fort  William  soon  after  the  confereuM. 
he  made  his  way  to  Lake  Athabasca,  and  ascended  the  Pe«e 
River,  where  he  i>Hti\blishe<l  a  post  named  the  Rocky  Moantun 
Port)ige.  He  then  continued  his  jouniey  to  McLei>i  Ukf 
which  he  discovered,  and  in  180ti.  lie  portaged  to  Fraser  Kivw 
(nanie<l  after  him),  and  which  at  that  time  was  regarded  as  the 
main  sti-eaiii  of  the  Columbia,  or  one  of  it.s  principal  atflutuB. 
Leaving  the  Fiuser,  he  then  followed  a  tributary,  whii'h  nt- 
calletl  Stuart  Rivei'.  after  Mr.  Joliu  Stuart,  who  also  alwit  tlii* 
time  discovered  and  named  fSiunri  Lake,  wiiere  a  trading  p^ 
waji  established. 

Mr.  Fraser  gave  the  name  of  New  Caleilonia  to  the  terri- 
tory, and  in  1807  establisheil  another  \xyiit  named  Fort  (j«>i),'<- 
on  the  main  stream  of  the  Columbia.  In  the  Spring  of  1"*"^- 
accompanii'd  by  Mr.  John  Stuart  ami  others,  and  a  eiv"*  "' 
men  in  fonr  eanoes,  he  left  Fort  tieorge  to  explore  the  un- 
known waters  which  were  regaiiletl  as  the  main  affluent  <» 
tile  Columbia,  and  for  several  days  the  expetlition  niaiie  g(W"' 
progiesis.  But  at  the  point  where,  fifteen  years  earlier,  •"'"" 
Alexander  Mackenzie  turned  back  to  follow  the  trail  wt^'' 
ward  to  the  sea,  5Ir.  Fraser  decided  to  continue  on,  and,  as  the 
Indians  predicteil  to  him,  he  encountered  appalling  (.lifficiiH!'^ 
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imu^  his  journey.  Rapids  and  frightful  cascades,  whirlpools 
bemnied  in  by  huge  rocks,  and  numerous  portages,  made  the 
trip  a  most  difficult  and  dangerous  one,  but  Messrs.  Fraser  and 
Stuart  were  not  the  men  to  }ye  daunted  bv  such  obstacles,  and 
when  they  could  no  longer  travel  by  water,  they  abandoned 
their  canoes  and  stai-ted  to  travel  by  foot.  On  the  19th  June, 
l^K  they  discovered  a  river  flowing  from  the  etist,  which 
they  named  the  Thompson,  after  Mr.  David  Thompson,  the 
frieiKJ  an<l  colleague  of  Mr.  Fraser  in  the  work  of  discovery, 
and  after  a  couple  of  weeks  of  extreme  hardship  and  danger, 
they  reached  the  tide  water  of  the  Pacilic  on  the  1st  July. 
Tlie  undertaking  which  followed  up  and  completed  the  work 
of  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie,  fifteen  years  earlier,  was  bi-avely 
anJ  successfully  accomplished,  and  to  Simon  Fraser,  John 
Stuart  and  Jules  Maurice  Quesnel,  it  is  due  that  the  country 
north  of  the  49th  parallel,  is  at  this  date  British  territory. 

Mr.  David  Thompson,  already  referre<l  to,  was  a  Welshman, 
buniin  1770,  and  educated  in  London.  In  1789  he  entered 
the  Hud.son's  Bay  Company's  service,  and  wtus  engaged  for 
wne  vt^ai's  in  making  surveys  of  the  rivei*s  Nelson,  Chur- 
<^ill  Saskatchewan  and  other  streams,  until,  in  1797  he  joined 
the  Xorth-West  Company.  In  1800,  he  entered  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  descended  one  of  the  northern  branches  of  the 
Cohnnhia,  which  he  named  the  McCiillivray,  but  the  Indians 
toree<l  him  at  that  time  to  return  and  recross  the  mountains. 
*ffVen  years  afterwards,  he  made  another  attempt,  and  this 

• 

^»»ii».'  was  successful  in  making  important  discoveries.  He 
ouilt  Fort  Kootenay  on  the  Columbia  lakes,  and  travelled 
*ioiijf  tl^^.  various  rivers  and  lakes  in  that  distinct,  and  for 
^^*t*ral  successive  years  crossed  the  mountains  many  times 
"y  different  routes.     It  was  he  who,  in  Julv,  1811,  visited  As- 
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toria,  when  the  Pacific  Fur  Company  was  occupying  it,  and  be 
was  the  first  civilized  man  to  traverse  the  main  stream  of  the 
Columbia,  at  least  that  portion  of  it  above  Fort  Colville,  to  its 
source.  Mr.  Thompson  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  of  ige. 
and  died  on  Feby.  16th,  1857,  in  poverty,  at  Longueil.  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  opposite  Montreal,  In  the  Crown  Lauds  Depart- 
ment of  Ontario,  is  a  map  prepared  by  him  in  1813-1814,  for 
the  North- West  Company,  which  embraces  the  region  between 
latitudes  45'  and  56  and  longitudes  84°  and  124',  as  ther 
were  from  1792  to  1812. 

Turning  once  more  to  the  expeditions  sent  out  by  sea,  we 
find  that  about  1816  the  British  Government  despatched  some 
vessels  to  the  North  Sea  in  quest  of  a  passage,  but  they  re- 
turned without  accomplishing  anj'thing.  A  reward  of  £20,- 
000  was  then  offered  to  any  one,  or  any  body  of  men,  who 
would  satisfactorilv  est^iblish  the  existence  of  a  north-west 
pjussage,  and  it  having;  l)econie  a  national  object,  two  expedi- 
tions were  sent  out  in  1818,  one  under  captain  David  Buchan 
and  Lieutenant  John  Franklin,  the  other  under  the  coiiiiiwn«l 
of  Captain  John  Ross  and  Lieutenant  E<lwanl  Parry. 

These  efibrts,  althouijh  unavailing,  did  not  estal)lij?h  the 
non-existence  of  a  passiige,  and  the  question  excite<l  more  in- 
terest and  increased  the  <letenuination  to  solve  it.  N*?^ 
expe<litions  were  therefore  decided  on,  and  in  1819  C^fl 
Parry  sailed  in  conmian<l  of  two  ships,  and  wintered  in  the 
North  Sea,  but  returned  in  1S20,  ami  in  1821  tigain  coimnanJ- 
ed  an  expedition,  which,  after  passing  two  wintei'S  anioii^'  the 
Eskimo,  returned  in  1S28. 

In  l'Sll>,  Lieutenant   Franklin  was  sent  bv  land  to  the  nor- 

m 

them    coast   in  order  to  survey  to  the  west  of  Cojp'Ouine 
River.      Hitherto  the  coast  had  only  been  visited  at  twop^^ntN 
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by  Hearae  in  1771,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coppermine,  and  by 
Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  in  1 789,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
which  bears  his  name.  Franklin  was  accompanied  by  Dr. 
Richardson,  Messrs.  George  Back  and  Hood.  On  the  return 
journey  the  expedition  suffered  much  from  cold  and  starva- 
tion, and  Hood  and  many  of  the  men  perished. 

In  1824,  a  combined  attempt  by  four  expeditions  was  or- 
ganized under  Perry  and  Lyon  from  the  east :  under  Beechey 
from  the  west,  entering  by  Behring  Sea';  and  under  Franklin 
by  Mackenzie  River.  These  several  expeditions  returned  in 
1826.  bearing  much  valuable  information,  and  in  1827,  Capt. 
Pmt}'  undertook  the  last  of  the  series  of  unsuccessful  atteinpts 
made  under  his  command. 

In  the  meantime  the  union  of  the  fur  companies  had  taken 
place  in  1821,  and  immediately  following  this  event,  Mr.  John 
McLeod  was  the  first  officer  to  cross  the  Rocky  Mountains 
from  the  east  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  in  1811,  and  for  ten  years  was  a  zealous  participant 
MJ  the  contest  with  the  North- West  Company.  It  was  he  who 
^*<«ompanied  and  assisted  Lord  Selkirk  s  first  brigade  of  colon- 
^  from  York  Factorv  to  Red  River,  and  on  that  occasion  es- 
^Wished  several  trading  posts  to  intercept  the  trade  of  their 
'ivals.  After  the  union  of  the  companies,  Mr.  McLeods  work 
^«8  confined  chiefly  to  west  of  the  Rockies,  where  he  did  good 
^rvice  in  exploration  and  the  establishment  of  the  fur  com- 
pany. 

^n  1822,  Sir  George  Simpson,  after  he  became  Governor-in- 
^"lef  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  made  a  journey  across 
^®  continent  from  tide  water  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
^Wng  York  Factory,  he  ascended  Hayes  River  along  the 
^t  route  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  thence  up  the  Saskatchewan  to 
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L'uiiiDcrlainl    Hoiisi'.      From    tliis    point    lie    wt-iit    iKnihwiiri 
tlirout^h  the  chain  of  hikes  and  streams  to  C'huix-hill  River, 
which  he  followed  to  the  height  of  land  Methye  Portagt'.    By 
Clearwater  Riv^r  he  entc^red  the  Athabasca  to  the  lake  of  that 
name,  and  Peace   River,  which  he  ascended,  and  crossing  the 
Rockies  arrive<l  at  Stuail  Lake.     From    heiv   he  passed  to 
Stuart  River  and  the  Fraser,  which  he  descendeil  to  Fort  Alex- 
andria, where  horses  were  obtained,  and  the  journey  to  Kam- 
loops  made  overland,  a  distance  of   215  miles.     At  Kainloops. 
water  navigation  was  resumed,   and,   p^issing   through  Lake 
Kandoops,  the  Ix)wer  Thompson  was  ent<.»red,  and  descended 
to  its  junction  with  the   Fraser,  from  which  point  the  par^ 
reached    tide  water   bv  the  same  i-oute  as  that  followed  by 
Simon  Fraser  twenty  veai^s  earlier. 

Sir  George  Simpson  was  fond  of  display  wliile  travellingT 
and  carried  with  him  a  piper  who  also  acted  as  his  sen'ant 
He  was  careful  to  enter  a  fort  with  his  men  dressed  in  thdr 
lx*st,  and  on  his  appearance  it  was  customary  to  fire  a  gun,  the 
])ipor  would  then  play  an<l  the  whole  party  march  in  in  state, 
the  pipes  in  front.  The  whole  journey  which  we  have  ju^t 
noted,  from  York  Factoi'v  to  tlie  Paeitic,  took  n i net v  < lavs, <>• 
whir-h  sixteen  were  passed  at  the  trading  pasts,  and  this reconl 
niiglit  a]'p<^ar  to  l)e  an  exaggeration  if  the  facts  were  not  sus- 
tained l>y  indisp\ita]>le  evidence.  Sir  (ieorge  Simpson  v'*** 
noted  t*oi"  his  rapidity  of  movement. 

In  182!^  Sii*  Felix  I)oot]i.  a  man  of  wealth,  undertook  to  <ie- 
fray  the  cost  of  a  private  i*xi)edition,  and  plact^l  it  un<ler  com- 
mand r»f  Sir  Jolni  Ross  and  his  nei)hew  James.  This  ex|)edi- 
tion  |)assed  four  years  in  the  frozen  region,  Ijeing  wint^^r* 
bo\nid.  and  w<*re  unable  to  return  until  lH;^Ii. 

Thi'  anxietv  felt  for  the  safetv  of   Sir  John  Ross  and  his 


KX1»L()RAT()KY    WOKK.  245 

irty  caused  the  authorities  to  send  out  an  expedition  under 
rGt'nrj^  Back  an<l  Dr.  Richard  Kin^  to  search  for  tlieni. 
be  latter  set  out  in  1883  and  travelled  bv  ( treat  Slave  Lake 
nl(Iivat  Fish  River,  returning  in  1834. 

In  \x*M),  Sir  (Jeorge  Back  was  placed  in  conniiand  of  a  naval 
;|>e<lition  to  piTxsecute  north-western  discoveries,  and  being 
Jij^^nl  U)  winter   in    the    pack-ice,    returned   to   England  in 

hi  ls:^7,  Simpson  and  Dease  were  sent  out  at  the  inst^mce 
the  Hutlson  s  Bay  Company,  and  I'eached  the  mouth  of  the 
ackeiizie  River.  The  object  of  this  examination  was  to  con- 
"ct  hy  actual  survey  the  several  points  on  the  northern  coast 
hieh  had  been  visited  by  pre\ious  explorers,  an<l  this  work 
'Pijrt^l  the  att^jntion  of  the  expedition  until  1830. 
In  lS4o.  a  fresh  attempt  to  discover  the  North-West  pas- 
;:<*  was  undertaken  by  Sir  John  Franklin  and  Captain 
ichanl  Crozier,  in  charge  of  a  naval  expedition  with  185 
i^vTs  and  men.  The  unfortunate  end  of  the  expedition  is 
f*ll  known.  The  shij^s  Erehus  and  Terror  sailed  on  May  19, 
^\  and  weiv  last  seen  by  a  whaler  on  the  following  July 
'th.in  Batfin's  Bay.  After  yeai's  of  anxiety  and  uncertainty, 
^I  many  efforts  U)  o])tain  tidings  of  the  missing  ships,  all  that 
nhl  be  learned   regarding  them  wiis  com])rised  in  the  few 

'^^'^  found  by  seaivh  pailies,  proving  that  they  hail  all  per- 

i»m| 

^^  lH40,  Dr.  Jolin  Rae  was  entrusted  with  the  work  of 
'npli-tiiig  the  examination  of  the  coast.  He  wintered 
">in  the  Arctic  cii^cle,  and  remained  there  until  the  summer 

'''^nklin  had  now  lH.»en  awavthrer  veal's  when  the  British 

••  •- 

^'^-Himent  decided  to  send  in  search  of  the  missing  ships, 
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and  in  184X,  three  expeditions  were  sent  out  with  thstoU 
ject  in  view.  Thetiret,  consisting; of  two  sliips,  conimaiid<^itff 
Captains  Moi>ri-  and  Kellett,  went  by  way  of  Behriiip  Sm: 
the  second,  under  Sir  John  Richardson  and  Dr.  Jolin  Rk, 
was  sent  overlaii<l  by  way  of  the  Mackenzie  and  Coppennbt 
rivers,  and  the  thinl,  under  Captain  Sir  James  Ross,  ami  C»p- 
tain  R  J.  Hird,  with  two  Hhips  well  supplied  with  storesflf 
every  kind,  proceeiied  by  Davis  Strait  and  Lancaster  SoudJ 
westward.  These  relief  expeditions  left  nothing  undone  » 
attain  the  object  they  ha<l  in  view,  but  np  to  1850  no  traces  ot 
the  lost  ships  were  found. 

In  1850,  expeilitions  pi-oceeded  by  Behrinp  Strait,  umiff 
Captains  Colli nson  and  McClure:  another,  by  Barrow  Strait 
under  Captain  Austin  :  a  third,  by  the  same  route,  was  sent 
out  by  r^dy  Fniiiklin.  in  coniniand  of  Captain  Penny.  The 
ships  which  enti-reil  by  Belirin^  Sti-ait  remainetl  in  the  ice  tor 
more  than  one  winter,  and  the  J^i'terpru'e,  under  Captain  Col- 
linson,  i-etiirned  to  Ennhiiid  in  185-t,  by  the  Pacific,  hut  the 
Inretti'iator.  under  Ca]>tftin  McChii'e.  never  retnnieil.  I" 'he 
second  yeai-  siie  ]>eea.nie  lio]K'le8sIy  embedded  in  the  ice,  never 
to  move  again.  In  the  thii-d  j-ear  she  was  abandoned,  an"' 
Captjtin  McCluiv.  his  oflicei-s  and  ci-ew,  being  discoven-J  hj" 
Captiiin  Pini,  in  command  of  a,sledge  pai-ty,  decided  to  alwido" 
the  ship,  and  then  mai-ched  over  tlie  ice  to  the  /?««>/ii/',  ot!^'"' 
E<lward  Bi-IcIht's  ex]>edition.  which  they  i-eacheil  after  ii  i<y>^' 
ney  of  two  weeks.  Tlie  Reiiolute.  however,  was  caught  in  'he 
piick-ice,  and  ivniained  in  that  state  during  the  winter  of 
185;l-.54.  when  she  was  al»andoned  on  May  14th,  1854.  aii.i  M"^' 
Clure  an<l  liis  men  ii'ached  England  in  the  autumn  of  ih"^ 
year  by  means  of  am>ther  vessel.  The  Resolntf-.  after  diifnnj-' 
in  the  pack  for  nearly  a  thousand  miles,  was  afterwanl'  re- 
eoverefl. 
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Lady  Franklin  sent  out  a  ship  under  Captain  Kennedy,  with 
ieutenant  Bellot,  of  the  French  navy,  as  second  in  command* 
md  this  expedition  wintered  in  the  ice,  and  by  means  of  long^ 
Iwlging  journeys,  added  much  to  geographical  knowledge, 
wt  did  not  accomplish  the  main  object  of  the  expedition ; 
hey  returnee!  in  1852. 

In  1852,  another  expedition  was  sent  out  by  the  British 
lovernnient,  consisting  of  a  number  of  vessels  in  command  of 
Mr  Edward  Belcher,  Captains  Osborne,  Richards,  Kellett,  and 
icClintock,  and  among  the  officers  were,  Terry,  Hamilton, 
ilecham,  Nares,  Pim,  and  other  well-known  names  connected 
rith  the  naval  service.  But  this  expedition,  like  the  others, 
^as  unpnxluctive  of  results,  so  far  as  the  search  for  Sir  John 
'ranklin  and  party  was  concerned. 

In  1853,  Dr.  John  Rae  again  undertook  a  land  expedition, 
nd  completed  the  coast  examination  of  previous  years,  thus 
onnecting  the  discoveries  of  former  travellers.  Dr.  Rae  was 
ne  first  to  bring  back  the  tidings  of  Franklin,  the  news  of 
ne  fate  of  the  expedition  reaching  London,  October  22nd, 
^.  Dr.  Rae  also  brought  home  with  him  relics  of  the 
*i^ic  commander,  which  are  now  deposited  in  Greenwich 
lospital,  and  other  relics  were  subsequently  recovered  by  the 
IcC'lintock  and  Hall  expedition. 

In  the  prosecution  of  these  searches,  unwearied  exertions 
'^^  made  by  Lady  Franklin,  who  exhausted  her  own  private 
'^ans  in  sending  out  auxiliary  ships,  while  her  ap}>eals  for 
**  aroused  the  sympathy  of  the  combined  world. 

from  the  time  of  Catot's  voyages  in  1497,  under  the  aus- 
^  of  Henry  VIL,  up  to  the  day  when  Franklin  was  for 
'^i*  despaired  of,  there  have  been  almost  ceaseless  efforts  to 
^ver  a  North- West  passage.     The  only  instance  of  pai-tial 
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success  in  the  numberless  attempts  made  is  that  of  McCluw, 
who  actuallv  travei'sed  the  n:)ute  from  the  Pacific  to  the  At- 
Ian  tic,  but  in  doin^  so,  lie  clearly  tlemonstrated  the  fact  that 
the  obstacles  to  navigation  around  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  continent  are  insuperable,  and  that  the  climatic  conditions 
of  the  Arctic  Ocean  render  the  passa^  of  no  commercial 
value. 

Whik'  these  expe<litions  were  bein<j  conductecl  to  the  Arctic 
ret^ions,  Sir  George  Simpson  made  his  memorable  journej 
round  the  world,  leaving  Lachine  on  the  4th  May,  and  travel- 
ling by  way  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Lake  Su{>erior,  the  Kamini* 
ti<|uia,  and  Lake  of  the  Woods,  aiTiving  at  Fort  Garry  ou  tht 
11th  June,  having  thus  accom])lished  a  jouniey  of  2,000  milei 
in  tliirtv-eiirht  davs.  Tlicro  was  iui  ordinary  trail  to  E<linou 
ton.  from  which  ]>hice  a  south-wi'stern  course  was  taken,  aiii 
of  til*'  wliole  journey  as  far  as  C'olvillc,  Sir  (ieorge  writes 
"  Here  then  terminated  a  long  and  laborious  journey  of  iiearh 
two  tliousand  miles  on  horseback,  across  plains,  mount^iinj? 
rivei's  and  forests.  For  six  weeks  and  five  davs,  we  luni  ^^^ 
constant Iv  ridin<r,  or  at  least  as  constantlv  as  the  streiiiTth  o\ 
o\u' hoiscs  would  allow,  fi'oui  eai'lv  dawn  to  sunset,  ami  ^< 
had,  on  an  averair<*,  been  in  the  saddle  alnnit  eleven  hours  an< 
a  half  a  dav.  From  Red  Hivei'  to  Edmonton,  one  daVs  wor* 
with  another  amounte«l  to  about  tiftv  miles,  but  fi*oni  E<lnK>^^ 
ton  to  Colville,  wi',  niore  (fenerallv  than  otherwise,  fell  short  o: 
forty.  From  ("olville,  Sii- ( ieorge  ]>roceeded  down  the  C<>1""^ 
l»ia  bv  canoe,  an«l  after  reaehinir  the  cofust,  and  makinj;  «  toui 
of  inspt'ction  as  far  north  as  Sitka,  he  left  for  San  Fmnci*'' 
l>v  steamer  on  his  wav  round  the  worhl. 

We  will  now  close  the  list  of  land  explorations  for  tnt 
])resent  by  referring  to  the  expedition  of  Captiiin  Pallis«*ran<' 
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his  associates  in  1857-1860 — which  was  undertaken  by  in 
stniction  of  the  Imperial  Govenmient.  He  ascended  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  travei'sed  the  hikes  to  Fort  William,  where  his 
examinations  may  Ixj  said  to  have  commenced,  and  in  this  he 
wa8  aided  by  several  well-known  scientific  men,  anion  or  whom 
may  be  mentioned  Dr.  Hector,  Lieutenant  Blakiston,  Mr.  John 
W.  Sullivan,  and  M.  Bourgeau.  The  examinations  made  by 
the  expedition  extended  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Okana- 
gan  Lakes,  in  British  Columbia,  and  from  the  frontier  of  the 
Tnited  States  noi-tliward  to  the  sources  of  the  chief  rivers 
which  rtow  to  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

hi  the  summer  of  1857,  the  attention  of  Captain  Palliser 
was  directed  to  that  portion  of  the  country  lying  between 
I^ke  Superior  and  the  prairies,  after  which  the  coui-se  was  up 
tte  Red  River  to  Pembina,  up  the  Assiniboine  to  Fort  Ellice, 
*Dd  up  the  Qu'Appelle  to  the  ell)ow  of  the  Saskatchewan, 
thence  across  the  countrj'^  to  Fort  Carlton,  where  the  party 
wintered. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  summer  of  1858,  the  various 
branches  of  the  expedition  set  out  and  examined  the  Eagle 
Hills,  Battle  River,  Red  Deer  River,  and  Bow  River  districts. 
^^  latter  stream  was  followed  to  the  mountains,  along  the 
'^ute  on  which  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  to-day  con- 
'tnicted.  The  Vermilion  and  Kananaskis  passes  were  examin- 
^.  and  the  soui'ce.s  of  Kooteiiav  River  reached.  Dr.  Hector 
f^turneil  ]>y  Kicking  Hoi*se  River,  and  explored  in  the  general 
erection  of  the  mountains  to  the  Brazean  range,  and  from  the 
H)urce8  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  he  followed  the  course  of 
•"*t  river  to  Edmonton.  Captain  Palliser  extended  his  jour- 
^y  to  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  traces  of  the 
^^risoine  journeys  made  by  Dr.  Hector  are  everywhere  to  be 
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met  with  by  the  railway  traveller,  in  the  names  of  the  moon- 
tains  and  rivers  between  Calgary  and  the  Columbia. 

In  January,  1859,  Dr.  Hector  left  Ekimonton  on  a  jounwy 
to  Jaspar  House,  in  the  mountains,  thence  to  the  Athabawa 
Pass,  and  back  to  Edmonton.  Capt.  Palliser,  in  May,  started 
for  the  forks  of  the  South  Saskatchewan  and  Red  Deer  River, 
and  tlience  to  the  district  near  the  United  States  boundaiy. 
He  crossed  the  mountains  by  the  Kootenay  Pass,  followed 
Kootenay  River  to  Fort  Shepherd  and  Fort  Colville,  mi  on 
reach  infj  the  latter  place,  he  descended  the  Columbia  to  tk 
sea. 

The  report  of  the  Palliser  expedition  was  presented  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament  in  18(J3,  and  contained  much  scieiitiik 
and  t^eiieral  information  respectin<j  the  central  prairie  i^e^poiis, 
which  indicated  the  great  agincultural  and  industrial  possi- 
bilities of  ^ast  areas  of  the  interior  of  British  Xoith  Auierici 
Captain  Palliser's  report  is  also  remarkable  for  his  adverse 
recommendation  to  the  British  Government,  in  respect  to 
opeiiin<;  up  the  coimtry  for  settlement,  and  for  the  jx)sitive 
opinion  t^iven  by  him  as  to  the  impracticability  of  constnict- 
ing  a  railway  through  British  America  to  the  Pacific. 

We  will   on  these  two  latter  points  (juote  Capt.  Palliser's 
own    words  :    '*  1    therefore  cannot  reconnnentl  the  Imperial 
(lovornment  to  countenance  or  lend  supix)^  to  any  scheme 
for  constructing,  or,  it  may  be  said,  forcing  a  thoroughfare  I»y 
this  line  of  route,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  there  wouM  be 
no   immediate   advanta^^e    counnensurate    with    the  require*! 
sacritiee  of  capital  :  nor  can  I  advise  such  heavy  exi)eiiditure 
as  would  necessarily  attend  the  construction  of  any  exclus- 
ively British   line  of  road    between  Canada  and  Red  River 
settlement.'' 
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In  another  part  of  the  report,  he  says :  "  Still  the  know- 
ledge of  the  country  on  the  whole  would  never  lead  me  to  ad- 
vocate a  line  of  communication  from  Canada  across  the  con- 
tinent to  the  Pacific,  exclusively  through  British  territory. 
The  time  has  now  for  ever  gone  by  for  effecting  such  an  ob- 
ject, and  the  unfortunate  choice  of  an  astronomical  boundary 
line  has  completely  isolated  the  central  American  possessions 
of  Great  Britain  from  Canada  in  the  east,  and  also  almost  de- 
barred them  from  any  eligible  lu^cess  from  the  Pacific  coast  on 
the  west." 


A   STRrCKJLE   FOR    FREE   TRADE. 

In  1887,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  through  the  Governor 
in  Ijondon,  Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  asked  for  a  further  renewal 
of  their  license  for  twenty-one  years,  although  at  the  time,  the 
grant  of  1821  had  six  years  to  run.  The  company  probaUy 
considered  the  occasion  opportune  for  making  an  appeal 
they  certainly  succeeded  in  presenting  a  strong  case.  They 
represented  that  peace  reigned  in  their  tenntory.  That  the 
company  had  kept  otl'  the  Russians  (Sir  George  Simpson  hav- 
ing secured  a  lease  of  Alaska  from  that  power),  that  they  had 
favored  explorations,  established  a  settlement  at  Red  River, 
and  proposed  extending  their  colonization  efforts. 

The  appeal  was  successful,  an<l  in  May,  1888,  a  renewal 
of  the  territorial  license  was  granted  for  twentv-one  vears, 
with  a  reservation  to  the  Queen  of  a  right  to  plant  distinct 
colonies  ui)()ii  any  portion  thereof. 

No  doubt  the  demonstrations  made  by  the  half-bived:* 
against  their  authority,  and  the  growing  discontent  of  the 
population  generally  in  the  North -West  at  the  arbitrary  meth- 
o<ls  used  in  enforcing  the  claim  of  exclusive  trade,  induced  the 
company  to  takt»  time  by  the  forelock,  and  secure  an  extension 
of  their  licenst?  in  advance  of  any  protest  their  opjx)nents 
might  present  against  it. 

It  will  l>e  oKserved  that  the  appeal  for  a  renewal  was  made 
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mmediatelv  after  the  formation  of  a  system  of  tjoveniment  at 
Jed  River,  and  it  was  doubtless  reco^iized  that  a  further  ex- 
^nsion  of  their  power  in  the  country  by  Queen's  license  would 
'tren^ahen  their  hands  immensely. 

No  <loubt  it  did,  but  the  constitution  and  working  of  the 
»uneil  at  Fort  GaiTy  provoked  the  first  desire  of  the  people 
or  representative  government,  a  feeling  that  slumbered  in  the 
uinds  of  the  settlers  ever  afterwards,  breaking  out  now  and 
igain  in  demonstrations  against  the  authority  of  the  company, 
intil  finally  it  resulted  in  open  rebellion. 

At  the  very  outset,  the  composition  of  the  council  was  not 
wpular,  and  the  arbitrary  decisions  of  the  magistrates,  all  of 
rtom  were  members  of  the  government,  only  tended  to 
leighteii  the  discontent.  The  first  petty  jury  was  empanelled 
Ml  28th  April,  1830,  and  the  case  of  a  man  named  Louis  St. 
[)enis,  accuse<l  of  theft,  was  tried,  the  prisoner  l^eing  convicted. 
But  the  punishment  to  which  he  wa,s  sentenced  created  a  feei- 
ng of  {)opular  excitement  and  indignation  in  the  settlement, 
'nJ  'lestroyed  much  of  the  resi>ect  which  otherwise  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  by  the  new  govennnent  would  have  en- 
oye«l.  St.  Denis  was  condemned  to  be  floggeil,  and  on  the 
^y  when  the  sentence  was  carried  into  effect,  a  force  of  police 
^\  to  In*  employed  to  prevent  a  rescue,  and  the  man  who  ad- 
J^nistere^l  the  flogging  was  obliged  afterwards  to  run  for  his 
y^  from  the  mob,  the  interference  of  the  police  only  saving 
^ini  from  fallinir  a  victim  to  their  violence. 

The  trial  of  St.  Denis,  had  the  punishment  been  less  severe, 
^oold  have  had  a  good  effect,  in  showing  that  crimes  and  mis- 
femeanors  were  no  longer  to^be  permitted  with  impunity,  but 
^^  extraordinarj''  sentence  inflicted  upon  the  culprit  created  a 
^  impression,  and  tended  toj-excite  sympathy  for  the  trans- 
p 
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gressor  of  the  law,  rather  than  respect  or  confidence  in 
administration  of  justice.  Matters,  however,  for  some  ti 
after  this,  pi'ogressed  smoothly,  although  the  arbitrair  i 
one-sided  conduct  of  the  magistrates,  in  cases  where  the  < 
elusive  right  of  the  company  to  the  fur  trade  was  involvi 
excited  a  considerable  amount  of  discontent. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  fi'om  the  first  introduction  of  cc 
stitutional  laws  into  the  settlement,  the  system  worked  wi 
only  partial  success,  and  the  seven  and  a-half  per  cent  du 
on  imports  was  found  to  be  so  obnoxious  to  the  people,  and 
oppressive,  that  it  had  to  be  rescinded  by  the  council,  and  i 
duced  first  to  five  and  then  to  four  per  cent.,  at  which  rate 
remaine<:l  until  the  transfer  of  the  countr\''  to  Canada.  ( 
the  whole,  however,  the  settlement  was  benefited  by  t 
change  in  the  conduct  of  its  afiaire — peace  and  onler  v:*' 
maintained — the  laws  were  ol)eyed,  and  life  and  property  w 
everywhere  secure. 

So  far,  the  cases  before  the  court  had  l>een  conducted  1  wit 
out  the  aid  of  lawyers,  !)ut  in  1839  the  company  deernel 
expedient  to  have  a  man  possessed  of  legal  knowleilge,  to  pi 
side  over  the  eouit  in  order  to  lend  strength  to  the  ann 
justice.  This  was  apparently  a  proper  step  to  take,  liecau 
cases  wort*  likelv  at  anv  moment  to  arise,  of  a  character  to  i 
(juire  the  services  of  a  professional  man.  But,  strange  to^^« 
the  proi>osal  raised  up  a  formidable  hast  of  objection!?.  T 
new  otlicial  was  to  act  as  Recorder  of  Rupert's  Land,  an  ^ 
pointment  to  which  there  was  no  opposition,  but  when  t; 
people  undei*st()od  that  he  would  also  l)e  expected  to  act 
jiidgt*  on  tht*  bench.  disa[>proval  was  expi'esse<:l  on  all  **!'" 
1'he  chief  objection  to  his  ju<licial  functions  was  that  Ii«'. ^^^ 
silarie<l   otHcer  of  the   company,   drawing   £700  jx*r  annul 
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would  naturally  have  a  special  eye  to  his  employer  s  interest 
above  that  of  all  others,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  arbitrary 
policy  pursued  in  regard  to  fur-trading,  this  view  of  the  case 
had  an  important  meaning. 

b  1839,  Mr.  Thom,  a  gentleman  of  talent  and  high  at- 
tainments in  his  profession,  was  appointed  to  the  position, 
and  duly  arrived  at  Fort  Gany.  But  from  the  start  he  was 
unpopular  with  a  majority  of  the  settlers — first,  because  he 
was  looked  upon  as  a  company *s  man :  secondly,  because  he 
could  not  speak  French ;  and  thirdly,  because  it  was  reported 
that  his  views  were  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  Canadians 
and  half-bree<ls.  In  short,  the  dislike  of  him  became  a  fixed 
prejudice,  which  time  only  served  to  strengthen,  and  in  this 
way  the  administration  of  the  law  was  rather  weakened  than 
strengthened  by  his  presence. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  endeavored 
to  improve  the  material  condition  of  the  settlement,  and  we 
have  to  chronicle  another  attempt  at  experimental  farming  on 
Aeir  part  In  this  case,  the  scheme  was  dictated  by  the  com- 
Jnittee  in  London,  who  sent  out  an  expensive  manager  and 

» 

Experienced  workmen,  the  result  being  that  the  enterprise 
^wne  to  nought,  at  a  loss  to  the  experimenters  of  £5,500.  It 
"«d  become  the  habit  at  this  period,  to  account  for  every  step 
taken  by  the  company,  as  wholly  in  their  own  interest,  and 
against  that  of  the  settlers,  and  the  heavy  loss  in  the  present 

• 

^^^nce  was  put  down  to  a  mere  scheme  on  the  part  of  the 
"^•trade,  to  injure  the  settlement.  The  absurdity  of  this  rea- 
^ning  is  apparent,  but  it  will  show  the  peculiar  state  of  feel- 
*^  toward  the  company  that  existed  about  this  time. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  company,  hav- 
^  a  license  from  the  Imperial  Government,  giving  them  the 
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privilege  of  exclusive  trade  in  furs,  had  the  ri^^t  to  pi 
tect  their  interests.  On  the  other  hand,  many  people  Id  tl 
country  doubted  the  justice  of  their  claim,  and  endeavored  : 
everj'  way  to  oppose  it  secretly,  if  not  openly,  and  in  this  w> 
perfect  unity  could  hardly  exist  between  the  governing  pow< 
and  the  governed.  The  company  could  only  use  moral  su 
sion,  backed  by  the  authority  given  them  by  the  Imperial  ai 
thorities,  for  they  had  no  force  at  hand  to  compel  obedience  i 
their  laws,  and  such  was  the  state  of  affairs,  when  the  Frenc 
half-breeds  began  once  more  to  l)e  ti-oublesome.  The  caliii 
of  these  men  consiste<l  chiefly'  of  buffalo  huntii^,  which  th( 
Hrst  commenced  as  employes  of  the  company,  but  graduall 
many  of  them  pixxsecuted  the  hunt  on  their  own  aecoui 
I)urin<^  this  time,  the  otticei's  at  the  forts  s\nnpathize<i  an<l  a 
sisted  them,  often  purchasin*^  the  pnxluce  of  the  hunt  when 
was  not  required,  and  for  a  time  the  huntei*s  i-emaine<l  (. 
trcKKl  terms  with  them.  But  as  their  numl>ers  incivased,  tlu 
became  moiv  exacting  in  their  deman<ls,  and  less  incline*! 
respect  tlie  exclusive  rights  of  the  company  in  the  fur-twi 
In  their  va<:rant  mode  of  life,  they  made  frequent  visits  to  tl 
liiited  States,  and  on  such  occasions  often  carried  their  fn 
with  them,  which  thev  sold  to  the  American  ti*adei*s,  thus  vi 
latin^r  th»*  law  (accordiuj^  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conipan} 
inter|)retation  of  it ). 

At  last  the  authorities  at  Fort  (tarry  resolved  to  put  a  st* 
if  possible  to  this  illicit  trathc  (as  it  was  termeiU,  aii«l  ^' 
Kru^iste  Larant.  on  suspicion  of  having  infringeti  the  oit 
pany  s  eliartered  ri^^hts.  liarl  his  house  forced  oj>en  and  tl 
furs  it  contained  forcibly  seize<l.  Two  more  seizm'es  ^ve; 
tlu-n  made,  and  tlie  r»'>ult  was  that  the  whole  French  lw*l 
bn-ed    pojmlation    l>eeaine  enra;^ed.     The   English  half-bive" 
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80  far  had  stood  aloof  until  one  of  their  principal  men  naniefl 
Ballet,  <leeming  himself  slighted  by  a  company  a  officer,  suc- 
ceeded in  arousing  their  sympathies  in  his  favor  and  against 
tile  fur  nionoi)oly,  the  result  being  that  French  ami  English 
joined  together,  and  for  years  aftenvards  there  existe<l  a  spirit 
of  combination  which  gave  rise  to  plots,  plans,  and  meetings 
of  a  nature  to  threiiten  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  set- 
tlement 

Tl»e  course,  too,  pui-sued  by  Mr.  Thom  seemed  to  justify  the 
pn'^lictions  made  concerning  him  on  his  first  arrival  in  the  set- 
tlement, for  his  recommendations,  although  probably  based  up- 
on a  conscientious  interpretation  of  the  law,  were  yet  unfoi-tu- 
nately  favorable,  as  a  rule,  to  the  company.  Even  this  might 
have  l)een  overlooked  if  he  had  not  stretched  the  meaning  of 
the  rights,  and  privileges  of  the  chai-ter  to  an  uiniecessary 
degivi*.  so  as  to  inflict  what  was  really  an  injustice  upon  the 
immunity. 
As  an  instance  of  this  we  give  the  following : 
In  1M44  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Governor  of  As- 
*ttniljoine,  stating  that  all  business  lettei>i  from  imix)rters  of 
^ootls  to  their  agents  in  England,  to  be  forwarde*!  by  the  com- 
l^any's  |»acket,  should  Ix^  sent  to  Fort  ( larrj'  open  for  tht»  \>er- 
'^l  of  the  authorities  previous  to  l)eing  dispatched.  Such 
*ni|iorters  as  would  consent  to  sign  a  declaration,  the  sub- 
'♦tance  of  which  was  e<|uivalent  to  a  scH^urity  agaiinst  their  en- 
JPigin^  in  any  private  fur-trading  venture,  wen*  exempted 
f^mi  tin*  necessity  of  compliance*  with  this  regulation.  Mr. 
»"om's  view  of  this  extraordinary  docunu*nt  was  that  tin* 
''UHrton.Yl  privileges  of  the  company,  arnl  the  fact  tliat  th<  y 
"^^ppli**!!  the  means  by  which  the  lettc*i"s  were  conveV(»d,  and 
^"♦*  niffchandise  import<»d,  gave  th(»m  the  right  to  fix  the  t»rms 


2.1>;  HISTOKV    OF   TIIK    NoRTH-WEST. 

ujjon  which  tlic  i'acilitics  of  po.stat^v  and  freight  weiv  aflnnl.-ii 
On  the  other  hand,  the  merchants  contended  that  the  HudsoiiV 
Bay  Company  under  its  administration  obligations  were  boimd 
to  provide  postal  facilities  on  fair  temis,  and  in  vii-tue  of  its 
omnipotence  to  bring  the  goods  necessary  for  its  dependent 
over  the  only  available  route,  of  which  it  had  the  indisputahfe 
control.  Certainly  the  merchants  hail  the  best  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  it  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  governor  and 
committee  in  London  must  have  thought  so,  because  they  re- 
pudiated and  disallowed  a  number  of  the  regulations  made  by 
Mr.  Thom. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  individuals  in  the  settle- 
ment were  engaging  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  goods  which 
they  im  pointed  from  England,  and  this  the  company  assisted 
by  conveying  the  merchandise  in  their  ships  to  York  Factory. 
Now  these  vessels  were  not  supposed  or  intended  to  be  used 
as  common  carriei-s,  but  simply  for  freighting  the  supplies  le- 
Cjuired  by  the  company's  own  trade.     It  api)ear8  that  they  also 
carried,  for  private  individuals,  pixxluce  of  the  country  from 
York  Factory  to  be  sold  in  England,  and  a  merchant  named 
James  Sinclair  having  exported  some  tallow,  a  number  of  the 
principal    half-breeds  wrote    to   Governor   Christie   in  1H40, 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  freight  charges  on  that  article,  id 
order  to  stinmlate  its  production  and  exj)ortation.     The  com- 
pany, proljably  remembering  the  fate  of  the  Tallow  Company 
which  Sir  (Jeorge  Simpson   had  attempted   to  establish,  may 
not  have  had  much  faitli  in  the  success  of  the  industrv,  even 
witli    low  freights.     At  all   events,  Mr.  Christie    never  an- 
W('rr(l  the  letter. 

The  number  of  petty  tradei*s  now^    increased,  and  the  com* 
p:iiiy   found   that   they   were   busily  engaged    in  sowing  the 
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seeds  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  people,  especially  the  plain 
hunters.  The  monopoly  of  exclusive  trade  in  furs  was  being 
Assailed,  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  aroused  against  the 
wthorities.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  resolved  to 
keep  the  traders  in  check,  and  on  the  10th  June,  1845,  the 
following  minutes  of  council  were  passed  at  Fort  Garry : — 

Resolved— That,  once  in  every  year,  any  British  subject,  if  an  actual 
mident  and  not  a  fur  trafficker,  may  import,  whether  from  London  or  from 
St.  Peters  (in  the  United  States),  stores  free  of  any  duty  now  about 
to  be  imposed,  on  declaring;;  truly  that  he  has  imported  them  at  his  own 
nik. 

That,  once  in  every  year  any  British  subject,  if  qualified  as  before,  may 
exempt  from  duty  as  before,  imports  of  the  local  value  of  ten  pounds,  on 
deeUring  truly  that  they  are  intended  exclusively  to  be  used  by  himself 
within  Red  River  settlement,  and  hare  been  purchased  with  certain  speci- 
fied productions  or  manufactures  of  the  aforesaid  settlement,  exported  in 
the  same  season,  or  by  the  latest  vessel  at  his  own  risk. 

That,  once  in  every  year,  any  British  subject,  if  qualified  as  before, 
who  may  have  personally  accompanied  both  his  exports  and  imports,  as 
defined  in  the  preceding  resolution,  may  exempt  from  duty,  as  before, 
inporu  of  the  local  value  of  £50,  on  declaring  truly  that  they  are  either 
to  be  consumed  by  himself,  or  to  be  sold  by  himself  to  actual  consumers 
within  the  aforesaid  settlement,  and  have  been  purchased  with  certain 
specified  productions  or  manufactures  of  the  settlement,  carried  away  by 
*oxsm\i  in  the  same  season,  or  by  the  latest  vessel,  at  his  own  ri»k. 

That  all  other  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  aforesaid  set- 
^aent.  shall,  before  delivery,  pay  at  York  Factory  a  duty  of  20  i)er  cent, 
on  their  prime  cost ;  pro^'ided,  however,  that  the  Governor  of  the  settle- 
^Qt  be  hereby  authorized  to  exempt  from  the  same,  all  such  importers 
*•  nuy,  from  year  to  year,  l)e  reasonably  believed  by  him  to  have  neither 
^fficked  in  furs  themselves  since  the  8th  day  of  December,  1844,  nor 
•*^hled  others  to  do  so,  by  illegally  or  improperly  supplying  them  with 
^ing  articles  of  any  description. 

^h»t  nil  other  im]K)rts,  from  any  part  of  the  United  States,  shall  pay 
**  duties  {Miyable  under  the  provisions  of  5  and  6  Vict.,  cap.  49,  the 
*''*perial  Statute  for  regulating  the  foreign  trade  of  the  British  i)088e.s- 
wons  in  North  America  ;  provided,  however,  that  the  Govemor-in-Chief, 
**•  ^^  his  ab^nce,  the  President  of  the  Council,  may  so  modify  the 
**<^hin^jy  Qf  ^j^^j  j^ij  ^^5^  j,f  Parliament,  as  to  adapt  the  same  to  the 

^'^^tnnces  of  the  country. 
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That,  henceforward,  no  goods  shall  be  delivered  at  York  Factory  to aoj 
))ut  persons  duly  licensed  to  freight  the  same  ;  such  liceiuies  being  giT«D 
only  in  those  cases  in  which  no  fur  trafficker  may  have  any  intereit. 
direct  or  indirect. 

That  any  intoxic«iting  drink,  if  found  in  a  fur  trafficker  8  puttesnuiii 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  aforesaid  settlement,  may  be  seized  and  destivy- 
ed  by  any  person  on  the  8j)ot. 

Whereas,  the  intervention  of  middlemen  is  alike  injurious  to  the  Hon- 
orable Company  and  to  the  people  ;  it  is  resolved — 

That,  henceforward,  furs  shall  be  purchased  from  mme  but  the  ftctual 
hunters  of  the  same. 

Fort  Garry,  July  10th,  1846. 

Copy  of  License  refeiTed  to  in  foregoing  Minutes : — 

**  On  l)ehalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  hereby  license  A.  B.  t* 
trade,  and  ah;o  ratify  his  having  traded  in  English  goods,  within  the  limit 
of  Red  River  settlement  This  ratification  and  this  Ucense  to  be  nol 
and  void,  from  the  beginning,  in  the  event  of  his  hereafter  trafficking  ii 
furs,  or  generally,  of  his  usurping  any  whatever  of  all  the  privileges  o 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Coinj>any." 

As  nii^ht  Ik*  expected,  the  passing  of  these  minutes  hy  th« 
council  raised  a  storm  of  indipiation  among  those  likely  to  h 
affected  hv  them.  The  company,  for  some  time  pivvioiis  t< 
this,  had  Ix^gun  to  employ  some  of  the  leading  half-bret^l;^  a 
middlemen  in  tlie  fur  trade,  ))aying  them  money  or  ^xkIs.  am 
receiving  furs  in  exchange,  whilst  the  middlemen  uiidertool 
the  trouble  of  j)rocuring  tlie  fui*s  from  the  natives,  of  coun? 
with  some  advantage  to  tliemselves.  This  was  no  new  systei 
in  carrvinir  on  tlie  fur  trade.  an<l  tlie  half-bree<ls,  s^^eii^r  ^ 
mucli  profit  in  the  Imsiness.  ]ia<l  been  tempted  to  enju^jL'^  ^ 
the  fur  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  as  thev  eouM  n"^  *-^ 
port  furs  to  Kuglan<l,  tliey  sent  them,  when  opportuni^' ''^ 
curred,  into  tlie  American  territory. 

Having   tasted    tlie   benefits  of  free  trade,  the  question 
once  ai'os»*  in  tlieir  niiiids  how   far  the  privileges  of  tlif  <^" 
])anv  could  restrain  the  natives  of  tlie  country  from  nbtan^^^ 
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rs.  and  disposing  of  them  as  they  deemed  best.  The  com- 
ny  declared  the  traffic  illegal,  but  the  half-breeds  did  not 
Jm  to  consider  it  so,  but  stood  upon  their  claims  as  the  de- 
ndante  of  the  native  Indians,  and  denied  that  any  right 
t  that  of  might  could  deprive  them  of  their  hereditary  pix)- 
iy  in  the  wild  animals  of  their  ancient  forests  and  prairies. 
Accordingly,  a  number  of  them  addressed  the  following  let- 
to  the  Governor  of  Assiniboine,  on  the  29th  August,  1845, 
ttle  over  a  month  after  the  passing  of  the  minutes  we  have 

ea<ly  quoteil : 

Red  Rivbr  Settlement, 

August  29th,  1845. 
IK,—  Having  at  this  moment  a  very  strong  belief  that  we,  as  natives 
this  country,  and  as  half-breeds,  have  the  right  to  hunt  furs  in  the 
daon's  Bay  Company's  territories  whenever  we  think  proper,  and  again 
those  furs  to  the  highest  bidder  ;  likewise  having  a  doubt  that  natives 
thU  country  can  be  prevented  from  trading  and  tmfficking  with  one 
•ther ;  we  would  wish  to  have  your  opinion  on  tlie  subject,  lest  we 
^d  commit  ourselves  by  doing  anything  in  o])iK)8ition,  either  to  the 
Bof  England,  or  the  honorable  company  s  privileges,  and,  therefore, 
before  you.  as  Governor  of  Red  River  Settlement,  a  few  queries^ 
ich  we  beg  you  will  answer  in  course. 

•  Hs8  a  half-breed,  a  settler  the  right  to  hunt  furs  in  this  country  t 
••  Has  a  native  of  this  country  (not  an  Indian)  a  right  to  hunt  furs  ? 

^  If  a  half-breed  has  the  right  to  hunt  furs,  can  he  hire  other  half- 

*ds  for  the  pur{)08e  of  hunting  furs  ? 

^  Can  a  half-breed  sell  his  furs  to  any  person  he  pleases  ? 

*•  Ib  a  half-breed  obliged  to  sell  his  furs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

"whatever  price  the  comimny  may  think  proper  to  give  him  i 

'•  Can  a  half-breed  receive  any  furs  as  a  [iresent  from  an  Indian,  a 

^«ve  of  hit  ? 

•  Can  a  halfbree<l  hire  any  of  his  Indian  relatives  to  hunt  furs  for 
I? 

•  Can  a  half-breed  trade  furs  fn>m  another  half-breed,  in   or  out  of 

■^ttlenient  ? 

'  Can  a  half-breed  trade  furs  from  an  Indian,  in  or  out  of  the  suttle- 
it? 

•  With  regard  to  trading,  or  hunting  furs,  have  the  half-breeds,  or 
''®*  of  Euro()ean  origin,  any  rights  or  privileges  over  Kuro])eHns  ? 
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11.  A  settler  having  purchaited  lands  from  Lord  Selkirk,  ur  even  frai 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  without  any^  conditions  attached  to  then,  or 
without  haring  signed  any  bond,  deed,  or  instrument  whatever  whocbf 
he  might  have  willed  away  his  right  to  trade  fun,  cut  he  be  pnrwted 
from  trading  furs  in  the  settlement  with  settlers,  or  eren  out  of  the 
settlement  i 

12.  Are  the  limits  of  the  settlement  defined  by  the  municipal  law,  Sel- 
kirk grant,  or  Indian  sale  i 

13  If  a  person  cannot  tr^de  furs,  either  in  or  out  of  the  aettlamcDt, 
can  he  purchase  them  for  hLs  own  and  family  use,  and  in  what  quantity? 

14.  Having  never  seen  any  official  statements,  nor  known,  hut  hj 
report,  that  the  Hudson's  Hay  Coin])any  has  peculiar  privileges  ofcr 
British  subjects,  natives,  and  half-breeds,  resident  in  the  settlement,  ve 
would  wish  to  know  what  those  ])rivilege8  are,  and  the  penalties  sttscbed 
to  the  infringement  of  the  same  ? 

We  remain  yuur  humble  servants. 


James  Sinclair, 

Baptist  La  Ro<^rE. 

Thomas  Lo^^an, 

John  Dea>e, 

Alexis  Gailat, 

Louis  Lktenurk  i>e  Batoche, 

William  M<  Millan, 

Antoine  Morran, 

Bat.   Wilkis, 

John  Vincent, 

To  Alkxanher  Christie,  Rsv/., 

(i«»\ern<»r  of  Red  River  Settlement. 


WlUJAJf    BlED. 

Peter  Garocb. 
Henky  Cook, 
John  Spencb, 
John  ANi»ER.'*i»'. 
Thomas  McDewt. 
Ai>ALL  TRtrmiB. 
Charles  Hole. 
Joseph  Monkma>. 
Baptist  Farma>- 


Mr.  ( 'liristie  replied  as  follows: — 

Fort  Garry, 

September  5, 1^^ 

(iENTLKMEN — I  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultiiiKi.  on  the  ereoioi 
<»f  the  3ril  instant,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  soleiim  ami  im]K>rtant  pnttre**' 
ings  in  whirh  I  was  yestenlay  ent;aj(e<l  will  form  a  sufficient  »poU^ 
for  my  havini:  all«»we<l  a  «lay  to  pass  withuut  noticing  your  o mi uiuni«*' 
tion. 

However  unusual  it  may  he  fur  the  rulers  of  any  country  i^'^D*^**^ 
legal  inquiries  in  any  other  way  than  thn.»ugh  the  judicial  tribumiU  «w^ 
can  alone  authoritatively  «le<*ide  any  |M»int  of  law,  I  shall,  uii  this  p*ft*^' 
Inr   «.ccasi<>n,    «.'verhM>k   all   tho>e   consitlenitioiis  which   might  uther**^ 
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me  to  decline,  with  idl  due  courteay,  the  discussion  of  your  letter ; 
11  the  rather  induced  to  adopt  this  course  by  your  avowsl,  for 
am  bound  to  give  you  full  credit,  that  you  are  actuated  by  an  un- 
ess  to  do  anything  in  opposition,  either  to  the  laws  of  England, 
i  Hud80Q*s  Bay  Com|)any'8  privileges. 

first  nine  queries,  as  well  as  the  body  of  your  letter,  are  ground - 
e  supposition  that  the  half-breeds  possess  certain  privileges  over 
low  citizens,  who  have  not  been  bom  in  the  country.  Now,  as 
mbjects,  the  half-breeds  have  clearly  the  same  rights  in  Scotland, 
igland,  as  any  person  born  in  Great  Britain,  and  your  own  sense 
re  will  at  once  see  how  unreasonable  it  would  be  to  place  English- 
l  Scotchmen  on  a  less  favorable  footing  in  Rupert's  Land  than 
es.  Your  supposition,  further,  seems  to  draw  a  distinction  be- 
df- breeds  and  persons  bom  in  the  country,  of  European  parent - 
,  to  men  of  your  intelligence,  I  need  not  say  that  this  distinction 
lore  unreasonable  than  the  other. 

tenth  query  is  fully  answered  in  these  observations  on  your  first 
eries. 

eleventh  <{uery  assumes  that  any  purchaser  of  lands  would  have 
t  to  trade  furs  if  he  hatl  not  **  willed  "  it  away  by  assenting  to  any 
ve  condition.  Such  an  assumption,  of  course,  although  admissi- 
tself,  is  inconsistent  with  your  general  views  ;  the  conditions  of 
rhich,  by  the  bye,  have  always  been  well  understood  to  prohibit 
action  of  the  company's  privileges,  are  intended  not  to  bind  the 
al  who  is  already  bound  by  the  fundamental  law  of  the  country, 
ely  to  secure  his  lands  as  a  special  guarantee  for  the  due  discharge 
his  essential  obligation, 
what  has   been  said,  your  twelfth  query  becomes  wholly  unim- 

Fourt  tenth  query,  which  comprises  your  thirteenth,  and,  in  fact, 
he  t|uerie8  that  you  either  have,  or  could  have,  proposed,  requests 
umerate  the  peculiar  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  on 
:ed  ground  that  you  know  them  only  through  report.  Consider- 
you  have  the  means  of  seeing  the  Charter  and  the  Land  Deed, 
I  enactments  of  the  Council  of  Rupert's  Land  as  concern  yourselves 
r  fellow  citizens  ;  and  considering  furt'  er  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
you  have  seen  them,  I  cannot  admit  that  you  require  information 
(tent  which  you  profess  :  and  even  if  you  did  require  it,  I  do  not 
lat  I  could  oflfer  yo<i  anything  mord  clear  than  the  documents 
res  are,  on  which  my  enumeration  of  the  company's  rights  must 
1.  If,  however,  any  individual  among  you,  or  among  your  fellow 
should  at  any  time  feel  himself  embarrassed  in  any  honest  pur- 
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suit,  by  legal  doubt-s,  I  shHll  have  much  pleasure  in  affording  him  i  per- 
sonal interview. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  nerrant, 

Alexander  Chbistie, 

(iarerttor  of  Attiuibijiti'. 
Messrs.  James  Sinclair,  Bt.  La  Roque, 

Thomas  Logan,  and  tethers. 

The  solemn  and  important  proceedings  referred  to  in  the 
tii-st  paragrapli  of  Mr.  Christie's  letter  wei-e  in  counectioniiith 
the  first  execution  that  ever  took  place  in  Red  River.  An 
Indian — a  Saulteaiix — out  of  revenge  had  shot  a  Sioux,  aixl 
in  doing  so,  ha<l  also  killed  one  of  his  own  trilie.  Heiras 
promptly  arrested,  tried,  and  l^eing  convicted,  was  hun^  from 
the  walls  of  Fort  (iany  on  the  5th  September,  1845,  as  an 
t»xample  to  deter  other  Indians  from  committing  mur«Wr. 

The  reply  of  (iovfrnor  Christie  was  not,  as  may  W  iiiiatnnt^i. 
verv  satisfaetorv  to  the  i«irties  to  whom  it  was  addressf«l.  ana 
it  certainly  did  not  te::d  to  allay  the  feeling  of  <i|HMisition 
against  the  company.  No  opportunity  to  enforce  re'^pct  for 
the  chartered  rights  was  at  this  period  negl(.»cte<i  hy  the  au- 
thorities at  Fort  ( Jarry,  and  even  in  the  preparation  of  a  lan«i 
deed,  a  condition  was  inchi'led  })v  which  the  simier  l)oun«lhnii- 
self  not  to  violate  any  of  the  license<l  privileges  of  the  com- 
pany. Yet  the  handwriting  was  on  the  wall,  and  the  accom- 
plish men  t  of  free  trade  was  not  far  oti*  A  petition  ur^n^r 
eom]>laints  against  the  Mu<lson's  Hay  Company  was  fnunt^' 
for  |>re.sentation  t<j  the  Inij-erial  authorities,  and  mim*!*'^"^ 
•simiatures  were  attached  to  it.  The  document  was  then  f"'^' 
warded  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Ishister.  in  England,  who  presentt^i  it  ^'^ 
theColonial  Seeretar\-  on  the  17th  Fehruarv.  1S47.  aii'l  ^"'' 
governnnMit  in  n-ply  proposed  sending  out  commissiniit-r^  ^'^ 
the  Xorth-Wrst  to  in\  »'stiirate  the  eharifes.      But  this  thf  C''H'' 
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unants  would  not  ajrree  to,  on  tlie  siiit^ulai*  ^rroiind  tliut  the 
uHsoHK  Bay  officials  at  Fort  (jany  would  be  able  to  uii- 
ily  influeuce  them.  Eiarl  Grey,  wlio  wan  then  Secretary  of 
ttie  for  the  Colonies,  receivecl  testimony  for  and  against  the 
impany,  nud  then  notitied  Mr.  Jsbister  tliat  he  must  assume 
le  expense  of  a  judicial  pi-ocess  if  he  desii-eil  to  have  one, 
ddinj;.  however,  that  the  validity  of  the  charter  was  not  to  be 
De«tione>l.  Jlr.  Isbiuter  decliiii'il  to  proceed,  and  although  he 
fflitinued  U>  agitate  for  a  cancellation  of  the  company's 
DOmipoly.  and  succeeded  in  intei-enting  a  number  of  pi-omi- 
lenl  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  subject,  he 
uleil  to  accomplish  the  object  he  ha^l  in  view. 

Mr.  James  .Sinclair,  whose  name  heailed  tlie  list  of  sigiia- 
inres  to  the  letter  addressetl  to  Mr.  Chriatie,  on  the  2yth  Aug., 
IMS,  had  busied  himself  in  i>i'epariug  the  j)etition  to  the 
Home  (lovemineiit,  and  in  other  ways  ma<le  himself  conspicu- 
"Ui  in  agitating  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  He 
'wiveil  his  ivwai-d  in  the  following  letter  ; 

Sir,— I  beg  to  state  that  in  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Secre- 
■""y  .Smith,  dated  the  18th  April  last,  and  i-eceived  on  the 
^h  instant,  I  am  rei|Uested  to  acquaint  yon  that  no  goo<ls 
"in  be  shipped  in  your  name  on  board  thi^  Huttson's  Bay 
l-Oiupany's  ships  for  York  Factory, 
1  am  »ir. 

Vour  most  olwdient  servant, 

Alexander  Chuistie. 
«■  Jiiites  Sinclair, 

''Tie  meaning  of  which  waa  that  Mr.  .Sinclair's  husinens  waw 
""ined  for  that  year. 

^e  proceedings  of  tlie  company  in  thus  punishing  thoiw 
•no  Were  opposed  to  them,  and  foix-ing  compliance  with  their 
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regulations  against  trading  in  furs,  may  appear  harsh  an<i  \ 
just,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  looketl  at  I 
matter  purely  from  a  business  stand-point.  They  had  h 
granted  exclusive  privileges  by  the  Imperial  authoritii*:?.  v 
the  power  to  enforce  respect  for  them,  and  if  they  had  { 
mitted  infringements  of  their  rights,  the  license  they  posses 
would  not  ha\'e  been  worth  more  than  waste-paper.  But 
the  people  of  the  country,  who  regarded  the  Hudson's  1 
Company  as  the  government  with  power  to  make  and  unii: 
laws,  it  appeared  in  the  light  of  oppression,  and  the  hi 
breeds,  who  wei'e  of  an  excitable  natui'e  and  easily  moved 
good  or  evil,  became  the  rea<ly  tools  of  designing  parties. 

Thus  matters  stood,  with  an  under  current  of  discontent 
pn>aehing  reljellion,  but  no  open  hostility  to  the  comiw 
when  in  Januarv,  184G,  the  influenza  racred,  and  in  Mav 
measles  broke  out  in  tjie  settlement.  Neither  of  t]n^  < 
demies  proviMJ  very  fatal,  but  in  June,  the  bkxxly  flux  lie) 
its  ravages  among  the  In<lians.  an<l  vscxm  spread  with  feai 
rapidity  among  the  whites,  carrying  off*  large  nuniiH'i> 
them.  From  1 8th  June  to  the  2n<l  August,  the  deaths  av 
atjefl  seven  a  <lav,  or  821  in  all.  and  there  was  hanllv  a  lio 
that  (lid  not  mourn  for  the  h)ss  of  one  or  more  of  it>  int 
l)ei>> :  indeed,  a  nuiiil>er  of  houses  were  closed  altogetliHJ 
one  of  the  t'aniilv.  old  or  voun*:,  l>einir  left  in  them. 

This  atfliction  for  the  time  heinu*  ovei'^hadowe^l  all  matt 
rolatin;^  to  trade  or  business  of  anv  sort,  and  hanllv  ha-l  t 
plague  eeas«Ml  when  a  foixv  of  British  ti\)Ops  apj)eart^l  "I 
tht»  seen<\  and.  while  they  remained  in  the  country,  all  epl* 
tion  to  the  Hudson  s  l>av  ('oini)anv  ceased. 

In  the  month  of  Se|)t('iid)er.  Lieut. -Col.  CiX)fton  arrivtJ 
F'oit    ( Jarrv.  in  eomiiiand  of  a  wiuir  of  the   Gth  ivirhnt-ut 
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'oot,  accompanied  b^'  <letachiiients  of  Artillery  and  of  the 
RovhI  Engineers.  This  force,  consisting  of  eighteen  officers, 
Jwve  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men,  seventeen  women  and 
lineteen  children,  or  three  hundi-ed  and  eighty-three  in  all, 
eft  Cork,  in  Ireland,  b\'  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
inder  special  instructions,  and  landed  at  York  Factor^"  on  the 
(th  August.  They  had  twenty -eight  pieces  of  artillery'  with 
•hem,  but  only  conveyed  nine  to  Red  River,  but  their  numbers 
ind  amiament  were  sufficiently  stix)ng  to  strike  awe  into  the 
beartB  of  the  disaffected,  and,  from  the  moment  of  their  ar- 
rival, lawless  defiance  w^as  reduced  into  silence. 

The  real  object  which  the  British  Government  had  in  view 
when  they  sent  this  body  of  troops  to  Red  River  is  not 
known,  as  they  were  despatched  under  secret  orders,  but  it  is 
apposed  that  the  disputes  arising  out  of  the  Oregon  question 
had  something  to  do  with  it.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  for  a 
DHWient  that  so  strong  a  force  was  sent  merely  to  uphold  the 
rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  that  the  demonstra- 
tions made  in  the  settlement  against  their  authority  had  any- 
^g  to  do  with  it.  The  impression  created  in  the  minds  of 
Ae  people  was,  however,  highly  favorable  to  the  maintenance 
of  law  and  order. 

Having  referreil  to  the  Oregon  question,  it  may  now  be  as 
^^11  to  give  a  few  particulars  i-egarding  it,  and  the  establish- 
***^t  of  a  lx)undar3'  line  between  the  British  North-We.st  and 
^e  United  States.  In  1807,  the  pretensions  of  the  Americans 
*o  the  Oregon  became  the  subject  of  diplomacy  between  tlu» 
^0  j^vemments,  but  nothing  definite  wjis  done.  In  1814, 
Pending  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  subject  was  renewed,  and  it 
^^tlien  agreed  that  the  places  seized  by  either  party  should 
he  retumeil  to  the  other.     In  1818  the  subject  was  renewed. 
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and  it  was  atrreed  that  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains shouM  be  open  to  both  parties  for  ten  years,  without 
prejudice  to  their  respective  claim.  The  convention,  then  re- 
co^iizing  the  fact  that  the  north-west  comer  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woo<ls  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountains  might  be  dis- 
tant from  the  4i)th  parallel,  provide*  1  that  the  line  from  that 
corner  should  nni  due  north  or  south,  as  was  required,  till  it 
struck  that  parallel,  and  thence  westward  on  that  parallel  to 
the  crests  of  the  Rockies.  The  question  of  boundary,  how- 
ever, remained  a  matter  of  dispute,  and  the  Americaiis  did 
not  conceal  their  desire  to  exclude  all  Eui'oj>eans,  especially 
British  subjects,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  49th 
decree  of  latitude  was  the  extremest  noi'theni  limit  that  the 
Americans  could  ^et  to  their  claim  in  their  lx)ldest  assumption 
of  ri^ht.  yet  the  Pivsi<leiit,  in  his  formal  message  to  C  on^nv* 
on  5th  DecM-ndx-r,  1842,  savs  :  "The  United  States  have  al- 
ways  C(aitende<l  that  their  ri<^hts  appertained  to  the  whole 
region  of  country  lyiiif^  on  the  l^aciiie,  and  embraced  within 
42^  and  54  40  of  north  latitude. '  En^dand  had  als<j  Russia 
to  deal  with  on  the  north,  while  the  Americans  were  annoying 
her  at  the  south  of  hrr  possession,  and  it  was  not  until  1^* 
that  it  was  a^rreed  l>etwern  the  two  i^overnments  that  th^ 
HudsniTs  Bav  Comnanv  should  eniov  for  ten  veai*s  the  eX- 
clusivr  usr  <)t'  the  country  extending  from  54  40' north  to 
Caj)e  Spenser,  nrar  5S    north. 

Bv  the  Ashlauton  Treatv,  concluded  Aumist  0th,  1842.  and 
which  was  assailed  bv  Lord  Palmei'ston  as  the  "  Ashburton 
Capitulation,"  the  boundary  line  is  described  as  runniii^' 
across  Lake  Sui)erior,  thence  alon<j:  several  waterways,  stivams 
and  portaires  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woixis,  and  aci'oss  that  laK^ 
to  a   )>oint  fixed  at  tlu-  north-west  corner  (40    23'  55').^^'' 
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ben  south  to  the  49°  parallel,  and  along  it  westerly  to  the 
noantains. 

This  decided  the  lx)undary  east  of  the  Rockies,  and  the 
reaty  of  1846  determined  the  49th  parallel  fix)m  the  moun- 
ains  to  the  sea  as  the  bounds,  and  provided  that  the  line  on 
he  49°  n.  lat,,  having  struck  the  water,  should  follow  the  mid- 
He  of  the  channel  dividing  Vancouver  Island  fix)m  the  main, 
uid  thence  procee<l  through  the  middle  of  Fuca  Straits  to  the 
Pacific. 

The  disputes  over  this  boundary  question  were  at  times 
W  wimu,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  were  the  chief 
waaon  for  Great  Britain  sending  troops  to  Red  River  in  1846, 
wd  in  support  of  this,  is  the  fact  that  they  were  recalled  al- 
nwet  immediately  after  the  disputed  question  had  been  settled. 
The  6th  foot  left  Red  River,  in  July,  1848,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  the  same  year,  Major  Caldwell,  with  fifty -six  pensioners, 
Mo-connnissioned  officei's  and  men,  arrived  at  Fort  Garry  to 
^e  their  place.  Major  Caldwell  was  also  appointed  Gov- 
MTJor.  and  it  mav  be  well  to  state  here  that  Mr.  Christie,  who 
•ppears  pi-ominently  in  this  chapter,  tilled  the  gubernatorial 
^hair  from  June,  1833,  to  June,  1839,  and  was  succeeded  by 
*r.  Duncan  Finlayson,  who  remained  in  office  till  June,  1844, 
•^hen  Mr.  Christie  enjoyed  a  second  term  until  June,  1846. 

When  Colonel  Crofton  arrived  he  tilled  the  position  of 
'hitf-magistrate  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
''^ed  to  England  and  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the 
^'^  and  in  the  Governorship  by  Major  (iriffiths,  who  held 
**«  office  until  the  6th  foot  left  the  settlement.  Major  Cald- 
^^  then  became  Governor,  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
^^\v^  letter  of  instructions  handed  him  with  his  appointment, 
*  ^as  charged  with  very  important  duties. 
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Downing  Street,  10th  June,  184<$' 

Sir — I  am  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  acquaint  you  that  so  hood  m  c 
cumAtances  will  admit,  after  your  arrival  at  Assiniboine,  Her  Mijtt»t 
Government  will  expect  to  receive  from  you  a  full  and  complete  aco>^ 
of  the  conditiim  of  affiiirs  at  the  Red  River  settlement,  and  particular! j 
the  mixed  and  Indian  population  living  there  ;  charges  of  malailminifti 
ti<m  and  harsh  conduct  towards  the  natives  having  been  preferred  agai 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  »hc 
be  either  established  or  disproved.  Her  Majesty  s  Crovemment  ex| 
from  you,  as  an  officer  holding  the  Queen's  commission,  a  candid  and 
tailed  report  of  the  state  in  which  you  find  the  settlement  you  have  b 
selected  to  preside  over. 

1  would  particularly  direct  your  attention  to  the  al]egatii»ns  which  \ 
been  ntade  of  an  insufficient  and  partial  administration  of  justice  :  of 
embarrassments  occasioned  by  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  excq)t 
missory  notes  pmyablc  in  London  ;  the  insufficient  supply  of  goiidi 
ordinary-  consumption,  by  the  company  ;  and  the  hardshipn  said  to  fo 
from  an  interference,  which  is  reported  to  be  exercised  in  preventing! 
breed  inhabitants  from  dealing  in  furs  with  each  other,  on  the  gri 
that  the  privileges  of  the  native  Indians  of  the  country  do  not  exten 
them.  These  are  only  mentioned  as  instances,  and  j'our  own  jiidgu 
is  relied  nii  for  enquiry  into  other  points. 

I  have.  iS:c. , 

(Signed),     B.  H\w 

Major  Caldwt^ll.  however,  did  not  prove  to  Ije  a  suo 
either  as  a  tj^overnor,  coininander.  or  investigator,  a  i^oxi  « 
of  ilissatisfaetion  bein^r  expressed  by  the  people  with  his 
ministration  of  atiaii*s  :  and  tlie  pensioner  were  neither 
spected  nor  feared,  for  hardly  ha<l  the  6th  foot  tnrne^l  tl 
backs  on  the  settlement,  when  si^nis  of  disatiection  once  lu 
appeared.  Mr.  Isbister,  in  the  meantime,  continueil  at  worl 
Kn<jfhind,  a<;itatino;  the  cause  of  the  Red  River  people  apii 
that  of  the  company.  Vnit  with  inditierent  success,  and  toj"' 
from  the  following  extract  taken  from  a  despatch  sent 
Lord  Klirin,  (iovernor-lieneral  of  Canada,  to  Earl  (Jrev.  th« 
were  men  in  high  j)ositions  who  were  not  dis{x»sed  to  pl«' 
niuch  faith  in  the  righteousness  of  the  j^eople's  case. 


A   STRUGGLE   FOR   FREE   TRADE.  271 

"It  is  indeed,"  says  Lord  Elgin,  "  possible  that  the  pix)gress 
of  Indians  towards  civilization  may  not  correspond  with  the 
expectations  of  some  of  those  who  are  interested  in  their  wel- 
fare.   But  disappointments  of  this  nature  are  experienced,  I 
feai*,  in  other  quarters  as  well  as  in  the  territories  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  persons  to  whom  the  trading 
privileges  of  the  company  are  obnoxious,  may  be  tempted  to 
ascribe  to  their  rule  the  existence  of  evils  which  it  is  alto- 
gether beyond  their  power  to  remedy.     There  is  too  much  rea- 
son to  feai'  that  if  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  and  the  In- 
dians left  to  the  mercy  of  the  adventurers  who  might  chance 
to  engage  in  it,  their  condition  would  be  greatly  deteriorated." 
Wiile  these  discussions  were  going  on  abroad,  and  opinions 
being  expressed,  while  committees  were  investigating  the  mat- 
ter pro  and  con,  an  event  occurred  in  the  settlement  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  death-blow  to  the  exercise  of  their  exclusive 
privileges  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     In  the  spring  of 
1H49,  a  French  half-breed,  William  Sayers,  with  thi'ee  others 
nainwl  MeCiillis,  Laronde  and  GouU^,  were  accused  of  illicitly 
trafficking  in  furs,  and  held  to  bail  to  stand  their  trial,  the 
<inarge  against  them  being  that  they  had  accepted  furs  from 
Indians  in  exchange  for  goods,  which  was  contrary  to  the  rules 
*nd  regulations  of  the  company's  charter.     Although  the  au- 
thorities had  made  use  of  high-handed  pnxjeedings  to  enforce 
^hat  they  deemed  the  rights  of  the  company,  this  was  the 
*^f8t  instance  of  a  public  trial  for  the  offence,  and  Major  C'ald- 
^^U  and  Judge  Thom  in   bringing  it   to  this  pass,  made  a 
P^t  mistake.     It  was  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  the  na- 
•'^c  population  at  a  time  when  they  had  no  power  sufficient  to 
^force  respect  for  their  authority.     The  17th  of  May  wax  tlu* 
^y  appointed  for  the  trial,  and  before  it  took  plact',  it  was 
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decided  by  the  friends  of  the  prisoners,  and  indeed  by  the  en- 
tire eouiniunity  of  French  half-bree<ls,  to  make  a  demonstra- 
tion in  their  favor. 

According  1}%  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  May,  groups  of 
exciteil  people  were  seen   hastening  in  the  direction  of  the 
court  house,  and  l)oats  and  canoes  were  passing  and  repassing 
across  the  river,  filled  with  men  liound  for  Fort  Garrv.    The 
court-housC;  which  was  a  small  building  outside  the  fort,  was 
surrounded  by  a  restless  mob  of  people,  who  became  th*f  more 
threatening  as  a  rumor  spread  tliat  ilajor  Caldwell  intended 
to  have  his  pensionei*s  under  anns  to  resist  any  attack.    The 
military,  however,  did  not  make  their  appearance,  and  wht-n 
the  hour  of  trial  came,  the  Major,  Judge  Thom,  and  the  magis- 
trates, took  their  seats  on  the  l^ench  without  any  display  of 
ariiH'd  force  to   protect  them.      But   by  this  time  there  weiv 
aiunit  400  armed  men  collected  arouiul  the   court-house,  ainl 
when  the  ca.se  ol*   William  Savei>  was  called,  that  individual 
did  not  a])pear,  being  held  back  by  a  nund)er  of  bis  friends, 
until  at  last,  after  a  consultation  of  the  Ik^ucIi,  word  was  svnt 
out  to  the  half-breeds  that  they  might  appoint  a  leader  to  as- 
sist Savers  in  the  course  of  his  trial,  and  this  was  accej>ted.  a 
n)an  namtMl  Sinclair  being  cho.sen  for  the  purpo.se. 

The  trial,  however,  was  a  farce,  for  after  Sinclair  ha<l  chal- 
Inwi'd  nint*  out  of  the  twt'lve  iurvmen.  Savers  cooUv  adniitti^nl 
that  he  did  trade  fui*s  from  an  Indian,  and  was  thereu|  iHi  ad- 
iudiied  <niilt\'.  and  a  verdict  in  accordance  entered  airainst 
him.  But.  (ui  the  prisoner  stating  that  an  officer  of  the  com- 
pany namrd  Harriott  had  iiiv«*n  him  permission  to  trade,  he 
was  rel'-asrd.  an<l  the  ease  against  McGillis,  I^iron<le  and 
( loulle  was  <h-oj»p«Ml. 

Thi^  action  <>n   tin*  pait  of  the  court  was  taken  to  mean  a 
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victory  for  the  half-breeds,  which  it  really  was,  and  immedi- 
ately the  cry  went  up  from  the  mob,  "  Le  commerce  est  libre  ! 
Le  commerce  est  libre  !  Vive  la  liberty ! "  and,  shouting  these 
Words,  midst  yelling,  whooping  and  firing  of  guns,  the  crowd 
Went  surging  on  to  the  river  bank,  where  they  were  boated 
•cpofiB,  and  on  arriving  at  the  opposite  side  they  gave  three 
^eere  and  fired  three  volleys  in  honor  of  "  la  liberty." 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE   CHVBCH    IX    THE    NORTH-WEST. 

Ix  a  previous  chapter  we  referred  to  tJie  laburs  aiidtriaLt 
of  the  early  niisaionarIe»,  and  now  vre  will  give  aii  account  of 
the  work  and  spread  of  the  cliurch  in  the  North- West    To  do 
so,  we  will  be  rihli;:ed  to  retrace  our  steps  to  the  time  wlieu    I 
the  first  luissinnary  apjieaved  in  Bed  River.      We  have  already    I 
shown  liuw  Rev.  PSre    Mesaaj^er  accompanied  Verandr}"e  on 
his  tirst  expedition  to  the  Xorth-West,  and  how  PJi-e  Aniea'^ 
was  iiiassacretl   by  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Lac  de  la  Ci-oix,  hut 
tile  first  serious  atteiiijtt  of  missionaries  to  settle  in  the  couiitrj 
wa*  in  ISIS,  when  Rev.  Jose|ih  Norl>ert  Provenclier,  and  the 
Rev.  Sev^i-e  Duiiioulin,  arrived  at  Red  River.     Soon  after  this* 
a  ehureh  and  inission-hoiise  were  erected  at  St.  Boniface.  f>»' 
the  eastern  hank  of  the  Red  River,  opposite  the  mouth  ofth^ 
AwsinilKHne,  and  here   the   French -Canadians  flocked  to  tH*' 
services.     In  1H20  another  priest,  named  Th.  Destrasiiiaiso'**^' 
arrived  in  the  country,  followed  by  another  in   1822,  nainff* 
Jean  Harper,  and  in  the  latter  year.  Rev.  J.  N.  Pi-ovencher  wi*-*" 
consecrated  Bishop  of  JnUopolis,  a  name  derived  from  a  to«'  * 
in  Galatia,  under  the  metropolitan  see  of  Ancyra. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Scotch  settlers  ha<i  been  promiswl    ^ 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and    indeed   LonI  Seikir*" 
had  selectee!  a  couple  of  lots  on  wliich  a  church  anti  school- 
house  were  to  1)0  built  for  them.     But  a  jjentleman,  naint-*"  ' 
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Mr.  Sat^e,  son  of  Rev.  Alexander  Sa^e,  of  Kildonan,  Scotland 
who  was  appointed  to  the  ministry  at  Red  River,  for  some 
rtasoii,  never  made  his  appearance,  and  a  Mr.  James  Suther- 
land was  selected  by  the  settlers  to  marry  and  baptize,  and  to 
expound  the  Scriptures,  although  he  was  not  an  ordained  min- 
ister. Repeated  applications  were  made  by  the  colonists  for 
the  services  of  a  regular  minister  of  their  own  denomination 
without  success,  and  a  petition  was  even  sent  to  Rev.  John 
McDonahl,  of  the  parish  of  Urquhart,  Ross-shire,  stating  their 
condition.  an<l  praying  him  to  do  something  in  their  behalf, 
hut  Mr.  McDonald  never  replied  to  this  petition,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed, thei'efore,  that  it  did  not  reach  him,  so  Mr.  Suthei-land 
continue<l  in  his  ministrations. 

<)n  the  14th  October,  1820,  Rev.  John  West  airived  in  the 
8«?ttlement,  who,  in  his  journal  afterwards  published,  says  that, 
lu  his  appointment  as  chaplain  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
^^  wa8  instructed  to  reside  at  the  Red  River  settlement,  and 
^nder  the  encouragement  and  aid  of  the  Church  Missionary 
^ittv.  to  seek  the  instruction,  and  endeavor  to  melioi'ate  the 
conditiini  of  the  native  Indians.  He  sailed  from  (iravesend  on 
^^^*w^l  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ship  Edd^jsUme,  on  the 
*^th  May,  1820,  so  that  it  took  him  about  tive  months  to  reach 
^  destination  at  Red  River.  Immediatelv  after  his  arrival 
^  began  the  work  of  his  ministry,  and,  speaking  of  the 
^horches  in  the  settlement  at  that  time,  he  says :  "  There  was 
^  untinishe^l  building  as  a  Catholic  church,  and  a  small  house 
*'\Joining,  the  residence  of  the  priest :  but  no  Protestant  manse, 
^»^nrc!i,  or  school-house,  which  obliged  me  to  take  up  my 
*bode  at  the  Colony  Foi-t  (Foi-t  Douglas),  where  the 'charge 
^^flaires'  of  the  settlement  resided,  and  who  kindly  afforded 
^c  <uxx)iamodation  of  a  room  for  divine  worship  on  the  Sab- 
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bath.  My  ministry  was  generally  well  attended  by  the  set- 
tlers, and  soon  after  my  arrival  I  got  a  log  house  repaired, 
about  three  miles  below  the  fort,  among  the  Scotch  popula- 
tion, where  the  schoolmaster  (a  Mr.  Harbidge)  took  up  his 
abode,  and  began  teaching  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  child- 
ren. 

In  December,  Mr.  West  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  be- 
longing to  the  estate  of  Lortl  Selkirk,  which  was  about  six 
miles  distant  from  the  school-house,  and,  to  use  his  own  words, 
continued  to  have  divine  service  regularly  on  the  Sabbatk  In 
this  way,  through  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the 
Catholic  priests,  and  Mr.  West,  the  moral  and  social  obligation 
of  marriage  came  to  }ye  enforced  upon  those  who  wei^  lining 
with,  and  had  families  bv,  the  Indian  or  half-caste  women,  and. 
as  Ml*.  West  siiys,  he  had  the  happiness  to  perform  the  ceiv- 
mony  for  several  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  settlei-s.  uinlfr 
the  conviction  "  that  the  institution  of  marriage,  and  the 
security  of  propei*ty,  were  the  fundamental  laws  of  society. 

Mr.  West's  instructions  wt-re  to  afford,  in  addition  to  his 
work  among  the  Indians,  religious  instruction  and  consolation 
to  the  servants  in  the  active  employment  of  the  Hudson  s  foy 
Company,  as  well  as  to  the  company's  retire<l  servants  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  upon  such  occasions  as  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  other  circumstances  would  peniut. 
Accor«Iin<rlv,  earlv  in  the  winter  of  1821,  he  visited  Bnuulon 
House  and  (^u  Aj)pelle,  on  the  As.sini]x)ine,  on  a  mi.s.sionaiy 
tour.  an<l  in  the  following  summer  paid  a  visit  to  Nonvav 
House  and  York  Factory.     While  at  the  latter  place,  he  or^ran- 

• 

ize<l  an  auxiliary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in 
the  t'oriii  of  a  Bible  Society  for  Prince  Rupert's  I^\nd  and  the 
]{i^i\  River  Settlement,   the   company's  officei's  subscril>in^"^^ 
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eeover  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  sterling  for  the 
iTjxwe,  and  as  a  result  of  this  etfoii;  the  scriptures,  published 
English,  Gaelic,  German,  Danish,  Italian,  and  French,  were 
ter^'ards  circulated  in  different  parts  of  the  countiy.  In 
ine  following,  a  liberal  donation  was  received  from  England, 
support  of  the  missionary  work  in  the  North-West,  and 
out  the  same  time,  Mr.  West  opened,  with  divine  service,  a 
lilding  which  was  intended  as  a  school  house  and  temporary 
ace  of  worship  in  the  settlement,  on  which  occasion  he  bap- 
sed  two  of  the  boys  under  his  charge,  one  of  whom  after- 
irds  became  a  clergyman  in  the  countrj'  (Rev.  H.  Budd). 
K)n  after  this,  in  September,  1822,  while  on  a  visit  to  York 
ictor}',  he  presided  at  the  fii'st  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Qxiliarj'  Bible  Society,  at  which,  it  may  be  mentioned,  Capt. 
ranklin  (afterwai-ds  Sir  John  Franklin)  was  present,  l)eing 
the  time  on  the  return  fi*om  his  northern  trip  to  the  mouth 
the  Coppennine.  The  donations,  in  aid  of  the  society, 
oounte^l  then  to  £260  Os.  6d.,  of  which  sixty  pounds  was 
ihecribed  at  the  annivei-sary  meeting. 

Thus  the  Christian  religion  was  being  spread,  and  Mr.  West, 
'  his  zealous  efforts  in  the  settlement  and  during  his  travels 
i't)ugh  the  country,  did  much  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
f^'itestant  Church  in  the  North-West.  Writing  in  June,  1823, 
-says,  **  Our  Sunday  School  is  generally  attended  by  nearly 
^y  scholars,  incluiling  adults,  independent  of  the  Indian 
'iMren ;  and  the  congregation  consists,  upon  an  average,  of 
^  one  hundred  to  one  hundi-ed  and  thirty  persons.  It  is 
"Dost  gratifying  sight  to  see  the  colonists,  in  groups,  direct 
'^ir  steps  on  the  Sabbath  moniing  towards  the  Mission-house, 
'the ringing  of  the  bell,  which  is  now  elevated  in  a  spin^ 
*t  is  attached  to  the  building." 


278  HISTORY  OF  THE  KOBTH-WEST. 

On  the  10th  June,  1823,  Mr.  West  preached  1 
sermon  in  the  church  just  deaciibed,  and  in  a  fi 
for  York  Factory,  from  which  place  he  paid  a 
Esquimaux,  and  then  returned  to  England. 

While  the  Church  of  England  was  thus  progr 
work,  the  Catholic  priests  were  quietly  establishing 
on  the  banks  of  the  Red  River,  among  the  peoi 
faith,  and  preparing  the  way  for  the  planting  o 
missions  which,  in  after  years,  spread  themselve 
every  comer  of  the  vast  North-West^  In  addit 
church  at  the  confluence  of  the  Red  and  Assinil 
they  had  erected  one  at  Pembina,  where  a  number 
an  families  were  settled,  and  in  this  way  provic 
flock,  preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  more  priests 
the  work. 

The  Scotch  settlers,  however,  remained  in  a  sta 
isfactiou  because  no  Presbvterian  minister  was 
them,  and  some  very  unjust  statements  have  bee 
relation  to  this  oversight  to  provide  for  their  spir 
The  question  is,  who  was  resjwnsible  for  the  ne^ 
West  has  been  assailed,  the  Church  of  Englaii 
accuse<l  of  conniving  at  it,  and  the  Church  Missioi 
reproached  for  sending  out  an  Episcopalian,  whe 
terian  clergyman  was  needed.  There  is  no  doi 
minister  of  the  church  of  I-krotland  having  been 
the  Scotch  settlers,  and  the  onlv  wav  to  accou 
Selkirk's  oniiasion  is,  that  about  that  time  he 
midst  of  serious  trouble  and  complications,  arisi: 
contest  with  the  North-West  Coni|)any,  and  that 
atfaii's  caused  liini  to  forget,  for  the  time  being,  i 
lie  had  made  to  his  people. 
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Ml.  Wfst,  it  must  be  reiiieiiibered,  wa.s  appointed  chaplain 
trjtlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  with  his  field  of  duties  extend- 
ing' to  various  posts  and  not  confined  to  the  settlement,  and 
Do  «loubt  the  directors  of  the  company,  as  well  as  the  Elarl  of 
Selkirk,  had  something  to  say  about  his  appointment.  Th^ 
colony  was  his  lordship's  particular  charge,  and  the  neglect  of 
sending  a  Scotch  minister  must  be  laid  at  his  door,  or  at  that 
of  his  agent,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for  in  the  way  we 
have  already  mentioned.  Was  Mr.  West  or  his  successors  to 
remain  idle  among  the  Scotch  settlers,  or  was  it  their  duty  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  all  whom  they  could  induce  to  listen  ? 
As  missionaries,  their  path  was  a  very  plain  one,  to  do  their 
beet,  under  the  circumstances,  and  this,  from  all  we  can 
fetrn,  thev  did,  but  at  the  same  time,  it  was  only  natui-al  for 
Ae  »Scotch  to  wish  for  a  minister  of  their  own  denomination, 
wd  the  wonder  is  that  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Scotland,  left 
Aem  so  long  without  what  they  desired.     This,  we  do  not  say 

• 

^^  a  spirit  of  reproach,  because  there  may  have  been  circum- 
stances perfectly  justifiable  to  cause  this  seeming  lack  of  in- 
^T^t  in  the  settlers.  In  184G,  when  a  petition  was  sent  home 
to  the  Free  church  of  Scotland,  to  have  a  minister  sent  out,  it 
'Gained  for  three  vears  unanswered,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
^nie  the  reply  was,  that  communications  had  been  opened 
^th  two  or  thrce  on  the  subject,  but  none  of  them  felt  it 
weir  duty  to  accept.  Surely,  then,  if  this  apparent  luke- 
^annness  was  displayed  by  the  Presbyterian  Church,  it  was 
^^\y  fair  to  lay  the  blame  at  the  door  of  the  Church  of 
^land.  However,  we  are  anticipating,  and  must  return  ui 
^  consideration  of  our  subject  in  its  proj>er  onler. 

In  1823,  shortly  after  Mr.  West's  departure.  Rev.  1).  T.  Jones 
**^ved  in  the  settlement  to  take  his  place,  and,  like  his  prede- 
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cesser,  founil  a  good  deal  of  opposition  to  his  success  amongst 
a  certain  class  of  the  people.  Some  remarks  of  his  regarding 
the  different  classes  of  settlers,  published  in  the  Mi^moiu^ry 

m 

RegxHtsr,  and  which  would  have  been  better  left  unwritten, 
were  quoted  against  him,  and  made  his  path  all  the  more  dilB- 
cult.  But  Mr.  Jones  was  a  good  and  earnest  man,  as  well  as  an 
eloquent  preacher,  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  found  his  way 
into  the  hearts  of  all  classes  of  the  community,  even  his  gi-eatest 
opponents  admitting  that  he  possessed  amiable  qualities  and 
was  tender-heai-ted,  kind,  and  liberal  to  a  fault.  Finding  so 
much  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Scotch  to  certain  parts  of 
the  Liturgy  and  fonnula  of  the  Episcopalian  church,  he  laid 
them  aside  for  the  time  being,  and  also  held  prayer  meetings 
in  a  manner  somewhat  after  their  own  heart.  This  he  did  to 
win  them,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  do  gooil  to  their  souls,  and 
certainly,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  way  he  managed  \a>  gain 
the  love  and  respect  of  the  whole  people,  his  efforts  were  .suc- 
cessful. 

In   1824,  he  connnenced  the  erection  of  a  second  chui-ch, 
ulnrnt  six  miles  farther  down  the  Red  River  than   the  up{)er 
one,  and  being  joined  by  Rev.  William  Cochran,  in  1825,  the 
two  clergymen  conducted  their  work  conjointly  for  one  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Jones  paid  a  visit  to  Kngland. 
In  1827,  a  settlement  having  sprung  up  at  a  spot  called  Grand 
Rapids,  aljtmt  twenty-live  miles  h\n\\  the  mouth  of  the  Re<l 
River,  and  fifteen  fn)Hi  Tpper  Fort  (Jarry,  Mr.  Cochi-an  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a  third  church,  where  he  otficiate*!  for 
seven  years.    In  1881,  the  original  building  was  replace*!  by  a 
larger  structure,  and  that  in  turn  was  torn  down  to  give  way, 
in  1841),  to  f)iie  of  greater  proix)rtions,  and  more  sul^stantial 
construction,  which  to  this  day  remains,  and  is  known  as  vSt. 
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Aiidnw  s  Church.  In  188(),  Rev.  Mr.  Cochran,  who  was  inde- 
fatigable in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  cause  of  reli^on,  erected 
a  small  wooden  church  about  twelve  miles  down  the  river  from 
his  parsonage,  at  St.  Andrew  s,  which  was  afterwards  known 
as  the  Parish  of  St.  Peter,  where  he  gathered  around  him  a 
coDj(re^tion  composed  chieHy  of  Indians. 

By  this  time  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  in  the  settle- 
ment was  augmented  by  the  addition  of  five  to  their  number, 
making  altogether,  exclusive  of  the  Bishop,  eight  priests  labor- 
ing in  the  settlement,  and  thus  the  Catholics  and  Episcopalians 
throve  in  their  work,  while  the  Scotch  wei'e  still  without  a 
minister  of  their  own  denomination. 

The  first  Roman  Catholic  mission  established  in  connection 
with  the  church  at  Red  River,  was  at  a  place  about  thirty 
miles  up   the  Assiniboine,   named   Saint  Paul's,    the  Rev.  G. 
A.  Belcourt  being  placed  in  charge  of  it.     Here  the  worthy 
priest  succeeded  in  gathering  around  him  a  few  Indians  and 
half-breeds,  by  whose  aid  he  managed  to  erect  several  houses 
and  a  church,  where  he  labored  for  a  number  of  yeai*s.     The 
next  mission  was  foundeil  by  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Darveau  at  a 
point  on  the  Winnipeg  River  called  *'  Wabassimong,"  about 
200  miles  south-east  of  Red  River,  where  another  church  was 
wiilt,  and  a  settlement  fonned  around  it.     This  was  follow^ ed 
about  a  couple  of  years  afterwards  by  a  third  mission  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Manitoba,  w^hich  for  a  time   flourished,  and  a 
^nrch,  parsonage  and  school  ^>eing  built,  it  was  hoped  that  it 
^ould  continue  to  prosper.     But  the  Catholic  priests  experi- 
enced many  diflSculties,  and,  being  poor,  had  not  the  same  op- 
portunity to  extend  their  laboi-s  as  rapidly  as  the  Protestant 
nnsdonaries.     What   they   lacked   in    means,   however,   they 
"^e  up  by  zealous  perseverance,  and  gi-adually  they  made 
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their  way  midst  drawbacks  and  disappointmeuts.  In  1844, 
twelve  priests  had  joined  the  diocese  of  Juliopolis,  and  in  tliat 
year,  some  sisters  of  charity  belonging  to  the  order  of  the 
Grey  Nuns,  or  *'  Filles  de  Madame  de  Youville,"  came  to  the 
settlement,  and  founded  the  lii-st  convent  in  the  Nortli-West. 
In  that  year  also,  Rev.  Mr.  Darveau  met  his  death  bv  drown- 
ing,  while  on  his  way  to  "  Wabassimong,"  and  not  long  after- 
wards the  mission  at  that  place  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Early  in  1845,  at  the  request  of  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolw. 
Rev.  P&re  Aubert,  an  Oblat  Father,  was  sent  to  assist  him. 
and  accompanying  him  was  Frere  Tach^,  a  novice  of  the  ihr- 
der,  who,  upon  his  arrival,  was  admitted  into  the  ranks  of 
priesthoo<l  by  ordination  of  Bishop  Provencher.  Rev.  Pere 
Aubert  was  then  made  Vicar-CJeneral  of  the  diwese.  and. 
through  his  agency,  the  young  priest  Taeh^  was  receiveil  iiit<» 
the  Order  of  Oblats. 

Thus  mattei*s  stoo<i  with  the  Roman  Catholics  in  1845.  and 
now  we  will  once  more  turn  our  attention  to  the  Cliurch  of 
England.  In  1S8S,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  took  his  tinal  dei>artuiv 
from  the  settleuRMit  for  England,  and  the  entire  cliarg<^  uf  the 
l>arish  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  CcMihnin,  thus  iiuiH>sinf 
upon  him  more  woi*k  than  he  could  well  attend  to.  fo<^" 
Sunday  he  regularly  attended  service  at  the  upper,  middle 
and  lower  churches,  at  the  hour  arranged  for  his  conveiiioiict*. 
thus  necessitatin;;  a  iournev  of  between  thirtv  and  forty 
miles,  in  addition  to  his  remilar  clerical  lalx)rs.  Mr.  Cochran 
was  an  indefatigable  and  «'arnest  worker,  and  no  dtnibt  I>^'''" 
formed  his  extra  duties  cheerfully,  but  he  must  have  oxiH^n- 
eneed  a  feeling  of  relief  when  he  welcomed  the  arrival  <*i 
Kev.  J(din  Sniethui-st  in  1880.  who  immediately  t<M>k  chai*^* 
of  the  church  at  St.  liter's.     In   1S41,  Rev.  Abraham  (^^^vkv 
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le  to  the  settlement  and  took  over  the  middle  ehnrch,  and 
[844  Rev.  John  McCallum  arrived,  and  became  ineuml>ent 
he  upper  one,  thus  allowing  Mr.  Cochran  to  give  his  whole 
mtion  to  St.  Andrew  8.  In  1846,  he  began  making  pre- 
ations  for  the  erection  of  the  second  church  in  his  parish, 
i  while  the  work  was  in  progress,  he  handed  over  the  pas- 
ite  to  Rev.  Robert  James,  and  paid  a  visit  to  England,  be- 
absent  for  about  a  year.  Soon  after  his  return,  the  death 
Hr.  McCallum  left  him  the  extra  duty  of  attending  to  the 
ats  of  the  upper  church,  in  addition  to  his  own,  and  thus 
»iiie  about  that  for  eight  years,  from  1839  to  1847,  Mr. 
hran  performed  work  which  would  ha^  e  tried  the  strength 
the  strongest  man.  Indeed,  he  is  regarded  to  this  day  as 
ing  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  zealous  missionaries 
he  country,  and  not  only  did  he  labor  for  the  salvation  of 
flock,  but  he  assisteil  them  with  money,  and  in  other  ways, 
m  clothing  and  feeding  them  when  in  want. 
Tie  Church  of  England  now  began  to  extend  their  missions 
ond  the  Red  River,  for  we  hear  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cowley  estab- 
ing  one  at  Lake  Manitoba,  and  about  the  same  time,  the 
sleyans  established  themselves  at  Lac  la  Pluie.  In  1839» 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  invited  and  encouraged  the  Wes- 
an  Societv  to  extend  their  missions  to  the  North-West 
Titories,  and  shortly  afterwards,  six  stations  were  establish - 
namely,  at  Moose,  Michipicoten,  Lac  la  Pluie,  Fort  Alex- 
Ifir,  E/lmonton  and  Norway  HoUvse. 

lie  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  a  council  held  at 
rway  House,  on  Jime  24th,  1840,  will  show  the  position 
d  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  regard  to  the  Wesley- 
elforts: — 
R«o/r«d, — That  three  missions  be  established  in  the  Nortli- 
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oni  <lL*|)artiiient  this  season,  say  one  at  Norway  Housi*,  under 

the  ehar;^e  of  Rev.  Mr.  Evans  :  one  at  Lac  la  Pluie,  under  the  • 

charge  ui  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mason :  and  one  at  Edmonton,  under 

the  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Riindle :  that  every  facility  be  aflbnled 

them  for  successfully  conducting  their  spiritual  labors:  and 

that  a  copy  of  the  J)th  })aragraph  of  the.Govenior  and  eouimil 

tee's  despatch  of  March  4th.  1S40,  on  this  subject,  be  foi^warde*! 

to  each  of  the  <^entlenien  in  charge  of  the  above  districts*,  for 

inir|K)se  of  giving  full  eti'ect  to  their  Honors'  instructions." 

In  a  letter  date<l  August,  1841,  Rev.  James  Evans,  fjeneral 

Suj>erintendent  o\'  the  Wesleyan  Missions  in  the  Hudson's  B«y 

tei'ritories,  writes  as  follows  : — *'  Since  niv  amval  in  the  coun- 

trv,  I  have  visited  York   Facton'.  of  which  I  made  the  com- 

niitt<'e   aware   last   autumn.      On   mv   return.    I    reniaine<l  at 

Norwav    House    until    Decemher,   an<l    left    it    earlv  in  that 
«  • 

iiKnitli.  to  visit  the  ixists  within  mv  reach.  Durinir  the  win- 
ter,  1  xi^itod  Moose  Lake,  the  Pas.  Cumberland  House,  Sli'ial 
River,  Kort  Pell  v.  Beaver  ( 'rt»ek.  Red  River,  on  mv  wav  t<> 
h\nt  Alexander  and  Hehrings  River:  and  returned  to  Norway 
HoUM*  at  the  latter  end  of  March.  I  was  receive*!  at  even' 
post  'jf  tile  Ihjnorahh*  (V)m])any  with  the  great^^st  kin^lm'^** 
and     experienced     eveiy    attention     froni    the    gentlemen  in 

<-h;n-;^i- 1    intend,   by   the    Divine  blessing,   to  visit  tht* 

U)ll(»wiH;:;  pl.-ices  dui'ing  a  journey  which  it  is  my  puip)^' ^'-^ 
conmieiiee.  nanielv.  (.'undM'rland.  Carlton.  F'ort  Pitt,  and  K<'' 
iii«»iitMii.  where  I  liojM'  to  iiM'et  iiiv  gtMjd  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr 
Rundle.  Wxrv  ^yn'iuWiv^  a  few  weeks  in  that  vicinity.  1  ■'^^''*'' 
pii.cted  ]»y  winter  conxeyance  (snow  .shoes  and  <log  carria«:«*"^^- 
to  Fort^  .laspar,  AssinilM»ine,  Le.sser  Slave  Lake.  Dnnve^'>^"' 
Vi-nnilioii.  ('liipewyan.  Fon<]  <lu  I^ic,  I^i  Crosse.  <Jreen  I-***'^*- 
and  i)ack    i»\'  Carlton:  tli(»nce  to  Norwav  House  bv  the  >*'"' 
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kfttohewaii  or  Athabasca  boats,  reiichiiif;  Norway  Hoiiae  in 
June  or  July,  1H42.  The  journey  is  undertakoii  with  tlie 
tiecidtnt  approbation  of  tlie  Govemor-iii -chief.  Sir  (ieorge 
Siiiiptwn,  who  kimlly  assured  me  that  he  would,  hiiiiH^-lf,  in 
pMssint;  t}ie  SaRkafcchewaii,  see  that  every  prepamtion  should 
Ije  iiiatle  for  ine  to  proceed  tlience." 

The  niinistei's  ennafied  in  the  Wesleyan  iniHsioiin  at  that 
time  were  Rev.  Jlessrs.  Evans,  Bandey,  Mason,  Rundle,  Jacolis, 
ami  they  receive*!  every  encourj^enieiit  and  aAsiNtaitce  in  their 
work,  hut  theirefl'orts  weiv  not  ci-owned  with  the  sueoesH 
they  ilfHired,  attlion^h  the  We.sleyaiia  have  cuntinueil  e\'er 
aitice  to  work  in  the  country. 

Tunting  once  more  to  tlie  Roman  Catholics,  we  Hn<l  that  in 
1 842  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tliilx-ault  tmvelled  west  ar  I  a  I  is  the 
tirst  priest  to  visit  the  -J^askatchowan  \'alle\  I  L  ^.hsli 
River  Diatrict.     In  the  fonner.  he  founded  tl         r.  f  Ste. 

Anne,  in  1843,  and  in  the  latter,  the  stnto  s  call  I  Notre 
]>anie  <ies  Victoires,  and  Isle  la  Ci-o-sse,  at  R  i  Dei  Lake, 
ah<l  about  this  time  the  Catholic  nusyioiiaries  must  have  been 
verj'  active,  for  we  liiid  in  the  i-eport  iif  the  Wesleyan  nii«- 
(tionH  of  1843,  that  Mr.  Rumlle's  jKiNititin  at  Edmonton  was 
pMi-tieularly  trying,  the  [K'ople  around  him  bt'in}j  chieHy  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  the  priest  from  Rtil  River  havinji  that 
Kunmier  visitetl  extensively  both  the  company's  itost^  and  the 
Imliuns. 

The  Catholic  missionaries  built  conifortflble  ndssiiiii  .staitiona 
in  different  parte  of  the  countrj-,  which  were  erected  after  the 
expenditure  of  much  trouble  ami  hani  labor:  and  n<it  only 
thin,  biit  the  enthuKiantic  buildei-s  of  these  housi-s  were  ever 
i»ii  thi-  move,  and  luay  l>e  descrit)e(t  as  Ix-lon^n^  to  a  clans  of 
men  who,  at  the  first  intimation  or  hope  of  pennaneiit  work, 
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were  rpiito  willii)<j^  to  take  iij)  their  abode  in  the  wigwams  of 
the  .sa\  aires,  until  such  time  as  thev  eouhl  establish  themselves 
in  more  comfortable  quailei-s.  In  this  way,  the  Catholic  mis- 
sions spivad  rapidly,  their  work  becoming  more  important 
each  year,  until  their  labors  extende<l  to  every  |)art  of  th*? 
country. 

Fix>m  1844  to  1850,  Bishop  Provencher  alone  conducted  the 
business  of  his  dicx^ese,  but  in  the  latter  year  a  coadjutor  ami 
successor  was  ap]>ointed,  in  the  person  of  Pei-e  Tachd,  who,  as 
a  youny  novice  of  the  Oixler  of  Oblats,  arrived  in  the  couutn* 
in  1845.  In  less  than  five  vears  he  rose  from  that  horoble 
l>osition  to  become  the  Bishop  of  Ai-ath,  the  title  which  he 
assiuned  as  coadjutor  to  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis,  and  when. 
in  1S5'S.  MonstM^riK'ur  Provfuehcr  <lied.  ],{.'  became  the  Bishop 
of  St.  Bonifaco. 

Tht'  Scotch  M'ttlers.  durin^^  all  this  time,  had  continu*'*!  th^' 
airitation  for  a  minister  of  their  own  creed,  but  s<^)  far  wilh- 
out  siiece.ss.  It  seems  .somewhat  sinmilar  that  the  Hu«ls<»nf* 
Bav  Comimnv  .sIkjuM  have  shown  so  much  svmnatliv,  JUi«l 
extended  s«)  much  a.ssi.stance  to  the  other  denomination.**,  whih' 
the  petitions  of  the  Scotch  foi'  a  minister  were  ivceive<l  >vith 
a  d«*af  t'ar.  There  is  tliis,  however,  t^)  l>e  siiid  alxnit  it—the 
Chureh  oi'  Kni^land  and  the  We.sleyans  appeai^e^l  to  take  au 
inter«'st  in  the  .*^ul)ieet  of  tlie  Nt^rtli-West  missions,  while  tho 
Clunvli  of  Seotland,  so  far  as  can  Ik*  learned,  t4K>k  no  active 
steps  in  the  matter.  The  a;;itators  on  ]>ehalf  of  the  »Se<)tch 
took  the  p'ound  that  a  promise  had  Ix^en  made  V»y  I»nl  ►'^l' 
kirk  t')  sen<l  a  Scotcli  mini.ster  to  Ke<l  River,  piHxlucin<j  at  the 
same  time  proof  that  such  was  the  case,  and  hehl  that  the 
Hudson  s  Bav  ('om])auv,  in  takin*:  over  the  settlement,  ha'l  ^ 
ri^ht  to  carry  out   the  ol)li;^ations  of  their  pivdtH^essor.    Tli*^ 
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on  the  other  hand,  looking  at  it  purely  in  the  light 

I  made  on  them,  treated  it  from  a  business  point  of 
hout  sentiment,  and  declared  that  when  the  transfer 

to  them  the  providing  of  a  Scotch  minister  for  Red 
i  not  even  mentioned,  and  on  that  ground  they  re- 
claim. Had  the  matter  been  presented  to  them  in  a 
Form,  it  is  quite  possible  the  Scotch  would  have  had 
ister  at  a  much  earlier  perioil  than  they  did.  Now, 
3  clear  to  ever}'  unbiaseil  mind,  looking  at  the  subject 
be  day,  that  each  side  had  a  good  case  in  the  view 

it.  The  Scotch,  relying  on  the  promise  made  to 
>ected  its  fulfilment,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  have  no  share  in  that  promise,  repudiated  all  re- 
ty  in  regard  to  it,  while  the  Presbyterians  in  Scot- 

II  whom  the  minister  was  to  be  obtained,  stood  aloof 
e  time  the  discussion  was  going  on.  This,  it  appears 
I  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  case. 

ir,  however,  to  place  tlie  subject  clearly  l:>efore  our 
i'e  will  quote  fix)m  tlie  correspondence  that  took  place 
the  various  pai-ties  in  rehition  to  it.  In  a  petition, 
.  by  the  Scotch  settlers  to  the  Governor  and  com  mi  t- 
?  company,  in  1844,  the  following  clause  appears  : 

your  petitionei-s,  before  leaving  Scotland,  had  a 
romise  from  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk,  that  a  clergyman 
own  church  would  either  iiccompany  them  to  this 
or  join  them  the  following  year  in  it.  That  when 
»hip  visited  the  colony,  in  the  year  1817.  this  promise 

renewed:  but  the  troubles,  or  rather  the  lawsuits,  in 
s  Lordship  was  engaged  in  Canada,  detained  him  long 
id  the  state  of  his  health  aftia*  going  home,  rendering 
iry  for  him  to  travel  on   the  Continent  of  Europe, 
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when  he  unfortunately  dieil,  put  an  end  to  the  hope  which 
diey,  up  to  that  period,  had  cherishecJ,  and  which  has  not  since 
been  realizeil." 

The  letter  then  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  compAny 
were  assisting  other  missionaries  in  the  country,  while  the 
Scotch  were  being  alloweil  to  gi-ope  in  the  dark,  and  it  con- 
cluded as  follows : 

*'  Therefore,  your  {>etitioner8  would  most  humbly  aiid  re- 
spectfully implore  your  honoi^able  board  to  send  to  this  colony 
a  Presbyterian  clergj'man,  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  for  their 
e<lification  and  instruction :  and,  as  their  means  will  fomiijh 
him  with  but  a  small  stipend,  you  would  be  pleasal,  according 
to  your  usual  liberality,  to  contribute  something  towards  his 
su|)|)ort,  in  like  manner  as  you  have  done  to  all  the  mission- 
aries sent  to  vour  territories." 

The  (Governor  and  committee  ivplied  to  this  letter  on  the 
:Ust  Man-h,  1845,  and  tlie  following  is  an  extnict  fnjin  thf ir 
letter : 

**  The.rea.sons  urged  in  siipix)rt  of  the  |)etition  are  the  ;jnint- 
ing  of  similar  indulgences  to  missionaries  of  other  denoiniiw- 
tions,  and  a  promise  made  by  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk  to  the 
original  settlei"s  of  Re<l  River:  with  respect  to  which  the 
(governor  and  committei*  have  to  olwerve,  in  the  tirst  pla<^- 
that  the  indulgences  gi*aiited  to  missionaries  am  form  no  pre- 
cedent for  maintaining  the  minister  of  a  Pivsbyterian  coui,Te- 
ifjition  at  Red  River  Settlement,  as  these  induWiiceti  ^^ 
allow«»d  in  consideration  of  the  services  rendered!  bv  tht- i»J^' 
sionaries  in  instnieting  and  converting  the  alx)riginal  inhrthi- 
tants.  who   are   unable  to  ])ri)vitle  religi<ms  instnictif»n  i"^ 

• 

themselvi's:  and  secondly,  that  they  know  of  no  such  in»"'i"* 
as  that  stated  to  have  l»een  given  by  the  iate  Earl  of  »Selkir^- 
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'  During  the  time  that  the  settlement  was  under  the  direc- 
n  of  the  late  Elarl  of  Selkirk,  no  steps  appear  to  have  been 
cen  with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  a  Presbyterian 
rgj^man."  (Note — This  was  incorrect,  as  Mr.  Sa^e  was  ap- 
inted  by  his  Lordship,  but  never  visited  Red  River.)  "  Nor 
len  it  was  transferred  by  his  Lordship  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
wpany,  was  any  stipulation  to  that  effect  made  with  them, 
vertheless,  if  you  and  those  you  represent  are  prevented 
conscientious  scruples  from  availing  yourselves  of  the  re- 
ious  services  of  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  the 
venior  and  committee  will  order  a  passage  to  be  provided 
one  of  their  ships  for  any  minister  to  be  supported  by 
iirselves  whom  you  may  think  fit  to  engage." 
rhe  representatives  of  the  Scotch  then  procured  affidavits 
>ni  several  of  the  settlers  in  confirmation  of  Lord  Selkirk's 
>mi8e,  and  forwarded  them  with  another  petition  to  London, 
tl  on  the  0th  June,  184G,  the  Governor  and  committee  sent 
t  following  reply : 

'Gentlemen — I  am  directed  by  the  Governor,  Deputy-Gov- 
lor,  and  Committe  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  ac- 
owledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  July  last,  with 
Jouipanying  documents,  and  to  actjuaint  you  that  they  can 
ither  recognize  the  claim  therein  advanced,  nor  do  anything 
>re  towards  the  object  you  have  in  view  than  they  have 
^ly  stated  their  willingness  to  do. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

"(Signed),     A.  Barclay, 

"Secretary." 

This  reply  being  decisive,  the  settlei-s  turned  to  the  Free 
'^J^li  of  Scotland  and  laid  their  position  before  that  body, 
^  for  three  years  received  no  reply.     In  1849,  however.  Rev. 
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John  Boiiar,  the  convener  of  the  colonial  coinmittee  of  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland,  wrote  that  he  had  not  succeeds!  b. 
finding  a  suitable  minister,  several  to  whom  he  had  applied 
having  declined  to  go,  but  the  hope  was  expressed  that  on** 
would  be  found. 

The  Scotch  settlers,  or  their  repi'esentatives,  then  tunw<l 
their  attention  towai-ds  gaining  |X)ssession  of  the  Upper 
Church  and  groinul,  which  they  held  properly  belong**!  to 
them  under  the  gift  of  Lord  Selkirk.  This  necessitate!  a 
goo<l  deal  of  correspondence  with  the  company  s  officials.  an«l 
the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  then  occupiwl  the 
proi>erty  in  dispute.  At  last,  in  Octol)er,  1850,  a  coniprouiw* 
was  effected,  by  which  the  Scotch  gave  up  their  claim  to  tht 
Uppt^'  Church,  receiving,  in  return,  a  deed  of  Frog  Plain  a  f*-^^ 
miles  farther  down  tht*  river,  for  tlu^  pur|)Ose.s  of  sit«'>  l"' 
church,  church-vanl,  seh(^)l-house,  and  idebe.  and  a  i^i^jint  •• 
£150  towards  the  erection  of  a  suitaV)le  building. 

Whik*  these*  newtiations  were  i^oinir  on.  the  case  <>t  t'-' 
Scotch  settlei'S  had  been  transferred  from  Scotland  t<»  "• 
Presbvterian  Church  of  Canada,  where  the  matter  wa.*- tak^i 
up  with  some  spirit,  and  the  iu<lications  were  that  a  niini>t*' 
for  Ked  River  would  soon  be  pr<x*ured.  The  sett  lei's  then  I»*'l' 
a  meeting,  and,  as  a  result  of  it,  a  manse  was  at  once  t^ivctr 
at  Frog  Plain  in  anticipation  (►f  the  arnval  of  the  eX|>K't«' 
clei'irvman.  but  for  some  rea.son  his  connnij  was  <lelave«l.  n^'' 
it  was  not  until  tlie  llHli  September,  l^ol.  that  the  Rev.  J"l»' 
Hlack  was  welcomed  into  the  settlement  as  the  tii'st  Pivs'*} 
terian  ministei*  to  the  lonir  neirlected  Scotch  of  Red  Riv<'i* 

And  now.  in  order  to  show  the  interest  that  was  awakt-n'^^- 
in  clinreli  eircN-s  rt*s[)ecting  the  nnssions  in  the  North-^^ *'**'' 
We  will  refer  to  tin*  visit  <>f   tht*  Bishop  of   Montreal  in  I*^ 
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Hb  Lordship  had  cherished  for  some  years  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing a  joumejr  through  the  Hudson's  Bay  temtories,  but  mat- 
ters connected  with  his  diocese  and  lon<^  illness  prevented  him, 
until  May  of  the  year  above  mentioned. 

Lcjaving  Lachine  on  the  16th  May,  in  a  large  canoe  manned 
by  eight  French  Canadians,  and  Six  Inxjuois  Indians,  he  as- 
cended the  Ottawa  to  where  the  Mattawan  joins  it.     He  then 
pMsed  from  this  through  La  Petite  Rivi&re,  and  some  small 
J^kes  traversing  the  high  lands,  until  he  reached  Lake  Nipiss- 
"V.   and   having   cixxssed  it  descended  the    whole    length   of 
Pnench  River  into  Lake  Huron.     Coasting  up  the    northern 
'*hore  of  this  lake,  for  190  miles,  he  came  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
^^^i,  crossing  over,  passed  into  Lake  Superior  and  along  the 
'northern  shore  until  Fort   William  was   reached.     Here   the 
iarprie  canoe  was  exchanged  for  two  smaller  ones,  and  the  jour- 
^^y  by  rivers,  lakes,  and  portages  made,  until  Lake  Winnipeg 
^as  reached  and  the  Red  River  entered. 

In  his  journal,  wliich  he  published  after  his  return  to  ilont- 

"^^^■^  he  thus  writes  of  his  treatment  at  the  company's  |>osts. 

c-^rriei,"  he  says,  *' a  letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson  to  be 

P'^^**^iite<l  at  every  post  where  I  should  stop  :  but  the  kindness 

•nd  f^ttention  which  we  everj'where  experienced  at  the  hands 

^^  tKe  company's  servants  were  marked  by  an  emj>resse}iient, 

*^^oh  showed  them  to  proceed  fix)m  spontaneous  feeling,  and 

•^^*^    the  better  zest  to  those  comforts  and  refreshments  de- 

^^^ded  by  the  body,  which  were  t^^ndered  in  a  maimer  and 

*^^^r  circumstances  stamping   them   with  a  resemblance  to 

^^    exercise  of  primitive  hospitality  towards  the    way -woni 

^^^nger." 

r*he  BLshop  arrived  at  the  Indian  Settlement  on  Sundav, 
•*^>il  June,  1844,  and  thus  sp(»aks  of  the  scene  which  nn*t   his 
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eyes :  "  There  on  the  morning  of  the  Lord  s  own  blessed  day, 
wo  saw  them  (the  Indians)  gathering  already  aroand  their  p«- 
tor,  who  was  before  his  door :  their  children  collecting  in  the 
same  manner,  with  their  books  in  their  hands,  all  decently 
clothed  from  head  to  foot.  Aix)und  were  their  humble  dwel- 
lings, with  the  commencement  of  farms,  and  cattle  grazing  in 
the  meadow :  the  neat  modest  parsonage  or  mission  house, 
with  its  garden  att«iched  to  it,  and  the  simple  but  decent 
church  with  the  s(*hool  house  as  its  appendage,  etc.,  etc." 

During  his  stay  at  Red  River,  the  Bishop  ordained  as  priest 
Rev.  Abraham  Cowley,  and  as  deacon  and  priest.  Rev.  John 
McAllum,  l^sides  holding  several  confirmations  at  the  ditferent 
churches,  and  it  may  lye  interesting  at  this  time  to  note  his 
description  of  the  four  EuixHsh  Churches  in  the  settlement,  as 
they  app«*ared  then.  •  Tht*  Indian  Church,"  he  says,  "is  J* 
w<j<j<len  building,  painted  white,  tifu*  feet  or  upwards  in  Icuirth 
with  a  cupola  over  the  entrance.  It  has  s«juare-toppe<J  win- 
dows, which,  so  far,  ;:ivL'  it  an  unecclesiastical  appt^aranee 
The  Lower  Church  is  also  of  w<xjd.  and  of  the  length  of  tifiv 
feet.  The  Middle  Church,  which  is  not  (juite  completi^l.  AO't 
which  has  Ik^cu  built  bv  the  unai<led  exertions  of  the  confT^ 
gation,  is  an  editice  of  stone,  sixty  feet  long.  The  Ipp^' 
Church,  wliich  is  also  of  stone,  is  ten  feet  lon;rer,  and  will  ^^ 
conuiHxlate  500  persons.  Alj<jut  400  upon  one  tx^casion.  ii»<^^ 
nie  there."  The  Bishop  als(>  de.scriV)es  a  l»anling-.sc'lnn>l  **' 
the  upper  church,  which  was  Inking  conducted!  by  Rev.  Mr 
McAlluni  on  his  own  ace<junt.  with  the  help  of  an  allowanct 
fnnn  the  conij  any,  where  children  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  <^"'" 
crTs  an<l  others  were  educated,  and  he  tnves  some  verv  mt**^' 
esting  particulars  in  retrard  to  the  j>opulation,  etc.,  of  tlu*  •^^' 
tl«*nient. 
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The  whole  population  of  the  Red  River  Colony,  according  to 
ii«  statement,  waH  5,148,  of  which  number  2,798  were  Roman 
^holies,  and  2,345  Protestants.  The  heads  of  families  were 
^70,  of  whom  571  were  Indians  or  half-breeds,  152  Canadians, 
1)1  Orkneymen,  49  Scotchmen,  22  Englishmen,  and  2  Swiss, 
Wales,  Italy,  Norway,  Denmark,  Germany,  Poland  and  the 
Unite^l  States,  e^ich  contributed  one  to  the  list.  There  were 
730  dwellings,  1,219  barns  or  stables,  18  windmills  and  one 
water-inill,  821  horses,  749  mares,  107  bulls,  2,207  cows,  1,580 
ttJves,  1,97U  pigs,  and  3,599  sheep.  These  particulars  were 
from  a  census  taken  in  March,  1843. 

The  Bishop,  after  a  pleasant  visit,  during  which  he  did 
much  to  aid  and  encourage  the  missionary  work,  left  the  In- 
dian settlement  on  the  10th  July,  and  arrived  at  Lachine  on 
the  14th  August,  having  been  absent  about  three  months. 

In  1840,  Mr.  Henry  Budd  (afterwaixls  ordained  as  a 
priest),  the  boy  whom  Rev.  Mr.  West  baptized  in  1822,  was 
8*^nt  to  Cumberland  House  as  a  catechist,  and  met  with  so 
D^uch  success  that  Rev.  John  Hunter  was  appointed  to  take 
<^"arge  of  the  mission.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  sta- 
tion established  at  Manitoba  Lake,  and  in  addition  to  this, 
^inission  was  organized  at  Fort  Ellice,  and  thus  matters  stood 
^th  the  Church  of  England  about  the  time  when  the  Bishop- 
^^  in  Rupert's  Land  was  formed. 

In  1838,  Mr.  James  Leith,  a  chief  factor  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  service,  becjueathed  a  sum  of  about  £12,000  to  be 
'^^pt'iided  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  missions  in  Rupei-t's  Land, 
^^  on  his  death  his  family  disputed  the  bequest  with  the 
^^tecutors,  which  resulted  in  a  process  of  litigation.  This  was 
''o«^l  in  1849,  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  L<3rd  Langdale. 
"^  Jecision  being  favorable  to  the  missions,  on  the  undc^rstand- 
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ing  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  should  donate  the  sum  of 
£300  annually  to  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a 
bishopric  in  Ruperts  Land,  wliich,  added  to  the  interests  of 
the  £12,000,  rendered  the  income  of  the  see  about  £700.  TKIr 
arrangement  was  carried  out  by  order  in  Chancery,  ami  in 
1849  the  Diocese  of  Rupert  s  Land  was  established  by  Letters 
Patent  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  in  the  same  year  Rev.  David 
Andei*son,  who  was  at  one  time  tutor  of  St.  Bee  s  Theological 
College,  Cumberland,  wtus  consecrated  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land, 
in  the  Cathedral  of  Canterbury.    He  arrived  in  the  settlement 
during  the  autunm  of  1849,  and  estiiblished  his  head-quartew 
at  the  Ui)per  Church,  which  he  named  the  Catheilral  of  St 
John. 

Previous  to  this,  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis  had  erected  a 
catliedral,  and  a  house  attached  to  it,  used  as  a  resilience 
for  liimself  and  his  priests.  The  eathe<lral  is  said  to  have 
look (M I  remarkably  well  when  seen  fix3m  a  distance,  its  two 
sj)ires,  one  hundre<l  feet  high,  towering  high  over  the  prairie, 
and  its  chime  of  bells,  of  singular  melody,  being  heard  a  loiijr 
distiince  off. 

Then*  were  several  changes  made  in  the  location  of  the  dif- 
ferent clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  after  the  Bishop 
arrival,  and  we  cannot  better  close  this  chapter  than  by  notin),^ 
the  number  of  Church  of  England  clergymen  in  the  North- 
West  about  the  year  1857.  Thi^re  were  then  nineteen  clei"jj\- 
mt»n.  exclusive  of  the  Bishop,  fifteen  of  whom  were  funnshi\l 
and  paid  hv  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  two  bv  the 
Society  for  the  Proj)agation  of  the  (Jospel,  one  by  the  Colo- 
nial  Church  Society,  and  one  wjis  chaplain  to  the  Hu^lsoiis 

Bay  Conn)anv. 
•  11- 
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Harmon,  in  his  journal  of  voyages  and  travels  in  the  inter- 
ior of  North  America,  in  1819,  thus  describes  the  character  of 
the  voyageur. 

"Like  their  ancestors  the  French,  the  Canadian  voyageurs 
posseas  lively  and  fickle  disjK)sitions,  and  they  are  rarely  sub- 
ject to  depression  of  spirits  of  long  continuance,  even  when  in 
circumstances  the  most  adverse.  Although  what  they  consider 
good  eating  and  drinking  constitutes  their  chief  good,  yet, 
^hen  necessity  compels  them  to  it,  they  submit  to  great  pri- 
vation and  hardship,  not  only  without  complaining,  but  even 
^Jth  cheerfulness  and  gaiety.  They  are  very  talkative,  and 
extremely  thoughtless,  and  make  many  resolutions  which  are 
*^ken  almost  as  soon  as  formed.  They  never  think  of  pro- 
viding for  future  wants,  and  seldom  lay  up  any  part  of  their 
^•""nin^  to  serve  them  in  a  day  of  sickness,  or  in  the  decline  of 
*^e.  Trifling  provocations  will  often  throw  them  into  a  rage, 
w  they  are  easily  appeased  when  in  anger,  and  they  never 
™^bor  a  revengeful  purpose  against  those  by  whom  they  con- 
^^'e  that  they  have  been  injured.  They  are  not  brave,  but 
^oen  they  apprehend  little  danger,  they  will  often,  as  they  say, 
pl*y  the  man.  They  are  very  deceitful,  are  exceedingly  8nKK)th 
^^  polite,  and  are  even  gross  flatterers  to  the  face  of  a  pei-son, 
^"Om  they  will  basely  slander,  behind  his  back. 
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"They  pay  little  regard  to  veracity  or  to  honesty.  Their 
word  is  not  to  be  ti-usted,  and  they  are  much  addicted  to  pil- 
fering, and  will  even  steal  articles  of  considerable  value,  when 
A  favorable  oppoi-tunity  offers.  A  secret,  they  cannot  keep. 
They  rarely  feel  gi'atitude,  though  they  are  often  generous. 
They  are  obedient,  but  not  faithful  servants.  By  flattering 
their  vanity,  of  which  they  have  not  a  little,  they  may  be  per- 
sua<.led  to  undertake  the  most  difficult  enterprises,  provided 
their  lives  ai'e  not  endangered.  Although  they  are  generally 
unable  to  read,  yet  they  acquii^e  considerable  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  and  some  general  information  in  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  country.  As  they  leave  Canada  while  they  are 
young,  they  have  but  little  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the 
religion  which  their  priests  profess  to  follow,  and  befoi*e  they 
have  been  long  in  the  Indian  country,  they  pay  little  more  at- 
tention to  the  Sabbath,  or  the  worship  of  God,  or  any  other 
divine  institution,  than  the  savages  themselves." 

Such  is  a  <lescription  of  the  men  who  manned  the  canoes 
of  the  fur  companies,  and  underwent  the  greatest  hardships 
and  privations  during  the  long  and  arduous  journeys  they 
undertook  for  their  masters.  The  picture  may  be  overdrawu, 
but  h'om  all  we  can  learn  thev  were  a  reckless,  and  at  times 
a  <lissipated  lot  of  men,  ready  for  the  most  onerous  duties 
when  HMjuired  of  them,  and,  when  not  engageil  in  trippinjf. 
idle,  wasteful  and  <Hssolute.  Acconling  to.  Sir  George  Simpson. 
tlu*re  wt're  500  of  them  in  the  employ  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Comj>any  annually  during  his  time,  but  of  these  many  were 
Indians  engaged  merely  for  a  trip  in  summer,  and  a  mimber 
of  those  lived  at  the  Indian  settlenient,  where  Mr.  Coclmin^' 
tablished  a  mission. 

In   the  oarlv  davs.  eanoj's.  some  of  them  beiuir  verv  \s.W 
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md  strong,  were  used,  but  these  gradually  gave  way  to  Ixmts^ 
vhich  were  worked  by  nine  men,  eight  of  whom  were  rowers 
md  the  other  the  steersman.  Brigades  composed  of  from 
our  to  eight  of  these  craft,  were  kept  constantly  going  during 
he  summer  between  the  various  posts,  canying  supplies  and 
«in^ng  back  the  bales  of  fui"S  collected  during  the  season. 
iVhen  a  strong  rapid  was  encountered  in  river  travelling,  the 
)oat8  were  unloaded,  and,  along  with  their  freight,  were  ear- 
ned overland,  sometimes  a  considerable  distance,  so  that  the 
ffork  was  often  very  severe.  If  the  rapids  were  not  suffi- 
*iently  formidable  to  render  a  portage  necessary,  the  crew, 
goinjr  ashore,  would  pull  the  vessels  along  by  means  of  lines. 
J)n  the  lakes,  the  men  rowed,  unless  the  wind  was  favorable, 
^hen  a  large  square  sail  was  hoisted,  and  they,  for  the  time 
heinjj,  were  free  from  toil,  but  this  only  happened  occasionally 
during  a  long  trip. 

The  goods  carried  in  the  boats  were  usually  done  up  in 
"^les,  each  weighing  about  a  hundred  pounds,  and  as  there 
^^re  generally  from  seventy  to  eighty  of  these  in  a  boat,  the 
^k  of  portaging  them  was  not  an  easy  one. 

This,  however,  at  one  time,  was  the  principal  mode  of 
™ghting  the  supplies  and  furs  which  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  had,  and  sometimes  when  the  voyageurs  mutinied 
^^  Pefusecl  to  carry  the  goods,  it  entailed  heavy  losses.  The 
<^Q8toui  was  to  make  advances  to  the  men  during  their  period 
^'  idleness,  and  as  they  generally  spent  a  large  portion  of  the 
money  in  drink  and  dissipation,  when  they  came  to  start  upon 
*  ^^f,  they  were  in  a  state  of  destitution.  They  would  then 
"^l^ently  make  unreasonable  demands,  and,  if  not  complied 
^*^h,  would  strike  and  refuse  to  carry  out  tlie  contract  they 
"^  entered  into.     The  voyageur  of  the  boat  was  as  reckless. 
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iiiiprovideiit  and  unreliable,  as  the  voyageur  of  the  canoe  in 
the  early  days. 

The  company  latterly  transported  much  of  their  supplies  by 
ox-cart  over  the  plains,  and  the  calling  of  the  voyageur  be- 
came of  less  importance  to  the  fur  trade.  The  carte  used 
wei-e  constructed  entirely  of  wood  without  any  iron  whatever, 
the  axles  and  rims  of  the  wheels  forming  no  exception.  If  a 
l)reak  occurred,  it  was  mended  by  means  of  a  strip  of  dried 
buffalo  hide  l)eing  soaked  in  water  and  wound  round  the  in- 
jured paiii,  anil  jis  this  dried,  it  contracted  and  hardened,  thus 
binding  the  break  firmly,  and  making  the  cart  as  strong  a? 
ever.  Each  cart  Wivs  drawn  by  one  ox  or  an  Indian  horse,  tlie 
weight  of  the  load  carried  Ijeing  from  900  to  1,200  lbs.,  and 
the  common  rate  of  ])rou:ivss,  about  twentv  miles  a  dav.  The 
numlx'r  of  carts  in  a  train  varied,  sometimes  amountinjj  to 
st»veral  liundnMls,  and  in  tliat  ca.sc  it  was  dividetl  into  brij^iules 
of  trn  carts  each,  strun^jf  out  in  single  tile  along  the  pmirif. 
'Vo  eacli  thive  carts  tlu»re  wa.s  ono  man,  and  the  whole  traiu 
liad  a  supi)ly  of  span*  animals,  varying  in  number  aceoniin«: 
to  the  state  of  the  tracks,  in  ca.se  of  accident,  or  the  giving,' out 
through  fatigut*,  of  oxen  or  hoi-ses,  an  event  that  frt^juciitly 
liaj)pened  on  a  long  trip.  The  nite  of  freight  paid  l»y  the 
et)m]»any  from  St.  Paul's,  Minnesota,  to  which  phice  the 
freiirhtinir  carts  went  in  larire  numV^ei'S,  wa^  fix)n\  sixteen  to 
eighteen  shillings  per  100  lbs.,  but  a  large  pix)jK)rtion  of  thif* 
was  ]>aid  in  goods,  at  Fort  (iarry  prices,  which  reduce<i  the 
actual  cost  of  freight  verv  considerablv.  Advances  were 
made  to  the  freightei*s  during  the  winter,  to  Ix?  applies!  on 
their  s|>ring  and  summer  work  on  the  same  plan  Jis  carrW 
out  with  the  voyageurs.  but  in  the  ca.se  of  the  former,  the 
monry  was  gtMierally  spent   in  support  of  their  families,  while 
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i  the  latter  it  was  usually  spent  in  drink.  It  was  estimated 
lat  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  petty  traders  employed 
bout  fifteen  hundred  of  those  carts,  between  St.  Paul  and 

'  ft 

ed  River,  and  from  three  to  five  hundred  more  to  the  Sas- 
atchewan  and  otlier  inland  districts,  so  that  there  were  from 
OO  to  700  men  engaged  in  this  business. 

We  now  come  to  another  class  of  men  who  were  by  far  the 
loet  important  in  the  North-West  at  the  period  we  are  writ- 
ig  about.  The  hunters  of  the  plains  were,  as  a  rule,  as  reck- 
M8,  an<l  nearly  as  improvident  as  the  voyageurs,  only  they 
fere  a  brave  people,  the  nature  of  their  calling  bringing  them 
we  to  face  with  danger  in  purauit  of  the  chase  and  in  attacks 
roni  hostile  Indians.  The  system  of  giving  them  almost  un- 
united credit  which  prevailed,  at  one  time  led  these  men  to 
wnlen  themselves  heavily  with  debt,  under  which  they  strug- 
M  from  one  season  to  another.  If  the  hunt  proved  success- 
^  they  were  generally  able  to  pay  up  arrears — if  it  was,  bad 
key  sank  the  deeper  into  debt,  and  so  they  went  for  years, 
ew  of  them  being  able  to  accumulate  wealth. 

After  the  union  ot  the  fur  companies,  the  plain  hunters  in- 
'CBsed  in  numbers  rapidly,  the  excitement  and  freedom  of  the 
^e  attracting  many  to  follow  it.  In  1820,  the  number  of 
^aasembled  to  go  to  the  buffalo  hunt  was  540.  In  1825, 
•^e  number  had  increased  to  080 :  in  1880,  to  820  :  in  1835,  to 
'0,  and  in  1840,  to  1210,  and  to  give  some  idea  of  the  capital 
^^ested  in  the  business,  we  append  the  following  stiitement 
■'ating  to  the  outfit  of  the  last  named  year : — 

1,210  carts  cost £1,815  Os.  Od. 

620  hunters'  wages 1 ,8(30  0     0 

650  women's      " 1,462  10     0 

360  boys  and  girls'  wages   -     -     -     -        360  0     0 
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740  guns  cost '  £1,480  (k  Oi 

150  gallons  ganpowder  coet     -     -     -  ISO  0   0  - 

1,300  pounds  trading  balls  coat  -    -    .  65  0  0 

6,240  gun  flints  cent 13  0   0 

100  Bteel  daggeis  "- IS  00 

100  couteaux  de  chasae  cost    -     -     -  15  0   0 

403  buffitlo  runners  (hoises)  «wt  -     -  6.045  0    0 

655  caH  horses  cost 5,240  0   0 

586  draught  oxen  cost     -     -     -     -  3,516  0    0 

1,210  sets  of  harness  " 484  0   0 

403  riding  saddles    "        -    -    -    -  161  4  0 

403  bridles  and  whips  cost        -     -     -  201  10   0 

1,240  scalping  knives       "        -     -     .  31  0   0 

448  half  axes  cost 56  0    0 

Camp  equips^,  t«iits,  culinari'  utensils, 

etc.,  cost -  1.059  10    0 

£24.000  0    0 
or  in  the  neigliborhood  or  ?1 20.000,  one  half  at  least  of  whi< 
l>eing  advanceil  to  the  hunters  on  credit. 

The  parties  Ijelonginj;  to  the  uuiunier  hunt  generally  start* 
f  i-oni  the  settlement  in  June,  and  returned  about  the  teginnii 
of  August,  with  their  stock  of  pemmican  and  dried  inw' 
The  fall  hunters  left  during  August  and  remained  awayt 
tlie  end  of  October  or  early  in  November,  many  of  them.  ho» 
ever,  remaining  on  the  plains  all  winter  to  hunt  the  bufla 
for  the  robi'.s,  which  they  brought  into  the  settlement  for  W 
in  the  following  spring.  Thei-e  were  generally  two  parti* 
one  of  which  proceeiled  in  wai-ch  of  the  buffitlo  in  a  souther 
iind  the  other  in  a  south -wester  ley  dii^ection,  each  party.  fW 
ever,  acting  indi.'i>einli-ntly  of  each  other.     The  custom  of  t' 
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liters  was  to  leave  the  settlement  in  small  bodies  as  soon  as 
eir  arrangements  for  the  trip  were  completed,  and  at  a  given 
ot  on  the  plains  all  would  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  form 
g  camp. 

When  all  were  assembled,  the  roll  was  called,  a  council  of 
€  principal  men  held,  and  a  chief  and  staff  officers  selected, 
lere  were  captains  and  guides  appointed,  the  latter  being  the 
iindanl- bearers  of  the  party,  and  the  hoisting  of  the  flag 
an  the  signal  each  morning  for  a  stai-t  to  be  made,  and  when 
was  taken  down  it  signified  an  order  to  encamp. 
Tluis  they  travelled  on,  day  after  da\',  under  a  regular 
'stenHze<l  plan,  until  the  haunt  of  the  buffalo  was  reached, 
twi  not  only  were  they  under  command  of  competent  men 
Kwen  from  amongst  themselves,  but  they  framed  laws  which 
id  to  be  obeerve<l  by  all.  Of  these  latter,  the  following  will 
n'e  as  an  example : 

1.  No  buffalo  to  be  run  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

2.  No  party  to  fork  off,  lag  behind,  or  go  before  without 
permission.  ^ 

3.  No  person   or  party  to  run  buftalo  before  the  general 
order. 

4.  Every  captain,  with  his  men,  in  turn  to  patrol  the  camp, 
and  keep  guanl. 

5.  For  the  first  trespass  against  these  laws,  the  offender  to 
tiave  his  saddle  and  bridle  cut  up. 

t).  For  the  second  offence,  the  coat  U)  be  taken  off  the  offen- 
der s  back,  and  be  cut  up. 

7.   For  the  thinl  offence,  the  offender  to  l>e  flogged. 

H.  Any  [Kirson  convicted  of  theft,  even  to  the  value  of  a 

Hinew,  to  be  brought  to  the  middle  of  the  camp,  and  the 
s 
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crier  tu  call  out  his  or  her  name  thren  iimea,  adding  At 
word  **  Tliief  "  at  each  time. 

Uuuesty    was   proverbial   amongst  the  halC-lweedB  of 
plains,  and  the  punishment  in  clause  8  was  the  worst  fixmii 
which  it  could  be  administered,  aa  the  dis^^^ce  of  beingi 
sidered  a  thief  was  taken  much  to  heart  by  the  very  wcntrf 
tiiem. 

The  formation  of  the  camp  was  circular,  all  the 
placed  side  by  side,  the  trains  outward,  and  witliiD  tfaisSal 
the  tents  v.-crc  placed  in  double  and  treble  rows,  the 
being  kept  within  this  circle  of  barricades  in  time  of 
but  when  none  was  apprehended  the  horses  and  oxen  g 
on  the  outside. 

The  proceeils  of  the  hunt  were  pemmican,  dried 
sinews,  tongues,  rol^es  and  skins.  The  pemmican  we 
already  descriln^d  in  chapter  eight.  The  dried  meal  ■»• 
simply  the  flesh  of  the  butlalu  cut  into  strips  and  dried  in  tbc 
sun.  the  i-obes  wti-e  the  winter  skins,  when  the  fur  waslhi^ 
tannoil  by  a  prix-ess  familiar  to  the  hunters,  and  the  skins  as- 
sisted of  th*;  hide  of  the  animal  divested  of  hair,  and  tanMo 
into  soft  k-atlicr,  fruni  wliich  moccasins  and  clothing  W 
made. 

Wlieii  the  huiitfi-s  ent«i-ed  the  country  in  the  neighhorhooi 
of  whioli  the  buffiilo  were  known  to  be,  no  gun  was  peniiit*« 
ti>  he  tire<l  until  in  sight  of  the  herd,  and  the  word  of  «"»■ 
laand  was  -spoken  by  the  caj)tain.  At  the  word  Ho!  tw 
hoi-senien  wouM  start  in  a  body,  loading  and  firing  on  Iw*' 
iMck,  and  leaving  the  dead  animals  to  be  identitied  afUr  W* 
run  was  over.  The  hunters  would  enter  the  chase  with  tl"*" 
mouths  full  of  bullets,  and,  when  loading,  the  powder  ** 
]x)ure<l  into  the  barrel  of  the  gun  from  the  hand,  a  boW 
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)pped  from  the  mouth  into  the  muzzle,  and  almost  before 
5  ball  had  time  to  reach  the  powder  the  piece  would  be  fired, 
thout  putting  it  to  the  shoulder.  In  this  way  guns  fre- 
ently  exploded,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thin^  to  see  a 
nter  without  a  thumb  or  some  of  the  fingers,  as  a  result  of 
ia  carelessness. 

These  hunts  were  participated  in  by  so  many,  and  the 
«ghter  was  so  great,  that  a  serious  decrease  in  the  number 
buffalo  took  place,  which  threatened  the  transport  business 
the  country,  pemmican  and  dried  meat  being  the  staple 
tides  of  food  used  by  the  freighters.  The  Indians,  too, 
sitJ  most  wasteful,  and  killed  the  buffalo  often  out  of  pure 
uitonness,  when  the  carcasses  would  be  left  to  rot  on  the 
wn,  tiiousands  of  animals  being  sacrificed  each  year  in  this 
*y,  so  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  to-day  the  buffalo  is  almost 
tinct. 

About  the  year  1834,  private  individuals  began  importing 
•ods  from  England  on  their  own  account,  and  for  their  own 
e,  and  gradually  the  system  extended,  until  they  who  com- 
MM»d  importing  for  themselves  soon  enlarged  the  field  of 
'terprise,  and  sent  for  goods  on  speculation.  This  for  a 
^  was  countenanced  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  until 
[itatioD  against  exclusive  trade  in  furs  began,  when  they 
•ced  obstacles  in  the  way  of  it,  especially  as  the  petty  trad- 
*had  taken  part  with  the  agitation.  But  this  did  not  deg- 
oy  the  trade,  for  the  petty  merchants,  being  not  altogether 
pendent  on  the  English  market,  received  a  large  portion  of 
■rir  supplies  from  the  Unite<l  States.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
^onstration  in  favor  of  Sayer,  in  1849,  these  petty  traders 
•foed  themselves  to  buying  and  selling  ordinary  merchar- 
•^»  the  traffic  in  furs  being  forbidden,  although  undoubtedly 
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they  did  a  good  deal  in  a  i|uiet  way  in  the  trading  and  smnf 
gling  of  fwltriea.  After  1849.  however,  they  became  bolder 
in  this  respect,  and  gradually  came  to  deal  openly  in  fon, 
until  they  tinally  threw  oH'  all  restraint,  and  openly  omlitt*i 
men,  and  sent  them  into  the  interior  to  traffic  with  the  In- 
dians. The  company,  then,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  punish 
til  em,  entered  with  all  the  force  of  wealth  and  superior  »d- 
vantages  into  keen  eomjjetitiou  with  them,  in  the  h 
being  able  to  crush  them  in  that  way. 


CHAPTER   XIX. 


CAXADIAX   CLAIMS   AND  THE   COMMITTEE   OF    1857. 

In*  July,  1849,  the  British  House  of  Commons  passed  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Crown,  praying  that  an  enquiry  might  be  made 
into  the  legality  of  the  powers  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  in  respect  of  territory,  trade,  taxation,  and  govern- 
ment.    Earl  Grey,  accordingly,  communicated  with  the  com- 
pany on  the  23rd  August,  asking  for  a  statement  of  the  rights 
to  which  they  considered  themselves  entitled,  and  the  extent 
to  which  they  were  exercised.     The  directors  complied  with 
this  request,  and,  in  September,  forwarded  a  carefully-prepared 
<locument,  in  which  they  set  forth  their  various  claims  very 
^ully,  giving  the  authority  in  each  case.     The  several  acts  re- 
cognizing the  claims  of  the  company  were  quoted  at  length, 
•nd  in  regard  to  taxation  and  government,  the  statement  sub- 
''JJtted  by  them  declared  that,  under  their  charter,  they  were 
'^^ested  with  power  to  make,  ordain,  and  constitute  necessarj" 
'*^'s,  and  to  levy  fines,  taxes,  etc.,  and  that  it  further  provided, 
^hat  all  lands,  islands,  territories,  plantations,  forts,  fortifica- 
^^iiH,  factories,  or  colonies,  where  the  company's  factories  and 
^^^^t  were,  should  be  immediately  under  the  power  and  coin- 
^'^^nd  of  the  Governor   and   company,   their  successors  and 
^***gim.  and  the  said  Governor  and  company  were  empowered 
^  *»ppoint  and  establish  govenioi's,  and  all  their  oflScers  to 
8^^vem  them."     In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  it  was  claimed 
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that  the  company  invariably  exercised  all  the  powers  of  gov- 
einnient  necessary  for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  ap- 
jx)inted  proper  officei's.  who  acttHl  jii<liciously.  It  was  ab* 
chiimed  that  no  exact  system  of  taxation  had  been  exercise*!, 
the  whole  expenses  of  the  government  of  their  territories  hav- 
inir  been  defrayed  without  the  aid  of  anv  contributions  from 
othei*s. 

This  statement  was  submitted,  in  1850,  to  Sir  John  Jenis 
and  Sir  John  Romillv,  the  law  ofiicei>*  of  the  crown,  to  ei- 
amiiK^  an<l  report  upon  it,  and  they  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  rij^hts  chiimed  by  the  company  pi'oi^erly  belonged  to  tht-m. 
adding  tliat,  for  a  more  formal  argument  and  decision  of  the 
<jUestions  at  issue,  the  l>est  tribunal  would  be  the  Judicial  Com- 
mitter of  thr  Privv  ConiK-il. 

« 

Karl  (Jn-y  thru  wiotr  to  Mr.  A.  K.  I^<bister  and  tin-  ]»aili*"^ 
wli(>  liad  pit'st'iited  thr  petition  against  the  ci^mjmny,  in  l"^-^* 
upon  wliicli  cliirtiy  tin-  Address  to  thi*  Crown  had  Ikhmi  Kin-*- 
asking  wlietlier  they  wouM  apiM-aras  eomi)lainants  against  th'- 
eonipanv  in  order  to  t<'st  tlie  easi\  but  this  thev  deeliii*:*'' 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  doing,  and  so  the  matter  ».'ii'l»'' 
in    INoO. 

In  IS.")7.  with  leferene*-  to  a  despatch  from  Canada,  layiu-^ 
claim  to  much  countrv  claime<l  bv  the  conii)anv.  the  Cr"\v-^ 
lawxers  I  .sir  Richard  Hethell  and  Sir  Henrv  Keatiuir)  i^a^'' ''^•' 
elaborate  opini<in.  in  the  eoui'se  of  which  they  state«l  thjii-^ 
•  rin'  ehartei*  eonld  not  be  eonsidere<l  apart  from  its  exi^tfU*^'*^ 
for  nearh'  Xwo  centuries,  and  nothinir  could  be  more  inii'^-"^^ 
than  to  trv  this  chart«'r  as  a  thin«r  of  vesterdav. '  Thev  liei'-^ 
tliat  the  ( 'lown  could  nnt  with  justice  «jUestion  the  validity  * '^ 
t'n"  cliai't*'!*.  noi-  the  company  s  territorial  ownei*ship  of  tb*^ 
lind  giantrd  to  it  -  but.  >ul>j«-ct   to  certain  rpialitications,  th*'.^ 
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ought  that  exclusive  rights  of  government  or  monopoly  of 
ide  could  not  be  insisted  on  by  the  company  as  having  been 
anted  by  the  Crown,  although  it  did  possess  limited  powers 
passing  ordinances  and  exercising  civil  and  criminal  juris- 
etion.  With  regard  to  the  geograi)hical  extent  of  the  com- 
ny's  territory,  the  Crown  lawyere  recommended  that  it 
ight  properly,  and  with  advantage,  be  subjected  to  judicial 
njuiry,  which  might  best  be  effected  (with  the  consent  of  both 
inada  and  the  company)  through  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
e  Privv  Council. 

A  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  then 
dered  in  the  following  words :  "  To  consider  the  state  of 
08e  British  possessions  in  North  America  which  are  under 
e  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Ba\'  Company,  or  over 
^ich  they  ]:)osse8s  a  License  of  Trade."     The  fii*st  session  of 

• 

fs  committee  began  to  take  evidence  on  the  20th  February, 
>7,  and  the  nineteen  membei's  composing  it  were  as  follow  : 
-  Right  Hon.  Henry  Labouchere,  Sir  John  Pakington,  Lord 
'U  Russell,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Roebuck,  Mr 
^anl  Ellice,  Mr.  Adderley,  Mr.  Lowe,  Viscount  Sandon, 
'^rs.  Grogan,  Kinnaird,  Gregson,  Blackbuni.  Charles  Fitz- 
iam,  Goixlon,  (Jurney,  Percy  Herbert,  and  Bell, 
his  committee  sat  until  the  9th  March,  and  on  12th  and 
^  May.  Its  composition  was  somewhat  changed  for  the 
^«d  session,  Messrs.  (iordon.  Bell  and  Adderley  retiring, 
Mr.  Alexander  Matheson,  Viscount  Goderich,  and  Mr. 
^isty  taking  their  places. 

Tie  investigation  and  examination  of  witnesses  ended  on 

28rd  June,  and  during  the  two  sessions  of  the  committee 

fcaas  of  valuable  evidence  was  taken  respecting  the  North- 

5«t  from  witnesses  of  the  highest  standing.     The  gentlemen 
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examined  were  Mr.  John  Ross,  Lieut.-Col.  Lefroy,  Dr.  Rae,  Sir 
Georii^e  Simpson,  Mr.  William  Kemaghan,  Hon.  Charles  Wil- 
liam Wentworth  Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Alexander  Isbister,  Rev.  G. 
O.  Corbett,  Sir  John  Richardson,  Colonel  Crofton,  Rear-Ad- 
miral Sir  George  Back,  Mr.  James  Cooper,  Chief  Justice 
Draper,  Bishop  Anderson,  Mr.  Joseph  Maynard,  Mr.  Alfred 
Robei-t  Roche,  Captain  David  Herd,  Mr.  John  Miles,  Mr. 
John  McLaughlin,  Mr.  Richard  Blanshard,  Lieut.-Col.  Cald- 
well, Dr.  King,  Mr.  James  Tennant,  and  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Ellice. 

We  have  given  the  names  of  the  witnesses  in  order  to  show 
that  the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  came  from  the 
very  best  sources  of  information  obtainable,  and  the  personnel 
of  the  committee  is  sufficient  cfuarantee  that  the  evidence  was 
well  weighed  Ixifore  the  tinal  report  was  j)assed. 

Before  giving  tiiat  report,  however,  we  will  refer  to  the  ac- 
tion taken  by  Canada  previous  to  and  during  the  time  when 
tiie  committee  sat.  It  seems  that  in  reply  to  their  despatch, 
the  Secretary  of  State  tor  the  Colonies  had  sent  wonl  to  the 
Canadian  authorities  that  it  Wiis  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's (rovernment  to  propose  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
aj^])oint  the  conuiiittee  already  refeiTed  to,  and  on  learning 
this  they  selecte<l  Chief  Justice  Draper,  and  sent  him  to  Eng- 
lan<l  to  watch  the  investio:ation  which  was  alx)ut  to  take 
]>lace.  As  it  is  of  some  importance  to  know  the  position  taken 
))v  Caiia«la  at  this  time,  we  will  give  in  full  a  petition  pi***' 
sfuted  bv  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  citv  of  Toronto  to  the 
Lt^gislative  (Vnincil  of  Canada,  on  the  20th  April,  1857,  which 
fairly  rej)res(Mits  the  sentiments  of  the  Canadian  public  on 
North-West  matters  at  that  j)eriod. 

The  jH-tition  was  as  t*«»llows  : 
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"ThatHii  association  of  traders,  under  the  title  of  the  **  Honorable 
ladaon's  Bay  Company,"  during  a  long  period  of  time,  have  claimed  and 
cercised  a  sovereignty  in  the  soil,  together  with  the  right  of  exclusive 
lide  over  a  large  i>ortion  of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  that  the  exer- 
iae  of  such  claim  is  subversive  of  all  those  rights  and  privileges  which 
ere  guaranteed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  by  Royal  proclamation  im- 
lediately  after  the  ccmquest  of  the  country,  and  subseijuently  secured  to 
lem  by  those  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  which  gave  to  Canada  a 
mstitutional  government. 

**  Your  petitioners  further  show  that  up  to  the  year  1763,  when,  by  the 
featy  of  Fontainebleau,  Canada  was  ceded  to  the  British  Crown,  the 
hole  region  of  country,  extending  westward  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
>rthwar<i  to  the  shore  <'f  the  Hudson's  Bay,  had  continued  in  the  undis- 
Jted  {Kissession  of  the  Crown  of  France  for  a  periml  of  two  centuries, 
m1  was  known  as  La  Nouvelle  France,  or  Canada  ; 
"  That  during  the  half  century  succeeding  the  treaty  above  alluded  to, 
» extensive  trade  and  traffic  was  continued  to  be  carried  on  throughout 
le  country,  described  by  commercial  companies  and  traders,  who  had 
t^blished  themselves  there  under  authority  of  the  Cniwn  of  France,  and 
*t  a  trade  was  likewise,  and  at  the  same  j>eriod»  carried  on  by  other 
ident  of  British  origin,  who  had  entered  into  that  country  and  formed 
^blishiiients  there  consequent  upon  its  cession  to  the  British  Crown  ; 
*'  That  such  trade  and  traffic  was  carried  on  freely  and  independent  of 
'y  restrictions  upon  commercial  freedom,  either  as  originally  enacted  by 
e  Crown  of  France,  or  promulgated  by  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 
*ThRt  in  1783,  nearly  all  the  aforesaid  traders  and  companies  united 
iQ  formed  an  association,  under  the  name  of  the  **  North- West  Company 
Montreal,"  which  said  compMiny  made  many  imjiortant  discoveries,  and 
tended  their  establishments  throughout  the  interior  of  North  America, 
^  to  within  the  Arctic  circle  and  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  : 
*  That  in  the  year  1821,  the  said  North-West  Company  united  with  the 
■<*lled  Hudson's  Bay  Company  a  company  to  all  intents  and  pur]K)ses 
"•Jgn  to  the  interests  of  Canada,  and  owing  no  responsibility  to  her. 
"That  under  the  name  of  the  Honorable  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  they 
^ce  claims,  and  assume  rights  in  virtue  of  an  old  charter  of  Charles 
S^nted  in  1669,  (the  year  given  here  is  wrong,  should  be  1670),  that 
^Ug  a  date  nearly  100  years  l>efore  that  this  country  had  ceased  to  be 
appendage  to  the  Crown  of  France,  it  pertained  to  that  of  Great 
win  ; 

That  under  such  pretended  authority  said  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
*Hje  a  {K>wer  to  grant  away,  and  sell  the  lands  of  the  Crown,  acquired 
*^m<iue»t,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  Treaty  of  1673  ; 
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"  Tb»t  Mid  coinpuiy  hkve  >lao 
leet  ciutoBM  due*,  kod  lerj  Uxw  apinat  ttriliah  BuliiMta,  tmi  ban  » 
forced  anjuit  uid  ubitnrr  lam,  in  dofiuica  cf  «TM]r  prindiikiiii^ 
■ad  juatioe. 

"Tourpetitioniirs  more  oapecially  jwajr  tha  attMibaa  ct  Jtm  EtmaaUi 
House  to  that  n^on  of  coanti;,  deaigiMt«d  aa  the  Cliutand  TviiiaiT. 
.  over  which  aaid  company  axarciaea  m.  aoTervigntj  ia  the  toll  m  aiO  hi 
moDOpolj  in  the  tnde,  and,  which  nid  oompftny  daima  aa  a  ri^  ikt  »■ 
sarea  ti>  tham  fit  ptrpttuir.  in  contradiatinction  to  that  poftioii  of  lutfij 
orvt  whkh  they  claim  an  esduaive  ri^t  of  trade,  bat  for  a  liaitad  fmal 

"WhibtTour  petitioncn  believe  that  thia  Utter  daim  ii  fooodcd  apu* 
lap]  right,  they  huiublj  submit  that  a  renewal  uf  audi  licenae  ft  ndaaf* 
ttade  ia  injuriun*  to  the  intereata  of  the  countrj  ao  mouopoiaed  tida 
contnventioik  uf  the  r^hti  of  the  inhabitanta  of  f^^-H^ 

"Your  petitionera  therefore  humbly  ptay  that  your  HoacnUeBMi 
wiU  take  into  conaidention  the  subject  of  how  far  theaHumptisn  cf  pOT- 
er  cm  the  part  of  the  Hudson'*  Bay  Company  intefteea  with  f^iata 
rights,  hhI  as  tu  the  necewity  of  more  paiticulvly  dedaring  tbt  \*ni- 
aries  of  Cnnadii  on  the  weHtWAnl.  nnd  on  the  nurthwiud,  nnd  of  eiiendiif 
throughout  tlic  jir-itecli-'n  of  (.'snadian  laws,  and  the  Iwnelitii  <<  Cimii"  | 
instil  utionn. 

"  And  y<.iur  petitioners,  iik  in  duty  iHiuntl.  will  cirer  |>ray. 

■•  (Sigiieil)    Thjma*  Ci.a«b»».s-,   Pfwid."'-  | 

"  Chaklbs  RoBBKnox,  SKnto>«- 

Tlic  instiTictitiiis  given  to  Chief  Justice  Draper,  were  ** 
follow  :— 

SECKETARVf  (lrn<.-E.  ToaosTo, 

■20th  Februaij,  1«' 

>-iR — 1  have  the  lionor,  by  conniiAnd  of  Hi»  Excellency  the  Goi-n**' 
Genetnl,  to  coniiiHinii.'nCe  to  you,  hereby,  bis  Excelleucy'a  infltnicti<>oi  ■>' 
yuur  guidutict'.  in  connection  with  your  uiiasion  ti>  EIngland,  as  the  •l**"^ 
Hgent.  n|ijH.iiiiteil  to  rejirONent  Canadian  nghtf  and  interests.  befM*  "* 
}.roiH>sed  Comiiiitti-e  of  the  House  of  C-mnHms.  on  the  subject  J  '^ 
Hudson's  rtay  Territory 

I  an)  to  premise,  however,  llint  ns  it  is  impmsable  to  aiiticiiaU  '^ 
nature  of  the  evideiiit;  that  may  be  raken,  or  the  conclusion  thsl  ia*?  ■■ 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  or  the  cmrse  which  Parliament  >«  »" 
Maji-sty's  (iovernment  may  think  ]ini|>er  to  adopt  iin  the  report  <■(  ••' 
cunmiitiee.  it  ia  n^-t  in  hia  F^xcellenL-y  s  [H.wer  to  convey  to  you  at  ft*/"^ 
any  instructions  of  h  jin-cise  i^r  definite  chHrscter. 
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lis  Excellency  has,  however,  entire  contideiice  in  your  knowledge  and 
rretion,  and  he  has  the  more  readily  intrusted  this  important  mission 
jrou»  inasmuch  as  your  high  iM)sition  in  the  colony  removes  you  from 
the  ordinary  intluences  of  local  or  party  consideration, 
mmediately  on  your  arrival  in  London,  you  will  place  yourself  in  com- 
oication  with  the  Right  Honorable  the  Secretivry  of  State  for  the 
onies  (to  whom  these  instructiouH  have  been  communicated),  and  as 
n  a8  any  pirliamentary  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
U{)iiny  or  territory  is  constituted,  you  will  take  steps  for  offering  to 
»rd  all  information  in  y(»ur  power  relating  to  the  interest  or  claims  of 
lada. 

fou  will  consider  it  as  a  part  of  your  duty  to  watch  over  those  interests 
correcting  any  erroneous  impressions,  and  by  bringing  forward  any 
iiUB  of  a  legal  or  ecjuitable  kind,  which  this  jiroTince  may  iMtssess,  on 
ount  of  its  territorial  {position  or  past  history. 

(oM  will  not  consider  yourself  as  authorized  to  conclude  any  negotia- 
(1,  or  to  assent  to  any  definite  ])lan  of  settlement  affecting  Canada, 
hout  reporting  the  jmrticulars  of  the  s^ime,  and  your  own  views  there- 
to his  Excellency  in  Council. 

lis  Excellency  has  full  and  complete  confidence  in  the  justice  and 
isideration  of  Her  Majesty's  (iovemment,  and  he  is  sure  that  the  in- 
estsand  feelings  of  Canada  will  be  ctmsulted  so  far  as  is  consistijnt  with 
'»t  and  justice.  The  people  of  Canada  desire  nothing  mt)re. 
^i»  Excellency  feels  it  particularly  necessiiry  that  the  importance  of 
wing  the  North  West  territory  against  the  sudden  and  unauthorized 
^  of  immigration  from  the  United  States  should  be  stnmgly  [>ressed. 
^ears  that  the  continued  vacancy  of  this  great  tract,  with  a  boundary 
marked  on  the  soil  itself,  may  lead  to  future  loss  and  injury  both  to 
gUnd  and  Cana<la.  He  wishes  you  to  "rge  the  expediency  of  making 
the  limita,  and  so  protecting  the  frontier  of  the  lands  above  Lake 
|>8rior.  about  the  Red  River  ,  and  from  thence  to  the  Pacific,  as  effect- 
^7  to  secure  them  against  violent  seizure,  or  irregular  settlement,  until 
'  advancing  tide  of  emigrants  from  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom 
f  fairly  flow  into  them,  snd  occupy  them  as  subjects  of  the  Queen,  on 
^  of  the  British  Empire. 

^ith  these  objects  in  view,  it  is  especially  impi>rtnnt  that  Her 
jesty'g  Government  should  guard  an}  renewal  of  a  license  of  occui>a- 
*  (should  such  be  determined  on),  or  any  recognition  of  rights  by  the 
ipany,  by  such  8tipulati<ms  as  will  cause  such  license,  or  such  rights,  not 
"^^•rfere  with  the  fair  and  legitimate  occupation  of  tracts  adapteil  for 
'dement. 

^^unnecessary,  of  course,  to  urge  in  any  way  the  future  imporUince 
Vancouver's  Island  as  the  key  to  all  British  North  America  on  the  side 
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of  the  Pacific,  situated  as  it  is  between  the  extensive  seaboard  of  Riwiin 
America,  and  the  vast  territory  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  cannot  foresee  the  course  which  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  may  see  fit  to  pursue  in  the  proposed  enquiiy,  or  d^ 
termine  beforehand  on  what  points  evidence  may  be  required. 

At  any  moment,  however,  his  Excellency  will  be  ready  to  attend  to 
your  suggestions,  and  supply  such  information,  either  by  ducumentur 
evidence,  or  by  witnesses  from  Canada,  as  you  may  think  uecesaary,  a&d 
he  may  be  able  to  send  over. 

You  will,  of  course,  act  up<m  such  fu^her  instructions  as  mayfroB 
time  to  time  he  conveyed  to  you  by  his  Excellency's  directions. 

1  have,  etc.. 

(Signed)    E.  A.  Meredith, 

AsiiMatU  ihtrtUir}i. 

Hon.    W.   H.  Draper  had  been  ten  years  on  the  bench  of 
Upper  Canada,  during  one  year  of  which  he  had  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Chief  Justice.     In  183(5,  he  was  a  ineml)er  of  the  Exe 
cutive  Council  of   the  province,  bein^  appointed  the  ye^r  fol- 
lowing, Solicitor-Cieneral,  and  in  1840  he  became   Attorney- 
(^ieneral,  a  position  which  he  held  until  in   1842  he  was  ele- 
vated to  the  bench.     He  was  therefore  highly  qualified  to  act 
iis  Canada's  representative,  and  the  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  the  conunittee  showed  marked  ability.     Acconling  to 
his  statement,  the  t'nquirv  instituted  by  the  British  House  of 
('ommons  particularly  afi'ected  the  intei'ests  of  Canada  from 
tliret^  p(^ints  of   view.     First,  very  materially  with  regjird  to 
tile  true  }M)undary  of  (\inada.     Secondly,  with   i^jganl  to  tht 
deep  interest  which  the  pec^ple  of  Canada  had  that  the  terri- 
tory under  (|U(*sti(>n  should  be  maintiiined  as  a  British  j)0sses- 
sion,  and  thirdly,  l)ecause  the  j)eople  of  Canada  looked  toita> 
a  country   into  which  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  extendi 
their   settlements.      He    admitte<l,    however,    that    so  lon^  a^ 
there  was  no   proper  means  of   communication  Ix^tweeii  thf 
])rovince  and  the  Hudson's  Hay  territory,  Canada  would  nut 
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U'  ill  ji  position  to  take  over  the  latter.  He  suggested,  there- 
fore, that  the  intervening  country  be  first  settled  upon,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  an  ad  interim  provision  be  made  for  the 
government  of  the  North- West.  He  expressed  the  opinion^ 
too,  that  Canada  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  work  of 
surveys  and  establishing  communication  on  the  understanding 
that  the  territory  would  be  eventually  transferred  under  its 
jurisdiction.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  disturbing  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  in  the  possession  of  their  forts  and  trade. 
Here  are  his  exact  words :  "  My  own  opinion  is,  that  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  peace  among  the  Indians,  and  prevent- 
ing difficulties  arising,  it  is  of  great  importance,  for  some  time 
at  all  events  (I  should  say  a  limited  time),  that  the  Hudson 's^ 
Bay  Company  should  maintain  those  stations,  and  that  trade 
which  they  have  hitherto  carried  on,  which  have  kept   the 

Indians  at  peace I  should  not  be  speaking  candidly  or 

fairly  to  the  committee  if  I  did  not  say  that  I  think  a  very 
^ge  portion  of  those  (in  Canada)  who  are  most  prominent  in 
the  movement,  are  so  from  a  desire  to  share  in  the  commercial 
profits  of  the  fur  trade ;  I  think  that  that  is  unquestionable  ; 
^^  I  think  there  is  another  portion  of  them,  and  a  very  con- 
Mderable  portion,  too,  who  look  to  future  consecjuence  more 
*"*^  to  that  question.  ....  Looking  upon  the  determina- 
^^  of  Canada  as  a  contingent  determination,  to  depend  upon 
the  result  of  survey  and  exploration,  I  should  suggest  that 
while  that  state  of  things,  namely,  the  contingency  on  the  one 
®^®  exists,  on  the  other  side,  the  exclusive  right  of  trade 
^^Id  exist  also ;  in  this  spirit  the  Imperial  Government  gave 
^  Uie  Hudsoti's  Bay  Company  the  power  of  settling  Van- 
^^vers  Island  for  a  limited  period,  and  it  is  in  the  nature,  I 
presume,  of  an  experiment.     I  would  ask,  on  the  part  of  Can- 
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ado,  to  hare  at  least  the  same  privileee  as  was  pna  to  tW 
Hadaon's  Bay  Company  to  Settle  this  oountiy,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  think  there  would  be  no  reasonaUe  groond  to  ob- 
ject to  the  Hudson's  Bay  CompaDy,  daxing  the  hum  tine, 
having  the  exclusive  ri^t  to  trade  as  I  have  snggeeted  H;  if 
Canada  can  do  nothing  with  that  country,  then  it  ia  lor  as- 
other  authority  to  dispose  of  the  whole  question.'' 

But  Chief  Justice  Draper  had  a  firm  belief  that  Quak 
could  do  something  with  the  country  in  the  way  of  defdof- 
ment,  and  in  proof  of  this  we  quote  t^ie  following  remaikihle 
words  spolceu  by  him  before  the  committee:  "Ibtqte.'hi 
said,  "  you  will  not  laugh  at  me  as  very  visionaiy,  but  I  Iwp< 
to  see  the  time,  or  that  my  children  may  see  the  time,  wImb 
there  is  a  niil\va_v  goiiij;  all  acri»RS  that  country  and  ending  »t 
the  Pacific :  and  so  far  na  individual  opinion  goes,  I  entorttio 
no  doubt  that  the  time  will  arrive  when  that  will  be  accom- 
plished." Twenty-eight  years  after  these  woiMs  were  uttenJ. 
the  last  spike  of  the  Cana<lian  Pacific  flailway  was  drives  by 
Sir  Donald  A.  Smith,  thus  completing  a  track  laid  frotu  oceu 
to  ocean. 

While  the  coimiiittee  was  sitting  in  Lotidou,  the  Provind*! 
House  of  Parliament  was  in  session  in  Canada,  and  a  coO' 
uiitte*!  of  that  House,  coun>osei-I  of  Hon.  Messra  Terrill  (cbair- 
iiian).  Kohnison.  Canchun,  Brown,  and  Solicitor-General  Smilli' 
v,-as  up|H)into<l  to  take  evidence  with  the  v\evr  of  ascertaiiunf 
whetlxT  all  the  repi-esoiitations  which  had  been  made  »  ^ 
the  impussihility  uf  approaching  the  North- West,  and  ^  •* 
the  coiiiparativfly  small  ((uantity  of  fertile  soil  capable  <rf 
suppoiting  an  agricultui'al  population,  were  well  founded  iv 
not.  Thf  \vitnes.sfs  examined  were,  Allan,  MacDonell,  GeorP 
(ila'hiiaii,   ami  William  MacD.   Dawson,  and  tjjeir  testiiucioy' 
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lich  was  rather  unfavorable  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
IS  sent  home  for  the  con8i<leration  of  the  committee  in  Eng- 
h1. 

The  ^ohiminous  evidence  collected  by  the  committee  of  the 
itish  House  of  Commons  embraced  every  subject  of  any  im- 
it^mce  relating  to  the  North-West,  the  fur  trade,  and  the 
ministration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  the  report 
this  testimony,  with  the  various  documents  pertaining  to  it, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  publications  on  the  subject  ever 
met!.  The  space  at  our  command  forbids  dealing  with  its 
iitents  as  we  would  have  liked  to  do,  but  there  is  one  point 
which  mention  should  be  made. 

The  question  of  the  boundary  between  Canada  and  the  Hud- 
ns  Bay  territory  was  an  important  one,  and,  in  submitting  a 
iemoran<lum  which  he  had  prepared  on  the  subject,  Chief 
»stice  Draper  thus  alludes  to  it:  "As  the  construction  of  the 
iiiiruatre  of  the  chaiier,  and  the  extent  of  the  territorj''  pur- 
>rtiiig  to  \ye  granted,  are  involved,  it  may  be  considered  de- 
fable  that  the  niatter  should  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  C-om- 
ittee  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  this  event,  I  venture  to  re- 
^^i,  that  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  Province  may  be  per- 

• 

Ht^l  to  atti»nd  to  watch  the  argument,  and,  if  it  be  deemed 
"^^eiisarv,  that  they  may  be  heard  in  support  of  those  views 
•^ich  more  immediately  affect  the  interests  of  Canada. 
"I  have  suggested  a  reference  to  the  Judicial  Committee,  be- 
^se  I  think  its  opinion  would  command  the  ready  acquies- 
^<?  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  as  to  their  legal  rights,  and 
"^Hxxse  I  believe  they  entertain  a  very  strong  opinion  that  a 
^iderable  portion  of  the  territory  occupied  or  claimed  by 
'^  Hudson's  Bay  Company  will  be  found  to  lie  within  the 
^per  limits  of  the  Province. 


316  HISTORY   OF   THE   NORTH-WEST. 

"  Whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  sever  this  from  the  more 
gouei*al  question  of  the  legality  and  validity  of  the  charter,  is 
a  matter  I  shoubl  d(»sire  to  leave  for  vour  consideration,  bat 
in  any  event  1  think  it  expedient  that  counsel  should  be  per- 
nntte<l  to  attend,  to  watch  the  interests  of  the  Province.** 

The  nienioran<luni  ]>repare<I  by  Chief  Justice  Draper  con- 
chules  as  follows:  "Enough,  it  is  hojKjd,  has  been  state<i  U)  shew 
that  the  lin»its  of  the  Huds<jn's  Bay  Company's  territory*  are 
as  oi>en  to  tpiestion  now  as  they  have  ever  l)een,  and  th*t 
when  called  upon  to  «lefine  them,  in  the  last  century,  tliey  JiJ 
not  a<lvance  the  claim  now  set  up  by  them  :  and  that  even 
when  thev  were  detinint;  the  lx)undarv  which  thev  desired  to 
obtain,  under  the  Treaty  of  Utre»cht,  at  a  periiMl  most  favor- 
able to  theuL  tlu'V  dt'si^rnatt'd  one  inconsistfut  with  thfir 
present  prt^teii.sions,  and  which,  if  it  had  Inivn  acceptvJ  by 
Franet',  w<»\ild  liavr  left  no  trilling  portion  of  the  territMrv  itf 
])art  of  tlie  Pr(»vinee  of  Cana<la. 

•  So  far  a.s  has  been  ascertained,  the  claim  t^)  all  the  cnuntry 
the  waters  of  which  ran  into  Hu<ison's  Bav.  was  not  advamr*! 
until  thf  time  that  the  comjiany  took  tht^  opinions  of  the  late 
Sir  Samuel  Komillv,  Messrs.  Cruise.  Holvrovd.  Scarlett  auJ 
Ht^ll.  Without  presuming  in  the  slightest  degree  to  questi'^n 
the  hiixli  authority  of  the  t.»minent  men  alx)ve-namLMl.  it  iiwy 
Ih'  oliserved  that  Sir  Artliur  Pigott.  Serjeant  Sjmukif.  ^^^ 
Vieary  ( libbs,  Mr.  Mearcroft.  and  Mr.  (now  Ixa'd)  Bi'Oiifrhai"' 
tonk  a  widely  ditlerent  view  of  the  letfal  validitv  of  t lit*  char- 
t^r.  as  well  as  regards  the  indetinite  nature  of  the  territorial 
gi-aiit.  as  in  j^tlier  im]M>rtant  particulai*s. 

•  ( )f  the  vi-ry  serious  bearing  of  this  question  on  tlu*  inti'^* 
e>ts  of  ( 'ana'la.  thei't*  can  l>ti  no  <loubt.  Bv  the  Act  of  l'*"** 
til*'  Province  of  (^)ui*brc  is  to  'extend  westward  to  the  Uuikscf 
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the  Mississippi,  and  northward  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  territory  granted  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England 
trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,' 

"And  in  the  division  of  the  Provinces,  under  statute  of  1791, 
the  line  watt  declared  to  run  due  north  from  Lake  Teniiscain- 
ary,  '  to  the  boundary  line  of  Hudson's  Bay,"  and  the  Upper 
Province  is  declared  to  consist  '  of,  or  include  all  that  part  of 
Canada  lying  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  said  line.' 

■■  The  union  of  the  Provinces  has  given  to  Canada  the 
boundaries  which  the  two  separate  Provinces  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  had ;  the  northern  boundary  beinjj  the  terri- 
tory granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

■'  It  is  now  becoming  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Province 
of  Canada  to  know  accurately  where  that'boundary  is.  Plans 
for  internal  communication,  connected,  with  schemes  for  agri- 
eoltaral  settlements,  and  for  opening  n»»v  fields  for  commer- 
cial enterprise,  are  all,  more  or  less,  dependent  upon  or  aflfected 
by  this  question  ;  and  it  is  to  Her  Jfujesty's  Government  alone 
that  the  people  of  Canada  can  look  for  a  solution  of  it.  The 
tighta  of  the  Hudsou's  Bay  Company,  whatever  they  may  be, 
are  derived  from  the  Crown ;  the  Province  of  Canada  has  its 
boundaries  assigned  by  the  same  authority ;  and,  now  that  it 
appears  to  be  indispensable  that  those  boundaries  should  be 
■ettJed,  and  the  true  limits  of  Canada  ascertained,  it  is  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  Pi-ovince  appeals  to  take  such 
•teps,  as  in  its  wisdom  are  deemed  fitting  or  necessary,  to 
have  this  important  question  set  at  rest." 

Oo  the  31st  July,  the  committee  agreed  finally  upon  their 
report,  after  Mr.  Christy  had  proposed  one  of  his  own,  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  a  sot  of  resolutions.  The  following  is  the 
report  aa  agreed  to ;— 
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1.  The  near  approach  of  the  period  when  the  license  of  exdouTe  trade, 
granted  in  1838,  for  21  years,  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com])any  over  that 
north -western  portion  of  British  America,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  must  expire,  would  alone  make  it  necetiaiy  tint  the 
condition  of  the  whole  of  the  vjist  regions  which  are  under  the  admiiiM- 
tration  of  the  com()any  should  be  carefully  considered  ;  but  there  are 
other  circumstances  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  conmiittee,  would  hate 
rendered  such  a  course  the  duty  of  the  Parliament  and  GoTemmeiit  o( 
this  country. 

2.  Among  these,  your  committee  would  specially  enumerate,— the 
growing  desire  of  our  Canadian  fellow-subjects  that  the  means  of  extoi- 
sion  and  regular  settlement  sliould  be  afforded  to  them,  over  a  portion  of 
this  territory  ;  the  necessity  of  providing  suitably  for  the  admioietiBtioo 
of  the  affairs  of  Vana^uver  Island,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  set- 
tlement which  has  been  formed  on  the  Red  River. 

3.  Your  connnitt«e  have  received  much  valuable  evidence  on  theee  aod 
other  subjects  connected  with  the  inquiry  which  has  been  entrusted  to 
them,  and  especially  have  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  statements  o^ 
Chief  Justice  Draper,  who  was  conmiifssioned  by  the  Government  of  Csn- 
nda  to  watch  this  inquiry.  In  addition  to  this,  your  committee  have 
received  the  evidence  taken  before  a  counnittee  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, apptanted  to  investigate  this  subject,  containing  much  valuaWe 
information  in  reference  to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  that  imiK)rUn^ 
colony,  which  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight  on  this  occasion. 

4  Your  connuittee  have  also  had  the  opinion  of  the  law  otiicersof  the 
Crown  coniuiunicjited  to  them,  on  various  points  connect^  with  the 
charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conq)any. 

5.  The  territory  over  which  the  conqjany  now  exercise  rights  is  <™ 
three  descri[)tiona  :  — 

Ist.  The  land  held  by  charter,  or  Rupert's  Land. 

2nd.   The  land  held  bv  license,  or  the  Indian  Territorv. 

3rd.   Vancouver's  Island. 

6.  For  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  these  countrie.s  are  severally 
connected  with  the  company,  your  committee  would  refer  to  the  evi»lenc* 
they  have  received  and  the  ilocuments  appended  to  their  rejwrt. 

7.  Among  the  various  objects  of  imperial  policy,  which  it  is  iniportaDt 
to  attain,  your  committee  consider  that  it  is  essential  u>  njeet  the  ]^ 
and  reasonable  wishes  of  Cana<la,  to  be  enabled  to  annex  to  her  ierrit*»J7 
such  portion  of  the  laml  in  her  neij<hbf)rhood  as  may  be  available  to  hei 
for  the  purposes  of  settlement,  with  which  lands  she  is  willing  to  ope^ 
and  maintain  C(jnnnunicati<»ns,  and  for  which  she  will  provide  the  nit**"* 
of  local  administration.      Ynur  committee  apprehend  that  the  districtfl  ^ 
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he  Red  River  and  the  Saskatchewan  are  among  those  likely  to  be  desir- 
id  lor  early  occu|>ation.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  peace  and 
jpwd  order  of  those  districts  should  be  effectually  secured.  Your  com- 
nittoe  trust  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  effecting  arrangements  as 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  by 
which  these  districte  may  be  ceded  to  Canada  on  equitable  principles,  and 
within  the  districts  thus  annexed  to  her,  the  authority  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  would  of  course  entirely  cease. 

8.  Tour  committee  think  it  best  to  content  themselves  with  indicating 
tbeoutUnes  of  such  a  scheme,  leaving  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
rounder  its  details  more  maturely  before  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  prepar- 
ed, which  will  probably  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

9.  In  case,  however,  Canada  should  not  be  willing,  at  a  very  early 
period,  to  undertake  the  government  of  the  Red  River  District,  it  may  be 
proper  to  consider  whether  some  temporary  provision  for  its  administra- 
tion,  may  not  be  advisable. 

10.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  to  terminate 
the  connection  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  Vancouver's  Island, 
M  soon  18  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  as  the  best  means  of  favoring  the 
<ieTelopment  of  the  great  natural  advantages  of  that  important  colony; 
■SttB  should  also  be  provided  for  the  ultimate  extension  of  the  colony 
o'w  any  portion  of  the  adjoining  continent,  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  on  which  permanent  settlement  may  be  found  practicable. 

11.  A»  to  those  extensive  regions,  whether  in  Rupert's  Land,  or  in  the 
Indian  Territor}%  in  which  for  the  present,  at  least,  there  can  be  no  pros- 
P^  of  permanent  settlement,  to  any  extent,  by  the  European  race,  for 
^e  purposes  of  colonization,  the  opinion  at  which  your  committee  have 
^ved  is  mainly  founded  on  the  folio  wing,  considerations  :  1st,  The  great 
**pt)rtance  to  the  more  peopled  portions  of  British  North  America  that 
^*  and  order  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  maintained  in  these  terri- 
t«)rieK ;  2nd,  The  fatal  effects  which  they  believe  would  infallibly  result 
to  the  Indian  population  from  a  system  of  open  competition  in  the  fur 
''^de,  and  the  consequent  introduction  of  spirits  in  a  far  greater  degree 
^n  is  the  case  at  present ;  and  3rd,  The  probability  of  the  indiscriminate 
^ruction  of  the  more  valuable  fur-bearing  ai)imals  in  the  course  of  a 
'•»  yoan. 

^  For  these  reasons,  your  committee  are  of  c»pinion  that  whatever  may 
^ the  validity,  or  otherwise,  of  the  rights  clnimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
^^^'i&ptny  under  the  charter,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  continue  to 
**joy  the  privilege  of  exclusive  trade,  which  they  now  possess,  except  so 
^  u  those  privileges  are  limited  by  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

^3.  Your  committee  have  now  specified  the  princi})al  objects  which 
^St  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  attain.     How  far  the  chartered  rights 
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clninied  by  the  HuiIbiiii'b  Baj  Company  nuty  prove  mi  ubMncle  tu  Hiar 
attainment,  they  nxe  not  nble,  with  nny  certunty,  to  My.  IC  tik  diffi- 
culty is  tu  be  solved  by  tiniieable  HdjuHtineiit,  auch  *  cuuim  will  !>«  bat 
(iromoted  by  the  Govetnment,  After  communication  with  the  compuij.ii 
well  (ut  with  the  Government  of  Ciuudii,  nther  than  by  detitiled  tDsgf' 
tioiw  enuuutting  from  thiM  committee. 

14.  Your  committee  ciuinot  doubt  but  that,  when  Huch  gnn  int«nil> 
are  at  (take,  aU  the  jmrtioi  oimcenied  will  ajipruach  the  Hubject  inn  npiiit 
<if  conciliation  and  justice,  and  they  therefore  indulge  a  confident  hif« 
that  the  Government  will  be  enabled,  in  the  neit  Beaaion  of  Pirtiiiuent. 
to  present  A  Bill  which  Mhall  lay  the  foundation  of  any  equiuUe  ul 
latiafiMJtory  arrangement,  in  the  event,  which  they  coiwider  ptnlablt,  it 
It^dalation  being  found  iiecMHarjr  for  that  purpuae. 

SlHtJuIy,  1867. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

:CLIXE   OF  THE    HUDSON'S   BAY   COMPANY'S   AUTHORITY. 


E  result  of  the  Sayer  trial,  and  the  demonstration  of  the 
i^eeds  caused  by  it,  was  the  temporary  removal  of  Judge 
from  the  bench,  and,  for  about  a  year  afterwards,  Gov- 
Caldwell  acted  in  his  place,  but  a  military  officer  was 
r  a  suitable  dispenser  of  the  law,  and  in  1850,  Mr.  Thom 
gain  called  upon  to  officiate.     His  first  case  was  about  as 
tunate  in  its  results^  as  that  of  Sayer,  only  on  this  occa- 
he  dissatisfaction  caused  by  his  administration  of  the  law 
:>t  rest  with  the  half-breeds,  but  with  the  governor  and 
•s  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     The  action  in  question 
hat  of  Foss  vs.  Pelly,  brought  by  an  officer  of  pensioners 
*iit  in  the  settlement,  against  an  officer  in  the  company's 
i«  and  others,  and  Governor  Caldwell,  believing  that  a 
miscarriage  of  justice  had  been  perpetrated,  addressed  a 
iient  of  his  views  to  the  board  of  the  company  in  Lon- 
The  result  was  the  permanent  removal  of  Judge  Thom 
the  bench,  and  his  appointment  as  clerk  of  the  court, 
1  he  held  until  1854,  when  he  left  the  settlement  and  re- 
d  to  England.     Colonel  Caldwell  presided  at  the  sittings 
e  court  while  Mr.  Thom  acted  as  clerk,  and  on  the  retire- 
of  the  latter,  Mr.  Johnson  (afterwards  Sir  Francis  John- 
became    Recorder,  a  position    whicjh    he   occupied   until 
From  the  time  of  the  Foss  vs.  Pelly  trial,  down  to  the 
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departure  of  Recorder  Johnson,  a  period  of  ei^ht  years,  no  I 
events  of  a  startling  nature  occurred  to  disturb  the  eqnanimiiy  I 
of  the  court,  although  violation  of  the  law,  so  far  as  it  referred 
to  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  fre- 
quently took  place.  Indeed  from  the  time  of  the  Sayer  trial, 
the  company  may  be  said  to  have  almost  ceased  to  enforce  ite 
claims  in  that  direction.  Recorder  Johnson  therefore  had  an 
easy  and  pleasant  time  of  it,  and  after  his  departure,  his  oflSce 
remained  vacant  till  1862,  the  duties  pertaining  to  it  bein|r 
performed  by  Dr.  Bunn,  the  principal  medical  practitioner  in 
the  settlement. 

From  1855  till  1857,  there  were  no  regular  troops  at  Red 
River,  but  in  the  latter  year  a  company  of  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Rifles  was  stiitioiied  at  Fort  Oarry,  and  remained  theiv 
until  I8(il,  when  they  returned  to  Canada  by  ship  from  York 
Factory,  and  from  that  time  on  no  force  of  soldiere  was  em- 
j>loyed  in  tlie  settlement  during  the  regime  of  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  Company. 

Tlie  report  of  tlie  committee  of  1857  Ixicame  fairly  well 
known  at  Red  River,  and  tliis,  combined  with  the  knowleJtjr 
tliat  tlie  license  of  the  eoni])any  would  soon  expire,  tended  to 
lesson  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
])anv  in  tlio  minds  of  most  of  the  settlei's.  In  May.  1859,  the 
licensr  ^ranted  in  18^^S  terminated,  and  before  its  expiration. 
Sir  Edward  Buhver  Lvtton.  wlio  was  then  Secretary  of  Statt' 
lor  tlie  Colonies,  oflere*!  to  extend  it  first  for  a  perio<l  of  one 
year,  and  afterwards  for  two  yeai>i,  Ijoth  of  which  were  de- 
clined  by  the  company,  wlio  i^ave  the  following  reasons  for  do- 
iii;^:  so  :  '  That  the  acceptance  on  their  pait  of  the  license  for 
any  period  of  shorter  <luration  than  that  which  had  l)et»n 
usually  ^ranttMl  since  tlie  passinij  of  the  Act  of  1st  and  "iud 
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Geo.  4th,  Cap.  66,  would  in  their  opinion  only  further  increase 
the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  state  of  suspense  in 
which  the  question  had  been  kept  for  the  last  two  years.  So 
far  from  strengthening,  it  would  paralyze,  their  authority, 
even  within  their  own  territory,  from  the  impression  it  would 
create  of  the  approaching  termination  of  that  authority." 

The  Canadian  Government,  expecting  probably  that  some 
immediate  action  would  be  taken  on  the  line  proposed  by  Chief 
Justice  Draper  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  regard  to  surveys  and  explorations,  fitted  out  an  explor- 
ing expedition,  under  the  command  of  Simon  J.  Dawson,  civil 
engineer,  and  Henrj'  Youle  Hind,  M.A.,  each  of  whom  had 
charge  of  a  separate  department  of  the  work.  Mr.  Dawson 
wd  his  party  started  from  Toronto  in  July,  and  surveyed 
*long  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  commencing  at  Fort 
William,  and  during  the  succeeding  winter  he  carried  his 
operations  to  the  coast  of  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  Red  River,  be- 
tween Fort  Alexander  and  Pembina,  making  Fort  Garry  his 
head-quarters.  In  the  spring  he  conducted  a  survey  westward 
to  the  Saskatchewan,  and  on  his  return  directed  his  attention 
l*rticularly  to  that  portion  of  the  country  between  Rainy  Lake 
^^  Lake  Superior,  completing  his  laboi's  in  1859.  Professor 
Hind's  work  was  directed  to  the  geological  nature  of  the  coun- 
^'  its  natural  history,  general  topography,  and  he  was  also 
^^pected  to  report  upon  the  character  of  its  soil  and  vegeta- 
"^^-  He  made  a  thorough  examination  of  these  in  co-opera- 
won  with  the  surveying  party  during  the  sunnner  of  1857, 
^^  returned  to  Canada  in  the  autumn.  In  the  spring  of  the 
'Allowing  year,  however,  he  renewed  hia  exploratory  work, 
*^^  ^xamineil  the  country  along  the  rivers  Assiniboine  and 
*^katchewan,  which  occupied  until  September.     Hind's  book 
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relating  to  theee  expediUtms,  which  he  aherwaids  pobbfe 
eontainas  vast amoant of  valoableinfcninaticBKxmettmiigtl 
capalulitiee  of  Uie  N<Hth-West,  and  warred  to  draw  atteob 
to  the  coDQtiy.  As  an  outcome  of  the  Dawaon-ffind  opn 
tSooB,  and  ^ao  in  Una  with  Chief  Dt^mf'b  propoaala  ngwdb 
the  opening  up  of  communication,  the  Canadian  Qonnuiie 
made  an  attempt,  in  1858,  to  establiah  a  mail  Berrice  betm 
Canada  and  the  settlement,  but  after  a  two  years  trial  it  i 
abandoned  as  a  ^lure.  Previous  to  1853,  the  postsl  aarri 
ccmmated  only  of  the  packets  of  the  company  twice  a  ywr.o 
via  York  Factory  in  summer,  and  t^e  other  overland  in  winl 
from  Canada.  In  1853,  however,  a  mail  aervioe  was  raguii 
by  the  settlers  once  a  month,  from  Fort  Qarry  to  FotI  B 
ley,  where  it  connected  with  the  United  States  postal  sysb 
and  in  1862,  the  American  Goremment  having  arranged  s 
weekly  mail  to  Pembina,  the  authorities  at  Bed  River  increa 
theirs  to  once  a  week. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  fact  that  traders  in  the  t 
tlement  carried  on  business  with  the  United  States,  wh 
made  them  independent  of  the  English  market,  and  the  ro 
via  York  Factory.  In  1859.  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  w 
induced  to  trj'  the  plan  of  bringing  in  supplies  by  way  of 
Paul,  and  in  that  year  brought  in  a  large  consignment  of  go 
over  the  prairie  to  Pembina,  and  thence  to  Fort  Garry,  tl 
establishing,  on  a  tinn  basis  as  it  were,  this  means  of  « 
inuuication  with  the  settlement.  The  company  were  so  » 
satisfied  with  their  experiment  in  this  direction  that,  in  1^ 
they  placed  n  small  steamer,  the  Pioneer,  on  the  Red  River 
ply  between  Fort  Abercroinbie,  in  Minnesota,  and  Fort  Oar 
'Hie good.s  woi-e  then  convoyed  by  wafj^n  from  St  Pvd 
the  point  where  they  were  loade<l  on  the  boat  for  trsnspwt 
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tile  settlement.  The  original  name  of  the  Pioneer  was  the 
Anion  Northu}),  and  the  little  steamer  was  built  on  the  Red 
River,  although  her  machinery  at  one  time  belonged  to  a  Mis- 
siasippi  boat,  and  was  transported  overland  from  St.  Paul. 
The  Pioneer  gave  way,  in  the  spring  of  1862,  to  a  larger 
steamer,  the  International,  which  the  company  built  at  George- 
town, and  which  was  150  feet  long,  30  feet  beam,  with  a  ton- 
nage of  133  J  tons. 

The  possession  of  a  large  steamer  on  the  Red  River,  which 
was  run  almost  entirely  for  their  own  use,  gave  the  Hudson's 
^y  Company  an  advantage  over  the  free  traders,  who  con- 
tinued to  utilize  the  cart  trail  over  the  prairie. 

Events  in  the  march  of  progress  took  place  rapidly  about 
this  time,  for  in  1859  the  first  newspaper  at  Red  River  made 

• 

'to  appearance,  and  was  published  once  a  fortnight.  The 
paper,  which  was  destined  to  play  an  important  part  in  oppos- 
ing the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  was  named  the  Nor* -Wester, 
and  Was  established  by  Buckingham  and  Caldwell,  two  Cana- 
dian journalists,  who  conducted  it  until  1860,  when  Mr.  James 
'*^.  a  writer  of  no  mean  attainments,  became  associated  with 
i^»  Mr.  Buckingham  retiring. 

*n  1852  aiid  1861,  the  Red  River  again  overflowed  its 
"^ks,  the  settlement  being  inundated,  and  the  floods  were 
'^owed  in  1857  and  1864  by  visitations  of  grasshoppers,  de- 
vaatating  the  crops  throughout  the  countrj^  as  in  1818.  But 
^^withstanding  these  drawbacks,  the  settlement  prospered 
®^  year,  the  settlers*  buildings  and  farms  shewing  marked 
'^Pis  of  improvement,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Garry 
*  ^^w  stores  and  dwellings  were  erected,  where  a  good  deal  of 
^'^ing  was  carried  on  with  the  Indians,  half-breeds,  and  in- 
'^l>itants  generally. 
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Ill  the  meantime,  the   task  of  governing  the  country  re- 
mained  in   the   hands  of   the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the 
revenues  being   derived  chiefly  from  customs  duties,  which 
were  levied  at  a  uniform  rate  (spirituous  liquors  excepted)  of 
four  per  cent,  on  the  net  invoice  price  of  the  goods.    The  ex- 
ceptions to  this  rule  were  articles  designed  for  Indian  mis- 
sions, stationery,  bar  iron,  steel,  scientific  instruments,  agricul- 
tural implements,  seeds,  roots,  plants,  tombstones,  grindstones, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  there  was  no  export  duty.     Four  stations  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  were  established  at  Point  Coup^. 
Upper  and  Lower  Fort  Garry,  and  White  Horse  Plains,  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  paid  duty,  as  well  as  the  settlers, 
on  all  merchandise  used  by  them  in  the  settlement.     The  duty 
on  spirituous  li(|Uoi*s  was  one  shillintj:  sterliiif^  per  gallon,  anJ 
onco  a  year,  irenerallv  in   December,  the   maijistrates  sat  as  a 
bonnl,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  licenses  to  distil  and  ivtail 
li<jUor,  the  limit  being  any  quantity  less  than  five  gallon;?,  an'l 
tlu*  cost  of  tht*  license  ten  pounds.     Any  person  convicti**!  of 
selling  without  a  license  Wiis  tine<l  ten   pounds,  ami  the  obj*^'- 
tion  of  a  majority  of  his  twelve  nearest  neighboi'S  was  fatvu 
to  any   can(li<late  for  a  retail  license.     No  liquor  was  aliowi**! 
to  l3e  sold  before  six  o'clock   in  tlu'  morning  and  after  ton  ^^ 
niirht,  or  on    Sundav,  an<l  sellin<r  intoxicants  to   Indians  wa> 
]»rohibited  und^M"  heavy  |)t*nalties. 

Tiir  ])ubliL-  fxpeinliture  was  chiefly  for  the  maintenance  of 
roads  and  building  of  bridges,  the  work  being  in  cliar^^'  of 
ten  superintendents  in  different  jjarts  of  the  country,  and  two 
survevoi-s  to  fix  boun<laries,  survev  lots,  and  arbitrate  in  can*^ 
ot*  dispute  relating  t<>  land  matters. 

Laws  exist<Ml  for  tlie  ])reveiition  of  prairie  fires.  a^^nn>i 
damages  «l(>n<-  by  cattle  wandering  at  large,  for  the  ivgnlatio" 
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hay-cutting,  offering  premiums  for  the  killing  of  wolves, 
kktiug  to  debt,  the  sale  of  immovable  property,  and  attach- 
mi  in  the  case  of  absconding  debtors,  etc.,  etc,  etc. 
There  were  petty  courts,  three  in  number,  established  for 
e  hearing  of  cases  of  minor  importance,  such  as  the  recovery 
a  debt  under  five  pounds,  petty  offences  involving  a  fine  of 
» than  forty  shillings,  and  certain  infractions  of  the  liquor 
w.  These  courts  were  held  in  some  cases  once  a  month,  and 
others  only  six  times  a  year,  and  they  were  presided  over 
•  a  president  and  two  petty  magistrates.  There  were  also 
stices  of  the  peace  appointed  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
y,  a  coroner  and  sheriff  for  the  whole  settlement,  and  a  con- 
ibulary  of  twelve  men,  whose  duties,  however,  were  of  a 
«ninal  character,  as  the  work  of  maintaining  order  rested 
iefly  ^-ith  three  special  constables.  There  was  also  a  Gen- 
ii Quarterly  Court,  presided  over  by  the  Governor,  or  a 
Ige  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  a  V)ench  of  magistrates 
try  the  more  important  cases. 

This  short  outline  of  the  progress  of  the  settlement  and  the 
Jtitutions  established  for  the  regulation  of  law  and  order, 
indicate  a  more  advanced  state  of  affairs  among  the  settlers 
the  Red  River,  a  greater  degree  of  confidence  in  themselves, 
1  more  independence  of  feeling.  With  the  expiration  of 
'  company's  license  the  question  of  their  exclusive  privileges 
s  no  longer  to  be  feared,  and  free  trading,  in  different  parts 
the  country,  increased  rapidly.  The  uncertainty  of  the 
Qpany's  position  as  a  governing  power,  however,  tended  to 
*ken  its  influence  in  that  respect  with  the  settlers,  and 
t^  being  no  force  at  their  command  to  enforce  the  laws  if 
Pessary,  they  governed  a  good  deal  by  moral  suasion,  and, 
xnigh  the  good-will  and  law-abiding  character  of  a  majority 
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of  the  people.  But  tliis  was  not  a  safe  position  fc 
sotlioritieB  to  be  in,  especially  when  intriguers  and  a^ 
were  at  work  to  overthrow  them,  and  who  might,  at  rh; 
sacoeed  in  eountiiiK  poUic  opmon  against  tiun. 

The  officers  of  the  HadsoD'e  Bmy  Gompai^  xmlind  ti 
sotisfiKtory  pontion  thejr  oeenpied  u  mien,  and  ereritt, 
we  will  telate  in  a  sabaeqaent  cb^ttrar,  soon  prom 
powerlew  tiiey  were,  and  caused  them  to  (^nnty  exf 
denxe  to  be  relieved  from  the  re^xmnlnUty. 


CHAPTER   XXI. 

OOTIATIONS    FOR  THE  TRANSFER   OF    THE   NORTH-WEST 

TO    CANADA. 

1858,  the  British  Government  decided  to  make  V^ancou- 
land  a  Crown  colony,  and,  in  anticipation  of  such  a  deci- 
iight  Hon.  H.  Labouchere,  Secretary  of  State  in  1856, 
nstnictions  to  Governor  Douglas  to  call  together  an 
bly  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  machinery  of  future 
^tion  in  that  part  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions. 

clause  1 1  of  the  instructions  sent  at  that  time,  the  fol- 
?  w(H*ds  appear  :  "  An  additional  reason  in  favor  of  the 
i  which  I  now  prescribe  is  to  be  found  in  the  circum- 
i  that  the  relations  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company  with 
rown  must  necessarily  undergo  revision  before  or  in  the 

1859.  The  position  and  future  government  of  Vancou- 
Island  will  then  unavoidably  pass  under  review,  and  if 

iifficulty  should  be  experienced  in  carrying  into  execu- 
any  present  instructions,  a  convenient  opportunity  will 
forded  for  reconsidering  them." 

I  the  30th  May,  1859,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
Je  to  exclusive  trade  in  British  Columbia  expired,  and  on 
oUowing  3rd  November,  Governor  Douglas,  by  instruc- 

froni  the  British  Government,  proclaimed  its  revocation, 
raising  it  to  the  position  of  a  Crown  colony.     Previous  to 

the  home  authorities  expressed  a  willingness  to  renew 
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the  license  of  the  company,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  North- 
West,  east  of  the  inonntains,  for  a  term  of  21  yeara,  at  tb« 
same  time  ofl'ering  to  refer  the  question  of  the  Caiiadi&c 
boundary  to  the  Privy  Council,  if  both  parties  consented 
The  Secretary  of  State,  however,  refuseil  to  allow  the  validity 
of  the  charter  to  be  called  in  question,  during  the  propoeeil 
proceedings,  and  the  Canadian  Govemnient  thereupon  detliu- 
eil  the  offer,  on  the  ground  that  Canada  should  not  he  ei- 
pecteil  to  conijiensate  the  company  for  any  portion  of  t«rritory 
under  »uch  conditiona 

Then-  was  about  that  time  a  strong  feeling  in  Canada  that 
the  whole  of  the  North-Weat  Territory  ought  to  be  undn 
Canadian  Oovernnient,  and  as  early  as  185(i,  Honorable  Mr. 
Vankoiighni't,  then  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
Caiiiidii.  at  a  public  meeting,  d^^clared  that  he  sought  a  Ijound- 
ary  for  ('aiiado  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  that  no  charter 
couM  give  to  a  hridy  of  men  control  over  half  a  continent.  anJ 
that  he  would  not  rest  until  that  charter  was  abolished. 

The  Hinlson's  liny  Comi>any  at  this  peritKl  appear  to  havr 
heen  willing  to  come  to  terms  for  the  transfer  of  a  |X)rtion  of 
tlie  Nortli-West  Territory  to  Canada,  although  they  held  thai 
to  •\o  wi  would  likely  entail  loss  u])on  them,  through  an  in- 
weiisf  of  cxi>en3i'  in  conducting  their  trade.  But  tlie  Cana- 
dian (Sovennnent  insisted  U]k)ii  testing  the  validity  of  thr 
chaittT,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  clau.'^e,  taken  from  the 
joint  Hihhvs.s  of  the  Ijegislative  (.'ouncil  and  Assembly.  t<j  thr 
Queiii.  in  August,  J85W:  "That  Canada,  whose  rights  sIaikI 
allVctcd  hy  that  clmrter  to  which  she  was  not  a  part_\-,  and  thi' 
validity  nf  wliich  lias  Iwen  ipie.Htioned  for  more  than  acentun 
;ind  a  half,  has,  in  our  iiumhli'  opinion,  a  right  to  request  from 
vour  Majesty's  IiiipfHiil  Government,  a  decision  of  this  qu«=- 
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tion,  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  discussions  and  ques- 
tions of  conflicting  rights,  prejudicial  as  well  to  your  Majesty "s 
hnperial  Government,  as  to  Canada,  and  which,  while  un- 
settled, must  prevent  the  colonization  of  the  country." 

Following  this,  on  the  4th  September,  a  minute  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive  Council  of  Canada  was  transmitted  to  Sir  Eidward 
Bulwer  Lytton,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  which 
drew  attention  to  the  importance  of  opening  a  direct  line  of 
communication,  by  railway  or  otherwise,  from  Canada,  through 
the  Red  River  and  Saskatchewan  Territories,  to  Fraser's  River 
and  Vancouver  Island.  About  this  time,  Messrs.  Cartier,  Boss 
*nd  Gait,  visited  England,  in  connection  with  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  Company  question,  and  intimated  to  Sir  Eklward  Bulwer 
Lytton  that  the  Canadian  Government  would  undertake  the 
necessary  legal  proceedings  to  test  the  validity  of  the  charter ; 
bat  when  the  Secretary  of  State  wrote  to  the  authorities  in 
Canada,  on  the  22nd  Dec,  1858,  urging  them  to  take  this  step, 
be  received  a  reply  from  Sir  Eidmund  Head,  the  Govemor- 
^Jcneral,  dated  19th  April,  1859,  saying  that  his  Executive 
^ncil  would  not  advise  steps  to  be  taken  for  testing  the 
validity  of  the  charter  by  scire  facias. 

devious  to  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  Sir  Edward 
Bulwer  Lytton  had  written,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1859,  to  the 
^vernor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  urging  upon  him  to 
^^^^^  to  an  amicable  arrangement  with  Canada,  but,  finding 
^•^^t  no  understanding  could  be  effected  between  them,  he  re- 
vived to  test  the  validity  of  the  charter  before  the  Judicial 
^namittee  of  the  Privy  Council,  without  further  reference  to 
^^ada;  but,  before  this  could  be  accomplished,  his  party  went 
^^t  of  power,  and  he  resigned  office. 

In  1860  and  1861,  a  bill  was  contemplated   in  England  by 
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the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  to  facilitate  the  acquisition  from  the 
company,  of  lands  required  for  settlement,  copious  minuicft 
being  passed  on  the  subject,  which  entailed  a  greftt  deal  of 
correspondence  between  the  Government  and  the  CompiDy,li^ 
the  measure  was  never  actually  brought  before  pariiameo^ 
because  no  agreement,  satisfactory  to  both  sides,  ooaM  be  mx- 
rived  at     The  principle  of  the  bill  appears  to  have  been  tb^ 
the  Crown  might  take,  from  time  to  time,  soich  portioiis  of 
territory  as  might  be  required  for  colonisation  purposes, 
which  the  company  was  to  be  compensated,  bat  the 
from  which  compensation  was  to  be  derived  was  not  stated. 

The  Canadian  Government  next  addressed  a  letter  to 
Dallas,  the  resident  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  CompiS»JF 
in  Montreal,  on  the  15th  April,  1862,  expressing  an  nigeviA 
desire  to  come  to  some  amicable  arrangement^  by  which  a  im^^ 
and  tel^^ph  line  could  be  constructed,  tiirougfa  the  oompsDy'i' 
territory,  in  order  to  unite  Canada  with  British  Columbia,  and 
to  open  the  fertile  portions  of  the  territory  to  aettkment 

To  this,  Mr.  Dallas  replied  as  follows : — 


While  fully  fuhnittin^  the  force  of  the  above  ai^^^uments,  and  the 
mediate  necessity  of  some  amingements  being  come  to,  I  am  reluctantlT' 
compelled  to  admit  my  iiiability  to  meet  the  Government  of  Canada  is 
this  forwanl  m(»vement,  for  the  following  reaiionii : — 

The  Red  River  and  Saskatchewan  Valleys,  though  not  in  themaelTet 
fur-bearing  districts,  are   the  sources  from  whence  the  main  Bupi^ieto^ 
winter  foo<l  are  |»i*(H?ured  for  the  northern  poets,  from  the  produce  uf  tbe 
buffalo  hunts.       A  chain  of  settlements  through  these  valleys  would  ao^ 
only  deprive  the  company  of  the  above  vitAl  resources,  but  would  imlirect' 
ly«  in  many  other  ways,  so  interfere  with  their  northern  trade  as  to  remicf 
it  no  longer  worth  prosecuting  on  an  extended  scale.     It  would  necenttn- 
ly  be  divided  into  various  channels,  ixissibly  to  the  public  ben^t,batt^ 
coni|)any  could  no  longer  exist  on  its  present  footing. 

The  above  reasons,  agstinst  a  partial  surrender  of  our  territories,  —y 
not  appear  suAiciently  obvious  to  [larties  not  conversant  with  the  tiwi^ 
or  the  c<^untry,  but  my  knowleilge  of  l)oth,  based  on  personal  experience 


TRANSFER   OF   THE   NORTH-WEST   TO   CANADA.  333 

n  other  sourceH  open  to  me,  point  to  the  conclusion  that  partial 
ons  of  the  dintricta,  wliich  must  necessarily  be  alienated,  would 
>ly  lead  to  the  extincti<m  of  the  company. 

;iiig  that  the  company  were  willing  to  sacrifice  its  trading  inter- 
;  very  act  would  deprive  it  of  the  means  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
«.  There  is  no  sort  of  revenue  to  meet  the  most  ordinary  ex- 
re  ;  and  even  under  present  circumstances  the  comimny  has  prac- 

10  |H>wer  to  raise  one.  The  cooperation  proi)08ed  in  calling  on 
pany  to  perform  its  co-relative  duties,  pre-supposes  it  to  stand  on 

I  footing  with  Canada. 

Qot  to  be  supposed  that  the  Crown  would  grant  more  extensive 
to  the  company  than  those  conveyed  by  the  charter.  If  any 
he  made  it  is  presumed  that  direct  administration  by  the  Crown 
•e  resorted  to  as  the  <mly  measure  likely  to  give  public  satisfaction 
laving  anticipated  the  j)re8ent  (juestion,  I  am  without  instruc- 
>m  th-»  Board  of  Directors  in  London  for  my  guidance, 
eve  1  am.  however,  &ife  in  atating  my  conviction  that  the  coro- 

11  be  willing  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  country  at  large,  by  con- 
to  an  equitable  arrangement  for  the  surrender  of  all  the  right8 
k1  by  the  charter. 

II  after  this,  Mr.  Edward  VVatkin,  then  connected  with 
rand  Trunk  Railway,  interested  himself  in  a  scheme  to 
e  a  telegraph  service  and  nieans  of  travelling  with  re- 
tv  between  Canada  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  a  letter  on 
ibjt^ct,  dated  5th  July,  18()2,  was  addressed  to  the  Duke 
wcastle,  signed  l)y  Thas.  Baring,  (leo.  Carr  Glynn,  and 

An  interview  was   then  arranged  by  the  Duke  be- 
tbe  directors  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the 
i  interested  in  this  scheme,  the    meeting   taking  place 
in  18()3. 

he  meantime,  the  agitation  in  favor  of  opening  up  the 
•n's  Bay  Territory  continued  in  Canada,  and  in  Septem- 
JG2,  two  members  of  the  Canadian  Government,  Messrs. 
md  and  Sicotte,  were  deputed,  by  order-in  council,  to  pro- 
:>  England,  and  press  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
at  impartance.     In  the  following  December,  a  meeting 

V 
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of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  telej^raph  service  to  Bri&li 
Columbia  aJready  referred  to,  took  place  at  the  banking 
of  Meesrs.  Glynn,  67  Lombard  Street,  London,  at  wlueh  H 
Howland  and  Sicotte,  the  Canadian  delegates,  were  prewnt  A 
course  of  action  was  then  formnlated,  and  at  a  sal 
meeting  on  2l8t  January,  1863,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  scheme,  Mr.  Edward  Watkin  moved  the  foUowiDg  reflohi- 
tion  :  "  That  this  meeting,  considering  the  growing  import- 
ance of  British  North  America,  and  the  extent  of  BriUsb  in- 
terests therein  involved,  is  impressed  with  the  denrability  rf 
more  closely  connecting  the  mother  countiy  with  her  Amoieu 
dependencies,  and  ia  of  opinion  that  the  completion  of  tliw' 
of  communication  across  the  British  portion  of  the  ecm^not 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ia  a  necessity  of  the  times,  ai 
this  association  pledges  its  support  to  a  well-devised  schfoe 
for  accomplishing  the  object  in  view." 

Shortly  after  this,  Mr.  Watkin  became  associated  in  * 
scheme  for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  rights  of  the  Hudson* 
Bay  Company,  and  the  result  was  that  the  company  wasrf 
conatructed,  and  its  capital  increased  to  £2,000,000  sterling. 
the  directors  under  the  i-eeonstruction  being :  The  Right  Hoa 
Sir  E>lmund  Head,  K.C.B.,  Curtis  Miranda  Lanipson,  EdeD 
Colville,  George  Lyall,  Daniel  Meinerthagen,  James  Stu»rt 
Hodgson,  John  Heiny  William  Schroder,  and  Hirhard  PoH*f- 

A  prospectus  was  then  issued  soliciting  subscriptions  to  ^ 
new  stock,  and  Mr.  Eklwanl  Watkin  was  sent  to  Caoadft  to 
negotiate  with  the  Canadian  Government  for  aid  in  carrjiog 
out  the  colonization,  telegraphic,  and  postal  plans  of  the  com- 
pany across  its  territory  to  the  Pacific,  but  apparently  he  di^ 
not  meet  a  favorable  reception,  aa  will  be  seen  from  the  folios- 
extract  taken  from  an  order-in  council  passed  by  the  CanatW" 
Government,  viz. : 
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A  telegraph  line  will  not  accomplish  these  objects  (mentioned  in  pre- 
ious  clauses  of  the  order),  though  it  may  serve  an  important  purpose  and 
»d  ultimately  to  their  attainment.  But  unless  the  **  Atlantic  and  Paci- 
c  Transit  and  Telegraph  Company,"  (Mr.  Watkin's  scheme),  are  prepar- 
d  to  undertake  the  construction  of  a  road  pari  pcissu  with  the  telegraph 
loe,  the  committee  cannot  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Canadian  ex- 
bequer,  and  with  the  important  questions  of  boundary,  territorial  juris- 
icHon  and  form  of  government  in  the  vast  territory  proposed  to  be  open- 
d,  HtiU  unsettled,  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  *^  Heads  of  Proposal " 
8  submitted  by  them,  and  conditionally  approved  by  his  grace. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  view  of  the  recent  change  in  the 
ODBtitution  and  objects  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  from  the 
orrespondence  laid  before  the  House  of  Lords  appears  to  have  been  effect- 
d,  and  the  claims  which  the  new  organization  have  reiterated,  with  the 
PI»rent  sanction  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  to  territorial  rights 
^^  a  vast  region  not  included  in  their  original  charter,  it  is  highly  ex- 
•dient  that  steps  be  taken  to  settle  definitely  the  North-Western  bound- 
fj  of  Canada. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  correspondence  be  opened 
^th  the  Imperial  Government,  with  the  view  to  the  adoption  of  some 
P^y,  inexpensive  and  mutually  satisfactory  plan  to  determine  the  im- 
<^nt  question,  and  that  the  claims  of  Canada  be  asserted  to  all  that 
"rtion  of  Central  British  America,  which  can  be  shown  to  have  been  in 
^  poasession  of  the  French  at  the  period  of  the  cession  in  1763. 

(Certified)  W.  H.  Lee. 

Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council, 

Sir  Edmund  Head  was,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  a  com- 
'Icte  purchase  of  the  company's  territory  by  the  Crown  would 
*  the  best  solution  of  the  question,  but  recognizing  the  ob- 
t^les  to  this,  he  made  the  following  suggestions  in  Novem- 
er,  1863  :— 

"  1.  An  equal  division  of  the  portion  of  the  territory  fit  for 
sttlement  between  the  company  and  the  Crown,  with  inclu- 
^n  of  specified  tracts  in  the  share  of  the  former. 

**  2.  The  company  to  construct  the  road  and  telegraph. 

**  3.  and  4.  The  Crown  to  purchase  such  of  the  company's 
finises  as  should  be  wanted  for  military  use,  and  to  pay  to 


the  company  a  net  thin!  of  aII  fut\ire  revenue  frtnu  yniii!  wij 
silver," 

The  reCfjnsti-ut'tion  oF  t!if  coiiijiany,  however,  nii'l  tlie  in- 
crease of  its  tiipita!  stock,  hii.l  i-ri;atL''l  a  fd-ling  of  dislnwtie 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  public  men  of  C^am^»,m6da»f>^ 
mineot  statesman  declared  that  the  ci^iital  bad  been  iMd 
with  the  view  of  demanding  an  unreascHiable  sain  in  unhinj 
for  the  Kor^-Weat  territoty.  Bat  titen  is  notlung  of  tt> 
^own  in  the  several  propoations  presented  ^3f  the  eonfag 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  reccHiatmdkn  «d  ■ 
crease  of  capital  took  place  when  the  cranpsny  was  coriOT 
plating  the  work  of  constructing  a  road  and  telegnqih  liM  ■ 
connecticm  with  Sir  Edward  Watkin's  acheiae,  whidi  MM 
require  a  large  amount  of  money  to  carry  it  througb.  H* 
capital  stock  of  the  coinpauy  had  been  increased  only  fi" 
times  in  two  hundred  years  as  follows : — 

1C70  it  was  -  -  -  -  £  10,500 
1690  iiicrea>ied  to  -  •  -  31,500 
1720  ■  •■     -         -         -  94,500 

1821  ■■         .         .         .      400,000 

1857         ■■  ■      -         -         -  500,000 

The  actual  capital  at  this  time  stood : — 

Assets         -         -         -         -        £1,468,301     16    3 
Liabilities         .         -         -         .      203,233     16  H 


Capital         -         -         -         -      £1,265,067     19    4 
1863  increased  to      -         -         -2,000,000    00  OO 
On  the  19th  February,  1864,  the  Governor-General  of  Ci*- 
■acla,  in  his  Speech  fi-om  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  Ptf**" 
inent,  said  : 

"  The  comlitioii  of  the  vast  region  lying  on  the  north-"* 
/>f  the  settled  portions  of  the  pro\'ince  is  daily  beconu"? 
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lestion  of  ^eat  interest.  I  have  considered  it  advisable  to 
pen  a  correspondence  with  the  Imperial  Government,  with  a 
lew  to  arrive  at  a  precise  definition  of  the  geographical 
oundaries  of  Canada  in  that  direction.  Such  a  definition  of 
oundary  is  a  desirable  preliminary  to  further  proceedings 
rith  respect  to  the  vast  tracts  of  land  in  that  quarter  belong- 
ng  to  Canada,  but  not  yet  brought  under  the  action  of  our 
political  and  municipal  system." 

In  the  debate  on  the  Address  which  followed,  Hon.  Wm. 
(acdou^all,  Minister  of  Crown  Lands,  w^ho  had  charge  of  the 
luestioii,  said  : 

"  The  Government  of  Canada  soon  came  to  the  conclusion 
ihat  the  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  determine  whether  the 
W  River  Territory  belonged  to  Canada  or  to  some  other 
'ountry,  and  the  consequence  was  that  a  correspondence  had 
^n  opened  with  the  Imperial  government  on  the  subject,  as- 
^M  in  the  Speech.  He  did  not  know  that  there  was  any 
"^nn  in  his  stating  his  individual  view  of  the  case  at  the  pre- 
ent  time,  which  w^as  that  Canada  was  entitled  to  claim  as  a 
•^rtion  of  its  soil  all  that  part  of  the  North-West  territory,, 
■^^t  could  \)e  proved  to  have  l)een  in  the  possession  of  the 
'^neh  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  Canada  to  the  British." 

t>»i  the  11th  March,  and  5th  April,  1864,  the  Duke  of  New- 
»8tle  declined  the  suggestions  of  Sir  Edmund  Head,  but 
^1^  the  following  counter  proposals : 

1-  The  company  to  surrender  to  the  Crow^n  their  terri^ 
^^  rights. 

2-  To  receive  one  shilling  for  every  acre  sold  by  the 
^^n,  but  Umited  to  £150,000  in  all,  and  to  fifty  yeai-s  ia 
'^J^tion,  whether  or  not  the  receipts  attained  that  amount. 

^-  To  receive  one-fourth  of  any  gold  revenue,  but  limited 
^^00,000  in  all,  and  to  fifty  years  in  duration. 
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"  4.  To  have  one  eqUBre  mile  of  adjacent  land  for  «mf 
lineal  mile  constructed  of  road  aiid  tele^7a{di  to  Britidi  Col- 
umbia." 

On  Uie  13tb  April,  the  company  accepted  the  prindjJe  of 
these  propoenla.  but  said  that  the  amount  of  payments  viflnn 
fifty  years  should  be  either  not  limited,  or  else  plieed  at 
£1,000,000  instead  of  £250,000.  They  added  scane  otherpn- 
posala,  including  a  grant  to  them  of  5,000  acres  of  wild  liad 
for  every  50,000  acres  Bold  by  the  Crown.  Mr.  Cardwell,iri» 
had  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  stated  oothi 
6th  June  that  he  could  not  accept  the  company's  view  i£  dH 
proposals,  and  bo  Sir  Edmund  Head,  in  December,  while  m^ 
receding  from  his  former  position,  threw  out  an  altenislJre  n 
which  the  principal  fenture  was  a  payment  to  the  corapanj'of 
£1,000,000  sterling' for  the  territorj-  which  he  defined  inhii 
letter. 

About  this  time,  Hon  Geo.  Brown,  who  was  in  England,  re- 
presenting his  colleagues  in  the  Canadian  ministry'  on  W* 
question,  contended  that  the  company  were  seeking  to  seU  to 
Her  Majesty's  Goveninieiit  for  an  enormous  sum,  territoiy  *" 
which  thej'  had  no  title  under  their  charter,  and  expressed  tbe 
opinion  that  it  was  the  part  of  the  Imperial  authoritiw  *** 
secure  the  «xtinction  of  the  company'B  proprietary  rights  and 
exclusi^'e  privileges  of  trade,  and  that  then  Canada  should  on' 
(lertake  the  duties  of  government 

In  the  spring  of  1863.  a  delegation,  of  which  Mr.  Brown  «*■ 
a  member,  visiteil  England,  and  among  other  important  tol***' 
took  up  the  ijuestion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory.  »^' 
Cardwell,  the  Secnvtiiry  of  State,  gives  the  following  »s  ^' 
result  of  hi.-*  meeting  with  the  delegatcB :  "  On  the  foorf'' 
point,  the  subject  of  the  North- Western  Territory,  the  C***' 
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iaii  ministers  desired  that  that  territory  should  be  made  over 
)  Canada,  and  undertook  to  negotiate  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
ompany  for  the  termination  of  their  rights,  on  condition  that 
le  indemnity,  if  any  should  be  paid,  would  be  raised  by 
anada,  by  means  of  a  loan  under  Imperial  guarantee.  With 
le  sanction  of  the  Cabinet,  we  assented  to  the  proposal,  un- 
ertaking  that  if  the  negotiations  should  be  successful,  we,  on 
lie  part  of  the  Crown,  being  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  the 
idemnity  was  reasonable  and  the  security  sufficient,  would 
pply  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  sanction  the  arrangement 
nd  j^uarantee  the  amount. 

No  immediate  results  followed  the  visit  of  the  delegation  of 
865,  and  in  February,  1866,  Sir  Edmund  Head  communicat- 
d  to  Mr.  Cardwell,  a  proposal  made  to  the  company  (through 
if.  McEwen)  by  certain  Anglo-American  capitalists,  to  buy 
te  cultivable  territory  in  order  to  settle  it  on  American  prin- 
iples  of  organization,  upon  which  Mr.  Cardwell,  in  reply,  re- 
minded Sir  Eklmund  Head  of  the  understanding  existing 
«tween  the  Canadian  delegates  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment Sir  Eklmund  answered  that  the  company  had  never 
*t  sight  of  it,  but  begged  to  know  how  long  the  option  on 
^e  part  of  Canada  was  to  be  supposed  to  remain  open,  and 
o>nted  out  the  consequences  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
^nipany,  if  they  were  to  be  considered  bound  to  lose  favor- 
^^^  opportunities  of  sale,  and  were  restrained  by  a  very  inde- 
^^^  understanding  between  two  other  parties,  from  dealing 
^  ^he  best  advantage  Nnth  their  own  property. 
These  views  were  communicated  to  the  Canadian  Govem- 
^nt,  who,  in  a  minute  of  council,  dated  22nd  June,  1866, 
pUed  to  the  following  effect :  "  The  Executive  Council,  while 
*^ testing  in  many  respects  the  pretentions  of  the  company, 
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at  the  same  time  expressed  a  stix)ng  conviction  of  the  import- 
ance of  estahlishin;^  at  an  early  date,  a  rc»^ilar  government  in 
the  territories  intervening;  between  Canada  and  British  Col- 
umbia, and  sai<l  tliat  they  would  have  opene<l  negotiations 
with  the  company  for  the  extinction  of  their  claims,  were  it 
not  for  the  prospect  of  a  speetly  confe<Jei*ation  of  the  Pn:»- 
vinces.  The  Canadian  ministei-s  had  thought  it  impn^p^rto 
enter  uj)on  negotiations  which  could  only  \yo  complete*!  ami 
fulHIli'd  by  the  confederate  (iovernment  and  Legislature,  bnl 
had  no  doubt  that  those  would  feel  it  to  l>e  one  of  their  first 
duties  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com|)any. 
for  th**  transfer  of  their  claims  to  the  territorv.  The  iiiimitc 
ol'  council  then  invited  the  aid  of  Her  ^Iait\stv's  (fovenimeut. 
ill  discountenaneiii'r  "ind  i>n*ventinLr  aiiv  such  snU-s  of  anv 
]M»rtioii  n\'  tlu'  territniy.  as  r<nit«iiip]at«*d  by  thf  c«»in|''iii}' 
Tlir  n-ply  nf  tli»'  ( 'anadiaii  iiiiiii>t«'rs  wa^  ('uiiniiuiiicat«-«l  i«'tl.'- 
cnnn.aiix'  in  Julv,  iMill. 

III  tlh'  f<>l]nwiii''- .laimarv.  Lord  Cai-narvuii  su<»-"-este«l  t'»il"' 
Hudsnnv;  Hav  ('oinpaiiv,  tliat  wliiUt  doubtless  thev  Wfn-  trt'- 
to  consult  tln'ir  own  interests.  v»*t.  with  n-fi-rcnce  to  what  li'«'i 

« 

])assrd  with  the  ('aiiadiaii  ( loveninieiit.  it  would  not  K;  a«ivi*' 
abl«*  to  take  any  ste]»  whieli  would  embarrass  the  expt-^t'"' 
iie^'otiatioii.N. 

riir  t"t>llowiiiir  v»*ar  th»'  drlr-r-jti-s  t'lYnn  Ih'itisli  North  Ain»!' 
iea  oil  < 'oiib-dt-ratioii.  w  hilr  in  srssion.  deprin-ated  the  ferii:-'' 
t  ion  of  a  Crown  Colonv  in  the  Hudsons  Hav  Territorv,  fli^'' 
added  tlir  foJlowiiiLr  resolution:  "  H«*soh*Ml.  that  this  rniif^'J*' 
eiiee  lia\  iiiir  had  eoiiiiiiunieation  of  an  order  in  council  <'t  ^h*' 
('aiiadian  ( io\  frniiHiit.  b«'arin!j:  date  22nd  dime.  1N«)<>.  «»n  th'' 
subjret  of  tile  claiiiis  of  tlu*  Hudson  s  Hav  Comnanv,  aii'l  ' 
pro|)nNiti«»n  (»f  ctTtain  ])artif^  to  purchase'  such  portions '►!  ^'•* 
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th-West  Territory  as  may  be  capable  of  cultivation,  are  of 
lion  that  the  views  expressed  by  the  Canadian  Govem- 
it  on  both  points  are  well-founded,  and  will  be  confirmed 
he  Parliament  of  Canada." 

he  scheme  of  Confederation,  oricrinating  as  it  did  in  the 
itiine  Provinces,  witli  such  men  as  Howe,  Tupper,  Tilley, 
liibald,  Gray  and  Johnson,  leading  the  way,  was  taken  up 
the  Government  of  Old  Cana<la,  and  amongst  those  who 
i  a  prominent  part  in  the  great  work  are  to  be  found  the 
les  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Hon.  George  Brown,  Sir 
rjre  E.  Cartier,  Sir  Etienne  P.  Tach(^,  Sir  A.  T.  Gait.  Hon. 
n  Ross,  and  others,  who,  sinking  personal  and  political  dif- 
nces  for  the  time  Vnjing,  united  to  carry  out  the  grand  pro- 
of Union  in  British  North  America. 

he  result  of  the  meeting  of  delegates  already  re  ferret!  to 
the  framing  of  the  British  North  America  Act,  which  was 
^\  in  18()7,  an<l  on  the  1st  July  of  that  year.  Lord  Monck 
e<l  a  proclamation  announcing  his  appointment  as  Gov- 
)r-Cieneral  of  Cana<la. 

he  distinguished  statesmen  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
federation,  foresaw  that  in  the  near  future,  the  older  Pro- 
ves of  the  Dominion  would  recjuire  room  to  extend  their 
^  in  the  march  of  progress.  They  realized  that  at  an 
y  day  fields  for  entei*])rise  would  be  necessary,  and  that  to 
>urage  and  sustain  the  great  manufacturing  and  shipping 
'"^t  of  Canada,  a  large  increase  of  fanning  population 
W  be  required.  The  example  of  the  United  States  was 
>re  them,  and  thev  could  not  shut  their  eves  to  the  fact 
'  the  rapid  development  and  settlement  of  the  Western 
ies  constituted  one  of  the  great  secrets  of  the  success  of 
American  Unicm.     With  this  example  before  them,  our 
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statesm«i.w.ei-e. equal  to  Uie  occasion,  for,  in  bringing  About 
tite  nnian  of  the  Provinces,  tliey  held  to  the  principle  th»t 
until  C(wf«deration  extended  from  tiw  Atlantic  ncrcss  the 
continent  to  the  Pacific,  it  would  not  be  complete,  and,  witfa 
that  great  klea  in  view,  they  provided  for  the  exteoaon  of  Ik 
Doniinion  accordingly. 

In  the  terms  of  the  British  North  America  Act  of  186*, 
Artiele  XL,  see  146.  provided  as  follows :  "  It  shall  h»  Uwfnl 
f<H:  the  Qoeen,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Uajesty'a  HoU 
HoDCMrsUe  Privy  Council,  etc,  on  addreaees  frcnn  the  HodM 
of  the  Pariiament  of  Canada,  to  admit  Rupert's  I^nd  aod  ^ 
K<»th-WeBt  Territory,  or  either  of  them.  Into  the  Union,  dt, 
aoch  terms  and  conditions  in  each  case  as  are  in  the 
expressed,  and  aa  the  Queen  thinks  fit  to  approve,  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act." 

On  the  +th  Deceniljer,  1807.  Hon.  Win.  MeDougall,  then 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  introduced  at  the  first  aeesion  i>( 
the  Dominion  Parliament  a  series  of  resolutions,  on  which  the 
addresses  provided  for  in  the  British  North  America  Act  vae 
to  be  based. 

The  resolutions  were  as  follow : 

1.  That  it  would  promote  the  prosperitj'  of  the  Guutdian  pei^e,  "" 
conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  Empire,  if  the  Dominion  otCta**- 
coiiBtituted  under  the  proviBiona  of  the  British  North  America  Act,  I™' 
were  extended  westward  to  the  shores  of  the  Paci6c  Ocean. 

2.  That  culonization  of  the  lands  of  the  Saskatchemn,  AsmnibMiiD^ 
Red  River  nettlements,  and  the  development  of  the  mineral  weaHh  *l>>^ 
abounds  in  the  retiinns  of  the  NoTth-Weit.  and  the  extension  of  oanuM^' 
merciiJ  intercourse  through  the  British  possessions  in  America  frtun  tfc* 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  are  alike  dependent  upon  the  establishmeDt  of  * 
stable  government,  for  nitintennnce  of  law  an  1  order  in  the  Noith-V"' 
Territories. 

3.  Thatthe  welfnre  of  the  sparse  and  widely  scattered  populatJonofBnt 
ish  subjects  of  European  origin,  already  inhabiting  theM  ramot«  tnd  ■"' 
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Bed  territories,  would  be  materially  enhanced  by  the  formation 
I  uf  political  institutions  bearing  analogy,  as  far  as  circumstances 
iniit,  to  those  which  exist  in  the  several  Provinces  of  this  Do- 
i. 

Tiat  the  146th  section  of  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867,  pro- 
or  the  admission  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-West  Territory, 
ler  of  them,  into  union  with  Canada,  upon  terms  and  conditions  to 
tressed  in  addresses  from  the  Houses  of  Parliament  of  this  Do- 
1  to  Her  Majesty,  and  which  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Queen  in 
il. 

l\At  it  is  accordingly  exj>edient  to  address  Her  Majesty,  that  she 
be  graciously  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Most  Honor" 
'rivy  Council,  to  unite  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- West  Territory 
he  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  to  grant  to  the  Parliament  of  Canada 
rity  to  legislate  for  their  future  welfare  and  good  government. 

Chat  in  the  event  of  the  Im|>erial  Government  agreeing  to  transfer  to 
a  the  jurisdiction  and  control  over  this  region,  it  would  be  expedient 
vide  that  the  legal  rights  of  any  corjwnition,  company,  or  individual, 
I  the  same,  will  be  respected;  and  that  in  case  of  difiference  of  opinion 
;he  extent,  nature,  or  value  of  these  rights,  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
1  t<)  judicial  decision,  or  be  determined  by  mutual  agreement  be- 
the  Government  of  Canada  and  the  parties  interested.  Such  agree- 
to  have  no  effect  or  validity  until  first  sanctioned  by  the  Parliament 
lada. 

That  ujxm  the  tninsfereuce  of  the  territories  in  ((uestion  to  the  Cana- 
Jovemment,  the  claims  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  compensation  for  lands 
"ed  for  purpose  of  settlement,  would  be  considered  and  settled  in 
•luity  with  the  equitable  principles  which  uniformly  governed  the 
I  in  its  dealings  with  the  Aborigines. 

Hiat  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  an  humble  Address  to 
iajesty  on  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

)n.  Win.  McDout^all,  in  liis  speech  supporting  tliese  Resolu- 
,  conclude<l  with  the  followin*^  words :  *'  First,  it  is  desir- 
that  this  country  (the  North- West)  should  be  transferred 
Imperial  to  Canadian  authority.  Second,  that  the  con- 
of  that  country  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  this  Parlia- 
'.  and  under  the  direction  of  this  Legislature.  Then,  if 
ompany  make  any  claim  to  any  portion  of  the  soil  ocqu- 
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pied  by  our  servants,  they  will  come  into  the  courts  to  make 
good  their  claim,  and  they  will  have  the  right,  if  the  decinoD 
is  adverse  to  them,  to  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council" 

This  summing  up  was  contrary  in  spirit  to  the  minute  of 
council  passed  on  the  22nd  June,  1866,  which  said  "that  the 
Legislature  would,  no  doubt,  feel  it  to  be  one  of  their  fitst 
duties  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Gompuij 
for  the  transfer  of  their  claims  to  the  territory,"  a  statement 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  afterwards  endorsed  by  the  dele- 
gates to  England  on  confederation.  But  to  make  it  more  clear 
that  the  Canadian  Ministers  wished  to  repudiate  the  posil30& 
which  they  held  in  1866,  Hon.  Mr.  McDougall  further  said  in 
the  course  of  the  <lebate,  "  that,  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
tern  IS,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  pretended  that  the  Oov- 
erninent  was  prepared  to  rec<^)gnize  the  right  of  the  Hudson s 
Hay  Company  to  demand  a  large  sum  of  money  from  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  denied  thei*e  was  such  inU'ntion. 
They  propostMl  to  claim  tliis  country  as  IxMng  part  of  N^^^' 

• 

France,  as  having  been  ce<le<l  to  the  Knglish  Govenimeiit  i" 
17(i(),  and  as  havin;;:  remained  in  that  position  from  that  tune 
(low)i  to  tile  ]»n'sent. ' 

An  amt*ndment  to  tlie  Resolutions  was  moved  bv  Mr.  Hoi- 
ton  in  these  words:  "That  it  is,  therefore,  inexpcjlieiit  ^^ 
a«lnpt  an  a<l<h*ess  un<ler  the  14(>th  clause  of  the  British  North 
America  Act  of  I. SOT.  until  the  nature,  extent,  ami  value 
of  the  claims  with  which  the  territories  in  question  aiv  hur- 
dened  shall  l)e  ascertaine<]/'  This  aniemiment  was  lost,  ai^'' 
the  Kes(>lutions.  sli<rhtlv  amended,  were  can'ied  bv  a  larj^" 
maioritv. 

lUit  the  Hudson's  May  ('omi)anv  would  not  consent  to  J* 
transfer  of  the  teri'itorv  until  terms  were  fii"st  settle^l.  ainl  tne 
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lount  to  be  paid  to  them  stipulated  beforehand,  and  seeing 
it  Canathi  had  practically  agreed  to  this,  it  was  not  surpris- 
[  to  hear  that  the  British  Government  undertook  to  have 
» undertaking  earned  out.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  Sec- 
ary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  sent  a  despatch  to  Lord 
mck,  the  Ciovernor-Cjleneral  of  Canada,  stating  that  the 
inis  of  the  company  would  have  to  be  firat  settled  before 
y  transfer  could  be  effected,  adding  that  a  bill,  based  on  the 
)po.sitions  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  would  be  pre- 
ite<]  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

The  result  of  this  was  that  Sir  (ieorge  E.  Cartier  and  Hon. 
in.  Mc-Dougall  were  appointed,  by  order-in-council,  a  delega- 
n  to  proceed  to  Enghuid  and  settle  the  terms  of  the  traus- 
.an»i  on  the  8rd  Octobei',  18G8,  thev  sailed  on  their  mission. 
I  their  arrival  they  at  once  proceeded  to  enter  into  negotia- 
«s  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com])any,  through  the  medium 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  were  in  the  midst  of  them 
len  the  (lovernment  in  Bribiin  was  defeated,  and  Earl 
Hiiville  b«»came  Secretary  of  State.  At  first  the  company 
>lK)se(l  to  reliiKjuish  its  rights  of  government  and  claims  to 
-  tenitorv,  reservin*^  a  rovaltv  interest  in  the  lands  and 
nes,  with  certain  reservations  for  hunting  and  trading  pur- 
^<^*s,  hut  after  the  jiccession  of  Earl  Cranville  to  ofhce,  an 
^^•luent  was  finally  reached,  and  arrangements  for  the 
iisfer  concluded  on  the  l>th  March,  1809.  By  this  agree - 
*it  the  Hu<lson's  Bav  Com  pan  v  were  to  receive  £.SOO,0(K) 
niii^  on  th(»  surrender  of  their  rights  to  the  Imperial  (Jov- 
'^ient.  who  should,  within  one  month  from  such  transfer, 
tninst'er  the  samt*  to  Canada.  The  company  also  retained 
tain  reservations  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  their  forts  and 
'hiijT  |K>sts,  and  were  to  have  two  sections  in  eiich  surveyed 
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townshii),  or  tiliout  niie-twciitietb.     The  Iiiip«nal  t iiiVuniiiivnt 
agreed  to  guarantee  a  loan  of  £300,000  Hterliiig  to  pny  the  I 
Hudson's  Bay  Compauy,  and  the  Dominion  (lovcrninent  ui 
dertook  to  respect  the  ri^lits  of  the  ImliBiw  and  Hulf-Ureeik 
in  the  territorj-  transfi'n>;<l. 


i 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


CT  OF   THE    NEGOTIATIONS    ON    THE    RED   RIVER   SETTLERS. 


[E  effect,  on  the  Red  River  settlement,  of  the  negotiations 
een  Britain,  Canada,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  create  a  feeling  of  unrest  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
officers  of  the  fur  trade  were  not  wholly  satisfied  with 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  company,  brought  about  by 
plan  of  reconstruction  which  had  taken  place  in  London, 
future  of  the  grand  old  concern  appeared  to  them  to  be 
'  uncertain,  and  their  own  prospects  far  from  satisfactory, 
settlers  and  half-breeds,  on  the  other  hand,  seeing  that 
e  great  change  was  at  hand  which  might  seriously  affect 
r  welfare,  began  to  grow  uneasy  and  restless  under  the 
;ttled  state  of  affairs,  especially,  as  in  the  negotiations 
A  were  going  on,  their  feelings  or  desires  appeared  to  be 
red  altogether. 

r  George  Simpson  died  in  September,  1860,  and  wias  suc- 
ed  by  Alexander  Grant  Dallas,  who  had  for  some  years 
I  a  director  and  extraordinary  agent  for  the  company,  on 
Pacific  Coast.  He,  however,  only  held  oflSce  for  about 
years,  and  in  1864  William  Mactavish  was  appointed 
ernor,  and  filled  the  position  until  the  transfer  of  the 
'try  to  Canada  took  place,  when  he  went  home  to  England^ 
re  he  died  soon  after  his  arrival, 
^e  population  of  Red  River  had  by  this  time  increased  to 
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between  12,000  miil  i:),000  souU,  of  wlioiii  nbooil 
were  French  liHlf-breeds,  engaged  chiefly  in  hunting,  trtti 
trappitij;^  and  freighting.  Tliey  were  the  moat  r«»tlww  of  i 
people  under  the  proposed  change  of  adminis^iUian,  i 
stoHnge  to  say,  although  they  had  been  the  strongnt  0|p 
ents  of  the  Hudsoa'a  Bay  Compatiy  throu^oat,  they  w 
more  inclined  now  to  remain  under  the  sway  of  the  oon^ 
than  to  be  transferred  to  the  care  of  Canadians,  whan  tl 
looked  upon  very  mach  in  the  li^t  of  sbwigen. 

We  must  not  anticipate,  however,  bat  will  take  op  I 
thread  of  affairs  in  the  settlement  where  we  left  off  In 
spring  of  1862,  owing  to  the  flood  of  the  pieviouayeir,tt 
was  much  distress  at  Red  River,  and  the  oflBcea  of  the  fi 
son's  Bay  Company  at  Fort  Garry  were  besieged  l^  noinl 
of  the  jKJOrer  people  asking  for  food  to  tide  them  over  u: 
Hunimer.  Seed  wheat  was  fumislied  by  the  company  to  til 
who  re<)uired  it,  and  the  suHercrs  among  the  settlers  were  [ 
vided  for  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Assiniboia  until 
eroi>H  were  in,  and  matters  improved.  On  May  18tb,Gora 
Dallas  airivcrl  at  Fort  Garrj-,  and,  contrary  to  the  nsnalt 
toil)  of  Sir  George  Simpson,  who  kept  himself  aloof  as  ni 
as  possible  from  mixing  in  the  aflairs  of  the  settlement,  he 
denvored  to  gain  a  practical  acquaintance  with  it  and 
inhabitants,  antl  at  first  was  j>opular  with  the  people.  1 
when,  soon  after  his  arrival,  he  issued  orders  to  his  subon 
ate  otficers  to  discontiime  the  system  of  paying  cash 
'■  country  produce,"  it  changed  the  sentiment  of  a  large  e 
of  settlers  toward  him.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company! 
chased  most  of  the  profiucts  of  the  farm,  for  which  they  1 
been  in  the  habit  of  paying  out  their  notes  in  exchange,  a 
as  tliese  were  i-etleenied  by  bills  of  exchange  on  London,  (t 
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irirtually  meant  casli  payment.    The  notes,  as  we  have  already 
ahevrn,  were  used  as  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  when 
Governor  Dallas  found  that  the  money  paid  out  by  his  officers 
for  proiluce  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  rival  parties,  who 
were  strong  opponents  of  the  company  in  the  fur  trade,  he, 
ver\'  naturally,  decided  not  to  play  any  longer  into  their  hands 
in  this  way — hence  the  order.     Of  course  the  action  of  the 
Governor  lessened  very  considerably  the  amount  of  money  in 
circulation,  and,  in  consequence,  there  was  a  general  outcry 
against  his  measure,  but  his  order  remained,  and  at  the  com- 
pany's posts  "  country  produce "  continued  to  be  paid  for  in 
merchandise. 

The   only   newspaper  in  the  settlement,  the    Nor -Wester, 
to  which  we  alluded  in  a  previous  chapter,  was  edited  by  Mr. 
James  Ross,  who  at  the  same  time  acted  as  sheriff,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  Governor  Dallas's  order  in  rej^ard  to  "  country  pro- 
duce," it  published  a  scathing  denunciation  of  the  action  taken 
^  the  company — and  from  then  on,  the    Nor- Wester  may 
.  be  said  to  have  been  a  thorn  in   the  side  of  the  government 
oflScials  at  Red  River. 

About   this  time    two  parties    of   distinguished    travellera 

visited  the  settlement,  one  in  August,  1862,  composed  of  Lord 

«ilton,  Doctor  Cheadle,  and  their  attendants,  on  their  way 

WXB  the  continent  to  the  Pacific :  and  the  other  in  October, 

^''^sting  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  and  a  party  of  officers,  who 

^re  returning  from  an  extended  hunting  expedition  on  the 

*ina    Doctor  Cheadle  afterwards  published  an  interesting 

^unt  of  the  trip,  which  did  a  great  deal  towards  drawing 

^tion   in    England  to   the  great   North-West  and  its  re- 

'tJes.     When    Lord  Dunmore   and    his   party  arrived,  the 

^x  outbreak  was  in  progress  in  Minnesota,  and  they  were 
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obliged  bo  take  a  sooiewbat  rouod-abont  joiiniey,ti]rwlMtini 
called  the  "  Wood  Road,"  in  order  to  reach  St  Pmai,  witliod 
coming  into  contact  with  the  hoetile  Indiana,  lite 
the  Sioux  at  the  south  of  the  settlement  caused  a  good  dcil  of 
uneasiness  to  the  people  of  Ked  River,  as  at  (me  time  it  looked 
as  if  their  supplies  coming  via  the  United  States  would  fae eat 
off  This,  however,  did  not  happen,  althoo^  the 
Bay  Company  met  with  a  heavy  loae  in  the  pillage  of  one 
their  trains  by  a  band  of  Chippewaya 

The  isolated  position  of  most  of  the  settlers,  should  At 
hostile  Indians  come  north,  was  soch  as  to  leave  them  it 
mercy  of  the  savages  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  it  was  felt  1 
some  means  of  protection  ought  to  be  provided. 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Asainiboia  was  held,  presidrf 
over  by  (Jovernor  Dallas,  at  wliich  a  petition  was  drawn  op^ 
asking  the  Colonial  office  in  Enirland  for  troops,  ami  to  tbit 
document  1183  mgnaturcs  were  attached.  The  Sor-Wattr 
however,  saw  in  this  an  opportunity  to  make  aii  attack  on  th« 
government,  and  at  once  drew  up  a  counter  j^etitiou,  nbidi. 
while  asking  for  ti-oops,  commented  dispai-agingly  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  company's  Jurisdiction  was  cxercisei 
Rotli  petitions  founil  their  way  to  the  Colonial  ofiice.  anil  it 
t)ie  s;inie  time  into  the  waste  basket  of  that  department 

Meanwhile  the  action  of  Mr.  Janie»«  Rohs,  in  thus  attackiif. 
thi-uiigh  the  cohimuH  of  the  Nor'-We/<ter,  the  govemnient  rf 
which  he  wn.-^  a  paid  official,  eouki  not  remain  tinnotice^i.  >a<l 
at  a  full  meeting  of  the  council  he  was  deprived  of  the  p(*tt 
he  held  aj<  sheriff-govenior  of  the  gaol  and  postmaster,  llr- 
Henry  McKcnuy  lieing  appointed  sheritf.  and  Mr.  A.  G.  o- 
Bannatyne  lieconiing  (lostmaster.  Mr.  Ros.s.  fivdl  from  tl" 
trammels  of  office,  now  became  a  strong  agitator  against  tto 
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ompany,  and  by  means  of  his  paper  and  the  holding  of  public 
leetings,  he  made  matters  lively  in  the  settlement.  At  one 
ime  it  was  proposed  to  send  him  to  England  to  plead  the 
auae  ot  the  settlers,  but,  the  funds  for  the  trip  not  bei ng^ 
orthcoming,  Mr.  Ross  abandoned  the  idea,  and  Mr.  Sandford 
leming,  who  afterwards  became  prominent  in  connection 
rith  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  was  selected  in  his  stead. 

Soon  after  this.  Rev.  G.  O.  Corbett,  who,  it  will  l)e  reinem- 
wreii,  was  one  of  the  witnesses  before  the  committee  of  1857, 
phen  he  gave  evidence  dispai-aging  to  the  company,  and  who 
umI  all  along  been  one  of  the  chief  agitators  against  the  gov- 
nwnent  at  Foi"t  Gairy,  was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  attempt- 
i  abortion  on  the  person  of  a  young  girl  in  his  employ.  The 
nal  of  this  case  excited  a  good  deal  of  feeling  in  the  settle- 
nent,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Corbett  appealed  to  public  sym- 
pathy on  the  ground  that  he  was  being  persecuted.  The  Nor*- 
Vegter  took  up  his  cause  strongly,  and  columns  of  matter 
^ere  published  in  an  effort  to  make  the  reverend  gentlemen  a 
Wurtyr:  but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  was  convicted  and 
*ntenced  to  imprisonment  for  a  tenn  of  six  months.  Incar- 
*ration  in  prison,  however,  did  not  ppevent  Mr.  Corbett  from 
continuing  to  appeal  to  his  friends  outside,  and,  as  a  result, 
Petitions  asking  for  his  release  were  forwarded  to  the  author- 
ties.  But  Governor  Dallas,  and  Judge  Black,  who  tried  the 
*8e,  declined  to  set  the  prisoner  at  liberty,  although  the  peti- 
•Wns  contained  the  names  of  several  of  the  leading  clergymen, 
^  others  of  prominence  in  the  settlement,  on  the  ground 
^  the  verdict  was  in  accordance  with  the  evidence,  and  the 
l^nishment  justly  deserved. 

Agitation  in  favor  of  Corbett,  however,  continued,  until,  on 
^^  20th  of  April,  a  few  determined  charactens  surrounde<i  the 
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jail,  broke  in  the  door,  and  liberated  him.     Mr.  James  Stewart, 
one  of  the  ringle*iders  on  this  occasion,  was  then  arrested,  but 
he  had  l)een  confined  only  a  few  days  when  a  party  of  men 
led  bv  Mr.  William  Hallett  and  John  Bourke,  both  nieuof  in- 
fluence  among  the  English  half-breeds,  bix)ke  into  the  priion, 
and  released   him.     Neither  Corbett   nor   Stewart  were  re- 
arrested, and  shortly  after  their  liljeration  the  justices  of  the 
peace  addressed  a  letter  to  the  goveiTior,  advising  that  until  a 
regular  force  could  be  obtained  to  support  the  authorities,  no 
fui'ther  pnxreedings  should  be  taken  against  the  rioters.  wJ 
pointed  out  that»exce{:t  as  regarded  suits  having  no  public  in- 
terest, without  a  force  acting  under  the  Queen  s  direct  author- 
ity, justice  could  no  longer  be  administered. 

It  was  soon  after  this  that  the  Hudson's  F)av  ()tficei"s«'f  the 
fur  trade  heard  for  tli»^  first  time  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
comj>any  in  Knghind,  an<l  the  retirement  of  most  of  theuM 
]M)ard,  a  ])iece  of  intelhVtnice  that  was  not  received  with  fa^'"" 
bv  anv  of  tliem.  hidcod  this, combined  with  the  ti'oul)les an*! 
exeitemrnt  existing  in  the  settlement,  seemed  to  foresha<K>^ 
the  downfall  of  the  whole  fabric,  which  for  so  manv  vears  ha*J 
held  swav  in  the  North- West.     The  administration  of  affair^ 

ft 

in  Red  River,  however,  weTit  on  smoothlv  after  the  Corb^'t' 
Stewart  incident,  but  no  attempt  was  made  t<^  try  any  criuiH' 
al  easfs  which  might  tend  to  excite  public  feeling,  the  author- 
ity of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company,  unsupported  asitwiu*^'*} 
anv  force,  l)eini;  practical  I  v  dead. 

In  l.S()4.  just  before  his  retirement  from  the  govemorship- 
(H)\rrnor  Dallas  succeeded  in  arranging  with  the  Amenc*" 
authorities  for  a  througli  mail-bag  from  St.  Paul  to  the  settle" 
ment.  which  was  a  great  improvement  upon  the  previous f*^*' 
tMJ  facilities. 
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In  the  meantime,  the  settlement  was  troubled  by  occasional 
sits  from  the  Sioux,  and  it  was  with  some  satisfaction  that 
le  settlers  heard  of  the  establishment  at  Pembina  of  a  force 

American  troops  under  command  of  Major  Hatch.  The 
ioux,  however,  continued  to  visit  the  British  side  of  the 
3undary  line,  and  made  several  attempts  to  permanently 
ike  up  their  quarters  in  the  territory,  but  the  Saulteaux, 
rees,  and  C'hippeways  would  give  them  no  peace,  and  the 
ludson's  Bay  Company  and  settlei-s,  refusing  to  provide  them 
ith  ammunition,  they  were  finally  forced,  with  the  exce[>tion 
f  a  small  band,  to  return  to  American  soil. 

In  18(>4,  Mr.  James  Ross  retired  from  the  editorship  of  the 
hr 'Welter,  and  Dr.  John  Schultz,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cold- 
fell,  carried  on  the  paper,  and  the  doctor,  on  behalf  of  himself 
nd  piirtner,  issued  the  following  introductory  address : 

^'e  need  hanlly  a8sure  our  readers  that  the  theory  of  the  circulation 
nil  be  attended  to  in  future,  and  all  bad  humors  will  be  eliminated  from 
*w  columiLs.  DiseaseH  in  our  scKjial  system  will  be  vigorously  attended  to, 
uidour  Iwst  exertions  used  t^)  keep  the  b<Kly  politic  in  sound  health  and 
J"0(i  working  ortler.  Persons  in  low  spirits  and  of  a  desjMmding  turn  of 
"iind,  will  only  have  to  read  the  Nor -Wester  to  be  cured  in  an  instant. 
Patients  will  be  waited  on  (by  our  Devil),  at  their  own  residences,  with  a 
^^y  of  the  i»aper,  if  they  will  only  bleed  to  the  extent  of  four-pence  for 
*ch  number,  or  they  will  l>e  compoundeti  with  and  kept  in  good  spirits 
'"Tthe  whole  year,  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  annum. 

Whether  the  promises  \u  the  above  notice  were  not  fulfilled, 
^rthe  pai)er  having  become  a  government  organ,  its  editorials 
^ere  without  their  usual  spice  and  vigor,  we  cannot  tell.  Init 
^^^Nor-Wef^ter  languished  until,  on  the  28rd  February,  18()o, 
w  office  and  all  its  contents  were  destroved,  and  in  tin*  fol- 
lowing  July,  after  starting  the  journal  afresh,  Mr.  Coldwell 
Jis8<)lved  partnership  with  Dr.  Schultz,  who  carried  on  the  cn- 
^r[*"»<^  alone. 
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In  May,  1864,  Oovernor  Dallas  left  1^  aettlemoit,  OD  Im 
ratnm  to  England,  Mr.  Wm.  Mactavish  succeediDg  lun,  tod 
on  tiie  3Ist  of  the  month  Bishop  Andenoo  took  his  departoR. 
deeply  regretted  by  many  of  the  setUeiv. 

The  QompADy  now  gave  signs  that  they  were  in  i 
abont  boilding  a  telegraph  line,  and  in  1865  sent  out  Dr.  Jdn 
Bae,  the  Arctic  explorer,  to  ascertain  t^e  practiealnlity  vl 
tabliahing  communication  in  this  way  acrom  the  ctmthK&t. 
Dr.  Bae  was  accompanied  bj'  an  engineer  named  Schvit^' 
and  the  two  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  route  to  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  and  afterwards  submitted  an  exhaostive  report 
on  the  subject,  but,  with  the  exception  of  transporting  a 
-quantity  of  wire  to  the  North- West,  the  company  nevff  [«■ 
ceeded  further  with  thf  «ork. 

In  1864,  the  firasshoppera  a;^iu  visit^Hl  the  settled  if  nt  nw 
fiitii-eiy  de»ti-oye<l  the  ci*ups,  hut,  owing  to  the  extreme  9h«I- 
lowtittis  of  the  river  that  seiison,  the  steamer  Inttrmaiioft' 
made  only  one  trip,  tmd  the  company  were  obliged  to  etnpit? 
a  large  nuinljcr  of  fi-eighters,  which  enabltnl  the  settlera  » 
buy  their  supplies.  The  luint  that  year  was  also  e-tcfpti'*' 
iilly  good,  so  thiit  thei-e  was  plenty  of  food  and  no  destitntiw- 

We  now  coniL-  to  an  incident  which,  at  a  subeequeiit  sUjJ' 
in  the  liistory  of  tli>'  Hettlement,  was  destined  to  play  i 
)ii)rtiuit  part  and  to  civnte  further  troulilo  for  the  authorities 
at  Kort  (iarry,  Mv  Schiiltx,  whom  we  have  already  mention- 
(hI  in  (.■(iunecti"ii  with  the  Noi-'-Wf«ter,  had  entered  into  pa^- 
nfi-Mhi|i  witli  Mr.  Henry  JMcKenney, and  with  him  carried on» 
general  tnidiiit,'  biiMineas,  which  in  1864  was  dissolved,  and '" 
clDsing  up  tilt-  aeeoiiiits.  the  doctor  claimed  a  sum  of  £300,»» 
\«.-iug  line  him.  Thr  iimtler  filially  came  before  the  court,*!"' 
in  the  eom-M-  i>i'  tlii>  trial   Dr.  Scholtz  made  certain  remnrt* 
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itorj'^  to  the  bench,  which  he  declined  to  retract.  Upon 
le  was  refused  the  right  to  appear  in  his  own  behalf  in 
86  in  question,  and  several  others  which  he  had  pending, 
eing  still  proprietor  of  the  Nor'-  Wester y  he  made  use  of 
iheet  to  denounce  the  authorities  for  their  attitude  to- 

him.  From  this  time  the  paper  became  a  much  more 
opponent  of  the  company  than  it  ever  was  during  the 
ship  of  Mr.  James  Ross. 

1866  the  remnant  of  the  Sioux  that  remained  in  the  set- 
it  were  attacked  by  a  band  of  Red  Lake  Indians,  four  of 
)nner  being  killed,  and  the  authorities,  fearing  lest  it 

lead  to  hostilities  between  the  two  tribes,  decided  to 
it  a  force  of  from  50  to  100  of  the  settlers  to  defend  the 
iient,  but  fortunately  the  Sioux  never  sought  to  retali- 
Shortly  after  this,  a  half-breed  named  Desmarais  killed 
Iteaux  in  a  quarrel,  and  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sen- 
I  to  be  hanged.  The  prisoner's  friends  petitioned  for  a 
utation  of  the  sentence,  and  the  Indians  in  the  neigh- 
xl  threatened  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands  un- 
)e8marais  was  hanged,  so  the  authorities  adopted  a 
8  course,  by  secretly  conveying  him  from  the  settlement 
inishing  him  for  life. 

irill  thus  be  seen  that  the  conduct  of  court  business  at 
liver  about  this  time  was  attended  with  no  small  diffi- 

Indeed,  it  came  as  near  being  a  farce  as  it  well  could 

iras,  however,  a  period  of  ridiculous  proceedings  in  the 
nent,  and  prolmbly  the  most  absurd  was  a  meeting 
took  place  in  the  Court  House  at  Fort  Garry,  on  the 
December,  18H().  At  this  nieeting  there  were  just  five 
IS  present,  who  proceeded  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  the 
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Imperial  Government,  praying  to  be  received  into,  and  to  form 
part  of,  the  Grand  Confederation  of  British  North  America, 
in  consort  with  Vancouver  and  British  Columbia,  in  onler  to 
further  British  interests  and  confederation  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific.  The  Nor- W&^ter  describe<l  the  assemblage  of 
five  as  a  representative  and  impoitant  move  to  get  rid  of  the 
yoke  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  so  it  was  accepted 
in  Canada,  while  in  reality  it  was  the  joke  of  the  settlement 

Another  absurdity  was  a  so-called  invitation  from  the  In- 
dians,  addressed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  asking  him  to  visit 
the  North- West,  a  document  emanating  fi-om  the  fertile  brain 
of  a  white  man,  who  wished  to  distinguish  himself  before  his 
fellows  as  a  man  of  resouix^e.  The  original  draft  of  the  me- 
morial was  written  in  Euijlish,  and  translated  into  Indian  I'V 
a  voun^r  half-breed  at  school  in  the  settlement,  and  no  lu'lian. 
so  far  as  known,  had  anything;  to  do  with  its  pr(xlucti«»n. 

This  extraonliiiarv  <loeunient  ivad  as  follows: — 

ft. 

To  tlie  First-born  <>f  <»ur  (Ireat  Motlicr,  across  tlit*  Greut  Waters. 

Great  Chief,  whom  we  call  Royal  Chief. — We  ami  our  i^et»jilf  li'^''^ 
tliat  our  relations,  the  half-lneeds  and  pale-faces  at  Reil  River,  have  a^k^i 
you  t«.)  come  and  see  them  next  summer.  We  and  nur  jK*«»|»le  als*-  w'*- 
vou  to  come  an<l  visit  us.  Everv  lodtre  will  tjive  vou  roval  welcome  "'^ 
have  the  bear  and  tlie  hutt'al«».  and  our  hunting  gr^'nmls  are  free  t«'  v«'H  • 
our  h<»r.ses  will  carrv  vou.  and  our  do^s  hunt  for  you,  and  we  aii«i  """^ 
jM'ople  will  guaixl  an<l  attend  you:  our  old  men  will  sliow  y«ni  tln*^ 
medals,  which  thev  received  ft»r  beiny  faithful  to  the  Father  of  «»ur<*i^- 
Mother,  (ireat  R«»val  Chief  !  if  v<»u  will  conie.  send  word  to  our  (iuJ'^'^-*' 
Chief  at  Fort  Garrv,  so  that  we  mav  have  time  to  meet  and  receive  J"""  '^^ 
l)eeominir  «»nr  <Jreat  Uoval  Chief. 

In  .Tune  followinir.  ;i  letter  was  received  hv  Mr.  llu'i'^^^" 
SpeiKM*,  the  author  uf  the  memorial,  from  the  Secn^tarv  of  tn^ 
( Jovernor-deneral  of  ( 'auada.  enclosin<j^  a  copy  of  a  despi^t*;''' 
from  the  Duke  of  P>uckin;rham.  acknowledgini;  receipt  <»t  h'> 
coinmuTUcatiMn.  and  statin;^  that  it  had  l>een  ])re.sented  te  ^^'^ 
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Dce  of  Wales.  This  acknowledgment  of  the  worst  fraud 
r  fierpetrated  on  Royalty  is,  we  believe,  deposited  in  the 
[lives  of  the  Dominion  at  Ottawa,  and  ought  to  be  carefully 
serveil. 

)r.  Schultz  now  proposed  to  secure  for  himself  a  seat  at  the 
ncil  board  of  Assiniboia,  a  vacancy  having  occurred,  and  a 
ition  to  that  effect  was  presented,  but  the  powers  at  Fort 
rry  would  have  none  of  him,  and  again  the  Nor -Wester 
indered  forth  its  anathema  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
ly  authorities,  for  their  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the 
►pie. 

n  1807,  the  first  regular  attempt  w^as  made  to  establish  a 
de  between  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  North- West, 

goods  used  in  Indian  trading  and  in  the  settlement  having 
n  importeil  altogether  up   to  that  time  from  Britain  and 

United  States.  In  the  summer  of  1867,  Mr.  W.  E.  San- 
d  (now  Senator  Sanford),  being  in  St.  Paul  on  a  visit,  met 

Begg,  the  writer  of  this  b(X)k,  and  induced  him  to  under- 
e  at  Red  River,  the  opening  up  of  a  trade  with  Canada. 

Sanford  on  his  return  home  induced  several  pi*ominent 
ises  in  Hamilton  and  Toronto  to  take  part  in  the  scheme, 

Mr.  Begg  procee<led  to  Fort  Garry  with  a  company  of 
lers  who  had  been  in  St.  Paul  disposing  of  their  furs  and 
chasing  supplies.  •  At  first  the  merchants  in  the  settlement 
lid  have  nothing  to  do  wnth  Mr.  Begg  and  his  Canadian 
<i«,  believing,  as  they  said,  that  there  was  nothing  to  com- 
^  with  the  British  and  American  manufactures.     But  time 

perseverance  overcame  these  obstacles,  and  a  set  of  excel- 
'  samples  of  Canadian-made  articles  served  to  convince  the 
^tiC8  that  Canada,  after  all,  could  funiish  supplies  equal  in 
'*ty  and  much  cheaper  in  price  than  those  they  had  been 
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in  the  habit  of  buy!  ng.  The  resolt  was  tiiai  ia  Jannuy,  1868^ 
Hri  Begg  returned  to  Canada  with  orders  amoonting  to  nttri; 
$M),000,  which  he  had  received  from  the  Free  fcraden  of  tha 
North- West.  Senator  Sanford  was  the  moving  spirit  ii 
new  enterprise,  and  to  him  more  than  anyone  else  belcngi  tha 
honor  of  having  tirat  established  trade  relations  between  die 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  North- West  Territories.  IV 
outcome  of  this  first  eifort  was  that  from  that  day  CanidiiB 
goods  each  year  found  their  way  in  huge  qaantities  iato  th* 
settlement  Canadian  merchants,  other  than  those  in  BaaSr 
ton  and  Toronto,  became  interested,  and  bid  for  thetavde,  OK- 
til  gradoally  the  British  and  American  made  artJdeB  wM* 
forced  oat  of  the  way,  and  Canada  held  the  trade  i 
alone.  But  to  the  City  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  belongs  the  credit 
of  having  taken  the  initiative,  and  to  the  pluck  andenetgy  of 
her  merchants  is  due  the  fact  that  the  Dominion  trade  tho^ 
early  secured  a  foothold  in  the  Korth-West. 

And  now  we  will  refer  to  the  closing  scene  in  the  McKeD' 
ney-Schultz  disputes,  which  not  only  caused  a  groat  deal  o' 
trouble  to  the  court  at  Red  River,  but  served  the  purpcee  of 
agitatoi's  to  brand  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  mad^ 
undeserved  obliquity.  When  Messrs.  McKenney  and  Schult* 
dissolved  partnership,  there  was  a  considerable  sum  due  a  tt^- 
F.  E.  Kc'w,  of  London,  England,  for  which  the  parties  gave  ' 
joint  proniissary  note.  The  indebtedness  was  afterwards  r^' 
duced  t(>  about  £600,  which  Mr.  McKenney,  it  appears,  w^ 
forced  to  pay  Mr.  Kew,  while  he  was  on  a  \'iBit  to  EnglM»*i 
and  on  his  return  tu  the  settlement  he  instituted  proceedin^^ 
against  Hchultz  to  recover  from  that  gentleman  his  share  i» 
the  trHiisaetioii. 

Mr.  McKenney  obtained  judgment  by  default  against  bts 
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pendent  to  advise  him,  the  firat  step  taken  by  him  beiii;;  to 
provide  for  the  levyinji^  of  taxes,  because,  as  they  soon  fouud 
out,  no  government,  no  matter  how  good,  can  succeed  without 
funds.     But  there  were  rebels  in  the  republic  fix)m  the  verj'     ' 
start,  who  rpfused  to  contribute  to  the  support  ot  the  Pi-esi- 
dent  and  his  council,  and  one  of  these,  named  Macpherson.  was 
duly  inflicted  for  treason,  and  an'ested,  but  his  friends,  going 
at  once  to  his  aid,  rescued  him.  and  then  turned  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  Spence,  however,  did  not  mean  to  allow  the  opportuuit  v 
to  slip  of  a<^ain  bringing  himself  l)efoi*e  the  notice  of  the  In^- 
perial  authorities,  and  so,  in  Febniary,  1808,  he  addresseil  1 1  »♦* 
follow int^  letter  to  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  the  Colonit^: — 

La  Praikie,  Manitoba, 

J'/ff  Ritl  Ri^er  Settlement. 

Februan-  VX  i^^> 

My  L'>iti»     As  l^ivsident  elect,   by  the  pei>plo  «»f  the  newly-* •rp';iiii>=^**' 
< Government  ami  (\>nneil  nf  Manitoba,   in    Briti.**!!  territory,]  liivt-  t:  li* 
ihitifui  honor  of  laying  before  your  Lonlshij*,  fi>r  the  consideniti«»ii  "fl  »  ^^ 
M«»st  (Jraeiods  Majesty,  our  beloved  Queen,  the  circumstances  attend  i '-' 
tlie  civation  of  this  self-supportiui^  ]»etty  government  in  this  isolattii  j  ^  •'" 
tion  o\  Her  Majesty's  donnnions,  and,  as  loyal  British  subjects,  we  iiii^^'* 
blv  and  sincerelv  trust   that   Her    Most    (inicitms   Mniestv,  and  her  •■«*'• 
\  isers,  will  be  pleased  f<»rthwith  t<»  give  this  government  favon»ble  rtx-*-'"- 
nition,  it  lieini:  simply  our  aim  to  develop  <»ur  resources,  improve  thoc ■^■ 
dition  of  the  people,  and  genenilly  advance  and  presei\e  British  intere>t* 
in  this  risinij  Far  West. 

An  humble  address  from  the  })ev»ple  of  this  settlement  t«'  H^' 
Majisty  the  Queen,  was  forwarded  throuixh  the  (Tovern«»r-<ieiieni  '^ 
t'anada.  in  dune  last,  briefly  setting  forth  the  suj>eri<»r  attractit»ns '^i  f^i* 
p«»rtion  nf  the  British  l)«»minions,  thegmwing  ]K»pulHti»ni.  and  the  i:ridu.v 
inHux  of  immigrants,  and  huiid)ly  praying  fi>r  recognition,  law,  and  jin't*^- 
tion,  to  wliieh  no  leply  or  ackn«»wkMlgment  has  yet  readied  this  }K'>I'le. 

Kirly  in  lanuary  last,  at  a  publie  meeting  of  settlei-s.  who  unnil^r 
o\er  t<»ur  hundrt'd.  it  ^vas  unaninmusly  decided  to  at  t»nce  ]»rocee(i  i'>  tn«^ 
tlett  ion  and  construction  of  a  gi»vernment  -  which  has  accijrvlingly  l»tv'' 
carried  out     a  re\enue  impt»se<b  public  buihlings  c^nnnienceil.  t4»  carry  '»'it 
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he  laws,  provisions  made  for  Indian  treaties,  the  construction  of  roads, 
tnd  other  public  wiirks,  tending  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
he  })eople,  the  boundar  es  (}f  the  jurisdiction  being,  for  the  time,  pro- 
Jaiined  as  foIlc»w8  : — 

Sorth — From  a  point  running  due  north  from  the  boundary  line  of 
Usiuiboia  till  it  strikes  Lake  Manitoba,  thence,  from  the  ]K>int  struck,  a 
traight  line  across  the  said  lake  to  Manitoba  Port ;  thence  by  longitud- 
nal  line  51,  till  it  intersects  line  of  latitude  ICO. 

^f<f— By   line  of  latitude  100  to   the   boundary  lino  of  the  United 

*tate8  and  British  America. 

^i*^— The  boundary  line  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council  of  issin- 
)oia. 

St'M/A— The  boundary  line  between  British  North  America  and  the 
nited  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

T.  Spknce, 

Fres,  of  the  Comvcil. 

*  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Colonial  affairs,  London,  Eugland. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Spence  received  the  following  reply  : — 

DOWNINO    STREtT, 

May  30th,   1868. 

^iK— I  am  liirected  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos  to  in- 
fni  you  that  your  letter  of  the  19th  February  hist,  addressed  to  the 
"^retary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  been  forwarded  to  this  depart- 
^nt,  and  that  His  Grace  has  also  received  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
^  you  to  Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Parliament, 
^t.d  the  17th  February  last. 

In  these  communications  you  explain  the  n  easures  that  have  been 
^ken  for  creating  a  so-called  self-supporting  government  in  Manitoba. 
'^Ihin  the  territory  of  the  Hudscm  s  Bay  Company. 

The  people  of  Manitoba  are  probably  not  aware  that  the  creation  of 
'  separate  government,  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  these  papers,  has  no 
^rce  in  law,  and  that  they  have  no  authority  to  create  or  organize  a  gov- 
inunent,  or  even  to  set  up  municipal  institutions  (pro{)erly  so-called)  for 
hemselves,  without  reference  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  to  the 
^lown. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  advised  that  there  is  no  objection  to 
he  people  of  Manitoba  voluntarily  submitting  themselves  to  rules  and 
Bgulations,  which  they  may  agree  to  observe  for  the  greater  protection 
nd  improvement  of  the  territory'  in  which  they  live,  but  which  will  have 


362  HISTORY   OF   THE   XORTH-WEST. 

no  force  as  regards  others  than  those  who  may  have  submitted  thenutekes. 

Ak  it  is  inferred   that  the   intention  is   to  exercise  jurisdiction  uver 

otfenders  in  criminal  canes,  to  levy  taxes  compulsorily,  and  to  attempt  to 

put  in  force  other  powers,  which  can  only  be  exercised  by  a  properly  cun- 

stituted   government     I   am  desired   to  warn  you   that   you   and  yf»ur 

coadjutors  are  acting  illegally  in  this  matter,  and  that,  by  the  course  you 

are  adopting,  you  are  incurring  grave  resixmsibilities. 

I  am    Sir, 

Your  o)>edient  servant, 

♦         ♦        ♦       ♦      ♦ 

The  reeeijit  of  this  official  dcxiuinent  caused  the  inirne<li- 
atc»  collapse  of  the  Republic  of  Manitoba,  because  Mr.  Spence. 
while  (juite  willint^  to  make  hiiiKself  notorious,  was  not  pre- 
pared at  the  same  time  to  incur  the  grave  responsibilities  men- 
tioned in  the  letter  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

The  news  of  the  pix)ceeding8  at  Portage  la  Prairie,  which  we 
have  <U'scril)ecl.  nncl  the  disturbanees  arisinir  out  of  the  Mt*- 
Keiun'v  Selmltz  ati'air,  reached  Canada  in  a  <listorte<l  niaimt'i'. 
and  had  the  ftieet  of  |)roducing  an  iin])ression  that  tliey  w»'n* 
caused  bv  the  niis^joverniiK'nt  and  tvrannv  of  the  Hudson?^ 
l)ay  Company  :  but  wr  liavi*  now  eomc  to  a  period  when  a  divi- 
sion of  tlh'  people  took  plaee  on  tins  very  subject,  and  it  will 
be  seen  tliat  a  very  small  majority  h(»ld  the  opinion  that  the 
actions  of  the  company  were  oppressive.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
settlement  was  !ie\ ci*  more  contente<l  than  at  the  time  we  are 
writin;^^  about.  an<l  although  the  government  of  the  country 
was  acknowle«lged  to  l)e  weak,  if  not  altogether  powerle.s*^,  the 
settlers,  as  a  rule,  were  law-abi<ling,  and  the  condition  of  the 
conuiiunitv.  on  the  whole,  satisfactorv. 

i  t. 

The  majoritv'  of  the  settlers  were  not.  therefore,  in  acconl 
with  the  few  clistiu'lu-rs  of  the  ])eace.  and  agitators  who  hH«l 
rea<-lied  the  \nnuX  wheiv  thei'e  was  "  method  in  their  w^'^' 
ness."  the  jauposr  being  to  play  into  the  hands  of  Canada. '^^ 
showinL:'  the  weakness  of  the  comijanv  s  ixovernnient. 
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!onipany,  on  the  other  hand,  looking  at  it  purely  in  the  light 
of  a  claim  made  on  them,  treated  it  from  a  business  point  of 
view,  without  sentiment,  and  declared  that  when  the  transfer 
was  made  to  them  the  providing  of  a  Scotch  minister  for  Red 
River  was  not  even  mentioned,  and  on  that  ground  they  re- 
fuHed  the  claim.  Had  the  matter  been  presented  to  them  in  a 
Jitferent  form,  it  is  quite  possible  the  Scotch  would  have  had 
their  minister  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  they  did.  Now, 
it  roust  be  clear  to  everj'  unbiased  mind,  looking  at  the  subject 
«t  this  late  day,  that  each  side  had  a  good  case  in  the  view 
taken  of  it.  The  Scotch,  relying  on  the  promise  made  to 
them,  expected  its  fulfilment,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
claiming  to  have  no  share  in  that  promise,  repu<liated  all  re- 
sponsibility in  regard  to  it,  while  the  Presbyterians  in  Scot- 
hmd,  from  whom  the  minister  was  to  be  obtained,  stood  aloof 
Jurinjj  the  time  the  discussion  was  going  on.  This,  it  appears 
to  us,  is  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  case. 

In  onler,  however,  to  place  the  subject  clearly  before  our 
fvaiiers,  we  will  c^uote  from  the  correspondence  that  took  place 
hetween  the  various  pai-ties  in  relation  to  it.  In  a  petition, 
pre8ente<l  by  the  Scotch  settlers  to  the  Governor  and  commit- 
t<*of  the  company,  in  1844,  the  following  clause  appears  : 

"Tlmt  your  petitionei-s,  before  leaving  Scotland,  had  a 
*>lemn  promise  from  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk,  that  a  clergyman 
*>f  their  own  church  would  either  accompany  them  to  this 
^*^ntn',  or  join  them  the  following  year  in  it.  That  when 
"W  Lordship  visited  the  colony,  in  the  year  1817,  this  promise 
^*»then  renewed:  but  the  troubles,  or  rather  the  lawsuits,  in 
^hich  his  Lordship  was  engaged  in  Canada,  detained  him  long 
^•^«re :  and  the  state  of  his  health  aftia*  going  home,  rendering 

• 

itnecessar}'  for  him  to  travel  on  the  Continent  of  Eun)|>e, 
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number  oF  those  who  had  signed  Uie  docnment,  thit  Atj 
started  out  with  the  intention  of  deiaolisbing  tite  oBet.  Tlugr 
were,  however,  restrained  hy  the  Qovemor,  upon  Bown  nniM!^ 
taking  to  pnblidh  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  pedtioB 
for  which  the  aggrieved  settlers  agreed  to  pay.  The  ookOM 
of  this  little  fracas  was  a  suit  for  defamaticm  of 
brought  by  two  of  the  men  against  Bown,  who  was 
to  pay  a  sum  of  five  pounds,  which  he  refused  to  da  He  ws 
then  clapped  into  jail,  but  in  about  an  hour  a  {riend  paid  tha 
amount,  and  the  wrathy  editor  was  released.  This  niaiM 
was  heralded  in  Canada  as  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  «■- 
pany  to  muzzle  the  press  of  the  country,  and  of  ooorae  crtaM 
the  usual  amount  of  indignation  in  places  where  the  dreiB- 
stances  of  the  case  were  not  known. 

In  July,  18(i8.  Mr.  Bown  )jecanie  sole  proprietor  of  the 
(Wiper,  Dr.  Sehultz  retiring,  and  the  issue  became  weekly  ii- 
stead  of  fortnightly.  With  the  change  of  ownership,  Ik«- 
ever,  the  tone  of  the  jouriml  did  not  improve,  but,  on  the  «»■ 
trary,  \'irulent  ahusc  of  the  authorities  became  even  wont 
than  ever.  In  .•\ugust,  however,  the  Nim^ -Wester  did  good 
service  to  the  .settlement  in  calling  attention  to  Uie  distre* 
that  prevailed,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  grasshoppem  h 
the  autumn  of  18f>7,  the  whole  country  was  invaded  If 
swanus  of  locusts,  ami  these  having  deposited  their  eggs,  Ihe 
young  insecta  in  the  following  spring  devoured  every  gn* 
thing  on  the  face  of  the  land.  The  result  was  that  actii*! 
starvation  stared  the  settlers  in  the  face,  and  the  A'or'-Watf^ 
publishetl  an  earnest  appeal  for  aid,  addressed  to  the  inhak- 
tunts  of  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

The  Earl  of  Kiniberlt-y,  tiovemor  of  the  Hudstm's  B*/ 
Company,  and  others,  publiflhe<l  letters  on  the  subject  is  ">* 
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)n  Times,  and,  as  a  i-esuU  of  these  efforts,  generous  dona- 
poured  in  from  all  sources.  It  was  the  darkest  season 
e  settlement  in  many  years,  for  not  only  were  the  crops 
)yed,  but  the  buffalo  hunt  and  the  fisheries  proved  to  l)e 
ete  failures,  and  even  the  rabbits  and  pheasants  in  the 
ry  had  disappeared.  There  was,  therefore,  no  food  for 
eople,  except  what  could  be  obtained  fix)m  the  liberal 
ions  of  outside  friends. 

2  much  abused  council  of  Assiniboia  was  the  first  to  come 
i  rescue  of  the  settlers,  by  voting  a  sum  of  £1,600,  to  be 
diately  spent  in  the  following  manner :  £600  were  appro- 
k1  to  purchase  seed  wheat ;  £500  for  flour,  and  £500  for 
,  hooks,  and  ammunition,  to  be  distributed  among  such 
rs  as  desired  to  use  them  in  procuring  fish  and  game, 
lonation  of  the  Council  of  Assiniboia  was  quickly  fol- 
I  by  a  liberal  amount  (£2,000)  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
)any,  which  made  a  total  of  £3000  in  all  received  from 
in:  then  came  *Canada  with  a  generous  sum,  followed 
le  United  States  with  85,000. 

central  organization,  named  the  "  Red  River  Relief  Com- 
te,"  composed  of  some  of  the  principal  residents,  including 
lovemor  and  the  Bishops,  was  then  formed  for  the  pur- 
of  regulating  the  distribution  of  the  supplies.  The  flour 
provisions  had  to  be  brought  from  St.  Paul,  and  in  order 
ve  the  distressed  settlers  an  opportunity  to  earn  food  for 
families,  a  large  number  of  them  were  employed  to  con- 
the  supplies  over  the  prairie,  the  freight  being  paid  in 
isions,  and  as  the  work  of  freighting  relief  stores,  owing 

^Urio  Oorernment  voted  $5,000  for  the  relief  of  the  Red  River  settlers,  but  Hon.  John 
^  Xaodonald,  for  some  reMon,  opposed  its  payment.  The  private  contributioni  from 
^^•ce,  especially  Hamilton,  were  most  liberal. 

W 
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to  the  lati'iiesK  of  llie  season,  ha*!  to  W  carneil  into  tlir  vi 
months,  it  .-TiiiLl-Mi  nirtny  t.i  li.l,'  .iv.'i'  lli.-  'i^twr.ii. 

In  the  aatamn  there  arrived  in  the  settleiMntt  *  pHl 
CMMMJian  QovemmeDt  employes,  in  duuige  of  lb:  Jok 
Snow,  for  the  pnrpcse  of  con^inu^iDg  a  road  bctwaaa  tte 
Kver  sod  the  I^ke  of  the  Woods,  the  idea  heing  to  fttm 
a  poUic  work,  and  at  the  aame  time  afibn)  rdM  to  tbeaeb 
by  emplt^ing  Uiem  on  it  With  Hr.  Snow  ombm  Mr.  Oh 
Mair,  as  bis  assistant,  and  tim  gentleman,  being  ol  a  ^ 
torn  of  mind,  occa{Hed  his  spaxe  momenta  in  writing  ktta 
friends,  which,  anfortnnately  for  him,  were  afterward!  j 
Hahed  in  a  number  of  Ouaadian  p^ien,'  the  Tomnto  i 
amfmg  the  number.  The  contents  of  these  letters  wen,  to 
the  least,  injudicious,  and  Mr.  Mair's  criticisms  not  • 
brought  him  itito  dinrepute  with  the  settlers  whom  be 
ridiculed,  but  they  also  created  a  boil  feeliug  towards  tbi 
pedition  of  which  he  vf&B  a  member. 

The  French  half-breeds,  of  whom  Mr.  Mair  wrote  dispe 
ingly,  were  particularly  offended  at  the  tone  of  his  letters, 
resented  the  calumnies  which  he  had  endeavored  to  cast  i 
them  as  a  class.  We  would  uot,  however,  have  mentioned 
circumstance,  if  it  were  not  that  these  letters,  from  the  pe 
Mr.  Snow's  assistant,  aroused  a  very  unfriendly  feeling  on 
part  of  the  half-breeds  against  Canadian  new-comere  ge 
ally,  which,  later  on,  had  much  to  do  with  the  difficulties' 
arose  between  the  two. 

We  will  have  occaMioii  to  deal  with  Mr.  Snow's  work  am 
Lake  of  the  Woods  road,  in  a  later  chapter,  luid  will  there; 
proceetl  to  give  our  readers  a  short  description  of  the  set 
ment  an  it  was  immeiliately  |mor  to  the  transfer  of  tlieco 
try  to  Canada. 
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Its  Lionlship  ha^l  cherished  for  some  years  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing a  joumej  thnmgh  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories,  but  mat- 
ers connected  with  his  diocese  and  loncj^  illness  prevented  him, 
until  May  of  the  year  above  mentioned. 

Leaving  Laehine  on  the  16th  May,  in  a  large  canoe  maimed 
by  eight  French  Canadians,  and  Six  Iixxjuois  Indians,  he  as- 
cended the  Ottawa  to  where  the  Mattiiwan  joins  it.  He  then 
passed  from  this  through  La  Petite  Riviere,  and  some  small 
lakes  traversing  the  high  lands,  until  he  reached  Lake  Xipiss- 
injj.  and  having  crossed  it  descended  the  whole  length  of 
French  River  into  Ltike  Huron.  Coasting  up  the  northern 
•hope  of  this  lake,  for  190  miles,  he  came  to  Sault  Str.  Marie, 
and,  cro8sing  over,  passed  into  Lake  Superior  and  along  the 
northern  shon»  until  Fort  William  was  reached.  Here  the 
large  canoe  was  exchanged  for  two  smaller  ones,  and  the  jour- 
ney by  rivers,  lakes,  and  portages  made,  until  L:ike  Wiiuiipeg 
waH  reached  and  the  Red  River  entered. 

In  hiK  journal,  which  he  published  after  his  return  to  Mont- 
^'  he  thus  writes  of  his  ti'eatment  at  the  company's  ]K)st«. 
**icirriel,"  he  says,  *a  letter  from  Sir  C»;i.)rge  Simpson  to  l>e 
pw8ente<l  at  every  post  where  I  should  stop  :  but  the  kindness 
and  attention  which  we  everywhere  experienced  at  the  hands 
^the  company  s  s(?rvants  were  marked  by  an  emprefisonent, 
^hich  showeil  them  to  proceeil  from  spontaneous  feeling,  and 
R*^'e  the  better  zest  to  those  comforts  an<l  refreshments  <le- 
""^nded  by  the  body,  which  were  tendered  in  a  maimer  ami 
wiwler  circumstances  stamping  them  with  a  resemblance  to 
^^^  exercise  of  primitive  hospitality  towards  th(»  way-worn 
"transfer." 

Tiie  Bishop  arrived  at  the  Lulian  Settlement  on  Sunday, 
•^^'^l  June,  1844,  an  1  thus  spi^aks  of  the  scene  which  mtt  his 
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tiie  banks  of  the  Rfd  mid  Aaainiboine  rivers  »ettl«tiiMilfl  lui 
spnmd,  fuid  everywhere  could  be  seen  aigiis  of  comfurt  ud 
prosperity.  The  settiera,  as  a  rule,  were  peaceful  and  liir- 
•biding,  and  the  diaturbances,  which  we  have  QOted  from  timt 
to  Ume,  arose  generally  from  the  acts  of  a  few  uien,  and  vi 
not  partic^tated  in  by  the  community  ns  a  whole. 

The  fVench  half-breeds,  who  had  on  several  occasions  ff^ 
the  Hndaon's  Bay  Coiopauy  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  ven, 
the  time  we  are  writing  about,  among  the  most  peaceful  a 
loyal  of  the  ttettlers  to  the  government  of  the  day.  The  SetnA 
and  English  had  always  b»en  law-abiding,  and,  except  in  tbt 
case  of  a  few  won  over  by  agitators,  they  had  invariably  ttf 
ported  the  authorities.  But  the  company,  knowing  its  mtt 
ness,  unsupported  by  any  foi-ce  of  soldiers  or  conHt»bnUr^t 
was  unable  to  give  that  protection,  through  ita  courts,  which* 
well-ordered  community  has  a  right  to  expect,  and  fortius 
reason  there  was  an  undefined  lack  of  confidence  ainoogiH 
classes  in  its  administrabion  of  affaira  The  company's  offioo 
realized  this,  and  were  looking  forward  eagerly  for 
change  to  relieve  them  of  the  responsibility.  The  Council,  J- 
fchough  appointed  by  the  Hudsou's  Bay  Company,  was  r»l^ 
composed  of  representative  men  of.  the  settlement,  becao*- 
before  an  appointment  was  made,  the  views  of  the  aettlen* 
the  aubject  were  first  ascertained,  and  if  the  couocillors  ti^ 
been  elected  by  popular  vote  the  same  men  would  pn>t«''ty 
have  been  chosen  in  most  cases,  and,  what  is  more,  the  anth*" 
ity  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  have  been  inaiDtam- 
ed,  as  it  was  not  only  the  chief  source  of  revenue  bflt  »'*' 
possessed  of  most  power  to  do  good  to  the  settlement 

The  court-house  was  situated  outside,  but  close  to  the  wal* 
of  Fort  Garry,  and  although  we  need  not  repeat  Uie  partJcul"" 
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relating  to  the  administration  of  the  law,  we  may  say  that  the^ 
process,  though  well  adapted  for  purposes  of  fair  arbitration 
in  simple  cases,  was  liable  to  abuse,  owing  to  its  summary 
character,  and  absence  of  preliminary  and  other  necessary 
arrangements  customary  with  regular  courts  of  law.  The 
agitation  against  the  authorities  and  against  the  courts  pro- 
ceeded, as  already  shown,  not  so  much  from  natives  of  the 
colony  as  from  new  comers,  and  a  few  others  who  had  an 
object  in  wishing  to  upset  the  government  of  the  day. 

The  cultivated  portions  of  the  farms  along  the  rivers  were 
small,  but  immediately  back  of  them  could  be  seen  great  herds 
of  domestic  cattle,  feeding  on  the  plains,  unherded  and  left  to 
roam  at  will,  grazing  freely  on  the  rich  grass  of  the  prairie. 
Just  before  the  harvest  it  was  customary  for  the  settlers  to  go 
"  hay  cutting,"  which  they  did  by  travelling  over  the  prairie 
until  they  came  to  a  desirable  spot,  when  they  would  cut  in  a 
c^njle,  and  all  the  grass  thus  enclosed  belonged  to  the  party 
nay-making,  no  one,  by  the  acknowledged  law  of  the  land, 
•*ing  allowed  to  disturb  him  within  that  charmed  circle. 
Then  a  busy  scene  commenced,  the  mowers  (for  the  settlers 
"^  learned  already  to  make  use  of  agricultural  machinery) 
^^fe  kept  busy,  and  men,  women  and  children  might  be  seen 
•<^ively  engaged  in  stacking  the  hay.  During  hay  time  the 
P®^ple  lived  in  tents  on  the  hay  ground,  and  only  returned  to 
*"eir  houses  when  the  work  was  finished. 

AJnaoet  immediately  after  haying,  harvesting  commenced, 

^'^  any  one,  to  have  looked  at  the  splendid  fields  of  wheat, 

^^d  have  been  impressed  with  the  great  fertility  of  the  soil. 

^  ^Hat  time  there  was  no  settler  away  from  the  river,  the  line 

^ttlement  skirting  the  river  with  tidy  fann  houses,  com- 
"'^ble  bams  and  well-fenced  fields  of  waving,  golden  grain > 
^  a  beautiful  fringe  to  the  great  fertile  prairies  beyond. 
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Socially  there  was  much  good  feeling  existing  l«f«i"" 
clasHca  of  the  (■ouiBiunity,  aiifi  A  more  hospitablp  or  lwf[«« 
people  could  hardly  b«  fomid  on  the  frn-e  of  thi"  «arlli  tl*' 
the  eettleis  of  R«l  River  in  l8fi8-69,  Such  was  ihe  state*^ 
the  setth-nicnt  whttn  'arrangerneiita  !for  the  transfer  of  U" 
country  to  Canada  were  coiiipleteil. 

Ami  now.  in  closing  this  ehapU-r,  we  will  lake  ft  Klan**"' 
the  prt)greHe  of  tJie  Church  from  1849  t*^  18«y,  »  |«ri«l'' 
twenty  years. 

The  caUiedral  erected  by  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis.  whidi  " 
descriWJ  in  a  former  pige  of  this  volume,  was  di^l'^J''*' " 
tire  in  I860,  and  in  1861   Bishop  Tachd  viaited  Enr-pi*,  p«'^J 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  the  restf>ratioii 
chui-ch.  the  result  of  whieh  was  the  erection  "f  tin' 
cathedral  still  standing  in  St,   Boniface-      Al«>ut  thia  Uine 
enormous  extent  of  tenitorv  included  MU^B!  ,i-. 

diocese  of  St.   Boniface,  rendered   i^^^^^^H,  dvnt 

difticult  under  one  head,  and  it 
of  the  Sovereijrn  Pontiff,  to  divide 
and   Mackenzie   Kiver  district  as 
into  Hudson's   Bay  another,  and   thi 
southern  territory,  with  its  head^ii 
first-named  dioi^ese  was  placed  urn!' 
the  -see 
at  Rfd 
diocese 
the  KoiiiJii 
sinnH  ii 
4Mid  in  May, 
pen  era!  coillici 
inspector  of 
her  of  the  o 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

VOYAGEURS,   FREIGHTERS,    HUNTERS,    AND   TRAPPERS. 

Ha^umox,  in  his  journal  of  voyages  and  travels  in  the  inter- 
ior of  Korth  America,  in  1819,  thus  deseriWs  the  character  of 
the  voya^ur. 

"  Like  their  ancestor  the  French,  the  Canadian  voyageui*s 

I^KBese  lively  and  fickle  dispositions,  and  they  are  rarely  sub- 

ject  to  depression  of  spirits  of  long  continuance,  even  wlien  in 

circiiiiiKtaiiees  the  most  advei-se.    Although  what  they  consider 

i^Mul    anting  and  drinking   constitutes  their   chief  gcKxl,  yet, 

when  necessity  compels  them  to  it,  they  submit  U)  great  pri- 

vatioti  and  hardship,  not  only  without  complaining,  but  even 

*'ith  cheerfulness  and  gaiety.     They  are  very  talkative,  and 

•xtiviii^ly  thoughtless,  and  make  many  resohitions  which  are 

)rokei|  ahuost  as  soon  as  formed.     They  never  think  of  pro- 

w'ln^  for  future  wants,  and  seldom  lay  up  any  i)art  of  their 

*'  '*>Uir8  to  serve  them  in  a  dav  of  sickness,  or  in  the  decline  of 

*  ^*      Trifling  provocations  will  often  throw  them  into  a  rage, 

^  they  are  easily  api>eased  when  in  anger,  and  they  never 

^Jr  a  revengeful  purpose  against  thase  by  whom  they  con- 

^'^   that  they  have  l>een  injured.     They  are  not  brave,  but 

^*i  they  apprehend  little  danger,  they  will  often,  as  they  s*iy, 

"^y  the  man.  They  are  very  deceitful,  are  excee<lingly  smooth 

**  lK)Iite.  and  are  even  gro.ss  flatterers  to  the  face  of  a  ]>ei*s<)n, 

***in  thev  will  l)a8elv  slander,  lu^iind  his  back. 


370  HISTORY   OF  THE   NORTH-WEST. 

Socially  there  was  much  good  feeling  existing  between  all 
classes  of  the  comnuniity,  and  a  more  hospitable  or  happier 
people  could  hardly  1k»  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth  than 
the  settlei-s  of  Red  River  in  18(>8-69.  Such  was  the  state  of 
the  settlement  when  'arrangements  .^for  the  transfer  of  the 
country  to  Canada  were  completed. 

And  now,  in  closing  this  chapter,  we  will  take  a  glance  st 
the  progress  of  the  Church  from  1849  to  1869,  a  period  oi 
twenty  years. 

The  cathedi-al  erected  by  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis,  which  vir«i 
described  in  a  former  page  of  this  volume,  was  destroyed  \>y 
tire  in  1860,  and  in  1861    Bishop  Tachd  visited  Europe,  partl>' 
for  the  purpose  of  i-aising  money  for  the  restoration  of  hi  — 
chinch,  the  result  of  which  was  the  erection  of  th<^  handsoin *=^ 
catlie«lral  still  standini^  in  St.   Boniface.       Al)Out  this  timetli*^^ 
enoiiiious  extent  of  territory  inclu<led  within  the  limits  of  th»  •^ 
dioct'se  of   St.   Boniface,  renderetl    its    suj>ervision  exti*einel^ 
ditiieult  under  one  head,  and  it  was  deci<led,  with  the  sanetio:*  '^ 
(►f  the  Soverei^i  Fontiti*.  to  divi<le  it  into  three,  the  Athal>Jisc'S^'* 
and    Mackenzie   Kiver  <listriet   as  one  :  the  country  dniinin  >=^ 
into  Hudson's   Bay  another,  and   the  third  consist inir  of  tb  •'- 
southern  terriUny,  with   its  head<juartei*s  at  Red  River.    Tl*  • 
lirst-naiiied  di<x*est.*  was  plac(»d  under  charge  of  Bishoj)  Faran*   * 
the  second  under  Bishop  (Jrandin,  and  Bishop  Tach^  reinaii»c_'** 
at  Heel   River.     Seven  parishes   were  organized   in  thelatt*:-^ 
dioctse.  witii  alx)Ut  three  thou.san<l  regular  communicants,  ai » •  ' 
the  Roinan  Catholic  clergy   succeeded  in  extending  their  in '^  ^ ' 
sions  VA  almost   every   diivction   throuirhout  the  Xorth-^^♦'^^■ 
^nd  in  May.  1>S()4.  Rev.   Bere   \'an<lenberghe,  a  memlxn*  of  tn*' 
•  ••♦*n«*ral  council  of  tlu*  onhu*  of  Oblats.  in  France,  and  vi.situ*;-^ 
in^jM'ctor  of  missions,  arrived  at  Red  River,  and  visite«l  a  m^'*^" 
Vn*r  of  the  outlvinir  uiissions. 
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lu  l>S(i2,  the  pivsiMit  Ej)iscoj>al  cathedral  at  St.  Johns  was 
0|)eiuMl  by  Bishop  Anderson,  on  the  site  of  the  old  church  Imilt 
ill  18.S4,  and  in  1864  the  bishop  took  his  ultimate  departure 
from  the  settlement,  when  Rev.  T.  T.  Smith  officiated  until 
Bishop  Machray  arrived  in  18G5  and  took  charge  of  the  dio- 
cese.    In  the  meantime,  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter,  who  had  been  at 
the   Cumberland   Mission,  came  to  Red  River,  and,  as^Ai-ch- 
<leacoii,  was   appointed    to   St.   Andrew  s,  which  he  retained 
until  1865,  when  he  retunied  to  England  and  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Archdeacon  Cowley.     St.  Paul's,  which  had  no  regular 
•    cler^'man  until  1849,  was  in  that  year  placed  in  charge  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Chapman,  and  in  1851  a  substantial  stone  church 
having  been  erected  at  St.  Clements  between  the  Indian  settle- 
ment and  St.  Andrew's,  Rev.  Henry  Cochran  was  appointed  to 
i^-      On  the  river  Assiniboine  were  the  parishes  of  St.  James, 
Headingly,  St.  Margaret,  St.  Ann,  and  St.  Mary:   the  first 
^ing  in  charge   of   Rev.  Win.  H.  Taylor  until  1868,  when 
"**v.  W.  C.  Pinkham  was  appointed.     Hear<lingly  at  one  time 
^«8  under  the  Rev.  G.  O.  Corbett,  to  whom  we  referred  in  a 
*o<:Tner  part  of  this  book,  but  in  1866  Rev.  James  Carrie  took 
chaise.     The  parish  of  St.  Mary  was  formed  in  1857,  by  Rev. 
^■^hdeacon  Cochran,  who  officiated  there  until   1865,  when 
^^.    Henry   George   succeeded   him.     St.  Margaret  and  St. 
•-^nn  were  also  founded  by  Archdeacon  Cochran,  and  in  1864  a 
"^SUlar  resident  clergyman  was  appointed  to  them  in  the  per- 
*^^   of   Rev.  John  Chapman,  who  gave  waj'  in  1868  to  Rev. 
^»»»>ert  Cook. 

1*1  all  there  were  twenty-four  clergj^men  in  the  whole  I)io- 

^^^  of  Rupert's  Land,  nine  of  whom  were  engaged  in  regular 

P^*X>chial  duty  in  the  settlement,  while  the  other  fifteen  were 

^'^H>ring  in  the  interior  missions,  some  of  them  lying  as  far 
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north  as  Athabasca.  On  th«  30th  May.  186d,Ahe  fint  'Con- 
ference for  clergy  and  lay  delegates  from  pariabes'  in  the 
Dioceee  of  Rupert's  Land  was  held  at  St  Johno,  lijr  Kdwp 
Uachray,  thus  iaaogurating  the  wort  of  orgaoizatioD  in  tbt 
Cbnrch  of  England,  and  in  the  following  October  the  Venv- 
able  Archdeaeon  McLean  (afterwards  Bi^op  of  Saakth^ 
wanX  anived  in  tiie  settlement,  who,  by  his  great  etmrgfiai 
ontiring  seal,  gave  a  decided  impetus  to  choreh  mttten  in 
Bed  Biver.  In  1867,  he  commenced  holding  serrioeB  in  the 
town  of  Wiunip^,  having  obtained  the  nse  of  a  hall  for  tiiA 
pnzpose,  and  in  1868,  a  small  wooden  ohnrch,  "  Holy  Ttuu^," 
the  first  edifice  of  the  kind,  was  erected  in  the  town. 

When  Rev.  John  Black  arrived  in  Red  River,  aboat  300  td 
the  Scotch  settlers  separated  from  the  Chuix^  of  England  aaa 
attached  themBelves  to  him.  In  1853,  a  second  Pre8b}-t«na<^ 
church  was  erected  at  Little  Britain,  about  fourteeo  mile^ 
down  the  river  from  Frc^  Plain;  and  in  1862,  Rev.  Jaine* 
Nisbet  took  charge  of  it  until  1866,  when  he  went  to  the  Si^' 
katchewan  to  form  a  misaion  there,  and  was  succeeded  ^^ 
Rev.  Alexander  Matheson,  who,  in  1868,  was  replaced  by  BeV- 
William  Fletcher.  In  1866,  a  Presbyterian  church  was  boil* 
at  Ueadingly,  and  in  1868,  another  was  opened  in  Winnipeg- 
There  were  then  three  regular  churches  namely,  KildooaX* 
(Frog  Plain),  Little  Britain,  and  Headingly,  and  four  preicl*- 
ing  stations  at  Winnipeg,  Poplar  Point,  High  Bluff,  in" 
Portage  La  Prairie,  respectively. 

In  1868,  the  Wesleyans  sent  the  Bev.  George  Youn^,  * 
worthy  and  zealous  clei^inan,  to  Winnipeg,  to  estabbd  ^ 
church  there,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  having  donate 
a  lot  of  land  for  the  purpose,  he,  soon  after  his  arrival,  coo"* 
menced  the  erection  of  "  Grace  Church,"  and  in  this  wbv  the 
Methodists  gained  a  foothold  in  the  settlement. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


DISSATISFACTION   IN   RED   RIVER   SETTLEMENT. 

On  the  18th  September,  1868,  Mr.  John  A.  Snow,  received 
instructions  from  Honoi*able  Wm.  McDougall,  then  Minister  of 
PaWic  Works,  to  proceed  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and 
commence  the  opening  of  a  road  from  Fort  (iarry  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  on  the  route  recommended  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Dawson. 
At  that  time,  Canada  had  no  right  or  title  in  the  territory, 
"^^fotiations  being  then  in  progress  for  acquiring  the  same. 

Messrs.  Dawson  and  Hind,  it  is  true,  had  explored  and  sur- 

^®yed  certain  districts  in  behalf  of  Canada,  but  this  was  done 

^^h  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 

P^y,  but  Mr.  Snow  was  put  to  work  without  so  much  as  say- 

^^  **by  your  leave"  to  the  chartered  proprietora     It  was 

^«*e  with  the  ostensible  object  of  affording  relief  to  the  dis- 

^^^^^^  settlers,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  nothing  to 

™o^  in  the  official  correspondence  that  this  feature  of  the  un- 

^t'taking  was  ever  carried  out     Mr.  Snow  says,  that  on  his 

^^Val  in  the  settlement,  he  received  the  verbal  consent  of 

^^^^mor  McTavish  to  carry  on  the  work,  but  in  opposition  to 

^^  there  appears  the  following  paragraph  in  the  report  of 

^^  Messrs.  McDougall  and  Cartier,  the  delegates  to  England 

X  868-9  :     "  During  the  progress  of  negotiations,  a  formal 

^plaint  was  made  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  by  the  repre- 

^^^tetivee  of  the  company,  against  the  Canadian  Government, 
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for  undertaking  the  construction  of  a  road  between  Lake  of 

the  Wooils  and  the  Red  River  Settlement,  without  having  first    ^  ^< 

obtained  the  consent  of  the  company." 

It  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  somewhat  premature  on  the  ^vs«^ 
part  of  Canada  to  take  the  step  it  did  in  face  of  the  bet  thit  ^'•i^ 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  country  were  then  peod* 
ing.  Only  a  few  settlers  were  employed,  the  greater  number 
being  Canadians  and  Americans,  and  these  latter  it  seeoii  ^^ 
gave  Mr.  Snow  a  i^ood  deal  of  trouble  on  aeoount  ci  th«  |^ 
lowness  of  the  wages  paid.  On  one  occasion  they  seiied  ao^ 
threatened  to  drown  him  unless  he  settled  their  demanito 
ftnd  referring  to  this  matter  in  his  report^  Mr»  Snow  thus 
•logizes  the  natives  of  the  country :  "  I  must,  however, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  French  half-breeds  employed,  was^  wii^ 
very  few  exceptions,  respectful,  and  their  labor  honestly 
formed,  and  that  the  disinfection  that  occurred  during  the 
mer  among  the  men  employed,  was  almost  entirely  confined 
Olmadians,  and  deserters  from  the  Ameridui  army." 

In  another  report,  he  hits  his  assistant,  Mr.  Mair, 
liard,  although  he  does  not  specially  single  him  out  by  nan*- 
He  says:    "That  lettera  written  by  Canadians  here, 
have  ap{)eared  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers  inCaoad.-^ 
have  done  harm  I  must  admit,  but  I  have  had  no  hand  in  tii^"*- 
production,  they  have  l^en  published   in   opposition  to 
wishes."     There  is  no  doubt  Mr.  Snow  meant  well,  and  tri' 
to  do  his  duty,  but  he  unfortunately  allowed  himself  to 
allied  to  men  who  simply  used  him  as  a  tool  in  the 
of  their  own  ends.     In  February,  1869,  a  disturbance  arose 
Oak  Point,  the  headquarters  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
owing  to  a  scheme  having  l)een  entered  into  for  the  purpose   ^>* 
buying  from  the  Indians  their  title  to  the  lands,  irrespecti  "^^^ 
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inters  was  to  leave  the  settlement  in  small  bodies  as  soon  as 
wr  arrangements  for  the  trip  were  completed,  and  at  a  given 
ot  on  the  plains  all  would  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  form 
g  camp. 

When  all  were  assembled,  the  roll  was  called,  a  council  of 
«  principal  men  held,  and  a  chief  and  staff  officers  selected. 
*iere  were  captains  and  guides  appointed,  the  latter  being  the 
*ndard- bearers  of  the  party,  and  the  hoisting  of  the  flag 
*«*  the  signal  each  morning  for  a  start  to  be  made,  and  when 
^88  taken  down  it  signified  an  order  to  encamp. 
Thu8  they  travelled  on,  day  after  day,  under  a  regular 
steuiized  plan,  until  the  haunt  of  the  buffalo  was  reached, 
'^1  not  only  were  they  under  command  of  competent  men 
Oeen  from  amongst  themselves,  but  they  framed  laws  which 
^d  to  be  obserN'ed  by  all.  Of  these  latter,  the  following  will 
t*\'e  as  an  example : 

1.  No  buffalo  to  be  run  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

2.  Xo  party  to  fork  off,  lag  behind,  or  go  before  without 
permission.  ' 

3.  No  person   or  party  to  run  bufialo  before  the  general 
order. 

4.  Every  captjiin,  with  his  men,  in  turn  to  patrol  the  camp, 
and  keep  guard. 

5.  For  the  first  trespass  against  these   laws,  the  offender  to 
liave  his  saddle  and  bridle  cut  up. 

6.  For  the  second  offence,  the  coat  to  be  taken  oft  the  offen- 
der s  back,  and  be  cut  up. 

7.  For  the  third  offence,  the  offender  to  be  floggeil. 

S.  Any  person  convicted  of  theft,  oven  to  the  value  of  a 

Hinew,  to  be  brought  to  the  middle  of  the  camp,  and  the 
s 
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oat  towmhipB,  and  otherwise  making  r  general  Einvty  of  tbe 
oonntty.  CoL  Dennia  at  once  proceeded  with  his  waA,aai. 
after  eonaoltiiig  with  the  Crown  Lands  DepartzDent, 
ted  a  memwandom  on  the  sabject,  in  which  he  intimtttd  Ad 
tiiere  would  probably  be  objection  on  the  part  <rf  Utt  bK- 
Iweeds  to  any  sairey  tmtil  their  daipis  had  been  tn< 
and  settled  by  the  DcHninioo  Government.  Mr.  HeDongil 
however,  paid  no  attention  to  this  warning,  ba^  with  Al 
ameeat  of  the  Privy  Coniicil,  issued  an  order,  in  Oetobv,  te 
the  snrveys  to  proceed.  CoL  Dennis  acccndingly  went  to  wok 
to  carry  oat  bis  instmctions,  and  put  men  in  the  field  for  thit 
purpose,  but  had  hardly  conunenoed  operations  whm,  on  tW 
11th  of  October,  a  party  of  men,  headed  by  LooiB  Kd,  i> 
termpted  tlie  survey  Jiml  threatened  violence  if  it  was  not 
stopped.  Dr.  Cowan,  the  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  GanT.then 
made  every  effort  to  induce  Riel  and  his  party  to  withdwr 
their  opposition,  but  without  success,  and  the  Catholic  der^ 
were  even  solicitetl  to  use  their  influenoe  in  the  same  diR^ 
tion.  But  the  spirit  of  rebellion  had  been  aroused,  and  cooU 
not  be  allayed  by  reasoning  with  the  malcontents,  and  so  the 
surveys  and  work  on  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  road  had  to  be 
abolished. 

The  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  French  half-breeds  w» 
caused  through  distrust  of  the  intentions  of  Canadians  t^*- 
ward  them,  and  this  wa8  brought  about  in  a  great  measore  by 
the  acts  of  a  few  men  in  the  settlement  who,  professing  to 
have  the  cause  of  Canada  at  heart,  were  really  mor«  C(H1- 
cemed  in  filling  their  own  pockets.  These  men,  as  soon  as  ibe 
work  of  survey  had  commenced,  staked  out  large  claims  o' 
land  for  tliemaelves,  which  they  openly  boasted  would  t* 
theira  as  soon  as  the  Canadian  Government  secured 
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t>pped  from  the  mouth  into  the  muzzle,  and  almast  before 
le  ball  had  time  to  reach  the  powder  the  piece  would  be  fired, 
rithout  putting  it  to  the  shoulder.  In  this  way  guns  fre- 
lUently  exploded,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a 
lonter  without  a  thumb  or  some  of  the  fingers,  as  a  result  of 
hift  carelessness. 

These  hunts  were  participated  in  by  so  many,  and  the 
Jwigliter  was  so  gi'eat,  that  a  serious  decrease  in  the  number 
>f  butt'alo  took  place,  which  threatened  the  transport  business 
>f  the  country,  pemmican  and  dried  meat  being  the  staple 
articles  of  foo<i  U8e<l  by  the  freighters.  The  In<lians,  too, 
"^ere  most  wasteful,  and  killed  the  buttalo  often  out  of  pure 
"^antonnevHs,  when  the  carcasses  would  Ix;  left  to  rot  on  the 
>»in,  thousantls  of  animals  being  sacrificed  each  year  in  this 
"^*y.  s<)  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  to-day  the  bufialo  is  almost 
extinct. 

Al)out  the  year  1884,  private  individuals  began  importing 
?*"«  from  England  on  their  own  account,  and  for  their  own 
>*^.  ftn<l  gnwhially  the  syst<?m  extended,  until  they  who  com- 
nenct^I  importing  for  themselves  soon  enlarged  the  field  of 
■Dterj)ri8e,   an<l    sent  for  gooiis  on   speculation.     This  for  a 

• 

^^^  Was  countenanced  by  the  Huclson's  Bay  Company,  untij 
fftation  ag}iinst  exclusive  ti'ade  in  fui-s  ])egan,  when  they 
"•ced  oljstiicles  in  the  way  of  it,  esjM*eially  as  the  petty  trad- 
■^  "a*l  taken  jwirt  with  the  agitation.  But  this  did  not  dcF- 
'^y  the  trade,  for  the  petty  merchants,  IxMug  not  altogt^ther 
*pcinient  on  the  English  market,  received  a  large  portion  of 
^T  supplies  from  the  United  Suites.  Up  to  the  time  of  tht* 
^^uiLHtration  in  favor  of  Saver,  in  1849,  these  petty  traders 
*^tine<i  themselves  to  buviuix  and  sellin*'  ordinarv  nuTchai  - 
''^.  the  traffic  in  fun*  being  forbidden,  although  undoubtedly 


378  HISTORY  OF  THE  XORTH-WESW. 

addressetl  a  letter  to  Mr.  McDougall,  iuBtracting  hiiu  to  pv- 
ceed  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Fort  Garry,  to  sopenotend 
the  preliminary  arrange inents  (or  the  organization  of  tlie  te^ 
ritories,  and  rt-port  to  the  Government  at  Ottawa  un  lite 
following  snbjfcts : — .Suitable  names  of  persons  to  act  od  hu 
couiicil — the  state  of  the  laws — system  of  taxation  in  foite— 
state  of  the  Indian  triiaea — nature  and  amount  of  thecmreBcy 
— system  of  education — lands  desirahle  to  open  at  once  ftr 
settlement — ^I'clatioiis  existing  between  the  Hndson's  Bit 
Company  and  the  different  religious  bodies  in  the  territoriw— 
officers  employed  by  the  Hudsoti's  Bay  Company,  salaries,  ett, 
and  the  nautes  of  those  who  should  be  retainer) :  and.  iaiHy- 
Mr.  McDou^ll  was  inatiiicted  to  take  steps  for  the  ext^nfnai 
of  thi-  tele;;T,i]>ii  system  ti.  thf  North- \V.\st. 

Soon  after  his  appcnntinent,  Hon.  Mr.  McDougall  k'ft  tw 
the  North-West,  via  the  I'niteii  States,  and  on  the  1 1th  'W'^ 
IxT.  the  Se<*ivtary  of  State  for  the  Provinces  tranHiiiittft. ''J' 
the  hands  of  Mr.  .1.  A.  N.  Provencher,  the  following  '11X11- 
ineiits : — 

l.st.  A  i-onmiiHsIon  a|tpiilntin>r  him  a.s  Li e»i tenant- dovtrwr- 

'2tii\.  A  t-ominiKsion  to  Win.  Mi-Tavish  and  others,  to  i"'' 
minister  the  oaths  of  allegiance  an<l  oflioe  to  Mr.  McDoujratl' 

itnf.  A  (iiinniisston  to  same  parties  to  administer  imths  "' 
ollice  ti.  nil  pei-sons  a)i|«tintcii  to  office  in  the  Noith-Wect  Tl■^ 
riturie?^- 

4th.  .\  coiiiini.ssioii  appninting  Mr.  5lcl)ougall  IVputy-t!"'' 
enior  lor  signing  Timn-iHgi'  lic-iisi-s  in  the  N'orth-West  tfTit- 


.\\\  th.'.se  <■ 

>njtiiissioiis 

v..-r 

■  to  take  ertect  from  and  after  th"- 

biy  tolH-nai 

u-d  ly  lb- 

M.- 

ifsty.  in  ])nrsuance  of  the  Briti!* 

Ni.rtli   .\iM.-r 

i-a    Act   ..f 

jsi 

7.  for  the  admission  of  Riil«-rtf 
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k1  and  the  North-West  Territories  into  the  Dominion  of 

lada. 

>n  the  80th  October,  Hon.  Wni.  McDougall  arrived  at  the 

B.  post  at  Pembina,  but  in  the  meantime  certain  events 

taken  place  at  Red  River,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
anicle. 

n  the  fall  of  1809,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  McDougall 
Pembina,  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  then  Secretary  of  State  for 

Provinces,  in  company  with  Messrs.  Turner  and  Sandford, 
Hauiilton,  Ontario,  paid  a  Nnsit  to  the  settlement,  and  on 
becoming;  known  that  so  distin^ished  a  party  had  arrived, 
ew  Canadians  undertook  to  hoist  a  flag  in  honor  of  the  oc- 
ion.     There  would  not  have  been  much  harm  in  this,  but 

individuals  in  question  had  taken  a  British  ensign,  and 
ked  on  the  words  "  Canada  "  across  its  face.  There  was  no 
se  in  this  proceeding,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  was  a  pure 
tilation  of  the  national  emblem,  and  if  the  flag  had  been 
8ted,  under  the  existing  state  of  feeling  among  the  French 
f-bree<is,  there  would  probably  have  been  a  serious  disturb- 
e.  Hon.  Mr.  Howe,  however,  was  too  experienced  a  man 
countenance  any  such  demonstration  in  his  behalf,  and  in- 
ated  his  wish,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  it,  that  the  flag  would 

be  hoisted,  a  circumstance,  however,  which  turned  his 
aid-be  friends  into  actual  enemies. 

dr.  Howe's  reason  for  visiting  the  countiy  was  to  see  for 
jself  what  it  was  like,  so  that  he  might  be  the  better  able 
judge  when  dealing  aftei'wards  with  mattei*s  connected 
h  it.  He  did  not  visit  Red  River  to  tiike  part  in  any  party 
ling  then  existing,  or  to  proj)Ound  the  i)olicy  of  the  ex- 
te«l  ( lovemor.  He  came  to  see  the  people  generally,  and 
her  facts  about  the  country,  the  same  as  any  private  indi- 
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vidnaJ  might  wish  to  da  Befnaing  all  invitatiani  of  htspital- 
ity,  he  ke^  himself  a  good  deal  io  his  quarten  at  tha  hotsl, 
receiving  visdtB,  bat  paying  none.  In  txnapaoy  witli  Mr.  W. 
E.  Sandford  (now  Senator  SandftmlX  ^^  made  a  coaple  of 
trips  op  and  down  the  Red  and  AninibcHa  Bivera,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  he  became  conversuit,  no  doabt,  with  a  good 
deal  of  the  feeling  then  existing  amongst  tlie  settleta  in  re- 
gard to  the  propoeed  change  of  government.  But  at  that 
time  there  were  only  gramblings,  and  acts  of  hostility  toward 
Mr.  McDougall  were  not  even  suapeeted.  Mr.  Howe's  well- 
known  fighting  qualities  as  a  statesmea,  and  the  attitode  he 
took  in  defmce  of  the  lights  of  his  native  province,  no  dovbt 
gave  the  impreemcm  to  some  that  his  instincts  were  atmiewlnt 
of  a  rebellious  nature,  and  that,  therefore,  he  sympathized 
with  the  French  half-breeds  in  their  complaints,  but  whatever 
may  have  been  his  inner  feelings,  his  words  to  the  people  of 
Bed  River  were  those  of  assurance  that  Cuiada  would  do 
justice  in  all  eases. 

Soon  after  hia  departure,  however,  the  troubles  commenced 
by  Biel,  with  six  or  eight  followers,  erecting  a  barrier  acrott 
the  road  at  Rivi&re  Sale,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  en- 
trance of  the  new  Governor.  Public  and  private  meeting 
were  then  held  among  the  French,  in  which  Riel  took  a  pro- 
minent part,  the  result  Iwing  that  three  or  four  hundred  m^ 
assembled  at  the  Imirier  with  the  avowed  object  of  keepiif 
Mr.  MeDougal)  out  at  all  hazards.  A  council  was  formed,  of 
which  John  Bruce  was  made  President,  and  Louis  Riel,  Secre- 
tary, the  council  chamber  being  at  Riviere  Sale,  in  the  home 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Richot, 

The  next  step  was  the  sending  of  a  messenger  to  intercq* 
Mr.  McDougall,  with  the  following  missive,  warning  him  not 
to  attempt  to  enter  the  settlement: — 
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"  MuNsiEUK — Le  Couiit4  National  des  Metis  de  la  Riviere 
Rouge,  iiitime  h  Monsieur  W.  McDougall  I'ordre  de  ne  pas 
entrer  sur  le  Territoire  du  Nord-Ouest  nans  une  peraiission 
Bpeciale  de  ce  comit^. 

"  Par  ordre  du  President, 

"John  Bruce. 
"  Lofis  RiEL,  Secretaire. 
■  Pate  k  St.  Norbert,  Rivifete  Rouge, 

"  Ce  21e  jour  d'Octobre.  1869." 

The  following  day  an  affidavit  was  sworn  to  by  W.  Hynian 
before  Dr.  Cowan,  at  Fort  Garry,  which  we  will  give  in  full 
as  it  fairly  represents  the  action  of  the  French  at  the  time  :— 

Bed  River  SettlemenT-I      w.  Hvman  rn^beth  oath,  and  »ith  :- 
To  wit  :  J 

During  the  aftemooti  of  yesterday,  eoiiie  twenty  men,  or  thurenbouta, 
tnUy  aniieil,  made  their  ajipearance  at  the  crossing  of  the  Riviere  Sale, 
on  the  road  between  hei-e  and  Peiiibin»  ;  kiid  other  and  aninllur  parties  of 
men,  Also  armed,  kept  coming  in  during  the  afternoon  and  evening,  till  as 
BLUiy  as  forty  men  were  in  the  party. 

That  the  said  iwirty  of  forty  men  are  now  billeted  (or  were  when  the 
deponent  left  home  this  a.m.,  at  which  time  they  had  sent  off  some  more 
men  for  more  provisions)  round  in  the  adjacent  houses. 

That  the  men  compoaing  the  said  jiarty,  deponent  1>elievoa.  all  belong 
to  the  jutrishes  of  St.  Nurl>ert,  above  mentioned,  and  St.  Vital  ;  and  tha 
the  avowed  object  of  their  meeting  in  anus,  and  waiting  at  the  said  point, 
wu  to  turn  buck  the  new  Governor,  Mr.  McDougall,  and  not  allow  him 
to  enter  int<i  the  colony — one  of  the  men,  in  conversation  with  the  depton- 
cnt,  who  w>s  naturally  anxious  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  such  an  asacm- 
U«ge,  with  arma  in  their  hands,  told  the  deponent  the  above  was  their  ob- 
j«ct ;  and  further  said,  that  if  the  Coventor  persiHt«d  in  attempting  to 
come  farther  than  that  point,  i.e.,  the  crossing  of  the  Riviere  Sale,  they 
*»a]d  shoot  him. 

That  he  waa  informed  by  this  party,  and  believes  the  same  (inasmuch 
*•  he  saw  a  number  of  horsemen  passing  previously),  that  another  party, 
■"•Juntod,  BUpponed  to  consist  of  twenty  men  or  more,  are  now  in  mlvance 
**tt»whore  about  Scratching  River,  accompanied  by  a  man  named  Riol, 
^hoaa  intention  ii  to  stop  the  Governor,  and  to  submit  to  him  several 
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qoestioiw,  or  rftther  dvnuuidH,  in  the  emt  of  xftumg  wUdi  Im  ii  nr***^ 
not  to  proceed.  There  in  ■  futlhnrinrt  third  filj  TiiifiiiM  llmliinnr"*' 
mentiuned,  which  thia  depment.  from  infanoKliaii  reoeired,  luiini^ 
niunber  forty  men.  Should  the  Gorernor  peniat  in  '■"""■g  forwiid,  s*'^ 
witfaHtanding  repeated  wuningft,  theae  paitiea  will  fall  Inn&«b  the  tm^*"^* 
at  the  Riviire  Sale ;  and  then  final  actaon  will  be  taken,  h  ebon  w*^'"' 
tioned,  should  he  Btill  further  endeavor  to  force  his  wqr  <»  to  th*  Mfc^'*' 

That,  among  other  homee  in  the  Tidnitj',  where  CBTtain  of  the  tt***^ 
men  at  Rivi^  Sole  are  billeted,  ten  of  the  aimed  par^  find  qaut«-^  ^ 
the  houM  of  the  Curt  Rev.  P«re  Riehut. 

Finally,  that  the  deponent  eerioualy  believes  that  tiie  Mid  bm  ^>** 
truly  in  earnest ;  and  that  without  prompt  action  being  taken  bj  the  ^**' 
thmtiea,  to  Alert  the  Hame,  a  serious  calamity  is  abont  to  ensue— n*  ^^ 
outrage,  which  may  be  of  a  fatal  chaiacter  on  the  person  of  the  knew**'' 
able  gendeman  now  about  entering  the  colony  to  aHUoie  the  chsu^  ^ 
government. 

(Signed),        W.  Hnusv. 
}<wom  before  ment  Fort  Garry,  ^ 

this  22iid  d«y  i.f  IMobBr  18B!t.  / 

<Sjgiie4l). 

WiLUAM   CoWAN,  J. P. 

Mr.  MfDougall,  while  on  liia  way  ac-i-oss  the  plains,  had  tii«"' 
Mr.  Howe,  who  tokl  him  that  there  was  a  certain  amouut   *-•' 
uiieaiiiiies.s  among  tlie  Reii  River  people,  which  would  pequire    j 
delicate  handling,  hut  that  lie  did  not  anticipate  auy  anu<!<J    1 
insun-eetion.  and  theivfoi-e  the  newly  appointeil  (.Jovenior  vas    I 
])artly  prepared  for  opposition,  but  not  for  the  form  whJeb  i' 
assumed.     After  parting  with  3Ir.   Howe,  he  soon  after  oe' 
llr.  \V.  E.  Saiidfoixl,  who  had  deferred  his  dejiarture  a  ft* 
•lays  after  Mr.  Howe  left,  and  he  it  was  who  first  inforDMJ 
Mr.  McDuugidl  of  the  erectiou  of  the  ban-ierat  Riviere  ^■ 
It  appeal's  that  when  Mr.  Sanfonl  was  ready  to  leave  theK*- 
tiement,  the  hanger  had   iK^n  i^ised  and  he  could  uut  g^ 
thnjugh  without  a  pass.     He  thereupon  consulted  with  Mr  A. 
ii.  B.  Baunat\'iie.  a  prominent  resident,  who  sent  for  Kiel.  SB^ 
in  a  few  wonls  well  chosen  for  the  purpose,  introduced  Mr 
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1*1  ford,  and  that  gentleman,  at  the  expense  of  a  couple  of 
ties  of  champagne,  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Secre- 
y  of  the  insurgents,  the  necessary  autliority  to  enable  him 
pa^s  the  obstruction  at  Rivifei-e  Sale.  He  gave  Mr.  McDou- 
1  a,  very  clear  idea  of  the  troubles  he  might  expect  ahead  of 
li,  a,  subject  upon  which  he  could  speak  from  personal  ex- 
rieiice.  At  the  solicitation  of  Governor  Mactavish,  he  had 
layed  his  departure  from  the  settlement  a  few  days,  for  the 
Impose  of  hearing  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  Assinboia, 
^ut  the  French  uprising,  which  they  were  then  considering, 
that  word  might  be  sent  to  Mr.  JIcDougall,  whom  Mr, 
^ndford  expected  to  meet  on  the  w^ay. 

Ill  the  meantime,  Col.  Dennis  had  gone  down  the  Red  River 
'  see  what  could  be  done  with  the  Scotch  and  English  set- 
^'^,  to  raise  a  force  to  escort  the  new  Governor  in,  and  the 
dlowing,  taken  from  his  report,  will  show  the  state  of  feeling 
^  the  settlement  outside  the  French.  He  thus  describes  the 
^^tiinents  of  the  settlers :  ''  We  (the  English  settlers)  feel 
^ntidence  in  the  future  administration  of  the  government  of 
^^8  country,  under  Canadian  i-ule ;  at  the  same  time,  we  have 
^^t  been  consulted  in  any  w^ay,  as  a  people,  in  entering  into 
'*^«  Dominion.  The  character  of  the  new  government  has 
^^n  settled  in  Canada,  without  our  being  consulted.  We  are 
E^J^pared  to  accept  it  respectfully,  to  obey  the  laws  and  to  be- 
^ine  good  subjects :  but  w^hen  you  present  to  us  the  issue  of  a 
inflict  with  the  French  party,  with  wdiom  we  have  hithei'to 
^ved  in  friendship,  backed  up,  as  they  would  be,  by  the  Roman 
catholic  church,  which  appears  probable,  by  the  course  at  pre- 
sent being  taken  by  the  priests,  in  which  conflict,  it  is  almost 
ertain  the  aid  of  the  Indians  would  be  invoked,  and  perhaps 
>btained  by  that  party,  we  feel  disinclined  to  enter  upon  it, 
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"  Thftt  (Aiil  company  hnve  nUo  >Mumed  the  power  to  taoA  tuib.  Dia- 
lect cuBtiinu  duel,  and  levy  taxes  Hgnioiit  Britiah  mibjeota,  aad  bintt- 
forued  unjuat  and  arhitmry  laws,  in  defiance  of  ereij  principle  of  ri|k 
and  juKtici>. 

"Your  patilicinurM  iiiiire  aBt>ecUll;  pray  the  attentiuu  of  your  H<«<inl4« 
House  U>  tbnt  region  o(  country,  deaigiut«il  na  the  Chartered  Tenihiif, 
.  over  which  said  company  eieiciwit  a  aovereignty  in  the  noil  u  veDui 
monniHiIy  in  the  trade,  and,  which  said  ct>iii)>aiiy  cUiuu  «»  a  right  tbatlt- 
Hures  t<>  them  in  ptrpetwi,  in  coiitradiHtiiiution  to  that  portion  of  maalrj 
over  which  they  claim  an  excluaive  right  of  trudo,  but  for  a  limited  piriid 
only. 

"Whilst  your  |>etitioncrB  believo  tliat  this  latter  claim  ia  founded  u[j(iai 
legal  right,  they  humbly  Mubinit  that  a  renewal  uf  auch  liceniie  nf  eiclunn 
trade  ia  injurioue  tu  the  iuterestfl  <if  the  country  tui  niunopo  ised  lod  Id 
contravention  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabjtanta  of  Canada, 

"YouT  petitioners  therefore  hucubly  pray  that  your  Honorable  Hraa 
will  take  into  couaideration  the  Hubject  of  how  far  the  aHHUin)>tiim  of  ]»»- 
(jr  on  the  |Mrt  of  the  Hudson's  \iny  Couipitny  interferes  with  Csiudiu 
rightH,  and  us  to  the  nLi'ew.sity  of  more  jHirtit-ulwIy  durluring  th«  ^""iiir 
ariL'H  of  I'ikiiadH  on  the  wfatward.  and  »n  the  northwani,  and  uf  H'eiidiD| 
throui^bout  the  [irotertion  of  Canailiaii  laws,  iind  the  Ixinetils  of  CanidiiD 
institutions. 

"  Ami  your  pftitioners,  ;is  in  duty  Imiind.  will  ever  pray. 

"  (Signfil)     Th.)h\»  Claokwis,   Prnldn,!. 

'■  CHAKI.K8    ItOBERTSOS,  Sffrllnr--" 


The   iiiHtniftiiHW  givfii    to   ('liicf  Jiistico    Di-aper.  werv  »• 

tulkiw  :— 

Seckktahv's  (lifnrE,  Toro.sto, 

aOth  FebruaO".  I**'' 
Sir — 1  hiiVL'  till-  bcmiir,  by  noiumand  nf  HIh  Excellency  the  (iin'tOf''" 
(ienenil,  to  coniiinmii'ati!  to  yuu,  hereby,  bis  Kxeelleucy's  inslmctimi' ''' 
your  guidan<.'<.-,  in  c'liuuction  with  your  mission  to  England,  hs  tlie  j{>K>^ 
iijjiunt,  appointed  to  rejiveMunt  (.'aniidiiin  rigliti  and  intere»tB,  licfiW 'i" 
|,i-,.l«.Bed  Comuiiltit'  of  the  llonse  of  fuuiuions,  ..n  the  subj-^rt  •■(  'I" 
llild»,-n'.s  llay  Ttrritoiy 

I  am  to  lu'cniise,  howevur,  Ibiit  iin  it  ix  impiwsible  to  anlicil""' '^' 
natui'e  of  the  evidence  that  may  be  taken,  or  the  eoncluKion  thiil  i"*!' 
arriieil  at  by  the  Coinniitte«,  or  the  ourHO  which  Parliaiunil  "'  ^" 
Maje.sty'K  (iovtinuK-nt  may  think  priUHT  to  adopt  on  the  re|Kirt  i-f  '•' 
eomniittff.  it  h  not  in  his  Kxi-elh-ntys  power  to  wmvey  to  you  at  [■".*""■ 
any  inatrnctioiis  of  n  pfeiiHc  oi'  definite  cliHritcter. 
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miicli  Anxiety  to  hear  that  officer  so  express  a  belief  that  you  would  be 
inclined  to  act  upon  it  ;  although  I  cannot  but  add  that  I  fully  share  in 
his  feeling  of  mortification  at  being  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  constrained 
to  c<»uiisel  such  a  course. 

I  Uuve  not  myself  seen  Colonel  Dennis's  communications  to  yon  on  the 
8ul>ject  of  these  unfortunate^  occurrences,  but  he  has  been  kind  enough  to 
read  them  to  some  members  of  the  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  judge  of  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  his  information,  and 
upon  their  assurance  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  contents  of 
the  Colonel's  communications  to  you,  may  be  relied  upon  as  conveying  in 
the  in«in  a  correct  narrative  of  the  occurrence  to  which  they  refer,  and  a 
'**>*  I'e presentation  of  the  popular  sentiment  throughout  the  settlement. 

*^e  question  which  now  presses  itself  upon  every  mind  is,  what  is  to  be 
d«»ne  to  securi)  your  peaceable  entrance  into  the  settlement  /  So  far,  all 
our  expedients  have  failed  ;  and  unless  the  efforts  of  a  temporizing  char- 
•^^'^^^  which  are  still  being  earnestly  used  for  the  dLspersion  of  the  mal- 
cont^nts,  succeed,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  your  coming  into  the  settlement, 
*^  tKe  present  moment,  would  not  be  free  fnmi  considerable  danger. 

'^*^>m  Col.  Denis's  despatches  and  this  letter,  you  will  derive  as  full  and 

**^^**Hte  knowledge  of  the  position  of   the   affairs  here,  as  I  believe  can 

'^^*'y    veil  be  given  in  writing  ;  ami  having  witisfied  myself  that  you  are 

'^I'-^'^inted  with  all  the  material  circumstances  of  the  case.  I  think  that 

y*^^    *Kre  now  in  jKissession  of  the  principal  data  for  enabling  you  to  deter- 

"***i^  the  important  question  of  your  movements  :  and  I  need  not  say  that 

**'*«^11  nn«t  anxiously  await  your  decision. 

**Ut  without,  of  course,  in  any  way  meaning  to  prescribe  the  line  to  be 

*     *^Ue<l.  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that,  to  those  who  with  myself  have 

*^^  deliberating  ujxm  the  most  advisable  steps  to  be  taken  in  circum- 

^^ces  of  St*  embarrassing  and  so  critical  a  nature,  there  have  been  sug- 

**^*^ted  three  courses  for  meeting  the  dithculty  oh  it  now  htands. 

*he  first  is,   that,   there  happily  being  among   even  the  French  half- 

^^^Hids  a  considerable  clement  of  well-disposed  persons,  there  should  be 

^^fully  selecteil,  from  that  section,  a  b<Hly  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  men, 

^«^*>,  mount^ed  and  armed,  shouM  proceed  to  Pembina  and  escort  y<>u 

^^itirely  clear  fn»m  the  r«»ad8  on  which  the  malcontents  are  known  to  have 

^ken  up  their  (Xkaitions. 

The  secrmd  is,  that  of  making  a  public  call  u|Hin  the  whole  loyal  portion 
•^f  the  settlement  to  turn  <)ut  in  the  cause  of  order,  and  to  the  numl>er  of 
^y  .'*00  unanue<l,  able-luKlied  men,  if  such  a  force  could  be  musteretl, 
proceed  to  Pembina  and  esi'ort  you  into  the  settlement,  by  the  usual 
toute,  whether  the  malcontents  remain  up<m  it  or  not. 

And  the  third  is,  that  you  should  remain  at  Pembina  and  await  the 
issue  of  conciliatory  negotiations,  with  the  view  of  procuring  a  peaceable 
dis|>eniion  of  the  malcontents. 
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Now,  with  respect  to  the  first  of  thoN  ooanw,  it  i^  in  bij  opinion, 
open  to  the  grere  objection  that  even  if  it  wen  to  ieMia  in  yoor  aefe 
«rri^-Kl  amongBt  un,  it  would  obrioualjr  involve  a  virtual  adnowledgment 
of  the  BHCeiuhuicy  of  theee  lawleee  people,  and  would  have  •  direct  t«n- 
deticy  to  inapire  them  with  freeh  oourege  in  the  praaMution  of  their 
designa ;  and  beaides,  I  am  atrongiy  of  opinion  that  nndor  pnaant  cir- 
ooniatancee  your  peniHial  aafet;  could  not  be  auBciMitly  proridad  for  by 
the  attendance  of  mi  imall  a  body  of  men  as  that  prt^Meed — ■  body  laiga 
enough  to  provoke  a  ooUiaton,  but  probably  far  from  rtrong  «aougfa  to 

The  necoiid  is  one  which,  all  along,  the  local  authoritiee  have  been  poo- 
dering,  but  one  which,  aa  in  somewhat  aimilar  emergendee  on  fonur 
occaaiooB,  they  have  hitherto  abmnk  from  adopting,  partly  from  a  nb- 
giving  M  to  tlie  extent  and  the  ipirit  of  the  reaponae  to  auch  »  otll  h  t^ 
propoeod,  and  ]MTtly  also,  but  principally,  from  an  apprehenaioa  of  [■•- 
dpitating  a  ooULsion  between  different  aectiona  of  the  people,  whidi  Kdiit 
plui^(e,  not  (Hily  the  lettlement.  but  the  whole  territory  into  all  the  d» 
aatera  of  a  war  of  races  and  religionn—a  war  in  which  the  legitimsla 
object,  for  wliidi  it  hail  lit'eii  begun,  would  prolmbly  soon  be  lost  s^ht  li, 
mid  iKiiuiciti  anil  jirejuilii-e  alone  unininte  the  niimU  iif  thone  engnged  ia 

Tu  the  council  niiil  iityKelf  it  HjiiieitrH  that  undtr  the  prewnt  ciieum- 
•tiiiiOL-s  tlif  tliiiil  j)rc<|His.-il  ii  (lie  only  one  that  can  l>c  regarded  at  prudent 
or  iinicticiihle  ;  hikI  it  is,  Iherufore,  our  opinion  that  you  xhoulil  nm»in. 
at  I'eiiiliinn,  and  mmlt  the  ii'tui'  of  conciliatory  negotiations,  in  the  h<^  <>* 
]in>curin)j  n  |icHceitl>le  disiieiiion  of  tliu  nialenntcnts. 

1  liuve  only  i"  "d'l  ""it  although  this  letter  proceeds  uatensibly  f«ow» 
uiyHelf,  it  einlxxlieH  the  views  of  the  Council  nf  AasiuilKiine.  and  thtC—  ** 
a  meeting  iif  the  council  to-day,  held  for  the  express  pur[)oiN!,  It  wm  »**^ 
411 1  ill  loi  Illy  Bilopted  as  the  coaimunicatiun  which  I  ahoulil  im  media  C'^^^ 
miW-t'.you. 

>jii'iiest1y  )io|iing  that  ere  lung  tiiime  peaceable  solution  of  all  tft~s  *^^ 
.iimcultics  iiiHy  l.u  arriveil  at. 

1  ani,  my  dear  sir, 

Youn  faithfully. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

OUT-BREAK  OF  THE  FKENCH  HALF-BREEDS. 

Mr.  J.  A.  N.  Provencher,  whom  we  mentioned  in  the  last 
chapter  as  having  been  sent  by  Mr.  McDougall  to  Fort  Garry, 
with  a  message  to  Governor  Mactavish,  was  promptly  stopped 
at  the  barrier,  by  the  French,  and  turned  back  to  Pembina. 
Capt.  Cameron,  who  came  with   Mr.  McDougall's  party,  also 
attempted,  about  the  same  time,  to  gain  entrance  to  the  settle- 
ment, imt  he,  too,  was  sent  to  the  right-about,  a  guard  of  25 
^f  30  men  accompanying  him  and  Provencher  to  the  boundary 
"'^e,  and  this  same  guard,  under  command  of  a  French  half- 
^reecl,  named  Lepine,  conducted  Mr.  McDougall  and  party  fix)m 
"®  H.  B.    Post  into  the  United  States  territory,  and  warned 
^iierti  not  to  enter  the  settlement  again.     Col.  Dennis,  who  had 
^*ri^j  Mr.  McDougall,  then  went   to  work  with  energy,  and 
^ged  comfortable  quarters  for  his  chief  and   his  followers, 
to  the  American  Customs  House, 
^^ol.  Dennis,  however,  before  leaving  the  settlement,  com- 
^^^^d  an  act  which  might  have  led  to  very  serious  conse- 
^^ices.     Under  cover  of  continuing  the  surveys  in  the  direc- 
^^  of  Portage  la  Prairie,  he  sent  a  number  of  his  men  in  that 
^^^tion,  with  instructions  to  raise,  if  possible,  a  force  to  bring 
^Ir.  McDougall,  but  foi-tunately  the  attempt  did  not  succeed, 
^^^  bloodshed  was  avoided. 

>n  the  19th  November,  Mr.  McDougall  received  a  despatch 
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from  tiie  Secretary  of  State  at  Ottawa,  approving  of  One  eooiM 
he  bad  pursued  in  remaining  at  Pemlnna,  and  atatiDg  eipli- 
titij  as  follows : — "  Aa  matters  stand,  yon  can  claim  or  aaot 
no  anUiori^  in  tiie  Hudson's  Bay  tenitory  nntil  the  Qveeo'i 
Proclamation,  annexing  tiie  coimtry  to  Canada,  readua  yon 
•    •    •    •    If  Qovemor  Hactariah  either  dedinee  to  cdmit 
you,  or  is  powerless  to  give  you  safe  conduct,  stay  where  to 
are  until  further  advised.     You  had  hotter  inform  Oavam 
Mactavish  that  you  are  only  proceeding  to  Fort  Oany  on  0» 
assumed  consent  of  the  Company."     In  the  meantime,  bo«- 
ever,  Mr.  Hactaviah  had  written  Mr.  McDongall,  advimng  loo, 
in  the  interest  of  peace,  to  return  to  Canada,  as  his  pntau 
at  Pembina  was  likely  to  cause  the  perpetuation,  and  posA^ 
aggravation,  of  the  disturbances,  at  the  same  time  adding,  thit 
he  might  postpone  his  departure  for  a  (aw  dajs,  in  the  hopec*     I 
a  turn  of  affairs  for  the  better.    Had  Mr.  McDougall  then  acted     I 
upon  the  advice  of  Mr.  Mactavish,  we  might  not  have  had  to     ] 
chronicle  the  series  of  unfortunate  events  that  followed,  «i»i 
he  would  probably  have  filled  the  position  of  Governor.    But 
he  cho'^e  to  follow  the  counsels  of  supposed  friends  in  the  set- 
tlement, and  remainet]  at  Pembina  only  to  beat  an  ignomini- 
ous retreat  in   the  end.     In  fact,  there  was  no  enthusiasm  on 
the  part  of  the  Red  River  people  in  regard  to  his  entrj'  into 
the  country,  and  in  making   him  believe   the  contrarj'.  his 
fritnds  misled  him. 

On  the  Snd  November,  Mr.  McDougall  wrote  a  singular  I*"*" 
ter  to  Governor  Mactavish.  reniindiug  him  that  he  was  re- 
sponsible tor  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  acknowleog" 
ing  at  the  same  time  that  he  (McDougall)  had  no  power  ** 
a.sHinne  or  exercise  the  powers  of  government  until  "^ 
Majesty's  Royal   ProclaJuation  pemiitted  him   to  do  so.  **^ 
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Fact  should  be  remembered  in  the  light  of  after  events, 
t  the  same  time,  however,  a  number  of  Canadians  resid- 
I  the  settlement,  sent  an  address  to  Col.  Dennis,  offering 
3  call  to  proceed  to  Pembina,  and  escort  Hon.  Mr.  Mc- 
all  into  the  country.  Shortly  after  this,  the  Secretary  of 
at  Ottawa  wrote  to  Mr.  McDougall,  that  Her  Majesty's 
mment  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  facts  relating 
3  opposition  of  the  Prench  half-breeds,  and  at  the  same 
instructing  him  to  avoid  all  collision  with  the  insurgents, 
my  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States, 
hus,  with  his  explicit  instructions  on  the  one  hand,  and 
fficious  offers  of  his  friends  on  the  other,  Mr.  McDougall 
truly  be  said  to  have  been  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma. 
e  French,  during  this  time  were  carrying  things  with  a 
hand,  which  was  not  conducive  to  the  success  of  their 
Parties  were  stopped  at  the  barrier,  and  the  mails  de- 
J,  thus  inconveniencing  all  classes  of  the  community,  and 
e  2nd  Novemlier,  it  was  decided  by  Riel  (who  was  actual- 
i  head  of  the  uprising,  Bruce  being  only  nominally  so), 
Fort  Garry  should  be  taken  possession  of.  Accordingly 
at  day,  he,  with  a  party  of  his  followers,  made  their  ap- 
nce  before  the  gate  of  the  fort,  and  on  being  asked  their 
)n,  said  that  they  had  come  to  guard  the  place.  Dr. 
n,  the  oflScer  in  charge,  protested  strongly  against  the 
eding,  but  Riel  paid  no  attention  to  his  remonstrances. 
Jetting  his  guards,  took  command  of  the  fort.  He  next 
I  visit  to  the  Nor- Wexter  office, and  recjuested  Mr.  Bown, 
iitor,  to  print  off  some  copies  of  a  notice  to  the  people  of 
iiver,  which  that  gentleman  flatly  refused  to  do.  There- 
Bown  was  made  a  prisoner  in  his  own  office,  while  a 
i  of  compositors,  engaged  for  the  purpose,  printed  oft'  the 
ing  document : — 
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PUBUC  NOTICE  TO  THE  INHABITANTS  *)F  Rl  PEBTS  LaJOi. 
Th»  Prendent  and  Representatives  of  the  Fr«ncb-B{icakuu;  popuUtiiit 
of  Bnport'a  Land,  in  council,  (tlio  ittvuilerit  of  imr  riglila  ba-ing  nun  rijol' 
lod),  alrwdT  nwu^  of  your  8;niiiath}',  do  eiLcuil  Uiv  hiuul  »t  frleoibtiipUi 
Ton,  oar  hundlf  fellow -inhobitiuiiB,  Mid  m  doing  bu  Mi*ito  ytw  (i 


twdve  reprexuu 
St.  John* 
HMdingly 
8t.Huyi 

8t.  FMib 
St.  AikdrawB 


ives  from  the  following  pIaoM<  rit. : — 


8t  JaiBM- 

Kidonan 
8t.  F'eten- 


Town  of  Wiunip^         -  2 

in  ordor  to  fbrm  one  body  with  the  ahow  council,  c«nn«tioK  of 
membon,  to  consider  the  jireacnt  politicnl  itate  of  this  connti;,  Mid 
mio^  such  nieaaures  as  may  be  deemed  beat  for  the  future  welfare  of  lli 


»f  the  above  ouuneil  will  be  held  in  the  Court  Hoiiw,  tt  P<«t 
Garty,  on  Tuesduy.  the  16th  day  of  November,  at  which  the  iiivtt«d  if. 
prexentativee  will  at  lend. 

By  order  of  the  President, 
Winnipeg,  Nov.  6lh,  1809.  Locis  RiKL,  SoTtlam. 

A  rumor  now  reached  the  eara  of  the  inaur^ento.  that  Mr. 
McDougall,  having  brought  with  him  a  quantity  of  arms  hod 
Canada,  intended  running  them  into  the  settlement  to  be  oaail 
by  the  Cauadian  paiiy,  and  this  was  seized  upon  as  a  pretext 
by  Riel  to  examine  every  cart  at  the  barrier  before  allowinj 
them  to  pass  in,  a  procewling  that  annoyed  and  inconveniaie™ 
all  the  traders  in  the  country,  and  caused  a  good  deal  of  iU- 
feeling  towai-d  the  French.  It  was  also  an  unfortunate  at- 
cumstance  that  arms  should  be  allowed  to  form  part  of  fc 
McDougall's  bagyage. 

Soon  after  the  taking  of  Fort  Garry,  Governor  Macto"" 
wrote  to  Mr.  McDougall,  infonning  him  of  what  had  t»k« 
place,  and  receivoil  a  rei)iy  from  which  the  following  eiW* 
is  taken : — 

"  I  wrote  you  two  letters,  both  in  one  envelope,  detailing  t" 


:-^ 


■»    ■ 


398  HI9IOBT  OF  THE  MCHrTH-inEaT. 

"  The  oompony,  beyood  all  qaestioD,  an  de^y  cmeenied  ■ 
the  matter.  Half-breeds  Utemaelvea  dedan  that  th^  ban 
received  assistance.  *  *  *  Issue  your  proclamatitm,  and  it  wil 
be  respODded  to  by  500  men." 

Hr.  UcDougsll  might  well  have  ezclumed.  "  Praerve  ■• 
from  my  friends,"  but  it  woold  seun  tiiat  he  was  in  active  eor^ 
respondence  with  these  parties,  through  Colonel  Dennia,  form 
find,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  that  gentleman  the  folk>wiii|f 
remarh: — "  We  will  have  a  strong  protest  in  to  the  antboritia 
here  at  once  afrunst  tiieir  inaction,  and  embodying  the  A^gi^ 
tions  made  in  the  letter."  The  fact  of  Colonel  DeDiiis  han^l 
acted  with  the  authority  of  Ur.  McDougall,  and  intrigued  wHk 
parties  in  the  settlement  to  interfere  with  Ur.  Haetavirii  ■ 
the  dischai^  of  his  duties,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  nndi^ 
tied  on  the  part  of  an  in-coming  governor. 

The  protest  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Col.  Dennia  was  put 
ill.  anil  the  Nor'-Wester  made  known  the  fact  in  the  moat  ni- 
fensive  manner,  under  the  following  heading: — "The  Crisi*!' 
"  Loyalty  Triumphant!"  "  The  Governor's  Proclamation! "  The 
protest  wuM  then  given,  at  the  end  of  which  appeared  the  M- 
fowing  words  r — "  Here  is  the  Proclamution  drawn  frm 
Governor  Muctatii-k  on  the  present  state  of  affairn." 

(iovernor  Jlactavish,  however,  did  not  view  matters  frm 
the  saiiie  stand-point  a-s  Mr.  McDougall,  for,  in  a  letter  to  lb» 
latter,  he  says : — "  It  appears  that  you  are  under  the  belirf 
that  a  Proclnniatioii  from  this  government,  explaining  the  Istf 
Imperial  Act  regartling  tlie  territory,  and  warning  the  peoplf 
of  the  consequences  of  steps  tending  to  impede  any  actioD  tb*» 
might  be  taken  mxler  its  provisions,  would  have  a  salatvy 
effect  in  checking  tlie  present  unlawful  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  French  population.     It  is  difficult,  if  not  impos^ble.  to 
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aay  iw'ith  any  degree  of  certainty,  how  far  that  measure  might 

bave  produced  such  a  result;  but  if  due  consideration  be  given 

to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  local  authorities 

here  stood,  there  will,  perhaps,  appear  to  be  but  little  ground 

for   surprise  at  a  measure  of  that  kind  not  having  been  a- 

^pted.    The  Act  in  question  referred  to  the  prospective  trans- 

ler  of  the  territory ;  but  up  to  this  moment  we  have  no  oflS- 

y    cial  intimation  from  Britain,  or  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  of 

r    the  fact  of  the  transfer  or  of  its  conditions,  or  of  the  date  at 

;     which  they  were  to  take  practical  effect  upon  the  government 

^   of  this  country." 

f 

S*      Governor  Mactavish,  however,  knowing  that  a  convention 

f  of  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  settlement  had  been  called 
y  to  meet  on  the  16th  November,  decided  to  issue  a  Pixxjlama- 
tion,  and  entrusted  it  to  his  secretary,  Mr.  Hargrave,  to  be 
read  at  that  meeting.  On  the  day  appointed,  twenty-four 
delegates  appeared,  and  as  they  entered  the  Court  House  at 
Fort  Garry  a  feu-de-joie  was  fired  by  the  French  half-breeds, 
«nd  a  salute  of  24  guns  from  the  walls  of  the  fort.  The  con- 
vention consisted  of  the  following  members  : 


ENGLISH. 

Town  of  Winnipeg,  Henry  McKen- 

ny,  H.  F.  O'Lone. 
Kildonan,  James  Ross. 
8t.  Johns,  Maurioe  Lowman. 
St.  Pauls,  Dr.  Bird. 
8c.  Andrews,  Donald  Gunn. 
St.  Clements,  Thos.  Bunn. 
St.  Peters,    Henry  Prince,  (Indian 

Chief  of  the  s.ttlement). 
St.  James,  Robert  Tait. 
Headingly,  WUliam  Tait. 
St  Anns,  Geo.  Gunn. 
Portage  La  Prairie,  John  Garrioch. 


FRENCH. 

St.  Francois  Xavier,  Francois  Dau- 

phinais,  Pierre  Poitras,  Pierre 

Lavieller 
St.  Boniface,  W.  B.  O'Donohue. 
St.  Vital,  Andre  Beauchemau,  Pierre 

Paranteau,  sr. 
St.  Norbert,  Louis  La  Serte,  Bap- 

tiste  Tournon. 
St.  Anns,  Charles  Nolin,  John  Bap- 

ttste  Perrault. 

John  Bruce,  President. 
Lt')Vis  RiEL,  iSecretary. 


394  HISroRT  OF  THE  KORTH-inEBr 

At  the  opening,  Mr.  Hargrave  presented  the  Oovenwr's  Vi»< 
damation  to  Mr.  Henry  McKenney  and  requested  him  to  nmi' 
it  aloud  to  tlie  members  present  The  ftdlowing  is  the  dotn- 
ment  in  full  :— 

Wbxkkas  I .  Wiltiftiu  H&cbtvwh,  Oovemor  of  AMoflwu,  Iwts  been  ia- 
formed  th>t  a.  meeting  is  to  be  held  to^y  of  ptnoiu  firam  th*  rtilB  iimiI 
diatricta  of  tlie  Bettlement,  for  the  oatetuible  ptupoae  o(  t^ing  iata  mt 
■idention  the  giresent  political  condition  of  the  otdonj,  and  for  mmbnHm 
■uch  nieaaurfts  sa  may  uppeu  to  be  best  md^ited  for  meetiiig  tha  AShI 
tiea  and  dangurs  couaected  with  the  exiating  state  of  public  a&in.  As) 
whereaa  I  de  m  it  adviaabla  at  thia  coajunetora  to  place  before  tlMt  ■■! 
ing.  aa  well  ae  before  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  what  it  appean  SMV 
mry  for  me  to  declare  in  t'le  intereata  of  puUie  order,  ftod  of  the  hMK 
Mid  velfftre  of  the  aettlement. 

Therefore,  I  notify  all  whom  it  concerns,  that  during  1^  krt  ^ 
week*  largo  bodies  of  armed  men  hare  taken  np  podtiona  on  the  |<iH| 
high  rtxul  to  PeiiibiiiB,  and,  amtrary  U>  the  reiuonatrancex  and  prot««t»«f 
the  public  iiuthiiritieH,  have  committed  th«  follnwing  unlawful  acta  :  FinL 
thuy  have  forcibly  uliKtriictinl  tliu  incirementK  nf  rariuua  pentODa  ttafclliiif 
on  till'  public  hi^lin'ity.  in  the  |M»ceful  prosecution  of  their  lawful  bui* 
MUMB,  mid  lutve  tlius  v-jolHteil  Ihat  {lerBunal  lilierty  which  is  the  uniloubuJ 
right  of  all  Hlt  Mnje^ty'H  subjects.  Secondly,  they  have  unlarfnUj 
Hei».it  and  dvtiiiiicil  on  the  mad  at  Ln  Itiviere  Sale,  in  the  pariah  of  St 
XorlH'rt,  gu-xls  iinil  luerehsinliMe  of  varjouit  deMTiptii ina.  and  of  very  a*- 
eiili'ntlile  valuo.  Iielnn^ng  sk  well  to  pcraiins  coming  inli>  the  coloayu  ><> 
oitizeiiH  already  Hbttleil  here,  and  carrying  on  their  buaineas  in  the  wttk- 
iiient.  tliiTeliy  rauitiiig  great  loan  and  inconvenience,  nut  only  U  tb 
i^wnvrM  of  thiiae  goods,  but,  as  has  foniially  beeu  compl&ineil  of,  alsntotbe 
carriei'H  of  thu  aamv.  and  )H>sHili]y  involving  the  whole  colony  in  a  rainDo 
res|<<insil>ility-  Thii'dlj',  they  hare  unlawfully  interfered  with  the  pablie 
uiailH.  both  uutgoiii)^  nnil  incoming,  and  by  thus  tampering  with  tbeettab- 
lislii.>d  iiii'Hiis  I'f  conniiutiivHtion  between  the  settlement  and  the  outwk 
World  havii  shaken  |  iiblic  conGdencc  in  the  aecurity  of  the  mails,  lad 
given  a  shock  to  the  trade  and  coniniorce  ivf  the  colony,  of  which  the  m- 
chievout  etfei-lB  cHiinot  niiw  be  fully  estimated.  Fourthly,  not  only  willi- 
out  ]jei'iiiiHHioiL.  but  in  the  fnce  of  reiwated  remoiiatrancca  un  the  l»rt  ci 
the  Hudson's  liny  Company 'h  uftifer  in  immediate  charge  of  Fort  Ganj. 
they  liiive,  in  imiiibi-i-s  vnryiiig  from  sbout  siity  to  ony  hundred  and  tweolj, 
billctuil  thi'iiihclves  u]M>n  that  establish  ment,  under  the  plea  of  protcctiag 
it  from  II  (lanijer  which  they  allege  waa  known  by  themselves  to  be  in- 
niiiient,  but  of  nliich  they  have  never  yet  disclosed  the  particular  natuK ; 
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have  placeil  armed  guardH  at  the  gates  of  an  establishnient,  which, 
y  stick  and  atone  of  it,  is  private  property,  in  spite  of  the  most  dis- 
:  protestations  against  such  a  disregard  of  the  rights  of  property  ;  they 
i  taken  iKtssession  of  rooms  within  the  Fort,  and  although  they  have 
•e  as  yet  committed  no  direct  act  of  violence  to  person  or  property,  be- 
d  what  has  been  enumerated,  yet  by  their  presence  in  such  numbers, 
1  arms,  for  no  legitimate  purpose  that  can  be  assigned,  they  have  ere- 
i  a  state  of  excitement  and  alarm  within  and  around  the  Fort,  which 
ously  interferes  with  the  regular  business  of  the  establishment. 
thly,  a  Ixxiy  of  armed  men  have  entered  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
t  at  Penibimi,  where  certain  gentlemen  from  Canada  with  their  faroi- 

were  i>eaceably  living,  and  under  threats  of  violence  have  couii)eUed 
m  to  ((uit  the  establishment  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the  rigors  of 
iter  were  at  hand,  and  forced  them  to  retire  within  American  territory  ; 
I  in  the  last  place,  they  have  avowed  it  as  their  intention,  in  all  those 
awful  proceedings,  to  resist  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  the  gov- 
jnent  of  this  country,  which  have  been  made  under  the  sanction  of  the 
perial  Parliament,  and  thus  virtually  set  at  defiance  the  Royal  author- 
Instead  of  adopting  those  lawful  and  con8tituti<mal  means,  which^ 
ier  the  enlightened  rule  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  our  Queen,  are 
Bcient  for  the  ultimate  attjiinment  of  every  object  that  rests  up<^n  rea- 
I  and  justice,  the  persons  who  have  been  engaged  in  connuitting  these 
lawful  deeds  liave  resortetl  to  act«  which  directly  tend  to  involve  them- 
vee  in  conseciuences  of  the  gravest  nature,  and  to  bring  upon  the  colony 
i  the  country  at  Urge  the  evils  of  anarchy,  and  the  horrors  of  war. 
erefore,  in  the  interests  of  law  and  order,  in  behalf  of  all  the  securities 
ii  have  for  life  and  property,  and,  in  a  word,  for  the  «ike  of  the  present 
d  the  future  welfare  of  the  settlement  and  its  inhabitants,  I  again  eam- 
ly  and  emphatically  protest  against  each  and  all  of  these  unlawful  acts 
d  intents.  I  charge  those  engaged  in  them,  before  they  are  irretriev- 
ly  and  hopelessly  involveil,  immediately  to  disperse  themselves,  and 
Aceably  defiart  to  their  habitations,  or  to  their  lawful  business,  under 
e})aiiis  and  penalties  of  the  law  ;  and  whatever  in  other  reH|)ects  may 

the  conclusions  of  those  who  meet  to  deliberate  upon  the  present  criti- 
land  distracted  state  of  public  affairs,  I  adjure  you  as  citizens,  having  the 
terests  of  your  country'  at  heart,  to  ratify  and  proclaim,  with  all  the 
ight  of  your  united  voices,  this  public  notice,  and  protest  and  so  avert 
jm  the  country  a  succession  of  evils,  of  which  those  who  see  the  begin- 
ng  may  never  see  the  end.  You  are  dealing  with  a  crisis,  out  of  which 
%y  come  incalculable  g(MHl  or  immeasurable  evil  ;  and  with  all  the  weight 
'  my  official  authority,  and  all  the  influence  of  my  individual  ]K>Hiti(»n, 
t  me  finally  charge  you  to  adopt  only  such  means  as  are  lawful  and  con- 
itutional,  rational  and  safe. 
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Given  nndar  my  lumd  uid  wiil,  at  Furt  Garry,  this  nxUvnth  A»jU   i 
HttteinUr,  18«». 

W,  Hactatbh, 

In  referring  to  the  above  pFoc]amat!oD,  Sir.  HcDuu) 
thus  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Ottawa,  on  the 
November  : — '"  I  have  received  a  private  note  from  Govci 
Hactaviah,  informing  me  of  his  hanng  issiiud  a  rroclaniatioD, 
mon?,  he  observes,  in  deference  to  my  opinion  than  from  any 
expectation  of  a  favorable  result"  This,  indceKl,  waa  tlie  Fact 
of  the  case ;  both  Governor  Mactaviah  and  Judge  Black  lieiuti 
of  the  opinion  that  no  good  would  ensue  from  issaint;  tiie 
document,  hut  having  been  importuned  by  Mr.  McDougall  *a 
often  on  ^e  subject,  they  detennined  to  follow  his  su^^gentioo. 
As  it  turned  out,  Oovenjor  Mactavish  and  Juilgc  Black  iin- 
dei-stood  the  character  of  the  people  they  had  to  deal  with 
better  than  the  man  who  set  himself  up  as  their  adviaer. 

When  the  Proclamation  was  handed  to  Mr.  McEenney.  the 
French  delegates  at  the  convention  at  once  objected  to  ill 
being  read,  while  the  English  members  insisted  upon  heariif 
it.  This  caused  a  wrangle,  and,  from  the  very  outset  of  the 
meeting,  a  feeling  of  antagonism  between  the  two  parties  vu 
thus  ci-eated.  Had  no  Pi-oclamation  been  presented  to  distort 
the  deliberations  of  the  assembly,  tliere  is  no  saying  how  mucli 
good  might  have  resulted  from  the  convention.  But  as  it  wis, 
al,l  chance  of  a  union  of  the  two  parties  was  broken  before 
even  their  deliberations  commenced. 

The  Ifor'-M'esier  was  not  alone  in  the  newspaper  field  of  the 
settlement,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Wm.  Coldwell,  whom  we  h&t]  o^ 
casion  to  refer  to  in  a  previous  chapter,  having  brou^t  in  ■ 
plant,  and  started  the  Pioneer.  To  this  paper.  Governor  Mac- 
tavish  sent  his   Proclamation  for  publication,  but  the  Nor'- 


»   ■■ 
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V  Jill 


^ 
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?r,  having  surreptitiously  procured  a  copy,  printed  it  in  a 
lated  form,  under  tlie  head-lines  we  have  already  men- 
d. 

le  "  Friends  of  Canada,"  however,  were  not  even  satisfied 
1  the  Proclamation  was  issued,  for  we  find  them  writing 
r.  MeDou^all,  after  its  aj)pearance,  as  follows : — 
kVe  have  no  faith  in  the  sinceritv  of  that  Proclamation, 
^)elieve  that  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them  here, 
he  loyal  party^  was  such  that  they  could  no  longer  resist, 
their  own  conviction  of  the  utter  helplessness  and  impos- 
ity  of  further  resistance  compelled  them  to  issue  it,  as 
h  for  their  own  safety,  as  for  the  continuance  of  their 
lority,  if  any  portion  remains." 

r.  McDougall,  taking  his  cue  f^'om  tly^  letter,  wrote  as 
ws  to  Mr.  Joseph  Howe,  the  Sc^'cV^tary '.  of  State,  on  the 
I  November: — "The  confirmed '  Ixjlief  ^f  every  person  I 
}  seen,  or  whose  testimony  has  reached  me,  is  that  the 
Ison's  Bay  Company's  employes,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
,  are  either  actively  or  tacitly  encouraging  the  insurrec- 
It  was  the  ])revalence  of  this  belief  that  determined  me 
)rce  the  authorities  into  a  public  declaration  of  some  kind, 
would  dispel  this  illusion — if  such  it  should  prove  to  be — 
oun)el  them  to  show  their  hand  as  abettors  of  the  insur- 
ion.  The  '  appeal '  of  the  loyal  inhabitants,  who  had  pre^ 
idy  opened  com^espon device  with  me,  was  the  last  screw 
lied,  and  seems  to  have  accomplished  the  purpose."  Mr 
)ougall,  at  the  same  time,  insisted  that,  based  upon  infor- 
ion  received  by  him,  the  company  being  aware  beforehand 
:he  insurgents'  intention  to  take  possession  of  the  fort, 
not  take  steps  to  prevent  it.  The  absurdity  of  this  state- 
it  should  have  occurred  to  him  before  he  made  it,  as  there 
Y 
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was  nottiili)T  to  sliew  thnt  the  [oiupuny  would  ^in  niiythin): 
by  Bach  sctiun. 

The  Hndsoii's  Hay  autihoritifiB  were  iii  a  i]eci<letlly  pwuliar 
positioD.  On  the  one  aide,  they  were  accused  by  Uie  Caiiwlia 
party  of  pla^-iug  into  the  hands  of  tlie  French,  and  on  tin 
other,  the  half-breeds  suspected  theui  of  liein^  in  coUonia' 
witii  the  Canadiana,  eo  that  Mr.  Mactavish  occupied  a  vuf 
trying  poeation,  especially  as  the  Englisli  and  Scotdi  sfttlEW 
were  inclined  to  stand  alto^ther  aloof  in  the  matter. 

The  next  step  taken  by  Kiel  was  to  seize  the  furniture,  i»- 
tmded  tta  the  nse  of  Mr.  McDougall,  at  Govei-nment  Hoast, 
while  it  was  in  transit  from  Pembina  to  the  settlement,  adiI  b^ 
afterwards  appi-opriated  it  to  his  own  use,  aoti  that  of  his  ti' 
lowers,  in  furnishing  their  quartei-s  gorgeously  in  Fort  GuiJ. 

The  convention  of  the  .16th  sat  until  the  evening  of  to 
17th,  and  then  adjourned  till  the  22nd,  without  having  mad* 
any  headway,  and  it  tlien  appeared  as  if  the  Engli^  ai 
French  would  he  unable  to  come  to  any  mutual  luiderstaodiag- 
On  the  18th.  the  last  Oeneral  Quarterly  Court,  under  tta 
Hudson's  Bay  C'oiiipany's  government,  sat.  Judge  Black  p«- 
siding,  and  the  most  important  case  was  that  of  Mr.  John  A> 
Snow  against  his  men  (Canadians)  for  assault.  Two  of  d* 
accused  weie  lined  four  pounds  each,  and  one  of  them,  SeoHi 
who  was  afterwards  shot  by  Biel,  is  said  to  have  exclaimed, 
on  hearing-  the  verdict,  that  "  it  was  a  pity  they  had 
ducked  Snow,  for  then  they  would  have  got  their  mon^» 
worth." 

Kiel  now  placed  guaids  in  the  town  of  Winnip^.  who 
patrolled  the  street.-^  witli  anns,  evidently  on  the  look -out  fcr 
any  rising  among  the  few  Canadians  residing  there,  and  this 
action  was  brought  about  by  the  numerous  secret  meetinp 
held  by  the  so-called  loyal  party  at  that  time. 
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e  have  referred  to  the  repeated  assertions  on  the  part  of 
McDougall  and  his  friends,'  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
r  were  in  sympathy  with  the  insurgents,  but  the  following 
r,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Ottawa,  will 

V  how  much  truth  there  was  in  these  statements  : 

"  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Office, 

Montreal,  24th  Nov.,  1869. 

iQ  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Canada. 

Sir — I  have  to-day  received,  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
ise,  London,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Mac- 
ish,  dated  Fort  Garry,  12th  October,  and  have  now  the 
or  of  transmitting  it  to  you.  In  doing  so,  I  am  directed 
the  Governor  and  committee  to  state  that  the  company  are 
ious  to  afford  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  in  inducing 
Red  River  people  to  allow  the  surveys  to  be  proceeded 
b,  and  to  use  their  influence  in  any  other  manner,  with  the 

V  of  assisting  the  authorities  at  Red  River  to  make  their 
aigements  for  the  government  of  the  countrj-. 

ind  in  view  of  the  more  serious  aspect  w^hich  affairs  at  Red 
er  have  recently  assumed,  I  beg  further,  on  behalf  of  the 
pany,  to  offer  the  assurance  that  their  Governor,  factors 
officers  generally,  will  use  their  influence  and  best  efforts 
istore  and  maintain  order  throughout  the  territory. 

"  I  have,  etc.,  etc., 

"Donald  A.  Smith." 
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In  the  meantime,  the  task  of  governing  the  country  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  tlie 
revenues  being  derived  chiefly  from  customs  duties,  which 
were  levied  at  a  uniform  rate  (spirituous  liquors  excepted)  of 
four  per  cent,  on  the  net  invoice  price  of  the  goods.  The  *i- 
ceptions  to  thia  rule  were  articles  designed  for  Indian  mis- 
siona,  stationery,  bar  iron,  steel,  scientific  instruments,  agncnl- 
tural  impleTnents,  see<l3,  roots,  plants,  tombstones,  grindstoDci 
etc.,  etc.,  and  tliere  was  no  export  duty.  Four  stations  kc 
the  collection  of  the  duties  were  established  at  Point  Coupfe. 
Upper  and  Lower  Fort  Garry,  and  White  Horse  Pluns,  ud 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  paid  duty,  as  well  as  the  settlm 
on  all  merchiindise  used  by  them  in  the  settlement.  The  intt 
on  spirituous  lifjuors  was  one  shillinfj  aterling  per  gallon,  ami 
once  a  yeat-,  j,renerally  in  Deeeniber,  the  magisti-ates  sat  as  • 
lioanl,  for  the  puriKJse  of  granting  licenses  to  distil  and  relful 
li(juor,  the  limit  being  any  L|uantity  less  than  live  gallons.  iu>d 
the  coat  of  the  license  ten  pounds.  Any  person  eonvietol  ct 
selling  without  a  license  was  Hnwl  ti'n  {X)und.s,  and  the  objft:- 
tion  of  a  majority  of  liis  twelve  neai-est  neighbors  was  W 
to  any  candidate  for  a  I'etail  license.  No  liquor  wa'<  ullovfJ 
to  be  sold  l)efoif  six  o'clock  in  tlit-  morning  and  after  Wnii 
night,  or  on  Sundiiy,  and  Helling  inUixiciuits  to  Indians  i"* 
pmhihited  umler  heavy  penalties. 

The  public  expenditure  was  chiefly  for  the  maintenanfe  la 
roads  and  ImiUling  of  hridge.s,  tin-  work  Iwing  in  charj?-  <^ 
ten  superintiiidents  in  diftereat  pmts  of  the  countiy. ami tffo 
surveyoi-H  to  Hx  iMmndaries,  survey  lots,  and  arbitrate  in  ra«" 
(if  ilispute  iflating  to  lauil  mutters. 

I^iws  exist<'i|  for  the  prevenlicm  of  prairie  tirea.  RipH"* 
damages  dnm-  by  cuttle  wainlerini,'  at  large,  for  the  iv^.njiili'"' 
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cure  their  peaceable  dispersion,  and  that  Mr.  Dease  report 
Vlr.  Mactavish,  on  or  before  Thursday  next,  as  to  their  siic- 
j  or  otherwise/'     Messi-s.  Dease  and  Goulet  were  unsuccess- 

in  their  mission.     All  classes  held  that  thev  had  not  been 
Ued  fairlv  in  the  neirotiations  for  the  transfer,  in  not  hav- 

been  consulted,  and  that  thev  had  been  sold  as  mere 
ittels  in  the  bargain.  If  Kiel  had  adopted  more  moderate 
asures,  and  had  refrained  from  interfering  with  the  lil^er- 
s  of  the  settlers,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
Mituallv  have  carried  the  whole  settlement  with  him  in  his 
[X)sition  to  the  mode  of  p)vernnient  proposed  for  the  coun- 
'  under  Mr.  McDoutj^ll. 

But  unfoi-tunatelv  for  him  and  his  cause,  he  had  under- 
veil  a  tiisk  for  which  he  was  unfitted.  Young,  headstix)ng, 
petuous  and  inexj^erienced,  he  adopted  measures  which  an- 
^nized  the  Enp^lish -speaking  part  of  the  settlement  towaitl 
n,  and  he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  tight  the  battle  by  the 
I  of  his  own  i)eople,  an  exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous 
itter. 

Before  any  rising  took  place,  Riel  had  gone  about,  visiting 
8  English  settlers,  asking  them  to  take  some  united  action, 
company  witli  the  French,  to  pmtest  against  the  policy  of 
ft  Canadian  govenmient,  but  he  had  met  with  no  success, 
ten,  taunted  by  the  vain  boastings  of  irresponsible  Canadian 
adents,  as  to  what  Canada  would  <lo  to  keep  down  the  na- 
es,  and  excited  by  the  actions  of  these  same  men,  in  claim- 
5,  beforehand,  large  tracts  of  land,  he  and  his  followers  tcx^k 
e  initiative  in  rebellion.  The  fact,  too,  that  Mr.  McDougall 
«  known  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  irresponsible  Cana- 
lu  element  in  the  countrv,  and  on  close  terms  of  intimacy 
th  some  of  the  leaders,  led  the  French  to  connnence  bv  vis- 


HISTtJKY   or  TUE   S0STU-WE8T. 

Kis  head  their  iirat  marks  of  diapleBsun;.  Tliqr 
were  determined  to  prevent  his  acquiring  the  least  semljiuw* 
of  ailUioi-ity  in  the  settlanient,  as  tlie  siu'est  means  of  (fr 
structing  aniiiigeiiieiita  for  a  change  of  government,  until  «iei 
time  as  they  were  secured  in  their  rights. 

While  matters  were  in  thiw  condition,  and  evtiry  effint  bell 
made  to  keep  him  out  of  the  settlement,  i\r.  Mi^Dougil 
amoii^r  other  things,  engaged  actively  in  a  ci>rres]K)iJ 
with  Mr.  Z,  G.  Simiuons,  the  Pi-eaident  of  the  North-Wi 
Telegi-aph  Company,  with  the  view  of  preparing  for  llie  eA 
structiou  of  a  line  from  Fort  Garry  to  connect  with  the  K 
gi'aph  systems  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  »  p 
position  to  go  on  with  the  work  waa  accepted  by  the  Auit 
cau  companj',  as  will  be  seen  fi-om  tJie  following  extract,  ftfl 
a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Simmons,  on  27th  October,  18«9 

"  I  have  aj»umed  that  it  (the  proiKwition)  would  be  satinfiK- 
tory,  and  immediately  onlered  the  ]>m-cha8e  of  poles,  and  h»' 
now  to  rejKjrt  the  contracting  of  alt  that  may  be  necea§aryl 
complete  the  line  to  Pembina.  For  the  balance  of  the  di 
tance.  we  will  depend  on  getting  the  timber  neai-er.  I  tnist 
we  shall  reach  you  at  Fort  Garry,  by  telegraph,  in  the  fsli  <f 
1870,  and  if  the  railt'oad  should  be  completed  as  soon  ascofr 
templated,  it  will  be  early  in  tlie  fall." 

On  the  22nd  Noveiiilwr,  Mr.  Bown  had  a  petition  prepard 
and  hondtKl  round,  for  the  pur[x)se  of  upsetting  the  appoint" 
ments  of  Messnt.  H,  McKenney  and  H.  F.  O'Lone,  as  delej.'ftW 
to  the  convention,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne,  the  poatniasW 
of  the  town,  wrote  the  following  letter,  giving  his  reason  for 
refusing  to  sign  the  document. 

A  ))Ctition,  written  niipareiitly  by  Dr.  SchulU,  a^ed  principally  b;  > 
numticr  i>f  strnni^rs  itud  othere  in  the  wttleiuent,  imd   headed  b;  Ju>* 
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^wart,  has  just  been  brought  me  by  Mr.  Bjwn,  with  a  request  I  should 

5n  it.     I  have  refused  to  sign  this  document,  becau.se  those  engaged  in 

stting  it  up  have  been  to  a  very  great  extent  the  cause  of  all  our  troubles. 

he  course  they  have  adopted  in  their  relations  with  the  Canadian  Gov- 

ntnent  and  its  officials  is  well-known  to  all  here  ;  and  their  connection 

ith  the  latter  has  not  been  fruitful  of  good  to  the  country.     The  petition 

as  been  written  by  one  who  has  broken  our  laws,  headeil  by  one  who 

as  broken   our   laws,    and-  handed   me   by   one   who   has  broken   our 

iw».    I   could  not  consent  to  mix  myself  with  such  people,  and  have 

n  these  grounds  refuseil  to  sign  it.     Reports  have  of  late  been  indus- 

riously   circulated,  reflecting  both  on  my  private  and   public  character 

»  |)OStmaster.     It  has  been  said   I   have  assisted   to  raise  the  French 

Uf-brecils  to  resist  Mr.  McDougall,  and  assisted  by   providing  provi- 

on»,  and  otherwise,  to  maintain  the  prevailing  excitement  among  them. 

he  truth  of  these  slanderous  rumors  I  totally  deny      I  coincide  with 

le  party  of  action   so  far  at  they  endeavor   to  obtain   their  and  our 

ights  —that  I  ever  advised  or  encourajjed  them  in  any  way  to  take  up 

rius,  <»r  to  |>erfonu  any  illegal  act,  is  false,  and  the  man  who  utters  such 

^atenients  is  false  t*>o.     With  regard  to  my  character  as  postmaster,  the 

Atements  made  against  me  are  groundlesa,  and  any  man  who  professes 

)  have  proof  to  the  contrary  should  now  come  forward  and  produce  it.     I 

m  solemnly  swear  that  no  letters  have  been  tampered  with  so  far  as  my 

.«t  office  is  concerned  ;  and  although    the  mail  bags  were   detained  a 

►uple  of  times  for  an  hour  or  two,  no  man's  letters  were  tampered  with. 

[y  earnest  wish  is  that  the  Canadian  government  should  be  established 

early  as  i)oH«ible  ;  only  let  us  have  our  elective  and  other  acknowledged 

^hts.     I  have  tried  for  this  from  the  first,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

y  own  desire  is  that  the  French  portion  of  the  settlement  should  now 

leak  out  their  minds  on  what  they  deem  justly  due  them  in  the  new 

der  of  the  government.     This  once  obtained  by  the  settlement  generally, 

id  found  to  be  what  every  free  people  has  a  right  to  expect,  my  belief  is 

at  those  who  have,  as  it  were,  fought  our  battles  (although  in  a  different 

ly  than  we  have  done),  will  have  the  thanks  hereafter  of  the  people  in 

,e  settlement  and  their  posterity  ;  and  that  their  wishes  will  be  the 

ishes  of   the  rest  of  the  settlement ;  and  that  all  will  combine  in  de- 

anding  our  rights — the  unaswiilable  rights  of  a  free  people,  worthy  of 

iving  a  thorough  and  complete  voice  in  the  management  of  their  own 

Siirs. 

A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne. 
Winnipeg,  Nov.  22,  18(M). 

The  above  letter,  and  another,  prepared,  it  is  said,  by  Mr.  D. 
-  Grant,  on  Col.  Dennis's  staff,  on  l>eing  presented  to  the  Con- 
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veation,  weiv  suppreaseil.  us  cftlculab-d  to  inflame  ntbor  thui 
to  soothe  t}ie  excitement  prevaiiiug. 

The  sdjotiniod  meeting  of  dvlcgaU^s  took  pluc«  on  thr  <l>f 
sppcndted  (S^iid  Xyvembt'r),  Init.  as  wns  fxpe<rt«d,  tlicre  w 
no  ananiuiity  among  them.  A  pi-oposul  was  made  by  somr 
the  Eof^sh  til  tidmtt  Mr.  McDougaU.  in  order  to  place  th 
grievano-s  before  him,  whereujwu  Kiel  excitedly  declare<l  thai' 
Mr.  HcDougali  would  never  enter  into  the  settleini'nt,  eitW 
as  a  private  individual,  or  an  tiovenior  of  the  eounln'.  Tliil 
declaration  ereatM  a  widei*  breach  than  ever  in  the  cdnt'oi- 
tioo,  and  when,  on  the  next  day,  it  van  discovered  thai  Bid 
had  tokeu  the  extraoi-dinary  step  of  placing  fiovemor  Ml 
tavish.  Dr.  Cowan,  and  othere,  under  arrest,  aud  Loldinji  t 
poBsession  of  Fort  Garry,  the  English  delegates  hesitated  aboa 
attending  the  meeting.  They  finally  decided 
ever,  and  then  Riel  allowed  hia  hand  by  pro 
•  Provisional  Government  to  tieat  with  t'auada.  and  asked  t^ 
English  and  Scotch  to  join  him.  Tliis,  the  delegates  n-|in- 
senting  the  latter  could  not  agree  to  do  without  first  consull- 
ing  the  people  who  elected  them,  and  the  convention  «■*, 
therefore,  further  adjourned  until  the  1st  December. 

In  the  meantime,  the  French  allowed  themselves  to  be  ad- 
vised and  directed  to  a  certain  degree  by  a  Col.  Stutzman,  an 
American  subject  living  at  Pembina,  which  had  a  bad  effect  od 
their  cause  in  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  the  settlement.  This  in- 
dividual had  the  hardihood  to  draw  up  an  address  on  behiK 
of  the  Indians  living  near  the  international  boundarj-  line, 
and  endea^oi-ed  to  pei-suade  them  to  present  it  to  Mr.  Mc- 
McDougall,  but  the  Indians  were  better  advised,  and  declined 
to  do  so. 

Riel  has  been  credited  with  wishing  to  form  a  union  wicb 


fees  uemiaieu  a  win 
led  to  do  BO.  ho«-  1 
roposing  to  fora  ■  1 
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the  English-speaking  settlers,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that 
at  first  he  was  sincere  in  his  desire,  but  he  now  committed  one 
act  after  another  calculated  to  drive  them  away  instead  of  at- 
taching them  to  liis  cause.  He  and  his  followers  undertook  to 
overthrow  the  Hudson's  Bay  (lovemment  at  one  sweep  by 
seizing  all  the  l)ooks  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  settlement, 
and  taking  possession  of  the  office  of  tlie  collector  of  customs. 
These  acts  decided  the  j^eople  in  the  English  and  Scotch  settle- 
ments not  to  send  back  their  delegates  to  the  convention  on 
let  December,  and  for  a  time  all  hope  of  a  union  of  the  two 
sides  was  at  an  end. 

Kiel  next  seized  a  lot  of  Canadian  (lovernment  stores,  ware- 
boused  with  Dr.  SchultZ;  and,  on  the  strength  of  this,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  raise  a  force  of  men  to  resist  the 
seizure,  a  scheme,  which  we  regret  to  have  to  say,  Mr.  McDou- 
gall  was  concerned  in,  although  his  instructions  were  explicit 
not  to  bring  about  a  collision  among  the  people.  Writing  to 
Hon.  Joseph  Howe  about  that  time,  he  says  :  "  They  cannot 
eat  them  up  at  once,  and  if  measures  I  have  taken  to  organize 
an  anned  force  to  seize  Riel  and  his  colleagues,  and  disperse 
the  i-ank  and  file  of  his  followei*s.  should  prove  successful,  the 
provisions  will  soon  again  be  in  our  possession." 

Fortunately,  however,  for  the  peace  of  the  settlement,  the 
armed  force  <lid  not  materialize  at  that  time,  althougli  it  came 
near  doing  so,  and  an  effort  was  made  by  some  friends  of 
order  to  induce  the  French  to  consent  to  a  medium  course,  viz., 
"That  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  should  continue  on  in  its 
government  of  the  country  until  the  settU»rs  came  to  some  ar- 
rangements with  Canada,  and  that  a  committee  should  then  be 
fonned  of  members  cliosen  from  amongst  the  people  to  treat 
with  Mr.  McDougall.  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  (iovernment» 
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or  with  the  Uorainion  direct."  This  proposition,  on  Iwiof 
tnade  to  the  French,  was  at  firet  favorably  entt^rtUDt^  liy 
them,  aud  Kiel,  in  the  presence  of  three  i-esidents  of  Winni- 
peg, Messrs.  A.  0.  B.  Banna.tyne,  H,  S.  Donaldsi»p.  and  OsOT 
Malintvros  (the  American  Coasui).  gave  an  assuraiiw  that  tlw 
French  would  meet  the  English  on  eijual  terms  in  forming  «D 
executive  council  to  lay  the  claims  of  the  people  Mm 
Canada,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  remain  the  Govern- 
ment of  t)ie  country,  in  the  meantime.  Messengers  were  then 
dispatci]«d  to  the  various  Hliiglish  parishes  to  souad  tlifin  oa 
the  ne«-  tiiru  affairs  had  tttkeii.  and  when  it  was  discoVf«d 
tlmt  they  also  favored  the  proposition,  eflbrta  were  idbJb  B 
«all  the  delegate*  together  again  on  the  Ist  DeceruIiCT. 

But  in  the  meantime,  dame  rumor  was  busy,  and  all 
of  reports  were  flying  about,  one  of  whicli  was  to  the  eflW 
that  the  Canadians  in  Winnipeg  were  proiJariug  to  make  i 
dash  ujMjn  Foil  Garry,  and  capture  it  from  the  Frewt 
Although  there  was  no  tmth  in  this,  and  other  rumors  jjoing 
the  i-onnds,  they  served  to  unsettle  public  feeling,  until  6nally 
Riel  changed  his  mind,  and  would  not  agree  to  allow  tbe 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  continue  the  government. 

This  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs,  as  the  English  peo- 
ple were  sending  their  delegates  to  the  convention  on  the  nn- 
derstanding  that  the  Company  should  remain  in  power,  nnU 
such  time  as  an  agreement  was  reached  between  the  people  of 
the  settlement  and  the  Dominion.  But  at  a  public  meetingix 
Winnipeg,  about  this  time,  Riel,  who  attended  it,  said  that  tlte 
idea  of  having  a  Provisional  Government  was  simply  bec«n« 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  too  weak,  and  that  there  »« 
no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  French  to  coerce  the  rest  of  tt* 
settlement  into  their  views.     The  English  delegates  then  »■ 
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senibled  together,  and  were  in  the  midst  of  discussing  whether 
to  attend  the  convention,  wlien  word  was  brought  in  that  Col- 
onel Dennis  had  arrived  in  the  settlement  from  Pembina  with 
the  Queen's  Proclamation  in  his  pocket,  and  Mr.  Robert  Tait 
soon  after  appeared  with  the  startling  intelligence  that  he  had 
a  copy  of  the  document  in  his  possession.  At  that  time  only 
one  man,  Mr.  Henry  McKenney,  doubted  the  authenticity  of 
the  Proclamation,  and  as  the  French  council  was  then  in  ses- 
sion, it  was  resolved  to  send  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  the  document  before  them.  This  was  done, 
Mid  the  greater  part  of  the  French  seemed  inclined  to  regard 
the  event  in  a  favorable  light,  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Bannatyne 
it»nt  the  following  note  to  the  English  delegates,  who  were 
waiting  to  hear  the  result  of  his  mission. 

To  Dr.  Bird,  Mr.  Bown,  W.  and  R.  Tait,  Mr.  Gunn.  and  all  the  Epg- 
imh  delegates — I  have  shown  the  Proclamation  to  all  the  French  delegates 
vho  are  here  now  ;  they  will  be  glad  if  you  come  up  ;  all  are  quiet  and 
pleased,  and  I  believe  much  go<xl  can  be  done  by  coming  here  at  once. 

Your8  sincerely, 

A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne. 

Thereupon  the  English  <lelegates  in  accordance  with  the 
above  note,  proceeded  immediately  to  Fort  Garry,  and  re- 
mained in  council  with  the  Fi-ench  until  4  p.m.,  when  the 
meeting  adjourned  till  6  p.m.  In  the  meantime,  copies  of  the 
Proclamation  (which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix),  written 
out  hastily  by  zealous  vohmteers,  were  displayed  in  various 
parts  of  the  town  of  Winnipeg,  and  throughout  the  settlement. 

At  6  p.m.  the  convention  agam  assembled,  and  the  French 
presented  the  following  '*  Bill  of  Rights,"  which  was  practically 
affreed  to  by  both  sides  as  the  basis  of  a  joint  claim  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Canada : — 


1.  "Bm  risbt  t>i  elect  our  »iin  Lagiiilfttiin!. 

S.  Tbs  Legijiatun;  ti>  hnvu  [Hiwer  tii  pasH  uU  laws  ImmI  tu  tbt  kni* 
Uny,  i<>cr  d  vi>to  of  the  Executive,  by  n  tito-tliirda  vote, 

3.  Ho  Act  vS  tbv  DomioiuD  PHrlianient  (locnl  to  this  Isrriuiry)  b'  U 

binding  i'lt  the  people  uoti!  Hanctioned  by  tlieir  reprcaenutiiM. 

4.  All  •lunH>..  iiiagistratea.  constables,  etc..  etc.,  lu  be  electod  bj  llie 

pMpk  — A  free  h»itieate«d  pre-emptiou  law. 
B.  A  portiDii  <'f  ttii?  public  Uiiils  to  lie  appn>i>nAt«<l  to  the  bene&t  ol    I 

Mikoak.  the  building  uF  nnds.  bridgcR,  nnd  (urish  buildintp. 
8.  A  gUMUiIt'o  (■>  cimiiott  Winuipeg  by  mil  with  the  novrtt  lion  i*  J 

ikSrokd — tbt*  laiid  grAot  for  Buoli  roul  <>r  nudR  lo  be  >ub]Fit  " 

the  Legiiiktun)  of  the  turritory . 

7.  For  fear  fmu  tbe  public  vxpsnses  of  tbe  tarritory.  civfl.  niilil**?' 

and  mjaMpal,  to  b»  paid  out  of  the  Dominion  trBuury, 

8.  Tlw  mililMT  to  be  voiupuwd  of  lliv  ]i«uplv  now  viiatiiig  m  tb* 


9.  T)m  IVench  mid  EiigiMb  Ikd^-umcp  U>  bn  onminou  in  thu  L«);uilUi»^ 
ftnd  Giniiicil,  »nd  nil  piiblir  ilivninfints  Mill  AcU  uf  the  I 
ture  to  be  publiihed  in  both  LinguageH. 

10.  That  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  speak  French  and  EngU- 

11.  TreatieB  to  be  concluded  and  ratified  between  the  GoTerumeat  ix>** 

the  several  tril>eH  of  Imliann  of  this  territ«ry,  CKlculated  to  iX*' 
sure  peace  in  the  future. 

12.  That  all  privileges,  cuitoms,  and  usages  ekiating  at  the  time  of  tt*^ 

transfer  be  respected. 

13.  That  these  rights  be  guaranteed  by  Mr.  McDougall  before  be  tr^' 

udmitteil  into  this  territory. 

14.  If  he  have  not  the  power  himself  t«  grant  then,  be  mutt  get  ^'** 

Act  of  Parliament   jMssed,  eipresaiy  securing  us  these  rights    • 
and  until  such  Act  be  obtained,  he  must  st*y  outside  the  le* 

iri.   That  we  have  a  full  and  fair  representation  in  the  Dominion  TrnX"" 
liament. 

It  was  tlieii  proposed  to  send  delegates  from  the  conventi»«*- 
consisting  of  two  from  the  French  side  and  two  from  the  Eo^— 
iish,  to  confer  with  Mr.  McDougall  at  Pembina,  but  Eielarc»s^ 
and  said  the  bill  of  rights  would  have  to  be  secured  to  t"* 
people,  and  that  until  Mr.  McDougall  could  produce  Buch  »" 
act,  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  enter,  as  no  written  or  verba' 
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nise  fi-oni  hiin  on  the  subject  would  bo  satisfactory.     This 
an  end  to  the  delet^^ation  to  Pembina,  and  the  meeting 
I    aft4»r  bi'oke  up,  without    accomplishing    any    pnictical 
I 

t»  may  Ik*  well  now  to  asct»rtain  how  the  so-called  Queen's 
clamation  of  the  1st  December  came  to  l)e  issued.  It  will 
'eniemlH^red  that  the  "  Friends  of  Canada"  were  continually 
in«,^  upon  Mr.  McDougall  to  issue  his  proclamation,  while 
instructions  were  to  await  the  actual  transfer  of  the. 
iitrv.  On  the  29th  November,  he  appeal's  to  have  given 
r  to  the  im|K)rtunities  of  his  adherents  in  the  settlement, 
We  tind  him  writing  to  Hon.  Jos.  Howe  as  follows : 

•iave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  still  at  Pembina,  in  the  territory 
»e  United  States,  and  unable,  in  c<»nse<|uence  uf  the  continued  c>ccu|)a- 
^f  the  rcMid  ))y  armed  men,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Garry.  I  have  further 
jH>rt  that  I  have  not  received  any  instructions  for  my  guidance  on 
ftfter  the  day  of  the  transfer  o(  tlie  territory  to  Canada,  nor  any 
'e  <)f  the  order  in  council,  which  has  no  doul)t  been  iNissed  to  effect 
III  these  circumstances,  I  am  compelled  to  act  u{H>n  the  general 
'Vs  and  directions  of  my  commission,  and  ot  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 
■<lian  and  Imjierinl,  whicli  seem  to  ))ear  uinm  the  case,  //j-areaccoix/- 
f^r^ptirfd  a  Proclamation^  to  ))e  issued  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
iiig  so  much  of  the  several  Act^  of  Parliament  as  seemed  neceswiry  to 
*He  tile  re<iui8ite  authority  ;  and  stating,  byway  of  recittil,  the  fact  of 
tider  by  the  Hudson's  Ba\i  Companij,  acceptance  by  Her  Maje^ty^  and 
\fer  to  Canada^  from  and  after  the  1st  December,  A  D.  18<59  These 
r  ijiith*\r  ftom  the  /leir/iyx'jxT.",  from  a  ])rivate  letter  to  me  of  the 
aty-Oovenior  of  the  comjMiny's,  and  my  own  knowledge  before  I  left 
^'a,  that  the  Ist  December  had  been  agreed  uinm  as  the  date  of  the 
*f»r.  In  the  present  state  <»f  affairs  in  ihe  settlement,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
-  imi)ortance  to  announce  the  transfer  in  the  most  autJitntic  and 
•  n  manner  |)088ible,  in  order  to  give  confidence,  and  the  protection  of 
tf I/,  to  the  act  of  the  loyal  and  well-dis|)OHed,  and  to  put  the  malcon- 
«  and  their  American  advisers  and  symiiathisers  ])ublicly  and  techni- 
"  in  the  wrong,  etc.,  etc. 

»lr.  McDougall  therefore  concocted  his  Pix>cIamation,  Init, 
content  with  going  thus  far,  he  issued  a  second  one,  cut- 
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.  til^  off  Governor  Hactavish's  head,  and  a  third.  nppointiD^' 
Cokmel  Dennis  Deputy -Governor,  both  of  which  are  to  '«; 
found  published  in  full  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volnii\e  lu 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Howe,  Mr  McDougall  expresses  a  lioiiU  as  i" 
(he  proprii-ty  of  the  course  he  was  pursuing,  for  he  aajs:— "I 
h<^  I  am  riffht  in  using  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  aa  promin- 
enily  as  I  have  done." 

Itnmedintelr  before  the  appeamnce  of  the  bogus  Ptoelams- 
tion,  an  attempt  was  made  to  excite  tlie  English  ivud  Sc<)Uh 
settlerato  realist  the  French,  which  was  so  far  successful  tlial 
armiog  aod  drilling  of  small  bodies  of  men  took  place  in  (lif~ 
fereut  parts  of  the  settlement,  and  matters  were  in  this  coO' 
dition  when  Mr.  McDougall  issued  his  famous  documenta 

ImmediutL'ly  aft-.T  th*-  swond  Pim-laiimtioii.,  three  Fmn-h 
half-breeds,  named  Francois  and  Augustin  Nolin,  and  od^ 
Perrault,  met  Mr.  Bannatyne,  who  persuaded  them  that  lUel'^ 
stubborn  attitude  was  likely  to  get  the  whole  settlement  inU> 
trouble,  and  they  proposed  to  have  fifty  English  and  fifty 
French  assemble  and  discuss  the  rights,  and  then  send  d^e— 
gates  to  Mr.  McDougall,  and  if  he  promised  them,  or  evea 
promised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  them,  they  wonld 
take  a  force  of  men  and  bring  in  the  new  Governor  in  spite  of 
Kiel's  opposition.  These  three  men  were  in  earnest,  and  wenfc 
to  work  to  carry  out  their  understanding  with  Mr,  Bannatyne 
with  good  prospect  of  success,  as  Kiel  and  hia  council  were 
being  won  over,  when  the  a<^tioii  of  the  Canadian  party  in  tho 
settlement  once  more  threw  everything  irito  chaoe,  tlius  play- 
ing right  into  the  hands  of  Riel. 

It  appears  that  a  party  of  Canadians  went  to  join  Col- 
Dennis  and  form  a  military  force,  and  this  at  once  drew  *" 
the  French  together,  sonic  wlio  had  until  then  kept  aloof  join- 
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iFs  standard.  The  Frencli  council  was  even  in  session^ 
ating  over  the  question  of  sending  delegates  to  Mr,  Mc- 
11,  and  a  connnunication  to  that  gentleman  was  actually 
•se  of  preparation,  when  word  was  brought  in  that  the 
ian  party,  assisted  by  English  settlers,  were  about  to 
Fort  Gany.  Like  a  flash,  the  French  rose  to  a  man, 
itions  were  at  an  end,  and  all  the  good  that  had  been 
•ent  for  naught. 

he  meantime,  Governor  Mactavish,  lying  sick  at  Fort 
had  not  even  been  shown  a  copy  of  the  Proclamation, 
lavinc^  been  sent  to  him  until  a  friend  placed  one  in  his 
but  this  treatment  was  only  in  keeping  with  the  whole 
:t  of  Mr.  McDougall  in  his  attitude  toward  the  man 
he  expected  to  succeed,  and  who  was  the  first  one  with 
he  should  have  endeavored  to  communicate  in  so  im- 
t  a  matter. 

newspapers  Nor -Wester  and  Pioneer  were  now  both 
by  Riel,  who  also  made  a  search  of  several  private 
for  suspected  persons  and  arms,  and  all  was  excitement 
lore  in  the  neigh  borhoo<l  of  Fort  CJarry.  Fi-om  the  re- 
l  Colonel  Dennis,  it  seems  that  it  was  at  his  instance 
le  Canadians  in  Winnipeg  were  enrolled,  and  that  his 
jtions  were  to  organize  a  force  in  the  settlement  to  put 
the  French  if  there  was  any  hope  of  such  a  step  being 
\{\x\.  Thus  another  fatal  blunder  was  committed  at  a 
rhen  everything  appeared  to  be  auspicious  for  a  peace- 
ling  of  the  troubles.  On  the  5th  December,  the  Lists  of 
I  were  issued  in  printed  form,  and  distributed  among  the 
8,  the  13th  and  14th  clauses  being  omitted, 
he  meantime,  the  excitement  in  the  settlement,  especi- 
I  the  vicinity  of  Fort  (»arry,  continued,  and  was  rather 
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intensified,  when  a  nimor  reached  Winnipeg  that  tiie  Siou 
Indiana,  to  the  number  of  eleven  hundred,  were  on  the  v^ylo 
Red  River,  headed  by  a  desperate  character  named  Otagt 
Bacette,  alias  "  Shawman."  The  worat  feature  aboot  At 
rumor  was,  that  this  man  "  Shawman,"  a  French  half-bnal, 
known  to  be  disreputable  and  unreliable,  had  been  empk^ 
by  Colonel  Denuie.  There  is  not,  however,  Uie  slightest  m- 
BOD  to  suspect  that  the  latter  in  any  way  encouraged  hia  m- 
ploy6  to  tamper  with  the  Indians,  bat  the  fact  of  "ShsTiuo' 
having  been  adopted  by  the  Canadian  party,  was  suffidatto 
create  a  very  bad  feeling,  especially  among  the  French.  Tbm 
is  every  reason  to  think  that  Bacette  actually  endeavond  to 
excite  the  Indians,  because,  not  only  did  word  to  that  eM 
reach  tlie  settlement,  but  the  man  himself  had  boasted  tbatbe 
woulil  bring  Itack  ti  lnrj;e  enough  liand  to  wipe  out  the  whole 
eomunniity. 

The  noxt  seriuus  matter  was  the  return  to  Winnipeg  of  the 
(.'ftnudiaiis  who  hail  enrolled  themselves  under  Colonel  DetmH, 
(inil  their  collecting  together  in  the  houtie  of  Dr.  ^->chu1t2  for 
the  ostensible  purpose  of  defending  the  government  port 
atoreii  there.  This,  however,  was  looked  upon  aa  only  an  ei- 
fuse  for  tlie  step  taken,  and  a  -strong  suspicion  was  created 
in  the  uiimis  of  the  French  that  they  had  gathered  together 
for  the  pnrjKWe  of  forming  a  nucleus  of  attack  on  Fort  G«nT; 
should  the  opportunity  ariae. 

Colonel  Dennis  thus  refei-s  to  the  subject  in  hia  report: 
■■  Roceivwl  a  ntite  fi-oni  Dr.  Schultz  this  morning,  in  wliieh  be 
states  that  a  number  of  the  enrolled  Canadians  and  othat 
collected  at  his  house  last  evening — it  is  presumed  on  ha 
I'tHjuest — anticipating  a  possible  attack  on  his  property,  wd 
the  gdvenunent  provisions  in  his  charge."     The  gatheria]^  w 
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se  men  at  this  time  was  a  most  unfortunate  affair  for 
ich,  however,  Colonel  Dennis  was  in  no  way  responsible,  as 
distinctly  ordered  the  men  to  stay  in  their  lodgings  until 
ther  orders  were  received  from  him.  Indeed,  when  he 
ird  what  had  taken  place,  he  at  once  sent  an  order  to  have 
men  withdrawn,  and  to  Dr.  Schultz  he  said,  "  Shut  up 
ir  premises  and  let  the  property  take  its  chance."  But  un- 
kunately  his  instructions  were  disobeyed,  and  the  Canadian 
t}'^  in  Winnipeg  decided  to  remain  where  they  were,  cooped 
in  a  shell  of  a  building,  where,  if  hostilities  had  com- 
iced,  they  could  have  had  no  hope  of  being  able  to  defend 
aiselves. 

f^hile  Colonel  Dennis  was  thus  busy  enrolling  men,  and  the 
ladians  in  Winnipeg  were  keepinor  up  the  excitement,  Mr. 
Dougall  at  Pembina  was  not  idle.  In  a  letter  to  Hon.  Jos. 
We,  dated  2nd  Dec,  he  says :  "  Yesterday  evening,  after 
ling  that  the  road  was  clear,  I  took  with  me  Messrs.  Rich- 
s  and  Provencher,  and  four  others  of  my  party,  and  pro- 
tied  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  post  near  Pembina, 
order  to  execute  on  British  soil,  and  so  far  in  a  public 
Dner,  the  Proclamation  and  other  documents  which  are  to 
e  eflfect  within  the  territory,  I  have  resolved  to  do  no  offi- 
l  ^t  on  American  soil,  and  have  made  arrangements  to 
upy  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  post,  and,  if  necessary, 
el  by  force  the  attack  of  any  such  party  as  the  one  that 
ve  us  from  it  on  the  3rd  November.  *  *  *  j  shall  not 
>iily  take  this  position  and  attitude  unless  I  hear  from 
onel  Dennis  that  he  has  a  force  in  the  field,  and  is  thus 
ing  Riel  and  his  party  something  to  do  at  Fort  Garry." 
^he  printing  and  circulating  of  the  List  of  Rights,  to  which 
have  already  referred,  produced  a  good  effect  on  the  Eng- 
z 
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liab-apeakitig  settlers,  as  tltere  suemeil  Ui  thi-tii  notliiii):  un 
reasonable  in  the  demand,  sue!  in  conseijiience  of  this.  L'nlfHwl 
Deniiifl  found  great  difficulty  in  exciting  any  enthuBiami  nlwat 
ntisitig  a  force.  On  the  8th  Deeember,  be  gave  vent  tjliB 
feelingR  of  diaappointnient  in  the  following  exti-aordinan'  liw- 
j^uoge,  contained  in  a  letter  to  hit*  chief,  Mr.  MdlougsU: 
"  However,  if  the  people  were  willing,  they  could  iniist^r  arna 
enough  to  put  down  the  half-breeds,  but  they  won't  ilo  it 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is.  tketf  are  cowards  one  and  ail  ef 
them.  Although  they  are  ray  countrymen,  I  mast  speak  tlie 
tnith  about  theni."  . 

On  the  7tb  December,  a  few  of  the  principal  reaidentiH 
Winoip^  and  vicinity  met  together,  aud  decided  to  ^  toH 
Schultz,  and  point  out  to  him  how  he  was  endaiigeriug  tl» 
whole  settlenieut,  by  keeping  a  force  of  men  in  his  hooK. 
offering  at  the  same  time  to  become  responsible  for  anr  dan- 
age  done  to  his  property  or  the  Government  supplies.  Whilt 
these  gentlemen,  however,  were  on  their  way  to  carry  oil 
this  mission  of  peace,  Riel,  at  the  head  of  about  three  hun- 
dred men,  with  pieces  of  artillery,  appeared  on  the  road  froo 
Fort  GaiTy,  for  the  purpose  of  dislod^ng  the  Canadians.  It 
was  a  critical  moment,  and  the  party  of  peacemakers  at  once 
went  to  Riel,  and  £Lske<^l  to  be  allowed  to  see  Schultz  fin* 
liefore  anything  further  was  done,  to  which  Riel  consented 
but  declared  that  only  an  unconditional  surrender  of  th> 
Canadian  party  would  satisfy  Turn. 

The  result  was,  that  after  some  time  was  taken  up  in  nego- 
tiating, the  following  order  was  sent  in  by  Riel : 

Communication  received  this  7th  day  of  Dec«mber,  1869,  Dr.  Sdita 
ond  men  are  hereby  nnlered  to  give  up  their  una  wid  surroDder  th«- 
■elves.   Their  lives  will  be  spitred  should thej coiuplj.    iataatdnti^ 
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Qglish  half-breeds  and  other  natives,  women  and  children,  are  at 

)  depart  unmolested. 

Louis  Riel. 
BRY,  7th  December,  1869. 

rrender  will  be  accepted  at  or  fifteen  minutes  after  the  order. 

>'Donnell,  who  was  then  staying  with  Dr.  Schultz,  set 
mple,  which  the  rest  of  the  party  followed,  by  signing 
unient,  and  two  who  were  not  in  the  house  at  the  time 
iarret  and  James  Mulligan),  were  sent  for  by  Riel  and 
i  in  the  number, 
signatures  to  the  surrender  were : — 


I  Lynch.  M.D. 
>chultz,  M.D. 
*  Hamilton, 
Mc  Vicar, 
Meade, 

Woodington, 
Allen, 
4  Langman. 
Campbell, 
)'Donnell,  M.D., 

Hyman. 

Dawson. 
Davis, 
Haines, 
e  Fortney, 
ersons  in  all. 


Wm.  Graham, 
VVm.  Nimmons, 
Wm.  Kitson, 
John  Ferguson. 
Wm.  Spice, 
Thos.  Lusted, 
James  Stewart, 
H.  NVerghtman, 
L.  W.  Archibald, 
C.  E.  Palmer, 
Geo.  Bubar, 
Matthew  Davis, 
A.  Wright, 
P.  Mc.\rthur, 
Robert  R.  Smith, 


James  C.  Kent, 
J.  M.  Coombs, 
A.  R.  Chisholm, 
John  Eccles, 
John  Ivy, 
F.  C.  Mugridge, 
F.  Franklin, 
Geo.  Nicol, 
Geo.  Millar, 
James  H.  Ashdown, 
A    W.  Graham, 
D.  Cameron, 
J.  H.  Stocks, 
James  Mulligan, 
CharleH  Garret. 


e  were  also  three  ladies  in  the  party,  Mrs.  Schultz,  Mrs. 
nd  Mrs.  O'Donnell,  who,  of  their  own  accord,  accom- 
the  prisoners  to  Fort  GaiTy,  whither  Riel  marched 
nd  Mr.  J.  H.  McTavish,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
his  apartments  at  the  service,  of  the  ladies,  who  were 
ade  comfortable.  But  the  balance  of  the  party  found 
Ives  locked  up  in  quarters  very  much  too  small  for  their 
iiodation,  and  without  sufficient  food  or  covering. 
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Oil  the  8th  December,  Riel  issued  the  following  declaration, 
printed  in  English  and  Fi^ench,  and  copies  were  freely  circu- 
lated throiij^hout  the  settlement : — 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  Rl^PERTS  LAND  AND 

THE  NORTH-WEST. 

Whereas  it  is  udmitteil  by  all  men,  an  a  fundamental  ]>rinciple.  that  the 
pub  ic  authority  commandK  the  obedience  and  respect  of  its  Hubjects.  It 
is  also  admit teil  thnt  a  people,  when  it  has  no  government,  is  free  to 
adopt  one  form  of  government  in  preference  to  another,  to  i»ive  or  refuse 
allegiance  to  tlmt  which  is  pni|)osed.  In  accordance  with  the  above  fim 
principle,  the  j  eople  of  tlis  country  had  obeyed  and  re8j>ected  thu 
authority  to  which  the  circumstances  surrounding  it^  infancy  compelled  it 
to  be  subject. 

A  com{Kiny  i>f  adventurers  known  .-ik  the  Hudson's  Bay  Onnpany,  aiMi 
invcstiMl  with  certain  powers  grants  i  by  His  Majesty  (Charles  IT.),  estab- 
lishetl  itself  in  Rupert  s  Tvmd,  .ind  in  the  North- West  Tenitory,  for  tnd- 
\u\Z  piirpi  SOS  only  This  ooin|K'iny.  c(»nsistini;  of  many  pers«»ns.  re«|uirt«i 
;i  Cfitain  t'«>nstitutii»ii  ;  Imt  as  theirs  was  a  tpiestion  of  ooinnierco  onlv. 
tlu'ir  o»>nstirutiou  was  traiiKMl  in  ivferenco  tln.Tcto.  Yet.  since  thfiv 
was  at  that  tiuic  n«»  i;o\finnu'nt  to  soe  to  the  interests  of  a  ]K*ople  alreatiy 
exist inu  in  tlu'  muntrv,  it  iKcame  necess;»rv  for  judicial  atfaii-s  to  havt 
reeoursi'  to  tlie  «»tHeers  nf  tlu*  Iliulson's  Hay  Conii>any.  This  inaui:iir;tt^ 
that  speeies  nf  ^4«»vernnjent  wliieh,  slitrhtly  ni<Mlitie<l  by  subsetpient  cir- 
cinnsi.nKTN,  luletl  this  oountrv  uj>  tt»  a  recent  d.te. 

VN  hereas  tliat  Ljovernnjent  tliuv  aeoei>ted  was  far  from  answeriniz  t«»  tiie 
wants  i^i  the  pOMpK',  ;uul  hecaine  more  and  more   so  as  the  populati«'n  in- 
eiiased  in  nuuil»fi"s.  ami  as  the  oonntry  was  developed,  a  d  commerce  ei- 
tended  until  tin-  jMesrnt  day   \slien  it  connnandsa  place  aiuonirst  the  o^l" 
nies  :  and  this  jK-ople,  ever  actuated    by   the  alnive  mentioned  principles 
had  ^cncially  sujipoited  the  aft»resaid  government,  and  i^ave  it   a  faithful 
alk'L^iance  :  wlicn.  c<Mitraiv  to   the  law  of  nations,  in   March,    18<>1*.  th.^* 
said  u'"vcrnnunt  .sunt n<leicd.   ami   transferred  to   (.'anadH,  all  the  rii:ht* 
wliith    it  bad  pretended  to   have  in   this  territorv,   bv  tnin.s;4Ctions  with 
which  ilie  ]HM.pK'  v  ere  considered  unworthy  to  be  m.-nle  acijuaintitl  :  ;md. 
whereas  it  i>  als«>  u'»'i»cr.illy  aduiitted   tliat  a   |)eople  is  at  liberty  to  estal"- 
h-sli  any  f«'rni  «•!  L^overnnient  it  may  consider  suitable  to  its  wants,  as  s"0» 
as  tlii'  jM.wer  t«»  which  it  was  subject  abandons  it    or  attempts  to  suLjuiTite 
it    witlmut  it>  c«»nseni,  to  a  tnreiun  }»ower,  and   maintained  that  no  riiihi 
ran  he  transterred  to  such  foreign  p«>wer.     Now,  therefore — 

1st.    We.    tile    representati\es  of  the   people  in  c<»uneil,  HsseiiibltKl  at 
rpper  Fnrt  (larry,  «»n  the  *J4th  November,  1S4»1>,  after  havim^'  invoked  thf 
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(iimI  of  Nations  relying  on  tliese  fundamentAl  moral  ])rincipIeB,  solemnly 
dfclan*,  in  the  nanicH  of  our  constituents,  and  in  our  own  names,  befi>ro 
(fod  and  man,  that  from  the  day  on  which  the  (jrovernment  we  had  always 
reH|)ected  alNindoned  uh,  by  transferring  to  a  strange  jwjwer  the  sacred 
authority  contided  to  it,  the  people  of  Ruj)ert*8  Land  and  the  North- 
Wt*st  hecame  free  and  exempt  from  all  allegiance  to  the  ^uiid  (vovern- 
nient. 

:ind.  That  we  refuse  to  rec(»gnize  the  authority  of  Oaiuida,  which  i)re- 
tends  U*  have  a  right  to  coerce  uh,  and  imiH»se  upon  uk  a  desi>otic  form  of 
^vemment,  still  more  contniry  to  our  rights  and  interests  as  British  hu))- 
jects  than  wiis  that  Government  to  which  we  had  subjected  ourselves 
thntugh  necessity  up  to  a  certain  date. 

3rd.  That  by  sending  an  exi>edition  on  the  1st  November  ult.,  charged 
to  ilrive  InicIc  Mr.  William  McDougall  and  his  com])anions.  c(miing  in  the 
name  of  I'anaila  to  rule  us  with  the  rod  of  despotism,  without  a  previous 
notification  to  that  effect,  we  have  acte<l  conformably  to  that  sacred  right 
which  commands  everj-  citizen  to  offer  energetic  oppasition  to  prevent  his 
c(»untr>' being  enslaved. 

4th.  That  we  continue,  and  shall  continue,  to  op{)ose,  with  all  our 
strength,  the  establishing  of  the  Canadian  authority  in  our  country  under 
the  announced  form.  And  in  aise  of  pei'sistence  on  the  ]Nirt  of  the  Cana 
dian  Govennuent  to  enforce  its  obnoxious  ]K>licy  u{)on  us  by  force  of 
arms,  we  prot<.'st  iM'forehand  against  such  an  unjust  and  unlawful  course  ; 
and  we  declare  the  siiid  Canadian  (vovernment  responsible  before  God  and 
men  for  the  innumerable  evils  which  may  be  caused  by  so  unwarrantable 
a  course.  Be  it  known,  therefore,  to  the  world  in  general,  and  to  the 
CamMlian  Government  in  |>articulHr,  that  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
luccesafully  defended  <nir  country  in  frejpient  wars  with  the  neighboring 
tribes  of  Indians,  wh<»  are  now  on  friendlj'  relations  with  us,  we  are 
tinidy  resolveil  in  future,  not  less  than  in  the  ]Kist,  to  re]»el  all  invasions 
fn>m  whats<tever  (piartors  they  may  come. 

And,  furthennore,  we  do  declare  antl  proclaim,  in  the  name  of  the  ]>eople 
of  Ru]>ertV  Land  and  the  Noi-th-West,  that  we  have,  on  the  said  24th  of 
Novenilier,  18<i!>,  ab«»ve  mentioned,  established  a  ])rovisional  government, 
and  hold  it  to  be  the  only  and  lawful  authority  now  in  existence  in 
Ru[»ert*s  Land  an<l  the  North-West  which  claims  the  obedience  and  resjH?ct 
of  the  )>eo]>le. 

That  meanwhile  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  enter  into  such  nego- 
tiations with  the  Canadian  <TOV(^rnment  as  may  ))e  fav<irable  for  the  gtsHl 
government  and  ]>r<»s]»erity  of  this  {)eo])le. 

In  HUp|Mirt  of  this  declamtion,  relying  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, we  mutually  pledge  ourselves  on  oath,  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and 
our  sacred  honor  to  each  other. 


*18  HrsTOHT  OF  THE  NOBTH-WEsT. 

iHRWd  at  Ffi'l  Unrry.  this   HtU  day   uf  Docember.  in  iJie  ]rt*r  M  nsr 
IiOCd  ons  thociNiind  night.  Immlivd  niul  MXty- 

Jobs  Il»t-c>,  iVBHinit 
Loiis  Riti.  Senear/ 

Rkl  then  sent  a  jruftnl  of  forty  men  U>  occupy  the  HuiUmi 
Bay  port  at  Pi?inbina,  to  prevent  Sir.  McDougall  from  enWtii 
it,  and  he  notifit-d  Mr.  .1,  A.  Snow,  the  8Ui>>rinleniiem  uf  (I 
X*ke  of  ike  W001J8  road,  to  arrange  Iuh  affairs  ant]  depint  fn 
tiie  BettlflDUriit  within  a  fortnight.  Mr.  Bown,  the  editor 
the  Nor'-WeHtft;  thinking  discretion  the  better  part  of  valoo 
had  left  the  aettleiueut,  it  is  said,  in  dis^isc,  aiid  wan  sui 
at  a  post  in  the  iutorior,  called  Ragle's  Nest,  which  brloiige 
to  the  Hadeou's  Bay  Com]>any. 

It  seems  that  CoL  Deunis,  at  the  time  when  SchullK  ami 
men  were  besieged  by  Riei,  attempted  to  raise  a  force  \n  \ht  ' 
Lower  Settlement  to  rescue  them,  but  did  not  8ucc<^,  and 
the  fith  December,  the  day  before  tlie  suri'ender,  he  received  ' 
the  followinji  lettei'  from  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  which 
throws  much  light  oh  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  settlemont. 
BiKHOi'':*  Coi-KT,  Dec.  Bth,  ISW 

Dbak  Colonel  Db>"mk  -1  gviovi-  tn  wiy  th&t  the  state  of  thini^  u  »- 
Burning  daily  u  (jriLver  aajiucC,  1  am  greatly  diiapjioiiited  at  the  miiufH^ 
tiona  uf  loyalty  and  a  detenninutioii  to  support  the  ((ovemment  nf  Mr, 
McDougall,  on  the  part  nf  the  English  population.  losteail  of  h  brewing 
down  (if  the  fnive  uf  the  insui^eutH,  1  feel  certnin  fmiu  my  olwurvadaoi 
at  Fort  Garrj-  to-iUy,  and  &y>ni  information  from  Mr  Moctaiith  uJ 
otlient  I  cnn  rely  on,  thnt  »ver  KOU  men  are  now  in  amis,  and  t\\ej  ir* 
well  aniied.  I  suf  no  reaaun  to  dejwnd  on  want  of  eoun^jC  or  lietemiun- 
tion  on  the  pnH  nf  tliese  men.  In  iidditi'in  tr>  this  str-ina  uxhiliilJim  <rf 
force,  there  is  >>  ijeitel,  mtfimtintiy  uit  ^>nHi  sutliority.  of  a  licUinuiiuuwS 
tu  avenge  lout  uf  life,  if  they  are  attacked  by  bouse  to  house  mawacrii^ 
or,  at  any  rate,  by  individual  assassination. 

I  feel,  therefore,  that  succeHK  in  an  Attack  with  such  forces  aa  yoa  can 
bring  together,  with  nothing  uf  the  common  action  the  iosurgeDls  bsTe,  ii 
problematical,  and  that  the  warfare  is  likely  to  be  such  that  a  Tictoiy  wiU 
only  be  less  fnfal  to  the  settlement  and  the  interest  of  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment, tlian  a  defeat. 
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V<»ii   must   n(»t    sii[>j)ose   tliat    tliis  comes   from   one   wlio   is   timorous 
^^iough  I  never  said  it  before,  I  went  to  the  firftt  meeting  of  the  Council 
**^  AsHiniboia,  prepared  t<j  recommend  a  forcible  putting  down  of  the  in- 
surrection, and  when  you  came  in,  1  hoped  that  the  exhibition  of  force 
^<»uld  be  sufficient ;  but  the  force  of  the  insurgents  has  only  grown  witli 
opposition  and  is  now,  I  believe,  quite  a  match  for  all  that  can  be  brought 
to(^ther  against  them.     I  would  earnestly  advise,  therefore,  the  giving  u]> 
of  any  idea  of  attacking  the  French  position  at  Fort  Garry  at  present,  and 
also  any  idea  of  seizing  by  stealth  on  any  rebel.     Put  away  such  counsel 
for  a  time  at  ^east.     T  feel  that  the  result  to  be  anticipated  would  be  very 
disastrous      I  see  everything  to  be  gained  by  delay  ;  at  any  rate  tliere 
would  be  some  opportunity,  |>erhap8,  of  bringing  about  some  direct  com- 
munication between  Governor  McDougall  and  the  disaffected  people      } 
think  you  should  on  every  account,  bring  that  alKiut.     Further,  it  would 
be  well  not  to  act  till  you  ascertain  clearly  the  mind  of  the  Canadian  M'n- 
istry  and  people,  on  the  way  of  settling  this  affair,  and  I  think  somethii  g 
is  due  to  the  people  from  Governor  McDougall.     I  for  one  am  at  this 
moment  perfectly  ignorant  of  any  detail  of  the  character  or  policy  of  this 
government.     Personally  I  <lo  not  care  for  this.     I  am  not  only  fervently 
loyal  to  the  Queen,  but  I  have  unipiestioning  confidence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Canada.     I  know  all  will  be  right  ;  still,  there  is  not  less  a  great 
want,  a  very  conciliatory  attitude  is  what  is  m anted  from  Governor  Mc- 
Dougall, and  a  plain  setting  forth  of  how  the  government  is  to  be  con- 
ducted, meeting,  as  far  as  possible,  any  of  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  dis- 
affected ]>erson8,  and  i)erhaps  referring  others  to  Canada,  but  promising  a 
generous  consideration  of  the  whole  grievances. 

ThiH  may  not  be  altogether  palatable,  but  the  crisis  is  a  grave  one  for 
Canada,  and  much  wisdom  is  neede<l.  I  would  not  so  write,  did  I  not 
feel  certain,  that  if  the  present  numbers  of  insurgents  keep  up,  an  attack 
b  not  feasible,  and  did  I  not  also  feel  that  some  attempt  should  be  made 
by  those  having  authc>rity  and  knowledge,  to  enter  into  explanations  with 
them  before  making  any  attack.  The  late  government  of  Assiniboin, 
oould  not  do  this,  for  it  had  no  information  ;  all  th^t  could  be  done  was  to 
counsel  loyal  obedience,  but  at  this  time,  something  more  is  called  for 

than  that. 

With  kindest  regards, 

I  am,  (&c., 

R    RrPERTs  Laxi». 

Colonel  Dennis  evidently  concluded  to  take  His  Lordship's 
advice,  for,  on  the  9th  December,  he  sent  the  following  letter 
fp  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne  : 


LowKH  Fort  Gabht, 

Dea-nibcr.  9tli.  ISHi). 
X  O.  B.  Bannattne,  Esq., 

Winnipeg. 
Dear  Mb.  Bannattne— I  Hope  th«  enclosed  will  i 
the  French  party  of  my  desire  not  to  see  the  oaant^  b 
desolate  upon  a  <)\iestion  which  I  am  convinced  sdniits  of  a 
peocefol  Bolntion. 

Be  good  enuugb  to  make  it  known  to  the  parties  in  Mm.  J 
if  I  can  contribute  in  any  way  to  bring  about  a  settlenieBtt  t ' J 
shall  be  f;lad  t<}  to  so.    The  paper  will  be  printed  atMl  t 
boted  to-day. 

Believe  me,  Dear  1^, 

Yoxirs,  kc, 

.).  S.  Denxia 

The  enclosure  referred  to  was  the  following : 

Price  Peocumitiok, 

LuWEK   FOBT   OlRRT, 

Red  River  Settlemeat, 

December  9th,  1889. 


Til  nil  ichcmt  it  mail  roticem. 

By  certain  printed  pajmra,  of  Inte  put  in  circiiUtion  by  the  Frencb 
partj,  communlcstiun  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor  iit  tu(IicMt«d  willi* 
view  to  laying  before  him  alleged  ri)(hts  on  tlie  part  of  those  now  in  arm. 
I  think  that  course  very  desirable,  and  tluit  it  would  lead  t«  good  remit* 
Under  the  belief  that  the  jmrty  iii  arms  arc  sincere  in  their  desir«  for 
peace,  and  feeling  that  to  abandon  for  the  present,  the  call  on  the  lo^  to 
amu.  wiiuld.  in  view  of  such  communictition,  relieve  the  situntion  of  mudi 
einbarnisHiiient,  and  so  cuntribute  to  bring  about  peace.  »Dd  mve  ibe 
country  from  what  will  othem'ise  end  in  ruin  and  deaolatiuD  1  now  coll  no 
and  order  the  Iiiynl  jinrty  in  the  North-Weet  Territories  to  cease  fuithBf 
action  under  tbf  ap|H,-;il  to  aruu  made  by  me.  and  1  cmII  im  the  French 
party  tn  satisfy  tlif  [leuple  of  their  sincerity  in  wishing  fur  a  peaceful  eii<l- 
ing  of  nil  these  (iniuIjUh  l<y  pending  a  deputation  to  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
or  at  Pembina  iiitlinut  any  unnecessary  delay. 
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Oivon  under  my  hand  at  Lower  Fort  Garry,  this  9th  day  of  December, 

J.  S.  Dennis, 
Lieutenant  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace  m  atui 
for  the  North' West  Territones. 

T^vo   days  after  issuing   the   above   proclamation,   Colonel 

Dennis  left  Lower  Fort  Garry  to  rejoin  Mr.  McDougall  at  Pem- 

l>inA,  And  the  latter,  finding  that  all  efforts  to  gain  admission 

into  the  settlement  had  failed,  packed  up  his  baggage  and  took 

his  departure  on  the  18th  December  for  Canada. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


.   PASSIVE  Cf>MMtSS10N. 


^^  TlIK  only  attt^inpt  (aa  far  as  we  know)  madf  liy  Mr.  H(^- 
Dougall  to  commumcnU'  witli  the  insurgents  and  itnil  out  tit 
true  CAuao  of  tUt-ir  grievances,  was  when  five  daya  Wowhu 
il.-partun-  for  Citnada  lie  addressed  the  followiii|f  klier  to 
Kirl  : 


(/•n 


'■) 


PesfBiSA.  Decei.,l)Br  13.  1W9. 
Ljuim  Kmi..  ¥.■><,.. 

Sin, —  I  lienr  from  tho  Uudwin  Bay  Post  thai  y>u  Kre  expected  to  tm"     I 
there  frum  Fnrt  G»Trj  to-aif^ht.     1  aenil  this  nute  to  iiifumi  ;i>a ihisl     I 
Kill  Kniiou*  to  hnvD  N  convemttion  with  you  Wfore  uuwering  dupatcbv 
which  X  iukvn  recently  rocuired  fmm  the  Doininiun  (Jovemment-    1  b»y« 
not  yet  hud  »ny  cimniuniiMlion  from  ymi  or  frnm  finyone  else  pn  MitV     ' 
..(   the  Fr.>nc!i  hiiH-lir.-.-.K.    wli..  jii.vo    f.Ti-\ .  <.' <.■■]    i>,.     fr.m   i.r- -r^- •' :  -  ' 
Fun  (jarry,   Ntating  their  cuniplaints  or  miiheH  iii  rBierence  u>  uic  u" 
giivemnient.     As  the  representative  of  the  Sovereign  to  whom  yon  hhI 
they  owe,  and  as  I  am  told,  do  not  with  to  deny,  allegiant»,  it  is  pnftr 
that  Biiiiie  such  communication  should  r«ach  me.     It  will  be  a  great  mii^ 
fortune  to  us  all,   I  think,  if  I  am  obliged  to  return  to  Canada  and  hud 
over  the  powers  of  government  here  to  a  military  ruler.     This  will  be  the 
inevitable  result,  unleoa  we   find  some  solution  of  the  preaent  difficultj 
very  noon. 

1  have  full  powers  from  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  stroi^eat  deaiie 
personally,  to  meet  all  juat  clainiB  of  every  claaa  and  aection  of  tlie  peiqik- 
Why  should  you  not  come  to  me  and  discuss  the  matter  1 

I  beg  you  to  believe  that  what  occurred  will  not  aflTect  my  mind  agaiJM' 
you  or  those  for  whom  you  may  be  authorized  to  apeak.  The  iDtemev 
proposed  must  be  without  the  knowledge  or  privity  of  certain  Amerion 
citizens  here,  who  protend  to  be  «i  rappitrt  with  yon.  I  trust  to  yt«r 
honor  on  this  jxiint. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

WiLUAK  HcDotTou-u 


A    I'AsslVK    COMMISSION.  4'2.'> 

'/'he  al»ovf  invitation  was  sent  too  late  in  the  (lav,  and  Kiel 
never  responded,  remembering  probably  the  fact  that  it  had 
been  preceded  by  too  many  unmistakable  proofs  that  the  man 
who  wrote  it  was  not  imbued  with  friendly  feelings  toward 
the  French  population. 

Mr.  McDougall  being  thus  disappointed  in  his  effort  to  con- 
ciliate the  leader  of  the  insurgents,  took  up  his  pen  and  ad- 
dresseil  Governor  Mactavish  in  the  following  extraordinary 
banner: 

**  If,  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Dominion  Govem- 
Uient  (withholding  payment  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of 
the  purchase  money),  the  surrender  and  transfer  of  the  coun- 
try did  not  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  December,  as  pre- 
viously agreed  upon,  then  you  are  the  chief  executive  officer 
as  before,  and  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
and  the  enforcement  of  the  law.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
transfer  did  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  December,  then,  I 
take  it,  my  connnission  came  into  force,  and  the  notice  in  the 
form  of  a  proclamation,  issued  by  my  authority  on  that  day, 
correctly  recited  the  facts  and  disclosed  the  legal  status  of  the 
respective  parties." 

At  this  time  Governor  Mactavish  was  lying  seriously  ill  at 
Fort  Garry,  a  fact  which  must  have  been  known  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Dougall, and  yet,  with  what  may  be  almost  looked  upon  as  a 
species  of  ci-uelty,  he  indited  the  al)ove  insulting  document. 

But  we  will  now  see  what  t\u*  Canadian  authorities  thought 
of  Mr.  McDougall's  action  while  at  Pembina. 

The  Secretary  of  State  at  Ottawa,  writing  to  him  on  the 
24th  December,  says : 

As  it  would  appear  from  these  documents  that  you  have  used  the 
Queen's  name  without  her  autliority — attributed   to   Her  Majesty  acts 
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irtudialM  hiuj  DoC  jet  performed  — aik)  r>rgknt»-(l 
tb*  twritory  uf  tlie  Hudson's  Bbj-  diinpany  with' 
twu,  I  Mil  comninnded  to  luuure  ;uu  thnt  the  grave  oc«unvu>.>N  vhick 
JOB  repcHt  have  oocasiotied  here  gnsal  anxiety,  •  •  ■•  •  But  m  'in 
<icganiBtk>n  niid  use  uf  audi  u,  force  by  ydu  was,  under  lh«  iureiiiiuii*iK"i 
•ntiia];  illegal,  the  Governor- General  and  council  cannot  dioguiM  Ena 
jou  the  weiglit  of  responsibility  you  have  iuuurred. 
-  Astinc  on  the  1)elief  tliat  the  country  would  be  i|uiet<1y  tnUkfemdi 
'with  ttte  general  ustsent  of  the  iiiliabitants,  nil  the  preparal'iiy  lanaitfr 
■Bents  ware  msdu,  as  you  were  aware,  in  anticijuttion  that  on  or  alxiit  it 
lat  Deownber,  the  territory  would  be  surrendered  by  the  oompanj  tulbl> 
QnMB,*aad  that  thereup*>n  Her  Majesty  would  issue  Her  Pmclunstiqn, 
fixing  kdny  for  the  union  of  the  couniry  with  Canada. 

The  PiciclamKtioti.  when  officially  comiitunicated,  to  yuti  would  oeulik 
TDO,  n&dar  ihc  commisHion  and  autluirity  given  in  anticipation  of  tbt- 
mnatt,  to  enter  legally  upon  the  ajipciint^  diky  on  the  discliai^e  of  Jff 
affinal  dnties  aa  Governor  of  the  North-West. 

In  the  coniMiuiun  tsnued  mi  the  28tk  September,  you  were nm|xi«R' 
ed  to  enter  ii]Hm  the  duties  of  government  ouly   "on.  fr.im  and  atitrlb*    J 
day  to  be  ii,-...!*!-  in    ihe  IJ,i«,.n  s  Pr-.dnmitlon  ;  ii»d  i.i  the  iii»Lrii«i"M    J 

handed  to  yuu  with  the  commiiMion  you  are  directed  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Garry  and  be  ready  to  assume  the  government  of  the  territories  on  thnr 
actual  transfer  to  Canada. 

I  wish  I  could  inform  you  that  this  report  had  entirely  relieved  the 
Governor-General  and  council  from  the  anxiety  alrttady  eipreewd.  Uil 
true  that  no  blood  had  been  shed  up  to  the  6tb,  and  you  had  not  caimd 
out  your  intention  of  occupying  the  stockade  near  Pembina  with  an  aiusd 
party  ;  but  the  proceedings  of  Col.  Dennis,  as  reported  by  hinuwlf,  *m 
HO  reckless  and  extraordinary  that  there  (»n  be  no  relief  from  adidtodc 
here  while  an  officer  so  imprudent  is  acting  under  your  author!^. 

H'td  the  inhabitant!)  of  Rupert's  L^ind,  on  the  breaking  out  of  tbs 
disturbancBH.  risen  and  put  an  end  to  them,  or  had  Governor  Haebv«A 
organized  a  force  to  occupy  his  forts,  and  maintain  hia  authoritr,  sD 
would  have  been  well,  and  Riel  and  his  people  would  have  been  reqwii- 
tible  for  any  bloodshed  or  |>ro|>erty  destroyed.  But  Col.  Denuts,  with  m 
legal  authority,  proceeds  to  seize  the  fort  not  in  poaMeaion  of  the  ininr 
gents,  but  of  tlie  Uudsou's  Bay  Company,  and  to  garrison  it  wi^  a  miisd 
force  of  whitea  and  Indians,  and  proposes  to  give  battle  to  the  inaorgents 
should  a  junction  be  formed  with  Home  forcea  which  he  has  ordered  to  bt 
drilled  on  the  .^SHJniboine.  He  uppea's  never  to  have  thought  that  the 
moment  war  commenced  nil  the  white  inhabitanta  would  be  at  the  merej 
of  the  Indians  by  whom  they  are  largely  outnumbered,  and,  divided  u 
they  would  be,  might  l)e  easily  overpowered. 
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It  is  imp  >ssible    tn  read  tlie  C.)l()uers  acciumt   of  his  attempt    to  j)er- 

i^uade  Judge  Black  to  ai>l  h  m  in  proclaiming  martial  law,  without  strong 

feelings  of  regret  that  you  should  have  been  represented  in  the  settlement 

Idj  a  ])erson  of  so  little  discretion.     It  is  no  wonder  that  Judge  Black  was 

frightened  at  the  proposal     as   he    must   have   known  that  Col.  Dennis 

vould  have  to  answer  at  the  bar  of  justice  for  every  life  lost  by  such  an 

aasumptioii    of  authority,  and    that  the   illegal   seizure  of  an   American 

citizen  would  at  <mce  pruvoke  interference  in  the  quarrel,  and  lead  to  very 

serious  complications. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Joseph  Howk, 
Svcretat'if  of  State  ftn'  the  Pntrince:*. 

Col.  Dennis,  afterwards,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Honor- 
able the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  on  the  12th  February, 
1870,  made  use  of  the  following  words  in  regard  to  his  actions 
in  the  North-West,  under  the  connnission  issued  to  hini  by 
Mr.  McDougall : — 

"  I  acteil  in  good  faith  throughout,  not  being  aware,  till  I 
met  Col.  DeSalalxn-ry,  on  the  28rd  December,  on  the  plains, 
while  on  my  way  to  Canada,  that  the  Proclamation  and  Com- 
mission had  been  issued  by  Mr.  McDougall  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts  (the  transfer  of  the  territoiy  not  having 
taken  place  on  the  1st  Deceml)er  as  supjKxsed),  and  were  worth 
no  more  than  waste  paper. 

"  I  may  l)e  permitted  to  say  here  that,  although  I  had  pre- 
viously felt  mortified  at  not  having  been  able  to  bring  about 
peace  by  means  of  anj*^  kind,  on  hearing  the  st*itement  of 
Colonel  De  Salaberry,  that  feeling  changed  at  once  to  one  of 
heartfelt  thankfulness  that  my  [)roceediugs  had  not  lx»en 
the  cause  (even  to  the  extent  of  a  dix>p)  of  bloo<lshed  among 
the  people." 

In  justice  to  Col.  Dennis,  it  nnist  l)e  said  that  he,  undoubt- 
edly, considered  himself  fully  empowered  to  act  as  he  did,  and 
although  he  went  the  wrong  way  about  bringing  peace  to  the 


settlemeDt,  hiB  actions  were  in  line  frith  the  iriiale  poliqr 
adopted  by  his  chief,  Mr  McDongall,  after  bis  ezpalBOD  turn 
the  aettlement,  on  die  3rd  November.  As  for  Mr.  MeDoogdl 
hia  misfortiine,  if  not  his  faoJt,  lay  in  his  plsdi^  too  Dincli 
confidence  in  the  atatements  and  advice  of  sappoeed  frindi 
in  the  sefeUement — men  who  at  the  time  had  made  IbaMdfM 
wholly  objectionable  to  a  large  claaa  of  aettlen.  The  diffi- 
calty  with  Mr.  McDongall  was  the  absenee  of  any  oaaaMatj 
spirit  in  dealing  with  the  difficulties  that  confronted  him,  tai 
this,  comlnaed  with  his  overbearing;  manner,  and  tiie  injn&i- 
oos  language  attributed  to  him,  and  which,  nnfortanatelf, 
characterized  nearly  all  the  letters  and  documents  enuDsliBK 
from  him,  only  served  to  widen  the  breach  between  him  tsi 
the  French.  E\  en  had  his  acta  proved  perfectly  legal,  aai  tl* 
traii.sfer  taken  piapo,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  French  seclio" 
of  the  settlement  would  have  been  willing  to  accept  him  ■* 
their  g>)\'eruor.  His  whole  ci>iirse,  from  the  day  of  Ills  arri^"*l 
at  Pc'iiilnua  until  he  took  his  departure,  was  hasty,  and  coe- 
trar\'  to  the  in.structionfl  he  had  received,  and  the  only  excoB^ 
that  can  be  shown  in  bin  favor  is  the  distance  from  the  seat  of 
govei'iiiiient  at  Ottawa,  and  the  difficulty  and  delay  io  ccdD' 
nmnicatiit^  therewith.  Had  he  remained  passive,  awaiting 
full  advices  fi-om  Ottawa,  all  might  have  been  well,  but,  0.0- 
fortnnatcly,  he  gave  way  to  the  importunities  of  irresponaihl^ 
)>arties,  wils  guided  by  their  unwise  counsels,  and  adopted  eS' 
trume  measures  without  the  necessary  authority,  and  by  th>s 
means  ruined  him.self,  politi(!alIy,  ever  afterwards. 

After  his  departure  frcim  Pembina,  matters  in  the  settl*' 
ment  ipiieted  down  somewhat,  and  most  of  the  French  di^ 
peraol  to  their  homes,  leaving  about  sixty  men  in  Fort  GarrJ 
to  guard   it.     On  the  10th  December.  Biel  hoisted  the  fla^  *^ 
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tlu'  ])n)visional  ^^overnment,  the  design  being  a  combination  of 
the  jieiirs  de  lis  and  shamrock,  the  latter  being,  it  was  said, 
in  honor  of  W.  B.  O'Donohue,  who  had  left  the  college  of  St. 
Boniface,   where   he  was   studying   for  the    priesthood,   and 
joined  the  insurgents.     Dr.  Tupper  (now   Sir  Charles  Tupper) 
about  this  time  paid  a  flying  visit  to  the  settlement  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  possession  of  some  luggage  belonging  to 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Cameron,  which  had  been  seized  , with  Mr. 
McDougall's  furniture,  but  he  in  no  way  took  part  in  the  poli- 
tical differences  existing. 

It  uow  became  known  in  the  settlement  that  the  prolama- 
tions  issued  by  Mr.  McDougall  were  without  authority  of  the 
Queen,  and  valueless,  and  the  revulsion  of  feeling  that  took 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  settlers  generally,  only  served  to  fur- 
ther strengthen  the  hands  of  Riel.  The  unfortunate  prisoners 
m  Fort  Garry,  who  no  doubt  had  acted  from  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
to  Canada,  felt  themselves  sold,  especially  as  both  Mr.  McDou- 
K*ll  and  Colonel  Dennis  had  taken  their  departure,  thus  leav- 
1^  them  to  their  fate.  Steps  were  taken,  however,  by  parties 
in  the  settlement  to  procure,  if  possible,  their  release,  but  Riel 
'^ould  not  agree  to  any  proposition  of  the  kind,  and  in  this  he 
niade  a  great  mistake,  for  had  he  given  the  men  their  liberty, 
It  Would  have  prevented  in  a  great  measure,  the  bitter  feeling 
"^t  sprang  up  against  him  among  the  English  settlers. 

The  fact  is,  that  from  the  time  of  the  collapse  of  Mr.  McDou- 
P^U's  illegal  plans  and  his  subsequent  departure  for  Canada, 
**i^l  became  abitrary  and  inflated  by  the  temporarj'^  power 
^hich  he  held.  His  first  high-handed  proceeding  was  to  cause 
"^®  safe  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  be  carried  off  from 
^^ir  office,  and  to  abstract  several  thousands  of  pounds  ster- 
"^  from  it,  it  even  being  said  that  part  of  this  money  was 


tued  in  payiog  Mr.  Coldwell  for  th<^  plant  of  the  Pi 
newspaper,  which  was  iifterwarda  used  iii  publiHtung  tbe 
JTotion, -Biel'^  organ.  l)r,  Schultz  about  the  Hatne  time 
taken  from  the  qtuuten,  where  he  had  been  allowed  to 
with  his  wife,  and  coDfined  with  the  not  erf  the 
in  foct  the  leader  of  tbe  French  began  in  evezy  wqr 
make  himself  obnozioaa  to  the  En^ish-speaking  people  of  ttM 
arttlement  About  this  time  also,  rumots  were  aScMi  tlitl 
Fenians  and  Americans  were  in  collosion  with  Biel,  whidh  wi 
believe  had  no  foundation  in  fact,  although  it  was  well  kninni 
that  W.  B.  ODonohue,  high  in  the  eooneils  of  the  Franefa,  bd 
a  tendency  in  that  direction.  Riel,  on  being  ^>proadiad  IjT 
parties  upon  the  subject,  stated  that  there  was  no  tnrth  in  1l» 
rumors,  aud  that  all  he  wished  was  the  formation  of  a  Prori- 
sional  tiovemmeiit  in  which  all  classes  would  be  representee!, 
and  that  then  he  would  be  glad  if  either  Governor  Mactaviah 
or  Judge  Black  would  become  head  of  it. 

Kiel  now  continued  to  make  arrests  of  parties  sappoeed  to 
be  in  sympathy  with  the  Canadian  party,  and  so  qaietly  wta 
thi}<  done  on  some  occasions,  tliat  it  was  really  unknown  bo* 
many  prisoners  he  had  confined  in  Fort  Garry.  He  and  tit 
followers  also  helped  themselves  to  whatever  they  wanted 
from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  establishment,  and  in  bow 
cases  from  the  stores  of  private  merchants. 

(Jn  the  25th  December,  18(i9,  John  Bruce  resigned  the  p«- 
tion  of  President  of  the  Provisional  Government,  a  poffltiw 
which  he  had  only  held  nominally,  and  Louis  Riel,  the  res' 
head  of  the  insurrection,  succeeded  him,  and  about  the  f" 
time  word  waa  received  of  the  expected  arrival  of  Gnw 
Vicar  Thibault  and  Colonel  de  Salaberry,  two  comnua8ioiie« 
appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government  for  the  purpose  of 


If 
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ring  into  the  grievances  of  the  people,  and  pacifying 
if  possible,  so  as  to  gain  the  admission  of  Mr.  McDou- 
nto  the  territory.  On  the  way  over  the  plains,  these 
?oniniissioners  met  Mr.  McDougall  and  his  party  bound 
t.  Paul,  and  communicated  to  that  gentleman  the  fact 
the  transfer  had  not  been  made,  and  that,  therefore,  he 
icte<l  illegally  in  all  that  he  had  done  at  Pembina.  They 
proceeded  toward  the  settlement,  and,  on  arriving  at  the 
dar\'  line,  it  was  decided  that  the  Grand  Vicar  should  go 
one  to  St.  Boniface,  as  there  was  some  doubt  whether  De 
)erry  would  be  admitted.  The  latter,  as  a  matter  of  pre- 
on,  i*etaineil  all  the  papers  connected  with  their  mission, 
t  was  not  until  the  6th  January  that  he  was  enabled  to 
us  colleague  in  the'sert^/lement.  The  Grand  Vicar  and  De 
>err}'  then  permitted  tlxeir  papers  to  pass  into  the  hands 
el,  who  being  thus  made  aware  Ixjforehand  of  their  con- 
and  of  the  fact  that  they;  were  invested  with  no  author- 
'as  not  inclined  to  pay  much  I'espect  to  their  mission  of 
Indeed,  at  his  reijuest,  the  two  commissioners  remained 
ly  at  the  Bishop  s  Palace,  and  did  not  visit  to  any  extent 
g  the  people  for  souie  time  after  their  arrival.  Their 
uce  in  the  settlement  had  no  effect  upon  the  general  state 
airs  in  bringing  alx)ut  a  better  understanding  among  the 
«.  Matters  went  on  as  usual,  and  Riel  carried  things  in 
«ine  high-handed  manner,  prisoners  being  arrested  and 
in  confinement — guards  Wing  posted  as  usual  at  Fort 
y,  and  sometimes  patrolling  the  streets  of  \Vinnii)eg,  and  a 
'al  feeling  of  uneasiness  pervaded  the  whole  settlement. 
K)ut  this  time,  too,  another  Sioux  scare  occurred,  and 
ly  of  these  Indians  actually  came  down  from  Portage  la 
•ie  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Fort  Garry,  and  were  only  in- 

AA 
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dooed  to  return   by   giving   them   pivsents.     Other  ImliaH" 
twoke  into  aiiil  stole  some  of  the  Govemment  proviumiA  &^ 
Oak  Point,  and,  in  addition  to  these  causes  for  di«|uiftu»l''- 
tiueatB  beg»n  to  }j^  iisi-iJ  by  wxne  of  the  Enfrlish  settl^CT.  that 
vnlen  Biel  iv-leat>-d  tlu'  Ciiniiiltau  prisoners,  on  attack  <kuuK\ 
be-  made  on  &a  fart  to  libente  tihem. 

In  the  midst  of  tfaia  Bt^ie  of  public  feding,  tlu JPmp  Atit£iMi 
made  its  appearance,  edited  by  Majcor  HoMnaon,  and  bnwAri 
of  Annexaticm  ideas,  of  wltich  the  following  hradHnm.  tt^^M 
from  its  first  tssae,  will  ^ve  some  idea: 

CONFEDERATION  1 

THE  BRITISH- AJCERICAS  PBOTDTCBSl 

Proposed  Annexation  to  the  United  States,  Etc.,  Etc 
ANNEXATION  ! 

BRITISH   COLUMBIA   DEFVING  THE   DOMINIOS  i 
Anneration  our  Maniftut  Destiny ! 

The  publication  of  this  paper,  with  such  sentiments  »*" 
pressed  in  its  columns,  did  much  to  widen  the  breach  beiw«^" 
the  English  and  French,  as  the  New  Nation  was  the  ackno**"* 
ledf^  orjjaii  of  Riel,  although  the  latter  repudiated  altogetb*' 
the  atmexabion  doctrine  preached  by  it. 

Grand  Vicar  Thibault  and  Colonel  de  Salaberry  now  had  •" 
interview  with  the  French   council,  and,  on  receiving  Uiei*'' 
Riel  said : — "  1  am  sorry  to  see  that  your  papers  give  yon  oO 
authority  to  treat  with  us,  but  we  will  be  very  glad  to  bdW 
you,  trusting  that  you  have  only  good  news  to  tell  us."    Noth- 
ing, however,  came  of  this  interview,  and  in  order  that  oor 
readers  may  see  how  powerless  the  commissiODeis  were  to  ic- 
complish  any  practical  good,  we  will  give  in  full  the  letter  «' 
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ructions  which  Grand  Vicar  Thibault  received  from  Hon. 
Howe,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Canada. 

Ottawa,  December  4,  1869. 

ft 

V'ery  Reverend  Grand  Vi«ir,  M.  Thibault. 

L — Referring  to  the  conversation  hekl  with  a  committee  of  the  Privy^ 
cil  yesterday,  and  to  your  kind  consent  to  undertake  the  delicate 
»f  representing,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  de  SaUberry,  the  views 
-Hjlicy  of  this  government  to  the  people  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Ter- 
I  am  commanded  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  to 
y  to  you  in  the  form  of  instructions  for  your  guidance,  the  grounds  of 
t^'iitert^iined  here  that  your  mission  of  peace  and  conciliation  will  be 
?ly  succe.ssful. 

u  will  not  fail  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  mixed  society  inhabiting 
xiltivated  l)orders  of  the  Red  River  and  Assiniboine,  to  the  fact 
I  comes  within  your  daily  knowledge  and  observation,  and  is  patent 

the  world,  that  in  the  four  provinces  of  this  Dominion,  men  of  all 
^8,  creeds  and  complexions  stand  u{>on  one  broad  footing  of  perfect 
ity  in  the  eye  of  the  government  and  the  law  ;  and  that  no  admin- 
ion  could  c<mfn)nt  the  enlightened  public  sentiment  of  this  country 
"i  attempted  to  act  in  the  North- West  u\Km  principles  more  re- 
*id  and  less  libenil  than  those  which  are  firmly  established  here. 

far  as  you  may  have  intercourse  with  the  Indiui  chiefs  and  people, 
^i'ill  be  good  enough  to  remind  them  that  while  bloody  and  costly 
^»i  wars  have  raged  often  for  long  periods  in  different  sections  of 
^"niteil  States,  there  has  been  no  war  with  the  Indians  in  any  of 
^lovinces  of  British  America  since  the  concpiest.  For  more  than  a 
*Ty  the  Micmacs  of  Nova  Scotia  have  lived  in  peace  ;  while  the  rights 
'«  Milicetes  i>f  New  Brunswick  have  been  respected.  Everj'where 
i^ii  the  Canadas,  the  progress  of  settlement,  while  it  furnished  new 
^>yments  to  the  Indians,  was  rendered  practicable  by  treaties  and 
^geiuentA  mutually  satisfactory,  that  have  fi>rmed  the  secure  basis  of 
sympathy  and  co-o|>eratit)n  which  have  distinguished  the  Canadians 
Indians,  not  only  since  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  but  from  the  earliest  ex- 
ition  of  the  country. 

inay  fairly  be  assumeii  that  the  just  and  judicious  treatment  of  the 
^n  tribes  forms  the  brightest  page  in  the  history  of  British  America, 
bdians  cannot  afford  to  sully  it  by  any  ungenerous  treatment  of  the 
ins  in  the  North- West.  That  the  disturbances  which  have  taken 
J  at  and  around  Winnipeg  and  Fort  Garry,  have  grown  out  of  vague 
vhensionB  of  danger  incident  to  the  transitory  state  of  things,  which 
Motion  of  the  Imperial  Govern nnent  and  Parliament  rendered  inevitable 
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thenunoNMontodcnbt :  bat  it  u  quits  apiMnBt  that,  wtoliiif  bt 
ia  naCnrml  wtd  pardonable  in  tbis  moTemuit,  there  hsTs  bMB  t^naait 
work,  which  lojul  subjects  oiuiot  ooauMtuoea.  and  that  arthl  Mmfa 
hare  been  made  to  mislead  the  people  hj  the  moat  fl^iaiit  mai  iliHi 

miirepreaentatioDs.     Had  the  Qaeeo  s  GoTemmml  or  the  H ■nil  d 

the  Dominion  imitated  the  nah  and  reddeaa  condnet  of  atMueofthoMite 
Jtava  taken  put  in  this  diaturfaance,  then  would  ere  thia  have  been  UnI- 
.ahed  and  dvil  war  in  Rnpeit'e  I^nd,  with  the  proepeet  of  the  hm 
spreading  ahiDg  the  frontier  aa  the  fire  spreads  o*er  the  prairie.  F«tlB- 
Atelf  oalmw  cwuisela  have  [M'evailed  botb  in  EngUnd  and  at  OIIM&  tti 
I^odamation  of  the  Queen's  repreaeutative,*  with  oopiee  of  ehiih  jtt 
vill  be  fnmiahed  in  French  and  EugUah,  will  eunt^jr  to  Her  peofda.  Dm 
aolemn  worda  uf  their  Sovereign,  who,  poeraaaed  of  ample  power  to  enfbni 
Her  anUrarity,  yet  confided  in  their  loyally  and  aOeetionate  attadmmt  to 
HertiinNM. 

The  inatnietinns  iaaued  to  IHr.  HcDoogall,  on  the  S8th  September,  kaf 
before  there  waa  any  reason  to  ap)H«hend  aerioua  opposition  on  tba  Bel 
Hirer,  will  abow  how  utterly  groundleaa  were  the  SBBpician*  and  amrt- 
hcnnione  of  unfair  treatment  which  have  been  widely  circulated  in  thi 
North- West .  and  to  which  unfortiiiiiLtely  Huuie  of  the  Canadian  newspapen. 
for  partj  |>uri>useH.  at  times  gnve  the  miHchievoui  color  iif  their autbiffi^. 

You  will  perceive  thnt  Ht  iin  time  waa  the  alwurd  idea  entertained  li 
^uuring  the  munici|>al  and  political  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Nofth- 
West,  that  the  only  two  pcmons  that  Mr.  McOougsll  waa  formerlj  ib' 
atructcd  to  call  to  his  aid,  were  Governor  Mactaviuh  and  Judge  BUcfc.wbi 
were  known  to  be  univemntly  respected,  aud  that  any  subaei|uent  telic- 
tiuns  were  to  hj  first  re|iorted  here,  with  grounds  of  his  belief  that  tbej 
ntuod  equally  high  in  the  confidence  and  nfibctiona  of  the  |)eople. 

All  the  Provinces  of  the  British  Empire  which  now  enjoy  repreeeD 
(atlve  institutions  and  rvK|Hinsible  gi>vemment,  haie  passed  thtuogba 
probiitinnary  [leriixl.  till  the  growth  of  the  population  and  some  politicil 
training  [irejuiruil  theiu  for  Dclf-govemment. 

In  the  Tiiited  States,  the  territories  are  ruled  from  Washington,  tQt 
the  time  arrives  when  they  can  prove  their  fitness  to  be  included  in  the 
family  of  ^tattH.  and,  ii)  the  halls  of  Congress,  challenge  the  full  mianii* 
of  power  and  free  development  which  American  citizenship  includea 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  some  such  training  as  human  society  requires  is 
all  free  countries,  may  be  useful,  if  not  indispensable,  at  Rod  River ;  bat 
of  this,  you  may  be  assured,  that  the  Governor -General  and  his  cooacil 
will  gladly  welcome  the  period  when  the  Queen  can  confer,  with  their  en- 
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tire  approbation,  the  largest  measure  of  Belf-govemment  on  her  subjects 
in  that  region,  compatible  with  the  preservation  of  British  interests  on 
this  continent,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  make  more  than  a  passing  reference  to  the 
acts  of  foUy  and  indiscretion  attributed  to  persons  who  have  assumed  to 
represent  the  Dominion  and  to  speak  in  its  name,  but  who  have  acted  on 
their  own  responsibility  and  without  the  knowledge  or  the  sanction  of 
this  Government. 

In  undertaking,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  po  long  a  journey  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  you  display,  venerable  sir,  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which  I  am 
commanded  to  assure  you,  is  fully  appreciated  by  the  Queen's  Representa- 
tive and  by  the  Privy  Council 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Howe, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  following  was  included  in  a  letter  sent  by  Hon.  Jos. 
Howe,  on  7th  December,  to  Mr.  McDougall,  but  received  by 
him  after  he  had  left  Pembina,  and  was,  therefore,  not  made 
public  at  Red  River  until  the  20th  January  following,  when 
Mr.  Donald  A,  Smith,  at  a  mass  meeting  in  Fort  Garry,  read 
from  a  copy  of  the  letter  with  which  he  had  been  furnished: — 

"  You  will  now  be  in  a  position,  in  your  communications 
with  the  residents  of  the  North-West,  to  assure  them : 

1.  That  all  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  and  privileges 
will  be  sacredly  respected. 

2.  That  all  their  properties,  rights  and  equities  of  every 
kind,  as  enjoyed  under  the  government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  will  be  continued  to  them. 

3.  That  in  granting  titles  to  land  now  occupied  by  the 
settlers,  the  most  liberal  policy  will  be  pursued. 

4.  That  the  present  tariff  of  customs  duties  will  be  contin- 
ued for  two  years  from  the  1st  January  next,  except  in  the 
case  of  spirituous  liquors,  as  specified  in  the  order-in-council 
above  alluded  to. 
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S.  That  in  foruiiny  your  council  the  (lovemor-Oenerxl  "fill 
see  thiit  not  only  the  HuiIhou's  Buy  Ojinjiiiiiy  hut  the  otli« 
dastH-n  of  the  residents  are  fully  and  fairly  rejircsented. 

.  6.  That  your  council  will  have  the  power  of  establishing 
iniuiiel{>al  aelf-governuient  at  once,  and  in  such  mauni-T  H 
the^  tiiiuk  most  beneficial  to  Uie  countty. 

7.  That  the  country  will  be  governed,  as  in  the  paei.  fjf 
British  law,  and  aecoi-ding  to  the  spirit  of  British  justice. 

S.  That  the  present  government  iti  to  be  considered  as  nifTe* 
ly  provisionnl  and  temporary,  and  that  the  Goverameul  fi. 
CuiH'ln  will  \x:  prepared  to  submit  a  tiiuO-sure  to  parliament) 
granting  a  li)>oral  coustitutJou,  so  soou  as  you,  as  Govenuffi 
md  your  council,  have  had  an  opportunity  of  reporting  ful^ 
on  the  wants  and  rcf^uirements  of  the  territory. 

You  had,  of  course,  instructions  on  all  the  above-mentioned 
points,  excepting  as  regartls  the  tariff,  before  you  left  Ottawa, 
but  it  has  been  thought  well  that  I  should  repeat  them  to  yon 
in  this  authoritative  form." 

But  it  will  be  observed  that  the  intentions  of  the  Canadian 
Government  were  never  made  known  to  the  people  of  the 
settlement  by  Mr.  McDoiigall,  or  anybody  else  in  his  behalf, 
and  now  that  he  had  taken  )iis  departure,  the  commissioneis 
sent  by  the  Dominion  had  neither  instructions  nor  authority 
to  make  known  the  purpose  of  Canada,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed change  of  government,  Bnt,  on  the  27th  December. 
1869,  a  gentleman  arrived  in  the  settlement,  who  was  not  only 
vested  with  authority  to  act,  but  who  also,  by  his  experience, 
ability  and  cool  jndgineiit,  underetood  how  to  bring  matters 
properly  before  the  people,  and  his  important  mission  to  ■ 
successful  issue. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
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On  the  27th  December,  1869,  Mr.  Donald  A.  Smith,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Hardisty,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ser- 
vice,  arrived  quietly  at  Foi*t  Garry,  and  before  being  admitted, 
were  met  by  Riel,  who  demanded  their  business.  Mr.  Smith 
thereupon  stated  that  he  was  connected  with  the  company, 
but  held  a  commission  from  the  Canadian  Government,  which 
he  would  present,  with  other  documents,  at  the  proper  time, 
and  on  this  he  and  his  companion  were  allowed  to  visit  Gov- 
ernor Mactavish.  Riel,  however,  was  not  then  informed  tha 
Mr.  Smith  was  clothed  with  authority  of  an  exceptional  cha 
raeter,  or  that  the  documents  with  which  he  had  been  en- 
trusted, and  which  he  had  left  behind  him  at  Pembina  for  safe 
keeping,  were  very  important  indeed.  Indeed,  the  true  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Smith's  mission  did  not  become  publicly  known 
for  some  time  afterwards,  while  plans  were  maturing  to  en- 
sure its  success. 

It  may  be  well  then  to  know  how  Mr.  Smith  came  to  pay 
a  visit  to  Red  River  at  such  an  inclement  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  nature  of  the  business  he  had  in  hand. 

On  the  10th  December,  while  in  Montreal,  he  received  the 
following  letter,  appointing  him  a  Special  Commissioner  to 
proceed  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  where,  after  enquir- 
ing into  the  causes  of  the  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  ex- 
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itting  atoong  the  people,  be  wae  empowered  to  act  accoriiiig 
to  tiie  best  of  his  judfrnieDt  in  bringing  about  a  solution  of 
tlie  di^culties : — 

■  "  OFflCE  OF  THE  SbCRETART  OF  STaTI 

"  FOR  THE  Provinces. 
"Ottawa.  December  10th,  I86!t. 

"DosALD  A-  Smith.  Eb«i., 

"  MmtirtuL 

"Sib. — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  yon  SpecJd 
GoniiniBsioner,  to  intjuire  into  and  report  upon  the  causes  ana 
extmt  of  the  armed  obstruction  offered  at  the  Red  River,  k 
<he  North-West  Territorie*i.  to  the  peacefnl  inj^ress  of  ll»' 
Hon.  Wm.  McDougall,  the  gentleman  selected  to  be  the  Ii«i- 
tenant-Govemor  of  that  country  on  its  union  with  Canada. 

"  Also,  to  enquire  into  and  report  uptm  Uie  causes  of  the 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction  at  the  proposed  change  thkt 
DOW  exists  there. 

"  Also,  to  explain  to  the  inhabitants  the  principles  an  whid 
the  Government  of  Canada  intends  to  govern  ih^  country,  and 
to  remove  any  misapprehension  that  may  exist  on  ihe  subject. 
And  also  to  take  such  steps,  in  concert  with  Hr.  HcDongall 
and  Governor  Mactavish,  aa  may  seem  most  proper  for  effect- 
■ng  the  peaceable  transfer  of  the  country  and  the  government 
from  the  Hudson's  Bay  authorities  to  the  Government  of  the 
Dominion.  You  will  consider  this  communication  as  your 
letter  of  appointment  as  Government  CcHnmissioDer. 

"  With  this  letter  you  will  receive : 

"  A  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions  given  to  Mr,  McDou- 
gall on  leaving  Ottawa,  dated  28th  September  last ; 
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►py  of  further  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  McDougall, 

7th  instant ; 

•py  of  the  Proclamation  issued  by  His  Excellency  the 

aor-General,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- 

Perritories,  by  the  express  desire  of  Her  Majesty. 

ese  will  enable  you  to  speak  authoritatively  on  the  sub- 

your  mission. 

u  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Pembina,  and  ar- 
with  Mr.  McDougall  as  to  your  future  course  of  action  ; 
en  go  on  to  Fort  Garry,  and  take  such  steps  as,  after 
onsultation,  may  seem  most  expedient.      You  will,  of 

consult  Governor  Mactavish,  and  endeavor  to  arrange 
item  of  concerted  action  in  the  pacification  of  the  coun- 
ith  Mr.  McDougall,  the  Hudson's  Bay  authorities,  and 
If. 

the  information  received  by  the  Government  here  is 
krily  imperfect,  and  as  the  circumstances  at  the  Red 
ire  continually  changing,  it  is  not  considered  expedient 
iper  you  with  more  specific  instructions.  You  will, 
>re,  act  according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  in  con- 
ith  Mr.  McDougall,  and  you  will  keep  me  fully  in- 
[  by  every  mail  of  the  progress  of  events, 
addition  to  the  more  immediate  object  of  your  mission, 
3  requested  to  report  on  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with 
lian  Tribes  in  the  country,  and  generally  to  make  such 
tions  as  may  occur  to  you  as  to  the  requirements  of  the 
y  for  the  future.  W 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

"  Joseph  Howe, 

"  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ProvinceaJ* 
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Mr,  DoiihIiI  A.  Smith  was  tlieii  furaislieci  with  other  ilnra- 
I  meiits  beartug  upon  hi«  nnasion.  And  at  utice  Ic-f t  for  Fort  ihm\ 
iviiig  there,  afi  we  have  seen,  on  the  27(Ii  December.  t)n 
Ireftching  the  Iwnndwy  line,  he.  however,  touk  th*?  prwauticm 
K'io  ("--avt'  his  papere  in  charge  of  Mr.  Provenchcr.  nt  Pcinbiim,M 
Ihe  suspectwl  that  Kiel  would  endeavor  to  tskt-  poswwioii  of 
Jieni.  sliould  tliey  be  found  with  him.  on  his  arrival  in  tin 
^■^Bttlemeiit.  This,  as  it  snlseqaeutly  transpuwl.  was  a  wi* 
JTorethought  on  the  part  of  the  Conimiasioner.  and  enabled  liim 
I  clieck-niate  Uie]  in  an  attempt  to  discredit  him  hefurv  ^ 

For  nearly  two  months,  (."ommissioner  Smith  remaine'l  in 
Fort  G&rry,  practically  n  prisoner,  hut  during  nil  this  ttui<;  lu^ 
was  by  no  means  idle,  as  Hiel  soon  discovei-ed  to  his  cost  Ht 
allowed  no  opjjortuiiity  to  slip  to  impress  upon  leading  men 
on  both  the  French  and  English  sides,  the  liberal  intentions  of 
the  CftnaJian  government,  and  his  influence  bugan  to  shew 
itself,  more  especially  among  j«jme  of  Riel'B  principal  followers 

It  was  reported  about  this  time,  that  offers  of  assistance  had 
been  offered  to  Riel,  by  parties  in  the  United  States,  and  also, 
that  overtures  had  come  from  Canada  to  settle  the  difficulty 
with  him,  for  a  pecuniary  consideration.  There  is  reason  to 
think  that  the  first  rumor  was  correct,  although  the  offers  did 
not  come  from  any  official  source,  but,  as  to  the  latter,  there 
was  no  semblance  of  truth  in  it.  The  Americans,  inside  and 
outside  the  settlement,  were  at  this  time  close  in  the  coundls 
of  the  French,  and  chief  among  them  was  the  man  Stutsman, 
to  whom  we  have  ali-eady  referred.  The  very  day  on  whidi 
Commissioner  Smith  arrived,  the  following  letter,  enclosed 
open  in  a  newspaper,  and   addressed  to   Riel,  was   intercep- 
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Pkmbina,   Dec.  2r)th,    IHlil). 

Dear  OENKRAii — I  wish  you  and  your  friends  a  happy  Christmas.     I 

herewith  send  you  a  St.  Paul  |)aper,  containing  a  conununication  from 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  this  place.     Tuesday's  mail  will  bring  us  St.  Paul  jMipers 

Containing  matters  of  interest  on  Red  River  afiairs.     I  have  not  seen  Col. 

iXj  Salaberry  yet.     Dr.  Tupper  called  on  me  a  few  moments  since.     He 

came  to  take  home  his  daughter,  who  is  the  wife  t)f  Captain  Cameron. 

1^.  Tupper  is  a  meml^er  of  the  Dominion  Parliament,  from  Nova  Scotia. 

If  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  confer  with  the  Canadian  Conunissioners, 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  that  such  conference  should  take  place  on  this 

frontier  1     I  am  afraid  that  if  De  Salaberry  and  Father  Thibault  (who  I 

Hee  by  recent  Canadian  (wiperH,  is  just  as  much  of  a  Commissioner  as  Col. 

De  Salaberry)  are  permitted  to  have  free  communication  with  your  people 

they  will  give  you  trouble.     Inasmuch  as  Father  Thibault  comes  in  an 

4>tticiiil  capacity,  he  should  be  regarded  as  an  oiiicial,  and  not  as  a  minister 

of  Christ.     If  he,  being  an  ofticial  agent  of  the  Canadian  government,  l)e 

admitted,  why  reject  McDougall  or  De  Salaberry  / 

Regards  to  friend  Donohue. 

Ever  yours, 

Stutsman. 

The  paper  referred  to  was  the  St.  Paul  PresSy  of  I7th  De- 
cember, 1869,  and  this  newspaper,  each  week,  contained  false 
and  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  doings  at  Red  River,  written 
purposely  by  Stutsman  and  others  of  Riel's  American  sym- 
pathizers. 

On  the  9th  January,  a  number  of  prisoners  escaped  in  the 
ni^t,  through  a  window  of  the  court-house,  but,  as  the 
weather  was  cold,  they  were  unable  to  travel  fast  and  some  of 
them  were  re-captured  by  a  guard  sent  after  them,  as  soon  as 
their  absence  was  discovered.  Riel,  previous  to  this,  had  re- 
leased a  few  of  the  men,  but  there  were  still  about  sixty 
remaining  in  confinement  at  Fort  Garry. 

On  the  8th  January,  the  following  orders  were  printed  at 
the  office  of  the  New  Nation,  and  circulated  : — 


Obdiw 

lb  PMpb  'il  Rupert's  Land  are  nutified  lif  the«e  pr««eiiu  :— 

1%it  akkaneatinij  <•(  the  Representatives  of  ihe  Peu^ile,  heU  it  Furl 
QmI7,  en  the  £7tli  il";  of  December,  1S69.  the  fcJlowing  restilutnuu  ■«» 
■doptod  :— 

liL— Ht.  Jnhn  Bruce  having,  im  luxount  of  ill  health,  remKH'^  ^i* 
pontioil  U  president.  Mr.  Louis  Rial  was  choaeu  to  rvplace  hini. 

^Rm  imw  preAideiit  tiikie  this  opportuDitj.  in  eon  junction  with  Ibo  K^ 
«if  the  People,  to  express  their  htgh  senne  of  tbe  qiwtiuo 
iguish  the  ex-president.  Amung;  otherK.  hix  inoilcft)'.  ll" 
icin  of  his  charscter,  and  thu  juetaeaa  »f  hi*  jiuigniBit. 
ncMqiHUUeB,  wliit^h  were  of  such  gnwt  anHiatance  to  the  people,  iarr" 
pabyi  IMOfnitioo,  and  the  Repreeentalivea  accepted  his  resignation  <4il; 
te  Hm  hopa  therob;  to  preserve  the  health  of  one  dear  to  them. 

ftld.-^Hr  Francis  Xavier  Dauphinais  has  been  chueen  ViW'Piai- 
danfc 

9ti.  —lb.  Lriuis  Schmidt  has  been  a|i|Kiint«d  Sneretaiy  uI  th«  n>unril 

4th, — Hr.  W.  B.  O'Dnnohuo  hiu>  been  npjxiint«d  SecreiAty-TrBawim. 

6th, — Mr.  Ambroise  Lepine  hits  been  np[>uint«d  AdjutAnlr-UvDctaL 

6th.-  It  has  been  decided   that  Mr.  A.  Or.   B.   Bannatyne  sh..uW  In     ' 
continued  in  his  [HiBitiun  n»  Postmaster. 

7th.— All  Uji'  uOiu-LTi  iir  cujfJuji-H  uf  the  'Ad  goveriiiiidiit  win.-  migH 
pretend  to  exercise  that  old  authority  ahall  be  puniahed  for  high  tiLMca 

8th  — Juotice  shall  be  administered  bj  the  Adjulant-Geitersl,  wiam 
council  shall  be  composed  of  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  BannatTiie.  F.  X.  Daufdiinii 
and  Pierre  Poitras.  This  council  will  sit  on  the  first  and  third  M<ndq 
of  each  month 

9th  — All  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  Uqnon  must  be  gir* 
hf  the  Adjutant'B  council,  and  all  those  who  took  this  kind  of  bcoiM  (• 
the  1st  December  lust,  must  have  them  renewed  by  the  said  oooDdL 

In  publishing  these  orders  the  Preddent  and  RepraaentatiTSB  of  tht 
People,  anxious  to  draw  upon  the  exercise  of  Iheir  authority  the  bliMif 
of  Heaven  and  the  appntbation  of  all,  announce  to  the  people  of  Rupcrt'a 
Land  that  thej  have  pardoned  twelve  political  prisoners,  diewing  tlan- 
by  that  clemency  and  forgiveness  are  as  familiar  to  them  as  aeverity. 
Louis  Ribl,  PreiiJaU. 
Locia  Schmidt,  Stcrttarf. 

Mr.  Baiinatyne  conseoted  to  join  Kiel's  council  on  Uie  nn- 
derstauding  that  a  unioii  of  the  whole  settlemeat  would  tske 
place  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  Canada,  and  tirna  &  <fe- 
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^iiv  to  do  ^o{)(\,  and  keej)  in  check  the  French  party,  but  the 
publication  of  the  orders  was,  it  appeai-s,  not  authorized,  and 
all  copies  possible  to  be  obtained  were  called  in  and  destroyed. 
Matters  were  not  ^ing  altogether  smoothly  in  the  ranks  of  the 
French  about  this  time,  and  jealousy  and  distrust  were  known 
to  exist  among  the  leaders.    W.  B.  0*Donohue  was  caught  tam- 
pering with  Kiel's  letters,  and  efforts  were  made  to  secure  ap- 
pointments in  the  government  for  Americans,  which  so  dis- 
gusted several  of  the  French  councillors  that  they  threatened 
to  withdraw.    This  had  the  effect  of  checking  W.  B.  O'Donohue 
^'ho  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  council  in  favor  of  annexa- 
tion, and  Stutsman,  who  had  come  to  take  up  his  i*esidence  in 
the  settlement,  returned  to  Pembina  in  disgust,  while  Oscar 
Malmoras,  the  United  States  consul,  who  had,  it  appears,  \)een 
mixing  himself  up  in  the  affairs  of  the  country  more  than  his 
official  position  warranted,  became  aware  that  his  efforts  were 
being  thrown  away. 

Affairs  were  in  this  condition,  when,  on  the  15th  January, 
Kiel  demanded  again  from  Commissioner  Smith  to  see  his 
papers,  who  replied  that  they  were  not  in  his  possession.  Kiel 
then  proposed  sending  for  them,  and  demanded  an  onler  for 
their  delivery,  which  was  decidedly  refused,  but  on  Mr. 
Smith's  being  assured  that  the  documents  would  not  be  inter- 
fered with,  he  at  last  consented  to  send  a  messenger  (Mr. 
Hardisty)  for  them.  Kiel,  however,  despatched  one  of  his 
^ards  with  Hardisty,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  seize  the  papei's 
before  they  reached  the  Commissioner's  hands,  but  cei-tjiin 
prominent  individuals  among  the  French,  who  were  not  alto- 
gether satisfied  with  Kiel's  doings,  heard  about  this,  and  on 
having  an  interview  with  Governor  Mactavish,  with  whom 
Mr.  Smith  was  in  communication,  a  suspicion  arose  that  every- 
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thing  was  not  all  right,  and  a  small  party  of  French  and  Eng- 
lish st^ttlei-s  set  off  towanls  Pembina  to  intercept  Mr.  Hardisty 
and  his  guard,  and  so  quietly  and  quickly  was  this  done,  that 
no  one  in  the  fort,  except  the  Commissioner  and  Governor 
ilactavish,  was  aware  of  what  had  taken  place.  About  this 
time,  however,  when  Mr.  Smith's  messenger  was  exi)ecte<l  to 
return,  Riel  went  out  to  meet  him,  and,  at  the  house  of  one 
Lateucaii  Dauphinais,  he  found  his  guaixl  a  prisoner  in  the 
hands  of  a  party  of  men,  and  Hardisty  being  conducted  i«ack 
to  Fort  Garry  with  the  papers  all  safe.  Riel,  on  perceiviu;: 
this,  attempted  to  interfere,  but  a  French  half-breed  named 
PieiTe  Laveiller,  placing  a  loaded  pistol  to  his  head,  thi-eattned 
to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  did  not  fall  into  line  with  the  rest 
of  the  men.  The  whole  party,  now  numbering  between  sixty 
ami  .st'vmtv.  iratheivd  from  t]i«_*  surroiindiiiir  .st-ttlt-nirnt  in 
s\ni]»athv  witli  the  Uiuvenient,  then  drovt*  on  to  K<»rt  (lanv. 
and  thr  pa])tMs  wen*  saf»dy  dtdivered  into  the  hands  of  tliv 
( 'oiiimis^ioner. 

Wr  will  now  r*Arv  our  ivaders  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Smith, 
which  is  ])ul)lislRMl  in  Chapter  xxxi..  for  a  full  account  "t 
what  t<H»k  ])lacc  iuinicJiately  after  the  delivery  of  the  pa]M.'r<. 
and  ])roctMMl  in  describe  the  subsequent  events. 

.lud;^^'  lUack,  who  was  present  when  the  papei-s  arrivt^l. 
nprned  tlieui  wliile  ( 'onniiissiouer  Smith  was  having  an  inter- 
\  irw  with  Kiel,  and  it  was  then  deci<led  by  the  party  who  ha<l 
etiV'Cted  th«'  i-escue,  that  a  public  meeting  should  be  heM  the 
ft>llowin;^-  <lay  to  h»'ar  them  read.  Messengei's  were  at  oiicv 
dis])atclie«l  to  call  the  settlers  together,  and  on  the  U'th 
.lanuary.  bSTO,  fully  one  thousand  persons  as.sembled  in  the 
court-yard  of  tli<'  fort,  representing  all  classes  of  the  conmiuii- 
itv.    'riii>  wa^  a  great  triumph  for  the  Commissioner,  and  Wfis 
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relatinj^r  to  the  administration  of  the  law,  we  may  say  that  the- 
process,  though  well  adapted  for  purposes  of  fair  arbitration 
in  simple  cases,  was  liable  to  abuse,  owing  to  its  summary 
character,  and  absence  of  preliminary  and  other  necessary 
arrangements  customary  with  regular  courts  of  law.  The 
agitation  against  the  authorities  and  against  the  courts  pro- 
ceeded, as  already  shown,  not  so  much  from  natives  of  the 
colony  aa  from  new  comers,  and  a  few  others  who  had  an 
object  in  wishing  to  upset  the  government  of  the  day. 

The  cultivated  portions  of  the  farms  along  the  rivers  were 
small,  but  immediately  back  of  them  could  be  seen  great  herds 
of  domestic  cattle,  feeding  on  the  plains,  unherded  and  left  to 
roam  at  will,  grazing  freely  on  the  rich  grass  of  the  prairie. 
Just  before  the  harvest  it  was  customary  for  the  settlers  to  go 
"  hay  cutting,"  which  they  did  by  travelling  over  the  prairie 
until  they  came  to  a  desirable  spot,  when  they  would  cut  in  a 
circle,  and  all  the  grass  thus  enclosed  belonged  to  the  party 
hay-making,  no  one,  by  the  acknowledged  law  of  the  land, 
being  allowed  to  disturb  him  within  that  charmed  circle. 
Then  a  busy  scene  commenced,  the  mowers  (for  the  settlers 
had  learned  already  to  make  use  of  agricultural  machinery) 
were  kept  busy,  and  men,  women  and  children  might  be  seen 
actively  engaged  in  stacking  the  hay.  During  hay  time  the 
people  lived  in  tents  on  the  hay  ground,  and  only  returned  to 
their  houses  when  the  work  was  finished. 

Almost  immediately  after  haying,  harvesting  commenced, 
and  any  one,  to  have  looked  at  the  splendid  fields  of  wheat, 
would  have  been  impressed  with  the  great  fertility  of  the  soil. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  settler  away  from  the  river,  the  line 
of  settlement  skirting  the  river  with  tidy  fann  houses,  com- 
fortable bams  and  well-fenced  fields  of  waving,  golden  grain ^ 
like  a  beautiful  fringe  to  the  great  fertile  prairies  l)eyond. 
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Urn  pM|ik  ntny  ml;  upon  It  that  respect  and  t««tectiini  witl  Im  tnnd' 

«d  to  the  dUbirent  religjoiu  jwrsuiuiuiw — tbat  litlet  lu  etet;  dc9uniitii«  li 

jMupMlj  win  he  perfectlj-  giiarded,  and  that  ali  the  [nuii^iaa  which  U<t 

^■ted,  or  which  the  |>eop]e  mny  prove  tbenuelre*  qtialified  to  aerait, 

.    ikall  ht  dnlr  ontiimod  or  liberallj  eonltmml. 

Ill  dMiaring  the  desire  mul  detenninatiifn  of  I]«r  Hajotjr'i  CihuM. 
you  m^  T»y  safe)]-  iwe  the  tonus  i>f  the  ancient  funuiUa,  tW  "'  Bj^ 
^■llbadoaa  in  hII<:>»vs." 

WUiag  ^u  A  pnj«)>eroua  jouniEf ,  mid  aII  SHocesa  tn  joiu  mMHiV  J 
p— ceMidg(h-d  will. 

1  remain  faithfully  juim, 

■Jobs  Yiicsii. 

'Hie  ConiiiiiH,sii>ti(-r  now  demanded  the  production  of  certlin 
docmnflnta  w)iicli  liad  been  entrustett  to  Grand  Vicar 'HiilMiilt. 
and  acosed  fn>iu  that  gentleman  by  Kiel's  orders,  am]  this  ^n 
riae  to  a  good  difal  of  confusion,  during  which  abusive  mi 
even  threat  i-uiuj,'  lau^iiii^e.  was  iiiadf  use  of  toward  ilr.  Siuilb 
But  he  remained  Arm,  and  was  supported  by  several  of  Uk 
most  influential  residents,  and  by  the  majority  of  the  p«^ 
present.  The  documents  were  then  produced,  being  foond  in 
the  desk  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Provisional  Government,  md 
in  the  meantime  Mr.  Smith  read  the  Queen's  message. 

It  was  dated  November  26th,  and  had  been  sent  in  the  fwn 
of  a  telegram  from  Earl  Granville  to  Sir  John  Young, » 
follows : 

"  The  Queen  has  heard  with  surprise  and  r^;ret,  that  certain 
misguided  persons  have  banded  together  to  oppose,  by  font, 
the  entry  of  the  future  Lieutenant-Governor  into  our  territmr 
in  Red  River.  Her  Majesty  does  not  distrust  the  loyalty  <f 
her  subjects  in  that  settlement,  and  can  only  ascribe  to  mi*' 
understanding  or  misrepresentation  their  o[^XKdtioD  to  * 
change  planned  for  their  advantage. 

"  She  relies  on  j'our  Government  to  use  every  effort  to  «' 
plain  whatever  misunderstandings  may  have  arisen — to  asco- 
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tain  their  wants,  and  conciliate  tlie  good  will  of  the  people  of 
Red  River  Settlement.  But  in  the  meantime,  she  authorizes 
you  to  signify  to  them  the  sorrow  and  displeasure  with  which 
she  views  the  unreasonable  and  lawless  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place,  and  her  expectation,  that  if  any  parties  have 
desires  to  express,  or  complaints  to  make  respecting  their  con- 
dition and  pi-ospects,  they  will  address  themselves  to  the  Gov- 
ernor-General of  Canada. 

"  The  Queen  expects  from  her  representative  that  as  he  will 
be  always  ready  to  receive  well-founded  grievances,  so  will  he 
exercise  all  the  pow^*  and  authority  she  entrusted  to  him  in 
the  support  of  order  and  the  suppression  of  unlawful  distur- 
bances." 

It  was  then  decided  to  adjourn  the  meeting  till  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  on  this  a  settler  named  John  Burke  made  a  de- 
mand for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  but  Riel  replied,  "  Not 
just  now !  '  whereupon  there  were  cries  of  "Yes  !  Yes !"  and  on 
this  a  number  of  the  French  flew  to  their  arms,  and  some  con- 
fusion ensued,  which  fortunately  soon  subsided,  and  the  assem- 
blage dispersed. 

When  the  people  re-assembled  the  next  day,  on  Judge  Black 
declining  to  act  as  secretary,  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Bannatyne  was 
appointeil  in  his  place,  and  several  settlers  were  selected  to 
keep  onler  in  the  crowd.  Commissioner  Smith  then  came  for- 
ward and  continued  the  reading  of  his  papers,  the  first  one  be- 
ing the  following  letter  from  the  Governor-General  to  Gover- 
nor Mactavish. 

Government  House, 

Ottawa,  December,  Cth,  1S69. 

^.  Mactavish,  E^.,  Governor  of  AHsiniboia. 

8iK — I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  in  my  capacity  a.s  representative 
^  the  Queen  and  Governor-General  of   Her  Majesty's   British  North - 

BB 
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Auerion  poMacHtionii,  «nil  euoliiei^  for  yimr  informal  ion.  a  oopfof  ■)!•»■ 
Mg«  rtwoivvil  fniui  Ekrl  OnuivilJe  in  reply  tu  the  Hcoutuit  whidi  1  kK 
officially  uf  the  evcutH  (joourring  in  Red  Kiver  SettleinivnC.  The  HoBijt 
KmvujH  Xim  mNttim  uiiiiiiun  uf  lliv  Imgierinl  CslnDut.  The  imcUmitira  1 
lutva  issuwl  ie  Iwwd  on  it,  uiid  you  will  obsorvv  tliat  it  nfen  it!  *k> 
likTu  ileHiros  tu  tixproB^,  ur  cunijilnititt  tii  nialce.  to  refer  to  un  w  iut^tJ 
with  nutlixrity  on  bt-lmlt  of  the  Britinh  Govummttiit.  And  tlic  itdulal- 
KOtti  of  Ru[i«it'H  Liuid  of  nil  eltukBDH  nnd  fieraiuutioHa  mhy  tmL  aauuri  ito 
Her  Mnjeaty's  Govemnioiit.  hits  tin  iutoiitioti  of  Int^rfvriiig  with,  ur(riU<( 
■•idu,  or  nllowiug  others  Ut  interfure  with  the  mligicinii.  the  rijthu  iit  ti> 
bHiiL-hiiw  hitherto  eujoyud,  or  tu  which  tliey  mny  prove  thmmcltw  «(|ud 
Make  whnt  line  you  tlimk  bw<t  of  thin  communicAtiou.  atui  ufliivm' 

I  hnre  tht>  lioimr  Ui  W, 

Your  moat  olradient  and  bumble  tervHut, 


i 

^^H  Tlic  Cuuiiiiissiuuur  tlicn  rfinl  i\  copy  of  the  letter  written  hv 
Hon.  .Tosoph  Howi-  to  Mr.  MfDotigall,  on  tht-  7th  December, 
coiitauiing  the  assuratict'S  to  the  people  of  Red  River,  as  quot- 
ed hy  US  iii  the  laut  chapter,  after  which  lie  read  the  letter  o( 
itiHtructiotis  gtveu  to  Mr.  &I«-])oii)a:aII  on  28th  September,  186). 
This  closed  the  readin^r  uf  the  [MiperH  entruuted  to  tJie  Spedid 
Coniuiiesioner,  but  the  Pi-oelamation  of  the  Ooveraor-tlenenl 
having  evidently  been  concealed  or  desti-oyed  was  never  mvk 
piiblic  at  Ked  River,  either  on  tliat  occai^ion  or  afterwards,* 
circumatance  whieli  shews  the  extent  to  whicli  Ri^l  and  hi* 
immediate  followers  would  have  gone  had  they  obtained  poe- 
fiession  of  Mr.  Smith's  papere. 

When  tlie  reading  of  the  several  documents  had  been  fin- 
ished, the  meeting  adjourned  for  half  ui  hour,  and  on  re- 
asseiubhiig  it  was  moved  by  Riel,  seconded  by  Mr,  A.  G.  B. 
Bannatyne,  and  earned,  that  twenty  representatives  from  the 
English  side,  and  twenty  from  the  French,  should  meet  on  Uie 
25th  January  to  conaider  the  subject  of  Mr.  Smith's  commis- 
sion, and  to  decide  what  would  be  best  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 
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As  the  motion  was  beinj(  put,  a  settler  objeete<l  that  the  re- 
solution seemed  to  east  a  doubt  on  ilr.  Smith's  conniiission, 
whereuix)!!  Riel  and  O'Donohue  both  exclaimed  : — "  We  accept 
the  commission  as  genuine,  and  are  merely  to  consider  what  is 
to  be  done  under  it."  A  committee  was  then  appoints!  to 
apportion  the  English  representatives  for  the  different  par- 
ishes in  the  settlement,  and  to  determine  the  mode  of  election, 
aftt^r  which  short  speeches  were  made  by  tlie  Bishop  of 
Ruix?rt's  Liind,  Father  Richot,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  by 
Riel  addi^essing  the  crowd  in  the  following  words: — 

"  Before  this  assembly  breaks  up,  I  cannot  but  express  my 
feelings,  however  briefly — I  came  here  with  fear — We  are  not 
vet  enemies — but  we  came  verv  near  beinir  so.  As  soon  as  we 
understood  each  other  we  joined  in  demanding  what  our  Eng- 
lish fellow  subjects,  in  common  with  us,  believe  to  be  our  just 
rights.  I  am  not  afraid  to  say  our  rights :  for  we  all  have 
rights.  We  claim  no  half  rights,  mind  you,  but  all  the  rights 
we  are  entitled  to.  Those  rights  will  Ix*  set  forth  bv  our  re- 
presentiitives,  and,  what  is  more,  gentlemen,  we  will  get  them." 

Immediately  after  the  meeting,  the  utmost  good  feeling 
prevailed — cheers  were  given  and  caps  thi-own  in  the  air — 
French  and  English  shook  hands,  and,  for  the  fii-st  time  in 
many  months,  a  spirit  of  unity  between  the  two  classes  of 
settlers  appeare<l.  Thus  the  Spwial  (Commissioner  scored  a 
second  triumph  in  uniting  the  people  together  for  the  purpose 
of  conjointly  placing  their  grievances  l>efore  him. 


CHAl'TEK  XXIX- 


TUE  CitXVESTIoX    ANU   lUI.L   (iK   KIUHIX 


'      UK  thf  2l8t  Dijcwuilxjr.  IWdO,  tliu  coiniuittw!  ftpp^iutcJ  » 
|«pportiuii  the  Euglish  rt-prtiHeiitatives,  met  at  the  resitimtf '^ 

F!  Bialiop  uf  Ruj)ort's  Land,  and  made  the  foUowing  allot- 
nt«: — 
Winnipeg  -     -    -     .     i        St  Jtun<»  -    -    -    -    2 
St.  John     -     -     -     -     I  Headingly      -     -     -     2 

Kildouan   -  -     2         St.  Anns    -     -     -     -    i 

8t.  Paula  -  -  -  -  1  St.  Mari^art^te  -  -  1 
St.  Andi-ews  -  •  -  li  St.  Marys  -  -  -  -  | 
St.  Clements  -     -     -     2  — 

St.  Peters  -     -     -     -     2  20 

The  choice  of  delegates  then  <KXMipie<I  the  attention  of  the 
people.  Englisli  and  French,  throughout  the  whole  settlement, 
and  ft  good  deal  of  feeling  was  evinced  by  rival  partit«,  in 
their  effoitK  to  secure  the  election  of  favorit*;  candidates.  In 
Wiiiiii (ieg,  t'(>iJt;eially,  tlicrt  tvae  much  rivalry  between  the 
American  and  British  elements,  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Scott  being  the 
stiindard-beai-er  of  the  former,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Btutnatyne  of 
the  latter.  The  responsible  men  of  the  town  mostly  supported 
Sir.  Bannatyiie,  but  Mr.  Scott  had  the  largest  number  of  votes 
tvnd  was  electetl,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the  residents, 
who  had  the  most  at  stake  in  the  place.  The  New  Jfalion 
continued  to  preach  annexation,  but  the  doctrine  found  no  re- 
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use  in  the  settlement,  and  copies  of  the  paper  were  '*  return- 
to  the  office  of  publication,  in  large  numbei's,  marked 
ised.  It  may  l)e  imagined,  therefore,  that  the  election  of 
reil  H.  Scott,  a  young  man  of  no  responsibility  in  the  com- 
nity,  and  the  mouth-piece  of  the  American  party,  was  not 
y  acceptable  to  the  English-speaking  settlers,  and,  as  it 
led  out,  the  selection  of  this  young  man  was  a  most  unfor- 
ate  blunder. 

rhile  the  English  side  was  busy  in  choosing  their  repre- 
batives,  the  F'rench  were  no  less  actively  employed,  and 
I  spai*ed  no  ettbrt  to  bring  alx)ut  the  election  of  men  favor- 
•  to  him,  in  opposition  to  those  who  had  lieen  instrumental 
)ringing  in  Conunissioner  Smith's  papers,  and  supjx)rting 
gentleman  in  the  stand  he  t<K)k.  Kiel,  however,  was  only 
ly  successful,  as,  after  the  elections,  it  wa,s  found  that  a 
1  sprinkling  of  French  half-l)reeds  wert*  chosen  representa- 
s,  who  were  not  altogether  subservient  to  Kiel's  will, 
s  a  matter  of  record,  it  may  be  well  to  give  the  full  list  of 
ibers  selecttMl  : — 

FHENCH    HEPHESENTATIVES. 


Pierre  Thibert. 
Alex.  Pag^. 
Ma<nius  Birston. 

f'ran co h  Xav le r: — 
Xavier  Pag<?. 
PieiTe  Poitras. 

'harlps : — 

Baptiste  Beauchemin. 


St.  Vital:— 

IjOuih  Kiel. 

Andr&  Beauchemin. 

St.  Norbert  :— 

Pierre  Parranteau. 
Norbert  Caronce. 
B.  Touton. 

Po  inte  Co  upee : — 

Louis  I^uscerte. 
Pierre  Delorme. 
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FRENCH  BEl-BESENTATIVEii. 
St  Bowifutre:—  On/r  Point  -.— 

W.  IJ.  O'Doiiohup,  ThoiriJU*  HarriaoST 

Aiuhmiw  Ijt-jiiiii:.  CliarK's  Nolin. 

Jim.  (lentoii.  Pointe  a  Gronettf:- 

Louih  Si^liiiiiill..  Georfie  KhiUkfl 

KXIiLlSH    HEPHF,SENTATlVf:S. 

5/.  Johfi»  :— 

■J  Ames  Ross. 
HI.  James : — 

Gea  Fiett. 

lUjbcrt  Tiiit, 
fim-liugh,  : 

John  Titylor. 

Wm.  brii^ilale 
SLMur;/*:- 

Kenneth  Mckenzie. 
iS(.  Afargarcts:  — 

Wnt.  Cummings. 
St.  Annes: — 

Geo.  Gunn. 

D.  S.  Spoil  ce. 
Winnij>eg : — 

Alfred  H.  Scott. 


Rev.  H«nn-  Coelimii 
Thos.  SpMice. 

St.  Ghnufnt^  :— 
B  ThoK,  Kiinn 

Ali'x.  McK«nzif 
St.  A  Hdn^wf :  -  - 

Judgf  Black. 

Donald  Gunn,  8enr. 

Alfml  Boyd. 
St.  PauJx:^ 

Dr.  Binl. 
KUdonan  :^ 

John  Fm-sor. 

John  Sutherland. 

On  the  23rd  i)r.  fSchultz  escaped  from  Fort  Garrj-, 
he  was  re])oited  to  haie  ^jone  in  the  direction  of  Low 
Garry.  Riel  sent  a  ]>artyof  liis  men  to  recapture  him,  t 
did  not  !juccee<l  in  finding'  liiin. 

On  the  2.5th,  the  re|)n>seiitativea  of  the  settlei-s  m< 
several  of  the  Frencii  deif;,'fites  had  not  arrived,  th* 


cosvExnoK  Asn  bill  or  Kwims,  +53 

i   thu  above  ffienliuiipd  tlutlCH,   nhiUl  he  met   by  the 

t  th*  burden  of  pubU«  eipeiiM  in  ihU  wrritoty  ia 
lie  eountrj  bo  govenitd  under  >  Lieut*  u«iii4Juveniot 
k  LegiaUture,  three  ineinher»  of  vhom  being  heada  of 
•  gofominent,   mIuUI  be  nuiuinated  by  the  Oofamor- 

tlie  ttxpimtioti  »f  Uiiis  exceptiiinKi  periixL  thi>  connlrj 
a*  tvguil*  i(H  loon]  aSun,  u  tlia  F*nivineeH  of  OnMri" 
It  puTTDwl  bj-  a  Letnabilurr  Ijy  the  pouplc,  and  a  Min- 
b  it  under  a  Ueuteiinnl-fJ-ivemor  a)i)iDiDtHl  by  the 
irfOuwda. 

I  aliaU  be  no  imurTerentie  by  the  IXitniniun  Parliamcat 
af  this  territory,  utlier  than  ie  allowed  tn  the  timt-inMB, 
Dry  sluill  have  and  unjny  in  all  rts^pecta  the  aame  priri- 
ind  akU  in  meeting  the  public  espenaea  i>f  tbia  trrri- 
nea  liave  awl  eitjoy. 

t  the  Ni.nh-WeM  renMiua  a  temli>ry,  thi-  IcgUlalutv 
■  aU  lawa,  lucal  lu  the  territury,  over  the  veti>  i<f  the 

r  by  Btwii-tliirdH  vote. 

M  «nd  pre-enijitioii  law. 

nlio   North-Went    rciuaitiB  a  teiritory,   the   auin   nf 
Vi|irtateil  fur  >cIi<«kU,  niada  ami  brid^iea 
niMic  buthlinK«  be  at  the  eij>eti>e  >>f  th*  Oonii 
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This  ]>ositii)ii  taken  by  the  ComniiBsioner  wns  so  jMljutlily 
correct,  that  Riel  could  not  object  to  it,  and  so  it  was  resolved 
to  forui  B  committee  to  frame  a  list  of  ri^Cs  to  be  submiiud 
to  Mr.  Stuith,  and  the  following  were  the  delegates  ap{)oii>ted 
to  act: 

Freink — Louis  Kiel..  Louis  Hchmidt.  Charles  Nolin. 
I      Enr/lisli — ilatnLii  Russ.  Dr.  Bird,  Thomafl  BuntL 
I       All  these  {loutlemt'ii  wero  natives  of  the  t'ountry. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  permit  the  coiuniitlee  » 
proceed  with  their  labors,  and  did  not  meet  again  iinlil  tim 
2yth,  and  in  the  meantime  Riel  took  it  upon  himself  W  call 
upon  Commissioner  Smith  und  projwund  a  question  wheihff 
the  Dominion  would  be  willing  to  create  the  Red  River  T< 
tory  int<3  a  province,  but  ht-  <tid  not  succeeil  in  obtain uig  wjr 
satisfaction  on  the  sulijeet,  as  will  W  seen  by  reference  to  Mr. 
Smith's  report  contained  in  Chapter  XXXL 

The  connnittee  having  finished  their  report,  the  delegates 
commenced  on  the  2!)th  January,  to  consider  it  clause  ^>' 
clause,  and,  without  going  into  the  details  of  the  debates  th** 
took  place,  we  will  give  the  "  Bill  of  Rights,"  as  prescnteil  »'^'^ 
pa.ssed : 

IhI. — That  ill  >iew  iit  the  present  exceiitioiml  position  of  the  Nnf:''^ 
West,  duties  upon  guixls  imported  iiito  the  country  shAll  continue  n^ 
preseut  (eiceiit  in  the  cane  of  sjiirituous  liquors),  for  three  ye«™,  and 
Buch  further  time  lut  may  etajwe  until  there  l>e  uninterrupted  milroiul «  "^ 
munication  between  Red  River  Settlement  nnd  St.  Paul,  and  alsti  ste^-^^ 
navigation  between  Red  River  Settlement  and  Lake  Superior. 

2nd. — Ah  long  as  this  countrj-  remains  a  territ<'ry  in   the  DoDiinion 
Canada,  there  shall  be  no  direct  taxatiim  except  such  na  may  be  impo^^ 
by  the  IochI  legislature  for  munici;Hil  or  otiier  local  purposea. 

3rd.— Thst  during  the  time  this  country  shall  remain  in  the  position 
a  territory  in  the  Doiuinion  of  Canada,  all  military,  ciril,  and  other  pub^ 
exj>enBes  in  connection  with  the  uenerni  govemnient  i>f  the  countrj- 
that  have  hitherto  been  Imme  by  the  |)ublic  funds  o(  the  aettlemenl,  l--— 
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nd  the  receipt  of  the  above  mentioned  duties,  shall  be  met  by  the 

•minion  of  Canada. 

Ith.— That   while  the  burden  of   public  expense  in  this  territory  i» 

me  by  Canada,  the  country  be  governed  under  a  Lieutenant-Governor 

»in  Canada,  and  a  Legislature,  three  members  of  whom  being  heads  of 

partments  of  the  government,   shall  be  nominated  by  the  Governor- 

Mieral  of  Canada. 

5th. — That  after  the  expiration  of  this  exceptional  period,  the  country 

%\\  he  governed,  as  regards  its  local  affairs,  as  the  Provinces  of  Ontario 

d  Quebec  are  now  governed  by  a  Legislature  by  the  people,  and  a  Min- 

r)'  re8ix>nsible  to  it  under  a  Lieutenant-Governor  appointed  by  the 

>vemor-General  of  Canada. 

6th. — That  there  shall  be  no  interference  by  the  Dominion  Parliament 

the  local  affairs  of  this  territory,  other  than  is  allow^ed  in  the  provinces^ 
id  that  this  territory  shall  have  and  enjoy  in  all  respects  the  same  privi- 
ges,  advantages  and  aids  in  meeting  the  public  expenses  of  this  terri- 
ly,  as  the  provinces  have  and  enjoy. 

7th.— That  while  the  North-West   remains  a  territory,  the  legislature 
kve  a  right  to  pass  all  laws,  local  to  the  territory,  over  the  veto  of  the 
eutenant-Governor  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 
8th  — A  homestead  and  pre-emption  law\ 

^h.— That  while   the   North-West   remains  a  territory,    the   sum   of 
5,000  a  year  be  appropriated  for  sch(»ols,  roads  and  bridges. 
lOth. — That  all  the  public  buildings  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Dominion 
a«ury. 

^Ith.-rThat  there  shall  be  guaranteed  uninterrupted  steam  communica- 
Q  to  Lake  Superior,   within  five  years,  and  also  the  establishment  by 
I  of  a  connection  with  the  American  railway  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the 
^rnatirmal  line, 
^h. — That  the  military  force  required  in  this  country  be  composed  of 

natives  of  the  country,  during  four  years. 
l*he  above  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  16  yeas  to  23  nays,  and  consequently 
Ack  out  of  the  list.) 

2th. — That  the  English  and  French  languages  be  common  in  the  leg- 
t.ure  and  courts,  and  that  all  public  documents  and  Acts  of  the  legisla- 
6  \ye  published  in  both  languages. 

Sth. — Thai  the  Judge  of  the  Su{)reme  Court  spe«»k  the  French  and 
glish  languages. 

'4th. — Tliat  treaties  be  concluded  between  the  Domini(»n  and  the  several 
i^ian  tribes  of  the  country,  as  soon  as  possible, 
-oth. — That,  until  the  population   of  the  country  entitles  us  to  more, 

liave  three  representatives  in  the  Canadian  Parliament ;  one  in  the 
"^ate,  and  two  in  the  Legislative  Assembly. 


J^. 
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Uih.— Thai  sUlhu  [iRi(j«rti««.riglii»aiuliiriri]eguit.  i»»hi(lii'n'i«ij«»X"' 
by  iia.  be  ruii|>acUMl.  m ml  that  thu  tvcugiiitiuti  and  amnMiiMiiL  of  l<*^ 
uutotiM,  uoHiRH  and  )>nvil«guH  )>«   duhIu  nndM'  tlif  cimtitil  >i(  th«  L-"<^ 

ITth.— That  thu  LiK-al  I^Mattuv  of  Uiin  tvmlury  kaTi-  full  »inmir  "^ 
kU  tliv  UiiiU  itiaidv  a  vircuiufereao^  haviit};  r|i|Hn'  Purt  Oarry  an  •  ivoU*- 
Mid  lliat  thv  ntiliiuiof  rlii"  vircuiuforuni-o  \>o  tliv  iiuiubirr  <>(  uilai  th'' 
ikm  Aniericaii  linv  is  diaiiuit  fruiii  Pi'"   tuny. 

IKth  — ThM  evvtj  man  in  lli«  ohi         («xi«|)t  uiiUvUuuhI  ami  uhmuM 

>  )uw  atbtined  tbv  ■;{«  lu     I  yuan,  niiil  iiiv«rjr  Hrtttih  «iliitc< 

a  atntnger  to  thia  ixiiiiittj,  who  ha»  n  »>l«d  ihrvc  ymn  In  LhiK  cuooIt;. 

liouiwhokler.  aliall  liiive  n  n|;lit  Iti  vola  at.  tho  eK>cUi>n  <>f  a  oicn- 

Tr«  ill  th«  kgiaUtiir«  <)f  the  VHiiiIry,  aikI  in  lb*  Diunini'in  Vii 

nnti  every  forvigii  aubjevt,  other  than  a  Britiaii  milijeol.  *hu  li^ 

rvcidtil  the  Mme  leni^   of  ciiue   in    tb»   country,  nud   i*  a  hoiucbcldn, 

kll  have  the  aame  right  to  votu,  nu  cniulitioii   of  hia  tAkiiig  thr  nUb  i>f 

sgianoe,  it  being  uad«rat«o  1  thai  this  article  be  nubipcl  In  anieiutmnn 

«x«lu»iTeIy  by  the  Local  Le^iHkture. 

poTMuit  ui  tlie  i;ii  HJ.UUU  [laid  co  ibe  iiadRuii  a  ii»j  Compaaj,  or  lur  uif 
portion  of  the  pubhc  debt  of  Canada,  as  it  standi  at  the  time  of  our  eut«i- 
ing  the  Confederation  ;  nnd  if  thereafter  we  be  called  upon  to  aittume  out 
share  of  a  lid  public  debt,  we  consent  oidf  on  condition  that  wo  Gnt  U 
allowed  the  amount  for  which  we  shall  be  held  liable. 

As  suon  as  the  tast  article  had  been  catried,  Kiel  propoaed 
that,  at  they  had  fully  discussed  the  terms  upon  which  they 
would  become  a  territory  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the 
delegates  should  now  consider  the  advantage  of  entering  Cod- 
fedoration  as  a  proviuce.  Tliis  question  was  accordingly  fally 
deljated  upon  during  February  4th,  and  resulted  in  the  opiniM 
of  the  convention  being  in  favor  of  becoming  a  territory. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  Commissioner  Smith  should  ^ 
requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  following  day,  wben 
Riel  rase  and  said  that  he  had  still  another  clatise  to  propose, 
namely  :— 

"  That  all  bargains  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for 
the  transfer  of  this  territory  be  considered  null  and  void :  and 
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''^^    5inv  an-jiimviiionts  with   n^t'ert'iiet'    to  t\u'  transfer  of  tliis 
^'^^^^i\try  shall    ho   carricMl    on    only   with   the   people  of   this 

^H\utiv." 

Hxe  next  day  this  proposal  was  discussed,  and,  when  put  in 
*^^^ia  of  a  motion,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  17  yeas  and  22 
^*\Vs.  u]K)n  which  Riel  arose  in  excitement,  exclaiming,  "  Tlie 
'"'vil  bike  it ;  we  must  win.     The  vote  may  go  as  it  likes,  but 
the  measure  must  be  carried."     He  then  abused,  in  very  strong 
lant^uage,  tliree  of  the  French  half-breed  delegates,  Nolin,  Klyne, 
«ikI  Harrison,  who  had  vote<l  against  his  motion,  but  Nolin 
resented  the  attack  vigorously.     "  Let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Riel," 
he  said,  **  that  I  Avas  sent  here  by  my  parish.     I  never  sought 
the  ])osition,  an<l  if,  as  you  say,  I  am  lost  to  public  aftaii*8,  I 
would  be  rather  glad  of  it.     You,  Mr.  Riel,  did  what  you  could 
to  ])i*event  my  coming  here,  and  failed :  and  if  it  suited  my 
puiix>8e  to  come  back  again,  I  would  come  at  tlie  call  of  my 
parish   in  spite  of  you."     The  convention   then   broke  up  in 
some  confusion,  but  not. until  it  was  arranged  that  Commis- 
sioner Smith's  views  on  the  "  List  of  Rights  "  should  be  heard 
the  next  day. 

In  the  meantime  Riel,  who  seemed  to  have  lost  his  head 
over  the  defeat  \\  hich  he  had  suffered  in  the  convention,  went 
in  a  cowardly  maimer  to  the  sick-bed  of  Governor  Macttivish 
an<l  abused  him,  even,  it  is  said,  threatening  to  liave  him  shot 
that  night.  He  then  took  Dr.  Cowan  prisoner,  an< I  confined 
him  with  the  rest  of  the  prisimei'S,  and  l)ehaved  altogether 
like  a  madman.  He  next  t(X)k  Mr.  A.  C.  B.  Hannatvne 
prisoner,  for  having  visited  the  fort  against  his  ordei's,  and 
starttnl  out  to  capture  Chas.  Nolin.  but  the  latter  and  his 
friends  showed  such  a  1h)1(1  front  that  Riel  almndoned  the  at- 
tempt. If  he  had  pei-sisted,  there  is  no  doubt  the  Nolins 
would  have  killed  him. 
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A  ^mnl  waH  then  sent  t<i  capture  the  mailit,  but  iliii  nut 
cced.  anJ  mattt^rs  genitmlly  vrpiv  U-nig  cttrrit^il  tiy  Rid  in  siar/i 
a  high-hauilwl  manuer  that  the  English  'lelefjut^-s  hesit»tW 
for  a  time  atmnt  attcnditi);  the  con%"entioii.  Tbey.  Uowo'tT. 
Iiiialiy  resolved  to  attend.  an«i  on  the  7Ui  Fehruarj',  «l  U 
a.m.,  CluninisKioDer  Stoith.  who  wits  present  by  invitatioD,  n- 
cciveil  the  List  of  Biglite  for  conBiderntion,  one  p.m.  being  the 
lioui- arranged  for  hearing  his  answers,  and  references  to  hi* 
report  will  aitow  the  arbitmi-y  and  ilisconrtnoiis  treatiiK^t  af 
conled  to  hiiii  by  lli«I  whili;  he  was  eiijrn^t)  in  this  ituiH 
inijiortant  work. 

At  one  o'clock,  howe\"r,  tht-  Cotnntiiwioniir  in«t  the  AAt- 
fpitcs,  as  agreed  upon,  aii<l  ad'Iroasi.iJ  tlioni  a»  follows : — 

"  With  regard  to  the  first  article  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the 
convention  has  already  had  a  eonuiiunication  to  the  effect  that 
the  Dominion  Government  had  provideil,  by  Order- in -Council, 
for  the  continuance  of  the  present  tariff'  of  duties  in  the  ter- 
ritory for  at  least  two  years;  and  I  feel  convinced  that  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  recommend  to  Parliament 
such  measurea  as  will  meet  the  \iews  of  the  convention,  as  ex- 
pressed in  this  article. 

As  to  the  second  and  third,  I  believe  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment will  ask  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  convention  and  their  constituents  in  respect  to  these  ar- 
ticles. 

Fourth — The  Canadian  Government  assured  me  of  their  de- 
sire to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  territorj-  in 
respect  to  mattei-s  connected  with  the  composition  of  the  Local 
I^egislature,  and  of  their  intention  to  select  at  least  two-tliirds 
of  the  council  from  among  the  residents.  This  council  would 
have  reportetl  us  to  the  Ix-st  mode  of  proceeding  in  introduc- 
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'^"•^      Xlic  elective  principle,   and  Parliament   would   then  have 

^^^""^i    asked  to  pass  an  Act  on  the  subject,  the  Government 

'^viiig   no   power   to  settle  such  a  matter  without  an  Act. 

^H.ring  this  in  mind,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ^ve  it  as  my  opin- 

^^t^  that  the  Dominion  Government  will  ask  Parliament  to 

pi^vide  a  liberal  f^fovernment  for  the  country  while  it  remains 

^  territory. 

Fifth — I  have  the  most  explicit  assurance  from  the  Cana- 
dian Government  that  such  will  be  the  case. 

Sixth — For  this,  the  Dominion  Government  will  provide  in 
a  liberal  spirit. 

Seventh — This  article  brings  up  some  constitutional  consid- 
erations, with  which  it  would  be  presumption  on  my  part 
were  I  to  deal  summarily,  But  I  will  repeat  most  distinctly 
that  the  Dominion  Govennnent  will  pay  the  utmost  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  the  convention  as  regards  this  and  all  other 
matters  in  connection  with  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  I  have  full  confidence  that  the  decision  arrived  at  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  people. 

Eighth — I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment to  make  known  to  the  people  of  this  settlement  that  all 
property  held  by  residents  in  peaceable  possession  will  be  se- 
cured to  them,  and  that  a  most  liberal  land  policy  in  regard  to 
the  future  settlement  of  the  country  wmII  be  adopted — every 
privilege  in  this  respect  enjoyed  in  Ontario  or  Quebec  being 
extended  to  the  territory. 

Ninth — I  feel  certain  that  an  amount  even  exceeding  that 
here  mentioned  will  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  referred 
to. 

Tenth — I  can  safely  promise  that  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment will  defray  the  cost  of  all  the  public  buildings  required 
for  the  general  business  of  the  territory. 
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—I  do  not  liesitut«'  tu  ^\>^   this 
works  OoLaki-  Superior  rout*,  whicli  have  been  {iro|rr(v«E««; 
■ctlTely  Mnce  tlic  early  part  of  last  summer,  will  (l<nilitli!«»  &< 
econpteted  much  within  the  tini'?  speciHt-iI.     As  to  tlir  milwji.p 
to  PoabinB,  ahortlf  afta*  tlie  Ameriean  fine  rcMhet  Hut 
pmntk  it  will  certainly  be  carried  oat. 

Twelfth — TioB  will  onqneatifMiaUy  be  {wovided  lor. 

lliirteaitb— The  anawer  given  toNa  12  willajpplyflqBl^ 
hwe. 

FoorteenUi — Folly  alive  to  the  neeenify  of  thie^  the  Sth  ~ 
minion  Parliament  will  not  tail  to  take  an  early  opporbtSB/ 
of  dealing  with  the  matter,  in  order  to  extingonh,  in  an  eqiit- 
able  manner,  the  claims  of  the  Indians,  bo  tliat  aettlers  maj 
obtain  clear  and  indisputable  titles. 

Fifteenth — Tlie  convention  will  not  expect  me  to  spaik 
definitely  as  to  the  number  of  representatives  to  be  allotted  to 
the  territory,  but  1  can  promise  that  the  circumstances  ani 
reqiiiirements  of  the  country  will  be  fully  and  liberally  con- 
sidered in  dealing  with  this  matter. 

Sixteenth — On  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Government,  as 
well  as  of  Her  Slaje.sty's  representative  in  British  North 
America,  and  also  as  coming  immediately  from  the  Sovereign, 
assurances  have  been  given  to  all,  that  the  properties,  ri^ts 
and  privileges  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  territoiy 
would  be  respected,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment will  contide  to  the  Local  Legislature  the  recognition  and 
arrangement  of  local  customs,  usages  and  privileges. 

Seventeenth — My  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  concessions  here  desired  might  affect  pub- 
lic works,  etc.,  is  too  limited  to  permit  me  to  give  any  decideii 
opinion  on  the  subject,  further  than  that  fall  and  substantial 
justice  will  l>e  done  in  the  matter. 
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UQch  anxiety  to  hear  thnt  otlicer  so  express  a  belief  that  you  would  be 
inclined  to  act  upon  it  ;  although  I  cannot  but  add  that  I  fully  Hhare  in 
hii  feeling  of  mortification  at  being  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  constrained 
to  counsel  such  a  course. 

I  have  not  myself  seen  Colonel  Dennis's  communications  to  you  on  the 

^object  of  these  unfortunate  occurrences,  but  he  has  been  kind  enough  to 

'wid  them  to  some  members  of  the  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 

them  to  judge  of   the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  his  information,  and 

''pon  their  assurance  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayins;  that  the  content*  of 

the  Colonel's  c(»mmunication.s  to  you,  may  be  relied  upon  as  conveying  in 

the  main  a  correct  narrative  of  the  occurrence  to  which  they  refer,  and  a 

^  representation  of  the  popular  sentiment  throughout  the  settlement. 

The  question  which  now  presses  itself  upon  every  mind  is,  what  is  to  be 

«oiie  to  secure  your  peaceable  entrance  into  the  settlement  i      So  far,  all 

<'Ur  expedients  have  failed  ;  and  unless  the  efforts  of  a  temporizing  char- 

^**''»   '*»hich  are  still  being  earnestly  used  for  the  dispersion  of  the  mal- 

*''t«tit«,  succeed,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  your  coming  into  the  settlement, 

the  present  moment,  woidd  not  be  free  from  considerable  danger. 

'  '^-*»ii   Col.  Denis's  despatches  and  this  letter,  you  will  derive  iiB  full  and 

^ocurut-^  knowledge  of  the  position  of   the   affairs  here,  as  I  believe  can 

^^*   ^"^11  be  given  in  writing  ;  and  having  satisfied  myself  that  you  are 

c«{u^ix^^^  with  all  the  material  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  that 

<»u  «\r^    jjjj^  jjj  pc)Hgessi<m  of  the  principal  data  for  enabling  you  to  deter- 

Mne  tl^^  im)H)rtant  question  of  your  movements  :  and  I  need  not  say  that 

"      *■    ikiost  anxiously  await  your  decisi(»n. 

^^    '^"ithout,  of  course,  in  any  way  meaning  to  prescribe  the  line  to  be 

»urKu<3^-|    J  jjj^y  Ym  permitted  to  add  that,  to  those  who  with  myself  have 

**^'*  *\^liberating  uiM)n  the  most  advisable  steps  to  be  taken  in  circum- 

c^if*  ^>f  mt  embarrassing  and  so  critical  a  nature,  there  have  been  sug- 

^5***^^^  three  courses  for  meeting  the  difiiculty  Jis  it  now  stands. 

^^  first  is,  tliat,   there  happily  being  amtmg   even  the  French  half- 

'^    ^^''*  a  considerable  element  of  well-disposetl  persons,  there  should  be 

^^*^*^^Uy  selected,  from  that  section,  a  body  of  fr(»m  twenty  to  thirty  men, 

^  '*•    mounted  and  armed,  shouhl  pri>ceed  to  Pei»ibina  and  escort  you 

en  ir^ly  clear  from  the  roads  on  which  the  malcontents  are  known  to  have 

^   ^^  up  their  ]x»Hitions. 

*  *^e  second  is,  that  of  making  a  public  call  upcm  the  whole  l(»yal  porti(m 

"    ^^e  settlement  to  turn  out  in  the  cause  of  onler,  and  to  the  nuinWr  of 

^^     ^00  unarmed,    able-b<Klied  men,  if  such  a  force  could  be  mustered, 

I'^^^^^eed  to  Pembina  and   esiM)rt  you   int<^»  the  settlement,  by  the   usual 

**^te.  whether  the  malcontents  remain  up<»n  it  or  not. 

-"Vnd  the  third  is,  that  you  should  remain  at  Pembina  and  await  the 
^^e  of  conciliatory  negotiations,  with  the  view  of  procuring  a  peaceable 
^•persion  of  the  malcontents. 
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Now,  with  r^poct  tu  the  linit  of  thene  counies,  it  ia,  in  nqr  opiiuoii. 
upen  to  the  gnvn  (ibjectii)n  thiit  even  if  it  were  to  iamie  in  jonr  nfe 
arrival  amongst  uh,  it  would  obviously  involvo  a  virtual  ackDOwltdgment 
of  the  ascendancy  of  these  lawlcu  i>eople,  and  would  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  inspire  them  with  freth  courage  in  the  pnieecution  of  tluflr 
dcKigns  ;  and  besideH,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  under  present  cir 
cunistances  your  personal  safety  could  not  be  sufficiently  provided  foibj' 
the  attendance  of  so  small  a  Uxly  of  men  as  that  propoaed— a  body  lup 
enough  to  provolie  a  collision,  but  probably  far  from  strong  enough  In 

Tile  second  is  one  wnich,  all  along,  the  local  authorities  have  been  pon- 
dering, but  one  which,  as  In  somewhat  similar  emergencies  on  fonsar 
ofcasioiiH,  they  have  hitherto  shrunk  from  adopting,  portly  tniiut  mil- 
giving  lU)  to  tlie  extent  and  the  spirit  of  the  res]H)nse  to  such  a  call  u  thit 
pru|H)nod,  and  ]wrtly  also,  but  principally,  from  an  apprehension  of  pre- 
cipitnting  a  collision  lietwuen  different  sections  of  the  people,  which  might 
plunge,  not  only  the  settlement,  but  the  whole  territory  inti.'  all  ihedii- 
asters  of  a  w.ir  of  races  and  religionii— a  wir  in  which  the  Icgitiiuitc 
object,  for  ivhich  it  jiiul  been  bi-guu,  would  pii>)iably  wNinbe  lout  »i;;hl"f. 
and  inssion  and  prejudlie  aluiie  nnimate  the  minds  of  tlioHe  en^iigi'd  in 

To  the  council  ami  iiiyKelf  it  uppuni's  that  uiidfr  the  prenent  circuui- 
stiiiti'L-s  thu  third  pn'iKisid  is  thu  only  one  that  can  lie  regarded  as  jinidviil 
■  II' pmi'ticiible  ;  mid  it  is,  thcrvfore,  our  opini<>n  that  you  kIiouM  reiiiun 
at  Pumbi  1111.  and  aiviiit  tliei^suu  of  conciliatory  negotiations,  iu  the  li<>li«  ><' 
pi-ociiring  ii  iHrnceabk'  ilisjiersion  of  the  malcontents. 

I  liavi' only  til  add  thnt  althou(;h  this  letter  pn^ceeds  ostensibly  froni 
myKclf,  it  cmlxxlics  tlie  vieWH  of  the  dmneil  of  Assiniboiiie,  ami  that.  >t 
H  mcotint,'  of  the  council  to-dny,  held  for  the  uxprcpK  purjxiso.  it  *nf,  ud- 
iinimoiisly   adopted   as  the  connuuniciiticin   which  1   should  iminciliRtely 

Enniestly  hojiini;  thut  ere  lung  Home  i>eaccable  solution  of  nil  tlii'sr 
difficulties  may  be  arrivLil  hI, 

I  iiin,  my  dear  sir, 

Youth  faithfully, 

W.  Mactavish. 


■     ^ 

L 

1 

1 

ni>   o™«   Afchhishop   T«ch«'. 

1 

i 

His   Urwx    Archbishop    Tiube- 


n 


\» ' 


\ 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


THE    PROVISIONAL   GOVERNMENT. 


During  the  sitting  of  the  convention,  the  delegates  on  the 
English    side    were  unfortunately    hampered  by  the    limited 
powers  invested  in  them    by   their   constituents,    while    the 
French,  having  a  free  hand,  worked  unitedly,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  Riel  more  power  than  he  should  have  had,  and 
V»efore  the  representatives  took  theii'  departure  for  home,  he 
again  brought  up  the  subject  of  the  Provisional  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  English  pledged  to  it  until 
such  time  as  their  delegates  to  Ottawa  could  be  heard  from 
The  English,  however,  before  coming  to  any  conclusion  on  the 
matter  deemed  it  advisable  to   consult  Governor  Mactavish, 
and,  on  a  committee,  consisting   of   Messrs.    Sutherland   and 
Eraser,  visiting  him   for  that  purpose,  he  exclaimed  on  the 
ijuestion  being  put  to   him,  ''  Form  a  government  for  God's 
sake,  and  restore  peace  and  order  in  the  settlement."     But  on 
V)eing  asked  whether  he  would  delegate  his  authority  to  an- 
other, lie  replied,"  I  am  dying,  and  will  not  delegate  my  power 
to  anyone,"  whereupon  Riel  asked  whether  Mr.  Mactavish  de- 
clared himself  the  Governor,  and  on  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  remarked  brutally,  ''  It  is  well  he  did  not,  as  out  of 
this  convention  I  would  have  formed  a  council  of  war,  and  we 
would  have  seen  the  consequences." 

For  peace  sake,  the  English  at  last  consented  to  the  forma- 
cc 
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tion  of  the  Pi'oviaional  Goveminetit,  uiiil  tht-  following  motian 
was  earned ;  "  That  the  coniioitt^e  previously  appoinW  t9 
draw  up  the  List  of  Rights  be  re-appointed  to  dianias,  ami  de- 
cide oii  the  Imtdn  mid  details  of  the  Provisional  (ioreniDitiiit, 
which  we  have  agreed  is  to  be  formeil  for  Bupert'a  Land  and 
the  North-West  Territory."  Mr.  W.  B.  O'Doaohue  took  tb 
place  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  who  was  abstnt,  and  the  following  w« 

the  result  of  the  committee's  labors  : 

I 

lat.  That  the  council  uoiuiAt  of  twifiiCy-four  inonibvni,  cwulre  tn>ru  tl» 
English,  nnd  twelw  from  the  Frviich -speaking  pn|)u]»tiiiu. 

2nd.  Each  ndo  livuidu  aa  tu  tlic  a[>puiiitnient  of  itx  own  uieuibm  "I 
council. 

ard.  Th«t  Mr.  Juin»  Rotw  be  Judge  of  the  Su|ireme  Conrl. 

4th.  That  kll  the  Junlices  of  the  Pe»oe.  Petty  MitgiNtnitM.  C-duMbln^ 
etc..  reUiti  their  Iiluues,  with  (h*  exfeptii.n  -if  Mr.  Denw:,  J, P.,  »inw 
place  xhall  bu  taton  hy  Norben  Laroiice. 

5th.  That  Henry  McKenney,  Eaij.,  be  aheriff,  aa  before. 

6th.  That  Dr.  Bird  be  coroner,  aa  bufore. 

7th.  That  the  General  Court  lie  hel<l  at  the  same  times  and  places  u 
formerly,  and  that  the  Petty  Court  be  held  in  five  diatricts  :  LowcrMid- 
dle,  Upi«r,  St.  Anns,  (Pointde  Cliene),  and  St.  Margarets,  (Laprairie). 

8th.   That  Mr.  Bannatyne  be  cuutinued  PoBtuiiutti^r. 

9th.  That  John  SutherUntl  tind  Roger  Goulet  be  Collectora  of  Cuitoui. 

Kith,  That  the  President  of  the  ProviHional  Government  be  not  one  uf 
the  twenty-four  nienibera. 

11th.  A  twu-thirde  vote  to  override  the  veto  of  President  of  the  Ptoti- 
sional  Government. 

12th.  That  Mr.  Thos.  Bunn  be  Secretary  to  Proviaional  Government,  «ni 
Liiuis  Schmidt  Under  Secretary. 

13th.  That  Mr.  W.  B.  O'Donohue  be  Treasurer. 

It  will  be  obser^etl  that  nearly  all  the  persons  appointed  to 
office  were  English,  but  the  moiit  important  position  of  all, 
that  of  President,  had  still  to  l>e  filled,  and  although  it  was  late 
in  the  evening  when  this  question  came  up,  the  convention 
took  it  in  hand,  and  a  stormy  discussion  ensued.  Riel  and  his 
friends,  however,  carried  their  point,  and  he  was  elected.    By 
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his  time  it  was  midnight,  and  when  the  news  went  out  that 
he  Provisional  Government  was  formed,  and  would  be  fol- 
:>\\Qd  inuuediately  by  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  there  was 
.Teat  rejoicing,  bon-firos  being  lighted,  and  fireworks  set  ofi', 
he  latter  being  the  property  of  Dr.  Sehultz,  which  he  had 
inported  for  the  purpase  of  celebrating  the  in-coming  of 
ion.  Wm.  McDougall. 

Ciovernor  Mactavish,  Dr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Bannatyne  were 
^t  once  released,  but  Commissioner  Smith  was  detained  in  the 
ort,  practically  a  prisoner,  owing  to  fears  that  his  influence 
tuiong  the  settlers  might  interfere  with  certain  plans,  which 
?liel  had  in  view. 

The  11th  February,  1870,  was  the  last  day  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  was  taken  up  in  apportioning  the  settlement  for 
flection  purposes.  Riel  then  stated,  as  the  fii-st  act  of  the 
^^ew  Provisional  Government,  that  Dr.  Sehultz  s  property  was 
^nfiscated,  and  also  the  office  of  the  Nor -Wester  ^  most  of  the 
.yj)e  belonging  to  the  latter  being  afterwards,  it  is  said,  run 
nto  bar  lead  and  bullets. 

The  following  delegates  for  the  mission  to  Ottawa  were 
.hen  appointed : — Judge  Black,  Rev.  M.  Richot,  and  Alfred  H. 
Scott,  the  selection  of  the  latter  gentleman  being  universally 
lenounced  by  the  English  settlers  as  soon  as  it  became 
cnown. 

On  the  12th,  sixteen  prisoners  were  released,  namely,  Wm. 
iallett,  Charles  Garrett,  Wm.  Drever,  jr.,  Jas.  Mulligan,  Chas. 
•Jiodgall,  T.  Franklin  Murray,  D.  U.  Campbell,  Jas.  Stewart, 
V.  R.  Chisholm,  Dr.  O'Donnell,  Langman  H.  Werghtman,  A 
A' right,  and  two  half-breeds  (names  unknown),  and  at  the 
ame  time  M.  Davis,  another  prisoner,  escaped  while  the 
others  were  being  liberated.     There  was,  however,  a  good  deal 
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of  <lis.satisfncti>ji)  lhn>ii(rhout  ihi;  English  pamhtw  nt  tlw  nnc- 
relvust?  of  the  whole  of  the  luen  confitied  in  Fort  Unrrj'.  ud 
Ri«>l.  if  he  had  n>leased  them,  v.-ould  not  only  have  xtrcn^rtlidl- 
ed  his  position,  hut  he  would  have  prevented  the  unfortnnate 
octui'rences  that  afteiwanis  took  plaoe.  A  movetiKiit  wm 
now  comim'nci'd  at  Fortftgc  lu  I'niiric.  to  i-aise  h  body  of  iiK» 
to  liberate  the  prisoners.  amJ  a  party  numliering  between  fiO 
and  lot)  canie  down  as  far  ns  Heaiiingly,  whia^  they  caiDi*^. 
and  after  a  short  stay  pn>ceeded  t«i  the  l^ower  Settlemi-M. 
On  their  way  they  stoppetl  at  a  lionse  where  Riel  had  Iwen  in 
the  habit  of  staying  at  night,  m  the  hope  of  capturing  hini, 
but  fortunately  for  himst-lf,  he  happened  to  be  absent  at  the 
time.  An  tidbrt  was  then  made  to  raise  a  force  for  the  pQT  ! 
|iose  of  fittjicking  Fort  (Jarry,  which  tu  a  certain  estfiit  ww 
successful,  and  at  once  had  the  eft'ect  of  gathering  the  French 
in  mniiljers  around  Riel,  and  for  a  time  it  looked  as  if  the  two 
sides  of  tiie  Kettleincnt  would  go  to  -war  with  each  other.  A 
large  band  of  English  and  Scotch  settlers  indeed  collected  in 
Kildonan,  and  runioi-s  weix-  plentiful  as  to  their  propose! 
movements. 

The  rising,  however,  «as  ill-timed  and  unfortunately  pro- 
ductive of  consequences,  which  nearly  set  the  whole  settlement 
in  a  blaze.  The  party  at  Kildonaii,  it  appears,  took  a  couple 
of  men  prisonei-s  on  suspicion  of  Ixjing  Kiel's  spies,  and  one  of 
these  ^named  I'arisian,  in  his  eHbrts  to  escape,  shot  a  younf; 
ocotch  settler,  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Sutherland,  who  after- 
warils  became  one  of  the  senatoi-s  from  Manitoba.  Young 
Sutherland  died  fnim  his  wountis,  which  only  increased  ihe 
bitterness  of  feeling  existing,  and  Parisian,  who  was  also 
badly  wounded  by  his  captors,  was  kept  a  prisoner  at  tin^ 
.Stone  Foi-t,  and  ultimately  succumbed  to  his  injuries  on  being 
removetl  to  his  home. 
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II.    VVililAIIJS. 

Alol.  McPhunu'ii. 
W.  G.  Binl. 
AK-x.  McLeau. 
J.«.  P«iuin. 


D.  T«yloi 
A.  Tnyli-r 


H.  T«ylor. 
J.  B.  Mfiri 


G.  PiirkM. 
Atiii  Iwo  nnknit»ii 


Tims,  hai-dly  liad  une  aet  of  prisoners  been  released,  wlwi 
their  places  wore  filled  by  others,  and  the  menace  to  the  jxflft- 
of  the  settletneDt  continued.  On  the  one  hand,  Kiel  was  Wo 
dilatory  in  releasin^j  the  first  prisoners,  and  on  the  other,  lln' 
Portajje  party,  althoufih  prompted  hy  a  worthy  de«ire  te  res- 
cue their  comrades  in  prison,  were  ill-ad\'ised  in  the  step  tliev 
took,  at  a  time  when  there  was  every  prosj')ect  of  a  union  of 
Kiiglish  and  French,  for  the  purpose  of  ending  the  difficulUes. 
Iiy  tii^ting  with  Canada. 

The  CJipture  of  thf  Porttiye  party  now  servipd  ti.  \i'-fy  op 
the  excitement  in  the  settlement,  especially  as  rumors  began 
to  float  about  that  sonic  of  the  prisoners  had  been  condeninwl 
to  lie  shot.  A  court  martial,  as  Riel  termed  it,  was  inJeed 
hehl.  and  four  men  had  sentence  of  death  passed  upon  them. 
Ciptain  Bolton  being  of  the  number,  and  when  Mr.  and  Mn. 
Sutlierland  (whose  son  was  shot  by  Parisian)  heard  this,  they 
went  and  pleaded  for  their  lives.  Riel  granted  the  lives  of 
three,  but  Captain  Bolton,  he  declared,  would  be  shot. 

Several  prominent  residents  then  interceded  for  the  con- 
demned man,  but  without  success,  and  the  people  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Gany  felt  the  most  gloomy  forebodings  of 
what  would  likely  happen  should  tlie  execution  take  place. 
Midnight  of  the  Iflth  Fel>niary  was  the  hour  set  for  the 
shooting  of  Bolton,  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  groups  of 
men  wei-e  seen  convei-sing  <|uietly,  but  gloomily,  over  the  pros- 
pect before  the  country,  should  bhxxl  once  be  shed.  Nurabere 
of  the  English  jiarishes  had  expressed  a  determination  not  to 
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send  members  to  the  Provisional  council,  and  Judgje  Black  had 
declined  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  Ottawa,  so  that  the  hope  of 
cementing  a  union  of  English  and  French  was  not  promising. 
Added  to  this,  the  rising  of  the  English  settlers  and  the  action 
of  the  Portage  party,  had  exasperated  Riel  so,  that  he  was  not 
in  an  amiable  mood. 

Commissioner  Smith,  on  hearing  of  Bolton's  danger,  lost  no 
time  in  seeing  Riel,  and  used  every  argument  to  turn  him 
from  his  purpose.  He  pointed  out  the  impossibility  of  being 
able  to  unite  the  two  sides  of  the  settlement,  if  blood  was  shed 
in  the  way  Riel  contemplated,  and  at  last  undertook  to  go  and 
visit  the  English  parishes,  and  induce  them  to  send  members 
to  the  council,  if  he  would  agree  to  spare  Bolton's  life.  Riel 
finally  agreed  to  do  so,  and  stated  further,  that  on  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Provisional  Government  he  would  release  all 
the  prisoners. 

There  was  a  deep  feeling  of  relief  throughout  the  settle- 
ment when  it  became  known  that  Bolton  would  not  be  shot, 
and  Commissioner  Smith,  true  to  his  word,  visited  the  English 
parishes,  and  by  his  influence  and  advice  prevailed  upon  them 
to  select  and  send  their  delegates  to  Fort  Garry,  a  work  in 
which  he  was  assisted  by  the  clergy  and  other  prominent 
men.  On  the  26th  February,  the  elections  were  over  and  the 
English  had  practically  joined  under  Riel,  but  still  matters 
looked  gloomy.  Rumors  of  all  sorts  were  afloat — of  Indians 
on  the  war  path — of  risings  among  the  settlers,  and,  added  to 
this,  periodical  raids  of  the  French  upon  diflferent  parts  of  the 
settlement,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  capturing  Dr.  Schultz, 
whom  they  declared  they  would  take  dead  or  alive  if  they 
found  him.  No  word  was  heard  of  the  delegates  leaving  for 
Canada.     No  council  was  called,  and  Bishop  Tachd,  who  was 
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ilftil^V  <>xp^tecl,  (lid  not  Mirivf,  it  lieiii^  hopcMi  tliat  hi^  vouU 
iiitliieitce  Ricl  tu  adupt  a  luoi-e  m(xierat«  touiSL-  Ulan  he  wu 
doing.  Reports  wei-e  constautly  beiDg  heard  regardinjt  tin 
liKrdahipH  of  the  pnsont;rs,  nnci  the  eomuioD  exclumBtion  vu. 
"  Gud  knows  wliei-e  all  this  is  going  to  end  I  "  Was  il  >  fote- 
ruiini-r  of  the  terrible  cricte  whirh  was  soon  tu  W  pei^ 
tratod  't  On  the  4th  March,  a  tleed  was  eommiit^d  that  suvtk 
hoiTor  iatn  the  miuds  of  all  claHscH  in  the  setttenient — Aii  act 
of  cruelty  that  can  oflcr  no  (mlliation  for  its  commitwl,  and 
one  which  au<idouly  plun(d;ed  the  whole  community  into 
iiiouruiug.  Nothing  transpired  to  prepare  the  tuitids  o(  tie 
people  for  what  was  goin^  to  take  plaee.  Ruiiiur,  f^-iierally 
BO  ready  to  wake  u»c  of  her  pliant  tongue,  was  in  thin  instawt- 
silent :  the  deed  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  horriMe.  \o  tirat 
was  f^veii  to  allow  oi  any  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  it.  A 
hiniian  being  was  tried  at  night,  told  to  prepare  for  death  the 
next  ntoniing.  and  shot  at  twelve  o'clock  that  day.  Ohl  shame 
on  the  spirit  that  pi-onipted  such  an  act ! 

Commissioner  Smith  only  learned  of  the  contemplated  mur- 
der aljoiit  an  hour  before  it  actually  took  place.  AVe  say 
murder,  for  it  is  the  only  woni  that  can  express  its  true  char- 
acter. Hurrying  to  Kiel,  he  reasoned  fervently  with  him,  anJ 
implored  hiui  not  to  stain  and  Ituitlen  the  cause  of  his  countn- 
men  ami  the  settlement  at  large  with  blood,  when  everj-tiiiug 
tended  to  a  favorable  termination  of  the  diffieultiea  But 
Riel  was  olxlurate.  and  the  strong  ap])eal  made  by  Mr.  Donald 
A.  Smith  for  the  life  of  a  fellow  being  failed,  because  the  man 
to  whom  he  addressed  his  words  was  at  the  time  a  maduiau. 
whom  circumstiinces  had  placed  in  a  position  he  was  utterly 
unfitted  t<j  occupy. 

At  twehe  o'clock  noon,  Thomas  .Scott,  blindfolded,  was  led 
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out,  atU'iuleil  i)y  tiie  Rev.  (ieo.  Young,  to  a  spot  a  few  yards 
disUint  from  the  posteni  gate,  and,  while  the  clergyman  prayed, 
the  unfortunate  man  knelt  on  the  snow.  Then  a  volley  was 
tired  which  did  not  kill  him,  when  one  of  the  French  half- 
breeds  shot  him  through  the  head.,  and  all  was  over.  The  body 
Was  refused  burial  outside  of  the  fort,  and  to  this  day  it  is  not 
known  where  the  grave  of  the  nmrdered  man  is  located. 

Tlius  ended  this  dreadful  tragedy,  and  with  it  all  hope  of  a 
sincere  union  between  the  French  and  English  :  from  that  day 
hIso,  Kiel's  power  amongst  his  own  people  decreased,  until  at 
last  he  was  left  almost  alone,  and  he  could  not  have  taken  a 
isurer  step  to  give  his  enemies  a  victory  over  him,  than  when 
he  committe<l  this  vile  deed.  The  feeling  of  horror  at  the 
crime  was  as  strong  amongst  a  large  poi'tion  of  the  French 
as  it  was  with  the  English,  and  it  must  not  be  thought  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  tlie  French  people  that  Scott  should  suffer, 
for  such  was  not  the  case.  One  can  hardly  imagine  the  degi'ee 
of  indignation  which  swept  over  the  settlement  when  news  of 
the  shooting  of  Scott  spread  abroad.  The  feeling,  to  a  gi'eat 
extent,  was  suMu(h1,  but  not  the  less  strong  on  that  account, 
and  if  representatives  had  not  been  elected  by  the  English  to 
attend  the  council  of  the  Provisional  (iovernment,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  any  furth(»r  steps  to  join  with  the  French  would 
have  been  ttiken. 

Commissioner  Smith,  having  now  practically  brought  his 
mission  to  a  successful  termination,  resolved  to  return  to  Can- 
ada, but  it  was  not  until  the  18th  March  that  he  was  able  to 
get  away.  He  had  succeeded,  in  the  first  place,  in  protecting 
his  credentials  from  Kiel's  clutches,  and  afterwards  in  present- 
ing them  to  a  meeting  of  settlei*s  representing  all  classes  of 
the  community.     He  had  then  brought  alx)ut  a  convention  of 
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deliij^tes  From  all  parts  of  the  settlement  who  had  jm*eiiiril 
thuir  giiev^ncea  before  him.  and  appointed  a  delp^tiM,  "ti  iiw 
invitation,  to  (fo  to  (Htawa.  atid  treat  tliroct  with  the  ('int 
dian  Government,  and.  by  his  influence,  he  had  iuductii  the 
English  and  Frencli  to  work  together  for  tlie  preservation  "f    I 
peace  Hntil  snch  time  as  the  transfer  of  the  country  coul'i  i* 
etteeted.     He  had,  in  fact,  brought  the  people  tif  Re<l  Kvn 
and  Canada  together  to  settle  their  disputes,  ami  it  only  n- 
iiiained  for  these  two  to  coiiiptete  a  settlement,     ^Vllat  man 
waa  ihbre  to  be  done  ?     The  North-West  was  \irtually  «'»] 
to  Canada  without  the  bloodshed  and  desolation  which  s  cl'iil 
or  TnJian  war  would  have  caused.    A  delicate  and  exceeiiinj^r 
difficult  niissioD  had  been  fulfilled,  and  we  refer  our  readers  V'   , 
the  able  report  of  the  Commisaionev,  which  will  lie  found  in   ' 
the  next  chapter,  for  the  particulare  regarding  the  many  try-  I 
ing  obstacles  which  he  had  to  overcome  before  success  crowunl  I 
iiis  efforta. 

On  the  9th  March,  the  following  notice  appearetl  in  theyw  ' 
Nation,  which,  Viy  this  time,  had  dropped  its  annexation  sen- 
timents r — 

A  iiieeting  »f  the  Council  of  the  ProviHJonal  Government  of  Rupert'* 
Lund  IB  hereby  ordered  to  l>e  held  at  Fnrt  Garijr,  on  Wednesday,  M 

By  order  of  the  President, 

Louia  Schmidt, 

Stertlan. 

But  as  there  were  very  few  of  the  English  present,  a  nnm- 
ber  of  them  not  having  seen  the  notice,  the  meeting,  after 
Riol  had  addressed  it,  adjourned  until  the  15th.  The  follow- 
injj  notice  was  then  sent  out  to  each  of  the  representatives 
elected  r — 
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tfr.  

You  are  hereby  sniuinoned  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Council 

the  Provisional  Government,  to  be  held  at  Fort  Garry,  on  Tuesday, 

h  inst.'int,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

By  order  of  the  President, 

Thos.  Bunn, 

Secretai  y. 
Iead({uarter8  of  Provisional  Government, 

Fort  Garry,  9th  March,  1870. 

In  the  meantime,  Bishop  Tach^,  who  had  l)een  expected  for 
ne  time,  arrived  in  the  settlement,  on  the  8th  March.  He 
d  l)een  absent  in  Rome  during  all  the  troubles  at  Red  River, 
d,  on  hearing  of  them,  had  at  once  placed  liis  services  at  the 
iposal  of  the  Canadian  Government,  and  undertook  a  winter 
>'age  across  the  Atlantic  to  go  to  Red  River.  On  the  16th 
bruary,  1870,  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  Secretary  of  State,  ad- 
:f88eil  the  following  letter  to  him  : — 

Department  or  Secretaky  of  State 

FOR  THE   PrOVI>'CE8, 

February  16th,  1870. 
e  Very  Reverend  the  Bishop  of  St.  Boniface  : — 

If  Y  Lord — I  am  commanded  by  His  Excellency  the    Govemor-Gen- 

1  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  the  promptitude  with  which  you 

ced  your  services  at  the  disposal  of  this  Government,  and  undertook  a 

iter  voyage  and  journey  that  you  might,  by  your  presence  and  influ- 

»,  aid  in  the  repression  of  the  unlooked-for  disturbances   which  had 

►ken  out  in  the  North- West. 

'  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  :  — 

. — A  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  Honorable  Wm.  McDougall, 

the  28th  September  last. 

f — A  copy   of  a   further  letter  of  instructions  addressed  to  Mr.  Mc- 

ugall,  on  the  7th  November. 

I — Copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  the  Very  Reverend  Vicar-General 

ibault,  on  the  4th  December. 

[ — Copy   of  a  Proclamation  issued   by  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 

nenl,  addressed  to  the  inhabiUints  of  the  North-West  Territories,  by 

I  express  desire  of  the  Queen. 

i — Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secret<\ry  of  State  by  Donald  A. 

ithf  Est}.,  of  Montreal,  on  24th  Noveml>er. 

\ — C<»py  of  a  letter  of  instructions  addressed  by  me  to  Mr.  Smith,  on 

member  last. 
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7— A  soioi-officiil  letter  ailJroased  hy   the  Minister  of  Jiutiwi,  rni 
^nl  Jnnuary.  1S70,  to  Mr.  Hmith. 

S^Cup;  of  the  com  mission  iioued  to  Mr.  Smith  un  I7tJi  Juun^.  1870. 

Cupitia  of  the  ProcLmiAtion  iiaiied  by  Mr.  McDou)[iill,  at  ur  nett  T 
bitTH,  and  the  coiDmission  iisued  to  Cokmel  Dennis,  lisTJiig  htM;u  |>rii)Ud 
in  the  CuniidiAn  jinpers,  aud  widely  circuUled  At  the  Rod  River,  mv  it  i 
OMUmad,  I] II ite  within  your  resell,  and  are  not  fnmiHlitid  ;  hat  iti>in 
]N.rt*nt  th«t  you  shiiiild  know  tho  [iroceedingn  hy  which  Ih«  liir*  in 
liroportian  of  the  people  of  Kur<erl'»  Lind  were  jeojutrdized  fur  n  bnw. 
wore  Kt  once  diMvowed  mid  condenuned  hy  the  Onvemuienl  of  ihis  &»■ 
inion,  M  you  will  readily  discover  La  the  drapntch  luldraned  hj'mr  ti 
UoDua^U,  on  the  84th  Deceiuber,  a  cupy  of  which  iit  enclosed. 

Your  Lordaliip  will  [lorceive,  in  these  pa]>eTe,  the  pfJicj  whidi  it  «M' 
mid  ii  tho  ilu>ir«  of  the  Citnwlitui  Goveriuncnt  to  ectnliliah  in  tht  KuTlll- 
Went.  The  pcoplu  uf  Cnnndo  hnvc  no  intoruA  in  tlie  isrectiaii  of  iii 
lioiw  ill  RupertV  L«nd,  which  piiblic  opinion  cundeninrii ;  n<tr  would  ilnf  \ 
wiah  to  eeo  a  fiiiu  rnoe  of  people  Iroincd  to  diBconlcTit  and  iiisukirdiD*- 
tiuii,  by  tlw  pnsasuruof  nn  unwise  eystom  uf  guvuntmenL.  to  which  Briiiik 
Hiihjeols  are  uiinuciMtuuied  or  averse.  They  look  huiiefully  forward  1»  tike  . 
period  when  inslitutioiiM.  niotilded  u]Hin  those  which  the  other  prrnioM 
enjoy,  may  be  established,  and  in  the  niuikntime  would  deeply  re;^  i 
the  eivil  and  reli)^ous  liberties  nf  the  whole  yiopulntlon  were  not  adt>|u>lt- 
ly  protected,  by  such  t«nipomry  arrangomente  aa  it  may  bepmdenlit 
[iresent  to  make. 

A  conrenttun  haa  ^becii  called,  and  is  now  nitting  at  Fort  (ianj,  to 
collect  the  viewH  of  tht*  ]iuci^ile  a-s  tu  the  [n.wer^  which  they  rosy  i»j 
it  wiKe  for  |mrliainent  to  confer,  and  Local  L^intature  to  assume,  "^'kn 
the  proceedings  of  that  cunfereiice  have  lieen  received  by  the  Privr 
Council  you  may  expect  to  hear  from  me  again,  and,  in  the  ineantiiit. 
.-ihould  they  be  conitntinicatcd  to  you  on  the  way,  Hin  Excellency  wiU  b* 
glad  to  he  favored  with  any  observation   that  you   may   have  leisure  lo 

Yon  :ire  aware  that  the  Very  Reverend  the  Vicar  General  Thibault  ini! 
Sleasn).  Donald  A.  Smith  nnd  Charles  de  Salaberry  are  atn»idy  in  Rupert  i 
L  ind,  charged  with  a  commission  from  Govemnmnt.  Enclosed  are  Ivtten 
to  those  gentlemen,  of  which  you  will  obli;^e  me  by  taking  cliarge,  and  1 
am  ciminianded  to  ei]>ress  the  desire  of  Hia  Excellency  that  you  wUl  ri>- 
oi>crate  with  tliem  in  their  welt-directed  efforts  t«  secure  a  jieaceful  aolu- 
tion  of  the  dirtieulties  in  the  North-West  Territories,  which  have  cauwd 
Hia  Excellency  much  anxiety,  but  which,  by  yonr  joint  endeavors,  it  i' 
lioped  may  be  speedily  removed. 

1  have  tlic  honor  to  l>e 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Howe. 


THE   PROVISIONAL   GOVERNMENT.  473 

On  the  Sunday  following  his  arrival  (13th  March,  1870), 
Bishop  Tachd  preached  an  eloquent  sermon,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  sorrow  at  the  disturbances  which  had  taken  place, 
and  counselled  united  action  on  the  part  of  Catholics  and  Prc- 
t^^stants  for  the  common  good,  as  Canada  wished  only  to  do 
\%*hat  was  fair  for  the  people  of  the  North- West. 

On  the  15th,  the  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government 
held  its  meeting,  the  English  members  being  punctual  in  their 
attendance,  and  the  following  motions  were  carried  :  — 

1st.  That  we,  the  rejiresentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- West, 
consiiler  that  the  Imperial  Government,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ami 
the  Caiuulian  Govennnent,  in  stipulating  for  the  transfer  of  the  govern 
ment  to  the  Dominion  Government,  without  first  consulting,  or  even  noti- 
fying, the  people  of  such  transfer,  have  entirely  ignored  our  rights  as 
]ie4>ple  of  the  North- West  Territory. 

2nd.  That  notwithstanding  the  insults  and  sufferings  l)orne  by  the 
|>eople  of  the  North-West  heretofore  ;  which  sufferings  they  still  endure — 
the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  the  North-West  towards  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land remains  the  same,  provided  the  rights,  properties,  usages  and  cut  - 
toms  of  the  people  be  respected  ;  and  we  feel  assuied  that  as  British  sub- 
jects such  rights,  properties,  usages  and  customs  will  undoubtedly  be 
resjHJctcd. 

In  the  meantime.  Bishop  Tach^  had  entered  the  chambei*, 
and,  on  l>eing  introduced  to  the  members  of  the  council,  ad- 
dressed them,  referring  to  his  trip  from  Rome,  on  hearing  of 
the  troubles,  the  go<xl  intentions  of  Canada  to  the  people  of 
the  North-West,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment at  the  prospect  of  meeting  their  delegates  in  Ottawa. 
He  stated  that  his  mission  was  one  of  good-will  to  the  people 
of  Re<l  River,  and  alluded  to  the  actions  of  the  Canadian  offi- 
cials while  at  Pembina,  quoting  from  a  speech  made  in  the 
Canadian  Parliament  by  Mr.  Howe,  to  shew  that  the  course 
pursueil  by  Mr.  McDougall  was  condemned  by  the  Dominion 
authorities.     At  the  close  of  his  speech.  His  Lordship  asked 
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for  the  imIl-ii-^c  uf  liftif  the  prisoners,  but  why  the  whukuuni- 
ber  was  not  included  in  tlie  request  does  uot  ajii^fir  ji-  Hi'  I 
had  given  a  inolemn  promise  to  Com misei oner  Smitli  lii^i  iii 
tiie  men  confined  in  Fort  (jBny  would  be  liberated  idinniii 
ily  after  the  first  meeting;  of  the  coiineil.  Tlie  next  Jay. 
lowever.  seventeen  were  set  at  lilwrty,  and  aSatrs  in  the  srt- 
rit  began  to  quiet  tlown.  The  ^ew  Nation  unw  kll 
ider  the  displeasure  of  Kiel,  and  Mujur  Robinson.  protHlily 
ftiidin};  that  his  annexation  priiiciple.s  weiij  not  popular,  rr- 
tiivil  from  the  mansgenient  of  the  paper,  (jscar  Ualinorat, 
th«  United  States  consul  at  Winnipeg,  left  about  the  mmt 
time  for  American  territory,  and  shortly  after  his  departure, 
some  rather  eompromising  letters  of  his,  whicli  he  had  written 
ijaring  the  tiuuUes,  appcsiW  in  print,  which  would  have 
made  his  stay  in  the  settlement  i-ather  unpleasant,  and  do 
doubt  hastened  his  going  away.  Mr.  Thomas  Spence,  of  In- 
dian memorial  fame,  and  ex-pi-esident  of  the  republic  of  Por- 
tage la  Prairie,  now  undertook  the  editorship  of  the  New 
Nation,  and  fi-oni  that  time  "  Annexation  "  never  darkened  its 
pages.  Colonel  Rankin,  who  arrived  in  the  settlement  on  the 
5th  Mai-eh,  next  appeal's  on  the  scene  as  the  promoter  of  a 
riiilway  scheme,  and  was  busy  going  about  the  settlement 
with  a  petition  addressed  to  the  Dominion  Government,  ask- 
ing a  gi-ant  of  land  for  the  purpose,  when  Riel  ponnceil  upon 
him,  and  gave  him  six  hours  notice  to  quit  the  country. 

Everything  tended  toward  a  peacefid  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties, but  only  two  of  the  tlelegates  on  the  Ottawa  mission 
had  consented  to  go,  namely.  Rev.  Pere  Richot,  and  Alfred  H. 
Scott,  and  as  they  did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  whole 
people  of  Red  Rii'or,  it  was  most  important  that  Judge  Black 
should  be  |)revailed  upon  to  accompany  them.     On  the  I6th 
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tfarch,  therefore,  Commissioner  Smith  went  to  see  him,  and, 
IS  a  result  of  this  visit,  Judge  Black  consented  to  go  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  English-speaking  population,  a  decision  which 
wras  hailed  with  pleasure  by  the  settlers. 

On  the  18th  March,  Commissioner  Smith  left  Fort  Garry 
on  his  return  to  Canada,  and  on  the  23rd,  the  two  delegates. 
Rev.  Pfere  Richot  and  Alfred  H.  Scott,  took  their  departure 
for  Ottawa,  followed  the  next  day  by  Judge  Black,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Captain  Bolton,  the  latter  gentleman  having 
been  liberated  from  prison  on  the  16th.  E^h  day  now  saw 
several  of  the  prisoners  released,  until  all  were  at  liberty,  and 
80  far  Kiel  kept  his  promise  given  to  Commissioner  Smith. 

The  following  is  the  commission  and  letter  of  instructions 
bandeil  to  the  delegates  : 

GOVEHXMENT  HorSE, 

Winnipeg,  Assiniboia. 
To 


Sir — The  President  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Assiniboia, 
(formerly  Rupert's  L  nd  and  the  North-West ),  in  council,  do  hereby  au- 
thoriase  and  del^ate  you  to  proceed  to  the  City  of  Ottawa,  and  lay  before 
the  Dominion  Government  the  accom{>anyiiig  list  of  pro|K>sitions  and  con- 
ditions as  the  terms  upon  which  the  people  of  Assiniboia  will  consent  to 
enter  into  Confederation  with  the  other  provinces  of  the  Dominion.  You 
will  also  herewith  receive  a  letter  of  instructions,  which  will  be  your 
guide  in  the  execution  of  this  commission. 

Signed  this  twenty-second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  sevent} . 

By  order, 

Thomas  Bunn, 

Secretary  of  State. 

LETTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Sir— Enclosed  with  this  letter  you  will  receive  your  commission  and 
slao  a  copy  of  the  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  people  of  this 
country  will  consent  to  enter  into  the  Confederation  of  Canada.  You 
will  please  proceed  with  convenient  speed  to  the  City  of  Ottawa,  Canada, 
and  on  arriving  there  you  will,  in  company  with  the  other  delegates,  put 
yourself  immediateiy  in  communication  with  the  Dominion  Government, 
on  the  subject  of  your  commission.     You  will  please  observe  that  with 
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ragkrdtotlw  >ii'ticlt«  iiiii>.h.<i'«<i  t,  2.  ».  4.  IS.  T.  15,  17.  10.  ■■ 
«raleft  at  Ubvrty,  m  ci'ncifi'i  with  your  fctl»w  cumiiiiwl(wien,  I 
jonr  diacretioii  :  Imt  benr  in  niind,  Ihftt  us  jna  curtf  with  jruu  t 
oonfldenoe   of   tltia  peo|il(',   it  is  expected   that  in   Ibe  exereiM  al"^ 
libeT^,  yon   will  do   your  iitnioat  to  twcuru  iheir  rigbta  Mid  |>ri?fi 
wliich  have  lutherCu  lieen  igiuimil. 

Witit  refer-ence  tu  the  remaining  kHjcIgs,  I  am  directed  to  tuforafl 
that  ^87  are  pereni]>Ciiry.     I  hnve  further  to  iiifonn  yoo  tlMt  yoa  K 
idndf  fiiinlly  Any  arraiigciuetils  mch  the  Ca 

uvgotiiLtiona  entered  iiiio  Iwtwoon  you  and  tb*l 
have  tbo  approval  of  und  be  rntiSed  bf  th»f 
ht,  beture  Afutiaiboui  nill  bomnii.-  h  prnvinco  i4  B 
toientioa. 

I  liiLfe  the  liuaor  to  bu,  Sir, 

Your  ubmliviit  vtrvuit. 

Tbo«,  Ui'ss, 

Sftnlary  t^  SiflJ 

The  following  is  the  List  of  Rights,  in  thit  form  1 
the  delegates. 

lat.  TliBt  the  Territories,   hurelnfore   known   aa    Rupert's   Laml  » 
North- West,  shall  not  enter  into  ConFedemtion  of  the  D<.>iniiiion,  t 
at!  a  province,  to  be  atyled  and  known  aa  tho  Fnivioce  of  Auii  il>it«,  aJ 
with  all  the  rights  anil  privilfges  cumnion  to  the  difer«nt  provinc 
the  Dominion. 

2nd,  That  wi'  have  two  re]ireHent»tivt«  in  the  .Seimte,  and  four  in  ths 
House  of  Conimons  of  Cniiada,  until  such  time  as  an  increase  of  |M>pnIi- 
tion  entitles  the  province  to  a  greiiter  re|>resentation. 

3nl.  That  the  Province  of  AKAuiboia  shall  not  be  held  liable,  at  an; 
time,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  the  Dominion,  contnct«d  be- 
fore the  date  the  wiid  piiivince  shall  liave  entered  tho  Cirnfederatioo  nr- 
leHS  the  said  province  shall  have  limt  received  from  the  Dnmioion  the  fu  I 
amount  fur  which  the  said  province  is  to  be  held  liable. 

4th.  That  the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollarH  be  paid  annually  by  ll« 
Dominion  (lovcmmunt,  to  the  Local  Legislature  of  this  province. 

6tli.  Th.it  all  properties,  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  people  i( 
this  pi-ovince,  up  to  the  date  of  our  enterint;  into  the  ConfederatioD,  N 
respected,  and  that  the  arrangcinenC  and  confirmation  of  all  cwtimtf, 
usages  and  privileges   be  left  exclusively  to  the  Local  Legislature. 

6th.  That  during  the  tenn  of  five  years  the  Province  of  Assinibois  tbsll 
not  l)e  subjected  to  any  direct  tAxaliun,  except  such  as  msy  be  impia(d 
Iiy  the  Local  Legislature  for  municiiwl  or  local  f  uriioies. 
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th.  That  a  sum  of  money,  e<|ual  U>  eighty  cents  per  head  of  the  popu- 
on  of  this  province,  be  paid  annually  by  the  Canadian  Government  to 
Local  Legislature  of  the  said  province,  until  such  time  as  the  said 
•Illation  shall  have  increased  to  six  hundred  thousand, 
th.  That  the  Local  Legislature  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the 
Hfications  of  members  to  represent  this  province  in  the  Parliament  of 
ada  and  in  the  Local  Legislature. 

:h.  That  in  this  province,  with  the  exception  of  uncivilized  and  unset- 
Indians,  every  male  native  citizen  who  has  attained  the  age  of 
ity-one  years  ;  and  every  foreigner,  being  a  British  subject,  who  has 
neil  the  same,  and  has  resided  three  years  in  the  province,  and  is  a 
^holder  ;  and  every  foreigner  other  than  a  British  subject,  who  has 
led  here  during  the  same  period,  being  a  householder,  and  having 
n  the  oath  of  allegiance,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  of 
il>era  for  the  Local  Legislature  and  for  the  Cana  iian  Parliament.  It 
\S  understood  that  this  article  be  subject  to  amendment,  exclusively 
l^^»  Local  Legislature. 

th.  That  the  bargain  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the  respect  to 
-ransfer  of  the  government  of  this  country  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
Kiimlled  so  far  as  it  interferes  with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Assini- 
.  and  so  far  as  it  would  affect  our  future  relations  with  Canada. 
th.  That  the  Local  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Assiniboia  shall 
>  full  control  over  all  the  public  lands  of  the  province,  and  the  right  to 
il  all  acts  or  arrangements  made  or  entered  into  with  reference  to  the 
Uc  lands  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- West,  now  called  the  Pro- 
^  of  Assiniboia. 

^th .  That  the  Government  of  Canada  appoint  a  Commissioner  of  Eln- 
^rs  to  explore  the  various  districts  of  the  Province  of  Assiniboia,  and 
ty  before  the  Local  Legislature  a  re|H)rt  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the 
"*ince,  within  live  years  from  the  date  of  our  entering  into  Con- 
oration. 

^th.  That  treaties  be  concluded  between  Canada  and  the  different  In- 
i  tribes  of  the  Province  of  Assiniboia,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oo- 
E*ation  of  the  Ijocal  Legislature  of  this  province. 

tth.  That  an  uninterrupted  steam  communication  from  Lake  Superior 
B*ort  Garry  be  ^aranteed  to  be  completed  within  the  space  of  five 
rs. 

5th.  That  all  public  buildings,  bridges,  roads,  and  other  public  works 
It  the  cost  of  the  Dominion  Treasury. 

6th.  That  the  English  and  French  languages  be  common  in  the  Legis- 
ire,  and  in  the  Courts,  and  that  all  public  documents  as  well  as  Acts  of 
Legislature,  be  published  in  both  languages. 

DD 
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17t)i.  That  whereas  the  Preucb  nud  Entjliab-Kptiitiiig  peuple  vt  Awtu- 
bom  are  to  equill;  divided  as  to  numbeni  ytt  au  unitfU  ill  thmt  initial*! 
•nd  Id  connected  by  commerce,  fiimily  iTonnectiomi,  and  other  polit.iotl  >!ii 
Micial  reUtiona,  thiit  it  has  happily  been  found  iuiiraaiible  l<i  bring  lluiii 
into  hoitilc  coUiaion.  althou(;h  repented  attemfits  have  bwa  luiuji'  tiv  i'' 
aigniii|{  straiigers  for  rettsonf  known  to  theiiiseltea  to  briri|;  abuut  m  nuii- 
oui  aiid  diaostroiis  an  event. 

And  wherens,  after  ill  the  truubleu  and  u|)p«rent  disseniioni  <>(  the  \atL. 
the  result  of  iiiiitiinder»tMiding  amoiiL!  theuuelTea  the;  have.  ■«  wia  u 
the  evil  agencies  referred  lo  aboTe  nere  removed,  become  m  united  u»\ 
friendly  as  ever :  therefore,  as  a  means  to  atren)^b«n  thii  imiuD  and  [ricn>i- 
1y  feelinj;  among  all  dasec*  we  deem  it  expedient  and  adviaable: 

That  the  Lieutentint'Govenior  «bo  may  be  nppointvd  for  the  Prc-viiitv 
of  Auiiiil»in  should  lie  fnniiliBr  with  both  the  French  and  Eu)clis!i  laii 
guagea. 

18th.  lliat  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  apeal:  the  English  au'l 
French  languages. 

I9th.  That  all  debts  contr»cied  by  the  Pniviai..nal  Government  of  the 
Territory  ..f  ihe  Xi.rtli-Wrsf.  M<,«-  ™Il,-.l  A^.ii.jh,,;,,,  jii  ,-..iie^L..,tR-„c.  ■■Iilif 
illegal  and  inconaiderate  mesRurea  adopted  by  Canadian  officials  to  brin^ 
about  a  civil  war  in  our  Tuidst,  be  paid  out  of  the  Dominion  Treasury,  and 
that  ntme  of  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Government  or  any  of  thoK 
acting  under  them  be  in  any  way  held  liable  or  responaihle  with  regard  lu 
the  movement,  or  any  of  the  actions  which  led  to  the  |>rBaent  negotiationi. 

20th.  That  in  view  of  the  (ireaent  exceptional  position  of  Aaainiboia 
duties  upon  goods  importud  into  the  province  shall,  except  in  the  case  uF 
spirituous  liquors,  continue  as  at  present  for  at  least  three  years  from  th# 
date  of  our  entering  the  Confederation,  and  for  such  further  time  as  may 
elapse,  until  there  be  uninterrupted  railroad  communication  between 
Winnipeg  and  St.  Paul,  and  alno  steam  communication  between  Winnipeg 
and  Lake  Superior. 

The  delegates,  having  takeu  their  departure,  for  Ottawa, 
the  council  of  the  Provisional  Government  ended  their  first 
session  on  the  26th  March,  and  adjourned  until  the  26th 
April,  and  the  following  were  some  of  the  principal  resolu- 
tions adopted ; 

1st.  That  we,  the  people  of  Astiniboia,  without  disregard  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  under  whose  authority  we  live,  have  deemed  it  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  life  and  property,  and  the  securing  of  those  rights  and 
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privileges  which  we  are  entitled  to  enjoy  as  British  subjects,  and  which 
rights  snd  privileges  we  have  seen  in  danger,  to  form  a  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment, which  is  the  only  acting  authority  in  this  country  ;  and  we  do- 
hereby  ordain  and  establish  the  following  cc»n8titution  : — 

2nd.  That  the  country  hitherto  known  as  Rui)ert's  Land  and  the  North 
West,  be  henceforth  known  and  styled  **  Assiniboia." 

3rd.  That  our  assembly  of  representatives  be  henceforth  styled  **Thu 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Assiniboia." 

4th.  That  all  legislative  authority  be  vested  in  a  IVesident  and  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  composed  of  members  elected  by  the  people  ;  and  that 
at  any  future  time  another  house  called  a  Senate  shall  be  established,  when 
deemed  necessary,  by  the  Preddent  and  the  Legislature. 

5th.  That  the  only  qualification  necessary  for  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  be,  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  ;  that  he  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  Assiniboia  for  a  term  of  at 
least  five  years  ;  that  he  shall  be  a  householder,  and  have  ratable  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  £200  sterling,  and  that,  if  an  alien,  he  shall  have 
first  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Riel  then  took  the  following  oath  as  President : — "  I,  Louis 
Riel,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  fulfil,  to 

the  best  of  my  ability,  my  duties  as  President  of  the  Provis- 
ional Government,  proclaimed  on  the  24th  November,  18()9, 
and  also  all  the  duties  which  may  become  connected  with  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Assini- 
boia, as  they  may  hereafter  be  defined  by  the  voice  of  the 
people." 

The  effect  of  closing  the  stores  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany at  Fort  Garry  was  now  being  felt  by  the  whole  settle- 
ment, and  business  was  more  or  less  paralyzed  by  it.  There 
was  little  money  in  circulation,  and  only  a  limited  market  for 
the  produce  of  the  settlers,  who  were  much  inconvenienced  by 
the  general  stagnation  of  affairs.  Negotiations  were  there- 
fore opened  for  a  resumption  of  business  by  the  company, 
and  the  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Riel  to  Governor 
Mactavish ; — 
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To  Wtiluini  Mncwrish,  6uTemi>r  of  the   Hudson's  Bajr  Comjianii  m  ihd 
Surtli-West  :— 

Sui — In  reference  to  oar  inteirjewa  reganliog  the  aStire  of  tlw  Hud- 
«on's  Bn;  Ciimpitn^  in  this  countrj,  I  hiive  the  honor  to  SMUte  joa  ibil 
my  grtnt  lieeire  is  to  «{ien,  lui  soon  at  pomihie,  in  the  intereata  «l  lh«  p*o- 
pl«,  free  and  undisturbed,  the  commerce  uf  the  countiy. 

The  people,  in  rallying  themwlvea  tn  the  PrnviHifinftl  Gnvenuntnl  *i<li 
uu&itimity,  {U'esoribe  lo  c«ch  of  uh  nur  rmpectivo  ctinduct. 

The  Pruvisi'miJ  Gnveniiiifnt.  catflbiisjicd  u|H.'n  the  prineifilc  u(  ju''''* 
•nd  rvsuHiii,  trilt  fulfil  it*  work. 

By  the  ttcbiou  of  tlip  IliidBun's  Biiy  Ci'inpnny.  ila  cuniDicn:iiiI  inWtB* 
may  be  s  iv«l  ta  a  curlniu  u»li.-iit.  but  tliit  is  oiitirrly  fur  your  cunodt* 
tion,  and  dejiunds  ujion  the  couijinriy  itaulf,  I  have  luul  the  honiir  I" '«" 
yuu  that  arrangeuienta  were  possible,  and  the  foUuwiug  are  the  V- 
ditiiua  ;— 

lat.  That  the  whole  of  the  company  in  the  North-Wi>at  shall  recodUV 
tht<  Pnitisiunal  Government. 

2lni    Thnt  you.   in  the  nnnic  of  the  Hudson's  Bny  ComjiBny.  dv  ifirt*       i 
to  lonn  the  Provisional  Government  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pi>uaii> 
sterling. 

3rd.  That  o.i  demand,  by  the  PmviBional  Giivernnient,  in  esse  arrange- 
ments with  Canada  should  be  opi>osed,  jou  di>  guarantee  a  aupplemeiit  •■f 
two  thousand  {rounds  slerling  Ut  the  above-mentioned  sum. 

4th.  That  there  shall  be  granted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  for 
the  support  of  lliB  present  military  force,  goods  and  provisions  to  the  value 
of  four  thousand  jiounds  sterling,  at  current  prices. 

5th.  That  the  Hudson's  ftny  Company  do  immediately  put  into  cirtii- 
lation  their  billa. 

6th.  That  the  Provisional  Government  shall  also  retain  an  additionil 
specified  quantity  of  goods  in  the  store  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

In  accepting  the  above  conditions,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  will  be 
allowed  to  resume  ita  business  under  the  protection  of  the  Provisional 
Government. 

Fort  Garry  will  be  open  :  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  being  the  seat  of 
government,  a  small  guard  of  fifty  men  will  be  retained. 

Only  the  buildings  at  present  occupied  by  the  government  will  be  re- 
served for  government  purposes. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  conditions  which  the  situation  imposes  upon  os. 
I  have  a  duty  to  perform  from  which  I  shall  not  retrcftt.      1  sm  avire 
that  you  fully  possess  the  knowledge  of  your  duty,  and  I  trust  that  your 
decision  will  be  favorable. 

Allow  me  here  to  express  my  deep  feeling  of  sympathy  for  you  in  your 
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o<  Mitiiiued  illness,  and  to  sincerely  trust  that  your  health  may  be  speedily 
r*:?8tored. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

Louis  Riel, 

President 
Government  House,  Fort  Garry, 
March  28th,  1870. 

An  agreement  was  arrived  at  on  the  2nd  April,  between 
Cioveriior  Mactavish  and  Riel,  and  terms  agreed  upon  by  which 
t*he  keys  of  the  several  warehouses  in  Fort  Garry  were  hand- 
^1  over  to  the  company,  who,  however,  only  opened  their 
stores  for  business  on  the  27th,  as  it  required  the  intermediate 
time  to  regulate  their  affairs  after  the  shock  they  had  sustain- 
ed. On  the  9th  April,  the  company  granted  bills  of  exchange 
on  London,  but  the  supply  of  notes  for  the  purposes  of  cur- 
rency being  small,  they  afterwards  issued  a  number,  printed 
on  a  very  inferior  quality  of  paper,  the  following  being  the 
wording :— 

No. One  Pound  Sterling.  No 

On  demand,  I  promise  to  pay  the  bearer,  at  Fort  Garry,  the  sum  of 
One  Pound  Sterling,  in  a  Bill  of  Exchange  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, London. 

Dated  at  Fort  Garry,  this  day  of  1870. 

J.  II.  Mactavish. 
For  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Thus  business  affairs  in  the  settlement  began  to  move  more 
satisfactorily  than  they  had  done  for  many  months,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  unimportant  incidents,  the  feeling 
among  the  people  generally  quieted  down. 

Early  in  April,  Riel  had  issued,  in  printed  form,  the  follow- 
ing proclamations. 
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OOVEHSMKNT  HOCME, 

Fort  G*iirt,  AiirilTUi,  lO. 
To  Ilie  itihabilMiU  of  tho  N»rCh  &111I  the  North-Weal;. 

FeLLow-CocSTBVuns— You  ure  n-unre,  dimbtlew.  botli  uf  lli«»tTi<«ot 
ev«nlii  which  have  taken  )>lAce  nt  Red  River,  And  hecomo  luvoufilulieit 
fitctB,  nnd  of  the  cnuscs  wtiitih  hnve  brought  ihem  sbuut. 

YiHi  know  hiiw  we  atopixjtl  nnd  mmducted.  bitct  to  the  fruutMr  «  Onrw- 
ni't  whom  Cwiiids— Ml  EiigliHii  coluny  iike  uurselves — iutiorinjt  nuf  »«pi' 
rations,  and  our  oii>tt«iice  as  a  ptsople,  forgettiuj;  the  rigbta  of  lutUnus 
and  our  rights  aa  Brilish  aubjectx— sought  U>  iinpuae  upon  ua  withnul 
coDsiddng  or  oTen  luitifying  ua. 

Vnu  know  ulsu,  Chat  having  bean  abanduned  by  imr  own  governnieDt. 
which  had  aold  its  title  to  this  country,  wc  aaw  the  neceaaily  ■>(  mcotin^ 
in  council  nnd  reci^iiiEing  the  aiithnritj  of  a  Pnirisinnal  UnTomniiinl. 
whidi  wae  i>n>c]ainioil  on  tho  8th  December,   I86II. 

.\fter  many  ditttculttm  rniaed  n^ninal  it  by  the  partiiinnB  -f  CaiuuU.  luiJ 
tho  Hudaon's  Bay  C»in[uiny,  thiti  Provisional  Govemmeut  ta  tn-day  mwdar 
of  tho  situfttiim - becimsf  the  trli-.le  penpie  of  the  col..,iy  havL- ft'li  llje 
necessity  of  union  and  C(mc()nl— because  we  have  always  professed  out 
nationality  as  British  subjects,  and  because  our  army,  though  small.  h»» 
always  sufficed  to  hold  high  iliu  noble  standnrd  of  liberty  and  of  country. 

Xot  only  has  the  Provisiciiial  Goveminent  succeeded  in  restoring  order 
and  pocifyinK  the  country,  but  it  has  inaugurated  very  advantngeous 
negotiations  with  the  Canadian  Governnieut.  nnd  with  the  HudsonV  Buy 
Cotupany.  Vou  will  he  duly  informed  of  the  results  of  theae  n^olia- 
tioiis. 

People  of  the  Nurth  and  uf  the  North- West !  You  have  not  been  Btnmg- 
erh  cither  to  the  cause  for  which  wu  havu  fooijht  or  ta  our  affections.  Dis- 
tjince  not  indifference  hn.--  seiKi  rated  us. 

Y<iur  brethren  at  Red  River,  in  working  out  the  mission  which  God 
assigned  them,  feel  that  ihey  are  not  acting  fur  theuisclves  alone,  aod 
that  if  their  position  has  given  them  the  glory  of  triumph,  the  vict'irj 
will  he  valued  only  in  bo  far  as  you  share  their  Joy  and  their  liberty. 
The  winning  of  their  rights  will  possess  value  in  their  eyes  only  if  you 
clatni  those  rights  with  them. 

^^'e  possess  to-day,  without  partition,  almost  the  half  uf  a  continent. 
Tile  expulsion  or  annihilation  of  the  invaders  has  rendered  our  land  natal 
to  its  children  scatt«red  throughout  this  vast  and  rich  country,  but 
united  to  a  man  —  what  matters  distance  to  ua  since  we  arc  all  brethren, 
and  are  acting  for  the  common  good  1 

Rec<^nizuil  by  all  classes  of  the  )>eop1e.  the  government  reposes  npoD 
the  gond  will  and  union  of  the  inhabitants. 
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Irs  duty  in  otticially  informing  you  of  the  political  changes  ettected 
•4inung  us,  is  to  reassure  you  for  the  future.  Its  hope  is  that  the  people 
^*f  the  North  will  show  themselves  worthy  of  their  brethren  in  Red 
Hiver. 

Still  the  government  fears  that  from  a  misapprehension  of  its  views, 
the  people  of  the  North  and  of  the  North-West,  influenced  by  evil-in- 
tentioned  strangers  may  commit  excesses  fitted  to  compromise  the  public 
safety.  Hence  it  is  that  the  President  of  the  Provisional  Government 
deems  it  his  duty  to  urge  ui>on  all  those  who  desire  the  public  good,  and 
the  prosperity  of  their  country,  to  make  the  fact  known  and  understood  by 
all  those  half-breeds  or  Indians  who  might  wish  to  take  advantage  of  this 
so-called  time  of  disorder  to  foment  trouble,  that  the  true  state  of  public 
affairs  is  order  and  peace. 

The  government  esUiblished  on  justice  and  retison  will  never  permit 
disorder,  and  those  who  are  guilty  of  it  shall  not  go  unpunished.  It 
must  not  be  that  a  few  mischievous  individuals  should  compromise  the 
interests  of  the  whole  people. 

People  of  the  North  and  of  the  North- West  I  This  message  is  a  mes- 
sage of  [>eace.  War  has  long  enough  threatened  the  colony.  Long 
enough  have  we  been  in  arms  to  protect  the  country  and  restore  order, 
disturbed  by  evil-doers  and  scoundrels. 

Our  country,  so  happily  surrounded  by  Providence  with  natural  and 
almost  insuperable  barriers,  invites  us  to  unite. 

After  the  crisis  through  which  we  have  pMissed,  all  feel  more  than  ever 
that  they  seek  the  same  interests — that  they  aspire  to  the  same  rights — 
that  they  are  members  of  the  same  family. 

We  hope  that  you  also  will  feel  the  need  of  rallying  round  the  Provis- 
ional Government  to  support  and  sustain  it  in  its  work. 

By  order  of  the  President, 

Louis  Schmidt, 

Asst,  8ec*y  of  SUite, 

The  above  proclamation  was  widely  circulated  among  the 
half-breed  traders  and  hunters,  and  Indian  tribes  throughout 
the  interior,  and  on  the  9th,  Riel  issued  the  following  to  the 
people  of  Red  River : — 

PROCLAMATION. 

TO   THE   PEOPLE   OF  THE    NORTH-WEST. 

Let  the  Assembly  of  twenty-eight  representatives,  which  met  on  the 
9th  March,  be  dear  to  the  people  of  Red  River  !     That  assembly  has 
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ahown  itself  wortliy  of  great  cunfidaiice.  It  has  worked  in  unli>n.  TL' 
uiembera  devoted  themselves  to  the  public  interests,  and  ;ieliled  vnlv  1" 
■entiiuenta  of  good-will,  duty  and  feneroeity.  Thanks  to  that  unlile  fti- 
duct,  public  authority  is  nc-w  xtrciiig.  That  streagth  will  be  en){ilDyt^  U 
■usCaiii  and  protect  the  people  of  the  country. 

To-day  the  Oovemmeiit  pardcna  ail  those  whom  political  diflarencnW 
astray  only  for  a  time.  Aiimeiity  will  be  generously  accorded  tnillilii"' 
who  will  aubmit  to  the  Govomiuent  ;  who  will  diBCuuntcnaitcc  or  inluru 
agaiuat  dangerous  gatherings. 

From  this  day  forth,  the  publii;  highways  are  open.  i 

Tlie  Hudsrin's  Bay  Company  can  now  resume  buainesh.  Thetaselin 
contributing  to  the  public  ijixid,  they  circulate  their  money  u  uf  oil 
They  pledge  theniaelve*  to  that  course. 

The  atteatioD  of  the  Government  a  also  directed  very  speciillj  tu  lit* 
northeru  part  of  the  country,  in  -order  that  trade  there  may  not  receivf 
any  serious  check,  and  puace  iii  the  Indian  districts  may  thereby  be  til 
the  more  securely  maintained. 

The  disastrous  war,  which  at  otie  time  threatened  us.  has  left  aman^  ot 
fenrs  Hnd  vdriiHw  df]ilur«ble  results.     But  l^t  tin-   pf^i,!,;  f^rl  r,..--i:T-l- 

Elevated  by  the  grace  of  Providence,  and  the  suflragea  of  my  felio"- 
citizens  to  the  highest  position  in  the  government  if  my  country.  I  ptu- 
claini  that  peace  reigns  in  our  midst  this  day.  The  Government  willuie 
every  precaution  to  prevent  this  jieace  from  being  disturbed. 

While  internally  all  is  thus  returning  to  order,  externally  also  iiianers 
are  looking  favorable.  Canada  invites  the  Red  River  people  to  an  amic- 
able arraiigemenl.  She  ofien  to  guarantee  ua  our  righta,  and  to  give  lu 
a  place  in  the  Confederation  equal  to  that  of  any  other  province. 

Identified  with  the  Provisiimal  Government,  our  national  will,  bated 
upon  justice,  shall  be  respected. 

Happy  country,  to  have  escaped  many  misfortunes  that  were  prepared 
lor  her  I  In  seeing  her  children  on  the  point  of  war,  she  recoUects  ihe 
old  friendships  which  used  to  bind  them,  and  by  the  ties  of  the  suue 
patriotism,  she  has  re-unite<l  them  again  for  the  sake  of  preserving  their 
lives,  their  liberties,  and  their  happinesx. 

Let  us  remain  united,  and  we  shall  lie  happy.  With  strength  of  unitf 
we  shall  retain  prosperity. 

O  my  fellow-countrymen,  without  distinction  of  language,  or  withoui 
diHtinction  of  creed — keep  my  words  in  your  heart  !  If  ever  the  time 
should  unhappily  come,  when  another  diviaion  should  t^ke  |>lace  amongst 
us,  such  as  foreigners  heretofore  sought  to  create,  that  will  be  the  signal 
for  !ill  the  disasters  which  we  have  had  the  happiness  to  avoid. 

In  order  to  prevent  siniilar  caUmities.  the  Government  will  treat  with 
all  the  severity  of  the  law  th<^e  who  will  dare  again   to  compromise  (he 
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^od  of  Nations  relying  on  these  fundamental  moral  principles,  solemnly 
declare,  in  the  names  of  our  constituents,  and  in  our  own  names,  before 
<iod  and  man,  that  from  the  day  on  which  the  Government  we  had  always 
re8pecte<l  abandoned  uk,  by  transferring  to  a  strange  power  the  sacred 
authority  contided  to  it,  the  jieople  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North - 
West  became  free  and  exempt  from  all  allegiance  to  the  said  Govern- 
ment. 

2nd.  That  we  refuse  to  recognize  the  authority  of  Canada,  which  pre- 
tends to  have  a  right  to  coerce  us,  and  impose  upon  us  a  des|K)tic  form  of 
tfovemment,  still  more  contrary  to  our  rights  and  interests  as  British  sub- 
jects than  was  that  Government  to  which  we  had  subjected  ourselves 
thn>ugh  necessity  up  to  a  certain  date. 

3rd.  That  by  sending  an  expedition  on  the  1st  November  ult.,  charged 
to  drive  l>aGk  Mr.  William  McDougall  and  his  companions,  coming  in  the 
name  of  Canada  to  rule  us  with  the  rod  of  despotism,  without  a  previous 
notification  to  that  effect,  we  have  acted  conformably  to  that  sacred  right 
which  commands  every  citizen  to  offer  energetic  opposition  to  prevent  his 
eountry'being  enslaved. 

4th.  That  we  continue,  and  shall  continue,  to  oppose,  with  all  our 
strength,  the  establishing  of  the  Canadian  authority  in  our  country  under 
the  anncmnced  form.  And  in  case  of  persistence  on  the  {mrt  of  the  Cana- 
dian Government  to  enforce  its  obnoxious  ]>olicy  upon  us  by  force  of 
amis,  we  protest  beforehand  against  such  an  unjust  and  unlawful  course  ; 
and  we  declare  the  said  Canadian  Government  responsible  before  God  and 
men  for  the  innumerable  evils  which  may  be  caused  by  so  unwarrantable 
a  course.  Be  it  know^n,  therefore,  to  the  world  in  general,  and  to  the 
Canaclian  Government  in  ])articu1ar,  that  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
successfully  defended  our  country  in  freipient  wars  with  the  neighboring 
triboM  of  Indian.H,  who  are  now  on  friendly  relations  with  us,  we  are 
firmly  resolved  in  future,  not  less  than  in  the  ]>ast,  to  re])el  all  invasions 
fri»m  whatsoever  quarters  they  may  come. 

And,  furthermore,  we  do  declare  and  proclsim,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-West,  that  \\'e  have,  on  the  said  24th  of 
N<»vember.  1809,  above  mentioned,  established  a  provisional  government, 
and  hold  it  to  be  the  only  and  lawful  authority  now  in  existence  in 
Rupert's  Land  an<l  the  North-West  which  claims  the  obedience  and  resiHJct 
of  the  people. 

That  meanwhile  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  enter  into  such  nego- 
tiationx  with  the  Canadian  (vovernment  as  may  be  favorable  for  the  good 
government  and  prosj>erity  of  this  ])eople. 

In  Hupjiort  of  this  declaraticm,  relying  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, we  mutually  pledge  ourselves  on  oath,  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and 
our  sacred  honor  to  each  other. 
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thf  liupe  thttt  hia  hualth  might  bo  reat<>red  hy  a  tliwiif^  ol 
climate.     A  number  of  people  went  to  the  landins.  t«  aeeliMOB 
off,  fliui  a  short  time  before  the  hour  of  starting  tlie  Govfttnor  | 
drove  ilowii  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  aiid  there  aUffhteJ,  tfiag 
asaisteil  by  Mr.  Hargi-ave,  his  Secretaiy,  and  Mr.  J,  H.  Mc- 
Tavish.  the  accountant  of  the  Fort     All  were  shocked  at  lli* 
feeble   appearance   of  the  good  old  man,  reduced  aa  lie 
almost  to  a  skeleton.     Resting  on  hia  walking  sticJt,  he  tott^;^ 
ed  slowly  toward  the  steamer,  every  now  and  again  casting 
hJH  eyes  ai'ouud  as  if  bidding  farewell  to  the  scenes  of  so  mauy 
years  of  labor.    All  were  deeply  touched  at  the  sight,  and  it  wm 
not  many  dayu  until  they  were  called  upon  to  mourn  his  loK, 
for  (lovernor  MactnWsh  only  lived  two  days  after  hia  arri'.'il 
in  Liv..T[,o..l. 

On  the  17th  June,  Rev.  Mr.  Richot,  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Ottawa,  arrived  at  Fort  Garry,  and  on  the  24th  met  a 
special  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Provisional 
Goveminent,  and  on  presenting  the  Manitoba  Act,  as  passed  bj' 
the  Parliament  of  Canada,  it  was  formally  accepted  by  the  re- 
presentatives on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Red  River. 
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On  the  8th  July,  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Scott  returned  to  the  settle- 
ment, but  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  arrival,  further  than  a 
short  paragraph  in  the  i^ew  Nation,  announcing  the  fact. 
Judge  Black  did  not  return  to  Red  River,  and  Dr.  Cowan,  who 
was  the  H.  B.  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  Garry  during  the 
troubles,  took  his  departure  for  Scotland,  on  the  31st  of  May, 
v\2l  York  Factory. 

Matters  now  progressed  without  excitement,  and  the  French 
half-breeds  returning  to  their  homes  and  usual  avocations, 
Kiel  and  a  few  of  his  immediate  followers  were  left  almost 
alone  at  Fort  Garry. 

On  the  20th  July,  Captain  Butler  arrived  in  the  settlement, 
being  the  bearer  of  the  following  Proclamation,  the  printing 
and  circulation  of  which  was  superintended  by  Riel : — 

To  THB  Loyal  Inhabitants  of  Manftoba  : — 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  having  determined  upon  stationing  some 
troops  amongst  you,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Lieu  tenant-General 
commanding  in  British  North  America,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Garry  with  the 
force  under  my  command. 

Our  mission  is  one  of  peace,  and  tlie  sole  object  of  the  expedition  is  to 
secure  Her  Majesty's  Sovereign  authority. 

Courts  of  Law,  such  us  are  common  to  every  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Empire,  will  be  duly  established  and  justice  will  be  impartially  adminis- 
tered to  all  races  and  to  all  classes— the  loyal  Indians  or  half-breeds  being 
as  dear  to  our  Queen  as  any  others  of  Her  loyal  subjects. 
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The  force  (rhicb  I  hitve  the  hi.in<)r  nf  comiiianding  will  u&l«  jmitrto' 
vJDCU.  repreacDtinK  no  pitrtf,  either  in  religion  or  politics,  nod  Hillifuri 
equal  prot«c(ioD  to  the  lives  nnd  yropertj  of  all  raoes  and  of  >U  crrtAr. 

The  HtrictnAt  order  and  discipliiiu  «-ill  be  nuintained,  and  inintf  pn- 
pertj  will  be  carefully  respected.  All  supplies  furnished  by  the  inbinl- 
Hnta  to  the  troops,  »il]  lie  duly  paid  for,  Shi.iuld  any  one  cnnsidCT lim- 
self  injured  by  any  individual  attached  to  the  force,  hu  grieTinfts  i^ 
be  promptly  incittired  into. 

A]l  loynl  people  are  eamestlj-  Invited  to  nid  nie  in  canying  u 
abore  mentioned  objects. 

E.  J.   WoiSELtt. 
Colonel  Commandiitg  Rid  Hint  f 

Lieutenant-tienerul  Lindsay,  however,  wished  to  alt*'r  tl» 
above,  but  liis  letter  did  not  arrive  till  after  the  docuinentwil 
iasuiid.     The  following  is  the  Geuei'al's  letter  on  the  subject 

Clifton  Hoi-se.  Cunoif, 

July  nth,  1?> 
Mt  Lord — Colonel  Woleeley,  commanding  tlie  expeditionttry  fone  <• 
rcfidt  to  Fort  Garry,  has  transmitted  to  you  a  MOitary  Proclamali'in  »^ 
dre«ied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Manitoba,  which  will  be  forwanle  1  tc  jun  iv 
Winnipeg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reijuesC  that  before  issuint;  it  yoo  wiU  hkre  tli> 
goodneu  to  eraae  the  pHragm^ik  in  which  the  English  tramdation  nin- 
mences  with  the  words,  "  Courts  of  Law," — and  terminates  with  those  it 
"  Her  loyal  subjects." — legal  affaire  being  altogether  within  the  functi^ 
of  the  ciril  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.    LlNDMAV. 

Lieut*  naiit-Gtntni 
Contmai\diiig  E.M.  Forces  in  brUidt  yorfh  Jwrini 
RioHT  Rbv.  Bikbop  Tachb, 
Fort  Carry. 

The  issuing  of  the  Pi-oclamation  by  Biel,  was  done,  it  ap- 
pears, without  consulting  Mr.  W.  B.  O'Donohue,  whose  FeniftD- 
American  proclivities  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  uear 
approach  of  British  rule  in  the  country,  so  he  indited  the  fol- 
lowing clmracteriatic  letter  to  the  New  Nation  : — 
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n  under  my  hand  at  Lower  Fort  Garry,  this  9th  day  of  December, 

J.  S.  Dennis, 
Lieuteiuint  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace  tn  and 
for  the  North- West  Territoiies. 

)  days  after  issuing  the  above  proclamation,  Colonel 
9  left  Lower  Fort  Garry  to  rejoin  Mr.  McDougall  at  Pem- 
ind  the  latter,  finding  that  all  efforts  to  gain  admission 
le  settlement  had  failed,  packed  up  his  baggage  and  took 
parture  on  the  18th  December  for  Canada. 
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poi-tant  mission,    the  auccesBful  fulHlmt^nt    of    which  aecaivd 
the  transfer  of   the  North-Weat  to  Canada,  not  only  without  ■ 
l>loodshed.  but  also  with  the  concurrence  and  friendly  feelings 
of  the  whole  people. 

■Ottawa,  12th  April.  l«7ft 
"  The  Hon.  Josiiph  Howe : — 

■'  R«cr<^'tary  of  Stat*"  for  the  Provincps. 
"  Ottawa. 

"  SlH^In  pursuance  of  the  coiniilisaion  ctHifided  to  taf  by  \ 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  Oeneral,  m  relation  to  the  uStin  ■ 
of  the  North- West  Teriitories,  I  ad<lressed  you  from  tjmi;  to  i 
tiiue  during  iny  residence  within  Foi-t  GaiTy,  a  correspondmn  ' 
carried  on  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  will  Kf-  i 
pL'iir  from  tin-  n-port  I  liiivf-  now  thv  lioiior  to  sniuiiit. 

"  Leaving  Ottawa  on  the  13th  December  last,  I  reached  St 
Cloud,  the  terminus  of  railway  communication,  on  the  17th, 
continuing  on  the  same  day  by  stage,  and  arri^■ing  at  Aber- 
crombie  on  the  evening  of  the  19th.  Here  we  had  to  abandon 
wheeled  carriages,  and  procuring  a  aleigh,  after  a  couple  of 
hours  rest,  we  resumed  the  journey,  and  on  the  afternoon  ot 
the  Slst  met  Hon,  Mr.  McDougall  and  party,  about  thirty 
miles  beyond  Georgetown.  From  him  I  learned  how  serious 
the  aspect  of  affairs  had  latterly  become  at  Red  River ;  and 
pushing  on,  we  got  to  Pembina  about  11  p.m.  of  the  24tli, 
and  to  Fort  Garry  on  the  27th. 

"  The  gate  of  the  fort  we  found  open,  but  guarded  by  several 
armed  men  who.  on  my  desiring  to  be  shown  to  Goverow 
Mactavish's  house,  requested  me  to  wait  till  they  could  com- 
municate with  their  chief.  In  a  short  time  Mr.  Louis  Biel 
appeared.  I  announced  my  name ;  he  said  he  had  heard  of 
my  arrival  at  Pembina,  and  was  about  to  send, off  a  party  to 


REPORT  OF   SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER   SMITH.  491 

bring  me  in.  I  then  accompanied  him  to  a  room  occupied  by 
ten  or  a  dozen  men,  whom  he  introduced  to  me  as  members  of 
the  "  Provisional  Government."  He  requested  to  know  the 
purport  of  my  visit,  to  which  I  replied  in  substance,  that  I 
was  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but  also  held 
a  commission  from  the  Canadian  Government  to  the  people  of 
Red  River,  and  would  be  prepared  to  show  n^y  credentials  so 
soon  as  they,  the  people,  were  willing  to  receive  me.  I  was 
then  asked  to  take  an  oath  not  to  attempt  to  leave  the  fort 
that  night,  nor  to  upset  their  government,  legally  established. 
This  request  I  peremptorily  refused  to  comply  with,  but  said 
that,  being  very  tired,  I  had  no  desire  to  go  outside  the  gate 
that  night,  and  promised  to  take  no  immediate  steps  forcibly 
to  upset  the  so-called  "  Provisional  Government,"  "  legal  or 
illegal,  as  it  might  be,  without  first  announcing  my  intention 
to  do  so,"  Mr.  Riel  taking  exception  to  the  word  illegal,  while 
I  insisted  on  retaining  it.  Mr.  O'Donohue,  to  get  over  the 
difiiculty,  remarked :  "  That  is  as  he,"  (meaning  myself,)  "  un- 
derstands it,"  to  which  I  replied,  "  Precisely  so."  The  above 
explanation  I  am  the  more  particular  in  giving,  as  it  has  been 
reported  that  I  at  once  acknowledged  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment to  be  legal.     Neither  then  nor  afterwards  did  I  do  so. 

"  I  took  up  my  quarters  in  one  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
Hudson  8  Bay  Company's  officers,  and  from  that  date  until  to- 
wards the  close  of  February,  was  virtually  a  prisoner  within 
the  fort,  although  with  pennission  to  go  outside  the  walls,  for 
exercise,  accompanied  by  two  armed  guards,  a  privilege  of 
which  I  never  availed  myself. 

"  All  my  oflicial  papers  had  been  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Pro- 
vencher,  at  Pembina,  as  I  had  been  warne^l  that,  if  found  in 
my  possession,  they  would  unquestionably  be  seized,  as  were 
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those  brought  into  the  settlement  shortly  after  tty  tin-  Rev. 
Mr.  Thi1)ault  and  Colonel  de  Salaberry. 

"  The  Htate  of  matters  at  this  time,  in  &nd  aroQlkd  FottOany, 
was  moet  unsatisfactory,  and  truly  humiliating.  Upwanibi  ot 
mzty  British  subjects  were  heM  in  close  continement  as  "  poK- 
tieal  pritioners ; "  security  for  persons  or  property,  theiv  wax 
none;  the  fort,  with  its  large  supplies  of  Ammunition,  prc- 
viaions,  iind  stores  of  all  kinds,  was  in  the  possession  of  a  few 
hundred  French  half-breeds,  whose  leaders  had  declared  thrir 
determiiintion  to  use  every  etfort  for  t)ie  purpose  of  amiexing 
i^e  Tenitory  to  the  United  States;  and  the  (JovemorfliiH 
Cooncil  of  Assiniboia  were  powerless  to  enforce  the  law. 

"  On  the  Gth  January,  I  saw  Mr.  Riel,  and  soon  came  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  no  good  could  arise  from  entering  into  any 
negotiations  with  his  "  Council,"  even  were  we  to  admit  their 
authority,  which  I  was  not  prepared  to  do.  We  learnt  that 
on  the  13th,  the  Urand-Vicar  Thibault  and  Colonel  de  Sala- 
berry  appeared  before  the  "  President  and  Council  of  tlif 
People,"  when  some  explanations  and  comphments  were  ex- 
changed, after  which  the  Very  Rev.  gentleman  and  his  associ- 
ate were  politely  bowed  out  and  lost  sight  of. 

■•  Meantime  we  had  frequent  visits  in  the  Fort  from  some  of 
the  most  influential  and  most  reliable  men  in  the  settlement, 
who  gladly  made  known  to  the  people  generally  the  liberal 
intentions  of  the  Canadian  Government,  and,  in  consequence, 
one  after  another  of  Kiel's  councillors  seceded  from  him,  and 
being  joined  by  their  friends,  and  by  many  of  their  corap&riota 
and  co-religionists,  who  had  throughout  held  aloof  from  the 
insurgents,  they  determined  no  longer  to  submit  to  his  dicta- 
tion. This  change  evidently  had  a  marked  effect  on  Kiel, 
causing  him  to  alter  his  tactics  and  to  profesfi  a  desire  for  an 
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aocomniodatioii  with  Canada :  accordingly,  on  the  14th  Janu- 
ary, he  called  on  nie,  informed  nie  that  he  had  seen  Messra. 
Thibault  and  De  Salaberry,  whose  instructions  did  not  author- 
ize them  to  give  assurances  that  the  people  would  be  secured 

in  possession  of  their  rights  on  entering  into  the  Confedera- 

* 

tion,  their  errand  being  merely  *  to  calm  the  French  half- 
bi'eeds.*  He  then  asked  to  see  my  Commission,  and  on  my 
explaining  that,  owing  entirely  to  the  action  taken  by  him- 
self, it  was  not  in  my  possession,  in  an  excited,  yet  falter- 
ing manner  he  said,  'Yes  I  know,  'tis  a  great  pity,  but  how 
soon  could  you  have  it  ?'  *  Probably  in  five  or  six  days,'  I 
replied.  '  That  is  too  long,  far  too  long,'  he  responded,  and 
then  asked  where  the  documents  were  deposited,  requesting 
at  the  same  time,  a  written  oixler  for  their  delivery  to  his 
messenger.  To  this  I  would  not  accede,  but  on  his  assuring 
me  that  they  would  be  delivered  into  my  hands,  and  that  I 
should  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  communicating  their 
contents  to  the  people,  I  consented  to  send  a  friend  for  them. 
It  was  so  decided,  and  immediately  after  the  messenger  had 
received  his  instructions  from  me,  I  was  placed  under  strict 
arrest,  a  captain's  guard  being  assigned  me,  whose  instruc- 
tions were,  not  to  lose  sight  of  me  for  one  moment  day  or 
night,  and  to  prevent  me  from  communicating  either  verbally 
or  in  writing  with  any  individual.  I  protested,  saying,  'Am 
I  to  consider  myself  a  prisoner  ? '  He  replied,  'Certainly  not, 
I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  honor,  but  circumstances 
demand  this.' 

"  It  was  now  about  1 0  o'clock  and  m^^  messenger  having 
been  marched  out,  I  retired  to  bed,  but  onl^'^  to  be  awakened 
'twixt  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  by 
Mr.  Riel,  who,  with  a  guard,  stood  by  the  bedside  and  again 

EE 


494  HlSTKCr  l)F   THE   NORTH-WEST. 

dentanded  a  written  order   for  the   delivery  of  my   Ijffipial 
Papers,  wKich  I  a^aia  peremptorily  refused  to  give. 

"  The  well-affected  Freuclj  party  became  awan;  of  what  had 
happened,  and.  not  believing  in  Rieln  good  faith,  detennint^ 
to  pi'event  the  papers  from  falling  into  his  hands.  Tbey  got 
together  some  sixty  or  eighty  men,  who  met  my  friend  oii  lii« 
way  IjBck  and  were  eacoildng  him,  when  on  the  18th.  aixiut 
ten  iiiiica  from  the  Fort,  they  were  accosted  by  Kiel  and  sotnr 
of  his  party,  and  hy  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ritchot.  An  Blten»tioti 
took  place,  Kiel  attempted  to  use  his  pistol,  buying.  'He 
would  not  be  taken  alive  in  hie  own  country,'  on  which  a  rt- 
volver  was  levctlled  at  hia  head,  and  Mr.  RIchot,  having  intcr- 
pOHcd,  he  was  unceivmoniously  told  to  stand  aside  and  'not  to 
int-rfr'ri.'  any  fiii-thi/i-  witli  niattei-s  unconnected  with  tiis 
spiritual  duties.'  It  may  be  well  to  note  that  all  those  who 
took  part  in  this  affair  were  Catholics,  and,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  French  half-breetla.  Nothing  more  serious  hap- 
pened at  this  time,  and  the  party  proceeded  together  to  Fort 
Garry,  where  they  arrived  in  the  forenoon.  A  few  minutt^ 
before  they  entered  the  house,  the  \'erj'  Rev.  Mr.  Thibault, 
Pfere  Lestanc  and  Colonel  De  Salaberry,  called  upon  me  and, 
with  the  exception  of  my  guard,  they  were  the  first  indi- 
viduals with  whom  I  was  permitted  to  cbnverse  since  the 
14th.  They  appeared  to  be  much  concerned,  and  said  it  was 
currently  reirorted  1  had  been  endeavoring  to  incite  tlie  dif- 
ferent parties  to  hostile  collisions.  1  repudiated  any  such 
charge,  explaining  that  I  hod  acted  only  in  the  cause  of  peace 
and  order,  and  with  the  desire  of  making  the  people,  both 
French  and  English,  fully  acquainted  with  the  liberal  views  of 
the  Canadian  (Jovernment,  so  that  a  i)eaceful  transfer  of  the 
territory  might  be  effected,  adding  that  1  was  pleased  to  think 
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there  wa«  now  every  likelihoo<l  this  would  speedily  be  accom- 
plished. In  the  meantime,  the  part}'  in  possession  of  my 
papers  entered  the  adjoining  room,  in  which  P^re  Lestanc 
joined  them,  while  Messrs.  Thibault  and  De  Salaberry  went 
outside.  Immediately  after  they  retired,  Mr.  Riel  came  to  me, 
saying  : — *  Your  Commission  is  here ;  but  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  had  no  right  to  have  it.'  I  expressed  satisfaction  that  it 
had  been  brought  in,  and  said,  being  now  in  possession  of  it,  I 
must  be  ivlieved  from  all  restraint,  and  be  permitted  freely  to 
communicate  with  the  people.  He  at  once  removed  the  guard 
and  we  went  up  to  the  party  who  had  just  arrived.  Messrs. 
Riel  and  O'Donoghue,  with  a  few  of  their  friends,  were  pres- 
ent, and  vehemently  protested  against  the  action  now  being 
Uiken,  while  the  ex-councilloi-s  accused  them  of  treason  to  the 
Imperial  Crown,  and  of  using  every  effort  to  bring  about  the 
annexation  of  the  country  to  the  United  States.  Riel  replied, 
*  that  was  only  supposing  the  people  desired  it,  but  that  he 
w^as  willing  the  question  shoukl  l)e  submitted  to  them.*  P^re 
Lestanc  spoke  wannly  in  favor  of  the  '  President,'  who,  he 
said,  had  acted  so  as  to  merit  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen, 
and  begged  them  still  to  place  confidence  in  him.  This  evi- 
dently had  no  effect,  and  ultimately.,  aft^r  a  goo<l  deal  of 
recrimination,  it  was  arranged  that  a  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants from  all  parts  of  the  settlement  should  be  called  for  the 
morrow,  the  IDth,  at  which  the  papers  bearing  on  the  subject 
should  be  read,  a  guard  of  forty  men  remaining  in  the  house 
to  ensure  the  safe-keeping  of  the  documents. 

"  Riel's  men  were  now  falling  away  from  him,  while  the  loy- 
al party  expressed  their  determination  no  longer  to  be  guided 
in  the  matter  either  by  him  or  by  P&re  Lestanc  and  his  associ- 
ates.    They  were  full  of  hope,  and  confident  that  the  follow- 
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ing  day  would  brin^'  with  it  coiiipletc  success  to  the  cause  of 
Canada. 

"  Ijiit«  that  niyht.  I'ti-e  T^jiistanc  paid  thfm  niiotlior  visit, 
which  was  prolouyed  for  eeveial  liours  beyoud  tiii<liiight,  am! 
next  morning  it  n~a«  found  that  a  majority  of  thoBc  who  hsd 
Bece<lE!d  from  Riel,  wore  again  ou  friendly  t«riD»  with  him 
The  hour  for  the  meoUng  havinjj  an-ived,  upwanis  of  a  thou- 
sand pi-ojile  fttt-tiiuled,  and,  dcortiiug  it  of  great  importance  tliat 
tfav  oxplaiintioQS  to  )>c  mndc  uii  tiehalf  of  the  Catiatltaii  (rov- 
eriiiu«^>Ht  should  I>o  faithfully  rendei-ed  to  the  Fi-ench-spmking 
portion  of  the  settlers,  whose  leaden:  liad  studiously  withheld 
from  them  all  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  uiatters  in  con- 
nection with  the  proimaed  transfer  of  the  comitiy.  I  ref]nest- 
ed  Colonel  De  Halaben-y  to  act  aa  interpi-eter,  but  the  Colonel. 
diffident  of  his  own  ability  as  a  translator,  propose*!  Mr  Kiel 
as  interpreter,  and  the  latter  was  appointed  accordingly. 

"At  this  meeting,  and  that  held  the  following  day,  the  read- 
ing of  the  Commission,  the  Queen's  Letter,  and  every  other 
doeutiierit,  wns  contested  with  much  obstinacy,  hut  ultimately 
carried  ;  and  threats  wore  useil  to  myself  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  Chairman,  of  the  Secretary,  Judge  Black,  and 
others,  more  e3]>ecially  by  Mr.  Riel  and  Rev.  Mr.  Lestanc.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting,  I  requested  the  Chaimiau 
and  those  near  him  to  begin  by  insisting  that  all  arms  should 
be  laid  down,  and  that  the  flag  then  flying  (Heur  de  lis  and 
shamrock),  should  be  replaced  by  the  British  ensign ;  this  they 
thought,  would  come  better  at  an  after-stage;  but  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so,  now  lost,  never  i-ecnrred. 

'■  As  is  generally  known,  the  result  of  the  meeting  was  the 
appointment  of  forty  delegates,  twenty  from  either  side,  to 
meet  on  25th  January,  '  With  the  object  of  considering  the 
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subject  of  Mr.  Smith's  Commission,  and  to  decide  what  would 
be  best  for  the  welfare  of  the  country.'  the  English,  as  a  body, 
and  a  large  number  of  the  French,  declaring  their  entire  satis- 
faction with  the  explanations  given,  and  their  earnest  desire 
for  union  with  Canada. 

"  On  the  22nd,  Riel  had  several  conferences  with  the  well- 
affected  French  within  the  fort :  he  was  melted  even  to  tears, 
told  them  how  earnestly  he  desired  an  arrangement  with 
Canada,  and  assured  them  that  he  would  lay  down  his  authoi  - 
ity  immediately  on  the  meeting  of  the  Convention.  They  be- 
lieved him  sincere,  and  although  I  considered  that  their  guard 
in  the  fort  should  not  be  decreiised,  they  held  that  ten  men 
would  be  amply  sufficient  to  leave  while  they  went  to  secure 
their  elections;  the  consequence  was,  that  they  had  hardly 
gone  when  repressive  measures  were  resorted  to,  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  stores,  which  had  hitherto  been  only 
partially  in  their  hands,  were  now  taken  complete  possession 
of  by  Riel. 

**  Efforts  were  made  to  have  the  prisonei*s  released,  but  with- 
out effect. 

*'  The  delegates  met  on  the  25th,  and  continued  in  session  till 
the  10th  Februarv.  On  the  26th,  I  handed  to  their  chairman. 
Judge  Black,  the  documents  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  19th 
and  20th  January,  and,  on  the  27th,  attended  the  Convention 
by  appointment.  I  was  received  with  much  cordiality  by  all 
the  delegates,  explained  to  them  the  views  of  the  Canadian 
Government,  and  gave  assurances  that  on  entering  confedera- 
tion, they  would  be  secured  in  the  possession  of  all  rights, 
privileges,  and  inununities  enjoyed  by  British  subjects  in  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion  :  but  on  being  re(| nested  by  Mr.  Riel  to 
give  an  opinion  regarding  a  certain  '  List  of  Rights.'  prepared 
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Ipy  liis  party  in  December  Uist,  I  declined  to  do  bo,  thinking  it 
bt'tU-r  that  the  jiresent  Convention  should  place  in  uiy  hands  a 
paper  stating;  their  wishes,  bo  which  I  should '  be  happy  to  pive 
8iich  assurances  as  ^  believed  would  be  in  accordanee  with  thi' 
views  of  the  Caiiaiiian  (Jovermnent.'  The  Convention  then  set 
about  the  task  of  pi-epai-ing  a  '  List  of  Ri{;ht«.'  embo<l}'ing  th« 
conditions  on  which  they  would  be  willinp  to  enter  the  con- 
fedei-ation.  While  the  discuHsioii  regarding  this  list  was  gotnt,' 
on.  Mr.  Kiel  called  on  me,  and  asked  if  the  Canadian  Goveni- 
tncnt  would  conecut  to  ri'<?ci\ii  them  as  a  pi-ovince.  My  reply 
was,  that  I  could  not  speak  with  any  decree  of  certainty  on  the 
subject,  as  it  had  not  been  referred  to  when  I  was  at  Ottawa, 
the  intention  then  being  that  the  North-West  should,  in  the 
fii-at  instance,  be  incorporated  under  the  L>oininion  as  a  terri- 
tory ;  but  I  a(ided  that  no  doubt  it  would  become  a  province 
within  two  or  three  years.  On  this,  Mr.  Riel,  with  much  em- 
phasis, exclaimed,  'then  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  not 
safe  yet,'  to  which  I  answered,  '  Mr.  Riel,  that  cannot  in- 
fluence nie  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  U} 
act  as  may  be  requii-ed  of  me  in  my  capacity  as  Canadian 
Commissioner,'  This  was  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  Feb- 
ruary: on  the  following  day,  the  proposition  to  enter  as  n 
province  was  negatived  by  the  Convention,  and  on  the  5th. 
another  motion  directed  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
also  failed  :  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Riel  on  the  latter  occa- 
sion, having  been  violent  in  the  extreme.  The  same  evening, 
Riel  proceeded  to  tiovernor  Mactavish,  who  ha<l  been  danger- 
ously ill  for  many  weeks  back,  and  was  then  barely  able  to  sit 
up,  placed  a  guard  over  him,  and  heaping  reproaches  and  in- 
sult on  him,  declared  that  he  would  have  him  shot  before 
midnight.     Riel  then  sought  out  Dr.  Cowan,  the  officer  in  im- 
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iiir<liatt'  cluir^e  of  KlmI  Kiver  District,  upbraided  him  for  his  . 
j^ei-sistent  opposition  to  '  the  peopJe,'  the  insurgents,  and  de- 
ehirin^  that  his  name  would  go  down  with  infamy  to  poster- 
ity, for  the  part  he  had  taken,  demanded  that  he  would 
immediately  swear  allegiance  to  the  Provisional  Government, 
or  pi-epare  for  death  within  three  hours,  giving  him  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  for  consideration.  The  Doctor  iumiediately  re- 
plied that  he  knew  no  legal  authority  in  the  country  but  that 
of  Great  Britain,  to  which  his  allegiance  Wiis  due,  and  that  he 
would  not  take  the  oath  recjuired  of  him.  He  was  then  seized 
and  put  in  confinement,  along  with  the  prisoners  taken  in 
December  last.  I  was  also  put  under  strict  guard,  but  not 
removed  fix)m  the  house.  Notwithstanding  this,  and  the  pain- 
ful doubt  ci*eated  in  the  minds  of  the  English  members  of  the 
Convention,  as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue,  after  these 
arrests,  the  delegates  again  met  on  the  7th.  On  the  5th,  they 
ha<l  resolved  to  place  in  my  hands,  the  List  of  Rights  they  had 
drawn  up,  which  was  done  at  11  o'clock,  on  the  7th,  with  an 
intimation  that  the  Convention  would  be  glad  to  meet  me  at  1 
o'clock  p.m.,  the  intervening  two  houi-s  being  allowed  me  to 
frame  my  answers.  In  drawing  up  these,  I  was  allowed  no 
reference  to  any  document,  either  written  or  printed,  except 
the  List  of  Rights,  and  a  guaixl  stood  over  me  to  see  that  I 
should  write  nothing  else  than  that  to  be  presented  to  the 
Convention.  I  had  just  finished  writing,  when  Mr.  Riel  and 
his  *  Adjutant-(  Jeneral '  Lupine,  who  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  came  in,  an<l  Riel,  looking  at  the  latter  in  a 
significant  manner,  said,  *  The  answers  to  the  List  of  Rights, 
must  be  simply  yes  or  no.'  On  this,  I  remarked  that  I 
thought  otherwise,  and  would  act  as  circumstances  might  ap- 
pear to  me  to  ixM|uire.     I  then  retired,  and  on  returning  to 
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the  room  a  few  minuU's  later,  found  there  Mr.  Riet  the  lUt. 
Mr.  Thibftult.  and  Colonel  De  Salnbcrry.  We  pniceeded  to- 
gether to  the  Convention,  and  in  wurse  of  eonvenstion.  0>1 
De  S(ilaherr\'  said,  he  woutil  u^ladly  have  come  to  aee  me  V^- 
fojv,  but  could  not,  as  he  '  had  Wen  a  prisoner  throughout. 

"  The  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  as  repoited  in  the  A'"- 
Jl^ation  newspaper  of  the  llth  and  18th  Febniary,  cofnee  oi 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you.  are  sii&- 
cientty  exact,  and  render  it  unnecutsary  for  mc  her«  to  vnia 
into  details.  Suffice  it  to  ttay,  that  a  lar^-  mujonty  of  ih« 
delegates  expi-essed  eutin;  satisfaction  with  the  answers  to 
their  List  of  Rights,  and  professed  cootideuce  in  the  CanadJAii 
Goveniuient,  to  which  I  invited  them  to  send  dele^tes,  with 
till-  view  of  effecting  n  s]>ee-ly  transfer  nf  the  territory  U-  tli- 
Dominion,  an  invitation  received  with  acclamation,  and  unani- 
mously accepted,  as  will  appear  by  resolution  hereto  annexed. 
along  with  the  List  of  Rights,  and  my  answer  to  the  samf. 
The  delagates  named  were  John  Black.  Est).,  Recorder :  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Richot.  and  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Scott,  a  good  deal  of  op- 
position having  been  offered  to  the  election  of  the  last-nanit^i 
of  the  three. 

"  The  pi-oceedings  of  the  Convention  came  to  a  close  on  the 
10th  Febniary,  by  the  nomination  of  a  Provisional  Govern- 
ntent,  in  the  formation  of  which  several  delegates  declined  to 
take  any  part.  Governor  Mactaviah.  Dr.  Cowan,  and  two  or 
three  other  iTeiiions,  were  then  released,  and  the  Hudson's  Buy 
Company  s  officers  again  allowed  to  come  and  go  at  pleasure, 
but  I  was  still  confined  to  the  fort:  Riel,  as  he  expressly 
stateil  to  Judge  Black,  being  apprehensive  of  my  influence 
with  the  people  in  the  approaching  election.  Riel  promised 
that  all  the  prisoners  should  soon  be  released.     On  the  llth 
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and  12th,  six  or  eight  of  them  were  set  at  liberty,  and  Dr.  Cow- 
an was  infoniied  in  my  presence,  that  as  they  were  all  to  be 
discharged  without  delay,  the  rooms  they  had  occupied  would 
be  placed  at  his  disposal  in  a  day  or  two  ;  Riel  remarking  at 
the  same  time  that  he  would  have  them  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 
"  Rumors  now  began  to  circulate  of  a  rising  at  the  Poi'tage, 
and.  on  the  nights  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  February,  some 
eighty  or  one  hundred  men  from  that  district  passed  down 
close  to  Fort  Garry,  and  proceeded  to  Kildonan,  where  they 
were  joined  by  fix)m  300  to  850  men,  principally  English  half- 
breeds  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  settlement.  Had  these 
men,  properly  anned  and  organized,  been  prepared  to  support 
the  well-affected  French  party,  when  the  latter  took  action 
about  the  middle  of  January,  or  even  in  the  beginning  of 
February,  during  the  sitting  of  the  Convention,  order  might 
have  been  restored,  and  the  transfer  to  Canada  provided  for 
without  the  necessity  of  tiring  a  single  shot :  but  now,  the 
rising  was  not  only  rash,  but  purposeless,  as,  without  its  in- 
tervention, the  prisoners  would  un(iuestionably  have  been  re- 
leased. The  i)arty  was  entirely  unorganized,  indifferently 
anned,  unprovided  with  food,  even  for  one  meal,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  coping  with  the  French,  now  re-united,  who,  to 
the  number  of  at  least  700,  were  prepared  to  offer  the  most 
detennine<l  resistance,  which,  as  they  were  in  possession  of  a 
nuinljer  of  guns  (six  an<l  three-j)oundei's),  ample  stores  of  am- 
munition, provisions,  and  every  other  requisite,  they  could 
have  done  most  effectually.  My  sympathies  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  with  the  Portage  men,  whom  I  believe  to  have  been 
actuated  by  the  best  of  motives,  but,  under  the  cii-cumstances, 
it  was  not  <lifficult  to  foresee*  that  tlu^  issue  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  disastrous  to  their  cause.     The  attempt  was  there- 
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tare  to  )w  deplored,  iks  it  rraultrd  in  plucing  tlie  whole  settle' 
lunit  at  llie  feet  of  Riel.  The  )pv»t  majority  of  settlers,  Enj:- 
ltd)  anil  Scotch,  diacouitt^naiteed  the  movetneot.  and  bitterlr 
complaioed  of  i)iose  who  lukd  !iet  it  on  foot.  Forty-sevea  of 
the  p*rty  WMv  ciifilurni  ott  ih«ir  way  home,  while  passing 
witliin  a  few  huntlrvd  yards  of  the  fort :  the  expLaiiatiaii  I 
have  heanl  (ri^im  for  th«ir  otheraise  inexplicahle  onrt^lurt 
bavins  taken  this  route,  instead  of  makinjr  n  detour,  whidi 
wonld  hft<r«'  en.-(iireii  safety,  being  a  supposed  pmmise  by  Rid 
that  tliey  would  lie  pcnnittf^^I  to  pass  unmolcst^i).  Thvir 
omgirr,  a  yomij;  toan  named  McLean,  on  being  i]uestioni-<l  tiy 
ArehdcMoon  McLean  and  tnynclf,  in  presence  of  the  Rev.  ilr. 
(lardner.  and  uoe  or  two  other  gentlemen,  admitted  that  itt«l. 
on  being  oisked  '  if  the  party  would  be  |)ennitted  to  j>as&.'  WM 
silent,  and  only,  on  being  informed  that  they  intended  next 
day  to  Hse  the  route  just  outside  the  town,  i-eniarke*!  'Ah' 
that  is  good,'  and  foi-  his  purpose  it  no  doubt  was  so.  Csf- 
tain  Bolton  led  the  part^i',  and  he  and  his  friends  at  the  Por- 
tage assured  me  that  he  exerted  himself  to  the  utnioet  to  keep 
them  from  i-ising,  and  only  joined  them  at  the  last  moiueut 
when  he  saw  they  were  determined  to  go  forward-  Bv 
was  captureil  on  the  17th,  tried  by  court  martial,'  and  con- 
demned to  be  shot  at  noon  on  the  following  day.  bat  at  the  in- 
terce-'«ion  of  the  Lord  Bi«!io|i  of  Rupert's  I^ttid.  Archdeawm 
McLean,  and.  in  sliort,  every  infiuential  man  among  the  Eng- 
lish :  and,  I  ha\-e  been  told  also,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  the 
Catholic  clergy,  the  execution  was  delayed  till  midnight  of 
Satunlay,  the  19th.  Further  than  this,  Riel  declared  he  coulJ 
not,  would  not.  yield,  except,  indeed,  Dr.  Schnltz  should  be  cap- 
tured in  the  meantime,  in  which  case  he  would  be  shot  instead 
of  Bolton.     Ai-ch<ieacon  McLean  had  been  in  close  atteudance 
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instructions  which  Grand  Vicar  Thibault  received  from  Hon. 
Jo8.  Howe,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Canada. 

Ottawa,  December  4,  1869. 
The  Very  Reverend  Grand  Vic«ir,  M.  Thibault. 

Sir — Referring  to  the  conversation  held  with  a  committee  of  the  Privy^ 
Council  yesterday,  and  to  your  kind  consent  to  undertake  the  delicate 
tank  of  representing,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  de  SaUberry,  the  views 
and  jMjlicy  of  this  government  to  the  people  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Ter- 
ritory. I  am  commanded  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  to 
convey  to  you  in  the  form  of  instructions  for  your  guidance,  the  grounds  of 
ho|»e  entertaine<l  here  that  your  missicm  of  peace  and  conciliation  will  be 
entirely  successful. 

You  will  not  fail  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  mixed  society  inhabiting 
tlie  cultivated  borders  of  the  Red  River  and  Assiniboine,  to  the  fact 
which  comes  within  your  daily  knowledge  and  observation,  and  is  patent 
to  all  the  world,  that  in  the  four  provinces  of  this  Dominion,  men  of  all 
(»rigin8,  creeds  and  complexions  stand  ujK>n  one  broad  footing  of  perfect 
e4|uality  in  the  eye  of  the  government  and  the  law  ;  and  that  no  admin- 
iKtration  ccmld  confront  the  enlightened  public  sentiment  of  this  country 
which  att«mpte<l  to  act  in  the  North- West  upon  principles  more  re- 
st ricte<l  and  less  liberal  than  those  which  are  firmly  esta))lished  here. 

So  far  as  you  may  have  intercourse  with  the  Indiin  chiefs  and  people, 
you  will  l>e  good  enough  to  remind  them  that  while  bloody  and  costly 
Indian  wars  have  raged  often  for  long  periods  in  different  sections  of 
the  United  States,  there  has  been  no  war  with  the  Indians  in  any  of 
the  Provinces  of  British  Ameriai  since  the  concjuest.  For  more  than  a 
century  the  Micmacs  of  Nova  Scotia  have  lived  in  peace  ;  while  the  rights 
of  the  Milicetes  of  New  Brunswick  have  been  respected.  Everywhere 
within  the  Canadas,  the  progress  of  settlement,  while  it  furnished  new 
empl(»yments  to  the  Indians,  was  rendered  practicable  by  treaties  and 
arrangenientM  mutually  satisfactory,  that  have  formed  the  secure  basis  of 
the  symfiathy  and  co-oi)eration  which  have  distinguished  the  Canadians 
and  Indians,  not  only  since  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  but  from  the  earliest  ex- 
ploration of  the  country. 

It  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  the  just  and  judicious  trojitment  of  the 
Indian  tribes  forms  the  brightest  page  in  the  history  of  British  America. 
Canadians  cannot  afford  to  sully  it  by  any  ungenerous  treatment  of  the 
Indians  in  the  North- West.  That  the  disturbances  which  have  taken 
place  at  and  around  Winnipeg  and  Fort  Garry,  have  grown  out  of  vague 
•appreheniionB  of  danger  incident  to  the  transitory  state  of  things,  which 
the  mction  of  the  Imperial  Govern nnent  and  Parlianient  rendered  inevitable 
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on  first  coming  to  the  country,  I  would  now  repeat,  that  I 
would  give  my  whole  heart  to  effect  a  peaceable  union  of  the 
country  with  Canada/ 

"  *  We  want  only  our  just  rights  as  British  subjects/  he  said. 

*  and  we  want  the  English  to  join  us,  simply  to  obtain  these.' 

*  Then/ 1  remarked, '  I  shall  at  once  see  them  and  induce  them 
to  go  on  with  the  election  of  delegates  for  that  purpose,  and 
he  replied,  *  if  you  can  do  this,  war  will  be  avoide<l,  not  only 
the  lives,  but  the  liberty  of  all  the  prisonei-s  will  be  secured, 
for  on  your  success  depend  the  lives  of  all  the  Canadians  in 
the  country/  He  immediately  proceeded  to  the  prison,  ami  iu- 
timated  to  Archdeacon  McLean  that  he  had  been  induced  bv 

• 

me  to  spare  Captain  Bolton's  life,  and  had  further  promised  to 
me.  that  immediatelv  on  the  meetiiiof  of  the  council  slmrtlv  t" 
be  td«'ctt*d,  tiio  whole  of  the  juisoniTs  should    l»e  relea>t<i.  i^- 
(jUrstino"  tile  Archdeacon,  at  the  same  time,  to   explain  tli«- 
(•ii*(  unistances  to  Captain  Bolton  and  the  other  pris(,)nei>.   Ti '■ 
moment  was  a  feart'nl  one  i'oi*  the  settlement,  everv  man  s  iil- 
was  in   the   hands  of   Kiel,  and,  fully  appreciating^;  th»'  si^niif- 
cantM'  of  this,  the  Bishop  of  Rupert "s  Land,  and  the  Prott'stau: 
eler^v.  irrnerallv,  now  t^arnestlv    counselled  the  i)eo]»h*  to  ♦•i».*' 
theii'    d^dei-ate's  without  loss  of  time,  as  hv  this  nutans  tli»v 
nuLiht  to  sohie  extent  control  the  coui'Se  of  events,  while  otlu-i- 
wisp   tln'V    were    utterlv   ix)werless.      1   entirelv    concurred  ii. 
this  virw  of  the  east',  an<l  Archdeacon  McLean   having  kindiy 
otl'errd  to  aeeoni])any  me,  we  visited  the  ditl'erent  parts  of  t'i- 
Si'ttlenient.  and  found  that  in  several  pai'ishes   the  peo])le.  aiii 
those  the  most  loval  to  the  British  Crown,  and   most   de>ir<»n< 
for  union  with  Canada,  had  alreadv  chosen   tludr  councillor^ 
1  «'X|»lain<'d  to  all,  that  the  council  was  to  he  provisional,  in  tli'' 
strictest  sense  of  the  word.  inten<led  expressly  for  eti'ectini:  the 
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transference  of  the  country  to  Canada,  and  for  ensuring  safety 
of  life  and  property  in  the  meantime.     In  some  instances^  I 
found  they  had  drawn  up  petitions  to  Mr.  Riel  a  *  President,' 
^xpressin^  submission,  etc.,  these  I  requested  them  to  destroy, 
advising  that  nothing  more  should  be  done  than  under  the 
^circumstances  was   absolutely    necessary,   namely,  that   hav- 
ing   made    their    election,  you    should    simply    intimate   the 
fact  in  formal  terms  to  Mr.  Bunn,  who  had  been  named  Secre- 
tar\'  of  the  Council,  and  not  to  Mr.  Riel.     The  elections  in  the 
English  parishes  having  taken  place  on  the  26th  February,  I 
again  saw  Riel,  who  re-assured  me,  that   all    the   prisoners 
would  be  released  within  a  day  or  two  after  the  first  meeting 
of  the  council.     On  the  28th,  he  again  sent  for  me,  and  in  pre- 
ijence  of  Mr.  Fi-aser,  delegate  from  the  Scotch  parish,  Kildonan. 
re|x*rtted  his  promise,  that  the  lives  of  the  prisonei's  were  se- 
cureil,  and  that  their  relea.se  would  shortly  follow. 

"  I  had  no  further  communication  with  Riel  until  Monday, 
the  4th  March,  when  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  P^re 
Lestanc  called  on  me.  He  informed  me  of  Bishop  Tach<5  s  ex- 
pected arrival,  not  later  certainly  than  the  8th,  and  probably 
iK>ine  days  earlier,  adding  that  his  Lordship  had  telegraphed  to 
request  that,  if  about  to  leave  for  Canaila,  I  should  defer  my 
departui'e  till  he  could  communicate  personally  with  me.  He 
then  said  that  the  '  conduct  of  the  prisoners  was  very  unsatis- 
factory, that  they  were  very  unruly,  insolent  to  the  *  soldier's,' 
and  their  behaviour  altogether  so  very  bad  that  he  was  afraid 
the  guards  might  be  forced  to  retaliate  in  self-<lefence.  I  ex- 
pressed much  surprise  at  the  information  he  gave,  as  the  pris- 
oners, without  exception,  had  promised  to  Archdeacon  McLean 
and  myself,  that  seeing  their  helpless  condition,  they  would  en- 
•  deavour  to  act  so  as  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  their  guards,  and 
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we  eucouraged  them  to  look  forwnnl  to  ho  spoetHly  rdnweif  in 
fiilHIiiieiit  of  the  promisu  mm\v  by  Mr.  lUel.  Due  uion.  Vat 
wtL8  nifiiitioned  as  Imving  miule  hinisiOf  particularly  obooxioB 
by  his  violent  conduct,  but  aot  od«  woni  waa  said  aii  this  oon- 
»ion  rvfpyding  Scott,  or  the  slighttat  intimation  given  thai  he 
or  any  other  jwi-son  ha<I  been  condemned  tu  be  shoL  Alioat 
11  o'clock,  P^re  Lestanc  left  me  and  went  up  stairs  to  wim- 
niuuicat«  U)  (Jovernor  Mactaviah,  aa  he  said,  '  the  goo-l  lu-w* 
that  Bishop  Tuchtf  was  expecteil  so  acfon.'  'flie  Reien-ml  Ht. 
Young.  Methodint  clergyumn,  hwl  just  e-nt*'-re<!  the  house,  an'! 
meeting  tlio  I'ire  in  the  hall,  convei-sed  with  him  a  few  inin- 
ultra.  Mr.  Vouiig  then  came  up  to  me.  and  from  him  1  hwl 
the  tir.4t  intimation  that  it  was  intended  to  shout  Thomiw 
Scott,  and  that  the  sentence  was  to  be  can-ied  into  eflect  at  12 
o'clock  noon,  that  day.  We  agreed  in  believing  that  the  tliiuc 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  possible,  and  Mr.  Young  meiitioonl 
that  poor  Scott  himself  was  e<iually  iucj-edulous  on  tlic  subject, 
thinking  they  merely  intended  to  frighten  him.  However,  ] 
even  to  ket-p  liim  in  suspense  was  of  it-self  a  horrible  cnielty. 
and  it  was  arraiigi'd  that,  a^s  ifr.  Young  had  Ix-en  sent  for  to  at- 
tend the  man,  he  should  see  Riel,  ascertaiu  exactly  how  the  mat' 
tor  stood,  and,  if  i-eally  serious,  to  let  me  know  at  once.  Mr 
Young  accordingly  called  on  Riel,  was  informed  that  Scott 
hail  l>eeii  condemned,  that  the  sentonce  was  irrevocable,  and 
would  not  be  delayed  one  minute  lieyond  noon.  Mr.  Younj,' 
begged  tor  delay,  saying.  '  the  man  is  not  prepared  to  die,'  but 
all  without  avail.  He  was  paralyzed  with  horror,  returned  t« 
the  prisoner,  and  immediately  sent  a  messenger  to  inform  me 
of  the  result  of  his  visit  I  determined  to  6nd  out  Riel  imme- 
diately, but  recollecting  that  Pere  Lestanc  was  still  upstairs 
with  Mr.  Mactavish,  went  to  him,  related  what  I  had  heard. 
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and  asked  him  if  he  knew  anything  about  the  matter.  His 
answer  I  cannot  ^ve  in  precise  words,  but  it  was  to  the  effect 
that  they  had  seen  Mr.  Riel  on  the  other  side  (St.  Boniface), 
and  had  all  spoken  to  him  about  it,  by  which  I  understood 
that  they  had  interceded  for  Scott.  Governor  Mactavish  was 
greatly  shocked  on  being  informed  of  Kiel's  purpose,  and 
joined  in  reprobating  it.  Pere  Lestanc  consented  to  accom- 
pany me,  and  we  called  on  Riel.  When  we  entered,  he 
asked  me  'what  news  from  Canada.'  The  mail  had  arriv- 
ed the  preceding  day,  and  I  replied,  *  only  the  intelligence 
that  Bishctp  Tachd  will  be  here  very  soon.'  I  then  men- 
tioned what  I  had  heard  regarding  Scott,  and  before  Riel 
answered,  P^re  Lestanc  interposed  in  French  words,  meaning, 

*  Is  there  no  way  of  escape  ^.  '  Riel  replied  to  him,  'My  Rever- 
end P^re,  you  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands,'  '  then 
taming  to  me,  he  said,  'I  will  explain  to  you,'  speaking  at  first 
in  English,  but  shortly  after  using  the  French,  remarking  to  me, 

*  you  understand  that  language. '  He  said  in  substance  that 
Scott  had  throughout  been  a  most  troublesome  charactor,  had 
been  the  ringleader  in  a  rising  against  Mr.  Snow,  who  had 
charge  of  the  party  employed  by  the  Canadian  Govenmient 
during  the  preceding  summer  in  road-making ;  that  he  had 
risen  against  the  '  Provisional  Government '  in  December  last, 
that  his  life  was  then  spared  ;  that  he  escaped,  had  again  been 
taken  in  arms,  and  once  more  pardoned, — referring,  no  doubt, 
to  the  promise  he  had  made  to  me  that  the  lives  and  liberty  of 
all  the  prisoners  was  secured — but  that  he  was  incorrigible, 
and  quite  incapable  of  appreciating  the  clemency  with  which 
he  had  been  treated ;  that  he  was  rough  and  abusive  to  the 
guards,  and  insulting  to  him,  Mr.  Riel ;  that  his  example  had 
been  productive  of  the  very  worst  effects  on  the  other  prison- 
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who  liiif]  bucoiuc  iiisiiUuitJiiiat^  tu  nuch  nil  extont  th«ii 
vros  (}if}i(;ult  to  withhold  tlie  guanls  fi-om  i-ctaliuting. 
further  said,  '  I  snt  down  with  Scott,  as  we  are  doii 
and  HHked  him  truthfully  to  tell  me,  an  I  would  not' 
statement  against  him,  what  he  and  the  Poctu^e  party  intend- 
ed to  have  done  with  me,  had  they  Hucc<^»Ie<l  in  capturiiit;  m, 
when  they  surrounded  Couture'a  housi','  to  wliich  he  replied, 
Wh  intended  to  ke«j)  you  as  a  hostage  for  the  safely  of  Ih* 
pi-isoners,'  I  argued  with  Riel,  and  endeavored  to  show  thit 
,80uic  of  the  circamstances  he  had  mentioned,  and  t^iH^iatly  tbe 
Iset.  wero  very  strong  it'asons  to  urge  why  Seott'a  Hfe  should 
not  bo  sacrificed,  and  that,  if,  as  he  n-pi-esented,  Scott  wssii 
rash,  thoughtless  man,  whom  none  cared  to  have  wiytbingto 
do  with,  no  evil  neeil  bo  apprehendeil  from  his  example.  I  ■ 
pointtni  out  tliat  the  one  great  mei-it  claiuied  for  the  insurrec- 
tion was  that,  so  far,  it  ha<l  been  bloodless,  except  in  one  sad 
{nstance,  which  all  were  willing  to  look  upon  as  an  nccident, 
and  implored  him  nut  now  to  stain  it,  to  burden  it  with  wbat 
would  be  conaidei'ed  a  horrible  crime.  He  exclaimed,  'We 
must  make  Canada  respect  us!'  I  replied,  "  She  has  eveiT 
proper  i-espect  for  the  people  of  Re<l  River,  and  this  is  shown 
in  liLT  hai'iiig  stiit  Commissionci's  to  ttvat  with  theui.'  I  told 
him  I  had  seen  the  prisoners  some  time  back,  when  they  com- 
missioned me  to  Ray  to  their  friends  at  Portage  that  they 
desired  peace,  and  I  offered  to  go  to  them  again  and  reason 
with  them,  should  that  be  necessary.  On  this  he  said,  '  Look 
here,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  the  representative,  went  to  see  the 
prisonera  at  iny  desire,  and  on  asking  them  whom  they  would 
vote  for  as  councillors,  if  they  were  permitted  a  choice  outaide 
of  their  own  body ! '  Thos.  Scott  came  forward  and  said,  'My 
boys  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  Americins.'     And  when 
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"  Copy  of  further  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  McDougall, 
dated  7th  instant ; 

*'  Copy  of  the  Proclamation  issued  by  His  Excellency  the 
CJovemor-General,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  North - 
West  Territories,  by  the  express  desire  of  Her  Majesty. 

"  These  will  enable  you  to  speak  authoritatively  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  mission. 

"You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Pembina,  and  ar- 
rant with  Mr.  McDougall  as  to  your  future  course  of  action  ; 
and  then  go  on  to  Fort  Garry,  and  take  such  steps  as,  after 
such  consultation,  may  seem  most  expedient.  You  will,  of 
coarse,  consult  Governor  Mactavish,  and  endeavor  to  arrange 
one  system  of  concerted  action  in  the  pacification  of  the  coun- 
try, with  Mr.  McDougall,  the  Hudson's  Bay  authorities,  and 
yourself. 

"  As  the  information  received  by  the  Government  here  is 
necessarily  imperfect,  and  as  the  circumstances  at  the  Red 
River  are  continually  changing,  it  is  not  considered  expedient 
to  hamper  you  with  more  specific  instructions.  You  will^ 
therefore,  act  according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  in  con- 
cert with  Mr.  McDougall,  and  you  will  keep  me  fully  in- 
formed by  every  mail  of  the  progress  of  events. 

"  In  addition  to  the  more  immediate  object  of  your  mission,, 
you  are  requested  to  report  on  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  Indian  Tribes  in  the  country,  and  generally  to  make  such 
suggestions  as  may  occur  to  you  as  to  the  requirements  of  the 
country  for  the  future. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

"  Joseph  Howe, 

"  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Provinces'"^ 
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I  remarked,  *This  is  reall}'^  a  most  trifling  affair,  and  ought  not 
to  have  been  repeated,'  he  said,  '  Do  not  attempt  to  prejudice 
US  agiiinst  the  Americans,  for  although  we  have  not  been  with 
tht*m,  they  are  with  us,  and  liave  been  better  friends  to  us 
than  the  Canadians.'  Much  more  was  said  on  both  sides,  but 
argument,  entreaty,  and  protest  alike  failed  to  draw  him  from 
his  purpose,  and  he  closed  by  saying,  *  I  have  done  three  good 
things  since  I  have  commenced,  I  have  spared  Bolton's  life  at 
your  instance,  and  I  do  not  regret  it,  for  he  is  a  fine  fellow  :  I 
pardoned  Gaddy,  and  he  showed  his  gratitude  by  escaping  out 
of  the  bastion,  but  I  don't  grudge  him  his  miserable  life,  and 
now  I  shall  shoot  Scott'  Lepine,  the  Adjutaut-Cieneral,  who 
was  President  of  the  Council  of  Seven,  which  tried  Scott, — and 
five  of  whom,  Riel  told  me,  '  with  teai-s  streaming  from  their 
eyes,  condemned  him  as  worthy  of  death,'  a  sentence  which 
he  had  confirmed — now  entered,  and,  in  answer  to  Riel,  said, 

*  he  must  die,'  Riel  then  requested  the  Rev.  P&re  Lestanc  to 
put  the  i>eople  on  their  knees  for  prayer,  as  it  might  do  good 
to  the  condemned  man's  soul.  Referring  to  P^re  Lestanc,  and 
making  a  final  appeal  unnecessary  here  to  rejjeat,  I  retii-ed.  It 
was  now  within  a  few  minutes  of  one  o'clock,  and  on  entering 
the  ( Jovernor's  house.  Rev.  Mr.  Young  joined  me,  and  said,  *  It 
is  now  considerably  past  the  hour,  I  trust  you  have  succeeded/ 

*  No,'  I  said,  *  for  God's  sake  go  back  at  once  to  the  poor 
man,  for  I  fear  the  worst.'  He  left  immediately,  and  a  few 
minutes  after  he  entered  the  room  in  which  the  prisoner  was 
confined ;  some  guards  marched  in  and  told  Scott  his  hour 
was  come.  Not  until  then  did  the  reality  of  his  position  flash 
uj)on  poor  Scott.  He  said  good-bye  to  the  other  prisoners, 
was  led  outside  the  gate  of  the  fort,  with  a  white  handker- 
chief covering  his  head  :  his  coffin,  having  a  piece  of  white  cot- 
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ton  ttiruwD  uYer  it,  was  carried  out ;  his  eyes  were  baoda^ ; 
he  contiimcn]  iii  prayer,  in  vchicli  he  had  been  eogaged  on  Uw 
way,  for  a  few  minutes ;  he  asked  Mr.  Young  how  he  BboaU 
place  hiiunelf,  whetlier  standing  or  kneeling,  tlieii  knelt  in  the 
snow,  said  farewell,  and  immediately  fell  back,  pierced  by  thwf 
buDeta  which  had  paased  through  his  body.  The  firing  part)' 
cooeisted  of  six  men,  all  of  whom,  it  is  Raid,  were  more  or  l«e 
intoxicated.  It  has  been  further  stated  that  only  thi«e  of  ihe 
muskets  wero  loadetl  with  litdl  cartridge,  and  that  one  man 
did  not  discharge  his  pit^e.  Mr.  Young  turned  atudt  v\\tu 
the  first  shots  were  fired,  then  went  Ixick  t«  thebwlywid 
again  retired  for  n  luoment,  while  a  man  discharged  his  revol- 
ver at  the  sufferer,  the  ball,  it  is  said,  entering  the  eye  tiii 
pftssiiig  round  the  lu-jul. 

"  The  wounded  man  groaned  between  the  time  of  receiving 
the  musket  shots  and  the  discharge  of  the  revolver.  Mr. 
Youiig  asked  to  have  the  remains  for  interment  in  the  burj- 
ing  ground  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  this  was  noi 
acceded  to,  and  a  similar  request,  preferred  by  the  Bishop  of 
Rupert's  Land,  was  also  refused.  He  was  buried  within  the 
walls  of  the  fort.  On  tiescending  the  steps,  leading  from  the 
prison,  poor  Scott,  addressing  Mr.  Young,  said, '  This  is  a  cold- 
blooded murder,'  then  engaged  in  prayer,  and  was  so  occupied 
until  he  was  shot. 

"  After  this  date  I  held  no  communication  whatsoever  with 
Riel,  except  in  reference  to  getting  away  from  the  country, 
which  I  was  not  allowed  to  leave  without  a  pasa  I  felt  that 
under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  desirable  I  should  remain 
longer  at  Re<i  River,  but  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  night  of 
the  18th  inst.,  Riel  gave  permission  for  my  departure.  Al- 
though not  accomplisliing  all  that  could  have  been  desired, 
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the  mission  to  Red  River,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  in  a  few 
won  Is,  has  been  prothictive  of  some  good,  and  that  it  was  not 
entirely  successful,  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  circum- 
stances above  referred  to,  in  connection  with  the  action  taker, 
and  meetings  held  in  January  last.  Success,  although  in  a 
lesser  degree,  might  also  have  Ijeen  gained  at  a  later  period 
but  for  the  rising  in  February,  which,  though  rash  and  pro- 
ductive of  results  the  most  unfortunate,  I  can  hardly  blame, 
knowing,  as  already  stated,  that  those  who  took  part  in  it 
were  actuated  and  impelled  by  geneix)us  motives. 

"  ()n  reaching  Red  River,  in  December  last,  I  found  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking jx)rtion  of  the  inhabitants  greatly  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  the  comparative  advantages  of  union  with  Can- 
ada, and  the  formation  of  a  Crown  Colony,  while  a  few,  a 
verv  small  number,  favored  annexation  to  the  United  States. 
The  explanations  ottered  on  the  part  of  Canada  they  received 
as  satisfactory,  and,  with  hardly  a  dissentient  voice,  they 
would  now  vote  for  the  immediate  transfer  to  the  Dominion. 
They  earnestly  requested  me  to  assure  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  of  their  warm  loyalty  to  the  British  Crown, 

*'  The  case  is  difficult  as  regards  the  French  half-breeds.  A 
not  inconsiderable  number  of  them  remained  true  to  their  allt»- 
giance  during  all  the  troubles  through  which  they  have  had  to 
pass,  and  with  these  will  now  l)e  found  associated  many  others 
whose  minds  liad  for  a  time  l)een  poisoned  by  gross  misrepre- 
sentations made  by  designing  men  for  their  own  selfish  ends. 
A  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  the  ca^e,  and  of  the  advan- 
tages they  would  derive  from  union  with  Canada,  had  been 
carefully  kept  from  them,  and  they  were  told  to  judge  of  Can- 
adians generally  by  the  acts  and  bearing  of  some  of  the  leas 
reflective  immigrants,  who  had  denounced  them  as  *  cumberers 
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«f  Uie  gfotind,'  who  must  speedily  make  way  for  llie  '  superior 
race  '  about  to  pour  in  upon  tbeu. 

-  "  It  is  also  too  true  that,  in  the  uimuthoriaed  pi-oceedinj.'S  «f 
«oiue  of  the  recent  Canadian  arrivals,  some  plausible  grouflJ 
had  been  pven  for  the  feeling  of  jealousy  and  alarm  with 
which  the  conteniplatt-d  change  of  ji^vemment  was  regarded 
by  the  native  population.  In  various  localities  tJieae  adven- 
turers had  been  industriously  iiiai-kinj;  off  for  themselves  con- 
siderable, and  in  some  cases  very  extensive  and  except ionitUy 
%'aluable,  tracts  of  land,  thereby  impressing  the  minds  of  tlie 
people  with  the  lielief  that  the  time  had  come  when,  in  theit 
own  country,  they  were  to  be  entii-ely  supplanted  by  the 
Bti'angei',  a  belief,  however,  which  I  have  no  doubt  might  have 
beencomp!f-to!y  prwlndfi  l>y  tlif  pri-ventiou  of  all  such  oppra- 
tions  until  Canada  had  fully  unfolded  her  policy,  and  shown 
the  fjroundlessness  of  these  feara. 

'■  Let  us  further  bear  in  mind  that  many  of  the  Catholic 
clerfjymen  in  the  country  are  not  French  Canadians,  hut 
Frenchmen,  and  consequently,  it  may  be  presumed,  not  ven' 
conversant  with  British  laws  and  institutions,  and  with  the 
liberty  ami  privilejres  enjoyed  under  them.  Wannly  attached 
to  their  flocks,  they  deemed  it  necessary  to  exact  some  guaran- 
tee that  ill  their  new  political  condition  they  would  not  be 
treated  with  injustice.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  point  out 
how  the  breach  widened,  until  at  length  it  attained  a  m^ni- 
tude  and  si^niiticauce  httlc  dreamt  of  in  the  commencenieDt, 
even  by  those  who  joined  most  heartily  in  the  movement 
It  is  far  more  pleasing  to  be  able  to  state,  which  I  do  witli 
much  confidence,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  French  party 
have  no  misgiving.s  as  to  union  with  Canada,  and  that  joined 
by  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  Lordship,  Bishop  Tach#, 
a  id  other  members  of  the  clergy  who  enjoy  their  confidence, 
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they  will  very  shortly  prove  themselves  to  be  staunch  sup- 
porters of  the  Dominion,  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  England. 

"  In  course  of  the  Insurrection,  one  deplorable  crime,  and 
many  grossly  illegal  acts,  have  unquestionably  been  commit- 
ted, but  it  would  be  alike  unpolitic  and  unjust  to  charge  them 
on  the  French  population  generally. 

"  Much  obloquy  has  been  heaped  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Coinr 
pany  and  their  Governor  and  officers  in  the  North-West, 
which  I  consider  it  unnecessary  at  this  moment  even  to  at- 
tempt to  answer  or  refute,  although  not  doubting  that  both 
could  be  readily  and  satisfactorily  done.  Errors,  many  and 
grave,  have,  it  cannot  be  denied,  been  committed  on  all  sides, 
but  wilful  and  intentional  neglect  of  duty  cannot,  I  feel  con- 
vinced, be  laid  to  the  charge  either  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany or  their  representatives  in  the  country.  Personally,  I 
have  been  entirely  unconnected  with  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  that  department. 

"  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance  there  should  be  a  strong  military  force  in  the  North- 
West  as  early  as  practicable.  The  minds  of  the  Indians^ 
especially  the  tribes  in  the  Saskatchewan  country,  have  been 
so  perplexed  and  confused  by  the  occurrences  of  the  past  six 
months,  that  it  would  b3  very  unsafe  to  trust  to  their  forbear- 
ance :  and,  indeed,  until  the  question  of  Indian  claims  has  been 
finally  settled,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  prudent  to 
leave  the  country  unprotected  by  military.  The  adjustment 
of  those  claims  will  require  early  attention,  and  some  mem- 
oranda and  evidence  in  my  hands  on  the  subject,  I  shall,  if 
desired,  be  prepared  to  lay  l)efore  the  Government 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

•*  Your  oljedient  servant, 

» 

*'  DoxALi)  A.  Smith.'' 


» 
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Seri-ices  so  valoable  and  of  such  itiiportanor  to  tin-  I)o- 
minioo,  should  have  been  r^cognizeil  witbiKit  delay,  bat  it  «u 
not  tinUI  Febni&ty,  1872.  two  rears  after  they  were  rendered. 
that  Mr  Donald  A.  Smith  ruceired  any  official  reioognidoD  cS 
the  great  and  loyal  work  performed  by  him.  On  the  ^Jnii 
Fcbmary,  1872,  the  follun-ing  letter  was  received  by  him  fnxu 
the  8eereUi7  ot  Stttte.  Hon.  Jowph  Howe  :— 

OrnwA.  22nd  Febraary,  1871 
Donald  A.  Smith.  Esq.,  M.P.. 

>Fort  Garry. 
Sir — The  events  which  led  to  your  appointment  in  Drtem- 
ber,  1869,  as  a  Special  Commissioner  to  the  North -West,  aw 
now  matter  of  history.  But  the  Governor-General  feels  that 
the  important  Ber\-icea  which  in  that  capacity  you  rendered  to 
the  country  have  not  yet  received  that  official  recognitioo  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

His  Excellency,  therefore,  now  commands  me  to  convey  to 
you  the  expression  of  his  appreciation  of  the  patriotism  with 
which,  on  that  occasion,  you  placed  your  services  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government,  and  at  an  inclement  season  of  the 
year  cheerfully  undertook  a  long  and  fati^ing  journey  to 
Fort  Garry  to  aid,  by  your  presence  and  influence,  in  the  re- 
pression of  the  unlocked  for  disturbance  which  had  unhappily 
broken  out  in  the  North-West. 

In  selecting  you  for  the  delicate  and  important  mission  thua 
confided  to  you.  His  Excellency  was  influenced  by  the  convic- 
tion that  your  thorough  knowledge  of  the  people,  and  the  high 
estimation  in  wliich  you  were  held  by  all  classes  there,  emin- 
ently qualitied  you  to  act  with  eflect  in  disabusing  the  minds 
of  ttie  misguided  people  of   the  settlement  of  the  erroneous 
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opinions  they  had  been  led  to  form  of  the  feelings  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  of  the  Dominion  in  reference  to  their 
country. 

Subsequent  events  have,  in  His  Excellency's  opinion,  fully 
justified  the  wisdom  of  his  selection  of  a  Commissioner.  For 
if  the  serious  dangers  which  then  threatened  the  settlement 
were  happily  averted,  and  law  and  order  peacefully  re-estab- 
lished at  Fort  Garry,  His  Excellency  feels  that  the  result  was 
in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  ability,  discretion,  and  firmness 
with  which  you  executed  your  commission,  and  to  the  judici- 
ous use  of  the  influence  which  your  chai'acter  and  standing 
enabled  you  to  exercise  over  all  classes  of  the  community  at 

Red  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Howe, 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Provinces, 

When  this  tardy  recognition  of  Commissioner  Smith's  ser- 
vices was  written,  the  people  of  the  North -West  had  already 
shown  their  appreciation  of  the  great  work  he  had  performed 
for  them  and  for  the  whole  of  Canada,  by  electing  him  as  one 
of  their  representatives  in  the  Dominion  House  of  Commons. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  too,  mindful  of  the  services  he  had 
rendered  to  the  State  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Special 
Commissioner,  and  in  acknowledgment  of  them,  conferred  on 
him  the  honor  of  knighthood,  as  Sir  Donald  A.  Smith, 
K.C.M.G. 
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No.   I. 
Royal  Charter  for    incorporatino    the    Hudson's    Bay    Company, 

ORANTBD    BY   Hl8   MaJKSTY,     KiNG     ChARL£S    THE     SECOND,     IN     THE 
22nd   year  ok    HIS   REIGN,    A.D.    1670. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  <&c.,  to  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting  : 

Whereas  our  dear  and  entirely  beloved  cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  Count 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  Cumberland,  &c.  ;  Chris- 
topher, Duke  of  Albemarle;  W  Uiam,  Earl  of  Craven;  Henry,  Lord 
Arlington  ;  Anthony,  Lord  Ashley  ;  Sir  John  Robinson,  and  Sir  Robert 
Vyner,  Knights  and  Baronets  ;  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Barcmet ;  Sir  Eklward 
Hungerford,  Knight  of  the  Baih  ;  Sir  Paul  Neele,  Knight ;  Sir  John 
ffriftith  and  Sir  Phillip  Carteret,  Knights  ;  James  Hayes,  John  Kirke, 
Francis  Millington,  William  Prettyman,  John  Fenu,  Esquires  ;  and  John 
Portnian,  Citizen  and  Goldsmith  of  London  ;  have,  at  their  own  great 
cost  and  charges,  undertaken  an  ex|>edition  for  Hudson's  Bay,  in  the 
north-west  part  of  America,  for  the  discovery  of  a  new  passage  into  the 
South  Sea,  and  for  the  tinding  some  trade  for  furs,  minerals  and  other 
considerable  commodities,  and  by  such,  their  undertaking,  have  already 
made  such  discoveries  as  do  encourage  them  to  proceed  further  in  pur- 
suance of  their  said  design .  by  means  whereof  there  may  probably  arise 
very  great  advantage  to  us  and  our  kingdom  :  And,  whereas  the  said 
undertjikers  for  their  further  encouragement  in  the  said  design,  have 
humbly  besought  us  to  incori>orate  them,  and  grant  unto  them  and  their 
successors  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  of  all  those  seas,  straits,  bays, 
rivers,  lakes,  creeks  and  Bounds,  in  whatsoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that 
lie  within  the  entrance  of  tlie  straits,  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits, 
toc^ether  with  all  the  lands,  countries  and  territories  upon  the  coasts  and 
continos  of  the  seas,  straits,  bays,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks  and  sounds,  afore- 
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mid,  wliicli  :ira  not  ni<w  Kctnnlly  )MuuieaReil  by  nny  uf  niir  >iiliJM:tK.  rir  )i; 
rho  suhjectit  lit  Hiiy  nther  ChriatUn  Prince  di'  State  Naw  Knuw  Yf.  tlial 
vie,  living  iliiiiroiiH  to  [iFuniott  nil  enileAvnrs  teiiiliiig  to  tho  public  gowl  i>( 
niir  peiipie,  atxl  I"  uncourage  the  iwirl  iindertukint:,  have  >>{  our  iptcul 
grace,  cttrtain  kii'iwlud|;e  and  lueru  nintioii.  ^i^Piii  ^rraiitei].  nliSed  imd 
coiifirnied,  nitU  iiy  thene  |>rps<tnt8,  fur  u>,  our  tieirn  and  succeswm  dn  gitv 
grant,  ratify  und  conGmi  uiit<i  uiir  taid  vi'U*iii.  Prince  Huiiert.  (7hri>- 
topher,  Duke  of  Alhuniarlo  ;  Wiilinm.  Earl  <>f  Cthvi^r  ;  Henry,  Lnrd 
Arlington;  Anthony,  Lord  Asliivy  :  Sir  .luhn  Ko  inwm.  Sir  Robert 
Vyner.  --ir  Peter  t'olloton.  Sir  blward  Uungerford,  Sir  Patil  Seclo.  Sit 
Ji^hu  OriHith  uud  Sir  Pliiltip  Cnrturct.  Jamea  HnycB.  Juhti  Kirke,  Fmiitri' 
.Milliiigtun,  Willlnni  PnMtjmnn,  luhu  Fen n  and  John  Pnnma«.  thatllic;. 
aud  suuli  iilher4  n*  shitll  hv  adniitluil  Intu  the  uid  six'ii'ty  at  i»  hvTwfter 
vxpreweil.  ahutl  be  one  body,  ciir[Hirnt«  and  ixditic,  in  ili^ed  Mid  in  nai 
by  the  «aintuf  "The  Goverti>>r  and  Company  uf  Adventurera  uf  Engltml. 
trading  intu  Budiwtn'i  Bay,''  and  tfaein  by  the  nitme  of  the  "iJ 
emor  Hnd  Company  of  AdiBntnrerK  of  England,  tmiling  into  II 
»in'»  Bay  "  one  body  corporate  sitd  pulitic,  in  de*d  and  in  iin 
really  and  fully  forever,  for  us,  our  jieirs  and  successors,  ve  du 
ni  ike,  ordain,  uonatitute,  establish  confirm  and  declare  by  these  presenU, 
nnd  that  by  the  snnie  name  of  "  Oovemor  and  Coni|Mny  of  Adventurers 
(if  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,"  they  shall  have  |>er|>etiud  siiccm' 
sion,  and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  "  The  GuvemnT 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  EnK'niid.  trdding  into  Hudson's  Bav  " 
be,  snd  at  nil  timea  hereafter  shall  be.  penuitiable  and  capable  in  Ihw.  ii> 
have,  jiurchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain  lands,  rent-,  privilegrt, 
liberties,  jurisdictions,  franchises  and  hBreditiunentn.  of  what  kind,  nature 
or  quality  soever  they  niay  he,  to  them  and  their  auccessois  ;  and  alio  lo 
give,  grant,  demise,  alien,  assign  and  dispose  lands,  tenements  and  bere- 
ditamenta,  and  to  du  and  execute  nil  and  singular  other  things  by  the 
stnie  nnnie  tli^it  to  them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do  ;  and  that  they  sdJ 
their  successors,  by  thf  name  of  "  The  (iovernor  and  Company  of  Adven- 
turers of  England,  trading  into  HudBon'sBay,"maypleada  d  be  impleaded, 
•nswer  ;  iid  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  whatsoever  courts 
and  places,  before  whatxueTer  judges  and  justices,  and  other  persons  and 
ofBcers,  in  all  and  singular  actions  jileaa,  suits,  quarrels,  causea  and  de- 
mands whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  sort,  in  such  manner  .->nd 
form  OS  any  other  our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  bfiiii: 
peiaons  able  and  capable  in  law,  may  or  can  have,  purchase,  receive, 
pi>8se9s,  enjoy,  retain,  give,  grant,  demise,  alien,  asaign,  diH|>ose,  ple.id. 
defend  and  be  defended,  dn  permit  and  execute  ;  and  that  tho  i»id 
"ftoiemor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  Englunil,  trading  into  Hml 
son's  Bay,"  and  their  auccessors    may  have  &  common  seal  to  serve  for  all 
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jond  the  receipt  of  the  above  mentioned  duties,  nhall  be  met  by  the 
Dominion  of  Canada. 

4th.— That  while  the  burden  of  public  expense  in  this  territory  is 
borne  by  Canada,  the  country  be  governed  under  a  Lieutenant-Governor 
from  Canada,  and  a  Legislature,  three  members  of  whom  being  heads  of 
departments  of  the  government,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Governor- 
General  of  Canada. 

5th. — Tliat  after  the  expiration  of  this  exceptional  period,  the  country 
shall  be  governed,  as  regards  its  local  afifairs,  as  the  Provinces  of  Ontario 
and  Quebec  are  now  governed  by  a  Legislature  by  the  people,  and  a  Min- 
istry re8iK>nsible  to  it  under  a  Lieutenant-Governor  apjwinted  by  the 
'Grovemor-General  of  Canada. 

6th. — That  there  shall  be  no  interference  by  the  Dominion  Parliament 
in  the  local  afiairs  of  this  territory,  other  than  is  allowed  in  the  provinces, 
and  that  this  territory  shall  have  and  enjoy  in  all  respects  the  same  privi- 
leges, advantages  and  aids  in  meeting  the  public  expenses  of  this  terri- 
tory, as  the  provinces  have  and  enjoy. 

7th. — That  while  the  North- West  remains  a  territ<^ry,  the  legislature 
have  a  right  to  pass  all  laws,  local  to  the  territory,  over  the  veto  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

8th  — A  homestead  and  pre-emption  law. 

9th. — That  while  the  North- West  remains  a  territory,  the  sum  of 
^5,000  a  year  be  appropriated  for  schools,  roads  and  bridges. 

10th. — That  all  the  public  buildings  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Dominiim 
treasury. 

11th. — That  there  shall  be  guaranteed  uninterruj)ted  steam  communica- 
tion  to  Lake  Sui)erior,  within  five  years,  and  also  the  establishment  by 
rail  of  a  connection  with  the  American  railway  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the 
tntemati<mal  line. 

12th. — That  the  militarj'  force  retjuired  in  this  country  be  composed  of 
the  natives  of  the  ccmntry,  during  four  years. 

(The  above  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  16  yeas  to  23  nays,  and  consequently 
struck  out  of  the  list.) 

12th. — That  the  English  and  French  languages  be  common  in  the  leg- 
islature and  courts,  and  that  all  public  documents  and  Acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture be  published  in  l)oth  languages. 

13th. — Thai  the  Judge  of  the  Suj)reme  Court  Kj»e^k  the  French  and 
English  languages. 

14th. — That  treaties  be  concluded  between  the  Dominion  and  the  several 
Indian  tribes  of  the  country,  as  soon  as  possible. 

15th. — That,  until  the  population  of  the  country  entitles  us  to  more, 
we  have  three  representatives  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  ;  one  in  the 
Senate,  and  two  in  the  Legislative  Assembly. 


VI  AI'I'KXHIX. 

tlint  JL  KliaU  iind  nuiy  Iw  lawful  t"  unil  Uir  the  Miul  (iovetniir  oiul  Cumpftuy 
f»r  the  time  being,  ur  tlie  j^entvr  jisrl  uf  thorn  presem  M  any  public  n- 
wniblr,  oi»niiianIy  okUod  tlie  Court  ReiiurKl.  U>  W  hul 'mi  fur  the  mil 
CiHuiNtny,  the  rfovemur  a1  thu  fwiiil  Cuuipsny  beiug  m\way»  one,  fnoo 
time  Ui  tiuie  U.<  utuct,  th'miti»t«  tmd  appuiiit  one  uf  tho  aaiil  Cumpiui)  tu 
be  Dojiuty  U>  the  iiaiil  Qriv«iriii>r,  which  Deputy  ithall  btkv  a  iiirpur&l  oui. 
bofore  the  llnvemorand  three  nr  mora  of  the  Ci>uiiiii(t«eiif  ihii  uiitlC'idi- 
pMi;  f(ir  the  time  Wing,  well,  truly  and  fiuthfuUy  l<>  vxtK.-ut«  hi"  nui 
uHicciir  Deputy  to  the  Governor  of  the  BBidConijiitny.  luiil  ttftiit  hivnalhu 
t«kcn  shHtl  Mill  in«y  frnm  time  Ut  time  in  the  nlwence  iif  ihu  mid  UovwriKV, 
oxorciac  uid  nxccuto  the  oflicc  of  tfoTemor  uf  the  niid  C<iRi|iMiy,  m  xu^ 
Burt  u  the  Mid  (iu^-umcir  uuylit  to  du  :  And  further  we  will  And  gnuit  t^ 
tliose  pmientN,  fur  us.  imr  heira  ntid  Mucce«H.>rB,  untu  the  aoift  Governor 
Hiid  L'diu^uny  i>f  AUvontiirerH  vi  England  trnditig  into  Hu<)»od'k  B«y,  vid 
tlieir  Hiji-nwaiirn,  that  thoy,  i>r  the  greater  part  'if  tliem,  wherei>f  the  tt<n'' 
emur  fur  the  time  bating  ur  hia  Deimty  tu  bn  une,  from  timt-  to  time,  and 
ftt  all  tiinuB  hcrenf ter,  shall  and  niny  have  authority  and  powvr,  yoariy  ind 
t)*«Ty  yew,  b«two»n  the  fintt  and  luit  dny  uf  N'oreniber,  tn  HwnMuhle  and 

time  by  the  Cirovemor,  or  in  his  abneiice  hy  the  Deputy  uf  the  snid  Giiver- 
nor  for  the  time  being  and  that  they  being  mi  SBiembled,  it  shall  aud  may 
be  lawful  tu  anil  fur  the  aaid  Guremur  ur  Deputy  of  the  said  Govenuir, 
and  the  laid  Company  fur  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  uf  tbein 
which  then  ahall  happen  to  be  prutiuiit,  whereof  the  Govemor  of  the  nid 
Comjiany  or  iiis  Deputy  for  the  time  being  tu  be  one,  to  elect  aud  nomi- 
nate one  of  the  said  Company,  which  shall  be  Governor  uf  the  said  Cow- 
pnny  for  one  whole  year  then  neit  following,  which  {>erson  bein^  «> 
elected  and  nominated  to  be  Governor  of  the  said  Company  as  is  afureaaid, 
before  he  be  admitted  tu  the  execution  of  the  said  office,  tihall  take  a  cor- 
poral oath  before  the  last  Governor,  being  his  predecessor  or  his  Deputy, 
aud  any  three  or  in"re  uf  the  Committee  of  the  naid  Com]>any  fur  the  time 
being,  that  he  shall  Irom  time  t^  time  well  and  truly  execute  the  office  o! 
Governor  of  the  naid  Cunipany  in  all  things  concerning  the  same  ;  and 
that  iuniiediately  after  the  same  oath  so  taken,  he  shall  and  may  execute 
and  use  the  naid  office  of  Govemor  of  the  said  Company  fur  one  whole 
year  from  thence  next  following  ;  And  in  like  sort  we  will  and  grant,  tb^ 
as  well,  every  one  of  the  above-named  tu  be  of  the  said  Company,  ur  Fei- 
lowshl]>,  as  all  others  hereafter  to  be  admitted  ur  free  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, shall  take  a  corjKiral  oath  before  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company 
or  liiH  Deputy  for  the  time  being,  tu  such  eSect  aa  by  the  said  Govenmr 
and  Company,  or  the  greater  [wrt  of  them,  in  any  public  Court  t«i  be  held 
for  the  Maid  Cum|>uny,  Hhall  l>e  in  reasonable  or  legal  manner  set  down 
and  ilevined,  before  they  ahall  be  allowed  or  admitted  Ut  tmde  or  traffic  a* 
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that  any  arrangements  with  reference  to  the  transfer  of  this 
country  shall  he  carried  on  only  with  the  people  of  this 
country." 

The  next  day  this  proposal  was  discussed,  and,  when  put  in 
form  of  a  motion,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  17  yeas  and  22 
nays,  upon  which  Riel  arose  in  excitement,  exclaiming,  "  The 
devil  take  it ;  we  must  win.  The  vote  may  go  as  it  likes,  but 
the  measure  nmst  be  carried."  He  then  alnised,  in  very  stix)ng 
language,  three  of  the  French  half-breed  delegates,  Nolin,  Klyne, 
an«l  Harrison,  who  had  voted  against  his  motion,  but  Xolin 
resented  the  attack  vigorously.  "  Let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Riel," 
he  siii<l,  *'  that  I  was  sent  here  by  ray  parish.  I  never  sought 
the  position,  and  if,  as  you  say,  I  am  lost  to  public  affaii's,  I 
would  Vk»  nither  glad  of  it.  You,  Mr.  Riel,  did  what  you  could 
to  prevent  my  coming  here,  and  failed :  and  if  it  suited  my 
purjX)He  to  come  back  again,  I  would  come  at  the  call  of  my 
l»arish  in  spite  of  you."  The  convention  then  broke  up  in 
some  confusion,  but  not. until  it  was  arranged  that  Conunis- 
sioner  Smith's  views  on  the  **  List  of  Rights  "  shoid<l  1x3  heard 
the  next  day. 

In  the  meantime  Riel,  who  seemed  to  have  lost  his  hea<l 
over  the  defeat  \\hich  he  had  suffered  in  the  convention,  went 
in  a  cowanllv  manner  to  the  sick-lx^d  of  (Jovernor  Mactjivish 
and  abused  him,  even,  it  is  said,  threatening  to  have  him  shot 
that  night.  He  then  took  Dr.  Cowan  prisoner,  and  confined 
him  with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  and  Miaved  altogether 
like    a   madman.     He    next   took    Mr.    A.    (J.    H.    Hannatvne 

ft. 

pris^iuer,  for  having  visited  the  fort  against  his  ordeix,  and 
started  out  to  capture  Chas.  Nolin,  but  the  latter  and  his 
friends  showed  such  a  lK)ld  front  that  Riel  abandonee!  the  at- 
tempt. If  he  had  pei^sisted,  there  is  no  doubt  the  Xolins 
would  have  killed  him. 


Vlll  API'EXniX. 

iiint«  oiif  otbvr  nf  lliu  •siid  Cuiu{>iitiy  to  lie  <>uvui'ti<t  ■)r  t)p[>iity-(i(>v«niiii 
for  tlie  Wild  Ci>iu|>tk>iy.  iu  th«  plnce  ouii  itewl  of  liiin  that  e»  di«d  or  nu 
roniuvuil ;  wlijuli  jmnun.  beiii^  ati  elvctod  wid  nuuiiiiktHil  to  thi:  oflinoj 
Uuverunr  ur  Dogiuty  Goreniur  uf  tho  aaid  ITumpauy.  bIihU  have  Knd  aa- 
ciau  the  uid  office  fi>r  and  durittg  the  nwiduc  of  the  taid  jtva,  uLiug 
fint  a  corportd  imtli,  a*  in  afunwaid.  fur  thu  due  execution  thereof :  uul 
thia  to  be  done  fn>iu  time  to  time  m  often  u  thv  oaae  shall  ao  miuiiv . 
And  kUo,  nnr  will  nnd  pl<M»iire  ia,  «id  b}-  thfae  pmcnU  for  ua,  our  hun 
and  aucceMioT*,  we  do  KTOnl  uiitti  tha  xaid  Oovornor  and  Conipuiy.  tb«t 
when,  and  aa  nftali  aa  it  Hhitll  liHj)iH>ti,  any  perun)  or  persons  of  tii«  Com- 
iiiiltM  of  the  naid  Conifiaiiy,  for  Uie  lime  being,  at  any  tiine  within  cow 
yuar  Doxt  afwr  that  thpy  or  any  of  ihuiii  ahall  \ns  uominated,  «l»cted  hiA 
•worn  to  the  nHtce  of  Cunimitttni  of  th«  mid  Cuiupany.  aa  ia  afureanid,  lo 
diu  or  be  niniov«d  from  tlie  aajd  offlue,  which  Cuuiukittcea  not  demeaning 
Ihsiiiwlvci  Well  in  tfaair  aaid  office,  we  will  fi  b«  rainuvable  at  the  plouun 
of  tAie  said  (lorernor  aiid  Comfway.  or  the  K^Viter  part  of  them,  wherenJ 
the  (I'tvernnr  uf  tho  anid  Compan;,  fur  tha  linio  bulii;;.  or  liia  Deputy,  to 
b«  tme.  that  then  and  »<i  often,  it  sliall  and  may  Iw  lawful  to  *nd  tor  ih. 
said  Uovemor,  nnd  the  rest  of  the  Compiiny  for  the  time  being,  or  tbe 
greater  jNirt  of  thuni,  wherpof  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  ot  hit 
Deputy  to  be  one,  within  convenient  time  after  the  death  or  removing  erf 
any  of  the  luiid  Comiiittlee.  to  aaieinble  theniselTes  in  such  con renient 
|)l»ce  as  is  or  Hhall  be  usual  nnd  accustomed  for  the  election  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  said  Cijnii«ny,  or  where  else  the  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
[uiiiy,  fur  the  tune  Wing,  or  his  Deputy  shall  appoint  :  And  that  the  mid 
Governor  aud  Com]>any,  or  the  greater  i«rt  of  them,  whereof  thu  Q.iv- 
emor,  for  the  time  leing,  or  liin  Deputy  to  be  one,  being  then  and  there 
present,  shall  and  may,  then  and  there,  before  their  de|iarture  from  the 
wiid  place,  elect  and  nominate  one  or  more  of  the  aaid  Company  lo  be  of 
the  Cominittfe  of  the  said  Company  in  the  pUce  and  stead  of  him  or  them 
that  so  died,  or  were  or  was  bo  removed,  which  person  or  persona  so  mim- 
iniited  and  elected  to  the  office  of  Coumiittee  of  the  said  CunijMny.  ^hall 
have  and  exercise  the  raid  otlice  for  and  during  the  residue  of  tlie  nid 
year,  taking  first  a  corporal  oath,  as  is  aforesaid,  for  the  due  eiocutton 
thereof,  and  this  to  be  done  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  the  case  shall 
re<|uire  :  .^nd  to  the  end  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurera 
of  Eujland,  trading  into  Hudson'x  Bay,  may  be  encouraged  to  undertake 
and  efTectualty  to  [.roHccute  the  said  design,  of  our  more  especial  grace. 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted,  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  for  uh,  our  heirs  nnd  succeasors,  do  give, 
grant  nnd  confirm,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  snc- 
cessorN,  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  uf  all  those  seas,  atraite,  bays,  riverK. 
4akeH,  creeks  nnd  sounds,  in   whataoever  Utitude  they  shall  be,  that  Iw 
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ing  the  elective  principle,  and  Parliament  would  then  have 
been  asked  to  pass  an  Act  on  the  subject,  the  Government 
having  no  power  to  settle  such  a  matter  without  an  Act. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  my  opin- 
ion that  the  Dominion  Government  will  ask  Parliament  to 
provide  a  liberal  government  for  the  country  while  it  remains 
a  territory. 

Fifth — I  have  the  most  explicit  assurance  from  the  Cana- 
dian Government  that  such  will  be  the  case. 

Sixth — For  this,  the  Dominion  Government  will  provide  in 
a  liberal  spirit. 

Seventh — This  article  brings  up  some  constitutional  consid- 
erations, with  which  it  would  be  presumption  on  my  part 
were  I  to  deal  summarily.  But  I  will  repeat  most  distinctly 
that  the  Dominion  Government  will  pay  the  utmost  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  the  convention  as  regards  this  and  all  other 
mattera  in  connection  with  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  I  have  full  confidence  that  the  decision  arrived  at  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  people. 

Eighth — I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment to  make  known  to  the  people  of  this  settlement  that  all 
property  held  by  residents  in  peaceable  possession  will  be  se- 
cured to  them,  and  that  a  most  liberal  land  policy  in  regard  U) 
the  future  settlement  of  the  country  will  be  adopted — every 
privilege  in  this  respect  enjoyed  in  Ontario  or  Quebec  being 
extended  to  the  territorv. 

Ninth — I  feel  certain  that  an  amount  even  exceeding  that 
here  mentioned  will  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  referred! 
to. 

Tenth — I  can  safely  promise  that  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment will  defray  the  cost  of  all  the  public  buildings  required 
for  the  general  business  of  the  territory. 


S  AT-PENIUX. 

ftliit  of  nil  giivuniors  i>f  colotiivs,  forta  niitl  [>lnniab(>ii!.,  factiin,  niulrn, 
mnriiiLTH,  luid  utlicr  iifficcm  cmiiloyod,  cir  t<<  be  emplofMl,  in  oof  uf  th?       I 
territoriM  iind  kndn  Kforinniil.  und  hi  nuy  a{  tlicir  voj-nges  ;  and  Ii«  tbr 
btitttir  Advnnraiiieiit  nnd  cimtiiiiiunci'  cjf  thu  mill  trnde  nr  tmflic.  Hnd  pUo- 
taliiins,  and  the  sitiiiu  Inws.  ciiustitiitiniiB,  iirdent  Hnd  ordinRticeii  to  nuulc, 
U)  put  iu,  u»o  Aiid  uxn'Hte  nccurdiiiKly.   and  nl  their  {ilenBurc  In  ttvAt 
nnd  niter  the  siuiid,  at  any  (if  thi.111.  ns  the  ucouimi  sIikII  mjujre;  mi 
that  tlic  said  (inrtmor  nud  CnnifHtny,  hu  often  w  they  shall  inakv,  nnUiii. 
or  Diliil)li(h  nny  Huch  lawK,  conHlituti-ma,  iirdtirs  iind  urilinaiiw,  in  luch      I 
fimn  OS  iifui'diiMil,  Khali  and  nuiy  lawfully  imiusv.  urduiu.  limit,  uid  t'''^ 
vidu  aucli  imiiis.  |nfiuiltii!«.  and  iiuiiiBlimeiitH  upon  nil  uifi-ndcn.  cunlnr; 
to  nuoh  IttWH,  uuimtitutluiin.  unlor*^  uiid  urditinnctMs.  ur  any  uf  tluim.  h»  tn 
the  said  (juvurniir  slid  Cumiwuiy.  f'lr  tliH  tiiim  beiu};.  nr  Ihv  gnaiter  |«tl 
of  them,  then  and  thero  bolii^  prusunt,  tbe  Hnid  OuTeciior  or  his  Deputv 
being  hIwajs  one.  shHll  evbui  uectMsiiry,  roiuisitu,  ur  convenient  lor  the 
obnt-rvHtion  of  the  eame  laws.  (XinstitutioDi,  orders,  And  ordinances  -.  and 
t.liH  s»mti  fin(»  iind  Atnei-ciAments  ahall  and  nuty,  by  their  iifliuere  tind  ser- 
viinl*,  from  tiint  Ui  time  tti  be  a]i|Kiint«d  for  that  [Jiiqiosu,  levy,  tatis  »nJ 
h»ve,  to  the  uae  of  the  aaid  GovemiT  and  Company,  and  tiioir  auccewnn, 
without   the   impediment   of  ub,  our  lieirH,   or  succeasor,   or  of  any  tbe 
officers  or  ministers  of  un.   our  heirs,  or  BuccesBoru,  anit  without  any  ac- 
count therefor  to  us,  our  heirs,  or  aiiccessorH,  to  be  made  :  All  and  singu- 
lar which  laws,  constitutions,  orders  and  ordinances,  so  as  aforesaid  to 
be  made,   we  will  to  be  duly  obiierved   and  kept  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  therein  to  be  contained  ;  ao  always  oa  the  naid  lawH,  constitu- 
tions, orders  and  ordinances,  fiuea  and  aiiiercianienta,  be  reasonable,  and 
not  contrary  or  repugnant,  but  ns  near  aa  may  be  agreeable  to  the  lawa, 
stntuteH  or  custonia  of  this  our  realm  :     And  furthermore,  of  our  ample 
and  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  granted, 
and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  gnrnt  unto  the 
»aid  Governor  and  Coni))any,  and  their  successoi's,   that  they  and  their 
BuccesKors,  and  their  factors,  servanta,  and  agents,  for  thent  and  on  their 
behalf,  and  not  otherwise,  shall  forever  hereafter  have,  use  and  enjoy,  not 
only  the  whole,  entire  and  only  trade  and  trallic,  and  the  whole,  entire 
and  only  liberty,  use  and  privilege  of  trading  and  trafficking  to  and  from 
the  territory ,  limits,  and  places  aforesaid  ;  but  also  the  whole  and  entire 
trade  and  trntiic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  lakes  and 
seas,  into  whicli  they  shall  find  entrance  or  paaaage  by  water  or  land  out 
of  the  territories,  litnits   or  places  aforesaid  ;  and  to  and   with  all  the 
natives  and  ]>eople  inhabiting,  or  which  ahall   inhabit  within  the  terr)> 
tories,  limits  and  places  aforesaid  :  and  to  and  with  all  other  nations  in- 
habiting any  of  the   coasts  adjacent  to   the  said   territories,  limits  and 
places  which  are  not  already  (msseaaed  aa  aforesaid,  or  whereof  the  sole 
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li))orty  or  privilege  of  tr<ide  and  trattic  is  not  granted  to  any  other  of  our 
Kubjects  :     And  we,  of  our  further  royal  favor,  and  of  t»ur  more  especial 
grace,  certain  knowledueand  mere  motion,  have  granted,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents, for  us,  our  heirs  and  succeKsors,  do  grant  to  the  Siiid  (Governor  and 
Coin|Kiny,  and  to  their  Huccess<»rs,  that  neither  the  sjiid  territ<jrie8,  limits 
and  pbices,   hereby  granted  as  aforewiid,  nor  any  jMtrt  thereof,  nor  the 
islands,  havens,  ports,  cities,  t<»wns,  or  places  thereof,   or  therein  con- 
taine<l.  shall  be  visited,  fre(|uented,  or  haunted  by  any  of  the  subjects  of 
us,  our  heirs,  or  successtirs.  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  these  pre- 
sents, and  by  virtue  of  our  i)rerogative  royal,  which  we  will  not  have  in 
that  behalf  argued  or  brought  into  <}uestion  :  We  strictly  charge,  com- 
mand and  prohibit  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  the  subjects  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  of  what  degree  or  quality  soever  they  be,  that 
none  of  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  do  visit,  haunt,  fre(juent  or  trade, 
traffic,  or  adventure,  by  way  of  merchandise,  into  or  fn)m  any  of  the  said 
territt»rie8,  limits  or  pliices  hereby  granted,  or  any,  or  either  of  them, 
other  than  the  wiid  Oo\  enior  and  Company,  and  such  |»articular  persons 
as  now  l>e,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  of  that  Com|uiny,  their  agents,  factoi>s 
and  Jissigns,  unless  it  be  by  the  licen:se  and  agreement  of  the  said  (iov- 
ernor  and  Company,  in  writing  first  had  and  obtainetl,  under  the  counmm 
aeal.  to  be  granted,  up<m  pain  that  every  such  person  or  persons  that  shall 
trade  or  trafhc  into  or  fiom  any  of  the  countries,  territories  or  limits 
aforesaid,  other  than  the  said  (Jovernor  and  ConjiMiny,  and  their  succes- 
B«»ra,  shall  incur  our  indignation,  and  the  forfeiture  and  h>ss  of  the  g(M>ds. 
iiiercliandise,  and  other  things  whatSfK^ver.  which  so  shall  l)e  brought  int(» 
this  realm  of  England,  or  any  of  the  dominions  of  the  sjime,  c(mtrary  to 
our  said  prohibition,  or  the  pur{M)rt  or  true  meaning  of  these  presents, 
for  which  the  »iid  <rovenior  and  Company  shall  find,  take  and  seize  in 
other  places  out  of  our  dominions,  where  the  s?iid  Company,  their  agents, 
factors  or  ministers,  shall  trade,  tralhe,  or  inhabit,   by  virtue  «>f  these 
our  letters  patent,  as  also  the  shi]>  and  ships,  with  the  furniture  thereof, 
wherein  such  g(K)ds,  merchandises,  and  other  things,  shall  be  brought  and 
found  ;  the  one-half  of  all  the  snid  forfeitures  to  be  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
KUCcessorH,  and  the  other  half  thereof  we  do  by  these  presents  clearly  and 
wholly,   for  us,  our   heirs  and  successors,  give  antl  grant  unto  the  said 
Governor  and  Com|Miny,   and   their  successors  :     And   further,   all  and 
every  the  said  offenders,  for  the  SJiid  contem])t,  to  sutler  such  other  pun 
ishnient  as  to  ub,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  so  high  a  c(^ntempt,  shall 
Heeni  meet  and  c(»nvenient,  and  not  to  be  in  any  wise  delivered  until  they 
and  every  one  of  them  shall  become  bound  unto  the  «iid  Governt^r  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  |H>unds  at  the  least,  at  no  time 
thereafter  to  trade  or  trafhc  into  any  of  the  said  places,  seas,  straits,  bays, 
|KirtA,  havens,  or  territories  afores;iid,  contrary  to  our  express  command- 


ment  in  Hint  botiulf  »el  down  nnd  |ni1>liiil.<u1  :  And  further,  ut  im  t» 
WpiKial  grave,  we  luiro  condescondud  ii-'d  gnuited,  and  hf  thtiw  p: 
lor  UM.  uur  licira  nnd  tuiccensorH,  dn  grant  unt<~>  the  said  Oovijnior  u 
ConiJiAny,  unci  llinir  iliccesiorH,  tk.t  h-c,  ojr  heiri  and  HiioceM»n,  ril  I 
not  gt»lit  liborty,  licoiwo  »r  power  Ui  nny  penton  or  pere-nw  w|»tM<fTcr, 
contr&ry  lu  the  tsnor  iif  ihcsa  our  Iott«rs  i«tent,  to  tnulo,  traffic  or  in- 
habit, until  or  upon  nay  the  territorial,  limita  >ir  jilaceii  aforv  ii|i«cif»l. 
C<>utr«ry  tn  tlit;  true  inL-HiittiK  of  tiiow  presents,  witbiiut  the  c  •nwnl  ti 
tlio  Mid  (iovomnr  «iid  Cnnip»ny.  or  the  ni<nt  {lort  of  tbem  :  Aiiii,  iif  lur 
mnrw  Hhulidniit  i;niv>.-  nnd  fnvur  t^i  Ihr  luid  (lovemnr  iind  Curopmr.  nr 
dn  hpTvliy  declare  our  will  and  {dvaauro  tu  bu.  that  if  it  ■hall  no  ha|i|<ii 
that  any  irf  the  ]»enMiti«  freo  or  to  be  frou  uf  the  Haid  Coiafmny  of  iilrvu- 
tiirAra  of  Knglniid  tnulSng  into  H<idHuii'»  Bay.  who  Hlinll.  Lufnre  the  ginoH 
forth  of  any  «hip  i*  shipa  apimiutwl  fi>r  a  voya^v  ur  vthLTwiw,  protuiM  i« 
ni^oe,  by  writing  under  hla  ur  thxjr  handa.  tn  adTMituru  any  huiu  or  tiuiixi 
nf  muncy  toamrdii  the  famishing  iMiy[>roTtMi>n  ormaintvnanw-'faiij  v-j 
age  or  voynmuh  avt  foith,  or  tn  hp  iwt  furth,  IT  int«nilMl  it  inoant  t«  he 
aul  forth,  by  l\n<  wi^l  I  i.ivurnor  nnd  Com|inny.  ur  the-  Tui.n.'  jwrt  ■■(  tln-n. 
pre^iit  at  any  public  asstmbly,  ciimmunly  citUtid  their  general  court.  rfwU 
nut  within  the  H|iaC(i  oF  twenty  daya  next  aft«r  warning  given  tii  hiiu  it 
them  by  the  said  Govemorot  Company,  or  their  known  oDicer  or miiii^Ocr. 
brint!  in  and  <lcliver  to  the  Treasur-r  or  Trensuri'rs,  aj  {Kiiiited  fur  the 
C(>»ip.iny  Huch  SU11IH  of  money  im  nhall  lia>  e  been  exprew<e<l  .ind  set  duvn 
ill  writing  by  the  Kjid  per^mor  )>eiHijiis,  Bubsvrilied  with  the  name  of  said 
adventure  or  adventurers,  that  then  and  at  all  tiiue^  after  it  atuul  and  nuy 
Ije  lawful  to  nnd  fur  the  said  Governor  and  C>>nii>any,  or  the  inorv  )ian  of 
them  present,  whereof  the  s;iid  Governor  or  hix  Deputy  to  be  one,  at  any 
of  their  Kunerjl  courts  or  Renend  aaseniblieK,  to  remove  and  disfranchise 
him  or  them,  and  every  sucli  jierson  nnd  persons  at  their  willa  and  plea- 
sures, and  he  or  they  no  removed  and  diBfranchised,  not  to  be  permitted  to 
trade  into  the  countries,  territorien,  and  limita  aforesaid,  or  any  jiart 
thereof,  nor  to  have  any  ailventure  or  stock  going  or  remaining  with  or 
amoDgsl  the  aaid  Comjiaiiy,  uithi>ut  the  special  license  of  the  said  Gover- 
nor and  Cumiuny,  or  the  m  -re  p  irt  of  tiium  present  at  any  Gener.tl  C<mrt. 
first  had  and  iilitaineil  in  that  bitlmlf,  any  thing  before  in  these  presents  to 
the  ci>ntiaiy  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding:  And  our  will  and 
pleasure  in.  and  hereby  we  ilo  alao  ordain,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lanful 
tr>  anil  i'-r  the  said  Governor  and  Com|iany,  or  the  greater  part  of  them. 
where<if  the  Governor  for  ihe  lime  being  or  his  Dejiuty  to  be  one,  to  ad- 
mit into  and  to  be.if  the  siiid  coniiiany  all  such  servants  and  factors,  oforfnr 
the  wiid  Ciimimny,  and  all  such  others  «s  to  tliem  or  the  most  part  of  them 
present,  at  any  Court  held  Uir  the  said  Company,  the  Gc)sernor  or  his  De 
]mty  being  one,  Hhall  be  tliouglit  tit  and  i^reeable  with  the  orders  and  or- 
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din&nces  made  and  to  be  made  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Company  : 
And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presents,  for  u?,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the  sjiid  Go\  ernor  and  Company, 
and  to  their  successors,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in  all  elections  and 
by-laws  to  be  made  by  the  Genenil  Court  of  the  Adventurers  of  the  said 
Company   that  every  jierson  shall  have  a  nuinlx»r  of  votes  accurdin'4  to  his 
stock,    that  is  to  say,  for  every  hundred  ])ounds  by  him  subfenribed  or 
brought  into  the  present  stock,  one  vote,  and  that  any  of  thoe  that  have 
subticribed  or  brought  into  the  present  stock,  one  vote,  and  that  any  of 
those  that  have  subscribed  less  than  one  hundred  pounds,  may  join  their 
res|>ective  sums  to  make  up  one  hundred  pounds,  and  have  one  vote  joint- 
ly for  tha  same,  and  not  otherwise  :     And  further  of  our  especial  grace, 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  success- 
ors, gnuit  to  and  with  the  said  Governor  and  Company  t»f  Adxenturers  of 
England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  that  all  lands,  islands,  territories, 
plantations,  forts,  fortification-*,  factories  or  colonies,  where  the  said  Com- 
pany's factories  and  trade  are  or  shall  be,  within  any  the  i)08ts  or  places 
afore  limited,  shall  l>e  immediately  and  from  henceforth  under  the  lower 
and  comm-ind  of  the  said  Governor  and  ComiKUiy,  their  successors  and 
AMigns  ;  saving  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  to  be  performed  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  t-n  aforewiid  ;  and  that  the  said  (Jovemor  and  Com- 
pany shall  have  liberty,  full  power  jind  authority  to  appoint  and  establish 
Governors  and  all  other  officers  to  govern  them,  and  that  the  Governor 
and  his  Council  of  the  several  and  respective  ])laces  where  the  said  Com- 
|mny    shall    have    plantations,    forts,     factories,    colonits,    or   p'acts   of 
trade    within   any   of  the  countries,  lantls  or  territories  hereby  granted 
may  have  power  to  judge  all   persons  belonging  to    the   siiid  Governor 
and   C<mii)any,    or   that  shall    live  under  them,    in    all  causes,    whether 
civil  or  criminal,  acconling  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  execute 
justice    accortlingly  ;    and    in    case   any   crime    or   misdemeanour    shall 
l>e  committe<l  in  any  r)f  the  sjiid  Company's  plantations  forts,  factories,  or 
places   of  trade  within  the  limits  aforesjiid.   where  judicature  cannot  bo 
executed  for  want  of  a  Governor  and  Council  there,  then  in  such  case  it 
shall  and  may  bo  lawful  for  the  chief  factor  of  that   place  and  his  Council 
to  tninsmit  the  i>arty,  together  with  the  otTence,  to  such  other  plantation, 
factory  or  fort  where  there  shall  be  a  (iovernor  and  Council,  where  justice 
may  l>e  execute<l,  or  into  this  kingdom  of  England,  as  shall  l>e  thought 
most  ctmvenient,  there  to  receive  such  punishment  as  the  nnture  of  his 
offence  shall    deserve  :     And  moreover,  our  will  and  plwisurc  is,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  an<l  successors,  we  do  give  andgmnt  unto 
the  said  (Jovernor  and  Coin|Kiny,  and   their   successors,  free  lilnrty  and 
license,  in  cawe  they  conceive  it  necessary,  to  send  either  ships  of  war, 
men  or  annnunition.  unto  any  of  their  phiiitjitions,  forts,  factories  or  places 
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nidi.'  Hfortwiiil.  [or  Lhu  Hi.'i:urity  niiil  di'fitiictt  of  llie  Miue,  ird  ti> 
cliiHwe  □omuiHiiili^rH  aud  officern  uvtr  tlieiii,  and  U>  givo  UiifUi  imwo' 
»Ii'l  Huthtrity,  by  coin  til  i>wii>ii  uiid^  their  cniinnun  B«al,  cir  lAherwiw, 
t'l  cuntinuo  or  iiiaki;  (lence  or  war  wit,h  iHiy  prince  (.r  Ii«n|i1o  wUlw" 
ever,  that  are  nor.  Christians,  in  ruiy  places  where  t.bo  anid  Oi>iniiiinf  ihiU 
hftvo  nny  plaabttiiniB.  furts,  nr  fnctiirte*,  or  ndjncent  thvrennui,  ni  thill 
be  most  fur  Ilie  &dviint4>gG  and  benefit  nf  the  aniil  (invoroor  unit 
CompMiy.  nnd  of  tJioIr  tnido :  imd  nlsu  tii  right  mid  rerfini|>ciiai!  thtU' 
t  wlvei  upoti  thp  go«da,  oMAtLi  uc  iH-'ogile  of  tbcMi.>  pust*,  by  <(hiiiii  tbt 
I  Bnid  (ioviiniur  Mid  Cuiuiumy  »1inll  suHtAin  niiy  injury.  1i«>  or  (Uiniit,'v.  "t 
iqjoii  riny  oUier  puojJp  whutwibvur  llmt  ahill  auy  wny,  contt»ry  t*'  iW 
fnteiit  of  tltuMS  [ireMnta.  ililurnijil  wnmg,  or  injure  tlitnii  in  their  M 
trade,  within  the  saki  [ibicew.  territoriM.  and  lituibt  (jrauted  by  this  clMrtvr 
And  thnt  it  nliall  fUkd  luay  b»  Inwfal  to  mid  fnr  the  aniiX  Ouvenior  uil 
Compiitif,  nnd  their  auceeSBoni,  from  time  to  time,  Mid  M  all  tijiiea  from 
I  ]|Dn<KifnTth,  to  erect  Kiid  build  auch  cniUcii,  fnrrifimtiona,  fiirtc,  itMniuiu 
pcolnnim,  or  ]>liint»tiiinit.  towns  or  villnges,  iii  Any  piiMt  or  plKvrN  within 
the  liiiiiw  nnd  tic.iitids  anmtod  lioforc  in  tbwie  jirestntu  iint..  ihi-  mid 
Governor  and  Company,  Ha  they  in  their  discretion  shiU  think  fit  iin^ 
rfiiuisite,  and  for  the  Bupply  of  such  as  aliall  bti  needful  nnd  convenicnl. 
h>  keep  and  be  in  the  Hanie,  to  send  oui  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  eaiil 
ctmtles,  forb),  fortifit^tlionH,  garriBons,  colonies,  plantations,  tooas  or 
Tillages,  all  kinds  of  clothing,  provision  of  victuals,  ammunition  nnd 
implements  neceKsary  for  such  purpose,  jiaying  the  dutiea  and  cuttomi 
for  the  same,  ns  also  to  tniiisport  and  cany  over  such  number  of  nien, 
being  willing  themselves,  ur  not  pndiibited,  aa  thej  shall  think  fit,  niiii 
alrto  t<i  govern  them  in  such  legal  and  reasonable  manner  as  the  said 
fJovernor  and  Coiuiuiny  xhall  think  l)est,  nnd  to  inflict  punishment  for 
misdemeanors  or  impose  such  fines  up(m  them  tor  brewch  of  their  orders, 
as  in  thene  presents  are  furiuerly  oxpressud  ;  And  furlher,  our  will  and 
pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presenta,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  HUccessors,  ve  do 
^rtint  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Compiiny,  and  to  their  succeSHOis.  fllll 
[MJiver  and  lawful  authority  to  seize  upon  the  persons  of  all  such  EngltHh. 
or  any  other  our  subjects  which  shall  sail  into  Hudson's  Bay,  or  inhahil 
in  imy  of  the  countries,  islands  or  territories  hereby  granted  t"  the  Hiiid 
Governor  and  Coin|>a>iy,  without  their  leave  and  license  in  thnt  l>clial[ 
first  had  and  obtained,  or  thnt  ehall  condemn  or  disobey  their  orders  nnd 
send  them  to  England  ;  and  that  all  and  eVery  person  or  persons,  bring 
our  subjects,  any  ways  umployml  liy  the  said  (>ovenior  and  Com[nny, 
within  any  the  {larts,  placet,  and  limitn  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  unto  and 
suSer  euch  ]mnishment  for  any  offences  by  them  committed  in  the  {mrti 
aforesaid,  as  the  President  and  Council  for  the  said  Governor  and  Con- 
paiiy  there  shall  think  tit,  and  the  merit  for  the  oirence  shall  reqnire.  a» 
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aforesaid  ;  and  in  ca«e  any  person  or  persona  being  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced by  the  President  .vnd  Council  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
in  the  countries,  lands  or  limits  aforesaid,  their  factors  or  agents  there, 
for  any  ofifence  by  them  done,  shall  a])peal  from  the  same,  that  then  and 
in  such  case  it  shall  and  njay  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  President  and 
Council,  factors  or  agents,  to  seize  ui>on  him  or  them,  and  to  carry  him 
or  them  homo  prisoners  into  England,  to  the  wiid  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, there  to  receive  such  condign  punishment  as  his  cause  shall  require, 
and  the  laws  of  this  naticm  allow  of  ;  and  for  the  better  discovery  of 
abuses  and  injuries  to  l)e  done  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Comimny,  or 
their  successors,  by  any  servant  by  them  to  be  employed  in  the  said 
voyages  and  plantations,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
Governor  and  Conijiany,  and  their  respective  President,  Chief  Agent  or 
Governor  in  the  parts  aforesaid,  to  examine  upm  i>ath  all  factors, 
masters,  pursers,  aujiercargoes,  conmianders  of  castles,  forts,  fortifications, 
plantations  or  cohmies,  or  other  persons,  touching  or  concerning  any 
matter  or  thing  in  which  by  law  or  usage  an  oath  may  be  administered,  so 
as  the  said  oath,  and  the  matter  therein  contained,  be  not  repugnant,  but 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  realm  :  And  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge 
and  command  all  and  singular  our  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  Justices, 
Mayors,  Sherififs,  Constables,  B^iiliffs,  and  all  and  singular  other  our 
officers,  ministers,  liege  men  and  subjects  whatsoever,  to  be  aiding, 
favouring,  helping  and  assisting  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
to  their  successors,  and  to  their  deputies,  officers,  factors,  servants,  as- 
signs and  ministers,  and  every  of  them,  executing,  and  enjoying  the  pre- 
mises as  well  on  land  as  ou  sea,  from  time  to  time,  when  any  of  you  shall 
thereunto  be  retjuired  :  Any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  proviso,  proclama- 
tion or  restraint  heretofore  had,  made,  set  forth,  onlained,  or  provided, 
or  any  other  matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any- 
wise notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our 
Letters  to  be  made  Patent.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the 
second  day  of  May,  in  the  two-and  twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal. 

PIGOTT. 
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Xo.  2. 

Crown  Grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  Excll'sive  Trade, 
1821. 


Georoe  R. 
(l.  s.) 


Geobge  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  Unitel 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  \k- 
fender  of  the  Faith. 


To  all  irhom  t1iei<e  Presents  slinll  rami',  greeting  : 

Whereas  An  Act  i)assed  in  the  second  year  of    our  reign,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Fur  Trade,  and  for  establishing  a  Criminal 
and  Civil  Jurisdiction  within  certain  j>art8  of  North  America  ;  wherein  it 
is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act,  it  should  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  to  make  grants 
or  give  our  Royal  License,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  our  Princi- 
pal Secretaries  nf  State  tn  any  bndy  oor|Mirato   «»r   onnipaiiy.  or  |M.-rs"n  -r 
pt'rsMiis,  nf  or  for  tlie  exclusive  priviU'L(e  of  traJinu  with  the  Indian^  in  ill 
such  ptrts  of  Noitli  America  as  slu»ul«l  be  speciHe;!  in  any  such  <iraiit'-  ■; 
Lic«'ii-es  res|)errively,  not  beiiiix  p«irt  of  the  lands  «>r  territ<»ries  herot"t  if 
•^'ranted   to  tlie  <iovi*inor  and  ( 'ouipany  of  Adventurers  of   Enu'lan«l  ti.-l- 
inii  to  Hudson's  r»ay.  and  nor  bein^  ])art  of  any  <»f  our  jirovinces  in  N<'ith 
Anieri<a.  or  of  any  lands  or   territorii.'s  belonifinir  to  the  I  nited  State^  ■•! 
America,  and  rliar  all  sm-h  (Irm'.s  and  Licenses  sliouhl  be  ixood.  valid  ,ui'l 
effectual,  for  the  purposi'  ni  securing  to  all  such  bodies  cor})orate.  or  c--' i- 
panies,    (.r  person.^,   the  sole  aiul  exclusiw  jjrivileice  «»f  tradin*_:  with  tlu- 
Indians,   in   all  sueh   parts  of   North   America  (except  as  thereinafter  c\- 
cei>ted^   as  should  be  specitied  in  sucli   (grants   or    Licenses,  anything' c<-ii- 
tained  in  anv  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliamet  t.   or   anv  law  to  the  contrar\    U"'- 
withstandiuL'  :  and   it    \s.is    in    the  said  Act  further  enacted,  that    no  sucii 
(xrant  or  License  made  or  i;iven  Itv  us.  our  heirs  or  >uccessors,  of  anv  sud. 
exclusive  pri\  ilexes   of   trading  with    the    Indians  in  such    jjnrts    of  N'orli 
Anu'rica  as  aforesaid  should  be  made  or  '^iven  for  any  louizer  ]>eriod  tlim 
*J1  years,  and  that  no  rent  sh<»uld   be    re«piired   or  tlemanded  for  or  in  i'.-- 
sj»ect  of  any  such<Jrant  or  Lic»'n-ie.  or  any  privilek^es  ^iven  thereby.  (Ui<i'.i 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Act.  for  tin-  tirst  period  of  -1  years  :  and  i*  \\.i> 
further    eiiactcfl.    that    fioui   antl    after   the   passing  of    the    s;ii«l    Act.    the 
( lovernor  and  ( 'oiiipany  of   A«l\  cutureis  of    Kn^land  tradinix  to   Hud--"!!-- 
Bay,  and   evtiy  body  ror|»orate  and  company  and   j>erson.  to  whom  evt  i\ 
such   <rranf    or   License  sliould   be   made  or  i^ivi-n  as  aforesaid,  should  !• - 
specti\i'ly  keep  accurate   rei^isters   of  all    parties  in  their  employ,   in    .ny 
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[Mii-t-s  of  North  America,  aiul  slmuld  once  in  each  year  return  to  our  Prin- 
ci|wil  Secretaries  of  State  accurate  dupliciites  of  sucli  registers,  and  should 
algu  enter  into  such  security  as  should  be  required  by  us  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  all  criminal  processes,  and  of  any  civil  process  in  any  suit  where 
the  matter  in  dispute   should  exceed  200/.,  and  as  well  within  the  terri- 
tori&H  included  in  any  such  grant  as  within    those  granted  by  Charter 
to  the  Governor  and  Company   of  Adventurers  of   England   trading  to 
Hudson's  Bay,  and  for  the  pro<lucing  and  delivery  into  safe  custody,  for 
the  pur|K)se  of  trial,  all  persons  in  their  employ,  or  acting  under  their 
authority,  who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence,  and  also  for 
the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  all  such  rules,  reji^ilations  and  stipula- 
tions as  should  be  contained  in  any  such  Grant  or  Ijicense,  eitlier  for 
gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the  sale  or  distribution 
of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  moral  and  re- 
ligious improvement ;  or  for  any  other  object  which  we  might  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  have  been 
hitherto  found  to  exist  :    And  whereas  it  was  also  in  the  said  Act  recited, 
that  by  a   Conventi<m   entered  into  between  his  late  ]\Iajesty  and    the 
United  States  of  Americ^i,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed    that  every  coun- 
try on   the  North -West  coast  of  America  to  the   westward  of  the  Stony 
Mountains  should  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
powers  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  that 
Convention  ;  and  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  nothing  in  the  said  Att 
contained  should  l>e  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  any  lK)dy  corporate, 
company  or  pers<m,  to  whom  his  Majesty  might,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act,  make  or  gnint,  or  give  a  license  of  exclusive  trade  with  the 
Indians,  in  such  i>art«  of  North  America  as  aforesaid,  to  claim  or  exercise 
any  such  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  specified  in  the  said  article,  to 
the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  I'nitod  States  of  America 
who   might   be   enajaged   in   the   same    trade  :    Provided  always  that  no 
British  subject  should  trade   with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  without 
sucli  Grant  or  License  as  was  by  the  said  Act  required. 

And  whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurei*s  of  Eng- 
land, trailing  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and  certain  Associations  of  persons 
trading  under  the  name  of  the  "*  North-west  Conqumy  of  Montreal.  "  ha\e 
respectively  extended  the  fur  tra<le  over  many  parts  of  North  America 
which  ha<l  not  been  before  explored  :  An»l  whereas  tin'  competition  in  the 
said  trade  has  been  found  for  some  years  piist  to  be  ]troductive  of  great 
inconvenience  and  loss,  not  only  to  the  said  Ctrnqniny  and  Associations, 
but  to  the  said  trade  in  general,  and  aho  of  great  injury  to  the  native 
Indians,  and  of  other  persons  our  subjects  :  And  whereiis  the  said  (Gov- 
ernor and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  William  M'Oillivray,  of  Montreal,  in    the   province   of  Lower 


('tiiMla,  b.id:  T.  SiiiHiii  M'QilJimty,  of  Snff -Ik  Imk>,  in  the  Cit;  of  tj'ir 
t]iiii,  iiiurvhaiii-,  Hiid  Edward  KUiu-.  c-f  Spring  (lurdvii*.  m  tile  wuiit;  m! 
Middleavi.  i^>i|iiirv.  Iinvo  ntiirM^iited  In  us,  l.liat  r.hey  hatit  «u(«TMi  bilii 
Hd »{lpvcm(!iit  na  tUv  'Mth  dny  iif  Marcli  Ust.  fnr  pntiing  mi  wiiiI  b>thi 
^«ud  coiapotitiun.  ond  ciuryiui;  iin  tlie  aniil  trade  for  21  ysus,  comni«iu:iTii 
irith  tlie  outfit  of  1821,  nnd  ending  with  the  roiunu  r.f  IM),  tolMcurwil 
a  tb«  lutmu  'if  th«  wiid  Oovemor  and  Cnni]aii7  eicIuHirclf. 


\iid  nliuni.i*  tlie  snid 
i'.n  M"OiIli»T«y  nn-l  »k       ho 

A  griktit,  and  giva  oiir  lurjiil  Licr"' 
■^^cluiivc  pririlego  nf  trading  with 

m  rcstriotiuna  And  u[Kin  tlia  ttirms  ii 
moittd  Act :  Now  know  yo,  that  wo  t 
tnuto  and  rumcdjriiig  tlie  eviU  irhiol' 
whidi  hiw  liurotoforH  exbtoJ  thoruiu 
under  tlit>  hmid  and  vwtl  o(  uno  of  ui 


miMny,  and  Williaiii  STOnCmt, 
are  biunhly  beaniight  ih  In  mtb 
I  them  jointly,  of  and  tot  tb 
dians  in  North  .Vmnricn.  under  I 
conditinn*  ipeciliod  in  thv  ■»•' 
g  diaituiui  of  ciicoumging  thr  "niii 
'  ve  iirisen  froin  thw  ooniprtiU"i> 
{rant  and  gire  uur  ftoyal  Uo-nw. 
r  utinciital  Se«r«t.trica  of  $tat«.  u> 
ir  and  Cuiii{Miiy.  mid  Iliam  M'Gillivray.  Simuu  ITOilli- 
vray  and  Bdwacd  Elltcii,  for  the  nxcliiii-e  privilej^e  of  trading  with  iHn 
1iiiIl:iih  in  nil  -uuli  |.:.m  of  North  AliK-rica  to  tliB  n...lhw«rd  .iii.l  th, 
neHtnrard  of  the  lands  and  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  iiF 
America  as  ahall  nut  fonn  part  of  any  of  our  pmvincea  in  North  Amerie*. 
orcif  iinv  lands  or  territories  belonging  t^i  the  said  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, cir  to  any  Europenn  Govemiuent,  atat«  or  power  :  and  we  dii  bytheie 
jiresents,  give,  gr.int  and  secure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Mward  Ellice,  jointly,  the 
sole  and  exclunivo  privilege,  for  the  full  period  of  21  years  from  the  date 
of  thitt  our  grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indiana  in  all  such  parts  of  North 
America  as  aforesaid  (eiicept  as  thereinafter  exf:epted) ;  and  we  do  hereby 
declare  that  no  rent  bIiiiII  be  re<|uired  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  •>{ 
this  our  Grant  and  Liccniie,  or  any  priiileges  given  thereby,  for  the  uid 
{leriod  of  31  years,  but  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company  and  the  said 
Williani  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  shall,  during 
the  period  of  thin  our  l!rant  and  License,  keep  accurate  registen  of  all 
persons  in  their  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  shall  once  in 
each  year  return  to  our  t>ecretary  of  State  accunte  duplicates  of  such 
registen,  and  shall  also  enter  into  and  give  security  to  us.  our  heirs  aiki 
succeHsura.  in  the  penal  sum  of  6,0001.  for  ensuring,  as  far  as  in  them 
may  lie,  the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  processes,  and  of  any  civil  pro- 
cess in  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  2flOf.  by  the 
officers  and  iwraons  legally  eii[HJwered  to  execute  Buch  processes  within 
all  the  territories  included  in  this  our  grant,  and  for  the  producing  and 
delivering  into  safe  custody,  for  the  |iur]>oses  of  trial,  any  iieTbons  in  their 
employ,  or  acting  under  their  authority  within  the  aaid  territories,  who 
may  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence. 
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Ami  wo  do  also  here  by  re<iuire,  tlmt  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
and  William  M*(»illivray,  Simon  M'Ciillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  shall,  as 
soon  as  the  mime  can  be  conveniently  done,  make  and  submit  for  our  ccm- 
sideration  and  approval  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management 
and  carrying  on  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  may  appear  to  us  to  be  effec- 
tual for  gradually  diminishing  or  ultimately  preventing  the  rale  or  distri- 
buti(m  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting  their  moral 
and  religious  improvement. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  nothing  in  this  our  grant  cont^iined 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  the  said  Governor  »nd  Com- 
I»any,  or  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or 
any  person  in  their  employ,  to  claim  or  exercise  Mny  trade  with  the 
Indians  on  the  North- West  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the 
Stt»ny  Mountains,  to  the  prejudice  or  eicclusion  of  any  of  the  citizens  of 
the  rnite<l  States  of  Anierica  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  same  trade  : 
Provided  always  that  no  Hritish  subjects  other  than  and  except  the  said 
Governor  and  Comjvany,  and  the  said  William  M'(iillivray,  Simon  M'- 
ivillivray  and  Edward  Ellice«  and  the  persons  authorised  to  carry  on  ex- 
clusive trade  by  them  <m  Grant,  shall  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
limits  during  the  peri<Kl  of  this  our  Gnuit. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Carlton-house, 
the  5th  day  of  December,  1821,  in 
the  second  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  conmiand. 

(L.  S.)        BATHURST. 


No.  3. 

Crown   Grant  to  tiik    Hudson's   Bay    Company  of  the    excli-sivk 
Tradk  with  the  Indians  in   certain   parts  of  North  America, 

FOR    A    Fl'RTHER   TERM    OF   TwENTY-ONE    YeAKS,    AND    UPON    THE  SUR- 
render of  a  former  (irant. 

Victoria  U. 

(l.  s  )  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom 

of  (treat  Britain  and  Irehmd,  Queen,  Defender  of 
the  Faith. 

Tit  all  to  irlioiit  thr,s€  Pie»ent.'*  »hnll  rom«*,  (mtETiNi;  : 

Whereas,  by  an  Act  |Mi.ssed  in  the  Session  of  Parliament  holden  in  the 
tir*t  and  second  years  of  the   reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  (ieorge  the 


^^^  and 


"ourtli,  entill»]  "  An  Act  fur  Mff^iiUliiii;  lh<i  Fur  TWle.  mid  «Ul'!i>liiiig 
ritiitiial  Ani)  Civil  itiirJMliction  within  i%rtxiu  jHirtii  of  Nortli  AtucTua.' 
4t  wiM  amongHt  ntlicrr  thiii)pt.  eiiniled,  tliut  from  und  Artcr  tlip  (•wnE"! 
Ithe  said  Act,  it  (luiulil  be  Inwful  for  Mis  lui  I  U»jc»ty,  hia  hdn'rHK 
to  uuiki!  Onuito,  ur  give  his  or  tlieit  Roynl  Licuiiw.  unili'i  tbr 
baud  and  hmI  of  uno  uf  hit  ur  their  priinri^  Sec-retuitm  i>f  SttU,  luui 
body  oui^iomtv  »r  Conquitiy,  ur  perwui  or  peraous,  of  or  fur  the  vicluuic 
{irivjivgc  of  U-iulin^-  with  the  InUiaiu  tii  nU  aucb  inltU  iif  Ki'ftli  Auiwio 
liiiuld  he  atKidfied  iti  nny  aaeh  Grunts  or  Liccquwd  r«*puclivelj',  in* 
ling  part  of  the  Intiila  nnd  territories  therctufont  grtnt«il  to  the  (u'lrr- 
(ind  C<>i»|innj  of  AdventuretH  of  GiigUnd  tnuling  (i>  HuJfon't  lini. 
not  btiiiiti  )uttt  of  Any  uf  our  i>n)HDcoa  in  North  AiiikHcs.  or  U  uu; 
Iniida  ur  tarrituries  Iwlonging  tu  the  I'nitul  Suiea  uf  Amvricn,  uii>l  iW 
«lt  such  (imntSAnd  Iiicenac*  iihoiild  he  i(<>»l).  vkltil  nuil  vAectiul  f'>[  the 
jHirpiMc  uf  HMurin^  tu  aII  iuoh  h.Hli««  corixirNte,  or  conipMlitw,  or  fo'nxnh 
llw  «o|(- And  uxcluiivu  privilugc  of  rr»ilit)g  with  the  IndiAnn  inall  lucb 
fpftrtx  or  Nurtti  Amorica  (oxcoiit  u>  tborsinttfter  vxcc]>t<Ml>  r«  dhixilii  Ik 
H{ieoilit)d  infiueli  Onttitanr  LiciMiavK  nuythin^ontwnniliii  nny  Aci  I'rAen 
of  Parliament,  or  any  lair  to  the  contnuy  notwithstnnding  :  and  it  wu 
further  ennctad,  that  no  audi  firant  or  LictiiHe  made  ur  civen  by  His  laiil 
Majesty,  hi(  buirs  or  succBSVjrs,  of  any  such  exchisive  privileges  of  tnii- 
iiig  H-itli  the  Indians  in  nuch  jHirtH  of  North  America  as  aforetutid,  ^huuli] 
bo  made  or  given  for  nuy  longvr  )>eriad  than  21  yean,  and  that  u<>  rent 
should  lie  reiiuirt-il  or  demanded  for  or  in  respett  of  any  such  Grant  ur 
License,  or  any  sucli  (irivile^eH  given  tliereby  under  ibe  provisions  of  the 
said  Act  for  the  first  |>eriod  of  31  yeiirK  ;  iind  it  was  further  eiuicteH. 
that  from  nnd  aftvr  the  (afsing  of  the  said  Act.  the  Governor  »i>d 
Com)uiny  of  Adventurers  IradinK  ti>  HudKon's  Bay.  snd  every  liody  eiir- 
IHinite.  and  ciini|iany,  and  (letsoii  to  wbiiiii  any  such  Grant  or  Liceiuw 
should  be  made  or  given  as  aforesaid,  should  reH|)ectively  keep  accurate  re- 
giHten  of  all  {lerHcinN  in  their  employ  in  any  [lartH  of  North  America,  and 
nhuuld  oncu  in  each  year  return  to  tlie  Frint'i]»)  Secretaries  of  Stat«  accur- 
ate du]i]icateH  of  sucli  registent,  and  should  also  enter  into  such  securitj  i» 
should  be-  ruijiiired  for  the  due  executiunof  all  |  rocL-sses  criminal  andiitiL 
aN  well  within  the  territoiieN  included  within  nuy  such  Grant',  as  within 
those  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Governor  nnd  Company  of  Adventurers  of 
Euglantt  trading  to  Hudson's  Hay.  and  for  the  producing  or  delivering  in- 
to safe  custody,  for  the  purpose  of  t<  iai,  all  persons  in  their  employ  or  aci- 
ing  under  their  authority.  wh«  should  )>e  charged  with  any  <rimiiiali>flt'nce. 
an<l  idso  for  the  due  and  fnithful  obaervsnce  of  all  such  rules,  legulalioiu 
and  stipulations  as  sbouhl  be  contained  in  any  such  Grant  or  License, 
either  for  griidiially  diminishing  and  ultiuintely  pn- venting  the  nbIc  or  distri- 
bution of  Hpiritu<mB  li<|uors  to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  monl 
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.nul  nliuious  iiii|iri)Vfmeiit,  or  ft)r  any  other  object  which  inij^ht  he  deeiii- 
K-\\  necesftjiry  for  the  remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  had 
hitherto  l>oen  found  to  exist  ;  and  where  iis  it  was  in  tlie  said  Act  recited 
that  by  a  convention  entered  into  between  his  said  late  Majesty  and  the 
Vnite«l  States    of  America,  it  was    sti])iilated  and    agreed,    that  every 
countrv  on  the  North- West  Coasts  of  America  tt)  the  Wc^stwartl   of  the 
8tony  Mountains  should  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  the   two   powers   fur  the   term   of   ten  years   from   the   da»e  of  the 
nignature  of  that  convention  ;  and  it  was  therefore  en.-icted,  that  noth- 
ioK  in  the  said  Act  contained  should  be  deemed  or  construeil  to  authorise 
any  body  eorjMirate,  company  (»r  pers<m  to  nhom  his  s^iid  Majesty  might, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  wiid  Act,  make  or  grant  or  jjive  a  license  of  ex- 
exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  jmrts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid 
to  claim  i»r  exercise  any  sucli  exclusive  tiiule  within  the  limits  8pi*cified  in 
the  8Ai«l  article,  to  the  j»rejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  t»f  the  siiid 
Unite<l  States  of  America  who  might  l>e  engageil  in  the  said  trade  ;  with  a 
proviso,  that  no  British  subject  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
limits  without  such  (Jrant  or  License  as  was  by  the  »\id  Act  re<iuired  : 

And  whereas  by  an  instnnnent  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Right 
Honor.tble    Evrl    Bathurst,    then    one   of    his   sjiid    late   Majesty's   Sec- 
retaries of  State,  and  dated  the  (ith  day   «>f   December,   1821,  after  re- 
citing  therein,    as   or   to    the    etiect   aforestiid,    and   also    reciting    that 
the  said    Oc»vemor  and  Ctimiwiny    of    adventurers   of   England   trading 
to  Huds<m's  Bay,  and  certain  Associations  of  persons  trading  under  the 
name  <»f  *'The  North-West  r»»mi)any  of  Montreal,"  had  respectively  ex- 
tende  1  the  fur  trade  over  many   parts  of  North  America   which  had  not 
been  lK*fi>re  explored,  and  that  the  competition  in  the  said  trade  had  been 
f<»und,  for  »<une  years  then  |>ast,  to  be  prinluctive  of  great  inconx  en'ence 
and  I0S.S,  not  tuily  to  the  sjiid  Comjmny  and  AsstK'iitions,  but  to  the  said 
tnuie  in  general,   and  also  of  great   injury  to  the  native  Indians,  and  <»f 
other  |»ersons,  his  said   Majesty's  subjects  ;  and   that  the  wiid  (iovernor 
and  romjwny  of  Adventurers  tnulinir  to  Hudson's  Way  ;  and  William  Mc- 
<»illi\ray,  «»f  Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Lower  C'amwla,  esipiire  :  Siumn 
McOiilivrav,  t»f  Suffolk  Line,  in  the  eitv  of  London    merchant  :  and   Kd- 
ward  Kllice,  <»f  Spring  (ianlens,  in  the  county  of  Michllciex,  es(|iiird  ;   liad 
re]»reRented  to  his  sjiid  Majesty  that  thoy  had  entered  into  an  agreement, 
on  the  2«»th  day  of  March  last,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  s;iid  c<»nipetition, 
and  carr>*ing  on  the  saitl  trade  for  21  yeais,  i'ommencing  with  the  «»uttit 
«»;  1M21.  and  ending  with  the  returns  of  the  outfit  of   1841,  to  be  canie«l 
on  in  the  name  of  the  said  (lovernor  and  ('oni|)any  exclusively,  and  that 
the  said  iiovemor  and  Company,  and  Wdliam   Mc(iillivray,   Simon  Mc- 
Oillivray,  and  E<lward  Kllice,  hatl  humbly  besou;;ht  his  said  late  Majesty 
to  make  a  grant,  and  give  his  Koyal  License  to  them  jointly  of  and  for  the 
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FcurCli.  entitlml  "  An  Act  for  re^lnting  the  Fur  Tmrie.  and  cBtnUi^lunt 
II  ''riiuiiuil  und  Civit  J  iiriwliutiun  witliin  certain  pnrts  uf  Niirtb  Ame[im>, ' 
i^t  otticr  thingK,  eiim  ted,  tlint  fmni  uiid  utter  the  [inkiiiig  uf 
thu  «ai<I  Aut,  it  tijuuld  be  kwFui  for  His  mil  Majetty.  hia  hcinirwc 
coascirH.  to  make  GrantH,  ur  givB  hia  or  tlieir  Boyiil  T^nnise.  under  \ht 
hdml  nnd  aeal  of  one  of  hit  or  their  priuuipni  Secrelsriee  •)(  StuU'.  In  unj 
bodjr  corpumte  or  Ciini|HLiiy,  or  iKirmiii  or  |ieriioiis,  of  or  for  the  eu'lusiie 
[irivilege  of  tritdiim;  with  the  InJiniis  in  nil  such  ixirls  of  North  Aaienci 
M  hoiild  he  apecifled  in  any  micrli  (iruiitg  or  licenson  ruBpectivcly.  uut 
twiiifj  part  of  thu  ImmIs  Mild  tuirituries  thetelofnn:  grant4.1l  tu  the  (iuvvT- 

lUot  nnd  CoiiipHny  of  AdvotitururK  of  Etighnd.  trading  Ui  Hudson's  Ukv. 

itnd  not  beini/  jwrt  of  any  of  our  proviocts  in  North  America,  or  uf  m} 

hnds  or  territories  bolonging  to  thu  Uiiitud  Stales  of  Americn,  aiiiI  ihai 

ih  nntnU  Mill  Liceuaei  should  tie  HfHui.  valiit  Hud  effvc-tuiU  for  tbr 

tpiirpoHe  of  securing  to  fill  auuh  IxxlieK  cor{ioriii«,  or  ciiiii|iHnim,  or  (M-nHitw. 

[the  nole  and  eicluaivu  pririlego   of  tr.iding   wilit  the  IndiaiM  )u  all  «n<4 
of  North  Amorini  (HXcept   ns  thorebnftcr  L'Xcept«d)  n«  nhuuld  bt 

i.fpecilicd  itinueh  Oranlsor  LicenaC's  knylhing  cont«tni<il  iii  any  Act  <-r  A«tt 
of  I'ariianient.  or  any  l;iw  to  the  conlmry  imlwitliBtaiiiling  :  and  il  vm 
furtlier  enacted,  that  no  sucli  Gmut  or  License  made  or  niven  hy  His  ssid 
Majeaty,  liii  heirs  or  aucceaiorx,  of  any  anch  excliisivu  privilegea  of  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  in  audi  )>arts  of  North  America  aa  aforeaaid,  should 
)>e  made  or  given  for  any  longer  (luriod  than  21  years,  and  that  no  rent 
should  lie  requlrttl  or  dfiiiaiideil  for  or  in  re*iie(.t  of  any  such  Grant  i>r 
LicuiiKC,  or  any  such  prIvitei;eH  given  thereby  under  the  provisions  of  the 
■aid  Act  for  the  first  ]ieri'Hl  of  21  yearn  ;  anil  it  was  further  eii.ict«H. 
that  from  and  aitur  the  ]  acsing  of  the  said  Act,  the  Govetm)r  aud 
ConijBiny  of  Adventurers  (rading  to  Hudson'H  Bay.  and  every  body  cor- 
;>orate.  and  comiiany,  and  person  to  whom  any  such  Grant  or  License 
shouhl  lie  made  or  given  aaaforesaiil.  should  respectively  keep  accutste  k- 
gmtent  of  all  peiMinis  in  their  employ  in  any  jiarts  of  North  America,  and 
should  once  in  each  year  return  tti  the  l'riini|ial  Sccretarie'^  of  State  accur- 
ate dujilicateM  of  Huch  registers,  and  should  also  enter  into  such  security  u 
should  be  reipiired  for  the  due  exei-ution  otall  ]  rocesses  criminal  and  (i\il. 
as  well  within  the  terriCoiies  included  within  any  such  Grant-,  as  within 
those  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Govei-nor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  i>f 
England  trading  to  Hudson's  bay.  and  for  the  producing  or  deliverinu  in- 
to safe  custody,  for  the  purjioae  of  ti  iai,  all  perKoiisin  their  employ  oracl- 
ing under  their  authority,  who  should  be  charged  with  any  (riminaloffeiwf. 
nnd  also  for  the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  all  such  rules,  it^uLitions 
and  stipulations  as  shoulil  bo  coutiiini'd  in  any  such  Grant  or  License, 
either  for  grailuallydiminishingandultiuiatelyprivenling  the  sale  or  distri- 
bution of  spirituous  liijuors  to  the  Indiana,  or  for  promoting  their  monJ 
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and  religious  improvement,  or  for  any  other  object  which  might  be  doem- 
«<1  necessary  for  the  remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  had 
hitherto  been  found  to  exist  ;  and  where  as  it  was  in  the  said  Act  recited 
that  by  a  convention  entered  into  between  his  said  late  Majesty  and  the 
I'nite*!  States  of  America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agree<l,  that  every 
country  on  the  North-West  Coiists  of  America  to  the  Wc^stward  of  the 
8t<>ny  Mountains  should  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  the  two  powers  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  da^e  of  the 
signature  of  that  convention  ;  and  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  noth- 
ioK  in  the  said  Act  contained  should  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise 
any  b<Kly  coqM)rate,  company  or  ]>erson  to  nliom  his  said  Majesty  might, 
under  the  provisicms  of  the  wiid  Act,  make  or  grant  or  give  a  license  of  ox- 
exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  jmrtsof  North  America  as  aforesaid 
to  claim  «)r  exercise  any  such  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  specified  in 
the  said  article,  to  the  ])rejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  »iid 
Tnited  States  of  America  who  might  lie  engaged  in  the  said  trade  ;  with  a 
j»rovi8<»,  that  no  British  subject  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
limits  without  such  (jrant  or  License  as  was  by  the  Sivid  Act  required  : 

And  whereas  by  an  instrument  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Right 
Hon«»rAble    Evrl    Bathurst,    then    one   of    his   sjiid    late    Majesty's   Sec- 
retaries of   State,  and  dated  the  (Jth  day   of   December,   1821,  after  re- 
citing  therein,    as   or   to    the    etlect   aft»resaid,    and   also   reciting    that 
the  said    Cit)vernor  and  Company    of    adventurers   of   England  trading 
to  Hudson's  Biiy,  and  certjiin  AsstK?iations  of  |>er8ons  trading  under  the 
name  of  **  The  North-West  Company  of  Montreal,"  had  respectively  ex- 
teude  1  tlie  fur  trade  over  many   parts  of  North  America  which  had  not 
been  before  explored,  and  that  the  competition  in  the  said  trade  had  been 
found,  for  some  years  then  past,  to  be  productive  of  great  incon\  enence 
and  li»ss,  not  only  to  the  wiid  Company  and  Associ-itions,  but  to  the  sjiid 
trade  in  general,   and  also  of  great   injury  to  the  nati\e  Indians,  and  of 
other  iK'nMUis,  his  s*iid   Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  that  the  wiid  (Governor 
and  Coui|>any  of  Adventurers  trading  t»>  Huds(m's  Bay  ;  and  William  Mc- 
<»illi\ray,  of  M<mtreal,  in  the  Province  of  lyower  Canada,  estpiire  ;  Simon 
McGillivray,  of  Sutlolk  L«ne,  in  the  city  of  L(md(m    merchant  ;  and  Ed- 
ward Ellice,  of  Spring  (ianlens,  in  the  county  of  Midilleiex,  estpiire  ;   had 
represented  to  his  s;iid  Majesty  that  they  had  entered  into  an  agreement, 
on  the  2'»th  day  of  March  last,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  8;iid  competition, 
and  carrj'ing  on  the  said  tnide  for  2i  yeai*s,  commencing  with  the  t)utiit 
of  18il,  a!id  emling  with  the  returns  of  the  outfit  of  1841,  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  name  of  the  said  (iovernor  and  Company  exclusively,  and  that 
the  Kiid  (.fovenior  and  Comjiany,   and  WiUiaui  Medillivray,   Simon  Mc- 
<tillivray,  and  Edward  Ellice,  had  humbly  besought  his  said  late  Majesty 
f<»  make  a  grant,  and  give  his  Koyal  License  to  them  jointly  of  and  for  the 
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[•  twItuiivD  [irivjiege  of  tnding  itiUi  the  Iti>li»tiH  in  North  .' 

^  <  Ule  nwtrictiotis,  nnd  ujion  tite  l«rnui  Mid  coDditiuns  specifin]  i: 

recited  Act ;  hia  wid  Iiit«  Mnjes^,  lieiiig  desirous  of  cnLi>uniguig  tliu  bkI 
[,  tnuto,  nnd  raniody ing  the  evil*  which  liad  nxisaa   fnnii   the  ctnniwtiti'ii 
■which  hod  thcretiifiiri!  oxislcd  therein,  did  givu  nnd  grant  liu  R:'jn\  Li- 
-cnsv,  under  the  hniid  nnd  guitl  uf  unu  of  hia  principn)  S»i;r«lariM  i>f  Stutr. 
0  till-  uttid  (iiivL-niur  awl  L'luiiiuu}',  And  n'illinin  McGillivrs^,  Sim'in  M^ 
Ulivnt]',  and  Edward  Ellioe.  {•■r  the  exclusive  imvilrjjv  iiT  tradiitK  oiili 
-.>a«i  IndiaoB  in  all  inoh  juittH  of  Nurtb  Americii  to  the  nnrthmtnl  *nd  I" 
.«  westward  of  the  uiid  Innda  and  turritorie«  hcUtngiag  tn  the  rniuil 
iat«ii  of  AuiencH,  At   shuiilit  nut  furin  putt  of  any  of  his  add  M>}<«]r'> 
I       DviucxM  ill  SiTth  Aincrien,  i-r  <if  any  l^nils  or  tuTrituriua  bclnnuini;  to 
'^m  uid  United  St»t«s  i>f  Amvrioi.,  ur  to  nny  Eun>[H!Jui  (liivcmtucnt.  lUsr 
|W  {luwcT ;  Mid  hU  xnjd  lHt«  Hnjesty  did  alsii  (;iv«,  and  --ntiL  and  «wiiit 
■  th«  sud  Giivemor  nnd  Comimiy,  and  Willjnui  McGilllvray,  Siinoo  Mc' 
illivn^,  and  Edwnfd  Ellicu,  the  nAe  and  ulchisivv  pHvilvge,  fur  the  full 
wriml  of  21  years  frum  the  date  of  tlint  grant,  uf  tmding  with  thu  In- 
itUna  in  all  such  partfl  iJ  North  America  ax  aforfwaid  fexci-iit  as  Hipniii 
after  excepted),  and  did  thereby  declare  that  no  rent  should  be  required  or 
demanded  for,  or  in  re8)>ect  of  that  grant  and  License,  or  any  privUege* 
given  thereby  for  the  said  i>ericid  of  21  years,  but  that  the  said  Oovemor 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Day,  and  the  said  Wil- 
liam McOillivray,  Simon  McGilHvmy,  and  Kdward  EUice,  ahuuld  during 
the  periiid  of  that  grant  and  License,  keep  accurBt«  registers  of  all  per- 
sons in  their  employ  in  any  )>artg  of  North  America,  and  should  once  in 
each  year  return  to  his  said  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  accurate  dupli- 
cates of  such  registers,  nnd   enter  into  and  give  security  to  his  naid  M»- 
jesty,  his  heim  and  successors,  in  tha-^nnl  sum  of  6,000f.  for  ensuring  u 
far  HK  in  them  might  lay,  or  as  they  could  by  their  authority  over  the  ser- 
vants and  persons  in  their  employ,  (he  due  execution  of  all  criminal  pro- 
cessus, nnd  of  every  civil  pr<icess  in  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  ilispute 
shall  exceed  2<tlil,  by  the  officers  nnd  [>ersons  legally  empowered  to  ei«- 
cut«  such  |>rocesBes  n'ithin  nil  the  territories  included  in  that  giant,  and 
for  the  ))ruducing  or  delivering  into  custody  for  purposes  of  trial  all  per- 
Hons  in  their  employ,  or  acting  under  their  authority  within  the  said  terri- 
tories,  who  should  l>e  charged  with  any  criminal  offence  ;  and  his  said 
Majesty  did  thereby  rei^uire  that  the  said  Governor  nnd  Company,  and 
William  M'Gilli\Tay,   Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,   should  u 
Hoiin  as  the  same  could  be  conveniently  done,  make  and  submit  for  his 
said  Majesty's  oinsideratlon  and  a|)prova),  such  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  nmna^enient  and  carryiug  on  of  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indiani, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  might  ap 
penr  to  his  said  Majesty  to  be  effectual  for  diminishing  or  preventii^  the 
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sale  or  distribution  of  spirituous  rujuors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting 
theii*  moral  and  reliKi^>UH  improvement  ;  and  his  said  Majesty  did  thereby 
declare,  that  nothing  in  that  grant  contained,  should  be  deemed  or  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  said  Governor  and  Com)>any,  and  William  M'Gilli- 
vray,  Simon  M'Oillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or  any  persons  in  their  employ 
to  claim  or  exercise  any  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  North-West  coast 
«»f  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains,  to  the  prejudice  or 
exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  who  might  be 
engaged  in  the  wiid  trade  ;  and  providing  also  by  the  nt>w  reciting  grant, 
that  no  British  subjects,  other  than  and  except  the  said  Oovernctr  and 
Com|)any,  and  the  said  William  M'Oillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Ed- 
ward Ellice,  and  the  persons  authorized  to  carry  cm  exclusive  trade  by 
them  (m  grant,  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  during 
the  |>eri«Kl  of  that  grant ;  and  whereiis  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
have  ac<iuired  to  themselves  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  th  •  sjiid  William 
M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  under  the  Siiid  recited 
grant,  and  the  said  Governor  and  Company  having  humbly  besought  us 
to  accept  a  surrender  of  the  said  gnuit,  and  in  conhideratir>n  thereof  to 
make  a  grant  to  them,  and  give  to  them  our  Royal  License  and  authority 
of  and  for  the  like  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  North 
America,  for  the  like  period  and  upon  similar  terms  and  conditions  to 
those  specitied  and  referred  to  in  the  said  recited  grant  :  N(»w  know  ye, 
that  in  considerati(m  of  the  surrender  made  to  us  of  the  wiid  recited  grant, 
and  being  desirous  of  encouraging  the  s;iid  trade,  and  of  preventing  as 
much  as  |M>ssible  a  recurrence  <if  the  evils  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  the 
said  recited  gnmt :  as  also  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rent«  hereinafter 
reaen'ed  to  us,  we  do  hereby  grant  and  give  our  License,  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  one  of  our  ])rinci(ml  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  (Jovemor 
and  Company,  and  their  successors,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading 
with  the  Indians  in  all  such  {>arts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  and 
to  the  westwartl  of  the  lands  and  territ^iries  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  as  sliall  not  form  jmri  of  any  of  <>ur  provinces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, or  ot  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  saii  United  Stiites  of 
America  or  to  any  European  government,  state  or  power,  but  subject  never- 
theless as  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  And  we  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant 
and  secure  to  the  »iid  Govern»>r  and  Company,  and  tlieir  successors,  tlie 
sole  and  exclusive  privilege,    for   the    full    j)eriod   of  21  years  from  the 
date  of  this  our  grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  {mrts  of  North 
America  as  aforesiiid.  (except  as  hereinafter  mentioned):  And  we  do  here- 
by declare,  that  no  rent  shall  be  retpiired  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of 
this  our  grant  and  Lict*nse,  or  uny  privileges  given  thereby,  for  the  first 
four  years  of  the  said  term  of  21  years  ;  and  we  do  hereby  reserve  to 
ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  lemainder  of  the  said  term  of 
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Mid  (iDrvntrS 


SI  ye»rB,  the  jiwrly  rdiit,  ur  mini  iil  Bet.  hi  be  paid  by  llio  Mid  (i 

_«Dd  Coiiiptttiy,  or  tiieir  «it<.wU»rh.  on  the  Ant  Any  at  Juite  in  »Ti>iy  jtai, 

L  Into  our  Kxoliequur,  un  thp  Hccinint  iif  lu.  our  heJra  And  aucctM-'n  :  tnd 

K  wc  ilu  hereby  dtwliMv,  th»t  the  mid  Onrcmor  nnd  Company,  uul  ihi'ir 

''HKCvtuon,  (th\ll  diifin^  tbu  period  iif  tills  nur  gmiit  uiA  lAceaae.  kc^ 

iDOumlf  rvjcixtiim  »f  hU  (ivrsunB  iu  tlieir  diDjilciy  iu  nny  )Art*  of  Notib 

kttieHcA,  «iid  ><li«l]  unco  iu  CHvb  ye&r  rotum  to  uur  St-crvUry  □(  t!bt» 

kceiir«lti  du]il»«ti!8  »f  such  rq^Uton  ;  and  «hftU  ntsu  i-utcr  bito  mhI  gm 

Mciirily  tn  us,  i>iir  lioira  and  Bucowtuni,  iii  tho  jiciihI  huui  of  O.IKIH,  (k 

raring,  ns  for  lut  iu  ibuiii  iu»y  lie.  or  aa  they  «ui  by  thtiir  Buihuntf 

It  tho  ■urfKiiU  Kntl  pvlMiiia  iu  iboir  uiupluy,   the  due  mouutiiJii  i4  tU 

niinal  and  civil  ]inict»j»06  by  the  ntKoim  and  |>enH>ii«  lt<s«lly  i-inpuwcrwi 

O  cxifcutc  auuli  pRKWBHw  within  alt  thv  turiUirim  included  in  Ihit  ■'«t 

ffMiil,  and  for  tho  iinnluciu^  or  ilwlivsrini;  inUi  cuKt<Mly  for  tlif  I'urjrata 

!'«f  trial  lUl  pvrx'iix  in  their  «m|»loy  ur  acting  undw  tlieir  audiuntj  within 
tli«  Mtid  t«nit'iriu«  «ho  Hiistl  )>v  diatged  with  Any  criminal  "fliiuiw  ;  lai 
ire  do  abu  hurvby  r«t)uic»,  that  the  Raid  <>(iTontor  and  C>iiu|>uiy.  unJ 
their  BUCL-uNMin.  nhall,  a*  aoon  as  thv  same  onn  be  mntcnii'tilly  dt>iie, 
make  and  submit  fur  our  onajdenitiun  nnd  appruval  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  mana^eni«nt  and  carrying  on  the  said  fur  tmde  with  the 
Indians,  and  the  conduct  of  the  peraons  employed  by  them  therein,  u 
may  api>ear  to  us  to  Iw  offectunl  for  diniiniHhing  or  preventiii);  the  «ale  or 
diatribution  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  |>n>moting  their 
moral  and  religious  ini|>rovenient :  Bui  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  noth- 
ing iu  this  our  grant  uoutained  shall  bu  deemed  or  cunstrued  to  authorize 
the  »aid  Covenior  and  Coni|>any,  ur  their  success'irs,  or  nny  |>ersonii  m 
their  employ,  to  claim  or  exercise  any  trade  with  the  Indians  or  tlie 
North-West  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains  to 
the  (irejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  of  the  subjectH  of  anj'  foreign  s!at«e, 
who  utidet  or  by  force  of  any  convention  for  the  time  being  between  ui 
and  Hucli  foreign  slateit  resjiectively,  may  be  entitled  to  and  aliall  Iw  en- 
gaged in  the  said  trade  :  Provided  nevertheless,  and  we  do  hereby 
declare  our  pleasure  to  he,  that  nothing  herein  ontained  shall  extend  or 
be  construed  to  prevent  the  establishment  by  us,  our  heirs  or  succemi'n, 
witliin  the  terrilorius  afopbsaid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  pn>vineeB,  or  for  annexing  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  territorict 
to  any  existing  co'ony  or  colonies  to  us  in  rijjht  of  our  Iniperinl  Crown, 
belonging,  or  fur  ramstitiiting  any  such  form  of  civil  government  as  to  m. 
-may  mieiii  meet  within  any  such  colony  or  co'onies,  province  or  prn- 
vinces  :  And  we  do  liercby  reserve  to  us,  our  heirs  aud  succenHurs.  full 
{Hiwer  and  authority  to  revoke  tln-so  presents,  or  any  jiart  thereof,  in  to 
fur  (IS  the  Haiue  nisy  embnicu  or  extend  to  any  of  the  tcrritoriea  aforesaid, 
wliich  may  hereafter  be  coiiijiriHed  witliin  any  colony  or  coluutes,  ]>mviDce 
or  provinces  as  aforesaid  : 
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It  being  nevertheless  hereby  declared,  that  no  British  subjects  other 
than  and  except  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors, 
and  the  persons  authorized  to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by  them,  shall 
trade  with  the  Indians  during  the  period  of  this  our  grant  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  or  within  that  part  thereof  which  shall  not  be  comprised 
within  any  such  colony  or  province  as  aforesaid. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace, 
SOth  day  of  May,  1838. 

By  Her  Majesty's  Command, 

(L.  8.)  (Signed)    GLENELG. 


No.  4. 
Co»uu8sioN   Appointing  Hon.    Wm.   McDougall  Libutenant-Gtovek- 

NOR   OF  THE   N0RTH-We.ST  TeRKITOKIES,    CanADA. 

John  Young. 

Vktoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the 

Faith,  i^c. 

To  the  Honorable  William  McDougall,  of  the  City  of  Ottawa,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  in  Our  Dominion  of  Canada,  Member  of  Our 
Privy  Council  for  Catinda,  and  Companion  of  Our  Most  Honorable 
Order  of  the  Bath,— Gkeetino  : 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  made  and  i)aMed  in 
the  Session  held  in  the  thirty-second  and  thirty-third  years  of  Our  reign, 
and  intituled  : 

"  An  Act  for  the  Temporary  Government  of  Rupert  s  Land  and  the 
North- West  Territory  when  united  with  Canada."  After  reciting  that  it 
is  probable  that  We,  pursuant  to  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867, 
may  be  pleased  to  adm«t  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- West  Territory 
into  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Cana<la  before  the  then  next  session  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament,  and  further  reciting  that  it  is  expedient  to  pre- 
pare for  the  transfer  of  the  said  Territories  from  the  Local  Territories  to 
the  Government  of  Canada  at  the  time  which  may  be  apjiointed  by  Us  for 
such  admission,  and  to  make  some  temjMirary  provision  for  the  civil  gov- 
ernment of  such  Territories  until  more  perma'.ent  arrangements  can  be 
made  by  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Canada.  It  is  by  the  said 
Act  now  in  recital  in  effect  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Our  Gover- 
nor, by  any  order  or  t>rders  to  be  by  liim  from  time  to  time  made  with 
HH 
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theatlric«»f  tlie  Prir^  Couui.^1  and  ■iibjvcl  li>  iiicb  coDdiUona uul  r»tnc 
tioiu  na  ti>  hini  shall  seem  meet,  tt>  HUth(inz«  auch  ufticer  aa  h«  ins)^  frum 
time  to  time  Kppuint  >■  L)outeii»nt-G(n-enior  of  tl>«  KuitU-Wi-ai  Tuin- 
tnries,  tu  luaka  [iruvisioD  for  tliu  admiDistratjoii  of  juatieu  therein,  xud 
gcnsndly  tu  make,  orditin  and  establish  all  Huch  Ihhr,  iiialilulioiu  and 
oidinonow  a«  may  t;e  neceawuy  for  the  peace,  order  kdiI  ^iHid  );»v«niiupnl 
of  Our  aubjeVta  and,  others  therein,  and  it  also  furlliar  eiMCt«d.  that  ih» 
Ldout«iuuit-Ooveni(ir  aliuU  adnUDister  tha  goveminent  under  inatructiiini 
givMi  liim  fmm  time  Ui  time  by  Ordor  in  Council.  | 

A  >ut  tflMtriiii  (or  the  purpnae  of  prcpuing  for  the  traimfer  of  the  N<>nh>  i 
Wmt  Territnrie*  atxreanid  to  thu  (Mirornaiotit  of  Canada,  at  ihi^  tine 
wliich  m»y  lie  appointed  hy  Us  for  oiich  odiuisaioti,  and  for  making  ttmt 
t^lDporary  pmriiion  for  tJie  Civil  Government  c)f  such  Te^Tito^ie^  Wt 
art!  ilcairniu  of  appoitttinji  yuu,  the  said  WiJliura  McUougall,  to  lie  Lien- 
trnaiit-tl..vtTrutT  of  the  Norlk-  Iftgl  TrrrilDritJi, 

yiitp  kitaie  yt  that  Wo.  re[HNUU|;  H|>«.-cia]  trust  and  cuufidencv  in  the  ! 
[ffudenop,  courage,  loyalty  aud  inl-egrity  of  you,  the  said  Williani  Ur> 
I>OTi|!all,  of  OUT  BBpecial  graoe.  oertain  knowledge  and  mere  mrition.  har« 
thmiaht  tit  If  oonfititutu  and  altjioiiit  you,  en,  from  HinhiftiT  [lie  dny  tc  U- 
named  by  I. 'a  for  the  admiKition  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-Wcstera 
Territiir}-  ititt)  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Csnndn,  to  be,  during  Our  plea- 
sure, Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North-West  Territories  aforesiijd,  and 
We  do  hereby  autborize  and  empower,  and  require  and  command  you,  on, 
from  and  after  the  day  tii  be  ho  name<l  by  Us  for  the  admission  of  Hupert's 
Land  and  the  North- Western  Territory  into  the  Uni<)n  or  Dominion  of 
CunadiL  as  uforeaaid,  in  due  manner,  to  do  and  execute,  in  all  things  that 
shall  belong  to  your  said  command,  and  the  trust  We  have  repoaed  in 
you,  according  t«  the  several  provisions  and  instructions,  granted  or  ap- 
{Hiinted  you  by  thiH  Our  Comniisaion,  and  of  the  Act  hereinbefore  recited, 
acoirding  to  such  instructiona  aa  are  herewith  given  to  you,  or  which  may 
from  tiiut;  to  time  be  given  to  you  in  reipect  of  the  North- West  Terri' 
turies  afoiesiiid.  and  the  government  thereof,  by  order  of  Our  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  under  the  sign  manual  of  Our  iHid  Governor-Gen  end, 
or  by  Va  through  one  of  Our  Privy  Council  of  Canada,  and  according  to 
such  laws  aa  are  or  shall  be  enforced  within  the  North-West  Terrilor- 

In  testimony  whereof  We  have  caused  these  Our  Letters  to  be  made 
Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  Canada  to  be  hereunto  affixed  :  Witness, 
Our  trusty  and  well-beloved  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Young, 
Baronet,  one  of  Our  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council.  Knight  Grand  Crew  - 
of  Our  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  Our 
htoBt  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Micliael  and  Saint  George,  Governor- 
General  of  Canada. 
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At  Our  Government  House,  in  Our  City  of  C>ttawa,  this  Twenty-ninth 
day  t)f  September,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  and  the  thirty-tliird  year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  Command, 

Hector  L.    Lanoevin, 

Secretanj  of  Stak. 


Xo.   5. 

pROi'LAMATION    LSSlEp    BY    HoN.     Wm.     McDoUtJALL    OX    IsT   DeCBMBER, 

Victoria,  by  the  Grace  <if  (ion,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
BriUiin  and  Irehmd,  C^ceev,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  etc., 
etc. 

William  MiDoccjall. 

To  nil  whom  it  nuiif  coiiceniy  GREETiXtj  : 

PROCLAALVTION. 

Whereas,  by  ''  The  British  North  America  Act,  1867,"  it  wjia  (anumgHt 
other  things)  enacted,  that  it  Khouhl  Imj  lawful  for  Her  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  on  Ad- 
dress from  the  Houses  of  Parliament  of  Canada,  t<»  admit  Rupert's  Land 
and  the  North -Western  Territory,  or  either  of  them,  into  the  Tnion  or 
Dominion  of  Canada,  on  such  terms  and  conditi<ms  as  are  in  the  Address 
expressed,  and  as  Her  Majesty  thinks  fit  to  approve  ; 

And,  whereas,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  said  provisions 
of  *»  The  British  North  America  Act,  1^67,"  **  The  Rupert's  Land  Act, 
18r>8."  enacted  and  declared  that  it  should  be  competent  for  **  the  Gover- 
nor and  Company  of  Adventurei*s  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,'*  to  surrender  to  Her  Majesty,  and  for  Her  Majesty,  by  any  instru- 
ment under  Her  sign  manual  and  signet,  to  Jiccept  a  surrender  of  all  or 
any  of  the  lands,  territories,  |M)wers,  and  authorities,  whatsoever,  granted, 
«»r  purported  to  be  granted,  by  certain  Letters  Patent  (►f  His  hite  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  Seconal,  t«»  the  said  (Joverner  and  C«>m|MUiy  within 
Ru|)ert's  Lan<l,  ujion  such  terms  and  conditions  as  should  be  agreed  upon, 
by  and  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  siiid  Governor  and  Company:  And 
whereas,  by  **  The  Rupeit's  Liind  Act,  184»8,"  it  is  further  enacted,  that 
from  the  date  of  the  admission  of  Rupert's  Ljind  into  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  as  afores;iid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Parliament  of  Canada  to 
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mnke,  urdniii,  and  caMblwh,  within  the  Mid  Innil  aiiiI  tvrriUirs  mimIiiki- 
teii.  <u  aforeanid,  all  such  tnwa,  ituititutinnn  and  ordiiunct».  Mid  In  omuili' 
tute  aut-'h  courts,  and  officers  ha  niay  be  iiecessarj  for  the  puace,  "rder  hiuI 
good  govemuient  of  Her  HajentT')!  subjects,  and  others  therein  : 

And  irhcreaa,  it  ii  further  prtirided  by  the  raid  Act,  tlwt  until  mlier- 
wi*e  eiUM;t«  I  hy  the  said  PiiTliAmeiit  of  Canada,  all  the  puwerh.  mitlHir- 
itiea  and  jurtadiction  uf  the  •everal  cnurts  of  justice  duw  establi^hnd  in 
Itupert'a  land,  and  of  the  Hovcral  officers  thereof  And  of  nil  luagintratc* 
And  justices,  now  acting  within  the  said  limits,  tthall  ctiotjiiiir  in  lull  forn 
Mid  eHi»ct  therein  ;  And  whereHs,  the  said  Govenior  and  Com^ianj  hare 
vurrendeted  tu  Her  Majesty,  and  Her  Majesty  has  auceptwl  a  mirrvtuicr 
of  all  the  lands,  terriiories,  privilt'tUM,  liberties,  fraiichistA,  jiouen  and 
authorities  granted,  or  purjiorted  tii  be  KTanl^d,  by  Uie  ssid  Lettcn 
Patent,  upon  certain  tenos  and  conditions  agreed  upon  by  and  b«t«cea 
Her  Majesty  and  the  said  Guremor  and  Cunipany ; 

And  whereas.  Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Majcst;'* 
Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  and  an  Address  from  both  thc^  Housmof 
the  Pirliament  of  Caunda,  in  jnirsiiunce  of  the  one  hundred  nnd  f"rt;- 
aixth  section  of  "  The  British  North  America  Act,  1867."  hath  declared 
that  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- Western  Territory,  shall,  and  frumtfae 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine,  be  admitted  into,  and  become  part  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  u]>on  the  terms  and  conditions  expressed  in  the  said  Address, 
of  which  Her  Majesty  has  approved,  and  Rupert's  Land,  and  the  aiid 
North- ^^'eBtem  Territory,  are  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  hav«  become 
part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  accordingly  : 

And  whereas,  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  by  an  Act  intituled  "An  Act 
{or  the  temporary  Government  of  Rupert's  I^ud  and  tb«  Nurth-Weatem 
Territory,  when  united  with  Canada, "enacted  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor,  by  any  order  or  orders,  to  be  by  him,  from  time  to  timr. 
made  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  (and  subject  to  such  condi- 
tions and  restrictionH  aa  to  him  should  seem  meet),  to  authorize  and  em- 
power such  officer  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint,  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  North-Went  Territories,  to  make  provision  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  therein,  and  generally  to  make,  ordain  uid  establish 
all  such  laws,  and  inRtitutions.  and  ordinances  as  may  be  neceHsaiy  fortfae 
peace,  order  and  good  government  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  othen 
therein.  Now  know  ye,  that  tre  have  seen  fit,  by  our  Royal  Letteis 
Patent,  bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  ol 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  uxty-nine,  to  appoint  the  Hon- 
orable William  McDougiUl,  of  the  City  of  Uttawa,  in  the  Province  irf 
Ontario,  in  our  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  member  of  Privy  Council  for 
Canada,  and  Companion  uf  Our  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Batti,  <n, 
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Harch,  therefore,  Commissioner  Smith  went  to  see  him,  and, 
as  a  result  of  this  visit.  Judge  Black  consented  to  go  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  English-speaking  population,  a  decision  which 
was  hailed  with  pleasure  by  the  settlers. 

On  the  18th  March,  Commissioner  Smith  left  Fort  Garry 
on  his  return  to  Canada,  and  on  the  23rd,  the  two  delegates. 
Rev.  Pere  Richot  and  Alfred  H.  Scott,  took  their  departure 
for  Ottawa,  followed  the  next  day  by  Judge  Black,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Captain  Bolton,  the  latter  gentleman  having 
been  liberated  from  prison  on  the  16th.  Each  day  now  saw 
several  of  the  prisoners  released,  until  all  were  at  liberty,  and 
8o  far  Kiel  kept  his  promise  given  to  Commissioner  Smith. 

The  following  is  the  commission  and  letter  of  instructions 
hande<i  to  the  delegates  : 

GOVEHNMENT  HOT'SE, 

WiNNiPECJ,  Assiniboia. 


To 


Sir — The  President  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Assiniboia, 
(formerly  Rupert's  Liid  and  the  North- West),  in  council,  do  hereby  au- 
thorize and  delegate  you  to  proceed  to  the  City  of  Ottawa,  and  lay  before 
the  Dominion  Government  the  accompanying  list  of  propositions  and  con- 
ditions as  the  terms  upon  which  the  people  of  Assiniboia  will  consent  to 
enter  into  Confederation  with  the  other  provinces  of  the  Dominion.  You 
will  also  herewith  receive  a  letter  of  instructions,  which  will  be  your 
guide  in  the  execution  of  this  commission. 

Signed  this  twenty-second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  sevent} . 

By  order, 

Thomas  Bunn, 

Secretary  of  State. 

LETTER  OF  INSTKL'CTIONS. 

SiB— Enclosed  with  this  letter  you  will  receive  your  commission  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  people  of  this 
country  will  consent  to  enter  into  the  Confederation  of  Canada.  You 
will  please  proceed  with  convenient  speed  to  the  City  of  Ottawa,  Canada, 
and  on  arriving  there  you  will,  in  company  with  the  other  delegates,  put 
yourself  immediateiy  in  communication  with  the  Dominion  Government, 
on  the  subject  of  your  commission.     You  will  please  observe  that  with 


tHurii^I  iif  Awiniboine,  adJ  have,  irilh  fori^  onit  Arnia,  itrraMM,  miiI 
held  ns  prisoD^n,  Dumeroiu  prirat«  nnd  oHicinl  j)e'rsiins.  anil  prvvimlitif 
them  IrADi  proceeding  cm  ilieir  lawful  journcf  imd  liuidneu,  and  bavo 
cummttlecl  other  ucts  of  Inwldsa  Tii>l«aoe,  in  contempt  uid  delUnco  of  tbv 
ina^stTMteB  nnd  local  ^utharicies ; 

And.  whtreiin,  Willtuiu  MiicCi^viBh,  Kn>|..  Guverii'ir  uf  Asainibciine,  did. 
un  the  sixt«cuth  day  of  November  l&Ht,  [>ul>Liih  and  aiiiltn  known  tothtw 
armed  men,  aiid  all  others  whimi  it  inisht  oinci^m.  that  the  lavUu  Ml* 
aforesaid,  and  which  wore  particularly  set  furlJi  in  liia  Proclanution,  *in* 
"  contraiy  t'l  ilie  reinoiistranues  »nd  priil«<itii  i-f  the  jiublic  aathciriliBii," 
and  did  thereiii  proteMt  agairiat  each  and  hII  uf  the  Hni<I  unlawful  acta  and 
intiinta,  and  charged  and  puiuDianded  the  Maid  armed  persona  xir  imuwdi- 
atL-ly  dinpenc  iheiuselvi:^,  and  poaceably  to  de]iart  to  tbeir  habitation*  kt 
lawful  Iiasinoss,  under  lh«  luuns  and  penalliea  of  the  Inn  ; 

And.  wherea*.  sine*  the  iasue  of  the  mid  ]>mt«et  or  PruclHiiinliiin.  era- 
buji  of  the  armed  men  afcirewiid,  hare  Inlcen  pnsMemioD  of  the  public  re- 
eords  ami  paprrx  at  Fort  ^iarry.  and  havo  acixed  And  held  oa  priaoncn  the 
publlt'  Kllicorn.  or  jwritonR  having  charge  of  the  same.  and.  ae  I  am  aedil- 
ably  informed,  atill  keep  unlawful  potaesnion  of  the  said  recorda  and  pub- 
lic property,  and  with  force  and  arms  continue  to  obstruct  public  offiten, 
and  others,  in  the  performance  of  their  lawful  duty  and  business,  to  the 
great  terror,  loss,  and  injury  uf  Her  Majesty's  {>eaceful  subjects,  and  in 
oun tempt  of  Her  Boyal  authority  ; 

And,  whereas.  Her  Majesty,  by  Letteis  Patent,  under  the  Great  S«al 
of  the  Domuiion  of  Canada,  bearing  dnt«  the  twentj-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  siit;- 
nine,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  be,  from  and  after  the 
firsl  day  of  December  instant,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North-West 
Territories,  and  did  authorize  and  command  me  to  do  and  execute  all 
things  in  due  manner  that  should  belong  to  my  said  command. 

Know  you,  that  reposing  trust  and  confidence  in  your  coursge.  loyalty. 
fidelity,  discretion  nnd  ability,  and  under,  and  in  virtue  of  the  authority 
in  me  vested,  T  have  nominated  and  appointed,  and,  by  these  presents, 
do  nominate  and  ap)K>int  you.  the  said  John  Stoughton  Dennis,  to  be  luj 
Lieutenant,  and  a  Ci>nservatiir  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  North-West 
Territories,  and  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  as  such  to  raise, 
orgHiiize,  arm,  eipiip,  and  provision  a  sufficient  force  within  the  said  Ter- 
rit<iries.  and,  with  the  said  force,  to  attack,  arrest,  disarm,  or  disperae 
the  Siiid  armed  men,  so  unlawfully  assembled  and  disturbing  the  public 
peace  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  and  with  the  force  aforesaid,  to  aasault.  fire 
upon.  ]mll  down,  or  break  into  any  fort,  house,  stronghold,  or  other  place 
in  which  the  said  armed  men  may  be  found  ;  and,  I  hereby  autborite  you. 
as  Bucli  Lieutenant  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace,  U>  hire,  purchase,  im- 
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]>re8s,  and  take  all  necessary  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies, 
and  all  cattle,  horses,  wagons,  sleighs,  or  other  vehicles,  which  may  be 
required  for  the  use  of  the  force  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  ;  and  I  further 
authorize  you  to  appoint  as  many  officers  and  deputies  under  you,  and  to 
give  them  such  orders  and  instructions,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be 
found  necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  services  herein  re()uired 
of  you,  reporting  tc»  me  the  said  appointments  and  orders,  as  you  shall 
find  opportunity,  for  confirmation  or  otherwise  ;  and  I  hereby  give  you 
full  |>ower  and  authority  to  call  upon  all  magistrates  and  peace  officers  to 
aid  and  assist  you,  and  to  order  all  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- 
West  Territories,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  to  8up{>ort  and 
assist  you  in  protecting  the  lives  and  properties  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects,  and  in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to 
seize,  disjierse,  or  overcome  by  force,  the  said  armed  men,  and  all  others 
who  may  be  found  aiding  or  abetting  them  in  their  unlawful  acts. 

And  the  said  persons  so  called  u})on  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  are  hereby 
orderetl  and  enjoined,  at  their  peril,  to  obey  your  orders  and  directions 
in  that  behalf ;  and  this  shall  be  sufficient  warrant  for  what  you  or  they 
do  in  the  premises,  so  long  as  this  Commission  remains  in  force. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Red  River,  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritories, this  the  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundreil  and  sixty -nine,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  Her  Reign. 

By  Command, 

WILLIAM  McDOUGALL. 
J.  A.  N.  PROVENCHER. 


No.  7. 

Pboc'lamatiox   lssuei)  by    Hon.  Wm.  McDouoall  on  2nd  December, 

1809. 

The  North- West  Territories. 

PROCLAMATION. 

B3'  His  Excellency  the  Honorable  William  McDougall,  a  memlHir  of  Her 
Majesty's  Privy  Council  of  Canada,  and  Companion  of  the  Most 
Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant -(Jovernor  of  the  North- 
West  Territories,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

To  ttH  to  frhnm  thae  presents  sJmll  com*\     Greetinu  : 

Whbreas,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  bearing  date  the  twenty -ninth  day  of 


J 


Septetabcr.  in  the  yeiir  of  our  l.<>rd  one  thniiannd  i-ight  hundml  biiiI  aii- 
Q'-nine,  in  the  thirty-third  yenr  of  Her  HnjeEty's  reigii,  has  hevn  i(ncioi» 
Ijr  pleMcd  tti  cutMtitute  and  n^puint  me  an  fnmt  niid  after  the  day  to  be 
nstiwd  by  Her  Majesty  for  tlie  ndinisKJon  of  Kiipert's  Land  and  the  Soith- 
'Ht  Territury  into  llie  I'nion  ur  Doniinii-ii  uf  Canada,  to  be  Lieutenanl- 

luvemor  in  and  urur  the  Nnrth-Wrst  Tcrrituiiea  during  Her  Hajesty't 

''■WBuru,  and  did  Ilit-rtby  authoriee  and  tmpuver  and  require  and  coin- 
nd  me,  im,  from  and  after  the  day  afiirexaid.  to  dn  and  execute  all  thing* 

n  due  manner  that  shall  l)elon^  tu  luy  said  oummond.  and  the  truat  re[Ki» 
ed  in  me,  according  t(>  the  several  powers  and  intdructions  i^nted  orap- 
pciinted  nie  by  that  Her  Majesty's  ComiuiiiBion.  and  of  the  Act  of  Parhj- 
ment  pas&ed  in  the  Ihirty-secnnd  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intituled 
"An  Act  for  the  Temporary  Govemiuent   of   Rupert'a  L^nd.   and  thv 

forth -WifHtem  Territories,  when  united  with  Canada,''  and  the  tnatmctiMui 
ven  mu  with  such  CummlsHion,  ur  by  such  further  instructioufi  afe  lui; 
truafter  he  Kiven  me  in  respect  of  the  North- West  TscntiirieB.  and  the 
lioremment  thereof,  by  Her  Klajeety's  Ouveruor-Geneisl  in  Cunticil  under 
his  sign  nianusl,  ur  thnmgh  one  of  Her  MsJBBty'K  Privy  Couni-il  of  Canadi, 
and  according  to  such  laws  as  are  now  and  shall  hereafter  be  in  fon%  in 
the  said  North-WeHt  Territories  ;  and  whereas  Her  Majesty  has  declared 
and  naniud  the  first  day  of  December  instant  aa  the  day  fur  the  odtnission 
of  Bu]iert'a  Land  and  the  North-West  Territory  into  the  Union  anil 
Dominion  uf  Canada  ;  And  whereas  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  "The 
British  North  America  Act  1867,"    The  Rupert's  Land  Act  1866,  the  said 

'Act  for  the  Temporary  Government  of  Ruperts  Land  and  the  North- 
western Territority  when  united  with  Canada,"  and  the  said  Declantion 
and  Order  of  Her  Majesty,  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-West  Territory 
have  been  admitted  into  union  with,  and  have  become,  and  are  now  part 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  are  henceforth  to  be  styled  and  known  ai 
"  The  N<irth  Wont  Territories  " 

Now  Know  Ye  that  1  have  thought  fit  to  issue  tbia  Proclamation  tomake 
known  Her  Majesty's  said  appointment  to  all  Officers,  BfB|^trat«s,  Sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty's  and  others  within  the  said  "The  Nortb-Weat  Ter- 
ritories," and  I  do  hereby  require  and  command  that  all  and  Biiigular,  the 
public  oflicerB  and  functionaries  holding  office  in  Rupert's  lAod,  and  the 
North -Western  Territory  at  ihe  time  of  theit  admission  into  the  Union  as 
aforesaid,  excepting  the  public  officer  or  functionary  at  the  head  of  the 
Administration  of  affairs, do  continue  in  the  execution  of  their  several  and 
respective  <ithceB,  duties,  places,  and  employments,  until  otherwise  order- 
ed by  me  under  the  authority  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Act ;  And  I  do 
Imreby  further  re(|uire  and  command  that  all  Her  Majesty's  loving  aub- 
ject-s,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  do  take  notice  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal-at-Arms  at  Red  River  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritories, this  second  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  in  the  Thirty-third  year  of  Her 

Majesty's  Reign. 

By  Command, 

WM.  McDOUGALL. 
J.  A.N.  Provencher, 

Secretary, 


No.  8. 

PROC'LAMATION    OF    SiR  JOHN   YoUNO,    GoVERNOil-G  ENERAL  OF    CANADA, 

ox  6th  Decebiber,  1869. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Young,  Baronet,  a 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and 
St.  George,  Governor-General  of  Canada. 

To  all  and  event  the  Loyil  Subjects  of  Her  Majesty  tht  Queen,  at^  to  all  to 
ucham  thtae  Presents  may  conve.  Greeting  : 

The  Queen  has  charged  uie,  as  Her  Repre.sentative,  to  inform  you  that 
certain  misguided  persons  in  Her  Settlement  on  the  Red  River,  have 
banded  themselves  together  to  opj)OHe  by  force  the  entry  into  Her  North- 
western Territories  of  the  officer  selected  to  administer,  in  Her  name,  the 
Government,  when  the  Territories  are  united  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
under  the  authority  of  the  late  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and  that  those  parties  have  also  forcibly,  and  with  violence,  pre- 
vented others  of  Her  loyal  subjects  from  ingress  into  the  country. 

Her  Majesty  feels  assured  that  she  may  rely  ujKm  the  loyalty  of  Her 
subjects  in  the  North-West.  and  believes  those  men,  who  have  thus 
illegally  joined  together,  have  done  so  from  some  misrepresentation. 

The  Queen  is  convinced  that,  in  sanctioning  the  I'nion  of  the  North- 
West  Territories  with  Canada,  she  is  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
residents,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthening  and  consolidating  Her 
North  American  possessions  us  {>art  of  tlie  British  Empire.  You  may 
judge  then  of  the  sorrow  and  displeasure  with  which  the  Queen  reviews 
the  unreasonable  and  lawless  proceedings  which  have  occurred. 

Her  Majesty  commands  me  to  state  to  you  that  she  will  always  be 
ready,    through    me   as  Her  representative,  to  redress  all    well-fcmnded 


XXXIV 


AI'PENrilX. 


([rievnnoes.  niul  t.hnt  ahs  has  iiistrMctad  iiic  t»  henr  and  ai'ii«i<ler  uij  oam- 
^l«ints  thnt  iDHy  ho  icuide,  i>r  Huiu-us  tljsl  amy  be  cxpnsstid  Iii  uic  *» 
<fnirem'ir-Geiienl.  At  the  niuae  tiiue  nhe  iam  charged  me  vi  eieroM 
kU  the  powers  and  authority  with  which  she  has  trusted  luu  in  llie  Rip- 
purt  uf  order,  and  the  supprcsaion  tit  unlawful  disturlmnceA. 

By  Ht>r  Majeaty's  authority.  I  du  therefore  oASure  you,  tliat  i<n  the 
Uiuun  with  Canada  aU  your  civil  and  religious  riglttaand  privilegoi  will  be 
r«s]i«ct«d,  yciur  pnipertioa  mcuriKl  to  ynu,  and  tliai  your  country  wiU  bo 
(^iivernud,  a«  iu  tlie  [MUt,  under  British  Inws,  and  in  the  a^jrit  iif  Britirii 
jiislii'f, 

1  dij,  furtiier,  under  Hor  nulhorily,  enlrwit  anil  L-omniaiid  thow  ol 
you  who  are  still  MNuinbled  and  buudvd  t(igt<th«r  in  defiance  vf  law,  (watw- 
stily  tu  dispuTse  and  mtura  t<i  your  homes,  under  tlie  p«ua]tius  uf  the  law 
in  case  of  disoltedience. 

And  i  do  lastly  inform  you.  that  iu  CHse  of  your  immediate .  and  |>eacB- 
able  obuUienca  sntl  disp^rBimi  I  shall  order  that  no  le^al  {iroceedin^  b* 
taken  agaiiiHt  any  parties  implicnted  in  these  unfortunate  breaches  of 
the  law. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Uttawa,  this  Sixth  day  of 
Decemlmr,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Sixty-nine,  and  in  the  Thirtv-thitd  year  of  Her  Majesty's  Beign. 

<Seal.) 

By  Command, 

JOHN  YOUNG. 


Commission  issibd  to  Donalb  A.  Smith,  Esq.,  appointiso  e 
Commissioner. 

CANADA. 


VitToHiA,  by  the  Gnice  of  God,  etc. 
To  Donald  A.  Smith,  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  i 
and  Dominion  of   Cannda,   Esquire,  and  b 


the  Province  of  Quebec, 
all  others  to  whom  the 


Whereas,  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  passed  in  the  thirty- 
second  and  thirty-third  years  of  Our  Beign,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
teinptirarj-  Government  of  Rujiert's  Land  and  the  North- West  Territoiy, 
when  united  to  Canada,"  it  is  recited  that  it  is  piiHsibte  thHt  we  may  be 
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pleaHed  to  admit  Rupert  s  Land  and  the  North- West  Territory  into  the 
rnii)n  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  before  the  then  next  session  of  the 
Canadian  Parliament,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  pre])are  for  the  transfer 
of  the  said  Territories  from  the  Local  Authorities  to  the  Government  of 
Canada,  at  the  time  ap[K)inted  by  us  for  the  Civil  Government  of  such 
Territories,  until  more  [)ermanent  arrangements  can  be  made  by  the 
Government  and  Legislature  of  Canada,  and  it  is  by  the  said  Act  in  effect 
enacted  that  our  Governor  may  authorize  and  empower  such  oilicer  as  he 
may  appoint  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North-West  Territories,  and 
who  shall  administer  the  Government  as  by  tlie  said  Act  contemplated. 

And,  whereas,  in  the  preparation  for  the  transfer  of  the  said  Terri- 
tories, Our  Governor  of  Canada  was  pleased  to  send  the  Htmorable  ^^  m. 
McDougall,  the  gentleman  selected  to  be  the  Lieutenant-Governor  a« 
aforesaid,  on  its  union  with  Canada,  in  advance  and  in  anticipation  of  the 
union,  and  his  entry  into  the  said  Territories  was  obstructed  and  pre- 
vented by  certain  armed  parties  who  have  declared  their  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  at  the  proposed  union,  and  their  intention  to  resist  the 
same  by  force. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  enquiry  should  he  had  into  tlie 
causes  and  extent  of  such  obstruction,  opposition,  and  discontent,  as 
aforesaid. 

Now  know  ye,  that  having  confidence  in  your  h<mesty,  fidelity,  and  in- 
tegrity, we  do,  by  these  presents,  nominate,  constitute  and  ai)point  y<»u, 
the  said  Dtmald  A.  Smith,  to  l>e  our  S{)ecial  Connnissioner,  to  enquire 
int4>  the  causes,  nature,  and  extent  of  the  obstruction  offered  at  the  Red 
River,  in  the  North-West  Territories,  to  the  peaceable  ingress  of  the 
Honorable  Wm.  McDougall,  and  other  iMirties  authorized  by  our  Gover- 
nor-General of  Canada  to  proceed  into  the  same  ;  and  also  to  en<)uire  into 
the  causes  and  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  alleged  to  exist  in  respect  to 
the  pr(»}>osed  union  of  the  said  N(>rtli-West  Territories  with  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  ;  and  further  to  explain  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  sjiid  country, 
the  principles  on  which  the  Government  of  C^anada  intends  to  wlminister 
the  Government  of  the  Country,  according  to  such  instructions  as  may  \>v 
given  to  you  by  our  (tovernor  in  Council  in  this  behalf ;  and  to  take 
steps  to  remove  any  miKapprehensions  which  may  exist  in  respect  to  the 
mode  of  Government  of  the  wune,  and  to  report  to  our  (iovernor-(»enenil 
the  result  of  such  encjuiries,  an<l  «m  the  best  uunXv  of  quieting  an«l  re- 
moving such  discontent  ami  diswitisfaction  ;  and  ulnn  to  report  on  the 
most  proper  and  fitting  mo<K*  for  effecting  the  s]»ee<ly  transfer  of  the 
Countrj'  and  Government  from  the  autliority  of  the  Huds«m*8  Bay  C<mi- 
pany  t'>  the  (Government  of  Canada,  with  the  general  assent  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

And  further,   to  consider  an<l  report  on  the  nioMt  advisable   nxnle   of 
dealing  with  the  Indian  Tribes  in  the  North-West  Territories. 


[  iPPEXDrX. 

To  hiiVB  nnil  lo  lir.ld  Uie  mid  oiBce  of  C'>nimiHNi<>ii<^r.  f-T  tht  (larjuBoi 
mi  id  uiibi  yi'U  tlit  wiiil  Diiiinld  A.  Smith,  during  i>]«uur«.  ^^^M 

In  tt^iitiiiioriy  whvroot.  etc.  ^^^H 

'''VTE  — Tlio  uIhjvh  Cuimiiiwiiin  wsm  not  sent  ti)  Mr.   DoiinM  A.  Smltil 

>i>  25lb  JsiiUHry,    18T0,   iilthauffh   it   W4)t  ipven  uu'tcr  llie  Gr««i 

tit>  ITtli  Deoetiiliei      ~  ■    er  Smith,  hitwe\«r,  avtvd  iintlic 

the  lOth  Dtie  n  fact  a  cxmuiiseiixi  )(■■'"€  ''™ 

lilmt  Hiithoritv   .  ^"i--  >  the  heal  of   IiIh  jii<lf[iu«iit  in 

itg  nitb  the  tr  »  n  lUsi 

»  Arukiboia,  pauku  by  thk  Presii>bm  ani>  LBOt4LAnTB.^^H 
HtuuLy  ur  AittiixiiiotA  oh  tbb  Tth  Day  ov  Mav,  1870.  ^^^H 

(Sfuiul  Snalmi  of  tli<  Ixyitl'il'irr.  >  ^^^ 

(Theae  laws  come  into  operation  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  IS70  ;  until 
which  time  the  hiwa  under  which  the  country  has  hitherto  been  governed 
remain  in  full  force.  On  and  after  the  20U)  day  of  May,  1870,  all  the  old 
laws  are  repealed.) 

Note.— 7^«  fdUneitig  i$  merfly  u  iifnopiU  of  (ht  titnctmeittt  pa-ud,  thr.  dt- 
lititi  reliitiiig  fo  tchich  tcuidd  vecvpy  mart  tpnct  than  can  br.  tpartd: — 

GeNERAI.   PROTISIONB. 

1.  All  hneg  and  forfeitures  when  not  otherwise  appropriated  shall  go  to 
the  Public  Fund. 

2.  Every  enactment  nhall  be  interpreted  without  r«g»rd  to  the  distinc- 
tion of  gentler  or  number. 

3.  If  any  i>erHun  enciiu<nge  in  any  way  any  violation  of  any  local  enact 
ment.  he  shall  1>e  held  to  be  an  guilty  as  the  principal  offender. 

4.  That  unless  special  n^ulation  provide  to  the  contrary,  every  wroi^ 
has  its  remedy  under  the  fjeueral  Inw  of  the  country. 

6.  That  the  Uk  of  England  shHll  be  the  law  of  the  land  in  relation  ti> 
crimes  and  miKdemeanors  and  generally  as  to  all  civil  rights  except  where- 
in modified  by  the  local  law. 

AnMINlSTBATIO.N    OF  JCSTIC*. 

1.  Thnt  tlio  Supreme  Court  of  Asxiniboia  be  held  four  time*  a  year, 
Ffbruary.  Mny,  August  and  November. 
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2.  District  Courts  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  follows : 
Manitoba,  March,  September,  December  and  June  ;  Portage  la  Prairie, 
Ist  Tuesday  each  month  ;  White  Horse  PJain,  2nd  Tuesday  each  month  ; 
Fort  Garry,  4th  Tuesday  each  month  ;  St.  Andrews,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month. 

3.  Tlie  chairman  of  a  District  Court  sl^ill  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace — the 
chairman  and  two  magistrates  to  form  a  quorum. 

4.  The  District  Court  shall  take  cognizance  of  all  actions  for  not  more 
than  ten  pounds,  all  offences  with  fines  of  not  more  than  two  pounds,  and 
all  liquor  cases. 

5.  An  appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  District  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

H.  District  Court  eases  shall  be  tried  in  the  district  in  which  defendant 
resides. 

7.  Any  District  Magistrate  shall  issue  summons  for  his  own  district, 
but  not  for  any  other,  unless  countersigned  by  the  Magistrate  where  sum- 
mons is  to  take  effect. 

8.  District  Court  cases  must  not  be  brought  before  General  Court. 

9.  In  any  Court,  either  party  to  a  civil  action  may  be  made  the  other's 
witness. 

10.  Regulated  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  writs  issued  in  the  Supreme 
and  District  Courts. 

11.  Witnesses  and  jun>rs  to  be  paid  five  shillings  per  day. 

12.  In  Supreme  Court  cases,  a  deposit  of  one  pound  from  plaintiff 
necessary. 

13.  Allowances  for  feeding  prisoners,  and  in  cases  of  debt,  the  credit<»r 
to  be  responsible  for  same. 

14.  Fifteen  days'  notice  in  Supreme  Court  cases,  and  eight  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

16.  Trial  by  jury  in  Supreme  Court,  except  where  both  [Mirties  desire 
otherwise. 

16.  The  Legislative  Assembly  to  issue  licenses  to  practise  law  and  regu- 
lating fees. 

17.  Regulating  seizure  and  sale  of  g(H>d8  and  chattels  on  judgment. 

18.  The  right  of  capias. 

19.  In  case  of  capias,  the  complainant,  if  afterwards  found  to  have  no 
gnmnd  for  action,  to  be  liable  for  damages. 

20.  Regulating  seizure  of  the  ])roperty  of  an  absconding  debtor. 

21.  Summonses  for  the  General  Court  to  be  issued  only  by  Justices  of 
the  Peace. 

22.  Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  have  sunnnary  power  in 
deciding  cases  not  over  three  pounds,  or  damages  of  one  |M>und. 

23.  No  action  for  the  recovery  of  debt  to  bo  brought  before  the  August 
term  of  Su])renie  Court. 


ju^  nvl  oflioer  having  any  interast  in  a  eaae  I>i  ba  able  to  lit 

I.  Eni|Mirering  the  Coroner  ur  any  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  to  eiecut* 
ugmiMit  on  the  Sherifl". 

26.  Any  debt  or  crime  incurred  ur  committed  outside  juriadicCion  uf 
urt,  to  b«  prosecuted  when  pertiii  i*  found  within  linJtti  uf  juiiadivticii. 
27-  JuBticet  of  the  PuKcts,  Mugiatnt^s  and  Constables,  must  Im  Btitiih 

£8.  SuuiDioiut  n<>t  tit  ha  nerved  u.         i.JityK  ur  legal  holidays. 
2!P.  TliKi  Supreme  Court  M  b  ..-.dd  •■(  a  preaidinu;  Judge,  Rndthr«e 

uiOT«  JuHticen  of  tlie  Peace. 

30,  The  Sutireme  Court  to  take  cognixance  of  all  cases  nut  as»ipi«d  "> 
^  District  Court. 
SI.  Any  Imrriiter,  ndvueatc,  attorney  or  solicitor  qualifled  tn  pisotiu 
.w  in  the-  Unitvd  Kingdi>tn  or  any  British  Colony  to  be  e 
f  ill  the  W'urU  erf  Rod  Rivw. 
j2.  Providing  for  Reuonls  uf  the  Courts. 

Cl'STOMS   Dl'TlES. 

1.  The  duty  to  be  4  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

2.  Free  g^ioda  to  be — Iwr  iron,  steel,  books,  publications,  stationary, 
scieiititic  instruments,  agricultural  implements,  lia^^age,  -fcc.,  for  the 
{iresent  use  of  the  owner  ;  seeds,  roots,  plants,  goods  passing  in  bond 
cases,  bi>xus,  InutuIs,  bottles  or  covering  containing  goods  or  fluids,  monu- 
meiitnl  tAbleta  or  tombstones,  grindstones,  stoves,  goods  for  missions, 
aiiiiiinls  for  breeding  stock,  mill  and  factory  machinery. 

3.  Three  custom  houses,  one  each  at  Pembina,  Portage  la  Prairie  and 
Fort  Garry. 

4.  A  Collector  of  Customs  to  have  power  to  administer  oaths,  and  to 
search  for  and  seize  contraband  goods. 

5.  Collector  to  pay  the  duties  collected  into  the  Treasury  twice  eveiy 
month. 

ti.  Collecti.rs  to  be  entitled  bo  one  fifth  part  of  at 

7.  Providing  for  attested  invoicSB  or  manifests. 

8.  Collectors  to  verify  accuracy  of  invoices  by  oath,  if  neoestary,  or 
examination  of  goods. 

9.  Collectors  to  provide  clearance  certificates. 

10.  Providing  for  want  of  invoices. 

11.  Goods  without  clearance  certificate  to  l>e  seized. 

12.  The  owners  or  consigners  of  goods  by  way  of  Hudson's  Bay  to 
report  'luantity  and  }>rime  cu!<t  witliin  three  months,  under  penalty  of  not 
more  than  £4,000  sterling. 

13.  All  contraband  goods  seised  to  be  sold  by  auction. 
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14.  Two  shillings  a  gallon  to  be  the  duty  on  wines  and  liquors  im- 

lK)rt«d. 

Constables 

To  be  not  less  than  sixteen  in  number,  Manitoba,  1  :  Portage  la  Prairie, 
2  ;  White  Horse  Plains,  3  ;  St.  Andrews,  3  ;  Fort  Garry,  5  ;  Winnipeg, 
2.     Provision  was  then  made  for  the  Administration  of  Intestate  Estates. 

Postal. 

General  Post  Office  to  be  in  Winnipeg.  Mails  to  be  carried  at  public 
expense.  Charges  for  postage  : — Letters  under  half  ounce,  one  penny, 
and  a  penny  for  each  additional  half  ounce.  Magazines  or  Reviews,  two 
pence.  Newspapers,  half  penny,  those  from  office  of  publication  or 
exchanges  to  be  free.  Books,  half  pound  and  under,  four  pence.  Local 
letters,  one  penny  each.  LocJil  newspapers  to  subscribers  free.  Regula- 
tions for  advertised  letters.  Branch  offices  to  be  at  St.  Andrews,  Plead- 
ingly, Portage  la  Pniirie  and  St.  Norbert. 

Regulations  were  then  made  for  the  prevention  of  prairie  fires,  animals 
running  at  large,  and  for  bay  cutting  privileges. 

Liquor  Law. 

Any  person  selling  or  supplying  liquor  to  uncivilized  Indians  to  be 
tined. 

1.  Two  f>ounds  for  fumishini?  brewing  utensils. 

2.  Three  i>ounds  for  furnishing  malt. 

3.  Five  pounds  for  furnishing  beer  or  any  fermented  li(}Uor. 

4.  (^)ne  hundred  pounds  for  furnishing  distilled  spirits  or  any  intoxicat- 
ing drink  other  than  fermented  liquors. 

In  addition  to  above,  the  otfender  to  make  restitution  to  the  Indian,  and 
the  intoxiciited  Indian  to  be  impris<med  until  he  should  disclose  from 
whom  he  prt)cured  the  licjuor,  and  no  person  to  carry  liquor  among  In- 
dians, unless  in  tninsit  or  for  his  own  use. 

5.  No  person  to  sell  8])irits,  wine  or  beer,  under  five  gallons,  witliout  a 
license. 

The  litjuor  not  to  be  sold  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m.,  and  i)  a.m.,  nor 
on  Sundays,  (.Jo<xl  Fritlay  or  Christmas  Day.  It  was  forbidden  to  sell  to 
intoxicated  persons,  and  all  manufacturing  liad  to  be  confined  to  the  pre- 
mises covereil  by  license. 

Twelve  of  the  nearest  householders,  irrespective  of  District,  could  V>y 
petition,  prevent  the  gninting  of  a  license. 

Wholesiile  li(|uor  licenses  cost  ten  pounds  each,  and  were  issue<l  by  the 
President  of  the  Fort  Garry  District  Court. 


Tlint  nil  public  DHidH  tii  remnin  the  width  they  had  \wvu  bud  Dut.  ' 

No  {Mirson  Ui  cut  n  hole  into  ur  throu^  the  rivur  icv.  uiiIhhh  {iriitecl' 
t  by  ■  feiioe  fimr  taet  hiffh.  on  peiutlty  of  one  pound. 
A  Coiiimi»siuner  uf  Pablic  Works  tu  lie  nppiiinted  wid  held  rcHpnuabl* 
for  the  state  of  the  rusdii  and  bridges. 

Note. — The  kws  frHined  by  the  ProvUional  GovermiiPOt,  uiil  "hich 
B     H  Mme  in  force  ou  2(>tb  May,  1870.  were  very  much  in  line  vrilb  thr  UkioI-k 
^^UttBiniboia,  tindei  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  ^^ 

^H  THE  MANITUBA  ACT.  ^| 

^^V  jtHXO  TKICBSIHO-TBRTIO VICTOKLX   HWIDr*.  ^H 

^^pln  Act  til  eatablish  and  provide  for  the  ({ovemment  of  the  ProriitM  ^^| 
Manitoba. 

Wberba:^  it  ia  probable  that  Her  Majestf  the  Queen  may,  purauantto 
the  British  North  Ameritia  Act,  1887,  be  pleased  to  admit  Rupert's  Lwd 
and  the  Nurth- Western  Territory  into  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Canads 
before  the  next  session  of  the  Pnrliament  of  Canadih  And  whereas  it  it 
expedient  to  prepare  for  the  transfer  of  the  s»id  Territories  to  the  Got- 
emniont  of  Cauada  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Queen  f<  r  such  admission. 
And  whereas  it  ia  eipedient  also  to  provide  for  the  oi^anixation  of  part  of 
the  said  Territory  as  a  Provinoe,  and  for  the  establiahment  of  a  Govern- 
ment therefor,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  Civil  Government  of  the 
remaining  part  uf  the  said  Territories  not  included  within  the  limita  of 
the  Province. 

Therefore,  Ber  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tbe 
Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  Canada,  enacts  as  follows : 

1.  On,  from  and  after  the  day  upon  which  the  Queen,  by  and  with 
'  the  ailvice  and  cunaeut  of  Htr  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council, 
under  the  autliority  of  the  146th  section  of  the  British  North  America 
Act,  1867,  shall  by  order  in  Council,  in  that  behalf,  admit  Rupert's  I^ad 
and  the  North- Western  Territory  into  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Canada, 
there  shall  be  formed  out  of  the  sime  a  Province  which  sh&U_  be  one  of 
the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  which  shall  be  called  the 
Province  of  Manitoba,  and  be  bounded  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  com- 
mencing at  the  point  where  the  meridian  of  ninet^-aiz  degrees  of  west 
longitude  from  Greenwich  intersects  the  paiallel  of  forty-nine  d^rees 
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north  latitude  ;  thence  due  west  along  the  said  parallel  of  forty-nine 
degrees  north  latitude  (which  forms  a  portion  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  the  said  North- Western  Terri- 
tory) to  the  meridian  of  ninety-nine  degrees  of  west  longitude  ;  then  due 
north  along  the  said  meridian  of  ninety- nine  degrees  west  longitude  to 
the  intersection  of  the  same  with  the  parallel  of  fifty  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude  ;  thence  due  east  along  the  said  parallel  of  fifty 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude  U)  its  intersection  with  the  be- 
fore mentioned  meridian  of  ninety -six  degrees  west  longitude  ;  thence  due 
south  along  the  said  meridian  of  ninety  six  degrees  west  kmgitude  tc»  the 
place  of  beginning. 

2.  On,  from  and  after  the  said  day  on  which  the  Order  of  the  Queen 
in  Council  shall  take  effect  as  aforesaid,  the  provisions  of  the  British 
N«>rth  America  Act,  1867,  shall,  except  those  parts  thereof  which  are  ni 
terms  made,  or  by  reas<mable  intendment  may  be  held,  to  be  specially 
applicable  to,  or  only  to  effect,  one  or  more,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  Pro- 
vinces now  composing  the  Dominion,  and  except  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
varied  by  this  Act,  be  applicable  to.  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  in  the 
sjiuie  way,  and  to  the  like  extent,  Jis  they  apply  to  the  several  Provinces 
of  Canada,  and  liS  if  the  Province  of  Manitoba  had  been  one  of  the  Pro- 
vinces originally  united  by  the  said  Act. 

3.  The  said  Province  sliall  Ixj  represented  in  the  Senate  <»f  Canada  by 
two  members  until  it  shnll  have,  according  to  decennial  census,  a  {K>pula- 
ti<m  of  fifty  thousjind  souls  ;  and  from  thenceforth  it  shall  be  represented 
therein  by  three  members,  until  it  shall  have,  acconling  to  the  decennial 
census,  a  ]>opulati(m  of  seventy-five  thousand  souls,  and  fn)m  thenceforth 
it  shall  be  represented  therein  by  four  meml>ers. 

4.  The  said  Province  shall  be  represented  in  the  fii'st  instance,  in 
the  House  of  Conmions,  by  four  members,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  be 
divi«le<l,  by  ]>roclaiiiati(m  of  the  (iovernor-General,  into  four  Electoral 
Districts,  each  of  wliicli  shall  be  represented  by  <me  member  :  Provided 
that,  on  the  eomplotion  <>f  the  census,  in  the  year  1881,  and  of  each  de- 
cennial census  afterwards,  the  representation  of  tlie  s;iid  l*rovince  shall 
Ih)  re-adjusted  acconling  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifty-first  section  of  tlie 
British  Xortli  Amerira  Act,  18<»7. 

5  I'ntil  the  Parliament  of  Caiiatbi  otlierwiae  provides,  the  (pialification 
of  voters  at  elections  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
the  same  as  for  tlie  Legi.slative  Assembly  hereinafter  mentione<l  ;  and  no 
person  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected,  or  to  sit  an<l  vote  as  a  member, 
f..r  any  Electt»ral  District,  unless  he  is  a  duly  ipialified  v«»ter  within  the 
Bi\\i\  I'rovince. 

6.   For  the  said  Province  there  shall  bean  otticer  styled  the  Lieutenant - 
II 
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GrivumcFr,  ii|iiiviiiiti'il  liy  lliu  lliivumtir-UiriiVTal  Jii  Cinincil,  liy  iiistriuuiinr 
uuclvr  llit^  (ireat  Sen)  (if  Canndn. 

7.  The  ExpculiTe  Council  i>f  t1>e  Pri'vinue  idull  be  cumpoaod  iif  Mich 
peraoiis,  «nd  tioder  auch  iJe»ign«tiiiiis,  tig  the  Lii:ut«nant-OoTtTDOMbiiU 
fruiii  time  t<-  time  think  Bt,  nnd  in  the  fint  insbuice  <if  nut  mure  ihao  fm 

8.  fnlesi  ftiid  until  the  Executive  Uuvumntenl  nf  the  Pruvinceiilhn' 
wlic  directs  the  (eftt  of  Govcniiueiit  of  the  rainu  shall  be  nt  Furt  lIjitTy. 

for  within  one  mile  thereof. 
O.  Tliere   aliiill  be  a  Lc^ialatiu-e   for  the   Pruvinec,  cuiuueting  irf  the 
UouteriKnt-Giivemor  iiiid  of  two  Houses,  ittyled   refjiectivt-l]?  tliv  Ltipsli- 
tivu  Council  ijf  HniiiCiifan,  luid  the  Let^ieUtive  Aiwembly  of  ^lauitaba. 
lO.   Hie  LegisUtive  Counoil  shall  in  the  lirst  initAuee  hv  c<.>n]|w««d  vt 
Bcvcn  meiiibL-m,  niid  nfter  the  expimtiuii  uf  four  years  fruni  tko  time  i>( 
the  lirat  nppnintniofit  of  ituoh  soven  luiiiiiben,  eoik  nemWr  «f  Ih«  Lng- 
i*Intivr   Cnuneil   sluU  bo  npjwintcil  li)'  the  lieutenant -H<>v«mi>r  Ui  iht 
\       Queen's  nnnio  hj  inBtruiiieiit  uuiln'  tlio  Gre^t  Sent  i>f  MAnitnba,  And  (lull 
J^       holil"llico  fi>r  till-  term  cf  hiii  life  ujilwis  imd  until  tlie  Lej^JHUtHrp of  Mjmii- 
toba  otherwise  provides  under  the  British  North  AniericA  Act,  18^. 

11.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  nisy  from  time  to  time  by  instrumunt 
under  the  Great  Seal  ap[>oint  n  member  of  the  LegisUtive  Council  U'  be 
Speaker  thereof,  and  may  remove  him  and  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

12.  t'ntil  the  L^Hlature  of  the  Province  otlierwitie  provides,  the  pre. 
•ence  uf  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  uf  the  Le<:i8lative  Council  includ- 
ing the  Speaker,  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  n  meeting  for  tJie  eitr- 
cine  uf  its  jMiwers. 

13.  Questions  arising  in  the  Legislative  Couni:il  Khali  be  decided  by 
a  majority  of  voices,  and  the  S[ieaker  shall  in  all  castts  liave  a  vote :  and 
when  the  voices  ar«  etjual,  the  decision  shall  be  deemed  to  be   in   the 

14.  The  Legislative  Aaseniblj  shall  be  composed  of  twenty. four  mem- 
bers to  be  elected  to  represent  the  electoral  divisiuns  int4>  which  the 
said  Province  may  be  divided  by  the  Lieuteniint-Governiir  as  herei'  after 
mentioned. 

15.  The  presence  of  a  lUHJority  of  the  uicuibers  of  the  Leffislatire 
Assembly  shall  be  iieceHsaiy  to  constitute  a  meeting  uf  the  House  for  the 
exercise  of  its  powers,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Speaker  shall  be  reckoned 
as  a  member. 

16.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  sluill  (within  six  iiionths  (>f  the  djUe  of 
the  Order  'if  Her  Majesty  in  Council  admitting  Rupert's  Land  and  the 
North- WtBt  Territorj- into  the  Union)  by  Proclamation  under  the  Great 
Seal  divide  the  anid  Province  intii  twenty-four  electoral  divisions,  due  re- 
gaTti  beiiiij  hud  to  existing  local  divisionH  and  (lopulntion. 
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17.  Every  male  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a  member  to 
Merve  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  any  electoral  division  who  is  quali- 
tied  as  follows  :     That  is  to  say  if  he  is 

1.  Of  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  subject  to  any  legal 
incapacity. 

2.  A  Subject  of  Her  Majesty  by  birth  or  naturalization. 

3.  And  a  6otui  fide  householder  within  the  electoral  dixision  at  the  date 
of  the  writ  of  election  for  the  same,  and  has  been  a  bana  fide  householder 
for  one  year  next  before  the  said  date  ;  or 

4.  If  being  at  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  subject  to  any 
legal  incapacity,  and  a  subject  of  Her  Majesty  by  birth  or  naturalization, 
he  wa«  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
and  (though  in  the  interim  temporarily  absent)  is  at  the  time  of  such  elec- 
tion a  Ixmafide  householder,  and  was  resident  within  the  electoral  division 
at  the  date  of  the  writ  of  election  for  the  same. 

But  this  fourth  sub-section  shall  apply  only  to  the  first  electicm  to  be 
held  under  this  Act  for  members  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  Assembly 
aforesaid. 

18.  For  the  first  elccti<m  of  members  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, and  until  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  otherwise  providers, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  cause  writs  to  be  issued  by  such  person  in 
such  form,  and  addressed  to  such  returning-otiicer  as  he  thinks  fit  ;  and 
for  such  tir.Ht  electi<m,  and  until  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  otherwise 
provides,  tlie  Lieutenant-Ciovernor  shall  by  proclamaticm  prescribe  and 
declare  the  oaths  to  be  taken  by  voters,  the  powers  and  duties  ef  return- 
ing and  deputy  returning-ofticers,  the  proceedings  to  be  observed  at  such 
election,  and  the  period  during  which  such  election  may  be  continued, 
and  such  other  provisions  in  respect  to  such  first  election,  as  he  may 
think  fit. 

19.  Kvery  Legislative  Assembly  shall  continue  for  four  years  from 
the  date  of  the  return  of  the  writs  for  returning  the  Siiine  (subject  never- 
theless to  be  8«xmer  dissolved  by  the  Lieutenant-Cirovenior)  and  no  longer, 
and  the  first  session  thereof  shall  be  c.illed  at  such  time  as  the  Lieutenant- 
(■overnor  shall  appoint. 

20.  There  shall  be  a  sessitm  of  the  Legislature  once  at  least  in  every 
year,  so  that  twelve  months  shall  not  intervene  between  the  last  sitting 
of  the  Lej^islature  in  «>ne  session,  and  its  first  sitting  in  the  next  session. 

21.  The  following  provisions  of  the  British  North  America  Act,  18<i7, 
respecting  the  House  of  ('.'mmons  of  Canada,  shall  extend  and  apply 
to  the  Legislative  Assembly,  that  is  to  say  :  Provisitms  relating  to  the 
election  of  a  Si>eaker'  originally  and  on  vacancies  ;  the  duties  of  the 
Speaker,  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  mode  of  \oting,  as  if  those 

pntvisions  were  here    re-enacted,  and   made  applicable  in  terms  to  the 

liegislative  Assembly. 
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22.  In  and  iiiT  the  I*ri>viiii.-u,  Uiu  uitl  L^gisUliiiL'  uuty  exdu^rcli 
make  Uvra  in  rplntinii  tn  ciliittttion,  snhjtct  nnii  Hcci>nling  to  th<-  f<ill««iii[> 
IiriiTUions  : 

1.  Nutliing  in  un;  sucli  Uir  shall  firejudicinlly  aSect  iiiijr  right  nr  [inri- 
lijge  with  n«pvc(  In  ilenaniituitiiiiiiU  mIiouIs,  wliicb  any  clow  iif  i>ciw)iu 
}i«va  \>y  kw  ur  pnwticcr  in  the  Pntvinoe  nt  tba  L'nion. 

2.  An  BpiHsnl  shall  He  ta  the  Oavl>nlur-(•l^ncnl -in -Council  fruiu  *aj  An 
ur  dncuiiiin  oi  tiie  Le^dalttre  ijf  the  I'ravince,  or  of  onjr  Provincikl  nuihor- 
ily  affectjug  Miy  ri^bt  or  privilege  of  the  ProtestJitit  or  Honuui  Cftlholic 
lUihuHty  of  blie  Qtii:«u'N  aubjtwtB  in  relation  to  oducAtiun 

3.  In  oatw  »ny  Muuh  ProvindaJ  low,  as  trow  time  to  tiiuu  aavmn  I"  tbt 
O(iTemur-G«U0t»l-iu-CuuiiOL]  MHiuioile  for  the  due  fxwulioii  ut  llit-  (iro- 
visiotia  (il  tliiH  sewtiun  iH  unl  m»di- :  ur  in  <'ue  any  deriHiiin  of  tb«  Gi-iri-niiit 
(Iciinral-iu-Coimcil.  UT  atif  ai>[iual  Undor  thia  MMtion  ia  uol  dalj  ratwutiid 
by  the  [iruper  Pnivincial  authority  in  that  buhalf.  tbeii  »nil  in  ovvry  micb 
(iMe,  and  lu  far  onlj-  as  the  cirmirnstHiicm  'if  each  auto  tw|ulru.  tliv  fSrlia- 
mitnt  u(  Canftda  maf  niake  roniedtal  laws  for  tli«  duo  aieeutioTi  of  (Iw 
[■mviMouB  of  this  uction,  •nd  of  wiy  dpriaion  of  ihti  O'Temtir-fimiOTJ- 
in-C'omipil  uiidtir  thia  SGCtiriii. 

23.  Either  the  Eiiglisli  or  the  French  langua^  may  be  used  by 
any  person  in  tlie  delMites  of  the  Houses  of  the  Le^iislaturG.  and  both 
those  Innguages  shall  be  used  in  the  respective  Records  and  Jounulsiif 
those  lIuuseH.  and  either  of  those  languages  may  Ihs  used  by  niiy  penuu, 
or  in  [ileading  or  process,  or  in  issuing  from  any  Court  of  Canadii.  i^tib- 
lished  under  (he  British  North  America  Act,  18f>T.  or  in  or  from  all  or 
any  of  the  CourtN  of  the  Province.  The  Acts  of  the  Le^jislature  ahull  \ie 
printed  and  publinbcd  in  both  those  Ini^uages. 

24.  IiiiiNmuch  lis  that  the  Province  is  not  in  debt,  the  said  Pn'tince 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  |>aid,  and  to  receive  From  the  Government  nf 
Canada  by  half-yearly  juiyments  in  advance,  interest  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  centum  per  anniiin.  on  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  Keventy-two 
thousand  and  ninety  dollani. 

25.  The  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  juiid  yearly  by  Can- 
ada to  the  Province  for  the  supjiort  of  ita  Onvernnient  and  Legislature, 
and  an  iiniiual  grant  in  aid  of  the  said  Province  shall  be  made,  eijual  ti> 
eighty  crnts  per  head  of  the  population  estimated  at  seventeen  thouannd 
siiuls  ;  and  such  grant  c)f  eighty  centa  per  head  nhall  )>e  Hupnent«d  in 
pnipoition  to  the  increitse  of  population  as  may  be  nhcivn  by  the  census 
that  shall  be  taken  thereof  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei^lit  hundred  and 
eighty-one.  and  by  each  subse<iuent  decennial  cenHUK.  until  ila  popidatiou 
amounts  t<i  four  hundred  thuUKand  houIs,  nt  which  amount  such  grant 
shnll  remain  thereafter,  and  such  sum  shall  be  in  full  settlement  of  all 
future  denuinda  on  Canacla.  and  shall  be  pnid  half-yearly  in  advance  to  the 
sai.1  Province. 
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26.  Canada  will  aHsume  and  defray  the  charge  for  the  following  ser- 
vices :  — 

1.  Salary  of  tlie  Lieutenant-Governor. 

2.  Salaries  and  allowances  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su|>erior  and  District 
or  County  Courts. 

3.  Charges  in  respect  of  the  De]mrtnient  of  the  Customs. 

4.  Postal  Department. 

6.  Protection  of  Fisheries. 

6.  Militia. 

7.  (ie<»h>gical  Survey. 

8.  The  Penitentiary. 

9.  And  such  further  charges  as  may  be  incident  to  and  connected  with 
the  services,  which,  by  the  British  North  America  Act,  18f)7,  apjiertnin  to 
the  General  Government,  and  as  are  or  may  be  allowed  to  other  Pro- 
vinces. 

27.  The  Customs*  duties,  now  l)y  law  chargeable  in  Rupert's  Land, 
shall  be  continued,  without  increase,  for  the  j)eri<Kl  of  three  years  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  duties  shall 
form  iMirt  of  the  (V>n8(didrtted  Revenue  Fund  of  Canada. 

28.  Such  provisions  of  the  Customs'  l^aws  of  Cana<la  (other  than  .such 
as  prescribe  the  rate  of  duties  payable),  as  may  be,  from  time  to  time, 
«leclared  by  the  <tovernor-(ieneral  in  Council  to  apply  to  the  Province  of 
Manitoba,  shall  be  applicjilde  thereto,  and  in  force  therein  acc<n*dingly. 

29.  Such  provisions  of  the  Laws  of  Canada,  respecting  the  Inland 
Revenue,  including  those  fixing  the  ani«»unt  of  duties,  as  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  declared  by  the  (■overnor-General  in  Council  appliuible  to 
the  said  Province,  shall  apply  thereto,  and  be  in  f<»rce  therein  Jiccord- 
ingly. 

30.  All  unt^ranted  or  waste  lands  in  the  Province  shall  be,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  wiid  transfer,  vested  in  the  (^n»wn,  and  admin- 
istered l)y  the  (lovernment  of  Canada  for  the  pur)H>se  nf  the  Dominion, 
subject  to  and  except  and  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  aflecte<l  by  the  con- 
<litions  an»l  stipulations  contained  in  the  agivement  for  the  smrender  of 
lUipert's  Ijiind  by  the  Huds<m's  Ray  C'cmijwiny  to  Her  Majesty. 

31.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient,  towards  the  extinguishnent  of  tlie 
Indian  Title  to  the  lan<ls  in  the  Province,  U*  appropri<te  a  portion  of 
such  uiigranted  lands  to  the  extent  of  one  million  four  hundred  thousjind 
acr.  s  thereof  for  the  benetit  of  the  families  of  the  half  breed  residents,  it 
is  hereby  enacted  that  under  regulations  to  be  from  time  to  time  made  by 
the  (Jovernor-(»eneral  in  Council,  the  Lieutenant-liovernor  shall  select 
such  lots  or  tnicts  in  such  parts  t»f  the  Provinee  as  he  may  deem  expe<li- 
ent  ti>  the  extent  aforesaid,  and  divide  the  same  among  the  children  of 
tile  lialf-breed  heads  of  families  residiui^  in  the  province  at  the  time  of 


thu  KJtid  tiwuifer  !■>  CiuiitdiL.  uici  the  MHne  shikU  be  gnntixJ  U>  the  mii 
children  nwjiRCtivvljr  in  such  inud«  nnd  xn  Kucfa  conditinna  ai  to  rMtU- 
in':'iit  unci  >itlieTwiB«  a»  ttio  fjuvvmur-Ucnenl  in  (.-uiutcil  may  innu  tims 
to  time  (letttmiine. 

32.  For  the  <|nt«ting  o[  litleti  and  aasuring  U>  the  »ettlen  in  thi:  Pro- 
vinuv  the  inutcesble  jviurBKiou  uf  th«  limil«  tii)»  held  by  tliem.  it  i*  eo- 
tiL't«d  M  f»Uuwa  : 

1.  All  gntiitH  i-f  knd  in  the  frvehi'ld  iiwdc  Iiy  tbn  HaiUon'i  Buj 
Conipany  up  to  the  t-i^hth  lUj  of  Manh  in  thi;  jenr  IBtl'J.  shall,  J  t»- 
quirerl  by  tlie  uwnttr.  b«<  uiiiitinut>d  by  gntiit  fnim  the  On>wiL 

2.  All  giATitA  iif  BHtHti's  IcHH  tIjHil  frvuliuld  lu  Iiiuil  iiuulc  by  the  HikI- 
sifii's  B»y  Ciiiniutny  u|f  tn  lli«  vighth  day  uf  March  afuresauil.  xlull.  If 
required  by  th»  uwiier,  bu  ociiverlvtl  intv  an  vstalu  iu  frvehuM  )>y  ifnuii 
firitn  the  thrown. 

!V  AU  titlus  by  cHx^iipaucy  with  the  BHnction  and  under  ihc  Hiieiiae  ual 
authnrity  (if  tha  Hiubiin'a  Bay  Coinjiany,  up  to  the  eightji  day  of  Mimli 
KforcfHid,  iif  land  iu  that  pare  uC  the  Pruvince  in  which  tlie  Indian  title 
hat  l>a«n  HXtiiiguiahotl.  ahall,  if  required  by  the  umiar.  be  cmvertcd  iiitu 
IU1  tstiit'-  in  froehoid  by  jirntit  from  the  Crt)wn. 

4.  All  iwrniina  in  peaceable  poHseasion  of  tracts  uf  land  at  the  time  iif 
tht  Hnid  tninHfer  to  CniiadA,  in  tliOHe  parts  of  the  Province  in  which  Indian 
title  h&a  nut  huen  eitiDguinhed,  Bhall  have  the  right  of  pre-eiiiptii>n  iif  the 
KHine  on  such  tenna  and  conditions  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Gover- 
nor-in -Council. 

5.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  ih  hereby  authorized,  under  reguUtioni  to 
he  niwlu  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governor-Genernl-in  Council,  to  make 
all  Kiich  provinioiis  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  on  fair  and  e()uitsble 
lernia  the  rights  of  cuniniun  and  rights  of  cutting  hay  held  and  enjoyed  by 
the  settlers  in  the  Province,  and  for  the  commutation  of  the  same  by 
grjints  of  liiiid  fnini  the  Crown. 

33.  The  (!oveiiii>r-(Jener»l-in-Council  shall  froni  time  to  time  settle 
and  ap|)oint  the  uhhIo  and  form  of  gmntsof  land  from  the  Crown,  and  any 
Oiiler-in-Couiicil  for  that  purpose,  when  publinhed  in  the  "  Cuttada 
0-izrtte,"  Mhftll  have  the  Hame  force  and  eflect  a«  if  it  were  a  ix»rticin  of 
this  Act. 

34  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  in  any  way  prejudice  or  affect  the  riihtu 
or  pnijierties  of  the  Hiidsiin'H  Buy  Ci>mpany,  as  contained  in  the  conditions 
uiidur  which  thnt  Coniiiany  surrendered  Rupert's  Ijtnd  tii  Her  Majesty. 

35,  .\nd  with  resjiect  to  such  jMirtion  of  Ru[>ert.'«  Land  and  the  North- 
^^'ust  Tenitoiy  as  is  not  iiicludetl  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  it  in  hereby 
ei  acted  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said  Province  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  comniiBnion  un<ler  tlie  Great  Seal  of  Canada  to  be  Lieutenant- 
(■rn-enior  of  the  same  under  thu  nnmc  of  the  North- We»t  Territories,  »nd 
snbJL-ct  to  the  provi-iions  of  the  act  in  the  next  section  mentioned. 
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36.  Except  HK  hereinbefore  is  enacted  and  provided,  the  Act  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Canada  jtassed  in  the  now  last  session  thereof  intituled  "^  An 
Act  for  the  teini)orary  government  of  Rupert's  Land  and  North- Western 
Territory  when  united  with  Canada,"  is  hereby  re-enskcted,  extended  and 
continued  in  force  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1871,  and  until  the  end  of 
the  session  of  Parliament  then  next  succeeiling. 


NoTK. — A  List  of  B(H>ks  of  Reference,  and  a  Chwmological  Table  of 
events  connected  with  the  Historj'  of  the  North- West,  will  be  found  in 
Volume  111. 
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those  lirouglit  into  the  ttettlement  shortly  after  liy  llif  Rfv. 
Mr.  Thibftult  ami  Colonel  ile  Salaberry. 

"  The  state  of  matters  at  this  time,  in  and  arouiKl  Fort  Gairy, 
was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  truly  hmniiiatinj;.  Upwanls  of 
sixty  British  subjects  were  held  in  close  confinement  aa  "  poll- 
tiwil  prisonei-s  ; "  socurity  for  persons  or  pi-operty,  thejv  wm 
none ;  the  fort,  with  its  large  suppHes  of  ammunition,  pw- 
visions,  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  was  in  tho  posaossion  of  a  fiv 
hundred  French  half-breeds,  whose  leaders  hail  declared  thiir 
detennination  to  iisi?  every  effort  for  the  purjioae  of  anneiiiy 
the  Territory  t<t  the  United  States;  and  the  Governor  am' 
Council  of  Assiniboia  were  powerless  to  enforce  the  law. 

"  On  the  6th  January-,  I  saw  Mr.  Kiel,  and  aoon  came  to  the 
conclu.sion  that  no  jrooil  could  arise  from  entering  into  m 
ncfTotiatious  with  his  "Council,"  even  were  we  to  admit  their 
authority,  which  I  wa«  not  prepared  to  do.  We  learnt  tliil 
on  the  13th,  the  Urand-Vicar  Thibault  and  Colonel  de  S^ 
berry  appeared  before  the  "  President  and  Council  of  tbf 
People,"  when  some  explanations  and  compliments  were  a- 
changed,  after  which  the  Very  Rev.  gentleman  and  his  assofi- 
ste  were  politely  bowed  out  anil  lost  sight  of. 

"  Meantime  we  had  frequent  visits  in  the  Fort  f rom  somf  iif 
the  most  influential  and  most  reliable  men  in  the  settlemeat. 
who  gladly  made  known  to  the  people  generally  the  libeml 
intentions  of  the  Canadian  Government,  and,  in  con8e<]ueDff, 
one  after  another  of  Riel's  councillors  seceded  from  him,  81"' 
being  joined  by  their  friends,  and  by  many  of  their  compario" 
and  co-religionista,  who  had  throughout  held  aloof  from  "'* 
insurgents,  they  determined  no  longer  to  submit  to  his  diet* 
tion.  This  change  evidently  had  a  niarked  effect  on  ffe' 
causing  him  to  alter  his  tactics  and  to  profess  a  desire  forw 
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demanded  a  'written  order  for  the  ddivery  of  my  Offieiil 
Papers,  whicb  \  again  peremptorily  refosed  to  givA. 

"  The  well-affected  French  party  became  aware  <^  what  hid 
happened,  and,  not  believing  in  Kiel's  good  hith,  detonuimd 
to  prevent  the  papera  from  falling  into  his  handa  They  got 
together  some  mzty  or  eighty  men,  who  met  my  friend  on  his 
way  back  and  were  escorting  him,  when  on  the  18th,  abont 
ten  miles  from  the  Fort,  ^ey  were  accosted  by  Biel  and  some 
of  bis  ftaty,  and  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Ktchot.  Ao  ahercatuo 
took  place,  Kiel  attempted  to  use  hie  pistol,  saying  'He 
would  not  be  ttJcen  alive  in  bis  own  country,'  on  which  a  re-  '. 
volver  was  levelled  at  his  head,  and  Mr.  Richot,  having  iDte^ 
posed,  he  was  ancerem(»iiouBly  told  to  stand  aside  and  'not  to 
interfere  any  further  with  matters  unconnected  with  his 
apiritnul  dutiea.'  It  may  be  well  to  iK)te  that  all  those  who 
took  part  in  this  affair  were  Catholics,  and,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  French  half-breeds.  Nothing  more  serious  hap- 
pened at  this  time,  and  the  party  proceeded  together  to  Fort 
Garry,  where  they  arrived  in  the  forenoon.  A  few  niinutvs 
before  they  entered  the  house,  the  \'^ery  Rev.  Mr.  Thibault, 
Pfere  Lestanc  and  Colonel  De  Salaberry,  called  upon  me  and, 
with  the  exception  of  my  guard,  they  were  the  first  indi- 
viduals with  whom  I  was  permitted  to  converse  since  the 
14th.  They  appeared  to  be  much  concerned,  and  said  it  was 
currently  reported  I  had  been  endeavoring  to  incite  the  dif- 
ferent parties  to  hostile  collisions.  I  repudiated  any  such 
chaise,  explaining  that  1  had  acted  only  in  the  cause  of  peace 
and  order,  and  with  the  desire  of  making  the  people,  both 
French  and  English,  fully  acquainted  with  the  liberal  views  of 
the  Canadian  Oovernment,  so  that  a  peaceful  transfer  of  the 
territory  might  be  effected,  adding  that  1  was  pleased  to  Uiiuk 
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iug  day  woulti  bring  with  it  euiiiitk-tc  success  t*'  the  canseof 
Canada. 

■  I^te  that  uiglit,  Pi^i-e  Lestaoc  paid  tlietn  another  visit. 
which  was  [ti-olouged  for  wvei'ul  hours  beyond  midnight,  and 
next  nim-ninj;  it  whh  found  that  a  majority  of  Uiose  who  liad 
(twt^ii'd  from  Biel,  were  again  on  friendly  terms  with  hiin. 
The  Iiour  for  tho  niceting  having  urrivfd.  tipwattU  of  a  thoo- 
Band  jK'oplc  Kttcndwl,  and.  deeming  it  of  gi'^at  iiii[x>rliin(i'  lli>t 
th«  explanations  to  be  inaile  on  ))ehalf  of  tlu;  Canadian  Gov- 
ei'Diueut  should  lie  faithfully  lendered  to  the  FrMich -speaking 
portion  of  the  settlers,  whose  leaders  had  Ktudiously  withbeM 
from  them  all  knowledge  of  tho  ti'ue  st^te  of  matters  in  cod- 
nectinii  with  the  j>n">posi'ii  ti-)uisft'r  of  thf'  eonntrv.  I  n-'iii'Si- 
ed  Colonel  De  Salaberry  to  act  as  interpreter,  but  the  Colonel, 
diffident  of  his  own  ability  as  a  translator,  proposed  Mr.  Rtel 
as  interpreter,  and  the  latter  was  appointed  accordingly. 

"At  this  meeting,  and  that  held  the  following  day,  the  read- 
ing of  the  Commission,  tlie  Queen's  Letter,  and  every  other 
document,  was  contested  with  much  obstinacy,  but  ultiuiatelr 
carried  ;  and  threats  were  used  to  myself  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  Chairman,  of  the  Secretary.  Judge  Black,  and 
others,  more  esjwcially  by  Mr.  Riel  and  Rev.  Mr.  Lestanc.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting,  I  requested  the  Chairman 
and  those  near  him  to  begin  by  insisting  that  all  arms  should 
be  laid  down,  and  that  the  flag  then  flying  (fleur  de  lis  and 
shamrock),  should  be  replaced  by  the  British  ensign ;  this  thev 
thouglit,  would  come  bettor  at  an  after-stage:  but  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so,  now  lost,  never  recurred. 

■*  As  is  generally  known,  the  result  of  the  meeting  was  the 
appointment  of  forty  delegates,  twenty  from  either  aide,  to 
meet  on  "25th  January,  '  With  the  object  of  considering  the 
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^^Bi  by  liis  party  in  DeceinWr  last,  1  ilei'liiied  to  do  so,  thinking  it 
^^B  bett«r  iliat  tho  present  Convention  should  place  iu  my  hauilsu 
^^f  paper  stating  tln-ir  wishes,  to  which  I  should  '  be  happy  tu  pivc 
'  such  assurance's  as  I  believed  would  be  in  accordance  with  tbe 

views  of  the  Caiiudiau  Government.'  The  Convention  then  set 
about  tbe  task  of  preparinj;  a  '  List  of  Rights."  embodyinj;  the 
conditions  on  which  they  would  be  willing  to  ent«r  the  con- 
federation. While  the  discussion  regarding  this  list  was  goin^ 
on.  Mr.  Riel  called  on  mo,  and  asked  if  the  Canadian  Govera- 
meut  would  consent  to  receive  them  as  a  province.  My  reply 
wa*;,  that  I  could  not  speak  ift-ith  any  degree  of  certainty  on  thi; 
subject,  OS  it  had  not  been  referred  to  when  I  was  at  Dttawo, 
thi.'  intention  then  lioing  that  the  North- Wt-st  should,  in  Ihi? 
fii-st  instance,  be  incorporated  under  the  Dominion  as  a  terri- 
tory ;  but  I  added  that  no  doubt  it  would  become  a  province 
within  two  or  thi-ee  yeara.  On  this,  Mr.  Riel,  with  much  em- 
phasis, exclaimed,  'then  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  not 
safe  yet,'  to  which  I  answered,  'Mr.  Riel,  that  cannot  in- 
fluence me  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
act  as  may  be  required  of  me  in  iny  capacity  as  Canailian 
Commissioner.'  This  was  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  Feb- 
ruary :  on  the  following  day,  the  proposition  to  enter  as  n 
province  was  negatived  by  the  Convention,  and  on  the  5th. 
another  motion  directed  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
also  failed :  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Riel  on  the  latter  occa- 
sion, having  been  violent  in  the  extreme.  The  same  evenini;. 
Riel  proceeded  to  tSoiernor  Mactavish,  who  had  been  danger- 
ously ill  for  many  weeks  back,  and  was  then  barely  able  to  sil 
up,  placed  a  guai-d  over  him,  and  heaping  reproaches  and  in- 
sult on  him,  declared  that  he  would  have  him  shot  before 
midnight.     Riel  then  sought  out  Dr.  Cowan,  the  officer  in  iro- 
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mediate  charge  of  Red  River  District,  upbraided  him  for  his 
persistent  opposition  to  *  the  people,'  the  insurgents,  and  de- 
claring that  his  name  would  go  down  with  infamy  to  poster- 
ity, for  the  part  he  hjid  taken,  demanded  that  he  would 
immediately  swear  allegiance  to  the  Provisional  Government, 
or  prepare  for  death  within  three  hours,  giving  him  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  for  consideration.  The  Doctor  immediately  re- 
plied that  he  knew  no  legal  authority  in  the  country  but  that 
of  (ireat  Britain,  to  which  his  allegiance  was  due,  and  that  he 
would  not  take  the  oath  required  of  him.  He  was  then  seized 
and  put  in  confinement,  along  with  the  prisoners  taken  in 
December  last.  I  was  also  put  under  strict  guard,  but  not 
removed  from  the  house.  Notwithstanding  this,  and  the  pain- 
ful doubt  created  in  the  minds  of  the  English  members  of  the 
Convention,  as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue,  after  these 
arrests,  the  delegates  again  met  on  the  7th.  On  the  5th,  they 
had  resolved  to  place  in  my  hands,  the  List  of  Rights  they  had 
drawn  up,  which  was  done  at  11  o'clock,  on  the  7th,  with  an 
intimation  that  the  Convention  would  be  glad  to  meet  me  at  1 
o'clock  p.m.,  the  intervening  two  houi-s  being  allowed  me  to 
frame  my  answers.  In  drawing  up  these,  I  was  allowed  no 
reference  to  any  document,  either  written  or  printed,  except 
the  List  of  Rights,  and  a  guard  stood  over  me  to  see  that  I 
should  write  nothing  else  than  that  to  be  presented  to  the 
Convention.  I  had  just  finished  writing,  when  Mr.  Riel  and 
his  '  Adjutant-General '  Lupine,  who  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  came  in,  and  Riel,  looking  at  the  latter  in  a 
significant  manner,  said,  '  The  answers  to  the  List  of  Rights, 
must  be  simply  yes  or  no.'  On  this,  I  remarked  that  I 
thought  otherwise,  and  would  act  as  circumstances  might  ap- 
pear to  me  to  recjuire.     I  then  retired,  and  on  returning  to 
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the  room  a  ftjw  ininiites  later,  found  thun*  Mr.  Biel,  the  R*v 
Mr.  Tliibault,  and  Colouel  De  Salitberry.  W*  pFocee<l<<d  t" 
gether  to  the  ConventioD,  aiid  in  coursu  of  conven&tion.  Cut 
De  .Salnb<^ny  said,  he  would  gladly  Iiave  com«  to  sw  mr  '• - 
fore,  but  could  not,  as  he  '  had  been  u  prisoner  tliroughout 

'•  Tli«  pi-ocfcdinjis  of  the  Couvcntion.  as  reported  in  the  .V'w 
iV(((mn  ni-wspapor  of  the  llth  and  I8th  Folmiary,  cofaos  of 
which  I  have  had  tlie  honor  of  addressing  to  yon,  are  suffi- 
ciently exact,  and  i-ender  it  unneceaaarj'  for  me  hca-e  to  enlet 
into  detaila  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  a  lai-jife  majority  of  tiw 
delegatef)  expressed  entire  Ratisfat^tioti  with  tlt*^  aiiBwen  lo 
their  List  of  Rightn,  and  professed  confidence  iu  the  Canadian 
Goveniini-nt,  tn  which  I  invited  them  to  send  d<;le{^t<w.  with 
the  view  of  etteeting  a  speedy  transfer  of  the  lerritory  to  ihe 
Dominion,  an  invitation  received  with  acclamation,  and  unani- 
mously accepted,  aa  will  appear  by  rcBolution  hereto  annexe*], 
along  with  the  List  of  Rights,  and  my  answer  to  the  same. 
The  delegates  named  were  John  Black,  Esq.,  Recorder:  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Richot,  and  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Scott,  a  good  deal  of  o\<- 
position  having  been  offered  to  the  election  of  the  last-naDicfi 
of  the  tliree. 

"  The  praceedings  of  the  Convention  came  to  a  close  on  the 
10th  February,  by  the  nomination  of  a  Provisional  Goveni- 
ment,  in  the  formation  of  which  several  delegates  declined  to 
take  any  part.  Governor  Mactavish,  Dr.  Cowan,  and  two  or 
three  other  pei-sons.  were  then  released,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  officers  again  allowed  to  come  and  go  at  pleasure, 
but  I  was  still  contined  to  the  fort:  Riel,  as  he  expressly 
stated  to  Judj^e  Black,  being  apprehensive  of  my  influence 
with  the  people  in  the  approaching  election.  Riel  promised 
that  all  the  prisoners  should  soon  be  released.     On  the  llth 
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^^vl  12th,  six  or  eight  of  them  were  set  at  liberty,  and  Dr.  C(»w- 
^^  was  infoniied  in  my  presence,  that  as  they  were  all  to  be 
^^Bcharged  without  delay,  the  rooms  they  had  occupied  would 
^  placed  at  his  disposal  in  a  day  or  two  :  Riel  remarking  at 
^ne  same  time  that  he  would  have  them  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 
"  Rumors  now  began  to  circulate  of  a  rising  at  the  Portage, 
*nd,  on  the  nights  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  Februar3%  some 
eighty  or  one  hundred  men  from  that  district  passed  down 
close  to  Fort  Garry,  and  proceeded  to  Kildonan,  where  they 
Were  joined  by  from  300  to  350  men,  principally  English  half- 
breeils  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  settlement.  Had  these 
men,  properly  armed  and  organized,  been  prepared  to  support 
the  well-afiecte<l  French  i>arty,  when  the  latter  took  action 
about  the  middle  of  January,  or  even  in  the  beginning  of 
February,  during  the  sitting  of  the  Convention,  order  might 
have  been  restoi-ed,  and  the  transfer  to  Canada  provided  for 
without  the  necessity  of  tiring  a  single  shot :  but  now,  the 
rising  was  not  only  rash,  but  purposeless,  as,  without  its  in- 
tervention, the  prisonei-s  would  uncjuestionably  have  been  re- 
leasee!. The  party  was  entirely  unorgnin'zod,  indifi'erently 
anned,  unprovided  with  food,  even  for  one  meal,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  coping  with  the  French,  now  re-united,  who,  to 
the  number  of  at  least  700,  were  prepared  to  offer  the  most 
determined  resistance,  which,  as  they  were  in  possession  of  a 
number  of  guns  (six  and  three-poundei*s),  ample  stores  of  am- 
munition, provisions,  and  every  other  recpiisite,  they  could 
have  done  most  effectually.  My  sympathies  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  with  the  Portage  men,  whom  1  iK^lieve  to  have  been 
actuated  by  the  best  of  motives,  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  the  issue  could  not  Ik*  other- 
wise than  disastrous  to  their  cause.     Th(»  attempt  was  there- 
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foit'  to  't  deploreil,  n»  it  iiisalu-d  in  placing  liie  whole  eettle- 
iiient  at  the  feet  of  Riel.  The  givat  majority  of  settlera,  Et^ 
lish  and  Scotch,  discountenanced  the  movement,  and  Iritlerly 
complained  of  those  who  had  set  it  on  foot.  Forty -aeven  ci 
the  i>ai-ty  were  captured  on  their  way  home,  whik  pMsiiif 
witJiin  a  few  Itundred  yards  of  the  fort;  tlie  explauslionl 
Imvc  heai'd  given  for  their  otherwise  inexplicable  conduct  a 
Iia\-in^  taken  this  route,  im^tead  of  making  a  detour,  ' 
would  have  enatired  safety,  heiiig  a  supposed  promise  bv  md 
that  they  would  be  permitted  to  pass  unmoleste«I.  Tht^ir  n* 
senfjer,  a  young  man  named  McLean,  on  beinjc  questioneti  Ij 
Archdeacon  Melj?an  and  myself,  in  presence  of  the  Rpv.  Ik 
Oanlner,  and  one  oe-  two  other  f^ntlenien,  adinitted  that  RiA 
on  being  asked  '  if  the  party  would  be  pennitte<l  to  pass,  itf 
silent,  and  only,  on  being  informed  that  they  intended  neil 
day  to  use  the  i-oute  just  outside  the  town,  remarked  il' 
that  is  good,'  and  for  his  purpose  it  no  doubt  was  so.  C»p- 
tain  Bolton  leil  the  party,  and  he  and  his  friends  at  the  Pot- 
tage assured  me  that  he  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  ke^ 
them  from  rising,  and  only  joined  them  at  the  last  momait, 
when  he  saw  they  were  determined  to  go  forward.  H* 
was  captui-ed  on  the  17th,  tried  by  'court  martial,'  and  con- 
demned to  be  shot  at  noon  on  the  following  day,  but  at  the  m- 
tercession  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  Archdett* 
McLean,  and.  in  short,  every  influential  man  among  the  Eng- 
lish :  and.  I  have  been  told  also,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  tw 
Catholic  clergy,  the  e-\ecution  was  delayetl  till  midnight  » 
Saturday,  the  19th.  Further  than  this.  Riel  declareil  hecooU 
not,  would  not,  yield,  except,  indeed.  Dr.  Schultz  should  bewp- 
tured  in  the  meantime,  in  which  case  he  would  be  shot  inSWA 
of  Bolton.     Archdeacon  McLean  had  been  in  close  atteiidM* 
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Captain  Bolton  for  twenty-four  hours,  had  administered 
him  the  Sacrament,  received  his  last  comuiands,  and  had 
►raised  to  ha  present  with  him  at  the  last  moment,  and  when 
let  the  Archdeacon  on  my  way  to  see  Riel,  about  8  o'clock 
the  evening  of  the  19th,  he  was  deeply  affected,  and  had 
en  up  all  ho})e.  I  found  with  Riel  Mr.  H.  N.  Robinson,  of 
i  Xew  Nation  newspaper,  and  shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  James 
M,  *  Chief  Justice,'  entered,  followed  in  a  few  minutes  by 
.  Bannatyne,  postiniister,  who  had  been  ordered  to  bring 
)  key  of  the  mail  bag,  which  Riel  opened,  and  examining 
•  lettora.  [>erused  and  retained  one  or  more.  ilr.  Ross 
aded  for  Bolton,  but  wjis  repulsed  in  the  most  contemptu- 
^  manner.  I  had  already  been  speaking  to  Riel  on  the  sub- 
t.  when  interrupted  by  Mr.  Ross's  entrance,  and  now  re- 
ne<l  the  convei-sation.  Riel  was  obdurate,  and  said  that  the 
pflisli  settlers  and  Canadians,  but  more  especially  the  latter, 
1  laughed  at  and  despised  the  French  half-breeds,  believing 
tt  they  wo\ild  not  dare  to  take  the  life  of  an}''  one,  and  that, 
ler  these  circumstances,  it  would  Ix*  impossible  to  have 
ice.  and  establish  onler  in  the  country :  an  example  must, 
ivfore,  Ik*  made,  and  he  had  firmly  resolved  that  Bolton's 
t^ution  should  W^  carried  out,  bitterly  as  he  deploreil  the 
*'ssity  for  doing  so.  I  reasoned  with  him  long  ami  ear- 
tly,  until  at  length,  about  10  o'clock,  he  yielded,  and  ad- 
^**ing  me,  a[)|)arently  with  much  feeling,  8ai<l  :  *  Hitherto  I 
•*e  lM»en  deaf  to  all  entreaties,  and,  in  now  granting  you 
8  man's  life,'  or  words  to  that  effect,  *  mav  I  ask  vou  a 
*>r  f '  '  Anything,'  I  replied,  '  that  in  honor  I  can  do.' 
coiithmed  :  '  Canada  has  disunited  us :  will  vou  use  vour 
m*nce  to  unite  us  ?  You  can  do  so,  and  without  this,  it 
St  ]xi  war — bloo<ly  civil  war! '     I  answered  that,  as  I  had 
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<m  fiist  coming  to  the  cuuntry,  I  would  dow  repeat.  Utat '  [ 
woald  give  ray  whole  heart  to  effect  a  pe«u^eable  tmton  of  tii» 
OOODtry  with  Ciuiaija.' 

" '  We  waut  only  our  jtist  rights  as  British  sal^ecto,'  hf  saii 
'  and  We  want  the  English  to  join  us,  simply  to  obtain  Uic&* 
'Then,'!  remarked, '  I  shall  at  once  see  them  and  induce  tbea 
to  go  On  with  the  eleotioti  of  dol^ates  for  that  pnrpoae,'  tnt 
he  replied, '  if  you  can  do  thiu,  war  will  be  avoided,  not  onlv' 
the  Uve«,  but  tiie  liberty  of  all  the  prisoners  will  be  seciiRd. 
ffn*  on  your  success  depend  the  lives  of  all  the  Cauadiona  ia 
the  country.'  He  iinraeiliately  proceeded  to  the  prison,  and io- 
timated  to  Archdeacon  McLean  that  he  had  been  Induced  if 
me  to  Bpari>  ('aptain  Bolton's  life,  and  had  further  promised  b> 
me,  tliat  immediately  on  tlie  meeting  of  the  council  shortl^ru 
be  elected,  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  should  iye  released,  re- 
questing the  Archdeacon,  at  the  same  time,  to  explain  the* 
circumstances  to  Captain  Bolton  nnd  the  other  prisoners.  Tlw 
moment  was  a  feaiful  one  lur  the  eettle«jeat,  etery  msn'i*  Jiff 
was  in  the  hands  of  Riel,  and,  fully  appreciating  the  signili- 
cance  of  this,  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  aod  the  Protestant 
clergy,  generally,  now  earnestly  counselled  tlie  people  to  ele« 
their  delegates  without  loss  of  time,  as  by  this  means  they 
might  to  some  extent  control  the  course  of  events,  while  othei- 
wise  they  were  utterly  powerless.  I  entirely  concurred  in 
this  view  of  the  case,  and  Archdeacon  McLean  having  kindly 
offered  to  accompany  me,  we  visited  the  different  parts  of  the 
settlement,  and  found  that  in  several  parishes  the  people.  anJ 
those  the  most  loyal  to  the  British  Crown,  and  most  desiroas 
for  union  with  Canada,  had  already  chosen  their  councillors. 
I  explained  to  all,  that  the  council  was  to  be  provisional,  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  word,  intended  expressly  for  effecting  the 
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transference  of  the  country  to  Canada,  and  for  ensuring  safety 
of  life  and  property  in  the  meantime.     In  some  instances,  I 
found  they  had  drawn  up  petitions  to  Mr.  Riel  a  '  President/ 
express! n^  submission,  etc.,  these  I  recjuested  them  to  destroy, 
advising  that  nothing  more  should  be  done  than  under  the 
<nrcumstances  was   absolutely   necessary,   namely,  that   hav- 
ing   made    their    election,  you    should    simply    intimate    the 
fact  in  formal  terms  to  Mr.  Bunn,  who  had  been  named  Secre- 
tarv  of  the  Council,  and  not  to  Mr.  Riel.     The  elections  in  the 
English  parishes  having  taken  place  on  the  26th  February,  I 
again  saw  Riel,  who  re-assured  me,  that   all    the    prisoners 
would  l)e  released  within  a  day  or  two  after  the  first  meeting 
of  the  council.     On  the  28th,  he  again  sent  for  me,  and  in  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Fi-aser,  delegate  from  the  Scotch  parish.  Kildonan, 
repeated  his  promise,  that  the  lives  of  the  prisonei's  were  se- 
cuixnK  and  that  their  release  would  shortly  follow. 

"  I  had  no  further  communication  with  Riel  until  Monday, 
the  4th  March,  when  alx)ut  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  Vhm 
Lestanc  called  on  me.  He  informed  me  of  Bishop  Tach^'s  ex- 
pected arrival,  not  later  certainly  than  the  8th,  and  probably 
some  <lays  earlier,  adding  that  his  Lordship  had  telegraphed  to 
re<|uest  that,  if  about  to  leave  for  Canada,  I  should  defer  my 
<le|>arture  till  he  could  conununicate  personally  with  me.  He 
then  said  that  the  *  conduct  of  the  prisoners  was  very  unsatis- 
factory, that  they  were  very  uninily,  insolent  to  the  '  soldiers,' 
and  their  behaviour  altogether  so  very  bad  that  he  was  afraid 
the  guards  might  be  forced  to  retaliate  in  self-defence.  I  ex- 
pressed much  surprise  at  the  information  he  gave,  as  the  pris- 
oners, without  exception,  had  promised  to  Archdeacon  McLean 
and  myself,  that  seeing  their  helpless  condition,  they  would  en- 
^leavour  to  act  so  as  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  their  guards,  and 
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we  encouraged  them  to  look  forward  to  be  speedily  released  b 
fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  by  Mr.  RieL     One  man,  Parker, 
was  mentioned  as  having  made  himself  particularly  obnoxious 
by  his  violent  conduct,  but  not  one  word  was  said  on  this  occa- 
sion regarding  Scott,  or  the  slightest  intimation  given  that  he 
or  any  other  person  had  been  condemned  to  be  shot.    About 
11  o'clock,  Pdre  Lestanc  left  me  and  went  up  stairs  to  com* 
municate  to  Governor  Mactavish,  as  he  said,  '  the  good  news 
that  Bishop  Tachi  was  expected  so  soon/     The  Reverend  Mr. 
Young,  J^tethodist  clergyman,  had  just  entered  the  house,  tnd 
meeting  the  P^re  in  the  hall,  conversed  with  him  a  few  min- 
utes.    Mr.  Young  then  came  up  to  me,  and  from  him  I  had 
tlie  first  intimation  that  it  was  intended  to  shoot  Thomas 
Scott,  and  that  tho  sentence  wa«  to  be  carried  into  effect  at  \t 
o'cKK.*k  ncH)n,  that  day.     We  aorive<l  in  believing  that  the  tliinj 
was  too  monstrous  to  l>e  possible,  and  Mr.  Young  nientioiu-'l 
that  {>(»or  Seott  himself  was  equally  incixnlulous  on  tlie  Mihjtrt. 
thinkiuij:    they    merely  intended  to  fright<^n  hiiu.     Howrvt-r. 
even  to  keep  him  in  susfx^nse  was  of  itself  a  horrible  cruthy 
and  it  was  arran*;ed  that,  as  Mr.  Yomig  had  Ixn^n  sent  for  t4»  at- 
tend the  man,  he  should  si^e  Kiel,  ascertain  exactly  how  the  luai- 
ter  stiKxl,  and,  if  n»ally  serious,  to  let  me  know  at  oniv.     Mr. 
Young   accordingly  called  on   Riel,  was  infonueil  that   Sti-tt 
had  been  condemned,  that  the  sentence  wai>  irrevocable,  :uii 
would  not  Ix?  delayed  one  minute  l>eyond   noon.     >Ir.  Ymuiu: 
WggiMl  for  delay,  saying,  '  the  man  is  not  prepare^!  to  dit*.*  f'Ui 
all  without  avail.     He  was  panilyzed  with  horror,  rt'tunioi  t-- 
the  prisoner,  and  immediately  sent  a  messenger  to  iufonii  m^ 
of  the  ivsult  of  his  visit.     I  determineil  to  find  out  Kit- 1  iminr- 
diately,  hut  ivcolUn^ting  that  Peiv  Lestanc  was  still  uj^^taii^ 
with  Mr.  Mactavish,  went  to  him,  related  what  I  had   heari 
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.nd  asked  him  if  he  knew  anything  about  the  niatt^^r.  His 
nswer  I  cannot  ^ive  in  precise  words,  but  it  was  to  the  effect 
hat  they  had  seen  Mr.  Riel  on  the  other  side  (St.  Boniface), 
nd  had  all  spoken  to  him  about  it,  by  which  I  understood 
hat  they  had  interceded  for  Scott.  Governor  Mactavish  was 
greatly  shocked  on  being  informed  of  Kiel's  purpose,  and 
oined  in  reprobating  it.  Pere  Lestanc  consented  to  accom- 
pany me,  and  we  called  on  Riel.  When  we  entered,  he 
aked  me  'what  news  from  Canada.'  The  mail  had  amv- 
d  the  preceding  day,  and  I  replied,  *  only  the  intelligence 
hat  BisliQp  Tachd  will  be  here  very  soon.'  I  then  nien- 
ioned  what  I  had  heard  regarding  Scott,  and  before  Riel 
.nswered,  P^re  Lestanc  interposed  in  French  words,  meaning. 
Is  there  no  way  of  escape  ? '  Riel  replied  to  him,  'My  Rever- 
nd  P^re,  you  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands,'  *  then 
uming  to  me,  he  said,  'I  will  explain  to  you,'  speaking  at  first 
n  English,  but  shortly  after  using  the  French,  remarking  to  me, 
you  understand  that  language.'  He  said  in  substance  that 
>cott  had  throughout  been  a  most  troublesome  charactor,  had 
jeen  the  ringleader  in  a  rising  against  Mr.  Snow,  who  had 
harge  of  the  party  employed  by  the  Canadian  Govenmient 
luring  the  preceding  summer  in  road-making ;  that  he  had 
isen  against  the  '  Provisional  Government '  in  December  last, 
hat  his  life  was  then  spared  ;  that  he  escaped,  had  again  been 
aken  in  arms,  and  once  more  pardoned, — referring,  no  doubt, 
o  the  promise  he  had  made  to  me  that  the  lives  and  liberty  of 
11  the  prisoners  was  secured — but  that  he  was  incorrigible, 
nd  quite  incapable  of  appreciating  the  clemency  with  which 
e  had  been  treated ;  that  he  was  rough  and  abusive  to  the 
uards,  and  insulting  to  him,  Mr.  Riel ;  that  his  example  had 
een  productive  of  the  very  worst  effects  on  the  other  prison- 
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6r8,  who  had  become  insubordinate  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  difficult  to  withhold  the  guards  from  retaliating.     Hb 
farther  said,  '  I  sat  down  with  Scott,  as  we  are  doing  now; 
and  asked  him  truthfully  to  tell  me,  as  I  would  not  use  Us': 
statement  against  him,  what  he  and  the  Portage  party  int«id- 
ed  to  have  done  with  me,  had  they  succeeded  in  capturing 
when  they  surrounded  Couture's  house,'  to  which  he  replie^j 
*  We  intended  to  keep  you  as  a  hostage  for  the  safety  of  tlw 
prisoners.'     I  argued  with  Riel,  and  endeavored  to  show 
some  of  the  circumstances  he  had  mentioned,  and  especially  tlMi 
last,  were  very  strong  reasons  to  urge  why  Scott's  Kf e  shoolf 
not  be  sacrificed,  and  that,  if,  as  he  represented,  Scott  wis  s 
rash,  thoughtless  man,  whom  none  cared  to  have  anjrthing  t0 
do  with,  no  evil  need  be  apprehended  from   his  example.    I 
pointed  out  that  the  one  great  merit  claimed  for  the  insurrec- 
tion was  that,  so  far,  it  had  been  bloodless,  except  in  one  sad 
instance,  which  all  were  willing  to  look  upon  as  an  accident, 
and  implored  him  not  now  to  stain  it,  to  burden  it  with  what 
would  be  considered  a  horrible  crime.     He  exclaimed,  *We 
must  make  Canada  respect  us  ! '     I  replied,  *  She  has  every 
proper  respect  for  the  people  of  Red  River,  and  this  is  shown 
in  her  having  sent  Commissioners  to  treat  with  them.'     I  toH 
him  I  had  seen  the  prisoners  some  time  back,  when  they  com- 
missioned me  to  siiy  to  their  friends  at  Portage   that  they 
desired  peace,  and  I  offered  to  go  to  them  again  and  reason 
with  them,  should  that  be  necessary.     On  this  he  said,  *  Look 
here,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  the  representative,  went  to  see  the 
prisoner  at  my  desire,  and  on  asking  them  whom  they  wonid 
vote  for  as  counci Hoi's,  if  they  were  permitted  a  choice  outside 
of  tlieir  own  body  ^ '     Thos.  Scott  came  forward  and  said, '  My 
boys  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  Americans.*     And  when 
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X  remarked,  *Thi8  is  really  a  most  trifling  affair,  and  ought  not 
t^o  have  been  repeated/  he  said,  *  Do  not  attempt  to  prejudice 
\is  against  the  Americans,  for  although  we  have  not  been  with 
them,  they  are  with  us,  and  have  been  better  friends  to  us 
than  the  Canadians.'  Much  more  was  said  on  both  sides,  but 
argument,  entreaty,  and  protest  alike  failed  to  draw  him  from 
his  pui'pose,  and  he  closed  by  saying,  *  I  have  done  three  good 
things  since  I  have  commenced,  I  have  spared  Bolton's  life  at 
your  instance,  and  I  do  not  regret  it,  for  he  is  a  fine  fellow  :  I 
pardoned  Gaddy,  and  he  showed  his  gratitude  by  escaping  out 
of  the  bastion,  but  I  don't  grudge  him  his  miserable  life,  and 
now  I  shall  shoot  Scott'  L&pine,  the  Adjutant-General,  who 
was  President  of  the  Council  of  Seven,  which  tried  Scott, — and 
five  of  whom,  Riel  told  me,  '  with  teai-s  streaming  from  their 
eyes,  condemned  him  as  worthy  of  death,'  a  sentence  which 
he  ha<l  confirmed — now  entered,  and,  in  answer  to  Riel,  said, 

*  he  must  die,'  Riel  then  requested  the  Rev.  P^re  Lestanc  to 
put  the  j>eople  on  their  knees  for  prayer,  as  it  might  do  good 
to  the  condemned  man's  soul.  Referring  to  PJre  Lestanc,  and 
making  a  final  api)eal  unnecessary  hereto  repeat,  I  I'etii-ed.  It 
wiis  now  within  a  few  minutes  of  one  o'clock,  and  on  entering 
the  Cfovemor's  house,  Rev.  Mr.  Young  joined  me,  and  said,  *  It 
is  now  considerably  i)ast  the  hour,  I  trust  you  have  succeerled/ 

*  No,'  I  said,  '  for  God's  sake  go  back  at  once  to  the  poor 
man,  for  I  fear  the  worst.'  He  left  immediately,  and  a  few 
minutes  after  he  entered  the  room  in  which  the  prisoner  was 
confined ;  some  guards  marched  in  and  told  Scott  his  hour 
was  come.  Not  until  then  did  the  reality  of  his  position  flash 
iiI>on  poor  Scott.  He  said  good-bye  to  the  other  prisoners, 
was  led  outside  the  gate  of  the  fort,  with  a  white  han<lker- 
chief  covering  his  head  :  his  coffin,  having  a  piece  of  white  cot- 
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Uirowii  over  it,  w&s  carried  out :  his  eyca  were  bomiageii : 
ae  contioued  lu  prayer,  in  wliJcli  lie  had  been  engaged  on  the 

ay,  for  a  few  minutes  :  he  a*ketl   Mr.  Youug  how  lie  shouM 
oe  biuiaelf.  whether  standiog  or  kneeling,  then  knelt  iu  tli? 

ow,  said  faix'Well,  and  iinioediately  fell  ba«k,  pierced  by  tlireu 
bs  which  had  passed  through  liis  body.      The  firing  party 

insisted  of  six  men,  all  of  whom,  it  is  said,  were  more  or  \t9» 
iutozicated.  It  has  heen  further  stated  that  only  three  of  the 
Diuskets  were  loaded  with  hall  cartridge,  and  that  one  mau 
id  not  disehai-ge  his  jne-ce.  Mr.  Yoimg  turned  aside  whon 
liie  first  shots  wert^  fired,  then   went  hack  to  the  lx»dy  and 

l^D  retired  for  a  moment,  while  a  man  disdiarged  his  revol- 
rer  at  the  aiifferer,  the  ball,  it  is  »aid,  entering  the  eye  and 
passing  round  the  head. 

"  The  wounded  man  groaned  between  the  time  of  receiving 
the  musket  shots  and  the  diacliai^e  of  the  revolver.  Mr. 
Young  asked  to  have  the  remains  for  interment  in  the  bury- 
ing gi-ound  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  this  was  not 
acceded  to,  and  a  similar  request,  preferred  by  the  Bishop  of 
Rupert's  Land,  was  also  refused.  He  was  buried  within  the 
walls  of  the  fort.  On  descending  the  steps,  leading  from  the 
prison,  poor  Scott,  addressing  Mr.  Young,  said, '  This  is  a  cold- 
blooded murder,'  then  engaged  in  prayer,  and  was  so  occupied 
until  he  wan  iithot. 

"  After  this  date  I  held  no  communication  whatsoever  with 
Riel,  except  in  reference  to  getting  away  from  the  country, 
which  I  was  not  allowed  to  leave  without  a  pass.  I  felt  that 
under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  desirable  I  should  remain 
longer  at  Red  River,  but  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  night  of 
the  18th  inst.,  Riel  gave  permission  for  my  departure.  Al- 
though not  accomplishing  all  that  could  have  been  desired. 
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Axe  iniHsion  to  Red  River,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  in  a  few 
kVonls,  has  been  productive  of  some  good,  and  that  it  was  not 
mtirely  successful,  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  circum- 
•itances  above  referred  to,  in  connection  with  the  action  taken, 
ind  meetings  held  in  January  last.  Success,  although  in  a 
esser  degree,  might  also  have  l:)een  gained  at  a  later  period 
'>ut  for  the  rising  in  February,  which,  though  rash  and  pro- 
luctive  of  results  the  most  unfortunate,  I  can  hardly  blame, 
inowing,  as  already  stated,  that  those  who  took  part  in  it 
.vere  actuated  and  impelled  by  generous  motives. 

"  ( )n  reaching  Red  River,  in  December  last,  I  found  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking portion  of  the  inhabitants  greatly  divided  in 
jpinion  as  to  the  comparative  advantages  of  union  with  Can- 
idn,  and  the  formation  of  a  Crown  Colony,  while  a  few,  a 
/erv  small  number,  favored  annexation  to  the  United  States. 
Hie  explanations  ottered  on  the  part  of  Canada  they  received 
18  siitisfactory,  and,  with  har<]ly  a  dissentient  voice,  they 
^vould  now  vote  for  the  immediate  transfer  to  the  Dominion, 
rhey  earnestly  requested  me  to  assure  His  Excellency  the 
iovernor-General  of  their  warm  loya]t3-  to  the  British  Crown. 

"  The  case  is  dirticult  as  regards  the  French  half-breeds.  A 
lot  inconsiderable  immber  of  them  remained  true  to  their  alle- 
riance  during  all  the  troubles  through  which  they  have  had  to 
[>ass,  and  with  these  will  now  l)e  found  associated  many  others 
kvhose  minds  had  for  a  time  l»een  poisoned  by  gross  misrepre- 
M^ntations  made  by  designing  men  for  their  own  selfish  ends. 
A.  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  of  the  advan- 
^iges  they  would  derive  from  union  with  Canada,  had  been 
•are fully  kept  from  them,  and  they  were  told  to  judge  of  Can- 
idians  generally  by  the  acts  and  bearing  of  some  of  the  less 
reflective  immigrants,  who  had  denounced  them  as  *  cumberers 
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of  the  ground.'  who  must  speedily  make  way  for  Ui*-  'siiptrii)r 
tlhoul  to  pour  in  upon  them. 
"  It  in  also  too  true  that,  in  the  unfiutlionBe^l  proceedings  uf 
'fiOiiic  of  the  recent  Canadian  anivals,  some  plausible  groujid 
had  been  ^ven  for  the  feeling  of  jealousy  and  alarm  with 
whieh  the  contemplated  change  of  government  was  reganlL-il 
the  native  population.  In  various  localities  these  adven- 
crs  had  heen  industriously  marking  otf  for  themselves  cim- 
siderable,  and  in  some  cases  very  extensive  and  exceptionallv 
aluuble.  ti-acts  of  land,  thereby  impressing  the  minds  of  tin: 
|>eopi(!  with  the  lielief  that  the  time  had  come  when,  in  tJieir 
iWn  country,  they  were  to  lie  entirely  supptarit«d  by  tht 
Tfttiger,  a  belief,  however,  which  I  have  no  douljt  might  hav>' 
been  completely  precluded  by  the  prevention  of  all  such  opera- 
tions until  Canada  had  fully  unfolded  her  policy,  and  shown 
the  groundlessness  of  these  fears. 

"  Let  us  further  bear  in  mind  that  many  of  the  Catholic 
clergymen  in  the  country  are  not  French  Canadian.s,  hut 
Frenchmen,  and  conse(|uently,  it  may  be  presumed,  not  ven 
conversant  with  British  laws  and  institutions,  and  with  ths 
liberty  and  privileges  enjoyed  under  them.  Warmly  attached 
to  their  flocks,  they  deemed  it  necessary  to  exact  some  guaran- 
tee that  in  their  new  political  condition  they  would  not  1* 
treated  with  injustice.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  point  out 
how  the  breach  widened,  until  at  length  it  attained  a  magni- 
tude and  significance  little  dreamt  of  in  the  commencement, 
even  by  those  who  joined  most  heartily  in  the  movement 
It  is  far  more  pleasing  to  be  able  to  state,  which  I  do  with 
much  confidence,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  French  party 
have  no  misgivings  as  to  union  with  Canada,  and  thatjoini-d 
by  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  Lordship,  Bishop  Tach^, 
a  id  other  members  of  the  clergy  who  enjoy  their  coufideDce, 
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they  will  very  shortly  prove  themselves  to  be  staunch  sup- 
porters of  the  Dominion,  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  England. 

"  In  course  of  the  Insurrection,  one  deplorable  crime,  and 
many  grossly  illegal  acts,  have  unquestionably  been  commit^ 
ted,  but  it  would  be  alike  unpolitic  and  unjust  to  charge  them 
on  the  French  population  generally. 

"  Much  obloquy  has  been  heaped  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com*- 
pany  and  their  Governor  and  officers  in  the  North-West, 
which  I  consider  it  unnecessary  at  this  moment  even  to  at- 
tempt to  answer  or  refute,  although  not  doubting  that  both 
could  be  readily  and  satisfactorily  done.  Errors,  many  and 
grave,  have,  it  cannot  be  denied,  been  committed  on  all  sides, 
but  wilful  and  intentional  neglect  of  duty  cannot,  I  feel  con- 
vinced, be  laid  to  the  charge  either  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany or  their  representatives  in  the  country.  Personally,  I 
have  been  entirely  unconnected  with  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  that  department. 

"  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance there  should  be  a  strong  military  force  in  the  North- 
West  as  early  as  practicable.  The  minds  of  the  Indians^ 
especially  the  tribes  in  the  Saskatchewan  country,  have  been 
so  perplexed  and  confused  by  the  occurrences  of  the  past  six 
months,  that  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  trust  to  their  forbear- 
ance ;  and,  indeed,  until  the  question  of  Indian  claims  has  been 
finally  settled,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  prudent  to 
leave  the  country  unprotected  by  military.  The  adjustment 
of  those  claims  will  require  early  attention,  and  some  mem- 
oranda and  evidence  in  my  hands  on  the  subject,  I  shall,  if 
desired,  be  prepared  to  lay  before  the  Government 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

> 

"  DoxALD  A.  Smitil" 
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Serrices  ho  valuable  and  of  sucti  importance  to  the  Do- 
niniiXk,  should  have  been  recognized  without  delay,  but  it  vm 
aot  until  February,  1872,  two  years  after  they  were  rendered, 
that  Mr.  Donald  A,  Smith  received  any  official  recognition  ol 
the  gieat  and  loyal  work  performed  by  him.  On  the  iisi 
Felmuiy,  1872,  the  following  letter  was  received  by  him  fron 
the  Seorrtavy  ai  Stote,  Hon.  Josefdi  Howe : — 

Ottawa,  22nd  February,  187i, 
Donald  A.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P.. 

Fort  Garry. 

Sib — The  events  which  led  to  your  appointment  in  Decem- 
ber, 1869,  as  a  Spi^ciul  Couiuilssiouer  to  the  North-West,  are 
now  matter  of  history.  But  the  Governor-General  feels  that 
the  important  services  which  in  that  capacity  you  rendered  to 
the  country  have  not  yet  received  that  ofEcial  recognition  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

His  Excellency,  therefore,  now  commands  me  to  convey  to 
you  the  expression  of  his  appreciation  of  the  patriotism  with 
which,  on  that  occasion,  you  placed  your  services  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Oovemroent,  and  at  an  inclement  season  of  the 
year  cheerfully  undertook  a  long  and  fatiguing  Journey  to 
Fort  Garry  to  aid,  by  your  presence  and  influence,  in  the  re- 
pression of  the  unlocked  for  disturbance  which  had  unhappily 
broken  out  in  the  North-West. 

In  selecting  you  for  the  delicate  and  important  mission  thus 
confided  to  you.  His  Excellency  was  influenced  by  the  convic- 
tion that  your  thorough  knowledge  of  tiie  people,  and  the  high 
estimation  in  which  you  were  held  by  all  classes  there,  emin- 
ently qualitied  you  to  act  with  effect  in  disabusing  the  minds 
of  the  misguided  people  of   the  settlement  of  the  erroneous 
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opinions  they  had  been  led  to  form  of  the  feelings  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  of  the  Dominion  in  reference  to  their 
country. 

Subsequent  events  have,  in  His  Excellency's  opinion,  fully 
justified  the  wisdom  of  his  selection  of  a  Commissioner.  For 
if  the  serious  dangers  which  then  threatened  the  settlement 
were  happily  averted,  and  law  and  order  peacefully  re-estab- 
lished at  Fort  Garry,  His  Excellency  feels  that  the  result  was 
in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  ability,  discretion,  and  firmness 
with  which  you  executed  your  commission,  and  to  the  judici- 
ous use  of  the  influence  which  your  character  and  standing 
enabled  you  to  exercise  over  all  classes  of  the  community  at 

Red  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Howe, 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Proviricea, 

When  this  tardy  recognition  of  Commissioner  Smith's  ser- 
vices was  written,  the  people  of  the  North-West  had  already 
shown  their  appreciation  of  the  great  work  he  had  performed 
for  them  and  for  the  whole  of  Canada,  by  electing  him  as  one 
of  their  representatives  in  the  Dominion  House  of  Commons. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  too,  mindful  of  the  services  he  had 
rendered  to  the  State  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Special 
Commissioner,  and  in  acknowledgment  of  them,  conferred  on 
him  the  honor  of  knighthood,  as  Sir  Donald  A.  Smith, 
K.C.M.G. 
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'.   Proclamation  issued  by  Hon.  Wm.  McDougall  on  2nd  December, 
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^  Proclamation  issued   by  Sir  John  Young.   Governor-Cieneral  of 
Canada,  on  6th  December,  1869. 
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).  Laws  of  Assiniboia  passed  by  the  Provisional  Govern  ment,  7th 
May,  1870. 
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No.  I. 

loYAL  Charter  for    incorporating    the    Hddson's    Bay    Company, 

GRANTED    BY    HiS   MaJKSTY,     KiNG     ChARLES    THE     SECOND,     IN     THE 

22nd  y^ear  ok  his  reign,  a.d.  1670. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
ranee  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  <&c.,  to  all  to  whom  these 
resents  shall  come,  greeting  : 

Whereas  our  dear  and  entirely  beloved  cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  Count 
alatine  of  the  Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  Cumberland,  &c.  ;  Chris- 
»pher,  Duke  of  Albemarle;  W  Uiam,  Elarl  of  Craven;  Henry,  Lord 
rlington  ;  Anthony,  Lord  Ashley  ;  Sir  John  Robinson,  and  Sir  Robert 
yner.  Knights  and  Baronets  ;  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Baronet ;  Sir  Edward 
luiigerford.  Knight  of  the  Bath  ;  Sir  Paul  Neele,  Knight ;  Sir  John 
riftith  »nd  Sir  Phillip  Carteret,  Knights  ;  James  Hayes,  John  Kirke, 
rancis  Millington,  William  Prettyman,  John  Fenn,  Esquires  ;  and  John 
ortman,  Citizen  and  Goldsmith  of  London  ;  have,  at  their  own  great 
«t  and  charges,  undertaken  an  expedition  for  Hudson's  Bay,  in  the 
Dtth-west  part  of  America,  for  the  discovery  of  a  new  passage  into  the 
>uth  Sea,  and  for  the  finding  some  trade  for  furs,  minerals  and  other 
msiderable  commodities,  and  by  such,  their  undertaking,  have  already 
lade  such  discoveries  as  do  encourage  them  to  proceed  further  in  pur- 
lance  of  their  said  design .  by  means  whereof  there  may  probably  arise 
t;ry  great  advantage  to  us  and  our  kingdom  :  And,  whereas  the  said 
[idertjikers  for  their  further  encouragement  in  the  said  design,  have 
iimbly  besought  us  t<»  incorporate  them,  and  grant  unto  them  and  their 
iccessors  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  of  all  those  seas,  straits,  bays, 
vera,  lakes,  creeks  and  sounds,  in  whatsoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that 
t;  within  the  entrance  of  the  sti-aits,  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits, 
»((ether  with  all  the  lands,  countries  and  territories  upon  the  coasts  and 
»nfine3  (»f  the  seas,  straits,  bays,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks  and  sounds,  afore- 


■aid,  whidi  •.re  not  now  Actually  posiessed  by  nn;  of  oar  Btibjogta.  <it  If 
th«  Mbjecti  tit  Miy  "th«T  Chrutian  Prince  or  State  Now  Know  Te,  thil 
w«,  being  iluiiroui  to  iinmiote  ■!)  ondekTora  tending  to  tho  public  gaud  u( 
DOT  pMple,  ftiid  to  uiicouragt)  the  wid  undertaking,  haro  of  oar  sptciil 
grue,  oartaici  knunludi^  and  metv  motion,  }^ven.  icrniit<'1.  r.i 
oonfirawd.  Mid  hf  these  |>reaent^  for  u<.  our  heira  and  >ir<<  ~^< 'i^ 
gvuit,  laHty  Hiitl  conSnii  unt<i  out  nid  cousin,  Princt  J;>;|>ri 
toplwr,  DnliP  of  Albeniwlo  ;  William,  Eari  of  Cravfii  ,  Hiiuj.  L  i.; 
Arlington;  Anthony,  Lord  Aatilfj ;  Sir  Jabii  Ro' inaon.  Sir  BuUn 
Vyner,  "ir  Peter  Collelon.  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  Sir  P»ul  Neele,  Si 
J^in  Griffith  und  SirPtitUip  CArterot,  James  Hayes,  John  Kiri:e,Fniui3> 
MiUingtun,  Vitjinni  EVettyiuan,  'uhn  FunnanJ  John  Pottnun.  thattlie;. 
and  moh  otht-n  us  sbiill  bu  admitted  into  the  said  aocietj  aa  ii  honattCT 
o^remei,  iliiitl  be  one  body,  ciirporate  and  puUtio,  in  deed  «nd  in  name. 
b7  the  name  uf  '"The  Governor  andCutnpany  of  Adventuren  of  Riband, 
trading  into  HudAon't  Bay,"  and  theu  by  the  name  of  the  "Uot- 
emor  and  Coiii|>«ny  <if  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Mul- 
sun's  Bay  "  one  body  oor]>orate  and  politic,  ill  deed  and  ill  nuu, 
really  nnd  fully  frtrever,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suocessora.  wc  d>> 
mike,  iirdikiii,  constitute,  estnhlish  confirm  and  declare  by  these preuuitii 
and  tlint  by  the  kame  name  of  "(}ovemor  and  Compmiy  of  Adrentuicn 
of  Engliind,  tntding  into  Hiidion's  Bny."  they  shall  have  |ier(H>tu>d  bumm- 
aion,  and  thnt  they  and  their  BUCceMon.  by  Che  name  of  "  The  Gorvnu* 
ftnd  Ciimpany  of  Adventurer*  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bsy." 
be,  Hnd  at  ntl  times  hereafter  shall  be  penuiDnble  and  ca]iable  in  Uv.  t<' 
hiive,  jiurchfuu,  ruceive,  jhimcss,  enjoy  nnd  rottin  Iftnds,  rent',  privil^n. 
liberties,  jurisdictions,  fmnchiies  and  horedibnnenta.  of  what  kind,  natnn 
or  quality  aoever  they  may  be,  to  them  and  their  auccesBota  ;  luid  alau  to 
give,  gmnt,  demise,  iiliun.  assign  and  dispose  lands,  tenements  and  her*' 
ditameiits,  and  to  do  and  execute  nil  and  lingular  other  things  by  tlw 
Binie  name  tint  to  them  shall  or  in>iy  appertain  to  do  :  and  that  they  tui 
their  successors,  by  thf  name  of  "The  fJovernor  sod  Company  of  Adven- 
turers of  Enj;!and,tmding  into  UudHun's Bay."may  plead  n  d  be  inipl«ad«<L 
answer  ■■nd  lie  unswered,  defend  and  he  defended,  in  whatsoever  coutti 
and  places,  before  whatHoerer  judges  and  justices,  and  other  persons  and 
officers,  in  all  and  singular  nctione  pleas,  suitA,  quarrels,  causes  and  de- 
mands whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  sort,  in  such  manner  »nd 
form  as  any  other  our  li^e  people  of  this  our  renlm  of  England,  beint 
peisuns  able  and  cnjmble  in  law,  may  or  can  have,  purchase,  recvitr. 
poBseaH,  enjoy,  retain,  give,  grant,  demiae,  alien,  nasign,  diH[iOHe,  plnd. 
defend  and  be  defended,  do  permit  and  execute  ;  and  that  the  nid 
"  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  Eng1iiii>!,  trading  into  Hixl 
son's  Bay."  and  their  successors    mny  have  a  cnnimoii  seal  to  serve  fur  tSi 
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the  causes  and  businesses  of  them  and  their  successors,  and  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawrful  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  and  their  success- 
ors, the  same  seal,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  pleasure,  to  break, 
change,  and  to  make  anew  or  alter,  as  to  them   ^hall  seem   expedient : 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, we  do  ordain  that  there  shall  be  from  henceforth  one  of  the  same 
Company,  to  be  elected  and  appointed  in  such  form  as  hereafter  in  these 
presents  is   expressed,   which  shall  be  called  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Company  ;  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company,   shall  or  may  elect 
seven  (»f  their  number,  in  such  form  as  hereafter  in  these  presents  is 
expressed,  which  shall  be  called  the  Committee  of  the  said  Comi)any, 
which  Committee  of  seven,  or  any  three  of  them,  together  with  the  Gov- 
ernor or  Deputy  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  voyages  of  and  for  the  said  Company,  and  the 
pmvision  of  the  shipping  and  merchandizes  thereunto   belonging,  and 
alto  the   sale    of  all   merchandizes,    goods   and  other  things    returned, 
in   all    or  any   of  the   voyages   or    ships   of  or   for   the   said  Company, 
and  the  managing  and  handling  of  all  other  businens,  affairs  and  things 
belonging  to  the  said  Comiwiny  :  And  we  will,  ordain,  and  grant  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  said  Governur  and 
ComjMiny,  and  their  successors,  that  they  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
|Hiny  and  their  successors  shall  from  henceforth,  forever  be  ruled,  order- 
ed and  governed,  according  to  such  manner  and  form  as  is  hereafter  in 
these  presents  expressed,  and  not  otherwise  ;  and  that  they  shall  have, 
hold,  retain  and  enjoy  the  grants,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions,  and 
immunities  only  hereafter  in  these  presents  granted  and  expressed,  and 
n«>  other  :  And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  will  and  grant  in  this  be- 
half,  we  have  assigned   nominated   constituted  and  made,  and  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign,  nominate,  consti- 
tute and  make  our  said  cousin.  Prince  Rupert,  to  be  the  first  and  present 
Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  to  continue  in  the  said  ottice,  from  the 
date  of  these  presents  until  the  lCH;h  November  then  next  following,  if  he, 
the  said  Prince  Rupert,  shall  so  long  live,  and  so  until  a  new  (governor  le 
cho8en  by  the  said  Comixany,  in  form  hereafter  exjiressetl  :  And  also  we 
have  assigned,  nominated  and  appointed,  and  })y  these  presents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  asvsign,  nominate  and  constitute,  the  siiid 
Sir  John  Robinson,  Sir  Robert  Vyner,  Sir  Peter  Collet<in,  .lames  Haye.«, 
John  Kirke,  Francis  Millington  and  John  Portman,  to  be  the  seven  first 
and  present  Committees  of  the   said    Company,  from  the  date  of  these 
presents  until  tho  said  10th  day  of  November  then  also  next  following, 
and  so  until  new  Committees  shall  l>e  chosen  in  form  hereafter  expressed  : 
And  further  we  will  and  grant  by  these  jiresents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  unto  the  fatd  Governor  and  Company,  ai.d  their  successors, 
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that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  <;reater  part  of  them  present  at  any  public  »f>- 
serably,  cimimonly  called  the  Court  General,  to  be  hoi  en  for  the  said 
0<>m|feany,  the  (governor  of  the  said  Company  being  always  one,  fn>m 
time  to  time  to  elect,  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  said  Company  u> 
be  Deputy  tc»  the  said  Governor,  which  Deputy  shall  take  a  corporal  oath. 
before  the  (ii»vemor  and  three  or  more  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Coift> 
|wuiy  for  the  time  being,  well,  truly  and  faithfuUy  to  execute  his  said 
office  of  Deputy  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  after  his  oath  id 
taken  shall  and  miiy  fi-om  time  to  time  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Goveniur, 
exercise  and  execute  the  <»ffice  of  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  in  saA 
sort  as  the  said  (vifvemor  ought  to  do  :  And  further  we  will  and  grant  br 
these  presents,  fitr  us.  our  heirs  and  success«ira,  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  Ooui|kany  of  Ad%'enturers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and 
their  suci'^ssors.  that  they,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  where<if  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  tin)e  lieing  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one.  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times  hereafter.  sh.*ill  and  may  have  authority  and  |M)wer.  yearly  and 
everv  vear,  betw^vn  the  first  and  last  tlav  of  November,  to  assemble  and 
nit'Ot  tot^rtlur  in  s<«me  iviivfiiient  place.  u>  be  a|HH»inted  fr«  lu  tiii.r  t- 
timo  by  ilio  (it'Vtrn««r,  i«r  m  Ins  ab'itnoo  by  the  Deputy  of  the  viiii  <T"Vrr 
iior  I«»r  tile  tlii.e  )»einL:  .vnd  tlmt  ihev  Wing  s«»  asseniblet^l.  i:  sliall  aiui  il.»J 
K*  law  till  t««  ani  i"r  tlu-  sAivl  <i««v«.rn«»r  »»r  Deputy  of  the  s;iid  G^.vern-:. 
anil  tlu-  sctiti  r.-injijiny  for  the  tnne  l»eing.  or  the  greater  j^rt  ••!  thri 
whioh  tiie.i  >.h;ili  ]ia]>}>en  to  In*  present,  wliere  -f  the  lloveruor  ^a  the  &»:: 
Coiu;v.»nv  v-r  his  lV;»utv  f^.r  the  tiiue  beini:  to  W  one.  to  elect  an**.  D'-il:- 
n.»T<.  oiir  of  tile  -^lui  L\»nijMny.  which  shall  l»e  liovcnK»r  of  the  >.-*ia  C::. 
]winy  for  oiu-  wh  K-  year  then  next  following,  which  jH.rsoii  i^iiij.  -- 
eKvttvi  a:i  i  n  •'.sr.n.iteti  to  l»e  Uo\crnori»f  the  said  Coni:vinv  ;vs  is  aforesud. 
Ivt-re  hi  iH'  a«i!u:::eii  to  tju-  execution  i4  the  said  ottitv.  -»hall  t.'»ke  ^  e  *- 
{v»r«i  vv»:i»  Inf. 'IV  tile  hi>t  (iovt-rnor.  being  his  prvrU-cei^'r  or  his  lK:;..n}, 
aini  an\  tiirce  "V  \i\  re  **i  ilie  Comnuttee  oi  the  said  Comp.^ny  f«'r  :i.c  'Ji  r 
iH'in.;.  th.it  he  >h.:.y.  roui  t:nie  to  tune  well  and  trulv  exet.ute  the  •  ±vv  : 
tiovirii'i  .<f  tie  vu«i  r.»n\iviny  in  all  things  c\»ncemini:  ilie  ?s»i..r  :  iiij: 
that  iii.uu'r.atelv  .»f:vr  tVte  s.-inie  Kith  so  taken,  he  shall  and  n;%v  exei-'.T 
and  vi>t  tile  N.'iid  i»!tici"  --f  <^r«vernor  *^:  the  sjtid  Conijviny  for  .-ik-  »h  ■.'. 
year  fr.  :u  t'ltnce  nvxt  f-ilowing  :  And  m  like  s«'rt  i»e  will  and  gr%n:.  'iv* 
as  Well,  every  vaie  *'i  the  ab"Ve-nanuHi  to  be  i*i  the  said  O'liij^vuiy.  r  Ft. 
h'W>h".:»,  as  all  .tlur^  h.eroafter  t««  l>e  admitted  or  free  of  the  SAid  C  :_- 
j»;iny.  sha'.l  t.»ke  a  corj^-n!  i>ath  l»if"re  the  Go\ernor  of  the  >Aid  O'lr.t+vziy 
or  ii>  DeMit\  l-r  the  t!:r.e  Win^'  to  siicii  elfect  ;«  bv  the  sai-i  G^^trL-  r 
an«i  t*.«:r.jc»ny.  or  tiie  creater  jvart  i»f  them,  in  any  public  Court  i.»  r^  br>-". 
for  ti.e  •».»:d  t'oit!>iiiy.  >hall  l>e  in  reas  'uable  or  legal  luiniivr  >e:  -i  •' 
an<i  «i«  \i«-etl.  Ih:".  re  thev  siiall  be  allowed  oraumittevl  t«»  ira-u-  v-r  :r^:^•.  fc5 
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mn  of  the  said  Company  :  And  further  we  will  and  grant  by  these 
t8,  for  U8,  our  heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and 
ny.  and  their  successors,  that  the  said  Governor  or  Deputy -Gover- 
id  the  rest  of  the  said  Company,  and  their  successors  for  the  time 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor  or  Deputy- 
lor  from  time  to  time  to  be  one,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time, 
.  all  times  hereafter,  have  power  and  authority,  yearly  and  every 
>etween  the  first  and  last  day  of  November,  to  assemble  and  meet 
er  in  some  convenient  place,  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  by 
d  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  or  in  his  absence,  by  his  Deputy ; 
at  they  being  so  assembled,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
d  Governor  or  his  Deputy,  and  the  Company  for  the  time  being,  or 
^ter  {>art  of  them,  which  then  shall  happen  to  be  present,  whereof 
ivemor  of  the  said  Company  or  his  Deputy  for  the  time  being  to  be 
>  elect  and  nominate  seven  of  the  said  Company,  which  shall  be  a 
ittee  of  the  said  Company  for  one  whole  year  from  the  next  ensuing, 
)>er8ons  being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  be  a  Committee  of  the 
'ompany  as  aforesaid,  before  they  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of 
ifhce.  shall  take  a  coq)oral  oath  before  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy, 
ly  three  or  more  of  the  said  Committee  of  the  said  Company,  being 
ftst  predecessors,  that  they  and  every  of  them  shall  well  and  faithfully 
m  their  said  office  of  Committees  in  all  things  concerning  the  same, 
lat  immediately  after  the  said  oath  so  taken,  they  shall  and  may  ex- 
and  use  their  said  ofiice  of  Committees  of  the  said  Compiany,  for  one 
year  from  thence  next  following :  And  moreover  our  will  and  pleasure 
i  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successers,  we  do  grant  unto 
id  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  that  when  and  a» 
is  it  shall  happen  the  Governor  or  Deputy-Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
for  the  time  being,  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  that  he  shall 
ninated,  elected  and  sworn  to  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  the  said 
any,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  die  or  to  be  removed  from  the  said  office. 
Governor  or  Deputy-Governor,  not  demeaning  himself  well  in  hia 
fficc,  we  will  to  be  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  rest  of  the  said 
any,  or  the  greater  part  of  them   which   shall  be  present  at  their 
;  assemblies,  commonly  calle<l  their  general  courts,   holden  for  the 
lompany,  that  then  and  so  often,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
e  residue  of  the  said  Comi>any,   for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater 
•f  them,  within  a  convenient  time  after  the  death  or  removing  of 
iich  Governor  or  Deputy-Governor,  to  assemble  themselves  in  such 
nient  place  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  the  election  of  the  Governor 
puty -Governor,  of  the  said  Comiiany  ;  and  that  the  said  Company,  or 
reater  part  of  them,  being  then   and  there  {jresent,  shall  and  may, 
uid  there,  before  their  departure  from  the  said  place,  elect  and  nom* 
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inata  cne  otbur  nE  tlii>  mM  Comjunr  to  be  GoVHmoT  or  P<[iiiij  tliMWWi 
for  the  Mtid  Conipaiiy,  in  the  place  and  atead  of  bim  that  •»  di«4  (t  «■ 
nmoved;  wliiuU  penun,  being  ao  elected  and  Dominated  to  tlwUbet' 
'  Ooramw  or  Doputy  Governor  of  the  mid  Company,  ahall  fa«Te  end  nm- 
oiaa  the  said  office  fur  sod  during  tlie  reaidas  of  th«  aud  yvu,  lakiii( 
int  a  ocopornl  oulh,  aa  is  afiirusaid,  for  the  due  exccuticai  therecf ;  Ml 
ttiiato  badoDii.- frum  lime  to  time  «o  often  aa  the  case  afaall  ■oiwpnc: 
Andalao,  oar  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  ibeaa  preaeata  for  oa,  oar  btn 
tad  KUoeMors,  we  do  firant  unto  the  said  Qoremor  and  Oompaaj,  HM 
iriiMt,  and  Ml  often  u  it  ahall  h^ipen,  any  petaon  or  pervona  of  the  Ca»- 
■uittM  ti  the  said  Cunipanj,  for  Uie  time  being,  at  any  time  vilhin  <m 
year  next  after  that  tbey  or  any  of  them  ahall  be  iinmiB«jjwj_ 
avora  to  tha  office  of  Cunmdttee  of  the  aaid  Company,  aa  n 
die  or  be  rauoved  from  the  taid  office,  which  CommittecB  iiat  rli  ■maiiii. 
thamselrei  well  in  their  laid  office,  we  will  to  tw  MMovMblaak  (ha  flana 
of  the  aaid  Cloveruor  mod  Company,  or  the  gvMtar  put  of  thaa, 
titt  Goremor  ••(  the  taid  Company,  for  the  tima  ben^  or  Ua  Dm^ 
be  one,  that  tlivn  Hnd  no  oft«n,  it  hIiaU  and  may  be  bwfdl  to  and  ferlht 
ttaid  Governor,  aud  the  reet  of  the  Company  for  the  time  being,  erik 
greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  Guvem<'r.  for  the  time  being,  mhii 
Deputy  to  be  one,  within  convenient  time  after  the  death  or  remorii^itf 
any  of  the  said  Comniitlee,  to  aaaemble  Ihemnelvea  in  such  coo Tenim 
pl»ce  M  is  or  shall  be  usual  and  accustomed  For  the  election  of  the  Gone 
nor  of  the  said  Ci>ui|Hin3',  or  where  else  the  Goremor  of  the  !Md  Ctm- 
imiiy,  for  the  time  being,  ur  his  I>e)>uty  shall  appoint  :  And  that  thr  aid 
Uoveniiir  and  Cuin|MUiy,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whemif  theG»i- 
emiir.  for  the  time  teiiig.  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  being  then  and  (hen 
present,  shall  and  may.  then  and  there,  before  their  departute  froa  ik 
siiid  place,  elect  and  nominate  une  or  mure  of  the  laid  Companr  ti>  br  uf 
the  Committee  cif  thu  said  Company  in  the  pUce  and  stead  <tf  him  or  tka 
that  BO  died,  ur  nure  or  was  so  removed,  which  pereon  or  peraoctt  n^  tn*- 
inated  and  electi^il  t»  the  office  of  Committee  of  the  said  Cfm)HOT.  >Ul 
have  and  exercise  the  faid  office  fkir  and  during  the  residue  of  the  nil 
vear,  taking  first  a  cur|iutal  uath,  as  is  aforesaid,  fi^  the  due  eiccmii* 
thereof,  and  this  to  be  done  from  time  to  time,  so  ottca  aa  the  caw  iti 
Tei|uire  :  And  to  the  end  the  aaid  Governor  and  Cmnpany  of  Adimmai 
of  England,  trading  into  Uudson's  Bay.  may  be  etuxxiraged  to  nndcnab 
and  effectually  '.o  prosecute  the  said  deaign.  of  our  more  especial  gt^^ 
certain  knowledge,  aud  mere  motion,  we  hare  given,  gianted.  ^id  «■■ 
firmed,  and  by  thene  presents  fiir  us,  our  hein  and  sneceswua.  do  fin, 
grant  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Cmnpany,  and  their  fK~ 
cesaors,  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  of  all  tboee  seas,  stntts.  twiya,  tirav 
lakes,  creeks  and  aounds,  in   whataoever  latitode  they  abkU  be.  Ihsl  Iw 
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within  the  entrance  of  the  straits  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits,  to- 
gether with  all  the  lands  and  territories  upon  the  countries,  coasts,  and 
confines  of  the  seas,  bays,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks,  and  sounds  aforesaid,  that 
are  not  already  actually  possessed  by  or  granted  to  any  of  our  subjects,  or 
{MKMessed  by  the  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State,  with  the 
hailing  of  all  sorts  of  fish,  whales,  sturgeons,  and  all  other  royal  fishes  in 
the  seas,  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers  within  the  preiniKes,  and  the  fish  therein 
taken,  together  with  the  royalty  of  the  sea  upon  the  coasts  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  and  all  mines  royal,  as  well  discovered  as  not  discovered, 
of  gold,  silver,  gems,  and  precious  stones,  to  be  found  or  discovered  with- 
in the  territories,  limits  and  places  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  land  be 
from  henceforth  recktmed  and  reputed  as  one  of  our  plantations  or  cohm- 
ies  in  America,  called  '*  Rupert's  Land  :  "  And  further,  we  do,  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  make,  create  and  constitute  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  the 
true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  of  the  same  territory,  limits  and 
places  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  the  premises,  saving  always  the  faith, 
allegiance  and  sovereign  dominion  due  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for 
the  same,  U*  have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  territory,  limits  and 
places,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  hereby  granted  as  afore- 
said, with  their  and  every  of  their  rights,  members,  jurisdictions,  pre- 
i.^gatives,  royalties  and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  to  them,  the  said  Gov- 
ernor and  Company,  and  their  successoi*8  for  ever,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  as  of  our  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  county 
<»f  Kent,  in  free  and  conmion  soccage,  and  not  in  ca])ite  or  ))y  knight's 
8er\'ice  ;  yielding  and  jwiying  yearly  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for 
the  same,  two  elks  and  two  black  bea\  ers,  whensoever  and  as  often  as  we, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  shall  happen  to  enter  into  the  said  countries, 
terri^mes  and  regions  hereby  granted  :  And  further,  our  will  and  plea- 
huro  is,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successoi-s,  we  do  grant 
unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  successors,  that  it 
Hhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Conjpany,  and 
their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  to  assemble  themselves,  for  or  a1)oiit 
any  the  matters,  causes,  afiairs  or  businesses  of  the  sai<l  trade,  in  any  phic-e 
or  places  for  the  same  convenient,  within  our  dominions  or  elsewliere,  and 
there  to  hold  court  for  the  said  Conjpany.  and  the  atfairs  thereof  ;  and 
that  also,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  tlieni,  and  the  greattr 
jMU't  of  them,  bein;^  so  assembled,  an  1  that  shiU  tlien  ami  there  be  pre- 
sent, in  any  such  ))lace  or  places,  whereof  tlie  (Jovernor  or  his  Deputy, 
lor  the  time  being,  to  be  one,  to  make,  ordain  and  constitute  such  and  so 
many  reas<jnable  laws,  coiLstitutions,  orders  aii<l  ordinances  as  to  them, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  being  then  and  there  j)resent,  shall  seem 
uecesMury  and  convenient  for  the  good  governnent  of  the  said  company, 
GO 


and  of  ■UgoTviMn  uf  Mdoniaa,  fntm  Mid  plantatam*.  faeton,  WMlnn. 
DMrinon,  mud  oUmt  oSeen  omidorad,  or  to  ba  emfdojad,  in  anj  of  (he 
tmiianm  and  buds  afocMud,  and  in  any  c<  tMr  TOjagoa ;  and  fca  Oa 
batter  adTaooMnent  and  cMitinnaaoe  of  the  Hid  br»da  or  tnfio,  and  |lia- 
tatioiiB,  and  tba  aame  lawa,  ooaatitntiana,  otdars  aod  antiBanan  n  Hade, 
to  put  in,  nao  and  ezaente  aaoaidin)(l7.  and  at-  tbair  jUmmm  to  nroka 
and  alter  Uia  aame,  or  any  of  tbem,  aa  the  oeeaaioii  ahall  nqnini  ui 
that  the  laid  Gtoranor  and  Company,  ao  often  aa  they  ahaH  wake,  ordi^ 
or  eatablwh  any  aocfa  Uwa,  coDititntiona,  ordoa  and  erdiwuxea,  in  mk 
form  aa  afoieaaid,  ahall  and  may  Uwfnlfy  impn—,  otdaiu,  limit,  and  pn- 
Tide  nidi  paina,  penahaee,  and  pnairiiaienta  i^ian  all  r^fandw,  euataur 
to  audi  lawa,  imietitHtiona.  arAtn  Mid  ordinaDoea,  or  any  of  than,  aa  la 
the  aeid  Ooremor  and  Company,  for  the  time  being,  or  tha  graatat  fart 
(tf  tiiem,  Htm  and  there  bei^  prnaent,  the  aaid  GoiT«FBar  or  hia  Dtpalr 
being  alwaja  one.  ahall  aeen  neeeawiy,  raqoiaite,  or  eoBvardeut  fcr  tt* 
obawration  cf  tba  aame  Uwa,  ooatttutioBa,  otden,  M>d  ordinaiwa ;  mi 
tha  aamc  finea  and  aaaMriamenta  ihaW  and  la^,  by  their  oOeen  and  am- 
TBtitB,  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  for  that  parpoae,  levy,  take  ui 
have,  to  the  use  of  the  xnid  GovemiT  and  CoDipany,  and  their  auccesn^ 
without  the  ioipediiueiit  uf  ub,  our  heirs,  or  Huccessor,  or  of  tnj  tbt 
ofliecrs  or  niiiiiBtcrs  of  us.  our  heini,  or  HuccesBom,  and  without  iitiy  *c- 
ciiunt  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs,  ur  Buccessore,  to  be  uiaile  :  All  and  uiiga- 
lar  which  Uws,  const itutloiis,  orders  and  ordinances,  ao  as  afureuid  to 
be  iiwde.  we  will  (o  be  duly  obnerved  and  kept  under  the  paini  uxl 
pennlties  therein  to  be  contained  ;  ao  always  aa  the  said  laws,  conitits- 
tions.  urdera  and  ordinances,  finea  and  anierciamenta,  be  reasonable,  and 
not  contrary  or  repugnant,  but  as  near  aa  mny  be  agreenble  to  the  Uki, 
stKtuteR  or  customs  of  this  our  realm  :  And  furthermore,  of  our  atpple 
and  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  granted, 
and  by  these  prcttenta,  for  us.  our  heirs  and  Bucceaatint.  do  gnuit  untu  the 
;Mud  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successora,  that  they  and  their 
aucccsNors.  and  their  factors,  servants,  and  agents,  fur  them  and  on  (bar 
behalf.  an<l  not  otherwise,  shall  forever  hereafter  have,  uaeand  enjoy,  not 
only  the  whole,  entire  and  only  trade  and  traffic,  and  the  whole,  entire 
and  only  liberty,  use  and  privilege  of  trading  and  tmffickii^  to  and  from 
the  territorj',  limita.  and  places  iiforessid  ;  but  also  the  whole  and  entire 
trade  »nd  traffic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  lakea  and 
seas,  into  which  they  shall  find  entrance  or  passage  by  water  or  land  utK 
of  the  terriloriea.  limits  or  places  aforesaid  ;  and  to  and  witii  alt  the 
natives  and  people  inhabiting,  or  which  ahall  inhabit  within  Uie  terri- 
tories, liniila  and  places  aforesaid  :  and  to  and  with  all  other  natioas  in- 
habiting any  of  the  coasts  adjacent  to  the  aaid  territories,  limita  sod 
places  which  are  not  already  {HjeHessed  aa  aioreeaid.  or  whereof  the  sole 
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liberty  or  privilege  of  trade  and  traffic  is  not  granted  to  any  other  of  our 
Kubjects  :  And  we,  of  our  further  royal  favor,  and  of  our  more  e8])ecial 
grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  granted,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents, for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  to  the  8;iid  Governor  and 
Com|Miny,  and  to  their  successors,  that  neither  the  Siiid  territories,  linnts 
and  phices,  hereby  granted  as  aforesaid,  nor  any  jMirt  thereof,  nor  the 
islands,  havens,  ports,  cities,  t4)wns,  or  ] daces  thereof,  or  therein  con- 
taine<l,  shall  be  visited,  fre(iuented,  or  haunted  by  any  of  the  subjects  of 
us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  contrary  to  the  true  ineaniug  of  these  pre- 
sents, and  by  virtue  of  our  prerogative  royal,  which  we  will  not  have  in 
that  behalf  argue<l  or  brought  into  (piestion  :  We  strictly  charge,  com- 
mand and  prohibit  fi)r  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  the  subjects  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  of  what  degree  or  quality  soever  they  be,  that 
none  of  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  do  visit,  haunt,  fre<|uent  or  trade, 
traflic,  or  atlventure,  by  way  of  merchandise,  into  or  from  any  of  the  Siiid 
territories,  limits  or  places  hereby  granted,  or  any,  or  eitlier  of  them, 
other  than  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  such  particular  persons 
as  now  be.  or  here»ifter  shall  be,  of  that  Company,  their  agents,  factors 
and  assigns,  unless  it  be  by  the  licen:ie  and  agreement  of  the  said  Gov- 
ernor and  Company,  in  writing  tirst  had  ami  obtained,  under  the  couim<m 
seal,  to  l>e  granted,  upon  |»ain  that  every  such  i>erson  or  persons  that  shall 
trade  or  traffic  into  or  fiom  any  of  the  ccmntries,  territories  or  limits 
aforesaid,  other  than  the  said  Governor  and  ComjMiny,  and  their  succes- 
stirs,  shall  incur  our  indignation,  and  the  forfeiture  and  loss  of  the  goods, 
merchandise,  and  other  things  whatsoever,  which  so  shall  be  brought  into 
this  realm  of  England,  or  any  of  the  dominions  of  the  same,  contniry  to 
our  said  prohibition,  or  the  puqwirt  or  true  meaning  of  these  presents, 
for  »vhich  the  wiid  Governor  and  Company  shall  tind,  take  and  seize  in 
<»ther  places  out  of  our  dominions,  where  the  sjiid  Company,  tlieir  agents, 
fAct«>rH  or  ministers,  shall  trade,  traffic,  or  inhabit,  by  virtue  of  these 
our  letters  patent,  as  also  the  ship  and  shi])8,  with  the  furniture  thereof, 
wherein  such  g(K>ds,  merchandises,  and  other  things,  shall  be  brought  and 
found  ;  the  one-half  of  all  the  said  forfeitures  to  be  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
Kuccessors,  and  the  other  half  thereof  we  do  by  these  presents  clearly  and 
wholly,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said 
Governor  and  ComjMiny,  and  their  successors  :  And  further,  all  and 
every  the  said  offenders,  for  the  said  c<mtem])t,  to  sutler  such  other  pun 
inhment  as  to  us,  (mr  heirs  and  successors,  for  so  high  a  cc^ntempt,  shall 
seem  meet  and  convenient,  and  not  to  be  in  any  wise  <lelivered  until  they 
and  every  one  of  them  shall  become  bound  unto  the  wiid  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  at  the  least,  at  no  time 
thereafter  to  trade  or  traffic  into  any  of  the  said  places,  seas,  straits,  bays. 
l>ortA,  havens,  or  territories  aforesjiid,  contrary  to  our  express  command- 


Bent  in  tlwt  bdwU  m(  down  and  imUisLed  :  And  further,  td  tmt  more 
flqxxUl  gnwe,  we  Imrn  ooodaaoonded  k'-d  giMited,  and  bjr  these  {awata, 
lor  vs.  our  hein  end  meceMon,  do  gtmat  unto  the  wd  OoTentor  wd 
OonpMij,  end  their  awMeMon,  thtJ  we,  our  beire  and  wucewon,  will 
not  gnat  lifaertj,  Ikenw  or  power  to  any  paratw  or  parwma  whataoenr, 
VmXtnj  to  the  tenor  of  iheae  oar  letten  ]«tent,  to  bade,  IcaSe,  or  ia- 
habit,  unto  or  npon  any  the  territoiiea,  limita  or  [daeaa  afwe  ^wafied, 
oontrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  theae  pnsenta,  without  the  e-attealt  ol 
the  nid  Oovenxw  and  Cooipanj,  or  the  miiet  part  of  them :  And,  irf  w 
■DOC*  abuoAiiit  graea  and  faTor  to  (he  md  Goremtw  and  Cotnpaaf ,  *• 
do  harvt^  dedan  our  will  and  pkasnie  to  be,  Uiat  if  it  shall  ao  bapfica 
that  any  of  the  peraooa  free  or  to  be  free  of  Um  aaid  Company  of  adraa- 
toran  of  bi^^and  tm^og  into  Hudaou'e  Baj,  who  Bball,  before  tha  gntf 
foMh  of  Moj  ihip  or  ahipe  appointed  for  a  voyaga  or  otherwiM,  pnanin  «c 
agree,  by  writing  mndar  hia  or  their  handa,  to  adTeuturo  any  aom  or  aami 
«f  mohey  towarda  thefuniiahingany  [wanaiui  or  maiutananoe  of  any  mj 
age  or  voyafiea,  set  forth,  or  to  be  aet  tutth,  or  intended  or  meant  to  be 
aet  forth,  by  the  miil  liitvcrnur  And  Company,  or  the  mure  ]«rt  of  then 
present  at  an;  public  awwinbly.  ciinimoiily  culled  their  geiiemi  court,  thill 
nut  within  the  h\vkm  •'(  tweiily  tUy»  next  after  warning  given  to  hiu  <ir 
them  liy  the  wiiil  GovfnmmrO.inipnny.  or  their  known  otHcerorminMcr. 
briib!  in  «inl  iK'iivet  to  the  TivaKiir  i  or  TrejiBurcrs.  n)  )h tinted  fur  t be 
C>>iii)viny  such  sutiis  of  money  im  sliall  haie  U*n  exiiresMil  luid  set  du»D 
in  urriling  l>y  the  s.iiil  jiiTwonor  [etsons,  subs(TJl>i;il  with  the  n.inie  of  »id 
aJvonliirf  or  adventun-rs.  thnt  then  and  ;il  nil  times  after  it  ghiul  and  nut 
Ih)  lawful  t.i  ami  for  the  sail!  (J.ivemor  and  Cmipatiy,  or  the  iimre  iian  of 
them  |prfM'nl.  uliereof  the  s.iiil  (Jovenior  or  his  Deputy  to  bv  one.  at  my 
of  their  irinier.i!  conrta  or  ceiierxl  aBseinhliex,  to  reino\e  and  dlifrai>c1ii« 
hill)  or  ihini.  and  tvet}-  siicli  jBrson  and  )>ers«iis  at  their  wilU  aiid  ploi- 
surus,  mill  he  or  they  w.  removed  and  disfninthised,  not  tn  he  permitted  in 
tradu  into  the  countries,  territories,  and  limits  aforetMid.  or  any  (ail 
thereof,  nor  to  have  any  adventure  or  sl.ick  going  or  reiiiaiiiing  with  \<t 
amooysl  the  »aid  Comjwny,  « itliout  Ihe  R)iecj)i]  license  of  the  Raid  Gover- 
nor und  ComlMny.  or  (he  m  ire  pirt  of  theui  present  at  any  General  Coorl, 
first  had  an  1  ohtaintil  in  that  lieluilf,  any  thinj;  before  in  thes«  girwvnti  t.i 
the  c..niiiiry  thero.if  in  miy  wise  notwithitandinj; :  And  <^r  wiU  uti 
plea.iiire  is.  and  herelir  «'e  do  alKi>  ordain,  that  it  aball  and  may  be  Uafd 
to  and  for  tin-  «tid  OoverniT  and  (.'••nil'any.  -ir  the  greater  part  irf  thrau 
wheris'f  the  Uovcriior  for  ihe  time  In-ing  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  tuad- 
mit  into  and  to  beof  (l)es.'iid  i-^'nipany^illsuch  scn-aiits  and  factors,  ot^tUt 
the  said  Couiiiiiiy.  iiml  all  siidi  others  ns  t..  ihem  or  the  most  ymn  of  tbca 
present,  .il  any  t'ourt  held  for  the  said  <.'oni)iany.  the  Governor  i*  his  &( 
pulv  U'in^  ime.  ^1la1l  be  thought  bt  and  agreeable  with  the  orders  and  iT- 
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diiianceH  made  and  to  he  made  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Company  : 
And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these  ])re8ent8,  for  up,  our 
heirH  and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  Go\ernor  and  Company, 
and  to  their  successors,  that  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  in  all  elections  and 
by-laws  to  be  made  by  the  Genenl  Court  of  the  Adventurers  of  the  said 
Company  that  every  person  shall  have  a  number  of  votes  accurdini;  to  his 
stock,  that  is  t<:)  say,  for  every  hundred  pounds  by  him  subscribed  or 
brought  into  the  present  stock,  one  vote,  and  that  any  of  thoe  that  have 
subncribed  or  brought  into  the  present  stock,  one  vote,  and  that  any  of 
thoHe  that  have  subscribed  less  than  one  hundred  pounds,  may  join  their 
re8|)Octive  sums  to  make  up  one  hundred  pounds,  and  have  one  vote  joint- 
ly for  tho  same,  and  not  otherwise  :  And  further  of  our  especial  ^race, 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  do  for  uh,  our  heirs  and  success- 
ors, gnuit  to  and  with  the  said  Governor  and  Comp?vny  of  Adventurers  of 
Enghmd  tradin*^  into  Hudson's  Bay,  that  all  lands,  islands,  territories, 
plantations,  forts,  fortifiaitiou"*,  factories  or  colonies,  where  the  said  Com- 
pany's Victories  and  trade  are  or  shall  be,  within  any  the  posts  or  places 
afore  limited,  shall  be  immediately  and  from  henceforth  under  the  j ower 
and  conuntnd  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  thoir  successors  and 
assigns  ;  saving  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  to  bo  ]>erformed  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  yn  afores;iid  ;  and  th«t  the  said  (lovemor  and  Com- 
pany shall  have  liberty,  full  power  and  authority  to  appoint  and  establish 
Governors  and  all  other  officers  to  govern  them,  and  that  the  Governor 
and  his  Council  of  the  several  and  respective  places  where  the  saul  Cc>m- 
|>any  shall  have  ))lantMtion8,  forts,  factories,  colonics,  or  p'accs  of 
tnide  within  any  of  the  countries,  lands  or  territories  hereby  granted 
may  have  power  to  judge  all  persons  belonging  to  the  s«iid  Governor 
and  Company,  or  that  shall  live  under  them,  in  all  causes,  whether 
civil  or  criminal,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  execute 
justice  accordingly  ;  and  in  case  any  crime  or  misdemeanour  shall 
be  committed  in  any  of  the  sjiid  C<jm|»any's  plantations  foits,  factories,  or 
places  of  trade  within  the  limits  aforewiid,  where  judicature  cannot  be 
executed  for  want  of  a  Governor  and  Council  there,  then  in  such  case  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  chief  factor  of  that  place  and  his  Council 
to  transmit  the  party,  together  with  the  offence,  to  such  other  plantation, 
factory  or  fort  where  there  shall  be  a  (iovernor  and  Council,  where  justice 
may  l>e  executed,  or  into  this  kingdom  of  England,  as  shall  be  thought 
most  convenient,  there  to  receive  such  punishment  as  the  nature  of  his 
offence  shall  deserve  :  And  m<»reover,  our  will  and  ple;usure  is,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  give  and  grant  unto 
the  said  Governor  and  Com|Miny,  and  their  successors,  free  lil)t.rty  and 
license,  in  case  they  conceive  it  necessary,  to  send  either  shijis  of  war, 
men  or  ammunition,  unto  any  of  their  jilantatirmN,  forts,  factories  or  places 


XIV  APPENDIX. 

of  trade  aforesaid,  for  the  aecarity  and  defonce  of  the  aama,  and  to 
ohooto  comtnandem  and  officers  over  them,  and  to  gire  them  povet ' 
And  authority,  by  commisaion  under  their  commbn  aeBl,  or  otiumnac, 
to  continue  or  make  peace  or  war  with  any  prince  or  people  whatao- 
erer,  that  are  not  Christians,  in  any  places  where  the  said  Company  ibidl 
have  any  pUntations,  forts,  or  factories,  or  adjacHkt  thereunto,  at  iball 
be  moat  for  the  advanb^(e  and  benefit  of  the  said  Govenwr  and 
Company,  and  of  their  trade ;  and  abo  to  ri^t  and  Teconipcnse  tbfn- 
■elves  upon  the  gotids,  estates  or  *peoide  of  those  posts,  by  whcan  die 
Baid  Governor  and  Coinpany  shall  sustain  any  injury,  loss  or  danu^e,  cr 
upon  any  other  people  whatsoever  that  ahall  any  way,  contrary  to  tb> 
intout  of  these  presents,  interrupt  wrong,  or  injure  them  in  Uieir  idd 
trade,  within  the  said  places,  tenitoriea,  and  limits  granted  by  duscbartir. 
And  that  it  ahall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  aaid  Governor  aid 
Company,  and  their  Bucceaaoni,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  aU  tiincs  fro* 
henceforth,  to  erect  and  build  such  caatlea,  fortificationa,  forts.  {{aniKiBi. 
colonies,  or  plantations,  towns  or  villages,  in  any  post  or  places  withii 
the  liniita  and  bounds  granted  before  in  theae  prcRcntn  unto  the  nud 
Governor  and  Ci>iu|inuy.  ns  thuy  in  their  iliscretiiin  shall  think  fit  »ni 
ii><)uigite,  and  fiii'  the  supply  iif  such  ak  shnll  lie  needful  and  cunvenivnl. 
Ui  keep  and  be  in  the  wtiiiu,  to  send  out  of  this  kinj^loni,  to  the  aaiil 
ciistles,  forts,  fi>rtific»'iun!(.  gHrrismis,  ciilimieH,  pUntations,  towns  it 
villn^es,  M  kinds  of  clothing,  provinion  of  victuals,  ammunition  ind 
implenientN  iii'ceHsary  fur  hucIi  purp*>He,  paying  tlie  ilutieH  and  coilomi 
fi>r  the  Hsmu,  iia  alw)  to  tniiiajmrt  and  carry  over  such  number  of  men. 
being  willing  themselves,  or  not  prohibited,  as  ihi^y  nhall  think  fit,  hdiI 
aim  to  govern  them  in  such  legnl  and  reAsoiiablu  manner  as  the  sniil 
Oiivenior  and  Cumiwiiy  shall  think  beKt.  nnd  to  inflict  punishment  f<'r 
uiliitlemeaniint  or  iiii]H>se  such  lilies  upon  them  for  brtiich  of  their  onlei>. 
as  in  these  presentH  are  formerly  expressed  :  And  further,  our  will  ibA 
pleasure  in,  and  by  theHs  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succttsson,  «>.'  d" 
):r;int  unto  (ho  snid  Governor  itnd  Com|uii>y,  niid  to  iheir  su«ci.-s«.iis.  full 
(Miner  and  lawful  authority  to  seize  u{ion  the  jiersoiis  of  all  such  English. 
or  any  other  our  BubjectH  which  alinll  sail  into  Hudson's  Bay,  or  inhahii 
in  :iny  of  the  countries,  iainuds  or  territories  hereby  granted  ^>  the  mlJ 
Governor  niid  Com|i»ny.  without  their  leave  and  license  in  that  Midi 
lii-st  bad  and  obtaiiieil,  or  that  slmll  i^ondeinn  or  disol)ey  their  orders,  nnd 
seiul  them  t><  EnKlaiiil :  snil  thnt  all  nnd  every  pvnon  or  persona,  briiit 
our  subjects.  «iiy  ways  eniploywl  by  the  said  <-'civemor  and  Oom)nnv. 
uithin  any  the  pnila,  places,  niul  limits  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  unto  kihI 
sud'er  such  punishment  for  any  otfences  by  them  connnitteJ  in  the  guru 
aforesHid,  Hs  the  President  and  Cuni'il  for  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany then-  shall  think  tit,  and  the  iinrit  tor  the  olFence  sli.'Jl  require.  «> 
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aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  any  person  or  persona  being  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced by  the  President  and  Council  of  the  s*iid  Governor  and  Company, 
in  the  countries,  lands  or  limits  aforesaid,  their  factors  or  agents  there, 
for  any  offence  by  them  done,  shall  appeal  from  the  same,  that  then  and 
in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  President  and 
Council,  factors  or  agents,  to  seize  upon  him  or  them,  and  to  carry  him 
or  them  home  prisoners  into  England,  to  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, there  to  receive  such  condign  punishment  as  his  cause  shall  require, 
and  tho  laws  of  this  natirm  allow  of  ;  and  for  the  better  discovery  of 
abuses  and  injuries  to  be  d<me  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Comimny,  or 
their  successors,  by  any  servant  by  them  to  be  employed  in  the  said 
voyages  and  plantations,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  and  their  respective  President,  Chief  Agent  or 
Governor  in  the  parts  aforesaid,  to  examine  upon  oath  all  factors, 
masters,  pursers,  supercargoes,  commanders  of  castles,  forts,  fortifications, 
plantations  or  colonies,  or  other  persons,  touching  or  concerning  any 
matter  or  thing  in  which  by  law  or  usage  an  oath  may  be  administered,  so 
as  the  said  oath,  and  the  matter  therein  contained,  be  not  repugnant,  but 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  realm  :  And  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge 
and  command  all  and  singular  our  Admirals,  Vice- Admirals,  Justices, 
Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Constables,  Bailiffs,  and  all  and  singular  other  our 
officers,  ministers,  liege  men  and  subjects  whatsoever,  to  be  aiding, 
favouring,  helping  and  assisting  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
to  their  successors,  and  to  their  deputies,  officers,  factors,  servants,  as- 
signs and  ministers,  and  every  of  them,  executing,  and  enjoying  the  pre- 
mises as  well  on  land  as  on  sea,  from  time  to  time,  when  any  of  you  shall 
thereunto  be  re<iuired  :  Any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  proviso,  proclama- 
tion or  restraint  heretofore  had,  made,  set  forth,  ordained,  or  provided, 
or  any  other  matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any- 
wise notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our 
Letters  to  be  made  Patent.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the 
second  day  of  May,  in  the  two-and  twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal. 

PIGOTT. 


Oanwii  OkAirr  to  nnt  Buoaca'a  Bat  Oobpuit  of  KMOuomm  Tum, 


(UB.)  Onwi  TBK  Foinm.  I7  tbe  Onoa  of  OodoflbftUaiM 

Kincdom  of  Onat  Britain  Mid  bahad,  Knf,  Dt- 

ToMtdtam  OiiM  Prmndi  tkM  eome,  iOBmait : 

WauaAa  An  A«t  pMMd  in  tba  aeooad  7e»  <lf  oar  nigB,  faitiliM, 
"An  Act  fttf  lognhting  tbo  Fnr  Tksdo.  and  for  aataMfcAJHg  »  GUmhI 
aad  CirilJKtiidictiaa  wiUun  oaitain  pacta  of  Neath  Anwriaft ;  Vten  it 
ia  amoD^  other  tiuBci  onaetod,  that  froB  and  after  tha  paMzng  of  tti 
aaid  Act, it  AonM  ba  lawful  ftir  aa,  owr  hajwor  laocwnta,  to  —fce  gn^ 
or  ^ve  our  Royal  licenie,  under  the  hand  and  aeal  of  one  of  oor  Piinci- 
pal  Secretaries  nf  State  t">  any  body  mqiorate  or  coDipaay ,  or  petaon  it 
persunN,  of  or  foe  the  exclusive  privilege  uf  trading  with  the  ImJians  ip  all 
Buch  puns  iif  North  America  as  should  be  specified  in  any  auch  GranU  ■n 
Liceii'-es  iv8|>eotively,  not  being  part  of  the  lands  or  territories  heretttfi-re 
gTsnIed  to  the  Governor  and  Comikany  of  Adventurers  of  England  (nil- 
ing  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  not  l>eing  part  of  any  of  our  prorinces  in  North 
America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belongii^;  to  tl)e  I'nited  StatM  "f 
America,  and  that  »11  snch  Omnts  and  Licensee  should  be  good,  valid  and 
efiectunl,  for  the  puqxixe  uf  securing  to  all  such  bodies  corjjorate.  or  ciu- 
pantes,  or  persoiui.  the  sule  and  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  »ilh  ibr 
Indiana,  in  all  ituch  \inne  of  North  America  (except  as  thereinafter  ti- 
ceptnl)  Hs  should  In-  specitieil  in  such  Orarits  or  Licenses,  anything  om- 
tainnl  in  any  Act  or  Acts  of  PHrlinnter  t.  or  any  law  to  the  contrary  wit- 
wit  hst  and  ing  :  and  it  was  in  the  snid  Act  further  emtcted,  that  no  mkI 
Grant  or  License  made  or  given  l>y  uk.  our  heirv  or  succeKsors,  of  any  &ach 
exclusive  privileijes  uf  trading  with  the  IndiHlis  in  such  parrs  of  Ni'rth 
America  as  aforesaid  should  l>e  made  or  given  for  any  longer  [leriod  thao 
21  years,  iiml  that  no  rent  should  lie  reqiiireil  or  demanded  for  or  in  iv- 
apect  of  any  such  Grant  or  License,  or  any  privileges  given  i  hereby,  uudw 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Act.  fitr  the  first  period  of  21  years  :  and  it  «u 
further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  aaid  Act,  tbt 
Governor  mill  Company  of  .adventurers  of  Engltnd  trailing  to  {Judx-oi 
Bay,  and  every  body  coqMimtc  and  coni)iany  and  person,  to  wboui  ever; 
such  Gmnt  or  License  KhouKl  be  made  or  given  as  aforesaid,  shituld  tf- 
sjtectively  keep  accurate  registers  of  all  iiarties  in  their  employ,  in  uiy 
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(lartH  of  North  America,  and  should  once  in  each  year  return  to  our  Prin- 
cif>al  Secretaries  of  State  accurate  duplicates  of  such  registers,  and  should 
also  enter  into  such  security  as  should  be  re<|uired  by  us  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  all  criminal  processes,  and  of  any  civil  process  in  any  suit  where 
the  matter  in  dispute  should  exceed  200/.,  and  as  well  within  the  terri- 
tories included  in  any  such  grant  as  within  those  granted  by  Charter 
to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to 
Hudson's  Bay,  and  for  the  producing  and  delivery  into  safe  custody,  for 
the  purpose  of  trial,  all  persons  in  their  employ,  or  acting  under  their 
authority,  who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence,  and  also  for 
the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  all  such  rules,  re^j^ulations  and  stipula- 
tions as  should  be  contained  in  any  such  Grant  or  License,  either  for 
gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the  sale  or  distribution 
of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  moral  and  re- 
ligious iniprovement ;  or  for  any  other  object  which  we  might  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  have  been 
hitherto  found  to  exist  :  And  whereas  it  was  also  in  the  said  Act  recited, 
that  by  a  Convention  entered  into  between  his  late  iVIajesty  and  the 
Ignited  States  of  America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreeil  that  every  coun- 
try on  the  North-West  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony 
Mountains  should  l)e  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
powers  for  the  term  of  ten  yeai's  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  that 
Convention  ;  and  it  wjis  therefore  enacted,  that  notlung  in  the  said  Act 
contained  should  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  any  body  cor]>orate, 
company  or  person,  to  whom  his  Majesty  might,  under  the  provisicms  of 
the  siiid  Act,  make  or  grjint,  <»r  give  a  license  of  exclusive  trade  with  the 
Indians,  in  such  part*  of  North  America  as  jifores^iid,  to  claim  or  exercise 
any  such  exclusive  tr.ide  within  the  limits  specified  in  the  wiid  article,  to 
the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  Tnited  Suites  of  America 
who  might  l)e  engaged  in  the  same  trade  :  Provided  always  tliat  no 
British  subject  should  trade  with  the  Imlians  within  such  limits  without 
such  Grant  or  License  as  was  by  the  said  Act  required. 

And  whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  Eng- 
land, tra<ling  into  Hudson's  Bfiy,  and  certain  Associations  of  persons 
trading  under  the  name  of  the  '*  North-west  Coni]>any  of  Montreal.*'  ha\e 
respectively  extended  the  fur  tnn^e  over  man}*  parts  of  North  America 
which  had  not  been  before  explored  :  An<l  whereas  the  competition  in  the 
said  tRwle  has  been  found  for  some  years  jmst  to  be  productive  of  great 
inconvenience  and  loss,  not  only  to  the  said  Com|Miny  and  Associations, 
but  t<i  the  said  trade  in  general,  and  also  of  great  injury  to  the  native 
Indians,  and  of  other  persons  (mr  subjects  :  And  whereas  the  said  fSov- 
ernor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  William  M'Gillivray,  of  Montreal,  in    the    province   of  Lower 
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CruuiU,  «Bquti«,  tjiuuiu  U'Oillivny.  of  8uif<ilk  Une,  in  the  Gtf  at  Imi- 
don,  morohMit,  nnij  Edwsitl  Bllice,  iif  Spring  Gardeiu,  in  ,tJia  ouun^  of 
Middleiei.  «»iuire,  have  rejiresented  tr>  us,  lh«t  tliey  have  enttnd  ti 
nn  agreement  nn  the  S6th  dny  of  Harcb  liwt,  fnr  putting  an  ood  to  tW 
•Hid  competiiioD.  and  currying  on  the  sAid  tnide  for  21  yean,MaiBWi 
witli  the  outfit  of  1821,  And  ending  with  the  retuma  of  18*1,  tobaM 
on  ill  the  name  ui  the  said  Govenwir  and  Conipuiy  exduMvelj. 

Aiul  wherana  the  said  Governor  and  Oompnny,  and  WilUam  ICOillim^, 
Simon  H'Oillivray  and  Edward  Ellioe.  have  humblj  l>««xigtit  iHtDH 
a  grant,  and  give  our  Royal  lioeniie  to  them  jointly,  »f  and  tot  Ikl 
exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  lodruu  in  North  AnMriOK,  valv  . 
the  restriotiona  and  ui>un  the  term*  and  cunditions  specified  in  the 
recit«d  Act :  Now  know  ye,  that  we  heing  dcairons  of  encouraging  the  adl 
trade  and  remedying  the  evib  which  have  arisen  fium  the  oompei 
which  hns  heretofore  existed  therein,  do  grant  and  give  our  Royal  LiectM,  '\ 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  our  princi]Ml  Seeretariea  of  Stata^  U 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  WiUiani  M'GiUivray,  Simon  VQiBh 
vwyaiid  Edward  Elliee,  for  tlie  csclnxive  privilege  of  trading  »itli  th« 
Indium  in  all  Huch  p^rts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  and  tti« 
weHtnrard  of  the  lands  ami  territories  lielongiiig  to  the  United  States  nf 
America  as  shall  not  form  part  of  any  of  our  provinces  in  North  Amerioi, 
or  of  iiiiv  lands  or  territories  lieloiiging  to  Che  said  United  StAt«s  r>f  Staa- 
ica,  or  to  any  Euro|)ean  Government,  state  or  power  ;  anil  we  do  bythei* 
lireaents,  give,  gr.inC  nnd  itecure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Coni]ianj,  and 
William  M'Gilhvray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  tMward  Elliee,  jointly,  ik 
stile  anil  excluNive  privileifB,  for  the  full  |>ariod  of  21  years  from  the  dnW 
of  this  our  grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  Nnrth 
America  as  aforesai<l  (except  an  tlirreinafter  excepted)  ;  anil  we  do  hen^hj 
declare  that  no  rent  slinll  be  reijuirod  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  "I 
this  our  Grant  aiul  LiceUHu,  or  any  priiileges  given  thereby,  for  the  uid 
^leriod  of  ^l  yoars^  hut  that  the  said  Governor  and  Coin|)any  nnd  tlieaniil 
Williani  M'Gillivray.  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Elliee  shall,  duripg 
the  ]ierii>d  of  thin  our  (!rant  and  License,  keep  accurate  registers  of  all 
persons  in  their  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  shall  once  is 
each  year  return  to  our  Secretary  cif  State  accurate  duplicates  of  lucb 
registers,  anil  shall  also  enter  int"  and  give  security  to  us.  our  heirs  ami 
succeHSors,  in  the  penal  sum  of  S.tHKW.  fi>r  ensuring,  as  far  as  in  thrm 
may  lie,  the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  processes,  »nd  of  any  civil  pro- 
cess ill  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  200'.  hy  the 
iifticcrs  anil  jiersooK  legally  eiiiKiwereil  to  execute  «uch  processes  within 
all  the  territiiriea  included  in  this  our  grant,  and  for  the  producing  nnd 
delivering  into  safe  custody,  for  the  purposes  of  trial,  any  |>erbons  in  (heir 
employ,  or  acting  under  thuir  author.ty  witliin  the  said  territories,  wlw 
may  he  clmtged  with  any  criminal  ulTtince. 
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And  wo  do  also 'here  by  re<iuire,  that  tlie  wiid  (Joverncir  and  Company, 
and  William  M*(»illivn\y,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  shall,  as 
Hoon  as  the  same  can  be  conveniently  dcme,  make  and  submit  for  our  con- 
sideration and  approval  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management 
and  carrying  on  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  may  »pj)ear  to  us  to  be  effec- 
tual for  gradually  diminishing  or  ultimately  preventing  the  Fale  or  distri- 
bution of  spirituous  licjuors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting  their  moral 
and  religious  improvement. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  nothing  in  this  our  grant  cont^iined 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  the  said  Govern<ir  »nd  Com- 
{Niny,  or  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or 
any  jHjrson  in  iheir  employ,  to  claim  or  exercise  nny  trade  with  the 
Indians  on  the  North- West  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the 
Stony  Mountains,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  same  tnide  : 
Prr>vided  always  that  no  f^ritish  subjects  other  than  and  except  the  said 
Governor  and  Com|)any,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'- 
Gillivray and  Edward  Ellice,  and  the  persons  authorised  to  carry  on  ex- 
clusive trade  by  them  on  Grant,  shall  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
limitA  during  the  fieriod  of  this  our  Grant. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Carltoii-house, 
the  6th  day  of  December,  1821,  in 
the  second  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  command. 

(L.  S  )        BATHUHST. 


No.  3. 

Crown   Grant  to  tue    Huikson's   Bay    Co.MrANv  of  the    excu.sivb 
Traiik  with  the  Indians  in  certain   parts  of  North  America, 

FOR    A    FIRTHER   TERM    OF   TwENTV-ONE    YeAHS,    AND    UPON    THE  SlR- 
RENDER   OF   A    FORMER   GraNT. 

Victoria  R. 

(l.  s  )  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  I'nited  Kingdom 

of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Qieev,  Defender  of 
the  Faith. 

To  cdl  to  ichoin  th*ne  Pvesenfn  »hull  comet  <JREETiNo  : 

Whereas,  by  an  Act  ])aj<sc<1  in  the  Session  of  Parliament  holden  in  the 
tirit  and  second  years  of  the   reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the 
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Foarih,  tnlxafld '' An  Aot  for  ngokti^ 

•  rrimiiMa  andCiTil  Jorttdiotioii  within  ewUin  puts  of  Hoctk  AmrnkkT 
it  WM  ftiDOQgiit  other  thiagB,  envted,  that  fkom  and  after  tha  peng|g«f 
the  Mid  Aet»  it  should  ba  lawlial  to  His  aud  Majaalj,  hk  hoiia'trM- 
oearMTs,  to  maka  Qfanta,  cnr  giva  his  or  tiieir  Bojal  Tioanaa,  mdir  the 
hand  and  seal  of  ooa  of  his  or  their  prinoipalSaciatariaa  of  Slate,  to  aqr 
bodyoorpomtaorCkMiqiaBy,  or  person  orpersons^  of  or  for  tiia  anebiit 
pririlege  of  trading  irith  the  Indians  in  all  aueh  parte  of  North  Kmmm 
as  >  hottkl  be  speoifiad  in  ai^  such  Grants  or  Licenaes  respectiveltf  ,  npt 
being  part  of  the  lands  and  territonea  theretofore  granted  to  the  Oom^ 
nor  and  Company  of  AdTentoren  of  Sn^tand.  tiading  to  Hudson's  Biy. 
and  not  bdn^r  part  of  any  of  onr  pcorinees  in  North  Aneiiea,  or  of  sqr 
lands  or  territoKMa  betoi^giiig  to  the  United  States  of  Ametiea,  snd^ 
all  such  Grsntsand  Lieenaes  sboiiki  be  good,  valid  and  efieetnal  for  tb 
porpoae  of  securing  to  all  sadi  bodies  oorporste,  or  oiinipaiiiea^  or  penm^ 
l^e  sole  and  exdnaiTe  privilege  of  truding  witik  the  Indiana  in  all  wbA 
parts  of  North  Amorica  (exo^  as  tiiersinafter  excepted)  aa  shoaUbt 
specified  in  such  Grants  or  Lieensea.  anything  contained  in  any  Act  of  JUli 
of  Parliament,  or  any  Liw  to  the  contrary  ncit  withstanding  ;  and  it  vm 
further  enacted,  that  no  such  Crant  or  LiceuRe  made  <»r  <;iven  by  His  said 
Majesty,  hi^  heirs  or  successorH,  of  any  such  exclusive  privileges  of  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  in  such  jiartfi  of  North  America  as  aforesaid,  should 
be  made  or  given  for  any  longer  [)eriod  than  21  years,  and  that  no  rent 
should  be  reijuired  or  demanded  for  or  in  respett  of  any  such  Grant  <t 
License,  or  any  such  privileges  given  thereby  under  the  provisiims  of  the 
said  Act  for  the  first  ])eriod  of  21  years  ;  and  it  was  further  ensct€<^, 
that  from  and  after  the  |  assing  of  the  said  Act,  the  Governor  aud 
Company  of  Adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay.  and  every  body  cor- 
jH)rHte.  and  comjmny,  and  perstm  ix)  whom  any  such  Grant  or  Liceuse 
should  be  made  or  given  a«  aforesaid,  should  respectively  keep  accurate  re- 
gisters of  all  persons  in  their  employ  in  any  |)arts  of  North  America,  and 
should  once  in  each  year  return  to  the  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  accur- 
ate du{)licates  of  such  registers,  and  should  also  enter  into  such  security  u 
should  be  recjuired  for  the  due  execution  of  all  |-roces8es  criminal  and  ii>il 
as  well  within  the  territoiies  included  within  any  such  Grants,  as  within 
those  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of 
England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay.  an<l  for  the  producing  or  deliveriiis(  in- 
to safe  custody,  for  the  purpose  of  t«  ial,  all  j)ersons  in  their  employ  or  act- 
ing under  their  authority,  who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  oflFence. 
and  also  for  the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  all  such  rules,  regulation* 
and  stipulations  as  should  bo  containeil  in  any  such  Grant  or  License, 
either  for  gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the  sale  or  distri- 
bution of  spirituous  litpiors  to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  moral 
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,nd  religious  improvement,  or  for  any  other  object  which  might  be  deem- 
•d  necessary  for  the  remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  had 
litherto  been  found  to  exist  ;  and  where  as  it  was  iu  the  said  Act  recited 
hat  by  a  convention  entered  into  between  his  said  late  Majesty  and  the 
/nite<l  States  of  America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed,  that  every 
jountry  on  the  North-West  Coasts  of  America  to  the  wc-stward  of  the 
Stony  Mountains  should  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects 
>f  the  two  powers  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  da*e  of  the 
signature  of  that  convention  ;  and  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  noth- 
off  in  the  said  Act  contained  should  be  deemed  or  ctmstrued  to  authorise 
iny  body  cor|K)rate,  company  or  person  to  whom  his  said  Majesty  might, 
inder  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  make  or  grant  or  give  a  license  of  ex- 
ixclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid 
:o  claim  or  exercise  any  such  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  specified  in 
;he  said  article,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  said 
L'nited  States  of  America  who  might  l>e  engaged  in  the  said  trade  ;  with  a 
iroviso,  that  no  British  subject  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
imits  without  such  (irant  or  License  as  was  by  the  said  Act  required  : 

And  wliereas  by  an  instrument  under  the  liand  and  seal  of  the  Right 
Honorable  EiH  Bathurst,  then  one  of  his  said  late  Majesty's  Sec- 
ret*iries  of  State,  and  dated  the  Hth  day  of  December,  1821,  after  re- 
citing therein,  as  or  to  tlie  eftect  aforesaid,  and  also  reciting  that 
the  Hfiid  Oovemor  aod  Company  of  adventurers  of  England  trading 
to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  certain  Associations  of  [>ersons  trading  under  the 
name  <>f  **The  North- West  Company  of  Montreal,"  had  resj)ectively  ex- 
lende  I  the  fur  trade  over  many  ijarts  of  North  America  which  had  not 
been  Wfore  explored,  and  that  the  competition  in  the  said  trade  had  been 
found,  for  some  years  then  past,  to  be  productive  of  great  inconvenence 
and  loss,  not  only  to  tlie  said  Company  and  Associntions,  but  to  the  said 
trade  in  general,  and  also  of  great  injuiy  to  the  native  Indians,  and  of 
other  persons,  his  said  Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  that  the  said  Governor 
Mid  Company  of  Adventurers  ti*ading  to  Hudson's  Bay  ;  and  William  Mc- 
Gilli\ray,  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  ewpiire  ;  Simon 
McOillivray,  of  Suffolk  Lme.  in  the  city  of  London  merchant  ;  and  Ed- 
ward Ellice,  of  Spring  Gardens,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  es<piire  ;  had 
represented  to  his  said  Majesty  that  they  had  entered  into  an  agreement, 
on  the  '2'Jth  day  of  March  last,  for  putting  an  end  to  tlie  sjiid  competition, 
and  carrying  on  the  said  trade  for  21  years,  c(»nimencing  with  the  outtit 
of  1821,  an<l  ending  with  the  returns  of  the  outtit  of  1841,  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  name  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  exclusively,  and  that 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  McCiillivray,  Simon  Mc- 
Oillivray, and  Edward  Ellice,  had  humbly  Wsought  his  said  late  Majesty 
to  make  a  grant,  and  give  his  Uoyal  License  to  them  jointly  of  and  for  the 
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ezeionw  priv3l|B  of  fanding  villi  the  Indi«i8  in  Hoftfa  AsMtick,  tm^ 
the  rartrietiaaa,  and  upon  tfaa  tacim  and  oondinofM  ^Mcifiad  in  the  mi 
rechod  Act ;  hii  wd  Imta  Mkjanlj,  being  danrona  of  Mteoimgiiig  ths  m1 
Itade,  and  iiaanljim  th«  evila  whidi  had  arisen  frmn  the  eompetitka 
which  had  thanCcfwe  «ziated  tberan,  did  gjvo  and  gi«nt  hk  Boyal  U- 
«aBM,  nndw  the  huid  and  mU  of  a«M  of  kn  prinoipBl  S«««tMiM  of  Sbtc, 
to  the  nad  Govcroor  and  Coniianr,  aad  William  IfoOilKmr,  SiwM  Me- 
Giilivi»r,  and  Bd«Mtd  mice.  Car  the  exchniTe  privilaga  of  ttading  iM 
the  Indiana  in  all  anch  parte  of  North  Amwica  to  tfae  northward  ad  to 
the  weatwaid  of  the  aaid  landa  and  twritMiea  bdonging  to  the  Unital 
Stataa  -eg  America,  aa  ahooU  not  f(»m  part  of  any  (rf  hit  aaid  Majitj'i 
Pmrinoea  in  North  Amctioft,  or  of  any  landa  or  tonitoriea  lialiMmiiig  In 
the  aaid  Iteitad  State*  cf  Amoiea,  or  to  any  European  Govemnieot,  aMe 
or  pow«r ;  and  hia  said  Ute  Ibjealy  did  alao  fp.va,  and  grant,  and  Mcwe 
to  the  aaid  Goirecmv  and  Campaoj,  and  William  McGiUivray,  Smcm  Ife- 
GilliTny,  and  Kdward  EUice,  the  eole  and  excImiTe  privilege,  for  the  Ml 
period  of  81  yeara  from  the  date  of  that  grant,  of  trading  with  the  la- 
ilism  in  all  mch  parts  nf  North  America  as  aforeeaid  (except  ae  tbeniit- 
nfler  i-^ci.'|>t«l).  sud  did  tliercby  declsrc  that  no  rent  should  be  r«v|uiredi« 
deiiiAiide<l  fur,  or  in  res)*ct  of  that  gTAitt  and  License,  or  any  priTilej» 
given  ihureliy  for  the  said  [leriiid  of  21  yeatrs,  but  tli»t  the  said  fiovenhf 
and  I'unijiany  "f  Ailventnrtrs  trading  to  Hudson 's  Bay,  and  the  said  Wil- 
liam MiKiiilivray.  Simon  SIcGillivriiy,  and  Edward  EUict',  sliuuld  duriiu 
tlie  i>eri<id  of  that  gtaiit  and  License,  keep  accurate  registers  <>f  all  ptt- 
giins  ill  their  employ  in  any  i>atta  of  North  Americs,  and  should  odw  in 
tvu'h  year  return  t«  his  said  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  accurate  dupli- 
cates iif  such  tvgisters.  and  enter  into  and  give  security  tu  his  said  Mi- 
jesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  thopenal  auui  of  S.OOOJ.  for  ensuring  u 
far  as  in  tlieiii  iniylit  lay,  or  aa  they  could  by  their  authority  over  the  ser- 
vants and  i>ersons  in  their  etiiploj.  the  due  execution  »f  all  criiuinsl  pn>- 
cesses,  and  of  every  cit  il  process  in  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  dispnle 
shall  exceed  ^flMV,  Ijy  the  officers  and  |>ers.'ni  l^ally  empowered  Ui  eif- 
cote  such  jirivesses  within  all  the  territories  included  in  that  grant,  and 
for  the  priHiucing  or  delivering  into  custody  for  pur|Hisvs  of  trial  all  jwr- 
Kons  ill  their  employ,  or  aeting  under  their  authority  within  the  nid  teni- 
tories,  who  should  lie  dialled  with  any  criminal  offence  ;  and  ha  nii 
Majesty  did  therehy  reijiiire  that  the  said  Oovemor  at>d  Company,  and 
William  M'<<illivray.  Siinou  M't-itlivray  and  Edward  Ellicc,  should  u 
soon  as  the  same  could  lie  conveniently  dotie,  make  and  submit  for  hi) 
said  Majesty's  consideration  and  appnival.  such  rules  and  regulatitos  i« 
the  management  anil  carryiug  on  of  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indiani. 
and  the  conduct  iif  the  [lersiins  employed  by  them  therein,  as  might  ^i- 
pear  to  his  said  M^ijeaty  to  be  effectual  for  diminishing  or  preveotiag  the 
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r  distribution  of  spirituous  licjuors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting 
moral  and  religious  improvement  ;  and  his  said  Majesty  did  thereby 
re,  tliat  nothing  in  that  s^rant  contained,  should  be  deemed  or  con- 
1  to  authorize  the  said  Governor  and  CcmijMiny,  and  William  M'Gilli- 
Sim<m  M'Oillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or  any  persons  in  their  employ 
im  or  exercise  any  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  North-West  coast 
iierica  to  the  westward  of  the  Stcmy  Mountjiins,  to  the  prejudice  or 
sion  of  any  citizens  of  the  Tnited  States  of  America  who  might  be 
jed  in  the  said  trade  ;  and  providing  also  by  the  now  reciting  grant, 
no  Hritiah  subjects,  other  than  and  except  the  said  Governor  and 
mny,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Ed- 

EUice,  and  the  persons  authorized  to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by 

on  grant,  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  during 
)eri<Kl  of  that  grant ;  and  whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
ac<{uired  to  themselves  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  th  -  8;iid  William 
llivray,  Simcm  M'Gillivniy  and  Edward  Ellice,  under  the  said  recited 
,  and  the  Siiid  Governor  and  Ccmipany  having  humbly  besought  us 
:ept  a  surrender  of  the  said  grant,  and  in  consideration  thereof  to 

a  grant  to  them,  and  give  to  them  our  Royal  License  and  authority 
d  for  the  like  exclusive  privilege  of  tniding  with  the  Indians  in  North 
rica,  for  the  like  period  and  upon  similar  terms  and  conditions  to 
!  specified  and  referred  t**  in  the  said  recited  grant  :  Now  know  ye, 
in  consideration  of  the  surrender  made  to  us  of  the  wiid  recited  gi'ant, 
being  desirous  of  encouraging  the  said  trade,  and  of  preventing  as 
I  as  jMjRsible  a  recurrence  <»f  the  evils  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  the 
recited  grant :  as  also  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rents  hereinafter 
ved  t<»  us,  we  <lo  hereby  grant  and  give  our  License,  under  the  hand 
ieal  of  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  (iovemor 
Com])any,  and  tlieir  successors,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading 

the  Indians  in  all  such  jiarts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  and 
e  westward  of  the  lands  and  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States 
iiierica,  as  shall  not  form  part  of  any  of  our  provinces  in  North  Ame- 
or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  saii  United  States  of 
rica  or  to  any  European  govennnent,  state  or  power,  but  subject  never- 
;ss  as  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  And  we  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant 
secure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  the 
and  exclusive  privilege,  for  the  full  period  of  21  years  from  the 
of  this  our  grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  {tarts  of  North 
rica  as  afores;iid.  (except  as  hereinafter  mentioned):  And  we  do  here- 
Bclare,  that  no  rent  shall  be  reijuired  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of 
our  grant  and  License,  or  any  jjrivileges  given  thereby,  for  the  first 

years  of  the  said  term  of  21  years  ;  and  we  do  hereby  reserve  to 
elves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  lemainder  of  the  said  term  of 
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exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  North  America,  umler 
the  restrictions,  and  U|K)n  the  tenns  and  c<»nditions  8{>ecified  in  the  said 
recited  Act ;  his  said  late  Majesty,  being  desirous  of  encouraging  the  said 
trade,  and  remedying  the  evils  which  had  arisen  fnun  the  comjietitiun 
which  had  theretofore  existed  therein,  did  give  and  grant  his  Royal  li- 
cense, under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  his  princi|)al  Secretaries  of  Stiite, 
to  the  said  Goveninr  and  CVnuiwiny,  and  William  McGillivr^y,  Simou  Mc- 
(iillivray,  and  Edward  Ellice,  for  the  exclusive  privile;^e  i»f  trading  with 
the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  Nort,h  America  to  the  northward  and  t«» 
the  westward  of  the  wiid  lands  and  territories  belonging  to  the  Tniteil 
States  of  America,  as  should  not  form  part  of  any  of  his  said  Majesty  * 
Provinces  in  North  America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to 
the  said  United  States  of  Ameriai,  or  to  any  Kuro]>ean  Government,  state 
or  jH>wer ;  and  his  sjiid  late  Majesty  did  also  give,  and  grant,  and  secure 
to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  McGilIi\ray,  Simon  Mc- 
Gillivray,  and  Edward  Ellice,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege,  for  the  full 
j>eri<Hl  of  21  years  from  the  date  of  that  grant,  of  tniding  with  the  In- 
diaus  ill  all  such  parts  nf  North  America  as  aforesaid  (except  as  thcrcii!- 
aftei-  excepted),  and  did  thereby  declare  that  no  rent  sh<»iild  Ik-  re^piirnl-T 
demanded  f<»r,  or  in  res|»ect  of  that  grant  and  License,  or  any  privilfi:t'> 
«'iven  therehv  f<>r  the  sail  !»eri«»<l  nf  *J1  veais,  l>ut  that  the  »:iu\  <iM\tTi!  -i 
and  Cnnipany  of  Adventurers  tradini^to  Hu<lson*s  Bay,  nnd  the  s.iid  Wi! 
liani  Mc( 'illivray.  Simon  McGillivray,  and  Edward  Ellice,  should  «lnrii;^ 
the  period  of  tliat  grant  and  Lici'nse,  keep  accurate  rei^isters  of  all  {tr- 
sons  in  their  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  should  oncv  ;:. 
each  vear  ret  mil  to  lii^  said  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  accurate  «luji!:- 
cates  uf  such  registers,  and  enter  into  and  give  security  to  his  s;ud  Mv 
jesty,  his  heirs  and  success* irs,  in  the  ])enal  sum  of  5,(K)<>/.  for  ensurini:  ».< 
far  as  in  tliem  miulit  lay,  or  as  they  could  hy  their  authority  »»ver  the  -^r 
vants  and  [terst»ns  in  their  emi)loy,  the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  pr - 
cessis.  and  of  every  civil  process  in  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  disj.uri 
shall  exceed  *J<M>/,  l)y  the  otticers  and  persons  legally  empowered  to  tXt- 
cute  such  ]>rocesses  witliin  all  the  territories  included  in  that  grant,  .iiii 
ft>r  the  i)roducinL'  <'r  delivering  into  custody  for  jiurpost's  of  trial  all  {ktI 
sons  in  their  inijdoy,  or  acting  under  their  authority  within  the  s;iid  tern 
tories,  who  shouM  he  cliarged  with  any  criminal  offence  ;  and  his  sim 
Majesty  did  therehy  re<(uire  that  the  siiid  (Governor  and  Compiiny,  Mid 
William  M'(iillivray.  Simon  M'Uillivray  and  Edwanl  Kllice,  should  ns 
so  »n  as  the  sjime  could  he  conveiiifiitly  done,  make  and  submit  for  his 
said  Majesty's  con>id»iation  and  approval,  such  rules  and  regu'ations  f<'r 
the  management  and  carryiuy  on  of  the  said  fur  tratle  with  the  Indians, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed  hy  them  therein,  as  might  ap- 
pear to  his  said  Majesty  to  ])e  etl'ectual  f«»r  diminishing  or  preveutiiii:  tht 
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sale  or  distribution  of  s{)irituou8  lic^uors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting 
theii'  moral  and  reli^ioun  improvement  ;  and  his  said  Majesty  did  thereby 
declare,  that  nothing  in  that  s^rant  conUiined,  Hhould  be  deemed  or  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  said  Governor  and  ConnMiny,  and  William  M'Gilli- 
vray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or  any  persons  in  their  employ 
to  claim  or  exercise  any  trade  with  the   Indians  on  the  North- West  coast 
of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Sttmy  Mountains,  to  the  prejudice  or 
exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  who  might  be 
engaged  in  the  said  trade  ;  and  providing  also  by  the  now  reciting  grant, 
that  no  British  subjects,  other  than  and  except  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  E»l- 
ward  Ellice,  and  the  persons  authorized  to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by 
them  on  grant,  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  during 
the  i)eriod  of  that  grant ;  and  whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
have  acquired  to  themselves  all  the  rights  and  interestKof  th  *  said  William 
M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  under  the  8«iid  recited 
grant,  and  the  said  Governor  and  C<mipany  having  humbly  besought  uh 
to  }u:cept  a  surrender  of  the  said  grant,  and  in  consideration  thereof  to 
make  a  grant  to  them,  and  give  to  them  our  Royal  License  and  authority 
of  and  for  the  like  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  North 
America,  for  the  like  period  and  uptm  similar  terms  and  conditions  to 
those  specified  and  referred  to  in  the  said  recited  grant  :  Now  know  ye, 
that  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  made  t*)  us  of  the  sivid  recited  gi*ant, 
and  lieing  desirous  of  encouraging  the  said  trade,  and  of  preventing  as 
much  as  |>ossible  a  recurrence  c»f  the  evils  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  the 
said  recited  gnint :  as  also  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rents  hereinafter 
reseri'ed  to  us,  we  do  hereby  grant  and  give  our  License,  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  successors,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading 
with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  and 
to  the  westward  of  the  hinds  and  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  as  shall  not  form  part  of  any  of  our  provinces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  sail  United  States  of 
America  or  to  any  European  government,  state  or  power,  but  subject  never- 
theless as  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  And  we  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant 
and  secure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  the 
sole  and  exclusive  privilege,    for   the   full    period   of  21  years  from  the 
date  of  this  our  grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  ]mrts  of  North 
America  as  aforesaid,  (except  as  hereinafter  menti(med):  And  we  <lo  here- 
by declare,  that  no  rent  shall  be  required  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of 
this  our  grant  and  License,  or  any  privileges  given  thereby,  for  the  first 
four  years  of  the  wiid  term  of  21  years  ;  and  we  do  hereby  reserve  to 
ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  term  of 


21  TMn.  t>M  jmxijuiat  or  mm  of  8^  to  1m  paid  hj  the  muiOartam 
and  OampMiy,  or  tbor  niocMMwa,  <»  th*  flnt  <k7  of  Jnaa  ui  «my  jiB, 
into  OUT  RzdMquH,  on  tb«  aoeoaiit  of  im,  oar  hun  and  maewaon ;  Ml 
VG  do  hereby  dookto,  that  the  «ud  Qowmnat  and  Oonpaar,  a»d  tUr 
■iinnninni,  •h>U  during  the  pmiod  of  thia  oar  grant  and  Ueanaa.  kMp 
aeoantc  ngirtrri  of  all  pttaona  in  thair  ampkqr  ia  way  porta  of  HwA 
AvMMa,  Mid  ahaO  onoa  in  aaicA  yaar  ratmn  to  our  Samtair  of  8k* 
aoaonte  dnplioatea  of  auch  r«giat«a  ;  and  ahall  >1k>  antcc  into  and  ^ 
aeeority  to  na,  oar  heira  and  suooeaaoiB,  in  th«  panal  aHm  of  6,0001, 1m 
•nauiiiv,  aa  far  aa  in  Uwm  m^r  lio,  or  aa  tfa^  an  faj  thair  aulhiailf 
ow  tho  aorranta  and  patauiB  in  their  enploj,  tha  doe  ezecotioB  of  J 
erimiael  and  drfl  piweeaea  iy  the  offioara  and  peraona  lewdly  enpoMCil 
to  ezecnta  audi  pmoeaMa  within  all  the  tanitoriea  indodod  in  tlii«ar 
grant,  and  for  the  fwodacug  or  d^rering  into  onatody  for  the  pwpaM 
of  trial  all  perwoa  in  their  emploj  or  acting  onder  thnr  antbacitr  wittm 
the  aaid  tenitoriea  who  ahall  be  ohatged  with  mij  eriuinal  nfenee  ;  md 
we  do  alao  hereto  nqnire,  that  the  aaid  Ooremor  and  Conptmj,  mi 
their  niocemora,  shall,  aa  eoon  aa  the  mam  can  be  oiHiveDientlj  doai. 
iiinke  iiiii]  Bubiiiit  for  our  oDnaiderHtiun  uid  ap[)ruviil  bucIi  rules  and  n^ 
litlii>li!<  for  ihe  iiiHiii^uiu^llt  and  carrying  on  (he  said  fur  tnvle  vitli  thr 
Intluiiis,  aiiiJ  tilt!  conduct  of  the  (lerwiiiK  employed  by  thvm  then-in.  h 
iu»y  n)>|>eHr  to  ui  to  lie  effectuitl  for  ilmiiniiihing  or  prerentiti^  (he  »ile  '■ 
diatriliutinii  of  spirituous  lii|uura  (o  the  Indinna,  Mid  for  prunioiinj;  thru 
iiii'ral  Hiiil  relii,'iuus  iiiipniveinent  :  But  ire  du  hereby  declnre,  that  it-ti- 
iii^  ill  this  ourgrdnt  iviitaineil  shnll  Iw  diwuied  or  cotistrued  to  anthonK 
the  Mid  <ioveriiijr  i*od  Cmuiiaiiy,  or  their  succensorH.  i>r  any  peTsuoi  ii 
their  employ,  tu  chiilil  »r  exercise  any  trade  with  the  Indian*  tt  tk 
North-West  const  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stimy  Moantum  iv 
the  prejmlice  or  eli-lusioii  of  any  of  the  subjectK  of  any  foreign  statM. 
who  under  or  l\v  foree  irf  any  convention  for  the  time  being  lietwnil  ■ 
and  siu-Ii  foreigd  stati's  res|iectively,  may  be  entitled  t.,  and  t%hall  W  «■ 
gagtHl  in  tilt'  Hnid  tnule  :  Provided  nevertheless,  aiid  we  di^  bMTi; 
declare  our  pleasurv  t  ■  In-,  that  nothing  herein  contAincd  shall  elteod  * 
bo  coiistrueil  to  prevent  the  establishment  by  us,  our  heirs  cr  imcvnHti, 
williiu  the  tt-rritoriea  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  <>>K>ny  iir  ni)t«i(*, 
]ir>iviiiii-  or  provinces,  or  for  tiinexing  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  terrilios 
to  any  exintiiiy  o-'ouy  or  colonies  to  us  ia  rij;ht  of  our  Ituperia]  Cri-n. 
beloniiinir.  or  for  consiitniini;  sny  such  (■■rni  of  civil  government  a*  Io» 
-may  Ml' m  meet  wiiliin  ;iiiy  such  colony  or  ailuuivK,  {inivince  >«  yf- 
vinces  :  And  wo  do  lien-by  nv^-rve  to  us,  our  heirs  and  auc«e»».vs.  f^ 
|"iwer  iind  authority  to  ri'Vi'ke  ihesi-  presents,  or  any  jiart  ibeiva.^.  ai»  ' 
far  :i3  the  j*iiie  iii^v  imbrue-  or  esltn.I  to  any  of  the  t*:nitonBa  aiimmi, 
which  nuiy  hen-nfter  U'  coiii]irised  within  any  ctdony  or  ooli>uieA,  |a\.TiaM 
or  jirirtiiices  as  aforestiil  : 
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It  being  nevertheless  hereby  declared,  that  no  British  subjects  other 
than  and  except  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors, 
and  the  persons  authorized  to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by  them,  shall 
trade  with  the  Indians  during  the  period  of  this  our  grant  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  or  within  that  part  thereof  which  shall  not  be  comprised 
within  any  such  colony  or  province  as  aforesaid. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace, 
aOth  day  of  May,  1838. 

By  Her  Majesty's  Command, 

(L.  s.)  (Signed)    GLENELG. 


No.  4. 
Comii8sioN  Appointing  Hon.    Wm.   McDougall  Lieutknant-Goveb- 

NOB   OF  THE   N0ETH-We8T   TeBRITOKIES,    CaNADA. 

John  Young. 

Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the 

Faith,  Ac, 

To  the  Honorable  William  McDougall,  of  the  City  of  Ottawa,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  in  Our  Dominion  of  Canada,  Member  of  Our 
Privy  Council  for  Catiada,  and  Companion  of  Our  Most  Honorable 
Order  of  the  Bath,— Gkeeting  : 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada*  made  and  pa«ied  in 
the  Session  held  in  the  thirty-second  and  thirty-third  years  of  Our  reign, 
and  Intituled  : 

**  An  Act  for  the  Temporary  Government  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the 
North- West  Territory  when  united  with  Canada.''  After  reciting  that  it 
is  probable  that  We,  pursuant  to  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867, 
may  be  pleased  to  adm<t  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- West  Territory 
into  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Canada  before  the  then  next  session  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament,  and  further  reciting  that  it  is  exi>edient  to  pre- 
pare for  the  transfer  of  the  said  Territories  from  the  Local  Territories  to 
the  Government  of  Canada  at  the  time  which  may  be  appointed  by  Us  for 
such  admission,  and  to  make  some  tem{)orary  provision  for  the  civil  gov- 
ernment of  such  Territories  until  more  i>erma«.ent  arrangements  can  be 
made  by  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Canada.  It  is  by  the  said 
Act  now  in  recital  in  effect  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Our  Gover- 
nor, by  any  order  or  orders  to  be  by  him  from  time  to  time  made  with 
HH 
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tlw  adTiM  of  (La  Pilvj  Ooottdl  «>d  Mi]>j0ct  to  sucA  e 
tiaoM  ai  to  Um  ihall  Mem  roaet,  to  anthotiw  anoh  officer  m  ha  nuj  bc« 
Uma  to  tima  appdnt  aa  lieutonant-GoTamor  of  the  North- Wett  TmiU 
toriaa,  to  make  prorinoo  fcv  Um  adnliuabatlon  of  jnatioa  themn,  tad 
fmaaUf  to  nalia,  ocdaia  and  aitaUiih  all  anoh  lava,  inatitiitkm  aad 
(HdinaBOMaainirbaiiaaeHatyfWthapaaae,  ordar  and  good  govmuMot 
<f(  Odv  Kilijaoti  aod  othan  tlwran,  and  it  alao  fortbar  «MMtod,  that  tfa 
Uantaoaot-Govamor  dtall  "<■*■''"■*'»-  tba  govenunaot  qnder  inatstKliM* 
gnan  bin  from  lima  to  tima  bf  Ordar  In  CanndL 

Aitd  TfWiM  for  Uiapurpoaa  of  preparing  for  thatranafer  of  tlwNMtk- 
Waat  Tarritoriaa  afonaud  to  the  Government  of  Canada,  at  the  tiM 
which  tn^  be  appointed  ^  Ua  for  nioh  admiedon,  and  for  makjng  mom 
temporary  prorlaiim  fw  the  Civil  Oovemmenl  of  aneh  Tarrifaaiaa.  W* 
-  are  dwiTOiia  of  ^^winttng  yun,  the  aaid  mUiam  HoDoogall,  to  be  Liet- 
Unant-Gummtir  ai  the  NoHk-  tVut  T*rntonat. 

ifow  know  ye  that.  We,  rapoung  apeoial  tmat  and  oonfidenoa  in  tto 
pmdenbe,  oouraga,  lajtitj  and  integriQr  of  yon,  the  eaid  WUIub  Ha- 
Doui^,  of  ovir  e*peoi>l  gnoe,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  hm 
thought  tit  to  constitute  and  appoint  jou,  on,  from  nnd  after  the  da;  to  be 
named  by  Va  for  the  admiHsion  of  Rupert's  Lniid  and  the  North-WeMtern 
Territory  iiit<)  the  (.'nioii  or  Dinninion  of  Canadu,  to  be,  during  Our  plm- 
Bure,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North-West  Territories  afuretwid.  »nd 
We  do  hereby  itutborixe  nnd  empower,  and  require  and  coniiiiand  you.  un, 
froui  and  after  the  day  to  be  no  nauiud  by  Us  for  the  admission  of  Kupert'a 
Land  nnd  the  Nortb-Wustem  Territory  into  the  L'nion  or  Dominion  of 
Caiiadn  us  aforesaid,  in  due  manner,  to  do  and  execute,  in  all  things  thit 
flhall  belong  to  your  said  command,  and  the  trust  We  hare  repoaed  in 
you,  according  t<i  the  several  provisions  and  inetructions,  grauted  or  >p- 
Itointed  you  by  thiw  Our  Coniniission,  and  of  the  Act  hereinbefore  reciUd, 
according  to  such  instructions  as  are  herewith  given  to  you,  or  which  omj 
from  time  to  time  be  given  to  you  in  respect  of  the  North- Wert  Teni- 
tories  Bfi>reNiiid,  and  the  government  thereof,  by  order  of  Our  Govemor 
Geiieral  in  Council,  under  the  sign  manual  of  Our  said  Goveraor-Genenl. 
or  liy  Va  throu((b  one  of  Our  Privy  Council  of  Canada,  »nd  according  » 
such  laWH  an  ate  or  shall  be  enforced  within  the  North-Weat  Territor- 

In  testimony  whereof  We  have  caused  these  Our  Letters  to  be  mad« 
Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  Cannda  to  be  hereunto  affixed  :  WitneM, 
Our  trusty  and  well-beloved  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Toong, 
Baronet,  one  of  Our  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council.  Enight  Grand  Ctms  • 
of  Our  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Gruid  Cmes  of  Our 
Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Qeorse,  Govertiin- 
General  of  Caniida. 
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At  Our  Government  House,  in  Our  City  of  C)ttaw»,  this  Twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  and  the  thirty-third  year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  Command, 

Hector  L.   Lanoevin, 

Sect-etanj  of  State. 


No.  5. 
Proclamation  issuEp  by  Hon.    Wm.    McDou(}all  on  Ist  December, 

Victoria,  by  the  Grace  cif  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  etc., 
etc. 

• 

W I  LLi  a  m  McDo  ltj  all. 

To  all  whom  it  nuiij  coiicern.  Greeting  : 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  **  The  British  North  America  Act,  1867,"  it  was  (amongst 
other  things)  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  on  Ad- 
dress from  the  Houses  of  Parliament  of  Canada,  to  admit  Rupert's  Land 
and  the  North- Western  Territory,  or  either  of  them,  into  the  I'nion  or 
Dominion  of  Canada,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  are  in  the  Address 
expressed,  and  as  Her  Majesty  thinks  fit  to  approve  ; 

And,  whereas,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  said  provisions 
of  *' The  British  North  America  Act,  1867,"  **  The  Rupert's  Land  Act, 
1868,"  enacted  and  declared  that  it  should  be  competent  for  **  the  Gover- 
nor and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,"  to  surrender  to  Her  Majesty,  and  for  Her  Majesty,  by  any  instru- 
ment under  Her  sign  manual  ami  signet,  to  accept  a  surrender  of  all  or 
any  of  the  lands,  territories,  j)owers,  and  authorities,  whatsoever,  granted, 
or  pur|K)rt^d  to  be  granted,  by  certain  Letters  Patent  of  His  lite  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  said  Govunier  and  Com[><'uiy  within 
Rupert's  Land,  uptm  such  terms  and  conditions  as  should  be  agreetl  U[x>n, 
by  and  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  said  Governor  and  Comimny  :  And 
whereas,  by  **  The  Rupert's  Land  Act,  18()8,"  it  is  further  enacted,  that 
from  the  date  of  the  admission  of  Rupert's  Land  into  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Parliament  of  Canada  to 
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■Mke,  M^Mii,  and  esiablhii,  within  Ui«  ami  land  and  tcnitotr  » tdmlt- 
tad,  aa  afownaid,  all  amh  lawa,  inatitMums  and  ardinancaa,  at>d  h>  eoMli- 
tute  auch  oOuTtb,  andoffioetsaB  m^be  nsoeMaiyfor  tbapeMoa.otdvnd 
good  goTenunent  of  Hor  Haj«s(>)^8  Mibjacta,  and  oUten  tfaamn ; 

And  wberou,  it  ia  fiirth«r  pmvidad  by  Uie  aaid  Aet,  that  imtil  olhv- 
wii«  «nacta  1  by  th«  aaid  Parliament  of  Canada,  all  the  puwen,  aatkr 
itiea.  and  jnriadietion  of  tha  aeTaral  oonita  cf  joatioe  now  eatahlidMd  ■ 
Bapert'a  Land,  and  of  the  aeroral  cdioera  therecrf.  and  of  all  nagialnM 
and  jtutioBa.  now  acting  within  the  said  limita,  ahall  continne  in  full  ftnt 
and  effset  therein  ;  And  whereaa,  the  aaid  Goremcj^  and  OunqMnj  kan 
mnendered  to  Her  Hajeetjr,  and  Her  Hajeaty  haa  aoeepted  a  matmim 
of  all  the  landa,  tenitoriea,  priTilef[«a,  Ubartiaa.  franciiiaea,  pawenMl 
aoUiontiee  gnmted,  or  purported  to  be  ([ranted,  bj  the  aaid  LalUn 
htent,  npon  Mrtain  tenna  and  o(H>ditaooa  agreed  npon  b^  and  betwaH 
Bar  Hajeaty  and  the  aaid  Ooveraor  and  Company ; 

And  whereas.  Her  Hajeetj,  hg  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Majtaiy* 
Heat  HouonUe  Privy  Ooundl,  and  an  Addreaa  from  both  the  Aimm  if 
the  Parliament  of  Cannda,  in  pursuance  of  the  one  hundred  and  foitf- 
aixth  sectiun  uf  "  The  British  Nurth  America  Act,  1867."  hfttb  declared 
that  Rupert's  Lnnd  find  Che  North-Western  Territory,  shall,  and  fn.>in  ihr 
6rst  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  sight  hun- 
dred and  sisty-nine,  be  admitted  into,  and  become  port  of  the  Duminion 
of  l^nadft,  u|>on  the  terms  and  conditions  expreaaed  in  the  said  Addrew, 
of  which  Her  Mnjeaty  has  appnived,  and  Rupert's  lAnd,  and  the  ftH 
North- \^'eHteru  Territury,  are  Emitted  into  the  Union,  and  hava  becuoK 
part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  accordingly  : 

And  whereas,  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  by  an  Act  intituled  "An  Att 
for  the  temporary  Government  uf  Rupert's  Land  and  the  Nurth-We*t«ni 
Territory,  when  united  with  CanAda,"  enacted  that  it  should  be  lawful  f(( 
the  Governor,  by  any  order  or  orders,  to  be  by  him,  from  time  to  time. 
made  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  (and  subject  to  such  oondi- 
tions  and  restrictions  aa  to  him  should  seem  meet),  to  authorize  and  em- 
power auch  ofBcer  aa  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint,  ns  Lieuteoial- 
Governor  of  the  North- West  Territories,  to  make  provision  for  the  admin- 
iatratioii  of  justice  therein,  and  generally  to  make,  ordain  and  eBtahli>l> 
all  Hucli  laws,  and  inHtitutiuns.  and  ordinances  as  may  be  necessary  fivtW 
l>eace,  order  and  giHxl  government  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  otbot 
therein.  Sow  know  ye,  that  we  have  aeen  fit,  by  our  Royal  LnUn 
Patent,  bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  (f 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aiity-nine,  to  appoint  the  Ho»- 
orable  William  McDougall,  of  the  City  of  Ottawa,  in  the  ProviDce  of 
Ontario,  in  our  Dominion  of  Canada,  anil  member  of  Privy  Council  [« 
Canudu,  aiul  Companion  uf  Our  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  oa, 
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from,  and  after  the  day  to  be  named  by  ii8,  for  the  admission  of  Rupert's 
lisnd  and  the  North- Western  Territory,  aforesaid,  into  the  Union  or 
Dominion  of  Canada,  to  wit ;  or  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  to  be, 
during  our  pleasure,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North  West  Terri- 
tories ; 

And  we  do  hereby  authorize,  and  empower  and  require  and  command 
him,  in  due  manner,  to  Do  and  Execute,  in  all  things  that  shall  belong  to 
his  said  command,  and  the  Trust  we  have  reposed  in  him,  according  to  the 
several  provisions  and  instructions  granted  or  appointed  him,  by  virtue 
of  our  said  Commission,  snd  the  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada  herein 
before  recited,  and  according  to  such  instructions  as  have  been,  or  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  given  to  him,  and  to  such  laws  as  are  or  shall  be 
enforced  within  the  North-West  Territories.  Of  all  which  our  Loving 
Subjects  of  our  Territories,  and  all  others,  whom  these  Presents  may  con- 
cern, are  hereby  re<|uire<l  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  we  have  caused  these.  Our  Letters,  to  be  made 
Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  our  North-West  Territories  to  be 
hereunto  affixed  :  Witness  Our  Trusty  and  Well  Beloved,  The 
Honorable  William  McDougall,  .N  ember  of  our  Privy  Council  for 
Canada,  and  Com{>anion  of  Our  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the 
Bath,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  our  North-West  Territories,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  At  the  Red  River,  in  our  aforesaid  North-West  Terri- 
tories, this  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lonl  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  in  the  thirty-third 

year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  command, 

J.  A.  N.  Pbovencher, 

Secretary. 

No.   (). 

CoMMWsioN  APPOi.vTiN<;  CoL.  Den'ms  Conservatok  of  the  Peace. 

The  North- We.st  Territories. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Hon.  William  McDougall,  a  Member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Prix-y  Council  for  Canada,  and  Comj)ani<)u  of  the  Most 
Honorable  Onler  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North- 
West  Territories. 

To  Jithn  StoH4jhtoH  Ihnnisy  E»*i.^  LieuUnant-Offontf^  MUitanj  Siafi^  Can- 
nda,     GREEflNi}  : 

Whereas,  large  Ixnlies  of  armed  men  have  been  unlawfully  asHembled 
on  the  high  road,  lietween  Fort  Garry  and  Pembina,  in  the  Colony  or 
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Diotrirt  of  Aniniboine,  and  have,  with  force  kod  urns,  tm^teA,  ud 
held  M  priBoners,  numeroni  private  and  official  peiBona,  and  prerentiDg 
tiiem  from  piooeeding  ou  their  Iswf td  journey  and  btudnDaa,  and  ban 
oonvmitted  other  ecte  of  UwleM  violence,  in  contempt  and  d^anoe  of  IIm 
nugiatratea  and  looal  i.uthoritiei ; 

And,  wfaereiB,  William  Hact^viah,  Esq.,  Oovemor  of  Ajsiniboine,  did, 
on  the  lixteenth  day  of  ITovember  laat,  publiih  and  make  known  to  Umm 
armed  men,  and  all  otitera  whom  it  might  oonoern,  that  the  lawlev  acti 
aforeeaid,  and  whi^  wara  particularly  act  forth  in  hia  ProclMnatkoi,  wot 
"  contrary  to  the  remonatiuioeH  and  proteata  of  the  public  anthorilk^'' 
and  did  therein  protest  against  each  and  all  of  the  aaid  unlawful  acta  ui 
intent*,  and  ohai^^  and  cuminanded  the  aaid  armod  peraona  to  imnwdi- 
ately  diapene  themaelree,  and  peaceably  to  depart  to  their  hafaitslioni  <* 
lawful  bnaineH,  under  the  paina  and  penalties  of  the  law  ; 

And,  whereas,  since  the  iMue  Dt  the  said  protest  or  Proclamatirai,  mt- 
t«in  of  the  armed  men  aforesaid,  have  taken  poasMsion  of  the  puUie  re- 
cords and  papers  at  Fort  3arty,  and  have  saiaed  and  held  aa  priaonen  tte 
public  officers,  or  pemonH  having  charge  of  the  snine,  nnd,  as  I  am  credit- 
ably informed,  still  keep  unlHwful  pussesHion  of  the  said  records  nnd  pub- 
lic property,  and  with  force  and  arms  continue  to  obstruct  public  officers. 
and  others,  in  the  performance  of  their  lawful  duty  nnd  businesK,  to  tliE 
great  terror,  loss,  and  injury  of  Her  MnjeHty's  peaceful  subjectK,  and  in 
ountempt  of  Her  Royal  authority  ; 

And,  whereas.  Her  Majesty,  by  Letters  Patent,  under  the  Gre«t  i^ 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Si;|>- 
tciuber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  une  thounand  eight  hundred  and  tuity- 
nine,  ban  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  be,  frnni  and  after  the 
firet  day  of  December  inatant,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  thft  North-Weii 
Tenituriea,  and  did  authorize  and  command  me  to  do  and  execute  all 
things  in  due  manner  that  should  belong  to  my  said  coiurannd. 

Know  you.  that  reposing  trust  and  confidence  in  your  courage,  loyalty, 
fidelity,  discretion  and  ability,  and  under,  and  in  virtue  of  the  aulhorit; 
in  me  vested,  I  have  nominated  and  appointed,  and,  by  theae  preHFUts, 
do  nominate  and  appoint  you,  the  said  John  Stoughton  Dennis,  U>  be  my 
Lieutei  a  t  and  C  nservator  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  North-Weit 
Territor  es  and  1  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  aa  such  to  raise, 
organi/.e  an  e  [  p  a  d  provision  a  sufficient  force  within  the  said  Ter- 
rit^irieH  a  d  »  I  tl  said  force,  to  attack,  arrest,  disarm,  or  disjiem 
the  s.iid  arm  d  utdawfully  aasembled  and  disturbing  the  puhlic 

jjeaco  :  a  I  f  r  tt  at  [  r|  oae,  and  with  the  force  aforesaid,  to  ostutult.  fiiv 
upi>n,  ]  ull  d  .  b  e  k  into  any  fort,  house,  stronghold,  or  other  place 
in  wliich  the  said  armed  men  may  be  found  ;  and,  I  hereby  authorize  you. 
aa  such  Lieutenant  and  Conservator  of  the  Peace,   to  hire,  purchase,  im* 
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press,  and  take  all  necessary  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies, 
and  all  cattle,  horses,  wagons,  sleighs,  or  other  vehicles,  which  may  be 
required  for  the  use  of  the  force  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  ;  and  I  further 
authorize  you  to  appoint  as  many  officers  and  deputies  under  you,  and  to 
i^ive  them  such  orders  and  instructions,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be 
f<:>und  necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  services  herein  required 
oi  you,  reporting  to  me  the  said  appointments  and  orders,  as  you  shall 
find  opportunity,  for  confirmation  or  otherwise  ;  and  I  hereby  give  you 
full  |>ower  and  authority  to  call  upon  all  magistrates  and  peace  officers  to 
aid  and  assist  you,  and  to  order  all  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- 
West  Territories,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  to  sup{)ort  and 
assist  you  in  protecting  the  lives  and  properties  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects,  and  in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to 
seize,  disperse,  or  overcome  by  force,  the  said  armed  men,  and  all  others 
who  may  be  found  aiding  or  abetting  them  in  their  unlawful  acts. 

And  the  said  persons  so  called  upon  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  are  hereby 
ordered  and  enjoined,  at  their  peril,  to  obey  your  orders  and  directions 
in  that  behalf ;  and  this  shall  be  sufficient  warrant  for  what  you  or  they 
do  in  the  premises,  so  long  as  this  Commission  remains  in  force. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Red  River,  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritories, this  the  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty -nine,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  Her  Reign. 

By  Command, 

WILLIAM  McDOUGALL. 
J.  A.  N.  PROVENCHER. 

Secretary. 


No.  7. 

Pboclamation  issued  by  Hon.  Wm.  McDouoall  on  2nd  December, 
18G9. 

The  North-West  Territories. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Honorable  William  McDougall,  a  member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Privy  Council  of  Canada,  and  Comimnion  of  the  Most 
Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North - 
West  Territories,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

To  aU  to  whom  thete  presents  sliall  couie.     Greeting  : 

Whbreas,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 


Beptember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thooBuid  eight  huudnd  and  u- 
l7-nin«,  in  the  thirtj-Uiird  yenr  of  Her  HajeBty '■  reign,  )am  bMA  f(namB- 
]j  pleeflad  to  conatitute  md  appoint  me  on  from  mnd  after  tha  d^  to  be 
named  hj  Her  Hajee^  for  the  admiaaon  of  Rupert's  Land  and  Um  Noctk- 
West  Territory  into  the  Union  ar  Dominion  of  Caaad*,  to  be  Identeaut- 
QoTomor  in  and  orer  the  Hottli-Weat  Tcrritoriea  daring  Her  Hajea^i 
pleaauie,  and  did  ttierel:^  anthorire  and  empower  and  require  and  ccn- 
mand  me,  on,  from  and  aft«r  theday  aforesaid,  to  du  and  execute  all  thii^ 
in  due  manner  Uiak  ahall  belong  to  my  said  oummand,  and  the  trust  nprn- 
ed  in  me,  aooording  to  the  aereraJ  power*  and  instnictione  granted  or^i- 
pointed  me  by  that  Her  Majesty's  Commiation.  and  of  tiie  Act  of  Piriia- 
ment  paoaed  in  tlie  thir^-eeoond  jear  of -Ber  Hajeaty'a  reign,  intatoltd 
"An  Aot  for  tha  Temporary  Goremment  of  Rupert's  Tmad,  snd  tbt 
Horth-Weetem  Territoriea,  when  united  wiUi  Canada,'' and  the  insbveliotia 
given  me  with  auch  Commiaaiflm,  or  by  aueh  further  inatructions  aa  mq 
hereafter  be  fpvea  m«  in  reapeot  of  the  North- Weat  Territories,  and  tlie 
Goremment  thereof,  hj  Her  Hajea^'t  Qoranor-General  in  Council  nnte 
his  si)jn  nisnusl,  or  through  one  of  HurMnjesty'sPrivy  Council  of  CsnKdi, 
and  according  to  such  laws  as  are  now  and  shall  hereafter  be  in  forc«  in 
the  Mid  North- West  Territoriua  ;  and  whereas  Her  Majesty  has  declared 
and  iiaiiiud  the  first  day  of  Deceinbvr  instsnt  as  the  day  fur  the  admiBsion 
of  Riiiiert's  Land  and  the  North-West  Territory  into  the  Union  an.l 
Dominion  of  Canada  ;  And  wbereaH  liy  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  "Thr 
BntiHh  North  America  Act  1867,"  The  Rupert's  Land  Act  1868,  the  laid 
'  Act  for  the  Temporary  Government  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- 
WeKlern  Terrltority  when  united  with  Canada,"  and  the  said  DeclaiatiMi 
and  Order  of  Her  Majesty,  Rugiert's  Lwnd  and  the  North-West  Territurj 
hare  been  admitted  into  union  with,  and  have  become,  and  are  now  part 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  are  henceforth  to  l>e  styled  and  known  u 
'■  The  North  Went  Territories  " 

Now  Knon-  Ye  that  1  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Proclamation  to  make 
known  Her  Majesty's  said  appointment  to  all  Officers,  KfagiHtrates,  Sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty's  and  othent  within  the  said  "Tlie  North-West  Ter- 
ritorieH,"  and  1  do  hereby  n;i|iiire  and  command  that  all  and  singular,  the 
public  ofhcers  and  functionaries  holding  office  in  Rupert's  lAnd,  and  the 
Xorth-Westem  Terri'ory  at  ilie  time  of  their  admission  into  the  t'niun  u 
aforesaid,  excepting  the  public  oHicer  or  functionary  at  the  head  of  the 
Admin iHtration  of  affairs,  do  continue  in  the  execution  of  their  several  and 
resjiective  otfices,  duties,  plncea,  and  eiiiployments,  until  otherwise  order- 
ed by  me  under  the  authority  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Act  ;  And  I  do 
hereby  further  require  and  command  tliat  all  Her  Majesty's  loving  lub- 
jectH,  and  all  otherK  whom  it  may  concern,  do  take  notice  and  gorero 
theiiiKelven  accordingly. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal-at-Arms  at  Red  River  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritories, this  second  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  in  the  Thirty-third  year  of  Her 

Majesty's  Reign. 

By  Command, 

WM.  McDOUGALL. 
J.  A.  N.  Provexcheb. 

Sfcretarif. 


No.  8. 

Proclamation  of  Sir  John  Young,  Qovernob-General  of  Canada, 
ON  6th  December,  1869. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  HLs  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Young,  Baronet,  a 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and 
St.  George,  Governor-General  of  Canada. 

To  aV  and  ever  it  the  Loy*il  Subjects  of  Her  Majedy  the  Qxtfen^  and  to  all  to 
whom  these  Presents  may  comey  Greeting  : 

The  Queen  has  charged  me,  as  Her  Representative,  to  inform  you  that 
certain  misguided  persons  in  Her  Settlement  cm  the  Red  River,  have 
l>anded  themselves  together  to  oppose  by  force  the  entry  into  Her  North- 
western Territories  of  the  officer  selected  to  administer,  in  Her  name,  the 
Government,  when  the  Territories  are  united  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
under  the  authority  of  the  late  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and  that  those  parties  have  also  forcibly,  and  with  violence,  pre- 
vented others  of  Her  loyal  subjects  from  ingress  into  the  country. 

Her  Majesty  feels  assured  that  she  may  rely  u|>on  the  loyalty  of  Her 
subjects  in  the  North-West,  and  believes  those  men,  who  have  thus 
illegally  joined  together,  have  dime  so  from  some  misrepresentation. 

The  Queen  is  convinced  that,  in  sancticming  the  l'ni<m  of  the  North - 
West  Territories  with  Cana<la,  she  is  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
residents,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthening  and  consolidating  Her 
North  American  {>ossessions  as  jiart  of  the  British  Empire.  You  may 
judge  then  of  the  sorrow  and  displeasure  with  which  the  Queen  reviews 
the  unreasonable  and  lawless  proceedings  which  have  occurred. 

Her  Majesty  connnands  me  to  state  to  you  that  she  will  always  be 
ready,    through   me   as  Her  representative,  to  redress  all    well-founde<l 
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BTMTanoM,  And  Ui»t  dra  bw  inatmetad  nw  bo  ha«r  and  OMiodcr  anyeoai- 
idunta  tlut  natj  ba  made,  or  devm  that  m^  b»  oxpreand  to  lae  m 
Oov«rB(nvQan«nl.  At  tba  auna  time  aba  haa  ohugsd  dm  to  axaraM 
■U  th»  pow«n  and  snthori^  with  which  ah*  haa  tntitad  me  in  tha  etf- 
port  of  order,  and  the  sopiKeMimi  of  nnlawtnl  diaturlfftnce*. 

B7  Her  HaJMty'B  anthoritj',  I  do  therefore  aoaure  joa,  that  on  th« 
muoB  with  Canada  all  your  d*il  utd  rdigiotu  rigfataand  privilagea  will  fea 
reapeoted,  your  propwiiat  aeeuied  to  you,  and  that  your  eountiy  wiD  be 
governed,  aa  in  the  past,  under  Britiah  lawa,  and  in  die  apirit  of  &itiA 

I  do,  further,  under  Her  authority,  entie«t  and  oomniand  thoae  of 
you  who  ^M  itill  aanemhlad  and  banded  together  in  dafianoe  of  law,  paace- 
•bly  to  di^Miae  and  return  toyonr  homee,  under  thepenaltJeaoC  thehv 
in  OMe  of  diaobedienoe. 

And  I  do  laa^  inform  yon,  that  in  eaae  of  your  immediate. and  paasa- 
able  obedience  and  diaperaicm  I  ahall  oidar  tbat  no  kignl  prooeedingi  ba 
taken  againat  any  partiae  implicatad  in  tiiaae  nnCortannte  bnndMa  of 

Given  iinJer  my  Hand  and  Seal  «t  AniiB  at  Ottawa,  this  Sixth  day  vf 
Decenilwr,  in  the  year  of  Our  Liird  One  Thousand  E^ht  Hundred  and 
Sixty-nine,  and  in  the  Thirty-third  year  of  Her  Maieetj'a  Reign. 

(SejJ.) 

By  Command, 

JOHN  YOL'SG. 
H.  R.  La-wevis, 

Secrtlnni  of  Staft, 


Commission  issiei'  to  D()Nau>  A.  Smith,  Eatj,,  appointi.so  him  Sretui. 

CoMMISKIO.VBK. 

CANADA. 

VnTtmiA,  by  tlie  Gmce  of  Gud,  etc. 
To  DoniiUl  .\.  Smith,  i>t  tlie  City  of  Montreal,  in  the  Prorinco  of  t^ebn, 
«nil  Dominion  of  ChiiiuIk,   Esijiiire,  anil  to  all  others  to  whom  the 
same  may  ill  any  wise  eimcem,  liKeETiNC  : 

Whereas.  b_v  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  CauaJa.  p«ned  in  th«  tfaiRv- 
second  and  thirty-third  years  nf  (>ur  Reign,  intituled,  "  An  Act  lor  tbt 
tem[Kirary  llovernnicnt  of  Rn[>ert"9  Land  and  the  North- West  Territocj, 
when  united  Ui  Canada."'  it  is  recited  that  it  is  piwaible  that  we  may  be 
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pleased  to  admit  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-West  Territory  into  the 
Union  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  Ijefore  the  then  next  session  of  the 
Canadian  Parliament,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  prepare  for  the  transfer 
of  the  said  Territories  from  the  Local  Authorities  to  the  Government  of 
Canada,  at  the  time  ap|K>inted  by  us  for  the  Civil  Government  of  such 
Territories,  until  more  jiermanent  arrangements  can  be  made  by  the 
Government  and  Legislature  of  Canada,  and  it  is  by  the  said  Act  in  effect 
enacted  that  our  Governor  may  authorize  and  empower  such  officer  as  he 
may  appoint  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  North-West  Territories,  and 
who  shall  administer  the  Government  as  by  the  said  Act  contemplated. 

And,  whereas,  in  the  preparation  for  the  transfer  of  the  said  Terri- 
tories, Our  Governor  of  Canada  was  pleased  to  send  the  Memorable  VN  m. 
McDougall,  the  gentleman  selected  to  be  the  Lieutenant-Governor  as 
aforesaid,  on  its  union  with  Canada,  in  advance  and  in  anticipati<m  of  the 
union,  and  his  entry  into  the  said  Territories  was  obstructed  and  pre- 
vented by  certain  armed  {>arties  who  have  declared  their  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  at  the  proposed  union,  and  their  intention  to  resist  the 
same  by  force. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  enquiry  should  be  had  into  the 
causes  and  extent  of  such  obstruction,  opposition,  and  discontent,  as 
aforesaid. 

Now  know  ye,  that  having  confidence  in  your  honesty,  fidelity,  and  in- 
tegrity, we  do,  by  these  presents,  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  y(»u, 
the  said  Donald  A.  Smith,  to  l)e  our  Special  Commissioner,  to  enquire 
int/>  the  causes,  nature,  and  extent  of  the  obstruction  offered  at  the  Red 
River,  in  the  North-West  Territories,  to  the  peaceable  ingress  of  the 
Honorable  Wm.  McDougall,  and  other  |)arties  authorized  by  our  Gover- 
nor-General of  Canada  to  proceed  into  the  same  ;  and  also  to  emjuire  into 
the  causes  and  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  alleged  to  exist  in  respect  to 
the  pmposed  union  of  the  said  North-West  Territories  with  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  ;  and  further  to  explain  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  country, 
the  principles  on  which  the  Govenmient  of  Canada  intends  to  administer 
the  Government  of  the  Country,  according  to  such  instructicms  as  may  be 
given  to  you  by  our  Governor  in  Council  in  this  behalf;  and  to  take 
st-eps  to  remove  any  misapprehensions  which  may  exist  in  respect  to  the 
mode  of  (Jovemment  of  the  siime,  and  to  repoit  to  our  Governor-(ieneral 
the  result  of  such  encjuiries,  and  on  the  best  mode  of  cjuieting  and  re- 
moving such  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  ;  and  also  to  rejiort  on  the 
mc>st  proper  and  fitting  mode  for  effecting  the  speedy  transfer  of  the 
Country  and  (Jovernment  from  the  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany tf)  the  Government  of  Canada,  with  the  general  ;issent  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

And  further,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  most  aelvisable  mcnle  of 
dealing  with  the  Indmn  Tribes  in  the  North-West  Territories. 


To  !»▼«  u>d  ta  hoU  tho  Mid  oJBoe  of  Coa 
■fona  id  nntn  yon  tbo  Mid  DoosU  A.  BaiiUt,  d 


(OkiutSul) 


Nou.— The  kbora  CcmnuMkxi  wm  not  Mot  to  Mr.  Doaild  A.  taiA 
«UU  tli«  asth  Jhoht.  1870,  •Ittmo^  it  mw  prtn  ooder  Ae  fln« 
8m1  on  tb*  17Ui  DM«mib«r.  OonnuMioiier  Snitb,  hraeror,  actad  Mikt 
IMtorof  tha  lOtk  DMOuber.  wbidi  WM  ia  firt  ■  wwniMMfM  gh^^ 
tbo  foUort  Htboci^  to  Mt  Meoriii:«  to  tho  bMt  td  Us  j-  V  r'  =- 
dMliag  «*tb  Um  taMbloi  «t  Bed  B<*ar. 


laws  or  AMiinsou,  famsd  bt  m  Pemumut  asd  t— — -—  ^ 
anoLT  OF  Amimikha  om  thb  7i>  Dat  or  Mat,  mft. 

(Smnut  SraioH  of  the  Ltgidahtrt. ) 

{Thvtai  laws  come  ioto  opention  on  the  20th  da;  of  34*7.  1870  :  tad 
which  tiDie  the  laws  under  which  the  countT;  has  hitherto  been  ;o<r«twi 
Teiuaiu  in  fuU  force.  On  aod  after  the  20th  day  of  Haj.  l^\  aRthtM 
Iawh  are  repekled.) 

Note. —  The  fUlviritnj  it  wriWy  ii  xynopti4  of  the  emirtmeitta  pa-tni,  (i*  ■^- 
liiih  rrliiliug  lo  irhirk  iniutil  utvi'pw  More  Jpict  thineau  ht  rpu rni : — 

Gknbril  PsoTi^oire. 

1.  All  lin«a  anJ  forfeitures  when  Dot  otberwin  appnifwiaied  stnQ  *>  w 
the  Public  Fun.i. 

i.  Every  eiutcttuent  shall  be  interpreted  withoot  regard  to  tbe  dnoac- 
ttt>n  of  ijeuiler  or  number. 

3.  If  any  gier^ia  enc>>U'age  in  any  way  aoy  viulatiua  uf  aaj  toad  eaaft 
ineot.  he  shall  be  held  to  be  as  guiltv  as  the  printipal  uA^ider. 

4.  That  unless  special  rntulaiiou  ptuvtde  to  Um  eontraij.  ewvr  wrvw 
hAs  its  remedy  nniler  the  eeneral  law  of  the  oo«n>ti7. 

5.  Tlui  (he  Uw  of  EngUml  shall  be  the  law  .4  the  land  in  icfacn*  &> 
crinies  mkI  nilMiemej(iiv>r:s  and  genenlly  as  to  all  diil  nghts  exccfM  wWn- 
ia  Qiodititrvl  by  <he  K>ral  Uw. 

Al'VIM--IRATIOS    OF   JCSTUt 

I.  Tlitt  d-.o  ^\t\-i^aw  C--urt  vt  Assitiiboia  be  held  foor  ttMo*  a  ywv. 
Februarj',  M»y.  Auini^  and  Ni'ivniber. 
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2.  District  Courts  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  follows : 
Manitoba,  March,  September,  December  and  June  ;  Portage  la  Prairie, 
Ist  Tuesday  each  month  ;  White  Horse  Plain,  2nd  Tuesday  each  month  ; 
Fort  Garry,  4th  Tuesday  each  month  ;  St.  Andrews,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month. 

3.  The  chairman  of  a  District  Court  sl^ll  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace — the 
chairman  and  two  magistrates  to  form  a  quorum. 

4.  The  District  Court  shall  take  cognizance  of  all  actions  for  not  more 
than  ten  pounds,  all  offences  with  fines  of  not  more  than  two  pounds,  and 
all  liquor  cases. 

5.  An  appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  District  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

t».  District  Court  eases  shall  be  tried  in  the  district  in  which  defendant 
resides. 

7.  Any  District  Magistrate  shall  issue  summons  for  his  own  district, 
but  not  for  any  other,  unless  counterstsrned  by  the  Magistrate  where  sum> 
m<ms  is  to  take  effect. 

8.  District  Court  cases  must  not  be  brou)(ht  before  General  Court. 

9.  In  any  Court,  either  party  to  a  civil  action  may  be  made  the  other's 
witness. 

10.  Regulated  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  writs  issued  in  the  Supreme 
and  District  Courts. 

11.  Witnesses  and  jurors  to  be  paid  five  shillings  i>er  day. 

12.  In  Supreme  Court  cases,  a  deposit  of  one  pound  from  plaintiff 
necessary. 

13.  Allowances  for  feeding  prisoners,  and  in  cases  of  debt,  the  creditor 
to  be  responsible  for  same. 

14.  Fifteen  days'  notice  in  Supreme  Court  cases,  and  eight  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

15.  Trial  by  jury  in  Supreme  Court,  except  where  both  parties  desire 
otherwise. 

IH.  The  Legislative  Assembly  to  issue  licenses  to  practise  law  and  regu- 
lating fees. 

17.  Regulating  seizure  and  sale  <»f  g(»ods  and  chattels  on  judgment. 

18.  The  right  of  capias. 

19.  In  case  of  capias,  the  complainant,  if  afterwards  found  to  have  no 
gn>und  for  action,  to  be  liable  for  danuiges. 

20.  Regulating  seizure  of  the  property  of  an  absconding  debtor. 

21.  Summonses  for  the  (jreneral  Court  to  he  issued  only  by  Justices  of 
the  Peace. 

22.  Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  have  summary*  {K>wer  in 
deciding  cases  not  over  three  pounds,  or  damages  of  one  p<iund. 

23.  No  action  for  the  recovery  of  debt  to  In;  brought  before  the  August 
term  of  Supreme  Court. 
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54.  No  jadlcul  offlser  ksTiiig  waj  iatttnat  in  a  ofM  to  be  sUe  to  nt 
Iconic. 

SD.  Bmpowering  the  Oanaier  or  sor  JnatiM  of  th*  Paaco  to  «iwate 
judgment  on  tJie  BheriS 

S6.  Any  debt  or  crime  inoorred  or  oommitted  oateide  jniiidictian  of 
eourt,  to  be  proeeonted  when  per«>n  ii  found  within  liiute  of  juriadiottDiL 

27.  Juatieee  of  the  Peeoe,  MegiatretM  Mid  OMuti^ea,  mxut  be  BiitU 
■ubjeets. 

S8.  Summons  not  to  be  ewred  on  Snndejn  or  legel  bolides. 

29.  Tbe  Supreme  Qonrt  to  be  oompoeed  of  e  praeiding  Judge,  endtbrM 
or  more  Juatioe*  of  the  Pasoe. 

30.  The  Supreme  Oonrt  to  ttke  cognuumoe  of  ell  ceiei  not  ■wigntifl  to 
the  Diitrict  Court. . 

31.  Anj  barriater,  xlrooete,  ettomey  or  eotieitot  qnelified  to  preetiM 
lew  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  eny  Bntieh  Oolonj  to  be  entitled  to  pne- 
Um  in  the  court*  of  Bed  River. 

55.  ProTiding  for  Beeorde  of  Uie  Ooorts. 

Customs  DortEs. 

1.  The  iluty  to  be  4  jier  cent  ad  viilorem. 

2.  Frmj  gnoda  to  be — bar  iron,  steel,  books,  publicatiune.  Btstionaiy, 
scieiitilic  instruiiiiiiits,  agricultural  itiiplementa,  hnggage,  -tc.,  for  the 
present  use  of  the  owner ;  seeds,  roots,  plants,  goods  ptkssing  in  bond 
caai;B,  boxus.  biirrels.  liottles  or  covering  containing  goods  or  fluids,  moou- 
meiitiit  tjkblets  or  toinbstonea.  grindstones,  stoves,  goods  for  missions, 
xniiimls  for  breeding  stock,  mill  nnd  factory  machinery. 

3.  Three  cuHtom  houseH,  one  fueh  at  Pembina,  Portage  la  Prairie  and 
Fort  (iurry. 

4.  A  Collector  of  Customs  to  hare  power  to  administer  oaths,  and  to 
search  for  and  seixa  contraband  goo<ls. 

5.  Collector  to  pay  the  duties  co11ecte<l  into  the  Treasury  twice  ereiy 
month. 

(I.  Colluctor»  to  be  untitled  tu  one  fifth  )>Brt  of  seizures. 

7.  Providing  for  attested  invoices  or  manifests. 

8.  Collectors  to  verify  accuracy  of  invoices  by  oath,  if  neoessery.  or 
examination  of  goods. 

9.  Collectors  to  provide  clearance  certificates. 

10.  Providing  tor  want  of  invoices. 

11.  r.iiods  without  clearance  certificate  to  be  seiied. 

12.  The  owners  or  consigners  of  goods  by  way  of  Hudson's  Bey  to 
report  ipiitntity  and  prime  co-st  within  three  months,  under  penalty  of  not 
moro  than  £1.000  sterling. 

13.  All  contr»l)iind  goods  seized  to  be  sold  by  auction. 
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14.  Two  shillings  a  gallon  to  be   the  duty  on  wines  and  li(|uor8  im- 

porteil. 

Constables 

To  be  not  less  than  sixteen  in  number,  Manitoba,  1  ;  Portage  la  Prairie, 
2  ;  Wliite  Horse  Plains,  3  ;  St.  Andrews,  3  ;  Fort  Garry,  6  ;  Winnipeg, 
2.      Provision  was  tlien  made  for  the  Administratinn  of  Intestate  Estates. 

Postal. 

General  Post  Office  to  bo  in  Winnipeg.  Mails  to  be  carried  at  public 
expense.  Charges  for  postage  : — Letters  under  half  ounce,  one  penny, 
and  a  penny  for  each  additi(mal  half  ounce.  Magazines  or  Reviews,  two 
l^ence.  Newspapers,  half  penny,  those  from  office  of  publictition  or 
exchanges  to  be  free.  Books,  half  pound  and  under,  four  pence.  Local 
letters,  one  penny  eacli.  Loc;il  newspapei*s  to  subscribers  free.  Regula- 
tions for  advertised  letters.  Branch  offices  to  be  at  St.  Andrews,  Head- 
ingly.  Portage  la  Pmirio  and  St.  Norbert. 

Regulations  were  then  made  for  the  prevention  of  prairie  fires,  animals 
running  at  large*  and  for  hay  cutting  privileges. 

Liquor  Law. 

Any  person  selling  or  supplying  liquor  to  uncivilized  Indians  to  be 
tined. 

1.  Two  pounds  for  furnishing  brewing  utensils. 

2.  Three  |H>und3  for  furnisliing  malt. 

3.  Five  pounds  for  furnishing  beer  or  any  fermented  liquor. 

4.  One  liundred  poumls  for  furnishing  distilled  spirits  or  any  intoxicat- 
ing drink  other  than  fermented  liquors. 

In  addition  to  above,  the  otfender  to  make  restituti(m  to  the  Indian,  and 
the  int4»xic;ited  Indian  to  be  impri.sfmed  until  he  should  disclose  from 
whom  he  jirocured  the  licjuor,  and  no  person  to  carry  liquor  aiiumg  In- 
dians, unless  in  transit  or  for  his  own  use. 

5.  No  jjcrson  to  sell  spirits,  wine  or  beer,  under  five  gallons,  without  a 
license. 

The  liquor  not  to  be  sold  between  the  houi-s  of  10  j».m.,  and  Vt  a.m.,  nor 
on  Sundays,  (iood  Friday  or  Christnuus  Day.  It  was  forbidden  to  sell  to 
intoxicated  ])ersons,  and  all  manufacturing  had  to  be  confined  to  the  pre- 
mises covered  by  license. 

Twelve  of  the  nearest  householders,  irrespective  of  District,  could  by 
I>etition,  prevent  the  gmnting  of  a  license. 

Wholes;ile  Ii((Uor  licenses  cost  ten  pounds  each,  and  were  issue<l  by  the 
President  of  the  Fort  Garry  District  Court. 
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BOAM. 

1,  That  All  pablk  rtwds  to  renMia  ^le  width  th«3r  had  bean  Ukt  oat 
-  2.  No  peiwm  to  oat  •  hole  into  or  through  Uie  river  iee,  unlen  |Hvteet- 
ing  it  by  k  fenee  foor  feet  hifjli,  <m  penalty  of  <»e  pound. 

A  CommiMKner  of  Public  Worka  to  be  appcMuted  and  htU  roapoiMiUt 
to  tb»  state  of  the  niada  and  bridgea. 

NoTi. — The  lam  framed  by  the  Provinonal  OoTsmment,  aad  iriiicb 
oame  in  fonw  on  SOtfa  Hay,  1870,  were  very  much  in  line  with  the  lam  of 
Aau&ilxna,  nnder  tha  Hudaon'i  B^  Oompany .  I 


THE  HAMTOBA  ACT. 
Aino  Tucaauco-Twmo — vrntamim  BaaniA. 

An  Act  tr>  establish  and  provide  for  the  goTemment  of  the  Prorince  of 

Manitobft. 

Whereas,  it  Is  probable  that  Her  Hajeely  the  Queen  may,  punuant  to 
the  Britisli  North  America  Act.  18S7,  be  pleased  to  admit  Rupert's  Land 
mid  the  Nortli-Weatem  Territory  into  tlie  Union  or  Dominion  of  Canadi 
befiire  the  next  BOHsioii  of  the  I'ltrliament  of  Canada.  And  whereas  it  ii 
expedient  to  prepare  for  the  transfer  of  the  said  Territories  to  the  Got- 
ernmeiit  of  Canada  at  tho  time  appointrod  by  the  Queen  f<  r  such  admission. 
And  whereas  it  is  expedient  also  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  part  of 
the  Raid  Territory  as  a  Province,  and  for  the  establiihment  of  a  Govern- 
ment therefor,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  Civil  Government  of  tlK 
remaining  part  of  the  said  Territories  not  included  within  the  limits  ot 
tlie  Province. 

Tlierefore,  Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  CnnimonB  of  Canada,  enacts  as  follows  : 

1,  On,  from  and  after  the  day  upon  which  the  Queen,  by  and  witii 
the  advice  and  consent  ot  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council 
under  the  authority  of  the  146lh  section  of  the  British  North  Amelia 
Act,  1867,  shall  by  order  in  Council,  in  that  behalf,  admit  Rupert's  Land 
and  the  North-Weatem  Territory  into  the  Union  or  Dominion  of  Canada, 
there  shall  be  funned  out  of  the  sime  a  Province  which  shall_  be  one  of 
the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  *if  Canada,  and  which  ahall  be  called  the 
Province  of  Manitoba,  iind  be  bounded  as  follows,  that  is  to  aay,  com- 
mencing;; .It  the  point  where  the  meridian  of  ninety-sii  degreea  of  wW 
longitudf  from  Greenwich  intersects  the  paiallel  of  foity-nine  degrees 
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north  latitude  ;  thence  due  west  alon^  the  said  parallel  of  forty-nine 
degrees  north  latitude  (which  forms  a  portion  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  the  said  North- Western  Terri- 
tory) to  the  meridian  of  ninety-nine  degrees  of  west  longitude  ;  then  due 
north  along  the  said  meridian  of  ninety- nine  degrees  west  longitude  to 
the  intersection  of  the  same  with  the  parallel  of  fifty  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude  ;  thence  due  east  along  the  said  i>arallel  of  fifty 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  nortli  latitude  to  its  intersection  with  the  be- 
fore mentioned  meridian  of  ninety-six  degrees  west  longitude  ;  thence  due 
Houth  along  the  said  meridian  of  ninety  six  degrees  west  longitude  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

2.  On,  from  and  after  the  said  day  on  which  the  Order  of  the  Queen 
in  Council  sliall  take  effect  as  aforesaid,  the  provi.sions  of  the  British 
Nortli  America  Act,  1867,  shall,  except  those  parts  thereof  which  are  ni 
terms  made,  or  by  reasonable  intendment  may  be  held.  t<i  be  specially 
applicable  to,  or  only  to  effect,  one  or  more,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  Pro- 
vinces now  composing  the  Dominion,  and  except  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
varied  by  this  Act,  be  applicable  to^  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  in  the 
siiuie  way,  and  to  the  like  extent,  as  they  apply  to  the  several  Provinces 
of  Canada,  and  na  if  the  Province  of  Manitoba  had  been  one  of  the  Pro- 
vinces originally  united  by  the  said  Act. 

3.  The  said  Province  shall  be  represented  in  the  Senate  of  Canada  by 
two  members  until  it  shall  have,  according  to  decennial  census,  a  iK>pula- 
tion  of  fifty  thousiind  souls  ;  and  from  thencefoi'th  it  shall  be  represented 
therein  by  three  members,  until  it  shall  have,  acconling  to  the  decennial 
census,  a  population  of  seventy-five  thousand  souls,  and  from  thenceforth 
it  shall  be  represented  therein  by  ft>ur  membei*s. 

4.  The  said  Province  shall  be  rej)resented  in  the  first  instance,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  four  members,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  be 
divided,  by  proclamatiim  of  the  (xovernor-General,  int^)  four  Electoral 
Di.stricts,  each  of  which  shall  be  rejiresented  by  one  member  :  Provide<l 
that,  on  the  completion  of  the  census,  in  the  year  1881,  and  of  each  de- 
cennial census  afterwards,  the  representation  of  tlie  wiid  Province  shall 
be  re-adjuhted  acconling  U>  the  provisions  of  the  fifty-first  section  of  the 
British  North  America  .\ct,  18<»7. 

5  Tntil  the  Parliament  of  ('anad;i  otherwise  provides,  the  qualification 
of  voters  at  elections  of  members  of  the  Ht'use  <>f  Commons  shall  be 
the  same  as  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  hereinafter  mentionetl  ;  and  no 
person  shall  be  qualified  to  Ihj  elected,  or  to  sit  and  vote  as  a  member, 
f.»r  any  Electoral  District,  unless  he  is  a  duly  qualified  voter  within  the 
said  Province. 

6.   For  the  said  Province  there  shall  be  an  officer  styled  the  Lieutenant - 
II 
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Oovemor,  ^qiointad  bj  die  GowtKwr-Ofiamnl  in  Otmaal,  hf  ii 
mder  dte  Gnit  8m1  of  Cbim^. 

T.  Tlw  ExecoHTs  Canncfl  of  tlw  Pimiuw  d 
panoiM,  and  n«der  sndi  dgaignaliMiB,  u  t^  TwhiIwmhi  r 
ilKMiitinMtatiaMtluiikfit^aDdiatlwfint  hMtaOMof  not  ■ 


8.  UnlcM  aad  natal  tlw  SiaonltT*  fliiiiiiiiiiiiiwl  at  Am  Flmiw  nthfr 
wiM  dtnetB  tbe  MBt  df  OoToiuMnt  of  tba  >•■»  AaU  ba  «t  Fcbc  Ouiy, 
<v  within  (me  mile  tlwrMtf . 

O.  "nwra  bIibII  be  ft  Leifialataie  for  Um  PMwiaac,  eo^Hifti^  <<  thi 
lieotamit-GnTenior  «ad  of  tiro  Hoowe,  e^ed  raqieetiTeJ}  tte  Lagirii- 
tira  Cooucil  of  Hwutofa*,  and  the  LegidtriiTe  Amtmhtj  of  Xanitok. 

10.  The  LrgiriktiTe  OovMsl  Aall  in  th«  Ent  inataiiee  ba  otMpaed  irf 
•even  mMnbaim,  and  tttoe  tfae  «zpintian  of  fbur  joexM  froM  Ike  tB>  «f 
tbe  fint  i^ipwnUMBt  of  sndb  anen  uiMnbttB,  aMh  «emb«r  of  tbe  Ii^ 
iaktive  Cooiwil  dwU  be  ^poitited  b;  tlw  TJiwIiineiil  fimwiw  »  Ibe 
Qoeen'a  nuiM  br  inrtnunotit  nnder  tbe  Graet  Sad  of  Muiitob*,  Md  ^ 
hoM  nf6c«  for  the  term  of  hU  life  Dnlex*  Ktid  until  the  Legislature  of  Mui- 
ti>bit  othemisc  provides  under  the  Britiih  North  Auerica  Act,  ItMiT. 

11.  Tlie  Lieutenant -Uovem or  iiinj-  from  time  to  time  bv  instruoii'nt 
under  the  Great  Seal  R|>|iuint  a  member  of  the  Legislntire  tVundl  [■■  Iw 
Speaker  thereof,  and  may  remove  hiiii  and  ajipoiiit  another  in  hi*  Haul. 

12.  V'litil  the  Legislature  of  the  Pn-vince  othenrise  provides,  the  jirv- 
aencv  i>f  a  uiaji>rity  of  the  whola  nuiuber  of  the  Le^sUtive Council  includ- 
ing the  S)ieaker.  shall  be  necessary  to  conrititute  n  meeting  for  the  eiri- 

13-  t,>iieBliuiis  arising  in  the  Legislative  Council  shall  be  decided  tj 
H  iiiHJurit}-  of  vuitus.  Mid  the  Siieaker  shall  in  all  cases  have  a  vote;  and 
when  the  voices  are  ei|uat.  the  decision  shall  Im  deemed  tv  be  in  the 
negative. 

14-  Tlie  Le^slative  Assembly  shall  he  c«>m|Hweil  of  t«-entj-.t..ur  mem- 
bers to  be  elected  to  represent  the  electoral  divisious  into  which  ihe 
said  Province  may  he  divide*!  by  the  Lieutenant -Go  vemur  as  herei  after 
nientioiied. 

15.  The  [ireseiice  of  a  nwj.iritv  ..f  the  luemlietl  of  tbe  Le^iiJativr 
Asseiiihly  shall  l>e  m-cessiiy  to  oiistilute  a  meeting  of  the  H<>u»-  f,.r  ih* 
eieri'ise  of  its  powers,  nnd  for  that  purpose  the  Sjieaker  shall  be  recki-nrd 
ai  a  member. 

16.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  (within  six  uiontbs  t-f  the  date  U 
the  Order  .>f  Her  M;iji-sty  in  Ci-uncil  admittiog  Itupert'a  Land  und  tlM 
Korth  Wtst  Territ.Tv  into  the  Inion)  by  ProclaniHtion  under  the  fireat 
Seal  divide  the  s:iid  Fr-ivince  into  twenty -four  electoral  division.s  due  re- 
gard )>eing  h^>d  to  existing  local  divisioiiH  and  {topulation. 
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17.  Every  male  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a  member  to 
Herve  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  any  electoral  division  who  is  quali- 
tie<l  as  follows  :     That  is  to  say  if  he  is 

1.  Of  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  subject  to  any  legal 
incapacity. 

2.  A  Subject  of  Her  Majesty  by  birth  i>r  naturalization. 

3.  And  a  ht^m  fidt  householder  within  the  electoral  division  at  the  date 
of  the  writ  of  electi<m  for  the  same,  and  has  been  a  Itvna  fide  householder 
for  one  year  next  before  the  said  date  ;  or 

4.  If  being  at  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  subject  to  any 
legal  incaiMicity,  and  a  subject  of  Her  Majesty  by  birth  or  naturalization, 
he  waH  at  any  tinie  within  twelve  months  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
and  (though  in  the  interim  tem]K>rarily  absent)  is  at  the  time  of  such  elec- 
tion a  Imnafitle  householder,  and  was  resident  within  the  elect<)ral  division 
at  the  date  of  the  writ  of  election  for  the  same. 

But  this  fourth  sub-section  shall  apply  <mly  to  the  first  election  to  be 
held  under  this  Act  for  members  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  Assembly 
aforesaid. 

18.  For  the  first  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, and  until  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  otherwise  provides, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  cause  writs  to  be  issued  by  such  person  in 
such  form,  ami  addressed  to  such  returning-otticer  as  he  thinks  tit  ;  and 
for  such  tir^t  election,  and  until  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  <»therwise 
provides,  the  Lientenant-Ciovernor  shall  by  proclamation  prescribe  and 
declare  the  oaths  t<»  be  taken  by  vot^jra,  the  powers  and  duties  ef  return- 
ing and  deputy  returning-otticers,  the  proceedings  to  be  observed  at  such 
election,  and  the  periml  during  which  such  election  may  be  continued, 
and  such  other  provisions  in  respect  to  such  tii-st  election,  as  he  may 
think  fit. 

19.  Every  TiCgislative  Assembly  shall  continue  for  four  years  from 
the  date  of  the  return  of  the  writs  for  returnin«(  the  same  (subject  never- 
theless to  be  s«>oner  dissolved  by  the  Lieutenant-(iovenior)and  no  longer, 
and  the  first  session  thereof  shall  be  called  at  such  time  as  the  Lieutenant- 
<Jovernor  shall  appoint. 

20  Then'  sliall  be  a  session  of  the  Ix^gislature  <mce  at  least  in  every 
yt;ar,  »«►  that  twelve  m(»nths  shall  not  intervene  between  the  last  sitting 
of  the  Legislature  in  one  session,  and  its  first  sitting  in  the  next  session. 

21.  The  f«)llowing  provirti<»ns  of  tlie  British  North  America  Act,  1H<>7, 
res{>ectin|^  the  House  of  ('..nnnons  of  Canada,  shall  extend  and  apply 
t»»  the  Legislative  Assembly,  that  is  to  sny  :  Provisi«>n8  relating  to  the 
electiim  of  a  Speaker'  originally  and  on  vacancies  ;  the  duties  of  the 
Speaker,  the  absence  of  the  Spe^iker,  and  the  mode  of  \oting,  as  if  th<»se 
provisions  were  here  re-enacted,  and  ma<le  applicable  in  terms  to  the 
l^egislative  Assembly. 
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33.  In  and  for  the  VtonxuM,  Uie  Mid  L^mhtare  mty  axdnnrd; 
nwke  Uwa  in  nlation  to  eduofttioo,  aubJAotwid  Moording  to  tbe  fblknrag 
piQvuioiu : 

1.  Nothing  in  aaj  noh  Uw  ■hkll  prajndioiallf  *fibct  taij  right  or  priri- 
l0g«  with  raspeot  to  denominfttionkl  schools,  which  uij  cUis  of  pcnom 

.  bftva  by  law  or  pnutice  in  tha  Prorince  at  the  Union. 

2.  An  ^>peal  ahall  lia  to  the  Oovemor-General-in-Coniioil  &om  anj  Act 
or  deoiaion  of  tbe  Legialature  of  the  Province,  or  of  an;  Prorincial  astbor- 
i^  afifaoting  anj  right  or  privil^e  of  tbe  Proteetant  or  Roman  Catholic 
minority  of  the  Queen's  subjecta  in  relation  to  edncatim 

3.  In  oast)  any  audi  Provincial  Law,  as  from  time  to  time  ueemc  to  tha 
OoFemor-Genetsl-in-Cooneil  reqnioite  for  tbe  due  execution  of  the  jro- 
viaionaof  this  aection  U  not  made;  or  in  caeeanjdeeiHionof  tbeGarsnar 
Qeuenl-ia-Conncil.  or  anf  appeal  under  thia  aaction  ia  otA  do^j  sxacotad 
bj  the  proper  Provincial  autbuoit;  in  that  behalf,  then  and  in  every  amek 
ease,  and  aa  far  rady  aa  the  oireamatancea  of  each  case  require,  the  hifia- 
ment  of  Canada  may  make  remedial  lawa  for  the  due  exeeotioa  of  tt* 
provisions  of  this  section,  and  of  any  decision  of  the  GovenHW-Geactal- 

23.  Kither  tlie  Englieb  »r  the  Frviich  iHiigun^e  mny  be  uteA  hr 
Hiiy  pt'rsoii  ill  Ilu>  •Iflmtes  of  the  Houses  of  tliu  Le^islnture.  aud  K-ib 
thoii' lnii};un}^'!i  Kh.ill  be  useil  in  the  reH)H.-<;tive  Ri'cords  and  Jounulf^-'f 
thoHt-  llousfN.  and  either  of  those  langti^^ea  iiiny  Iw  used  by  ai>y  }wm«, 
or  in  plendin}:  or  (iroress.  .ir  in  issuing  from  any  Omit  of  CnnmU.  tsiib- 
lishrtl  uti.Ur  the  Ilritisl.  North  Anierit-a  A<.t.  18fiT.  nr  in  or  f n  ni  ill  t 
atiy  of  tliu  C.iim.-  of  tin-  Province.  The  Acts  of  tlie  LegisUture  «b.II  U 
priiiti-"!  and  imhlishtii  in  Ix.th  tUosi-  Inn^'uiiges. 

24.  liKisniiu-h  .ks  that  tiie  1'roviiici-  is  not  in  debt,  the  said  PnriiKT 
^^hall  Ih'  emitUnl  to  be  ]utia.  .in<t  to  ni-eive  fr>ni  the  Govtruoxfii  -i 
I'aiiH.l.i  1>y  liiilfyenrly  |«yiiiei<ts   in  advance,  interest  at  lh.f  rale  w  fiw 

th.>iis.'iiid  aiul  uin.-ty  dolIar>^ 

25  Th.'  siiLU  of  iliirty  thoasKiid  dollars  shall  l>e  iwid  yearly  by  Cj&- 
ada  tj  ilie  PiTviiK-,'  for  iho  sn]>)>ort  of  its  GoTrrnnienl  and  LeciJsJEn-. 
an<l  an  aiintia]  i:nint  in  aid  of  tlie  said  Province  shall  be  muje.  njotJ  :• 
eiillity  oi-iits  [iit  lifad  of  the  ]<o]>iilalion  estimated  at  ^eventven  (hi<asiki>J 
s.mK  1  :ii>d  Mioh  iiniiit  .'f  viiility  cents  jter  head  shall  he  auEnteulM  u 
proin ir: ion  t.>  ihi-  inoixvise  of  |i.i[.nlation  as  may  be  shovn  by  tbe  ivaatt 
Ih-.!  shrill  K'  tslii-n  ilKTvi'f  in  tile  year  one  ih<-uun.l  eiitht  hundred  mi 
eiijhtyone.  and  l\v  i-aoh  >nl>»einietit  decennial  census,  until  ita  pf^ailaii  «. 
ani'-iinT*  t.>  f.^nr  l.nniiriii  tliousand  si>nls>  at  »bich  aohHinl  «och  cnm". 
8h:,ll  remain  tli.-re.fl.r.  an-1  »ncli  sun.  shall  he  in  full  aetlleiBmi  ■€  iT 
future  dem^n.ls  on  Cai>...l;^.  nnd  shall  1.6  l«id  half  y«»riy  in  a.ImKV  l.  iJ* 
said  Pi\.vince- 
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26.  Canada  will  a-ssume  and  defrjty  the  charge  for  the  foHowing  ser- 
vices :  — 

1.  Salary  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

2.  Salaries  and  allowances  of  the  .)  iidges  of  the  Superior  and  District 
or  County  Courts. 

3.  Charges  in  respect  of  the  Department  of  the  Customs. 

4.  Postal  Deimrtment. 

6.  Protection  of  Fisheries. 
G.   Militia. 

7.  Geoh>gical  Survey. 

8.  The  Penitentiary. 

9.  And  such  further  charges  as  may  be  incident  to  and  connected  with 
the  services,  which,  by  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867,  appertain  to 
the  General  Government,  and  as  are  or  may  be  allowed  to  other  Pro- 
vinces. 

27.  The  Customs*  duties,  now  by  law  chargeable  in  Rupert's  I^and, 
shall  be  continued,  without  increjise,  for  the  period  of  three  years  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  duties  shall 
form  part  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  of  Canada. 

28.  Such  provisions  of  tlie  Customs'  Laws  of  Canada  (other  than  sucli 
as  prescribe  the  rate  of  duties  payable),  as  may  be,  from  time  to  time, 
declared  by  the  Governor-Cieneral  in  Council  to  apply  to  the  Province  of 
Manitoba,  shall  be  a])plic4'ible  tliereto,  and  in  force  therein  accordingly. 

29.  Such  pn>vi8i(ms  of  the  Ljiws  of  Canada,  respecting  the  Inland 
Revenue,  including  tliose  fixing  the  amount  of  duties,  as  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  declared  by  the  (Jovernor-General  in  Council  applicjible  to 
the  said   Pmvince,   sliall  apply  thereto,  and  be  in  force  therein  Jiccord- 

30.  All  ungi-unted  or  waste  lands  in  the  Province  shall  be,  fr<»m  and 
after  tlie  date  of  the  R;iid  transfer,  vested  in  tlie  Ci*own,  and  admin- 
istered by  the  (1  ON  eminent  of  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  the  Dominion, 
subject  tn  and  except  an<l  so  far  Jis  the  same  may  be  affected  by  tlie  con- 
ditions and  stipulations  contained  in  the  agreement  for  the  surrender  of 
Rupert's  I^ind  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Her  Majesty. 

31.  And  whereas  it  is  exj>edient,  towards  the  extinguishnent  of  the 
In<lian  Title  to  the  lan<ls  in  the  Province,  to  aj)propri4te  a  portion  of 
such  uiigranted  lands  to  the  extent  of  one  million  four  hundred  thousand 
aer.  s  thereof  for  the  benetit  of  the  families  of  the  half-breed  residents,  it 
is  hereby  enacted  that  under  regulations  to  be  from  time  t<»  time  made  by 
the  Governor-(ieneral  in  Council,  the  Lieutenant -(iovernor  shall  select 
such  lots  (»r  tnicts  in  such  parts  of  the  Province  liS  he  may  deem  expetli- 
ent  to  the  extent  aforesaid,  and  divide  the  .same  among  the  children  of 
the  half-breed  lieads  of  families  residing  in  the  province  at  the  time  of 
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tlw  and  tiMMfw  to  CMwdft,  and  t^  hdm  ah^  bo  gnntad  to  Uw  aud 
ohildren  mpectiTeljr  in  moh  mode  and  on  aoeb  eondituHia  •■  to  rntHt- 
meat  and  otherwue  aa  the  Gomnor^ienMal  m  Cooneil  m^  fiDM  toM 
to  tune  determine. 

82.  Fi^  the  quieting  of  tiUea  and  aamiring  to  die  antUiere  in  A*  Ptth 
vince  the  peaceable  powwniwi  of  the  had*  bo»  held  bj  them,  it  ia  m- 
aoted  aa  folluwa : 

1.  All  grant*  of  knd  in  the  freehold  made  t^  the  Hodaoa'a  Bk? 
Oon^Mjqr  up  to  tbe  eighth  d>;  of  March  in  the  rear  1869,  aball,  if  re- 
quired hy  the  awntat,  be  cimfirnied  by  grant  from  the  Crown. 

S.  All  gnnta  of  eatatea  leaa  than  freehold  in  land  made  by  the  Had- 
Bon'a  Bay  Company  np  to  ^e  Mghth  day  ol  Har^  kfureaMd,  aba]!,  if 
required  by  the  owner,  be  OMivetted  into  an  aatote  in  freehold  I9  past 
from  the  Crown. 

3.  All  titlee  by  occup«ncy  with  the  annctacm  and  under  the  licenae  aid 
authority  of  the  Hudaon'a  Bey  Company,  up  to  the  eigbth  day  of  Haidi 
eforeaaid,  of  lend  in  that  part  of  the  iTovinee  in  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  axtii^uiahod,  ahkll,  if  required  by  bfae  owner,  be  converted  into 
nil  estnte  ill  freehold  by  grnnt  from  the  Crown. 

4.  All  pursiins  in  ptMceHhle  poHneHsion  of  tracts  of  land  at  the  time  "i 
the  Hiiid  iriinrifer  to  Ciinada,  in  thoNe  parte  of  the  Province  in  which  luJiin 
title  has  iKit  been  eitin^uinhetl,  sliall  have  the  right  of  |>re-eiii|itiiin  of  the 
Kaiiie  on  auch  tenna  and  ciiiiditiunH  as  may  be  determined  )iy  the  (jover- 
niir- in -Council. 

o.  The  Lieutenant-Coi  eriior  is  hereby  authorized,  under  regiilatiDiis  t" 
be  iiittdu  fioiii  time  to  time  liy  the  Goventor-Oeneral-iii  Council,  to  iimke 
all  such  pniviisions  for  ascertainiiiK  ond  adjiutirg  on  fair  and  equitable 
turiiiB  thu  rights  i>f  ciimmi>ii  and  rights  of  cutting  hay  held  anil  cnjuyed  bf 
tilt  settlers  in  the  Province,  and  fur  the  coniuiutatiun  of  the  same  br 
t'niiits  .if  hiiid  from  the  Crown. 

33.  The  lA<iverni>r-(ieiierHl-in-L'<)tinvil  bIiaII  from  time  to  time  seitlv 
Mn<l  ii|i[ioiiit  the  uiiMle  and  form  of  grants  of  land  from  the  Crown,  andaiij 
<hikT-in-C<iuiicil  for  that  purpiwe,  when  published  in  the  "  C'«W« 
fli'Zittc."  shall  liHve  tlie  wmv  force  and  effect  as  if  it  were  a  |>orti<>ii  >if 
this  .^ct, 

34  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  in  any  way  prejudice  or  affttct  the  rijhts 
or  |iiip|iurticsof  the  Hiidwiii's  Hay  Ci>m|iauy,  as  contained  in  the  eonditiuiis 
under  which  t!mt  (.'iiiiipany  suiTendered  Ru[iert's  Idtnd  to  Her  Majesty. 

35.  .\nd  with  respect  tr.  such  jmrtion  of  Ru|)ert'H  Laud  and  the  North- 
Wcat  Territory  as  is  not  included  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  it  isliHTebj 
ei  acteil  that  thi-  Liciiteiiant-tJcivemur  nt  the  said  Province  shall  W  sp- 
|H>inted  liy  I'ncnniissi'iu  uniler  the  Gii-iit  Seal  of  Canada  to  be  Lieutenant- 
(;..VL-n..ir  iif  the  same  imder  tlie  mtme  of  the  Norlh-West  TeiTit4.rie8,  »ud 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  the  next  section  mentioned. 


APrEXJ)ix.  xlvii 

36.  Except  ns  hereinbefore  Lh  enacted  and  provided,  the  Act  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Canada  (Miased  in  the  n<»w  last  seHHion  thereof  intituled  '*  An 
Act  for  the  temjiorary  government  of  Rupert's  Land  and  North- Western 
Territory  when  uriited  with  Canada/*  is  hereby  re-enikCted,  extended  and 
continued  in  force  until  tlie  Ist  day  of  January,  1871,  and  until  tlie  end  of 
tlie  sesnion  of  Parliament  then  next  succeeding. 


NoTK. — A  Liat  of  B<K>ks  of  Reference,  and  a  Chronological  Table  of 
events  connected  with  the  Histoiy  of  the  Noitli-West,  will  be  found  in 
Volume  III. 
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